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Chronicle of Events 

July 1944 

There wu « debele in the Hoosa of , Lords on the politioal 
situation in India. Lord Strabblgi oritioiied the methods of oensor- 
ship »s prevailed in India. Lord Fhringdon raised the question of 
India's food situation. He wanted to know what provision was being 
made to deal with it. 

Lord Munster, replying to the debate in the Lords on India, 
said : “His Majesty's Government have not departed in any way 

from the intentions declared in the Oripps Mission and repeated 

by the Governor-General." 

In the House of Commons, replying to the debate on India, Mr. Amery 
gave renewed assuranees that Britain stood by the promises of Independence 
after the war and that the offer made by Sir Stafford Oripps still 
held good. 

Mr. Amery^ laid stress on the food situation in India and the 
consequent strain on India's economy. 

Syed Badruduja, ex-Mayor of Calcutta* presiding over the Lahore 
Majlis Ahrar Oonlerenoe. condemned tte Pakistan scheme and the 
League Ministries. 

Mr. Fenner Brookway said in London, '^he refusal of theVloeroy 
to meet Gandhiji is one of the major defeats of the war." 

In the House of Lords, the Bill to amend the Oovemmenft of 
India Act, 1935, was given a second reading without discussion. 

The Government of Orissa reviewed the grounds on which security 
prisoners in the province were detained under the Bestriotion and 
Detention Ordinance. 

H. E. the Governor of Bengal, in a broadcast from Calcutta, 
referring to Bengal's food situation, said : “We are almost out of the 
wood so far as this year is concerned.' 

The Indian delegation offered a compromise proposal to the World 
Monetary Conference (Bretton Woods) regarding the release of Indians 
blocked sterling balances. — The proposal was opposed by Britain, the 
XJ. S. A. and France. 

Mr. B. G. Eher, former Premier of Bombay, was released from 
detention. 

A joint statement signed by Sardar Sautokh Bingh, M.LA., Sardar 
Hamam Singh, President, All-India Sikh League, Sardar Jogindar 
Singh and others referring to the formula of communal settlement of 
Mr. Bajagopalachari, supported by Mahatma Gandhi, said : “We strongly 
protest against this offer, on behalf of the 3ikh oommunity, and 
hereby declare that the Sikhs will fight to the bitter and against 
the proposal." 

Dr. Shyama Prasad Mookerjse, presiding over a meeting of the 
Bengal I^ovincial Hindu Mahasabha in Calcutta, said : “The tprms 
now offered to Mr. Jinnah by Mr. C. Bajagopalaohari contemplate 
a division of India, from the very initial stages, based on communal 
consideration." 

The Chancellor of the Chamber of Princes, the Nawab of 

l 



TBE INDIAN ANNUAL BEQIBTER 


[ 1 mu '44— 


Bhoptli ptatidiog at ih§ imA littbg oi the Stondiog Committee, 
feviewed the war iittkation and made a itatement on the war effort 
of the States* 

Tlie BieoutiTe Ck)mmittee of the Nationalist Christian Party of 
Bombay expressed happiness over Mahatma Gandhi's efforts for 
erolTing a oommnnal*' settlement. 

The Vhmine Inquiry Oommission presided over by Sir John, Wood- 
head Started work in New Delhi. 

lit The full tszt of Mabstms Oendhi's letter of Jane 17 to the Viceroy and the 
VIeeroy’s rmly on June 22 was xelesMd for publication from New Delhi. 

A Small SsTlDgs Boheme to popnlarise thrift habit and to provi^ greater fsoilities 
for the easy pnronaae of National Barings Certificates and Stamps was inaugurated 
In Oalentta and adjacent industrial area. 

BIr William Bereridge. who prepared a plan for full employment to follow 
up his social security araeme, made his first public comment at Sheffield on 
the Gorernment white paper outlining their employment policy. 

An Ordinance was iHued from New Delhi to prorlde for and regulate the 
payment of compensation for death, pwsonal disablement or damage to property 
arising from the explosion in the Bombay docks on April 17. 

The Working Committee of the AU*lndla Majlis-I-Ahrar decided at Lahore 
to turn down the invitatloo of Mr. Jinnah to Jdn the Muslim League. 

tnd. The Labourite Daily Harold urged the British Parliament to take up with- 
out delay **the complauit'* about Indians food situation Icontaiiied in the mani- 
festo of 27 prominent Indian Leaders^ 

Of about a hundred Congress detenusa. who were ordered to be released 
during June by the Pnnjab Gofemmeat, only 7 were not intirned in their 
Home Villages or Towns. The rest, like all those prsyiously relc ised, number- 
ing about 300, were interned. 

lid. Sir Bamaswami Mudaliar, supply member, Gc>yernment of India spent four 
days In Calcutta dlaeussing with the Coal Control Board, collier; owners, the 
OOM Commissioner and other officials, mcaauree calculated to liring about the 
greatest possible output of coal and to make the best possible use of it. 

Byed Badruduja, ex-Mayor of Calcutta, presiding om the Inshore District 
Msjlis-Ahrsr Conference fat Lahore), condemued the Pskistsi Scheme and 
strongly criticised the League Ministers. 

dth. In the Bengal Legiilatire Council, the President (Sir B. P. Bingh Roy) 
gave his ruling regarding competency of the House to impose a tax on agri- 
cultural iucome from laoda owned by the Ruler of an Indian Btai ; and Bengal. 
The Mint aroee in connexion with Agricultural ucome Tax Bill ( is passed by 
the Bengal Legislatiye Assembly). 

Nawabzada Liaquat All Khan, General Secretary, All-India M lalim League, 
announced at Briuigar, that a meeting of the council of the All- India Muslim 
League would be held at Lahore oo the 3Qth. and diet. July. 

Mr. Fenner Brookway in ao interview, in Lor.dou, said : '**Tbe refusal of the 
Viceroy to meet Gaudhiji is oue of the Major defeats of the war.” 

The Bill to amend ti^e Government of India Act of 1935 in regard to aeveral 
minor pointe wea givena second reading in the House of Lords without discussion, 
after a brief explanation by the Under-Secretary for India, the Earl of 
Mnnater. 

Prof. Archibald Hill, addreasing the East India Asaociation, (in London), 
atreased the urgency of a new approach to the Indian problema. 

ath. In the Bengal Lqsialativa Council, the Chief Minister Bir Nasimuddin stated : 
”The Government of India will give back the 10,000 tons of rice which the 
Government of Bengal have sent to Aatam. It ie purely a question of a 
temporary loan which will be repaid by the Central Government from the 
quota raiervad for the Army from outeide E^gal.” 

•tk. In the Houae of Commons, Indian famine conditiona were referred to when 
Mr. SoreDson (Labour) asked if Mr. Amery was aware of the publie warning 
againat the reourrenoe of famine conditions issued by 27 influential Indian 
industrialists and whether he waa satisfied that adequate etepa had been taken 
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to ovoid ineh o noomoee.— Mr. Ammj : Toi» Tbi CkmniBtdl of lodii nd 
thi ProTiBcIftl GorcnvieDto hovo boon totivolj pmoaiog tbi moMoiii dtioilM 
In mj ontwor on April 0.” 


Ttb. In Ihi Bmipd LMiolntiTi CoaneQ, OofiniMnt*i lolmii rolnting to tbi 
rntioniog of '*Bhog” oftringi to Hindu doitlii wii onttinid hf Mr. H. 6. 
Bnhrftwiidy, Civil BwpHet Miniiter. when hi umounoed tbi nppobtmint of n 
eommittei to mitt Government in enrrying ont the oebeme* 

Mr. J. K. Mitter, preiidlng it the fire! Qntrteflj Oenernl Meeting of the 
Beml Ketionnl Obember of Oommeree in Oelenttn, reviewed tbe food eltuition 
in Ciientti end in tiii province. 

The orbing Oommiitee of the Bindb Provinoiel Mnellm Leegne, nt ite 
meeting et KmfihU pneeed e reiointion celling on the Sindh Minietry to reeign 
from office forthwith. 

Sir Jwili Prmied Briveiteve, Food Member, Government of Indbu leeued e 
etitement on food importe. 


ith. Mr. V. D. Beverker, Preeident, Hindu Mehetibhe. In on interview in New 
Delhi, eeid : 'Tt it e pertdox thtt tbe Hindu Mebeeibhi which ie dubbed e 
communtl body, it ectuelly more netionel then the Oongreee which oleime to 
be e netionel body.** The Congreet. he edded. wee not neUonil in ite outlook 
bectute it wet unjuit to Hinoue end thawed preference to Muelime. 

The Government of Oriete reviewed the groundt on which ecouriiy prieonere In 
the province were deteined under tbe Rettrietion A Detention Ordinence. 

The Indien Informetion Service (Wethington) reported thet errengemente 
were mede to thip 400,000 tone of wheet to Indie before October 1. 


Vtb. Mr. 0. Rejtgopeltcherl, in e etetement from Penchgenl, eeid : “M^ efforte 
t'j tecure Mr. Jinneh'e powerful help in puthing through en honoureble eettle- 
ment of the communel queetion beve retched t etege when the public hive to 
be token into confidence." 

The 19tb meeting of the Btending Committee of the A. I. Newtpeper Editore* 
Conference met in the office of the **8ind Observer'* et Rerechi. 

The two*dey eeeeion of the firet Sindh Journeliite* Oonfetence begen nt 
Rerechi. Membere of the Btending Committee of the A. I. N,. B. C. eleo ettended 
the Conference, which wee ineugnreted by Mr. B. A. Bielvi. Mr* Devdee Gnndhi 
preeided. 


lOtb. H. E. the Governor of Bengel, in e broedceet from Celcutte, referring to 
Bengel'o food eituetion, eeid : *^e ere now within reeeoneble eight of heving 
procured the minimum totel of rice to eee ue through until the next Aman 
crop in November. Thie meene tbet we ere elmoet out of the wood eo fer ee 
this yeer ie concerned.*' 

The Working Committee of the All Indie Hindu Meheiebhe, edopted e reio- 
lution in New Delhi, oppoeing coelition with the Muslim Leegne in forming 
Minietriee in provinces end fevouring coelition with poRtlcel perties other then 
the Leegue on the beeie of en egreed progremme. 

In the Bengel Legisletive Council, eonsideretion of the Agricnlturel Ineoese* 
Ux Bill, et petsed oy the Aeeembly, wee reeumed. Mr. Humeyun Rebfr 
(Pioje) criticized tbe retrospective cherecter of the meesuie end enggeeted tbet 
it ehould come into force from April 1. 1045. 

Dr. Bbyeme Presed Mooker}^ Working President, All Indie Hindu Mehe^ 
nebhe, issued e etetement from Hew Delhi, in which be eeid : "Deetitntee ere 
slowly coming into Celcutte egein, end it is neturel the! the metier hee reoelved 
prompt notice outside Bengel.’' 

Sir T^ Behedur Bepru, in the coarse of e Press etetement from Allehehed, 
eeid : "There is elmost e univeroel desire in Indie for en eerlv solution of the 
present politicel Impesse. It ie ebundmitly deer from Gendhiii'e correepondenoe 
with the enthorities thet be ie noxious for e settlement end thu eettlement need 
heve no reference et ell to the thxeet of civil disobedience which must dieeppeer 
in the etmoephtts of lettlement** 

A deputetion represeniiog Six Muslim Aeeoeietione met Melik Rhieef Fyet 
Tiwene, Premier of the Pan}eb, end requested him to reconsider hie nttitude 
towerds the Mnellm Leegue* 

The Bindb JoumelUtB' Conference which met et Rerechi for two deye under 
the presidentship of Mr. Devdee Gendhl, concluded efter peeeing e number 
of resolutions. The Conference resolved the! the eontinuence of the politicel 
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rtmrtlnrilr mi iwpouiUi for tb« eootlaiiaiioa of iMtfbthmo on tho Ptm and 
daslaA that, ia tu iatonata of free aad haaiihj iooiaaliraa, the polltieal daad- 
loek ahoald ba naotrad aod polttieal leadata ahonld, aa a drat atq^ be rakaaod 
to iiritii tbo naefluinf otmoitlMn lor cndioc Uio dtowoek. 
litta Sir W BoSu^r Dipro, in a atatenieDt uom AlUiiabad on the.cor m poiadence 
balwom Mr. Ra{tgopalaehari aod Mr. Jinnah to aolfo tho commnnal deadlock, 
Cidd : *1 am glad that the atagnant water of the pool baTe been etimd. 1 have 
BO doubt that the fagt majoritj of Bindui ana Muilima alike will welcome a 
aatClement on joit and leaaonable terma.** 

Mr. Amery, replying to a qaeaUon lo the Honae of Commona, aald 
he had conaulted the Oofemment of India on the queation of applyiDg 
the inoreaaea in family allowancea to Brltiah officera of both Britikh and Indian 
Berflcea In India. 

In the Bengal L^alatife Oonncll, detalla of commnnal diaturbancea that 
took place In May in Khnlna and Jeaaore dlatrieta were gi?en by the Chief 
Miniater. 

Hie Working Comntittee of the All-India -Hindu Mahaaabba, in a resolution 
iiom liew-Deibi, aald : **ln flew of the reporta received about the Working 
of ^ Muslim Lmgne Mlnieiriea in the different provineea showing that not 
.only legitimate ngbta and inleieata of the Hinaua and other minoriUea have 
auflered hot aneh admlniatratlan has proved generally detrimental to the 
itfteiecta of the psevinoe as a whole, tiie Working Committee calls upon the 
Hindus and other non-Muslim members of the provincial legislatures to 
withdraw their co-operation with the Muslim League.’’ 

A Communique oMd : **The Governor Of i>riasa has assigned to Mr. B. L. 
Maewood, who has been appointed Adviser to His Ezeelleiicy, 
the bnaineas of Government, arliing in the following Becretariat department, 
Bdooatlon, Health aad Looal Bdlf-Government, Revenue, Development. Law, 
Commerce and Labonr and Bupplv and 'i'ranapprt. Hit Exodlenoy will oe in 
direot charge of Home Jhiolnmog Civil, Defence, Publicity and Beconiting 
aeotlons) Finance and P« W. B.” 

The Indian dc^mto olllBrcd a compromme proposal to the World Monetary 
Conlerenee (BnetUNi Woods) regarding the rdeaae of India’s blocked sterling 
balances. The eompromiaa provided that a part of the Btcrling holdings, 
to ba datermiaed ny the oonferenoe, ba released for conversion into othm 
earienciea— The proposal was opposed by Britain, the U. B. A. and France. 

Itth. The Bengal Lagialalive Connoil further oouaideied the AgHfuititural 
income-tax Bill u passed by the Lower Honae. 

A meeting of the mreaantatives of those affected, by the Paper Control 
Order wu tield In Bombay, Bir M. B. A, Hydari, Bcoretary, Indnatriea and 
Civil Bupplias Departmenti Government of India' preaiding. 

Mr. Amcry. reviving lo qncstlona by Labour member. Mr. Sorenson and 
Mr. Harvaj about Mahatma Gandhi't prononneemenU, said : have seen Press 

accounts of certain atatemeota mads recently by Mr. Rsjagopalscbari and an 
interview with Mr. Gandhi by a correspond^t of the ’'Nfws Chronicle.” 

Mr. Eden, leader of the House of Commons, indicated that the House would 
diaeuas India shortly, 

lath. Mahatma Gandhi, in an Informal talk at Panchgani, reiterating his faith 
in tha daaiiny of a free India, daolnrod : live for a causa and if 1 perish 

it ia for the canaa.*' 

Mahatma Gandhi, in handing over to Prcaa repreaentativea two statements for 
pnbUoation, axplainad that they wc.*c two acts of notes preparcdi after diaensaion 
with Mr. Stnart Gaidar, ’’iVcioa Chronide” war correspondent in India. 

141b. Mr. B. G. Khar, former Premier of Bombay, waa released from detention 
and left for Bombay. Mr. Kher waa arrested on the morning of August 9, 1942 
along with other Oongtess Imadars, and had bm kept in detention at Yerawada 
aiaoe then. 

Gttidbi. in n Mk with Pimndo. at Fandigani toid : “I lu., 
nodved Uttw atitidiim of mj .tew. «|«Mwd in the Odder inlorTieir. Home 
of vs ooneepondaote lej (hat, nadei tm infineaea of aMderatw end aionejcd 
mm, I hefa aetm^td the oenM of the eoaatg." 

In the Bangel Lekfadativo Oonndl, Mr. S. 0. Bo; Chmrdhor; iolrodnecd a 
BilMiOBUOurdu nnae Bill— dtdgoad lo ngnlat^aeoatity of KiTice, piOTidcat 
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(■■d, tad pendoB nd Hie eaniMiee of penoao oapl^id In oowmmW 

nmi« 

BIr. Fanner Broekway, Beoreltry, Independent XAboar Faftfi WfOli In tin 
New Leadnr ; **W6 in tba Indapendant Labour Party atand eoinmlriy bdtlnd 
the Indian National Oongraia and all Bectiona of Indiana vno demand tba 
independence of India. We never ceaee in our oppoaition to Biitiah impariallame 

A ioiiit acatcment aiKned by Bardar &au£okh binub, * Bardar Hamaw 

Sineb, FrewideDt, All-India bikb League, Bardar Jofrindar Singh and othera 
laid: **The formula for Communal Settlement of Mr. Mjagopalaebarl, whiob 
la ajipported by Mr. Qaudhi haa created a aiir in the Bikb Xlornmnnity. How 
can Mr. Gandhi make inch an offer to Mr. Jiunah In the faoe of the deflnito 
aaaurance given by the Congreia in ila Lahore aeaaion of 1929 to the Bikbe to 
the effect that the Congreia will be oarty to no commnnal aettlement whleh 

. doea not give full mtiafaction to tlie Bikhb.— "We atrongly proteat againat thle 
offer, on behalf of the Bikh Community, and hereby declare that the Bikha 
will fight to the bitter eud a^«inat the propoeal.’* 

ifith. Dr. N. B. Khare. *Qembei of the Vlceroy*a Executive Council, commenting 
on Mahatma Gandhi*a pronouncement said (in New Delhi) : * It la clear that 
Mr. Gandhi haa accepted Mr. lUJagopalachari’a propoaal« of dividing the country 
into more than one ^litical ctate. According to Mr. Gandhi himaelf viviaeetion 
of India waa a fin, so the at ^e preaent moment ia willing to do a 

ainful act conaeioual^.** 

Mahatma Gandhi, lu an inierview at Pachgani,t obaecved : "My pian eontem- 
plutea immediate* recognition of full Independence for India at a wbole» aubjeci 
to the limitaliona, for the duration of the war, to meet the requiremente of the 
Allied operations. The Crippe plan, aa I nnderatand it, dealt more with the 
future than with the immediate arrangements.** 

A meeting of the Working Committee of the AIMndia States Mualim Ijeegne* 
waa bald at Nagpur under tt a ebairmanahip of Mr. Rasul Khan. Preeident of 
the Mualim League of Baredi Btata. 

Ifitb. Mr. C« Kaiagopaliohari, in an interview at Panebgani, eaid : **It ia grati- 
fying to note that apart from tha Mahaaabha'a uncompromising attitude, Mr. 
Gandhi*a aeeeptance of my schema hae been widely welcomed. The oppoiitioo 
of the Mabaeabba leadexa to any Congreia-Leagua aettlement on the niele of 
aelf-determluation for predominantly Mualim areu ia notbiog eurprialpg or 
new. Ikeir opposition must be taken for granted. 11 cannot ba mat 1^ any 
terms aoccptable to the Muslim League. Yf we accept the argnment of iba 
Maliaaabba the result will be undoubtedly contftnnanee of the deadlock and of 
Britiab rule for all time.” 

Dr. Bhyama Prasad Mookheijea, presiding over a meeting of the ODoneil of 
the Bengal Provincial Hindu Mahasabha In Oaloutta, aaid : *Tba terma now 
offered to Mr. Jinnah by Mr. C. Raiagopilachari contemplata a division of India 
from the very iniiial stage based on oommunal oousidaratlons, after tearing to 
pieces existing provinces like Bengal and the Punjab into amall fragmanta. 
Bueh an offer waa only aimed at placaUng Mr. JinoaVa mcgalomnla.” 

U. H. the Maharaja of Kaehmir, Li. Gen. Bir Hail Blngh, Indian rapraeen* 
tative on the Britiah war cabinet, paid an oflleial fait to Indian troopa In 
Italy on hia way to India. 

17th. In the Bengal L^ialativa Connell, Mr. N. N. Mali, 'aoabisb gave notloa ol 
an adjouromant motion to eritioixe a Governmant cirouU* iiauad to all diatilel 
ofBcaii, ralatlDg to the publication in the *'Calcntta Qasetta” of rice prieea In 
tha 

'rha Bengal premier, Blr Nasimuddln. ioaugumtiog the proeeedinge of the 
BangpttT Dletnet Muilim League Confmenee aaid : 'The Le m ia the only 
organiaation by which the Moalime could maintain their noli •! ahleteneaf tmi . 
the tima baa coma whan the Leagne ahonld extend ite aeuvlu alao to eona- 
tiuetiva work lor all-round betterment of the Muellm maacea.” 

lllh. India's aMiag balaneaa In Britain were referred to doring tho debate in 
tha Bimaa of Ooapma on a B LOOQyaO(i,OQO vote of credit for war nEpMMlilttfa, 

Ibi qtieaUme Bm eontinnanea in ofifea of lha Learn Miaistry Hi BIndh 
eama np before tlie^noell of tha Sindh Fiovincter Mimllm hmfm fa iha 
form ol the iwiplutlon already paeeed b tba Workiag QommtUie aitba Poavhi- 
dal League eafliag lor Hui teekgnattoiNM tha Ministry* 
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At 11 m Metliiig of the Oentrol OoMnsm* OooBcfl lo Bew Udhi, it vm 
•BB omiMd tluA 0 tlightty hi|^ gnolo of Kciomo luid bw amsitd 
inm Oetobor ond U wm niggifted bj IboBo praoDl tbot bniB obceto ^oold 
bo diotfibulod to tfao widoil moooor poiiUilo oo tbol oIomIIb ntfit iciob the 


Ifib. Qoidhi to 0 Fmm totarfiov ol FOobgooi fold : **!%• i 

of ladto M 0 wbolo Ji o cortatotf . Thol h mn not oom to b j lUo iIbo lo 
■iBltor of todiftnoM to bo. I ooa bot work m il tOl Iho ood of b j llfo.** 
no Nowib of Bbopolf piwi^g of tho flul ritUg^of tho Btoodtog OoBBitteo 


of Ibo OhiOBbor of PktooB (to Bonboy) nrlowod 
I OB tbi WOT oBnrt of tbo Btoloo. 


WBT dtaottoB Bod 


ito 

to 


Tbo Bpoolwr of tho Bindh ABoaibly. Byod MItbb Mohd. Btodi odBittcd 
idJOBiBBiool Botioo of Storikh Abdul Mai% holdtog tbol. to OidloBooo io 
OEtrooidtoBry tow m dtottool froB tho dratoory low ood tbo Bonnor of 
oppliootioB, BQoh 01 Ibo inofOBtioo of oo m. l. bom perfonotog hio duty 
hio eODOtltooDey« dooo ooolitltoto o Bottof of Bigonl pobllo iBportoooo. 

Mr. BoTorkor* Proridont, Htoda MohMobho, to o ototOBOol IroB BoBboy 
orlthdied MobotBO Qoodhi ond Mr. Boiogopoloehorl for coBoodtog tho Phkioloii 
oIoIb to MaiUao without oonoultiBg ouib orgoniatioos oad, to portlenlor, tho 
Htoda Mohooobho. 


Slot Tbo Britioh bowo Bogoiioo Caoaleado lOBt four qoootiono to MohotBl 
Goodhi. Tho fourth quootion ototcd : you ontltoo your eoooeptiOB of the 

role of B free lodio to tho poot-wor world with opoeiol rolotiooo to tho pooploe 
of tbo Britioh oOBBOBWooltli oud Bio United Btoloo of ABorieo T MobotBo 
Goodhi loplicd : **My piopoiol io on odd toot ood I ho?o no ohodow of doubt 
thot ito oeorty oeooptonoo by Britoin will iBBodiotoly torn the oooloo ond 
CBOuro tho dofcot of the bolligtrent poworo ond fill czploitecf noyono of Iho oorth 
with hope. You ooo thot I ob therefore lighting for no oboU otoko.’* 

Mr. N. V. Godgil, PlOBidont of tho Mohorootro Pro? ineiol CongroM OoBBfttoe, 
oold ot Poono, *T do not no ony fooling of dofbot or opportunioB to Ggndhiii'i 
wiouo ototOBonlo. There io no need lor OoogiooBBoo to worry or gotoonfuied.'’ 
rtod. Tho Bengnl Proftoeiol Hindu Mobooobbo woo ooked by Mr. V. D. Booorter 
to obooTTO tho flrot week of Augnot oo the Akhond Hindnothon ond Anti Pokie* 
then woik” to protoot ogoinot Mr. Bojogopoloobori^ oehoBO for Oonununol 
Botaomont 

The KiooutlTO OoBBittoo of tho Notiouaiiei diriotioD Poriy of Boioboy toonod 
w ototOBont ourioBing hoppineoB oror Mohotmo Goadbi’s offorto Hut OTol?iog o 
ooBBunol ootUonMot oo ofidoneod by tbo propooolo OBonottog froB Mr. 0. 
Bologopoloohorior to Mr. Jinuoh. 

^Ko AU^ndio Urdu (^groM hold ito eoBoioii ol Hydorobod (Booy). Tbo in- 
ouguiol MBion of the OongioB woo prodded oror by too Nowob of GhhotorL 


ttri. Dr. B. B. ABbodkor, Lobour MoBbor. Gofornmont of Indio in n opo^ in 
BoBboy, odd : *1 ob glod thot Mr. Gondbi hoo begun to BOfo In tho direction 
of 0 oOBunund ootUoBont, Into oo it io; Mr. Qondhi boo rodiood thot o cobbu- 
od MttloBont io o noooooory proeuroor to o Motiood GorornBont.’' 

Mr. 8. A. Brdri, prooiding orer tho firot All-Indio Urdu Journdioto* Oonfo- 
ronoo ot Hydorobod (Dn.) ozpiooood the ?iow thot it woo in tho hondo of writoro 
in Urdu to hooton or doloy tho doy when tho Bojority of the people of tbio 
oountry would boil Urdu m their ootiond longuogo. 


S4tk. Quod Mohonood loho, Prooklonti Bdnchioton Mudia Looguo ond maber 
of too Working OoBmittoo of tla Ail-Indto Madia Looguo, io 
flOB Bbopd, on Mr. Bo}ogopdoehorl'o propoodo for o ooBBond 

: **Tho Mudia notioo rofoooi to ooeopt tho podtioo of o potitioBor.?i^ 
lo ibo Bongd Legidotlfo Ooundl, on od^rnaont motkm odm^ n 
Goforonoot Oireulor ioouod to dl diotriov otteoro rdoUnjf to tbo pukHtotha to 
the ^Gdeotto OttottoP of rico prieoo to tho dlotrieto woo not without l^ divioloB. 
H. H. tbo Moboroio of Jobbu ond Koobwifr roplyiog to on oddrool prooeotod 
'1 of tbo poodo of the Btoto on bio ntorn to mnogor. oold : *Wbot 1 
boord wulo to Bnglond ooovinoed bo of duTSk^ dotomtootka of 
100 ond WOBOB lo oebiovo eoaplilo fietory ond loottog pooool oo awttar 
ftool tbo ooeiidoo inrolTod atobt bo.” 

Ik. iBmgnnllM ol UwYohUpn MmmMi wm tmtaumi ol « 
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Darter Htn, by Iht Pn^oit. Mr. A. N. Mlldid. Friae Miniiter of 
Mhlopor. 

In Ibt Sindh I^gtainSfo Aiaably, Mr. Abdnl Mnjid aored on tdioarnnient 
p o tion dkeoM tte futton of Sm Pramier on Saturday to proaia teaunity 
fma pnawntion m nbotton to thoM who ora atated to te nody to profo tefoiu 
a Oonrl of law or n tribnnal that tho> paid' on iliogal crmtiHoation of Bt. TQiOOO 
to a Minlitor lor nHlioft tte oontioi ratea aonipnlated oi wm oioerted by Mr. 
SkhokUa 0. vajironi in hif apoeeh on tte 22nd inotant.''— The 
Preater enid that the offer woe merely n euiMation and in any ooee, 
bribery woe not a eqnieable oflenoe, and there were other legal oaueee open to 
tte poitiee oonoerued. The motion wm rnled out of order. 

leth. In the Hooee of Lordly opening the debate on tte politiool eituetion in 
Indio, Lord Strabolgi eaid that the Labonr Party wanted foote on tbie eubi ot. 
There hod been fierce Geneorehip In India, both military and political. There had 
been complain te that the milltan eeniorehip had been aimed primarily at 
prcfeuting newe reaching the Britieh people which wm already known to the 
enemy and not to prerent newe reaching the enemy Tte pmitioal censorehip 
hod been meet rigid and it hod been rery difflcnlt to obtain accurate informa- 
tion about what wm going on in the political field. ' 

Lord Fariogdon raieed the queeUon of Indie’e food eituation in the Houee of 
Lordi. He Mid that many people wen becoming incrMilngly uneaey. He 
wonted to know what prorieion woe being made to deal with it. 

Lord Mnneter, replying to the Lorde debate on India, Mid : * Hie Mejeety’e 
Oorernment hare not departed in any way from the intentione declared by the 
Grippe MiMion end which here been repMted again by the Oorernor General In 
hie epeech to the combined LegielaturM and the propomle etond in thrir 
entirety." 

16th. Sir J. P. SrirMUre, Food Member, at a PreM Oonference in New Delhi, 
eoid : *T riew the food eituetion in Bengal and in the country generally with 
much srMter confidence than I did iMt rear." 

In me Bengal Legielatire Oouncil, the Ohief Minieter, Sir Naeianddin 
announced : '*The Oorernment propoM to take mrly etepi to inetltute on in 
quiry by a high judicial officer into the working of the admioiitratione of the 
Howrah Municipality during tte pMt few yare end into the altegelione ogeinet 
the ezecutire of the Municipality.** 

Mahatma Gandhi, interriewed on the Lorde dcbeie Mid : *^1 hare read the 
debate in the Lorde on the Indian queetion with attention. I oonfcM I am 
diMppointed." 

27th. The firet eeeeion of the reconeUtuted Trerenoore Brimulem Aeeembly wei 
held at Trirandmm under tte preeideney of the Dewon-Preeident^ Boehirottwam 
Bir G. P. BnmMwami Aiyor. 

Mr. F. B. Wece. Saretary, Buppliee aud Trnneport, Punjab Gorernment 
commented on Ixird Munster*e remorke during the food debate in the Houm of 
Lorde that the Punjab Gorerument’e echeme of purchoM of food graine through 
ogente wm not working altogether Mtiefactorily. 

28th. Mahatma Gandhi in a Prcee interriew at Panchgani eoid : *'I My unheei- 
tatingly that underground octiritiee, eren though utterly innocent in tbemMlvM 
ehouid hare no place in the technique of non-rioleoce. Sabotage and all it 
mMne including deetruction of property le in iteelf riolence." 

Mr. L. 8. Amery. Secretary of State for India, replying to the Oommont debate 
on Indio, initiated by Mr. Pethwick Lawrence (Lab) gare renewed aMuroncee 
that Britain atood by the promiece of independence after the war made to India 
two yeore ago* The offer mode by Bir Stafford Crippo etill held good. 

Mr. Amery Mid that Mr. Gandhi hod ezpreeoed hie riewi on the immediate 
aitoation, and eo long m that wm the bMie of hie propOMli, they did not afford 
eren a etarting point for a profitable diecueeion with the Viceroy or with the 
interned CoogreM Por^ Leaden. 

In the Benf^ Legielatire Council, the GorernmenPe action in allying to the 
Central Gorernment for tte Mrriee of a number of army offieen to hold 
Cirllion poete in tte prorince wm criticized by the Oppoelfion. 

29lh. In the Houm of Commooei Mr, Amery, in hie reply to tte ^ate on India 
ei^ : **By for tte greatat eonecouena of the etroin impoeed npon Indiana 


I 
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•ooDomj liAi been the etrein on the food eitnitlon. Tint had been, and would 
eontinue to be, iiaite apart from the war, an inereaainriy asrioua problem.** 

A reference cl aeeptional importance waa made bj the Ooreroor-General, 
actina under at . 213 of the Qoyernment of India Act, to the Federal Court 
regaraing the powers of the federal leglelature to proride for the levy of Estate 
Duty in respect cf property other than agricultural land passing upon the death 
of any man. 

80th. The Muslim League Council authorised Mr. Jinnah to conduct negotiation 
with Mahatma Oandhi with a view to trying to arire at a settlement of the 
communal queetion. 

Mahatma Oandhi, in a press interTicw on the House df Commons debate, 
emphasised that the British Gorernmetit’s rejection of Lis offer did not in any 
way a' cct the formula for a communal settiemeut 


8*st. Work was started on the Kail way Beard *8 scheme fur the expansion of the 

communication system of Indian Railways. This is spart from the 16 cror^ 

plan for the dereloijment of the teie-commuuicationa system under the Posts and 
Telegraphs Depsrtment. 

The Famine Inquiry Commission presided orcr by Sir John Woodhead 

started work in New Delhi and hud informal talks with oflicers of the Food 
Department, gathering Information and generally settling procedure and 

programme. 

Sir Jogendra Singh, Member-in charge of Education, Health and Lands, 
presiding OTcr the 14th. conference cf Registrars of Co-operative Societies in 
Bombay, said : oan thiok of no other activity which could raise our Mother- 

land from proverty to power than the spirit of co-operation inipring all our 
social and eoonomio activities.** 


August 1944 

There was some correspondence between His Excellency the Viceroy 
and Mahatma Gandhi on the political situation in India. Mahatmaji 
was requested "to submit: a definite and constructive policy", on which 
Mahatmsp Gandhi offered soma substantive proposers, which were 
Intimately considered as unaooeptablo. 

A draft Hindu code prepared by the Rau Committee was pub- 
lished for the purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon. 

Lord Hardinge of Penhurst died at Kent. 

The Working Committee of the All-Parties Sikh C()u{ore.ioe pasied 
a resolution reieoting Mr* Bajagopalachari’s formula. 

Dr* Shyama Prasad Mukhorjee sounded a note o! warning that 
India was about to enter the most bitter and critioisl phase of Hindu 
Mualim relationship. 

Master Tara Singh, the Akali leader, returned to public life. 

The Working Committee of the All-Parties Sikh Conference 
demanded reservation of five percent shares in the Central Gffern- 
ment servioes. 

The Patna City Municipality was superseded for three years. 

Master Tara Singh, the Akali Leader, expressed the mw at Lahore 
that in the event of India being divided into PaUstan A Hindustan 
the Bikha would claim Sikhistar comprising Lahore and Amrit^, 
^e two most important centres ssociated with Shh history. 

A representative Oontorenoe of the Hindns of the Pnnjab paeeed 
a resolution protestlDg against the 0. B formula. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya was entirely opposed to the idea 

ot.MdstaBu 
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The^ MiAmiAdliiraj of Dubhongo, proddiiig ol Iho AU-Ihdbi ZiMid- 
holden* Chmierenoe in Oalcntto. appeal^ to ^ landholders to i^y 
their part in shaping the fatnre of the country. 

The Sikh PAnthic Oontsrenoe rejected the 0. B. formula. 

At a meeting of the Committee of the Bihar Chamber of Commerce 
it was resolved to send a telegram to H. E. Ahe Viiseroy to release 
the Congress Working Committee members and thereby initiate a 
move for ending the deadlock. 

lit. In the Beneal Legislstirfl Council, the consideration of the Agrieultursl 
Income-tax Bill was continued. Five clauses relating to computation of agri- 
cultural income-tax and allowances were passed. All amendments to modify the 
clauses were defeated. 

A draft Hindu Code prepared by the Hindu Law Committee of which Sir 
II. N. Rau was Chairman, waa publiabed from Madras for the purpose H 
elieitmg public opinion tbercon. 

2nd. Lord Hardiuge of Penaburet, former Viceroy of India, died at bie home 
in Kent. 

Sir J. P. Srivastava food member, Government of India, replying to a memo- 
randum aubmitied to him at Lucknow, by a deputation of laading cltisena of 
the U.P. on the auhject of communal settlement, said : ' I do not wish to 
damp^ the ardour of those of our countrymen who are anxious to fiud a com- 
promise formula; they are actuated by the best of motives ; b.it with all respect 
to them, 1 hold that the communiil problem cannot be solved by agreeing to the 
demand for Pakistan.** 

I'he Working Committee of the All-Parties Sikh Conference passed a reaoln- 
tioii at Lahore, rejecting Mr. Ra}agopalachari*s formula for a communal 
settlement, and calling upon the Sikhs to cany on a country-wide agitation for 
ite rejection. Sardar Balaev Singh, Development Miniater, roiijab, presided. 

Dr. Shyama Prasad Mocker jee gave the warning at Poona that India was 
about to enter the most bitter and critical phase of Hindu-Muslim relationebip. 
He appealed to Indiana to raise their voice sgainst the scheme for Pakletan 
ind Mahatms Gandhi to withdraw his offer to Mr. Jiuiiab. 

The suggestion that the Standing Joint Committee of both Houeee of 
PsTlltment on Indian Affaire ehould be revised was made to Mr. Amery, 
Secretary of State for India, in the House of Commons by Sir Rsipb Glyn. 

Brd. In the Bengsl Legislative Council, consideration of the Agricultural Income- 
tax Bill was resumed. The opposition moved an amendment for the deletion of 
a sub-clause to clause 2b relating to aBsessment. 

Master Tera Singh, the Akali Leader, decided to return to public life, In 
order to guide Sikh opposition to the C. R. formula for a Commnnal eetlleroent. 

Sir Feroz Khan, in a broadcast from London, sounded a note of warning 
that the food situation in India remained grave and sbortagee of the previous 
winter might be repeated. 


4th. Mr. M. A. Jinnah, President, All-India Muslim Lesgue* in pursoanoe of the 
reeointion paeced at the Karachi session of the ' All-Indis Mueilm Ljegne in 
Dec. 1943, appointed a Planning Committee whose main function would be to 
survey the conaltione of Indie, partimlarly of the Pakistan area, with a view 
to preparing Mnelime to participate effectively in the commercial, industrial 
and agricultural expansion, especially after the war. 


Bth. The 44tb. meeting of the Provincial Board for Anglo-Indian and EntoreiB 
Education. Beneid. was held In Calcutta. 

BU ManxiM* fomn OiW Jnitie., Kedod Ooort, in . nM on 

WMtion of .df-<irtminin.tion in Mr. BaJagowlMdutl^ **4 V* ^ 

Ocipp. ofo, .rid: ‘Tban to on. point in Hr. BaWmlMhart • fontnl. te tta 
wtUemaat of tb. Hiadn^HMlIni tiueiti.n, meeiaflT ft; ralation to ^tha Orim 
offer, •hinh aMda wnno etoriffeation. .to., when predMly tba toana ot aigiaintian 

‘‘n^W^tog COBBittea of tfaa JiU>FBtico Bikh Can toa ya adoptod a 
rcMinlian dMMadiag rawmlion of lltra ptor Mat .bam for MM In^ Ontrni 
Qovcrnneol Servlet In 'View of importance of the Bikhe ia the eonntry 

2 



a msDisiiiiiinuiLUBmi [(mmiw- 

I. tt. M mdrf. w •. i-Ar 

•%ji£sJ?stA s^jssa 

whidi m ilill ia tht feaadt « lM|a atoekMs ia Ika HUiiiaa'’ 

Mr. Jlaaab, la a PMa latvfia* at Lahoia aa Ika OaaAI-JIaaah MhUhl 
■ asaiad tba Sikh Obaimaitf aad Ott laadm tkat Ika Marital Lagaa «aw 
aadiavoai la iMat Oririaat dtaMads "ia a wj tair aad i w ao oah i a my t 
▲ Ttm Mola fnna lm>Drikt aaid : **118 fkariaa lamin C a Ba di riaa 


▲ ?Ma Mola fnna Ma«>Drikt aaid : **110 fkariaa Iimin C p aa di riaB 

kara Jut aosplalad ttw krariag el oflduu el afltaan el tka fOM Dcpartmalt 
Mt.'B. E. Bnmia|ii Baaial^, lit. B. B. 6w, Diiaetar Gaaaret Feed, Mr. 
Binaarart Baftar, Bpadal OBear, Mr. W. H. Ktaaj, B a tto a fa Mt Adriaar na lb. 

^^niallJtaaO^^lurfS^^ nu aoparaadad for tkiaa yura froaa'AaK. fr aad 
Um DItIrlot lugiitete of Poino was ofpototid lo bo io elwfie of the 


Blr da Pa BemamiDy Iyer. VIoMhenedlor of the Unimtity of TinfaBCQfee 
lepodleted the theory propoonded bf Mr* Edward ThonpaoD ano othara both in 
ladle aa(i abroad tmd the Indian Btatea were mere ereatloDe of the PemmoBDi 
Power aod aa each ooald lay claim to no apoelal righta or prl?ilegea aad eenld 
eren be eliminated. 

JThmm . Bahador 8. Mahamed Jaa. ii. l. o. (Benicall, la a efafnaeate aaid ; 
'*Whlle"Mr. Jlanah appealed to the Prem and to the Leadere of all OornmaalOea 
to midatain complete trace and apply thdr encreiee to create an atmoephere of 
frlendttneea and goodwlirt he felt no aernple to coat aeperaione upon thorn 
Mnallm partlea who are oppoacd to hla preaent politlea by dcaeribing them aa 
«mttdh-f 00 m polltloal coterlea attempung to create dieaoliy and dlcmption 
among the Muelima.** 

Tfha It waa announced at Lahore that the Pnniab Oovemment woaki enter the 
market for a loan of Re. 2.70,OQ|000 In the form of a farther laeue of the 3% 
Pnn]i^ BmdM, 1958. The bemda would b^ Intereet of 8% p. a. 

lira. y. L. Pandit In an Inter? lew at illahabad aaid : '*8atlBfactioa haa been 
expreaaed that no zeoarrenoe of laet year*a tragedy eao take place in Bengal 
and that the general condition ia free from anxiety. Tbla picture la a mialead- 
ln|[.on^and famine In Bengal cannot be referi^ to In the poet tei an** 






wmd ilw AMooiMiOB'i amp 
I BtngiU Miktifi Omidl. 



kMi prim of iib Old ^ 

iM vra Mm U liod loMmtai 
te piodiiM will ffo Id Ika Mflniii. do 
OD iht Mp^lM mnl te mUta 


idfMi iMp ml tdlD 
niNPUMd Ml 


f tfktr, In i tdesfui In Mr. N. 0. Ohill«iiD» from BomImj, 
Moonrtgloff to note Hinds Bengnl hM rim Id Iho Domios 
Dtegrit^ of Indin. Our fntbin got imanbad rim pnrlltlM of 
r lont. mxm% mnih Ihn monoMd nnrtirion of IndIn ovn hdan 


- Iho iitjoc 

th^ mnj 

oosnaspltos.* 

M^8rint?m Bnitri, In n Pmt 

GmjQd ond hit ooUtagnoi ‘to nhi 

n iolstiM of the eommnnol pioblm. 
lllh. Mr. V. D. Boforktr, 

Mid : "It It moot Mooon 

Ip diftnd the Integrity 

Basg^ W<^ their tone, miMt uinth the propoied pnrtltfon of IndIn oven bMoN 

^ for IndIn npiiolnted BIr Toritk AMCor All, Mtlng ohtef 

Jotiloo of BMgnl, no one of hit ndriom from Nofonbor. 11. 

Mnelw Tnit Bingh, the Aktli iMdtr, tn p i med the flew nt Lnhon : "In Iho 
omi of the portitm of Indit into Bindnothnn nnd !l^kloUinn, the Bikho wosid 
not ml oontent witboni n Borerrign Btnte of tholr own, eomimolDg Lhhofo nnd 
Aaritetr. Iho two moot importent mtm ooooeinted with Mkh hiolOfj nnd 
enltsro.” 

Bir Atlinl Bnqnoi aenber of the Vioeiojii Bioontifo Oonodt In ohnigo of 
Omnorae. IndnitriM nnd Oiril BnpdIto Dmnrtment doolHod In Onwsttn : 
"The Gofcrnaont of IndIn nro anting nil cfforte to oniignnid Indinlt telonal 


i^^frpajho lapMl of Joraoo^nfter tho^wor." 


nl 

ho. 

Iho 


BIr 01 P. BnaMwnay Ijor. Dewnn of TnanaoM fai on Interrioir 
TriTondroB. ttid : 'Then oio oooooione whm plnln op^ng nt nil 
coato nn doaontery dnty; nnd It In haurtentng nt this SnneUiio to 
aofing nppool by Mr. Brinimn BMtri." 

lllh. Mr. Rifi Bstt, In nn inteniow nt Lohoio, mid : Tho anin objoot of Iho 
Muolla Ltogoo Flnnnino OoBaltteo It to daw np n progmam for Iho 
ooonoaie rogonoation of tbo Moolla Ooaasnlty. 

Tbo Fnaloo Inquiry OoaaiMlon hold lit flat atoling In Onlonllo. lla 
Ooaaiooion henid the ofidonoo of MnJor.GMm Wood, inmtor Gonoal of 
Monition PiodootiM nnd foratrly Boeaiuy, Food BopnriMit, Oofonuml of 
Indin. 

Ittb. A apiomtntiro Oonfoaneo of tho BIndoo of tho Pnnjob, (nt Lnhoa) 
n rcoolnuon otangly proteeting ogrinot tho 0. B. fomnln. 

Mr. Brinifoen Btetn, nddreoeinj; n pnblio aooting In Midmn In nn 
tiro nnd eritfonl nnolytit of tho 0. R. foranln, otiongly oppootd It 

14th. At tho Joint Beioion of tho two Boom of tho TteaneoM 
osrplno of Re. 12933 lekbo (lor 1944-49) woe nntidpol 
Bcerotery to tho XaToneoa Oofonmait^ Mr. B. Mnaynnn 


Ramwnal Aiyor, Dewnn Paeldent paelded. 

BIr Foroe Khnn Boon mnaod bin dntteo no Doieneo 
Oonnoil. 


raaneoa Legtelnlnain aootel 
I nntidp^ by tfaFlnnneiol 
• B. Mnaynnn Aiyor. BIr 0. P, 


im. 

of tho VleoMyie 
oteteomt nl Allehnbod, ooldt *1 m 


PnndIt Mndnn Mohnn MnloTlyn, In n i 
Mtiaiy oppoeod lo tho Ida of Fnkletnn.' 

In tho Bengel IngielntiTO Oonneil. tho Obiof Mlnloter. Btr Nerianddin 
Molnlned tho orannaMte a^ ” dtetrlhnlton of 

qtenlno nnd other nntt-aolnrinl drm In te diolriele. ^ ^ ^ ^ 

ft'ssWisasjs 

. MIk fm. likM. to th. l«o r 
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liMIk The Oiloatto Corporfttion Adopted • nenlntion fopporting tlie moro of 
iMurtaui Gon&i And Mr, JiuoAb to end the polltieid doAdloc^n lodiA And 

^^fok^WoodLnSno^ gnve nn iden of the tnek befon the Fninine 
Inqni^ Oommieeion Atnn Inform aI meeting of the membere of the Oommieeion 
end repneentAtifee of the OeleuttA Pieee end newi egeneiee in OelenttA. 


17fh. The Bengnl LegieletlTo Council, by 22 TOtee to 13, defeeted nn Adjournment 
modon relAtiug to the Alleged non-AveiiAbility of rice At MidnApoie And neigh- 
bonring Tillegee. 

The Femine Inquiry Commlecion heerd the evidence of Mr. M. 0. Innes, 
lormely greine jpureheeing officer under the Bengnl Government. 

ne rni^Ab Government during the week ended Auguet ic; deepetched 4,43G 
tone of food greine to the deficit provincce* Of thie, 
eent to the N. W. F. P. 


1,^7 tone of whent free 


tSlh. The MehAr^adhireje of Derbhenge, presiding it the All-India Landholders* 
Conference in Cfalcutta, made an appeal to landnoldera to play their legitimate 
port in ehaping the future of the country. 

In the Bengal Legislative Council, the Agriculture Minieter, Khan Bahadur 
B. M. HocMiu made too atetementa, one about the Government plan to increaae 
the milk eupply in the province and Uie other relating to the appointment of 
Army officera to eome civilian poata. 

The Famine Inquiry Commiaaiou. examined wiineaaea (in Caleuita). 
Major-Gen. Paton, formely surgeon -General, Dr. B. Mookerjee and Major 
Lakahman, paat and present directors of Public Health reepectively. 

The Government of Bengal directed an enquiry into certain allegationa made 
peraonally againet Mr. B. F. Pain (Minieter for Commuuicatlona and Worka), 
when holding the office of Chairman of the Hoorah Municipality. 

Correspondence paaaed between Hta Excellency the Viceroy A Mahatma Gandhi. 
The Viceroy atated inter alia : **If you submit to me a definite and conatruotive 
poliey, 1 ahall be glad to consider It.*’— Mahatma Gandhi’s proposals were 
not accepted. 

tfith. The Famine Inquiry Commlesion examined more wItneiMi on medical and 
public health cervices. 

The Bt Hon, Brlnivas Bastri expressed the view in Madras that the latest 
prononnoement of the Viceroy had worsened the eituation^ and waa oaleulated to 
fruatrate efforts to bring about Hindu-Muslim ■ettlement, 
loth. At the eoneludiug leuion of Uie All-India Landholders* Conference in 
Oalotttta various probleme affeeting the rights and welfare of the landholding 
Community were diseuaied. Mabarijadhiraja Bahadur U. C. Mahtab of 
Burdwah presided. 

Hi. Bikti Puithic (npnMDtotive) Oonfnenca bdd .t Amiitiu andn the 
imiidwublp of Mt. Mohui Bingb wIoptMi . rMOintion condauDiiig and 
laiMtlnK the 0. S. formal, aad •utbonsinK BlMtw Tara Biagb to carry oo 
omotiauoaa with rarioua orgaalcationa io tb. eoootry with a riew to lafc- 
goardliM the claim, uid right, of tb. Bifch Oommnolty. 

The Bombay LcoialotiT. CkmgiMa Par^ at ito mcatioa In Bombay, adopted a 
iMolatlon aappottiiiK tha pmpma made by Blabatma Oaodhi for tb. Matloa 
of rite poHtieu dmdlloek aod edadnaaiag to. .ttitad. of tho Btilteh GoTam> 
■mt towaida tbno, m roTMlM la tbo .taUimeata of tbo Scentary of State la 
Boon of Oommona and of tbo vlcaroy In Un reply to Mahatma Gandbl’a 
tetter. 


Slot The bwlnn Inooiry Oommlmion in Oalcntte btord tba Mowob of Doeca, 
aho «M lUiliater for Agrbnltatt aad also atecd aa Hioiitet ter Oommaroa for 
a Aoit time in tbt Kaalid Boqo, Mlntotry.— Tho Nnwab jnro nceonat of the 
otepflM toM to Mtabifab tbouiroatorato of OMI S^pHin nod bin niimuient 
Of tha j rin r lqwt bg food pceltfa m at the timn. 

Mr. V. S.B^i«m6aminaatatemiatfkwa Mntoa iMd: “If powm ie 
not tobo tnmlMmlte hrmoto of tririoh tbo toot doMo to tho liach^. no 
TboPtoteten bad, of too m wt teg b itwii a tho two grant teadeto 

. M»..ll. A. Jlnonh. too otiteMt from Bwrtoy oho r od t -I cotegorholiy 
doogtoto I bow •«« >Mdo om^ w oooi onyjiateit to To tom 

to mr MBbar of too Mkh Omomoaito or om b^ olio. Oo too 
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CHBONIOLE OF BFfiHTB 


Hr. P. N. Bft 09 ci}«^ WM 
tbe ficit Miolftar of CHfil 


eoDtHHrj, 1 both publioly and pxiTatelyi ifqnaatad tha SiUi I t ada r i, to 
•end M Ihdt oonaldoiad pnpotalt which thof dMn to ba Ih tha bad iiitmrta 
of lha 8lkh Oommniilty, aaaarinK them Uiat 1 ahalt andaavoiv to mat tham in 
a?a^ poaaibla way”. 

lha Famina Inquiry Oommiaaioa 
lormdy Miniater of Be?anaa (Bengal) and waa 
Biwliaa In the Fadul Haqua lliniatry. 

Tha Fiahariaa Oepaitmant of tha Goranmant of Baneal, in ordar to Inpiova 
llah aupply in Galcatta and to inoraaaa‘*ita production in tha didricta, worked 
hard to gfra affect to rarioua aohamca apread o?ar iba antira prOTinca. 

2M. Maatar Tara Bingb, tha Akal^ leader, commenting on Mr. Jinnahh atala- 
mant aaid at Amritaar s “Mr. Jinnah, while contradicting tha falaa report of 
hia making an offer to the Sikhs, iovitea tha Sikha to tend him nropoaale for 
aafeguarding Sikh intereata. Why ahonid tha Sikha sand thtir petition to Mr, 
Jinnah : why ahonid ha preaume that ba and Mr. Gandhi are tha final anthorl* 
tiaa who can aeai tha fata of the Sikha ?** 

Dr. B. 8. Moonie, in a Prase statement from Bombay, made an appeal to 
Hindu youtha “not to ace Mr. Gandhi, go to Bombay to aea Mr. Jinnah, if they daaira 
to aara the Hindu nation from committing auioide. 

aeth. The Bt. Hon. V. 8. Brinivaea Saatri. addressing the members of the Maharaatra 
Mandal, Vapery, Madras, reiterated hia opposition to Pakistan and threw out a 
anggaation that the iasue be decided by a board of arbitratora oonaiating of a 
Ohineae, a Frenchman and an American. 

aath. Mr. Raiagopalachari, addressing a public meeting at Trlplieana, made an appeal 
to Indians to trust Mahatma Gandhi and Mr. Jinnah and abide by their decisiona. 

Tha Travancora Aaaembly continued diseuaalon on tha Land Bayan*ia and 
Ineoma-Tax demand. 

Tha Goyarnmant of Mysore announced the appointment of Mr. T. 8ingai« 
yalu Mndaliar ae Vice-chancellor of the Mysore Uniyaraity in place of Mr. £. G. 
Me Alpine. 

2eth. 8ir Thomas Rutherford, Goyarnor of Bibar, in hie speech at a Proyincial 
Durbar at Ranchi, dealt on tha policy and programme of tha Proyincial 
Goyarnroant. 

Mr. V. D. Bayarkar, in a message to Mr. 8. Panda. Beeretary, All-India Hindn 
Btndents* Federation, said : “Wa must stand by the integrity of oar motherland 
and defend Hindustan to tbe last braatii. 

In tha 8rl Mulam Assembly (Triyandrum) disenesion on the demand for a 
grant of Rs. 55,42,685 for tha Registration Dapartmant, morad by Mr, 
Madhhya Kumpa, Director of Registration, was continnad. 

Mth. Mr. 0. Raisgopalaobari, addressing a public meeting in Madras, referred at 
the outset to tba moyemant contemplated In Aug. 1942 and aaid that there 
was a large section of tha people, namely Muslims, who said that they had 
nothing to do with that moyemant. ^ ^ . 

Tht JiianehgiUr Guardian raised tha question whether alactiona lor tha Indian 
Proyincial Legislaturaa should not ba held at once— **na soon, that li^ tha 
military aituatioo landera it safe to lalaaae tha intmrnad Oongreaa laadan." 

?8fh. Sir Bultan Ahmed, Member for Information and Broad casting In hia addraaa 
to the Publie^^Adyiaory^ftomit^ Delhi) anryayad tha progma of tha 


Qoyemmant i 


publicity aotlyidaa. 


lith. At a ioint Prasa Confaranca in Oalcutta, a strong plea to tha public to be 
their own oanaoia, both in apaaeh and writiog, waa made by high military 
apokaamen of the Baalarn Oommand. 

Hfk. Mr. M. A. Jlanab mt « to MdMtm Gudhi .driiiii. Out 

HqitoalMr 7— « uy day thanaftor— wonld nit kla tor bit auMtog wltti 
Mnstn, QndhL 

Mr. M. K. Vdlodi. TIndl, OomaiMiogw. Gonraant M Mia, . aeowipw to d 
to Mr. T. Joam,- Tnai, Ontrallar, Bngal. tMtod tba Madia Otonte ol 
tioaaaw, (Untto, and d h B MM d wlUi^ tha r a p aantottwi of tba ~ 
oantioBB ralailBg to doth aad yan trada. . . 

naTMTiMOM fri Mates Aaambly inaMbtel Glr C P. 

Dam, Pw d dnt md i Un g, aad ti y to da d aoa4n(Bl I 


ns nouir ammuil nmens 

I tht FinfaM iMidiy CIdwImIm «l 


[ n AiisiMr 


iMdiy C IdwI m Im «k« ipMl amdf • «wk la 
v&mf • mabM o( tom ood vIlliieH 
Mb dMtllMitloB. (rtonfo aad aidtal fMlIite. 


i iiii l M ^l |^ti MDipott B iwB gM i M Mb dlMriMtloB, (rtonfi Bad MDdkal fMlIidlO. 

At a awi Uag et tha OowItMa ol tta Bihar Ghaaibar of OoMaMrn, bald 
at >Bta% It waa daoldad to aaad a taln iaM to H. B. lha yieproy to wUaae tht 
OBa^gH^oddac OoM Mltt ai a i a a i hw aad th i w h y laMaM a awtfo for aadlag 


Sf^tondbcr 1944 

Tha Oaiidhl*Aiiiah mgottaUoaa whloh ware earriad on dnei 
Saptambar 9, broka dotra oa Sapkambar 97, wban Um tiro laadara auk 
lor tha htak tiaN for oaa aad a half botm. Ifr. Jiaaah haadad 
oiar ko PraaaoMB aoi^ of kha aorraapondaoaa whioh paaaad batwaaB 
him aad Mahaknn Oaadhl fa tha eoaraaol tha Bombay talks. 

Tha oonaapoodaaoa raraalad that tha two loaders omild aot ooata 
to aa agraaowot oa tha qaaetioB of tha two aatioas theory, plebisoita 
ftnd otbar itmota 

Giaai Shar EUa^, aa AkaU leader stated at Lahore that tha 
Ettkhs would daaiaad aa iadapaodaok Soiatsiga Hkh State in tha 
avoat of Mahatma Qaadhi aad Mr. Jiaaah agreeing to the proposal 
of a di^rioa of tha aonntry into Hindu India and MnsUm India. 

Bead Bndr baaama tha Jidat Honmary of tha ]^ia 

Loague of Amariea. 

86 professors of tha Dalhi ‘Dnivarsity, signed a joint statameak 
sun^otting Mahatma Gandhi and Mr. Jinaiji. 

Mahatma GandU aad Mr. Jinnah mat at tha latter’s residanaa in 
Bombay on Saptambar 9th. 

A deputation on hahaU of tha Hindu Woman’s Association waited 
oa Sir Asoka Boy, Law Mambatb GoTcrnment of India ra : Hindu 
Intastata Suoosasion BOl. 

Mr. M. A. linnah. President of tha Ali-India Muslim League issued 
an Id sa a a s ag a , in whioh ha stated tiiat ha was glad to note that 
tha Muslims were "moiing from strength to strength.” 

Sikh oppotition to Bajagopalaohati-Gaiidhi formula was yoioad by a 
number of speakers at Baw^plndi, indlnding Master Ibra Singh, Saidar 
Mangal Slagh and Saidar Ajit Singh. 

Or. B. B. Ambadkar, Labour Member to tha Govammant of India, 
at a meeting at Hyderabad, amphasised that tbe goal of tha Depreasad 
dassas was the sharing of tha power of tha Govarnmant of tha oountry. 

' Dr. B. 8. Moonje e ipee ss ad his yiaw in Madras that the dirision 
of India into Hindustan A Pakistan would neither promote unity 
nor seeure Indq^andehoe. 

The India (MisoeOanaons Proritiana) Bill whioh nmde oaitain rpinor 
tadmioal amendments to the Gorernmant of India Aot was givaii a 
seoond reading in the House of Oommons. 

Mr. Y. D. Barailcar, Praddant of tha AlLIndia Hindu *'*»ifitaHia. 
ia a statement horn Bombay said that tim proposal to Thriaeet India 

had asaumad "a far mora dangerous aspaok. .........than it had mi 

the day whan the (Gaadhi-naaali) talks botim”. 

let. A PrMa*Hots stated that a? Msaea was raeaidad bafoia tha Ehmiaa laqaiiy 
Oomwlaitoa by tte oA^ OaaerHS PsrUasNataiy Fbi 9 whMi was rsprsaHMa 
by Dr.Il.eaayBlaBd Or.A7a;OkU. 
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^—•1 BIwr fiUijBk « pramfiMBt JOM Mir. M al Umt: Mr. 

M Mr. JIbmIi fiialij m a ma fm M dMami of tha aoaatiy lato 
laMa aad Maalim Indfaik Ilia ralia woidd damaod the matibo of aa Mi 


*VMr.OMU 


Bikh Stale.’’ 


tai. Mr. M. A. Jiaaah, PiMeat of tka AMadla Maalim Leagaa, ia a atatamaol 
liOBi Bombay, mHf : "My atlintion baa ban dtama to a lai^ ot Maaiar 
Tara SiM'i mtrrfiiw Ibal baa epparntd la tba Biaaa.. T&a ataiOBMai aMli by 
Maalor Tara SioiA that Lhad arndbanoffir toBujaMabcairaf DayalS^ wbln 
waa dlaeiMaed at a Itelbl maatkaa of Sinibia aadraba la ndraly OBtraa.” 

Mr. A. K. Bbilol Haq, fonaar Baagai Pmakr, aonmad a aoaiaianoa la 
Oaieatia of all-ladla NadOBallal Moamaa to eoaahkr tb^ atiitada a^‘ yn* 

g ^nuna in laapaei ot the paopoBala for a Hiada-Maallm aatticiaaoa and Aa 
B.famttla. 

Tba Fmaiaalaqaiiy GnamMon beard Aa arldaBae of lepiaaaalalifaa of Aa 
Indfaa. federation of labooe. tba RaiBeal DemoeiaUe Party. Ae Commuidat Parly 
of Bengal Aa Mgal Piofintud Kiabaa Babha and Aa Bolaherib Fariy of 
India. 

frd. Mr, BL Akram Kbaa, Vice Praaidanl of Aa Bansal Profiaeial MaaHm Leagaa, 
Dr. A. M. Malcfe, MXJk., Scoiatacy, Bangal liiietlBi Leona Parliamentary 
Party and Mr. Abdal KaM, a.L.A., Joiat aeerelary, fieoKal CoalUioo Pat^, 
iaaoed a atataaiant atrongty eiiiieinag Frofeaaor Tbompaoo'a latter A Iba Spec* 
taior OB tba Irnttan deadloek. 


Mh. Pearl Back beeame Aa foiaC Hoaorary Pfceidaal of Ae India League of 
Amarlea wiA Dr. Un Ta tang, Gbinaaa antbor and pbifoeopber. 

A FreM Note atated that eantinuiag Aeir rzaaiinaiioa of aon-ofUeial 
witnmeeiK ibe Feailna laquiry Commimion heard xepreacutatiYm of Aa MarwarL 
Baagal National ladka and Maalim Obambem of Oommerea. 


aib. The Tkaranoore Sri Gbitia State Gooncil oommenoed aemion at Trifendram. 
wlA Sir 0. P. Bamaawaad Aiyar, Dewan Prwddaot, bi Aa ebair. 

Tba Akali leader. Matter Tara Siagb, told Ptem repreaentatifee Aat Aa‘ Bala^ 
gopalacbari-Gaiidbi fonaala waa poaiiTr^ daagefoaa to At Biklm Ho aaid :™ll 
ia not ao maeh Ae Tiriaeothm of India aa Aat of tba Sikhe. Aeeording to tide 
Aa Sikh eomiaanlty will be ao diridad Aat oaa half ot tbam will go under Maalim 
rale and Ae oAer belt under Hindu rule. Tbit te oertainly a deaA blow A 
one political aAtae and we eanoot agree A it” 

Sir J. P. SriTaeUTa, food member, addreeeing the Obmmittee of Ae Indian 
Merebanta’ Gbamber on Ae food aitoaUon in India, aaid : Taking tba aount^ 
aa a wbolOb in reapeet of price oootrol and of mo?ement nndar the baaic plan, 
the poaition is not too nnaatiafacAry, I do not razicaat Aat Ae food proUam 
baa Dean lolf ed or Aat wo are yet out of Ae wood.” 

MAatma Gandhi piaeided over a maeting of Ae AU<lndia Village Indnetriee 
Amociation at Scfagram. It waa dceideo A arrange for training in rural 
hygiene and aanitotion and A carry oat tmta in MaganwadI A eiamine Aa 
poaaibllitim of uaing bnUocka in oonuaotion with Ae mannieetnre of pnper pulp. 
6th. 85 Profeaeoce. tneludiiig four Pdnoipala, belonging A different Gollcgea of 
Ao Unirarelty of Delhi, eigncd a joint lAtement whiA aaid Aat the meeting 
between Mahatma Gandhi and Mr. JinaA offered an opportunity A make a 
deeiaita Aift in Aa political situaUon. 

Sir R. K. Shanmulbam Obatty, glring an account of Ac Bratton Woode eon- 
ferenea A atudanto in MAraa, aaid that Aia waa Aa firat of Aa great peace 
conferaneca aa It undertook A tackle lome of Ae prAleme which Ac peace 
would force on Ae world. 


7A. A Preae NoA on bow BAar faced the food crieie on Ae prerione year 
waa dcacribed by Ae tapreeentotWm oi the Bibar GoTemmant beaded by Mr. 
R. E. Roeeel. Aarieer A Ae Governor of Bihar, in Aeir eridenee before Aa 
Famine Inquiry Commimion in CUcutta. 


8A. Mabalma Gandhi Aid Mr. Hari Preeanna Miera, General Saeiatary, All- 
India HAda Stndeuto’ Fedarathm at Waidha : 'T will not ignore or eompromlae 
a aiBgla Ataraal be ante.” 

fA. Gandhi aad Mr. Jinaah met at Aa lattark raaidenee (Bombay). 

Qaodhi aad Mr. Junab, A a ioAt aAtemanl, aaid : ” Wa baya bad 
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tkOM bonn* fnnk and fiiendlj talk ^hkh wiH ba reaumed at 5-30 fun* on 
Ifondaf.** 

Lt Ool. Malik Hhkr Hyat Khan Tiwona, Prcmiar of tba Panjabi Mtaatad 
ttdnat the lafleotiona on the Indian Amy by Mr. William Philltpa, Praaldeiit 
Soaetali'a peraonal repraaentAtive in India. 

Iha Famine luquirr OommiHion heard Mr. Tank Nath Muk’:ieriee, ReTanue 
Miniatar, Bengal on the organisation of relief xneaanrcs during the famine of the 


organisation of relief xneaanrcs during the famine of the 


pcevlonr year. • 

Mr. N. 0* Chatterjee, inreaiding at the Barioal Hindu Oonference, reitamted his 
condmnation of the Bajagopalachari formula. 


10th. Mr. M. S. Aney* Oovernment of India's ReproHeritatire in C^lon, in a 
Press statement, wished success to Mahatma Gandhi and Jinnan in 
arriring at a settlement of the Hindu Muslim problem, first, on the footing 
of an undivided and indivisible India and secondly, scith due regard to the 
iiiteresta of other minorities. 

Mr. Tushar Kanti Qhosh put Bengal'^ sneoial diiliculties (•cfoie Mabatma 
Gandhi at Bombay in detail and expressed apprelkcnsion that her intoreats 
might not be safeguarded if a proper realisation of such c liticalties was not 
mMe at the lime. 


lltta. The talks between Mahatma Gandhi and Mr. Jinnuh lasted f>'om 5-^10 p. m. 

Just sfter bis talks, addressing the congregation at BitIa Pause, Mncatma 
Gandhi said : "We are fully alive to our responsibility and stioiniug every 
ntMTve to come to a settlement. But we realise that ultimately ih'i result lies in 
God’a good hands. You should, therefore, all prav that lie may guiie ua 
and give us wisdom to serve the cause of India." 

Mahatmaii added that Mr. Jinnab told him : "If we vart without coming tc 
an agreement we shall proclaim bankruptcy of wisdom on our t>Brt." 

A deputation on behalf of the Hindu Women's AsBOiiAtion wsiled on 8ii 
Aaoka BOV/ Law Member/ Ouvcriim^ut of India when they submitted their 
protest against the enactment of the proposed Hindu Intestste iSuccession Bill. 

Relesse of political leaders and the establishment of a National Government 
were urged by the Oomroou wealth Party of England, in a booklet/ which 
embodied the Party's policy for the year ]944>45. 


12th. The Gandhi-Jinnah talks were resimicd at 10-30 a. in. nnd la.ated two-and-a- 
half hours in the morning, i'he leaders met again in tlie a|iuiioon from 5 30 
to 7 p. m. 

The Bombay Government's post-wnc recouatniction plan was the subject of 
a long discusalon when the Bombay Provincial Kiiral I cvt.lo}>meiit Board 
resumed its meeting. 


18th. The Gsndhi-Jinnah talks were resumed. In the morning the two leaders 
met for two hours ar.d a quarter. 

In the Memorandaro furnished to the Famine Inquiry Cummission were 
mentioned the large increase in the population of Calcutta, the efiuot of air 
raids. dieturbauccB in trsde, large scale (uircheses by iiidustriul concerns and 
rise in prices. \ 

A deputation on behalf of four aseociatioos waited on Bir Asoka Koy, Law 
Member. Government of India, and explained the reasons for their opposition 
to the Hindu Law Committee as also the draft Hindu Code publiahea by the 
committee. 

Bir Asls-nbHi^que, Commerce Member, Governjneut of India, when be met 
the Bombay Muslim Chamber of Commerce in Bombay, declared: ^^here would 
be no oeoasiou for any Government intervriition if tradesmen behaved properly 
and sought moderate profits, but if they created conditions of fiimine in paiiicular 
oommodiUte, then the Ooverumeot would certainly intervene." 

14th. A Press Note said what relief oiganfsationa were able to a. thieve and the 
nature of the problems which engaged the attenflon of tlie Famine Inquiry 
commisaioo. when they heard the evidence of non -official relief eocieties. 

Hia Exoellenoy Bir Mauriea Hallett, Governor of the United Provinees, 
opening the annual session of the Council of the Indian Roads Conneas at 
Lucknow, emphasised that there must be an All-India Transport Board to 
co-ordluitc the of r-B-rays, rvSu Uausport and air lines, to deal also 

with the development of the Indian postal and telegram system, and in parti- 
cular the improvement and extension U the telephone service. 
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rcqaittod file GofenoieDt of lodie to mmpi if 
Peper Ooofnd Older. If elio eeked for pemMon to 

« fo print ife oelendai ptmpiilefei hnndbooki end 

teswOOke ee before. 

ne reeamed Gendhi-Jinnah moefing leafed ebont 100 minufea. 

Mehefme Gendhra 75Ui. birthday waa oelebreted in Bwbey. 

ISIh. A deputetion of fhe Priooea' Chamber waited on the Vioeroy to dlaenaa 
mieationa relating to the Indian Btatea in general. Ihe dmutation Inelnd^ the 
Uhaneellor, the Pro-Chanoellor. and the ruiera of Baroda, Bahawaipnr, Bikaner, 
Patiala, Dholpur. DangMpur and Rampur. 

Ifahatma Gandhi and Mr. Jinnah met again, the talka laatlng an horn and 
40 minntea. 

lifh. Mr. Lalchand Hirachand, in hia preaidential addreaa at the 12th. annual 
meeting of the Indian Bogar Mills Aaaoctation, held at Oawnpore, obaerved t 
cannot agree to the total control, aa ia being exeroiaed at preaent by the 
Government. Any ayatem of control must bear a relationship to the level of 
economie development of a country. The striking features of the war-time 
economic oontrola in India is that there ia control without development. 

A PrcM Note stated how the famine aituation developed in Bengal, the 
measures which the Government took and the widespread nature of the problems 
which faced the province were reviewed by Sir Naaimuddin, Chief Minister, 
before fhe Famine Inquiry CommiBsion. 

The Commission also heard Mr. N. R. Barker who gave an account of the 
policy pursued by the Government of India, of which he waa member from 
August 1941, until February, 1943. In a memorandum furnished to the com- 
miMion. Mr. Barker gave his analysis of the causes of the famine and his views 
on the future. 


liMt; Caleutta Univenlty 
from Ibe operation of the 


I7lh. A meeting of the Working Committee -of the Bengal Provincial Hindu 
Mahasabha was held in Calcutta, Dr. S. P. Mookerjee presiding. The me^ng 
passed a resolution contending that due to the had storage arrangements w 
the Bengal Government, thousands of maunds ol foodstuff become deoompoaed 
and had to be thrown awa^r* 

The Gandhi-Jinnah meeting laiMd an hour and a half. 

Bir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar, supply member, opening the National Bolllag 
Mill near Calcutta said that the progress the country had made during the war, 
especially industrial progress, was a matter of great satisfaction. To some extent, 
it had exceeded pre-war ideas. 

Bir Zia-ud-Din Ahmed, Vice-Chancellor, Aligarh Muslim University and a 
signatory to the Bargent scheme of post-war education, in an article examined 
tine scheme from the Muslim point of view. 


IWk. Sir John Border and Messrs Guthrie, Campbell and Fairbabm gave evidence 
before the Famine Inquiry Commission on behalf of the Bengal Chamber of 
CkMameiee. 

Mr. M« A. Jinnah, President of the All-India Muslim League iaaned an **Id’* 
mttagn. He said : '‘Bince mf last *Td*' message to you, our progtssa ae a 
nation has been steady and solid. We have moved from strength to strength, 
and to-day, I am bqppy to say, I find the Mnasalmans of India united as 
one man, ready for any saeriflee for the advancement of our national caose.” 

leilb The Gnndld-Jinnah talks lasted 90 mianten. Mahatma Gandhils earnest 
psnysf to all present was that if they had the good of the country at heart 
MtOMtsd India tp be free sad indepeadsnt at the eartiest ssossent thev 
tihMihi establish the dkwest bonds of friendship between Hindus and ] 
ef all other communities. That was die best that every 
irntod to do uid eoiM do. 

MoBto IptM b, r .rate M 

ig Bute Ibogd BtaA (Oiatnl) mm 

r AM «ii|A, Fmtin Mliitter, i. (h. mn. .1 .pa.^ at th. 

Bnweliifedi Akeli Oonfereaoe. 

DiftiS Pwltot .ot tt. Bo.ft.rn liiffl. n*# 

~ ' ~ * larapam nfand to fto hftu. of Aagto-IoftMO in 

Bltoffto eontqr, irift portfenlw nfowieo to 
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TH£ INDIAN ANNQAL BWISVEB 

— Id-ul Fiir, ooe of the moet importent Mmlim fcrtlvol«, which narki the 
ead of the 30 deye' feet in the month of Bemen, ere* celebmted thronishotit Imlin. 

Dr. B. B. Ambedker, Labour Memto to the Gtovemmmit of Iwdia, at m 
meeting ocgnniaed by the Hyderabad Stale Scheduled Oaatee’ Fedecalioo. 

that the fi^ of the depieaacd elateei wee the ehaiing of the power of 
the Gofemment of the oonntry. 


flat. The Gandbi-JInnah talke laeted orer 100 mlnntea. The main point at 

appeeied to be the ^ueetion of plebieeite. While the Baiagopaleohari mnaiila ierieted 
on a idebieelte before Pakietan ie broncht Into beiM, Mr. Jinnah wee nndeietood 
to be determined on Mnellme having tie i^ht to Pakbtan without a plebiaeite. 

H. E. Mr. R. G. Gaaey, Governor of Bmgal, in a meeeage broadoaet to the 
people of Bengal from Oeiootta, eaid : **The comparative eteadineee of the price 
of rice at lie eubetantially reduced level le eolid canoe for both eatiefaction and 
eonfidenoe in the progreaa Bengal ia making towarda recovery, although no one 
ieoompleeent about it*** 

The reviaed draft code of Hindu Law, piepaied by the Hindu Law Committee, 
appointed by the Government of Indfa^ wae pnbliahed for general information. 

Mr. Srintvaaa Saatri, in a apeedh in Medru, atrongly dmendcd bin propoaal 
for nieience of Che Pakietan iiene to an international court of arbitration. He 
failed to nndmtand how, when Indiana agreed to divide, anybody in the world 
would mgard them ae a united hodly. 

That divieion of India into Pakietan and Hinduetan would neither promote 
unity nor eecure independence for them, wae the theme of an addreaa aelivered 
Dr. Moon]e in Medraik 


aind. The Policy Committee of the U. N. B. B. A. paoaed a reeointion which 
would empower the U. N« B. B. A. to entend ito activitieo to India ohould 
famine ano dioeaoe prevail there. 

Mr. B. M« Birla in hie preeidentlal addreoe at the leeond quarterly general 
meeting of the Indian Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta, diicniaed the queetion 
of faiautrialieation of the country and the difficulty in the way of ite 


Mri. The Oandhi-JinnMi talke laatcd an hour-and-e-hdf. 

Nawabcada Liaquat All Khan, announced the poetpooemeut of the Muelim 
League Committee which wae fixed for September 27. 

Dr. B. 8. Moon]e, addreeeing a public meeting in Madrae, appealed to all 
Hittdae to coneoiidate their ranke ae the onlv effective meane of eafeguarding 
the Integrity of India and her freedom in the future. Dr. P. Varadarajulu 
preeided over the meeting. 

The Myioie Government euetained two defeate in the BepreeenUtive 
▲aeembly, when the Houee exp r eeee d Iteelf imalnat the Myeore Priiona (amend- 
ment) Bui and the Myeore City Munldpalitiei (Amendment) Bill. 

The Secretary, Hyderabad State Andhm Conference imued a etotement on the 
food eltuaticm iu the State, e tr em in g the immediate need for effecting certain 
changee In the procurement edieme adq>ted by the Government. 

The Working Committee of the All-India Behednled Caetee Federation in a 
xeaoitttion adopted in Madrae, eimreaaed dieapprovai of *'the eeeret negotiatione 
which are being carried on by hur. Jinnah lor a eettlement between the Hiadui 
mid Mnelimi** on the ground that communal eettlement of a eectional ehaiacter 
harmful in every way”. Bao Bahadur N. Blvara] pieeided. Dr. B. B. 
Ambedkar, Labour Member, Government of India, i^icipated in He 
delibeiationaL 


tith. Dr. B. B. Ambedkar. member of Uie Vioeroy'e Executive Council, addreeeing 
a publie meeting in Madiaa, eanvaaeed the view that the Scheduled (kwtee were 
pieeflKST^ eleBBent in the national life of India. Bao Bahadur N. Sivaraj 

Mdia^ Gandhi In a etatement referred to the publication of a report in a 
loeal paper that the Sevagram Aehram wae to be oiebanded. 
nth. n. CtaadhioJinub tdln 

A M.tbig of the Moilia loom. AimbUj PWW wm hold ondw the pnii. 
d«M, of Mi. Oholom Hooi lii BMojotaUoh to oieiuf owtaio Mlaintetratira 
mtMn 00 wUeh tho inofioohiJ LmIiim voikiog oommittae had aud. advm. 

She meting ms odd st the inetence of the premier who had been 
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dlraolid by the l^igae High eominiiid to plaee the nattor beforo the Leagot 
Aaaambly Pttty. 

The Nawab ^ ObliatUri, Preaideiil of tha Nisam'a hAisontifo Ooaneil, in* 
aogwatinfr tha 19th. animal aeailon of tba BoMbay Pwineial Moalim Bduoa- 
tkmal mfemee at Pbona, outllnod cerlaiii featom which, ha aaid, ahoald ba 
atmaad In tha aducation of Mnalima. 

Khan Bahadur M. Khuhro. Baranna Mlnialeri Bfaidh, who laaignad, waa anaa* 
tad at hia raaidanea. 

nth. Mr. jL 8. Amm, Saeratary of Stata^ for India, who latnmad from inapaot- 
ing Indim diriaiona fighting in Italy, figoronaly rapudiatad at a Praaa eon* 
fmea tha alUgationa pnblhihed in tha T7.8.A. that tha Indian Army waa 
"Mmenary** and ita morale *low.'* 

The Bombay Provincial Muslim Educational eouferanea, which concluded ita 
two day aassion, adopted a number of raaolutiona on the Bargent achema for 
poo^wnr educational development of India. 

A plea to safeguard tha interests of Indian Christians in any future couatitu- 
tion waa put forward at a maating of tha executive eommittae of tha All-India 
Oonncil of Indian Christians in Calcutta. Raja Sir Mahara] Biogh presided. 

2:th. llie protracted Gandhi- Jinnah talks Initiated at the inatanca of Mahatma 
Gandhi on Beptembar 9, with a view to arriving at a settlement between tha 
Congress and the Muslim League, failed.— At tha end of the day's Ulk Mr. 
Jinnah in a brief statement said : *I regret to say I have failed in the task 
of converting Mr. Gandhi. We have therefore taleam to the Press tha correapon- 
deuce that has passed between us." 

With the immersion of images of Goddess Dnrga in the Hoogbly river, tha 
main celabrations of the Puja festivities In Calcutta came to an end. 

Hie India (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill which marie certain minor technieal 
amendments to the Government of India Act was given a second reading In 
the Houae of Commone, after a brief explanation by Mr. Amery ana an 
aaaurance that nothing in the BUI had been the eubject of uontroveray in India. 

fifitti. Mahatma Gandhi said at a Press conference in Botnfasy : ‘‘It ie a BMtter 
of deep regret that we could not reach an agreement, but there is no causa br 
disappointment." 

Sir A. P, Patro, ex-minister of the Madras Government, inaugurated at the 
co-operators' Home in the Prajt Pakeha (people's) Party, under the preeideney 
of Dr. T. 8. Biddappa. 

Mr. Amery declined in the Commons to say anything about the breakdown of 
the Gandhi- Jinnah diecussions until the situation was cleared. 


Mth. Mr. V. D. Ssvarksr, President of the All-India Hindu Mabasabha, in n 
ntntement from Bombay, aaid that the proposal to vivisect India bad asaumed 
”n far more dangerous aspect now when the Gsndhi-Jinnah Ulks are adjourned 
than it had on the day when the talks began." He ^pealed Co all thoae 
opposed to the partitioning of India to support the Akband Hindusthan Leaders* 
Conference. 

Dr. B. B. Ambedkar, Labour Member, replying to the Municipal addreaa at 
JUjahmundry, said : *lf as a result of the end of the Qsndbi-Jinnah tafki, 

S r. Gandbi now believes that he must revise his ideology, there is a great pros- 
ct before the country." 

setn, Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq, the Premier of Bengal, in a statement on the break- 
down of the Bombay talks, said : "The time has been when representative! of 
kll sections of Muslim political thought in India should come together and 
deoidc the bmt menni of achieving the independence of India and of having 
iheir Pakistan also, if indispensably necessary.*’ 

Dr. Bhyama Prosad Mukerjee, interviewed on the breakdown of the Gandhi- 
Jinnah talks, ’.said : "Mr. Gandhi called for a rebuff from Mr. Jinnah and he 
BIS got it. Mr. Jinnah has nothing to lose from the breakdown of the talks. He 
mnet be happy that Mr. Gandhi haa at last agreed to the principle of partition 
of India thongh he has not aceepted all of Mr. Jinnah'a terras for giving efibet 
to It." 

. Mr. Ghnlnm Mnhamnd, the Finance Member, precendng the B^grt few the 
Hydembed Btntsb eald : "1 have no proposals for IcsTying any addition 
or lor ledaethm or modification in any of the exiaUog once." 
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Octob«r 1944 

Mfthfttma Oftiidhi'f 7Sih. birthday wm oelefarated at Wardba and 
other places. 

The Sindh GoTcrnihent stopped the annnal grant of Bs. 12.000 to the 
D* J. National GoUege, Hyderabad. 

Glowing tributes to the serrioes of Dr. Annie Beasant in the cause 
Indian nationalism were paid at a public meeting in Madras. 

Dr. B. B. Ambedkar, Labour Member to the Government of India 
strongly criticized the Gandhi Jinnah talks in Bombay. 

Mr. L. S. Amery. Secretary of State for India, in reply to a question in 
the House of Commons, said : I understand from published reports that 
the conversation between Mr. Jinnah and Mr. Gandhi broke down over the 
issue of Pakistan.’* 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah said in Bombay : ‘'There is only one practical, 
realistic way of resolving Muslim-Hindu differenoes. This is to divide 
India into two sovereign parts of Pakistan and Hindustan.’* 

Dr. Badha Eumud Mukherjee, in his presidential address to the 
Akhand Hindustban Conference, in New Delhi, made an appeal to all 
communities to solve their problems by a oompr^ensive scheme of culural 
autonomy. 

The Punjab Christian Association Conference made the suggestion to 
call a round table conference of all important communities for solving 
the constitutional deadlock. 

The India Miscellaneous Provisions Bill, wliich made minor amend- 
ments to the Government of India Act of 1985, was passed into law. 

The Punjab Government released six prominent Akali Leaders. 

The All* India Akali Conference was held at Lahore. Jathadar Pritham 
Singh presided. He strongly opposed the Pakistan idea. 

The Central Standing Committee of the All India Shia Political Con- 
ference met at Lucknow, Mr. Syed Ali Zaheer presided The attitude of 
Mr. Jtenah in regard to the demand of the Sikhs was examined. 

Mr. Amery, in reply to a question in the Commons, said : “About 
16,000 Congress detainees have been released since their original detention. 

Tte Committee of the Natal Indian Conference unanimously rejected 
the Presideiitial Property Begulation Ordinance. 

Mr. y. B. Sriniwasa &stri ideaded for a fair stand on the question of 
undivided India. 

Lord Ustowd was appointed Parliamentary Under-secretary for India. 

let Qsndlii and party returned to Bswagiam. The CouneU nf the 

Nadonal Ubnal Fcderstlon cf India, at its nesting at Allahabad, 'paMNM, 
anoag other, resdntlons, one noting with regret the wholly uninstifia^Ie 
■gllimi %|nnit the ladiaa Oonnunily In Natal by inportont bodieo cf 
Sunpsane m that piofinca 

Sad. The Sindh Oevemanal la the Bdneation Department stopped the aantial 
mat of Bs. 121)00 In the D. J, Natioaal Cdilmi Hy^baATtiMiatsd to ue 
University of Bombay far the B. A. and B. So., degree coorsas. 

Glowiag tributes to Brt servless of Dr. Aaais Bssant in the osaas of Indian 
Nationalism were paid et a publio masting bald In Madias to oridwate t^ 
^fbaader'e Diy* dlhe young Msa’ii ludian AasoeiatioB wiUi Sir S. 
Tandsehttlsr In the chair. 

At a Pram Oonfrtsaes la Bcml», Sit Joha Woodhssd, Obainaaa of the 
Piidac Inquiry Oommlaiicn said that m work of tbs OommiariOB was 
naNy couceniad with a post-mortem cl the past^ but it also todk a long to^ 
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Tiiir of the wholo qooitioii of ftmino In lodin tad laeladod sneh piobiMio 
ai food ipraouronont and dial* 

Ifahataia Gandhi'a birthday oel^bntiont bagaii at Wardha. The Coogieaa 
flitf was nnfiirlad by Prof. Bhanaali. 

Ghaudhuiy Khaliq-us-ssman. a member of the Ifnslim Leagae Working 
Oommittee eaid at Bhopal, *'The breakdown of negodatione between Mr. Gandm 
and Mr. Jiiinah has .ceased deep disappotnlment throughout the country. 
There is, howerer, a ray of hope that they may yet meef again to find a eolation.*' 

George Bernard Shaw sent congratulations^ to Mahatma Gandhi on hie 70lh 
birthday. 

.Srd. Sir 0. P. Ramaswami Aiyar, in the eourse of an address on **our oullure and 
Heritage” in Madras, obserred : **The keynote of Indian heritage and culture 
was Btrifing towards unity and amalgamation, and it was not in consonance with 
their history or traditions to break up India’s oneness.” 

4th Mr. M. A. Jinnah, President of the All-India Mualim League, at a Press 
conference in Bombay, strongly criticised Mahatma Gandhi’s offer to the Muslim 
League during the talks in Bombay. He declared that If the League had 
coDsenled to Mahatma Gandhi’s terms, it would have brought In a National 
Government, “with an overwhelming and solid Hindu majority, which would 
mean virtual Hindu Raj.** 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah. answering a question at the Press interview In Bombay, 
said : It is not true that the Lahore session of the Ijcague Council gave me 
lull sanction to negotiate with Gandhiji on the basis of 0. R. formula.” 

Dr. Moonje, in an interview at Beswada, said : “The Hindu Mahasabha had 
no quarrels with Dr. Ambedkar. “In fact,” he added. “ all his demands are 
conceded by the Babha. If we had any quarrels it was with Mahatma Gandhi.” 

Dr, B. R. Ambedkar, labour Member to the Government of India, strongly 
criticised the Gandhi-Jlnnah talks, in a atatement from Bombay. 


Sth. Me* Amery, in the House of Commons, replying to a question on Bombay 
talks said : “I understand from publiahed reports that the conversation between 
Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Jinnah broke down over the iisue of Pakiatan. but that 
both gave ezpresskon to the hope that this was not the final end of their effort. 
‘Pending further development, there would eeem to be no uieful opening for 
intervention on the part of the Government, 

The Bengal Legislative Council, after six weeks* recess met to resume 
consideration of the Agriculture Ineometax Bill— the main busineia for the 
seaaoD, there being 21 a^ournmenta on the agenda. 

His Excellency the Governor of Orissa, at a Press Confsrenee, stated that 
Mr. B. N. Gokhile had been appointed Beoond Adviser.— He would be in eharge, 
fimong others, of Post-War Planning, Health and Local Belf-Qovernment. 

Mr. Amek'y told the Commons, he could not see any^reaaon for releasing Pandit 
Kehru and others who had made no reaponae to the Viceroy’a invitation of laat 
jPebruary to abandon the policy of noo-coHiperation and obstruction. 


•th,. Id the Bengsl Legislstive Council, six non-officisl resolutiont were passed with- 
out opposition.— By one of the resolutions, moved by Mr. Bankim Chandra 
Mukherjee (Hindu Nationalist), the House agreed to present an address to the 
Governor requesting him “to direct the Government of Bengsl to take immediate 
Btepa”, in compliance with the Judgment of the High Court regarding the order of 
supenesaiOQ of the Howrah Municipality, and alao to safeguard the interest of 
ratepsysrs of the Municipality in accordance with the provisioDS of the Bengal 
Municipal Act. . . 

Dr. Syed Mahmud, member of the Congress Working Committee waa reieaaed 
on grounds of health. Dr. Mahmud was arreated ou Aug. 9, 1942. 

Mr. Krishna Menou, Secretary of the India League, eommenling on Mr. 
Amery's refusal to release Pandit Nehru and other political prisoners, said : Mr. 
Amsry’s answer slmB that the deadlock is to continue so long es he is in 
office.^' 

A pnblie msetiog of the Muslims of Bombw wes held under the enspleee of 
the Bombay ProvincUl Muslim League.^llie meeUng while regretting the 
breakdown of the GaDdbi-Jinnab talks for a settlement, fnlJy supported the 
stand taken by Mr. Jinnah during the talka and expressed its eomplcte 
confidence in his leedecsbip. 
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Tbe Working Committee of the AIModin Hindu IfnliBeBbbB pneeed n reio- 
lution condemning the RAjegopelochari formula and Oandhijee’e sebeme "as 
being deatriictive of tbe integrity of India and being detrimental to the intercet 
of the Hiodui) aa well aa of the country aa a whole”. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah, in a eonvenation with a foreign correspondent in Bombay, 
eaid : ’’There ia only one nracticai, realistic way of resolving Mnslim-Hindu 
diifereoees. This is to divide India into sovereign parts of Pakistan and 
Hindustan”. 

7th. A Press note issued by the Bombay Government said : ’’Statements have 
appeared in the Press that Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru has been suffering from 
influenza. This is not correct. Pandit Nehru had an ordinary cold, from 
which be has recovered, and he is now alert and vigorous and in good health. 
No fever was recorded and no complaint of ftver made”. 

Dr. Radha Kumud Mocker jee, in his preaidental address to the Akhand 
Hindustan Conference (in New Delhi) made a plea to all communities to solve 
their problems by a comprehensive srlieroe of cultural autonomy, and combine 
to build up India aa a democracy whose power would have to be reckoned with 
by the Comity of Nations. 

The Punjab O riatians* Association Conference made the suggeation to call a 
round-table Conference of representatives of all important communiiies in India 
for solving the Constitutional deadlock. 

Di. Bhyama Prasad Mookherjee, Pre^dent of the AlMndia Hindu Mahssuhlia, 
presiding over the U. P. Hindu Conference at Gorskhpnr, said: ‘’The Hindu 
Mahaaabha unhesitatingly repudiates any scheme of Indui’s partition as a sin 
and patent untruth which must not admit of any compruiuise.” 

8th. Tbe Akhand Hindustan Conference with Dr. Radha Knmud Mookherjee in 
the chair passed a resolution declaring its faith in the oneneKs and integrity of 
India and placing on record its firm conviction that the partiiion of India 
would be fatal to the beat iutereats of the country as a whole and to those of 
every community of India. 

The Famine Inquiry Commission arrived in Madras. Tbe Commiaaion’H viair. 
to Madras included a tour of Calicut, Cochin, Travanoore and Bezwada. 

Mr. P. Reid, Chairman of the Hoiith In iia Branch of the European Apso^* 
ation, presiding at the annual meeting of the AsBocintiou in Madras, SHiu : 
"To those who have India’s independence at heart, let ras say that they b<«'vc 
the good will of every European, but let India ))repare hereseJf for independeut v. 
It is the responsibility for the wcil-being of 4 ().(O),(X)0 souls-^a responsibility 
not to bo lightly handed over nor ohoiply received”. 

Speaking at a meeting in Madras, Mr. G. Rajagopalschari said that tne 
essential isBuee emerging from the Gandhi-Jinnah talks were two fold, viz, how 
to determine the areas wherein Muslims preponderated and bow to ascertain 
the will of the people in such areas. 

9th. In the Bengal Legislative Council, Sir Naziinuddin, Chief Minister, explained 
the position in Bengal in regard to restriction on public meetings. 

Dr. T. S. 8. Rajan, addressing a public meeting at Trichinopoiy expressed tihe 
Tiew that all sincere patriots would be bitterly diesppointed by the uiiBatifacto.ty 
outcome of the talks between Gandhlji and ^Ir. Jinnah. 

l%e 14th. Educational week celebration in Madras was inaugurated in Madras', 
by Professor K. V. Hamaewsnii Iyengar, who spoke on the Sargeut Scheme ot! 
Education. 

loth. Mr. Srtnivas Sastri in a meeage to tbe Akhand Hindustan Conference held 
in New Delhi, said : ’’There is abundant reason to believe that a large section 
of Congressmen are opposed to the division of the country but it is not easy tc 
determine their number with accuracy. When we add them to those nou- 
Congressmen similary oppoaed, the aggregate will be anch as a responsible 
statesman must respect and hesitate to overrule.'' 

An ’‘Assembly of U. P, Coiigrrsamen” was formed at Cawnpore on the first 
day of the Conference of Released Congressmen, held under the Presidentsbi}. 
of Mr. Sampumanand. 

Mr. C. Kajagopalachari, reviewing the Gandhi-Jinnah talks at a public meeting in 
Madras, said that tbe propoeala made by Gandbijt contained ”a perfectly good 
and reasonable arrangement” and he was quite hopeful that sooner or later a 
Hindtt«Mttillm settlement on that basis would be reached. 
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11th. Thi India Bliioallnnnoni Pmitkmt Bill, which made minor amandmanta 
to the Govarnment of India Act of 1935. pasaed its remaiuing Btagai in the 
Commona and waa read the third time without diacuaaion. It haa now paaaed 
both Houaea and awaita Ro/al aaaent. 

The Famine Inouiry Oommiaaion heard in Madraa. Meaara. A. 11. 0. Weatlaka 
and E. G. Wood. Membera of the Bourd of Rerenue and diaeuaaed with them 
extent of the famine in the aifectod aieaa in« the Ceded diatricta and alao aarioua 
relief meaaurea nudertaken ba the Gorernment. There waa a general diacuaaion 
about the proriaiona of the Famine Code. 

Mr. M. M. Gaadar, Home Miniater. Bindb. who returned from a tour of the 
Hur area, aaid that the Hur trouble might be conaidered aa a cloaed chapter. 

Mra. V. L. Pandit, while addreaaing the Repreaentative Aaaembly of U. P. 
Oongreaamen, aaid : ''Gandhiji : ia contemplating giving new lead preaently to 
the country.” 

12th. fDie Punjab Government paaaed ordera for the releaae of aix prominent 
Akali leadera, including Bardar oiabar Bingh, Bardar Udham Bingh Nagokei and 
Sardar Waryam Bingh. 

The Bengal Legialative Council paaaed clauae 66 and the Bchedule of the 
Agricultural Income-tax Bill without any amendment. 

The Repreaentative Aaaembly of U. F. Gongrcaamen at Cawn|)ore, after a full 
dreaa debate, laating nearly eight houra, adopted a reaolution, moved by Mr. 
Bampurnanand, regretting the breekdowu of the Geadhi*Jiiii:!ih talks. Babu 
Puruahottam Dae Tandon preatded. 

Mr. Amery told the Gcmmona that aix months alter the ban on the employ- 
ment of women underground had been lifted, the Government of Indie, in 
eccordence with their undertaking, reviewed the position. 

18th. In the Bengal Legialative Council, the uucation of the rights and privileges 
of Indiana in reconquered Burme waa raiaed by a at>ecial motion. 

The Famine Inquiry Commieaiou, et the eoticluaion of ite aittinge 
(in Madraa) held a Preaa Conference, at which the Chairman and membera 
enawered queetione put to them. 

.I4tb. The two-day aesaion of the Benge’ Provincial Radical Democratic Party 
Conference commenced at Jaynagir Majilpur, about 31 miles from Calcutta. 
Mr. Amarandranitb Chattopadbyava, M. L. A. (Central) prcaiding. Delegatea from 
different parta of the province and outaide attended. 

The All-India Akali Conference opened at Lahore, thonaanda of Hikhs from 
the Punjib and other Provinces came to attend the Conference. 

Mr. M. A. Jioneh, in e two houra interview to the correspondent of the 
Daily Worker of London, cleared several points about Pakietaii. 

16tli. Jathedar Pritham Bingh, President of the AlMndia Akeli Conference in hie 
iepeeeh et Lahore, said : **We, Btkha are opposed to PakiMtan which will cut 
via into two. Mr. Jinnah invites ue to Pakistan by promising ua safegiiarda. 
If aafeguarda alone can auffice, why, I ask him, does be not agree to stay in 
jaindustan with safeguards for the Mualima.*’ 

( A Preaa Communique from New Delhi said : ''H. M. G. in the courao of the 
previoue ennouncement regarding food im|)orta, undertook to give further 
coneideration to India’s rcquirementa for the fourth quarter of 1944. This baa 
now been completed and shipping and aurply are being arranged for approxi- 
:mately 300, (XX) tons of wheat and wheat prouncta to be loadrcl for India in the 
imonthe of October, November and December.*’ 

letTb. The Punjab Youth League Conference, under the Cbairmaiiahip of Bardar 
Ourmukb Bingb Jhabbal, adopted a resolution that Pakistan, Aud 
Punjab and Abdiatan were equally harmful to the interoais of the Bikb Com- 
munity and that the Youth League was opposed to tlie vivisection of the 
muah^ and to any attempt to divide the Bikha into two parts, 'ihe resolu- 
tion was carried unanimously. « . 

The Central Standing Committee of tUt All-India Bhia rolliical Conference 
met at Lucknow, under the Preeideutahip of Mr. Byed All Zaheer, to examine 
the ettitude of Mr. M, A. Jinnah in regard to the demand of the Bhiaa. 

Tlie eatabliahment of Utkal University gave a great impetus to higher eduea- 
tmtion in Griaaa. and the people of the Biatm and of British Oriiaa wiiw 
iwocking mde by aide for the preservation and advaucemeiit of their own 
c ttUnre. 
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Mr. K. M • Mnnibi, Id t etatemtiit from Bonboj. Mid intcnlio : thoory 

tliik Itlam mju not only a religion bat alao a FaMarland waa in mat thirty 
mra ago. Thii oW-wojrld philmphy phuich and the State 

indifliibla was exploded during and after World War I." 

17th. The Madras Philoiophioal Asaoeiation was inangniated by Sir 

Kriahnan, Vice-Ohincsllor of the Benares Uniferaitj, before a large gathering 
of citisens and edueationlata. Dr. A. Lakshmanowami Mndaliar, Yiee^Obaneellor 
of the MadrM University presided. 

Tbs Members of the Famine Enquiry Commission after a busy programme at 
Calient left for Ernaknlam. 

Sir Ardeidiar Dalai, Member for Planning and Development, Government of 
India, held a Press conference at Lahore, which ended abruptly, the Press 
repreeentativee walldhg out it proteet. 

18th. Sardar Mangel Singh in an interview at Lahore said : *'rhe Sikhs are under 
no oiroumstances ready to go in for Pakistan or consent to submit to any 
communal domination. They want to follow the policy of “live and let live'* 
with their Hindu and Muslim brethren as an equally free community in a 
United Free India.** 

19th. Mr. L. S. Amery in reply to a question in the House of Commons declared : 
“About 15,000 Congress detainees have been released since their orUinsl 
detention.'* 

His Highness the Maharaja of Kashmir appointed Mr. M. A. Beg and Wszir 
Gangaram as his first two popular Ministers. 

Mr. L. S. Amery, speaking at a meeting of the East India Association, said ; 
*T can say that the Government of this country only wants to see Indian 
Industry developing to the fullest. The last thing industrialists of this country 
have in mind is the idea that the British export industry can best prosper 
by India being held back in the eours of her industrial development.** 

Mr. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri, addressing a public meeting in Madrid, urged 
the country to adopt the Orippa scheme minus the self •determination clause, 
and uttered a warning that posterity would curse thoee who started the Pakistaih 
Idea, 

lOlb. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, declined to avail himself of the permission 
gtanted to Working Committee Members by the Government of India to havd 
Interviews wiUi relatives on domestic matters. 

The Famine Enquiry Commission which arrived at Trivandrum for the purpose ^uf 
aequainting themselvea with the methoda of procurement and the system of 
State-wide rationing had an informal discniiion with the Dewsn, Sschivotbsuia 
Sir C. P. Bamaewami Aiyar. 

list. Srimati Kamaladevt Chattopadhya, President of the AlMndia Womep’e 
conference, addressing a mass meeting at Calicut stressed the need for m/ore 
self lees workeri to ’.serve the country. 

Had. A reeolatiott expressing confidence in Mr. Jiunah was passed at a conterb«ice 
(at Lahore) of promiuent Muelim League liesdert and Workers of the Pno'iab, 
including M. L A*e and preeidente and lecrctaries of the various dietrici rand 
city Ijeagues in the Province. 

Inaugurating a Conference on PoiUWar Development organized by the 
Dharwar District Local Board, Mr. M. R, Masani declared that “any pflan 
worl^ the name must be not only post-war but poet-Swarsi.** 

Dr. G. B. Arundale, President of the Theoiopbical Society, in a PrsM 
interview at Allahabad eoggeeted that Htrdas should offer MutUme fifty perrient 
repreeentstlon at the centM. 

I8rd. In the Bengal Legislative Council, s walk-out by the membert of the 
opposition excepting two, msrkti the proceedings when after a week’a recess 
the Agricultural Income-tax Bill wsi taken up for consideration. 

Dr. eyed Mahmud, former Member of the Congrees Working Coiomit-tee, 
la a etatement to the Press set out the circnmstancea which led tc hie releaec- 
from detention. His releese followed a letter which he wrote to the Viceroy 
Dr. Mahmud eaid : **I made it dear in ?ny letter that I waa not writing 
to get my tdesee but my obieot was something high and differsat.** 

Mahatma Gandhi In a atetement on Dr. Mahmad*s coneapondenca w itb 
the Viceroy Mid : '*C(mgreesmen should read without passion Dr. Mahmoud's 
lettec to the Vioeioy and hit atatement to the Praia releasing thoM letters,** 
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MMct Tin Singh. Ihn Akali Leader, in a atatemenl aaid : "TtuB Sikh lotion 
haa nlwB been that thej are prepared to agree to pure nnadultented 
nationalUm thiou^nt India, provided that Mailima and the other miaoritiee 
alto eeree.** 


14lh. In the Bengal Legielative Council, the debate on the third reading of the 
AgricnUaral Income-tax Bill came to an abrupt end following a eloeure motion, 
by a member of the Blinieterialiat Party. The oppoeiUon left the Chamber ae a 
mark of protest. The Bill was passed withoat any modification. 

The Committee of the Natal Indian Gongreea unanimouely rejected the 
Preiidential Property Regulation Ordinance, and aeked Prime Minister timuta to 
recdre a deputation before the 2od reading of the ordinance. 

25t|i« The Bengal Ijegislatire Council wae prorogued. The oeaslon occupying over 
8 months with 90 working days was the longest in the history of the House. 

It was announced that the Central Government appointed a Mica Inquiry 
Committee to inquire into the immediate as well as the long-term problems of 
the mica mining industry with Mr. Justice D. £. Reuben, i. c. e., of the Patna 
High Court, as Chairman. 

The Commonwealth Party (independent left wing partv founded by Bir 
Richard Acland) issued the following statement on the policy of the party on 
India : *Tf. as the British Government insists, there is no practical 
difference between. Dominion Status and national independence! we are allowing 
eentimsnt to conquer sense in refusing to allow independence to Indians. To 
withhold it until all differences of minorities have been resolved, is equivalent 
to a direct refusal.'* 

Dr. Radha Kumud Mukheriee, President of the Akhand Bharat Conference, 
said at Lucknow : "The Akhand Bharat Conference was convened to give 
expression to the opposition of Hindu and national India to schemes for the 
partition of India, as a means for solving the communal problem.'* 


26th. The India (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, which made certain minor amend- 
ments to the Government of India Act of 1935. became law. Roja’ issent was 
signified in the House of Lords by a Royal commission to this and a number of 
other Bills. 

Mr. C. Raisgopalachari. in a statement from Madras, advised Congressmen to 
broaden the basis of collaboratera and "challenge the British Government to 
carry out H.M.G's declaration in Parliament on March 11, 1942 to take steps to 
furtner that declared policy at once and not to allow the present regime in 
India to continue for an indefinite period.** 

Dr. N. B. Kbare. Member, Viceroy's Executive Council, criticized Mahatma 
Gandhi's statement in which he asked the public "to condone Dr. Byed Mah- 
mud's action and not to import any passion." ... 

Mr. L. B. Amery, replying to an inquiry in the House of Commons, declared : 
"Despite many calls upon them for other urgent purposes during the past year, 
H. M. G. have providra shipping for the import of 8(X),(XX) tons of foodgrains 
into India aince Get. 1943, and provision for a ^ further 300, (XD tons to the end 
of the present year has just been announced, with the promise of consideration 
next month of future requirements." 


27th. Mr V. B. Brinivasa Bastri, in the course of an address in Madras, pleaded 
for a firm stand on the question of undivided India, fie also forecast the 
possibility of the Cripps proposals being offered again. 

Mahatma Gandhi in a note entitled "Hints for workws on ^e eopstructive 
Programme" which be sent to the congressmen meeting in Bombay, said : *Ita 
wholesale fulfilment is complete independence.’* « t 

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar. Labour Member. Government of India, addremiog the 
plenary labour conference in New Delhi, suggested gouges 
cf the conference in order to remove organizational weakness discovered 

A Bomba; Mid : ‘Th* Srd. ^ T^i?rnr.nihin*n^ 

*i'*Am.mjoHndU*. food .poliw in W M4, .m M t 
simple to pmn for some definite ohjecti^on 
Fom lende iteelf to each pUnping. Food enlori lolo elnoit overy 

and aocial ptoWem, 
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BlAbAinu Gandhi in a note entitled “Hinta for workera on the conatruetiTe 
programme" which he aent to the conference of ConneaBmen in Bombayt said : 
**Workera abould definitely realiae that the conatnictive programme ia the non- 
violent and truthful way of winning complete independence." 

29th. Mr. M. S. Aney, India’a Repreaentatire in Ceylon, arrived in New Delhi. 

Mr. K. fei. Gupta gave notice in the Central Aaircmbly of an adjournment 
motion to diacuaa "the failure of the Government of India to provide adequate 
facilitiea to prevent or check epidemica like Cholera, Malaria (malignant type), 
aorea ( fatal in moat caaea) and dyaentry." 

Preaiding over a public meeting in Madraa, Sir Alladi Kriabnaawami Aiyar 
spoke on "The States and the problem of Indian Federation." Sir N. Gopala- 
swami Iyengar emphaaiaed the point that it was nntbinkable to have any kind 
of federation in India unless the States alao came into that scheme. 

Both. Four of the five acientiata visiting Britain spent at historic places in 
Yorkshire. 

Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, member of the Congress Working Committee, addressing 
the students of the Osmania Universfty said the duty of the older generation 
was to teach the younger generation, not merely reverence for the past, but in 
the words of Napoleon, *‘to become their own anecators." 

Slat. In an editorial on ^ndia, the Manchester Gnardiun said : "All agree that 
there is urgent need of drastic changes in Ir.dia's eccial and economic organiza- 
tion. No temporary Government can put threu^'h ilicee changes. We must 
either make it clear that external control, British or international, is to be per- 
manent or we must succeed, at all costs, in compelling India to assume the full 
reapouaibility of self-government." 

Two public meetings, organized by a joint committee of difierent orpnizations, 
were held in Calcutta and resolutions supporting the main principles of the 
Hindu Code were passed. 

It was ofiictally announced in London that Lord listowcl was apiH)inted 
parliamentary Undcr-seotretary for India. 

The parliamentary under-secretary for India, Lord Munster, was appointed 
parliamentary under-aecretary at the Home office. 

A copy of a letter written by Abul Kalnm Azad, Congress president, to the 
then Viceroy, Lord Linlithgow, on Febuary 13, 1013, denying the charges made 
against the Congress, in the Viceroy's letter to MiiLatma Gandhi, was issued to 
the Press by Dr, i^yed Mahmud, a former member of the Congresa Working 
Committee. 

November 1944 

Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru’s 55th. birthday was celebrated in 
Madras and other places. 

H. E. Sir Hawthorn Lewis, Governor of Orissa and the firsb 
Chanoellor of the Utkal Univorsity inaugurated the university of 
Orissa at Cuttack. 

A resolution expressing confidenco in Mr. M. A. Jinnah, was passed 
by the working committoje of the Bongal Provincial Muslim League. 

Mr. V. D. Savarkar, in a statement said that ho was unwilling 
to work as the President of the All-India Hindu Mahasabha, any 
longer, on account of failing health. 

Mr 0. P. N. Sinha was appointed vice-chancellor of tho Patna 
University. 

H. H. the Maharaja of Bikaner announced an important constitn- 
tional advanco involving more powers to the Bikaner State Legislative 
Aesembly. 

H. H. the Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir appointed a Oabinet 
consisting of H. H the Mahuraoi of Jammu and Kashmir, Major 
General Bai Bahadur Thakur Janak Singh and Sir B. Narsingh Ban. 
Prime Minister of the State to deal with the civil administration of 
the State in his absence. 
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The Bari of Listowel, under-Seeretory for IndiSi said in London 
that ho had intense belief in the right of Indians to choose their 
own form of Government* 

His Excellency the Viceroy prorogued the session of the Legisla- 
tive Assembly. 

Dr. Bhyama Prosad Mookherjee. was nominated by the Gujarat 
Provincial Hindu Sabha for the presidentship of the All-India Hindu 
Mahasabha. 

lit H. E. Sir Hawthorn Lewis, Oovcrnor of Orissa, and the first Chanoellor of 
the Utkal University, inaugurated the University of Orissa at Cuttack before 
a large gathering including representatives of both the Province and Orissa 
States. 

Opening Session of the Central Legislative Assembly, without a division 
rejected Nawabzada Lisquat Ali Khan’s adjournment motion to discuss "the 
Governor-General-in-Gouucira ^failure* to prevent misuse of the National War 
Front organization by the Punjab Premier for propaganda in favour of a 
political party. 

The general secretary of the Committee of Indian Congress-men in Britain, 
Mr. A. N. Bose left London for India. 

2nd. Jh, Sachchidananda Sinha, Vice-Chancellor of the Patna University, in bis 
aiMress delivered at the first convocation of Utkal University, held at Cuttack, 
said : "Historical facts establish the martial ardour and high culture of the 
jicople of Orissa in ancient days and form a suitable background to their pro- 
gress and advancement in modern times in various spheres of activities.” 

The Famine Inquiry Commission, which returned to New Delhi on the 
conclusion of its visits to Provinces and States, announced that it intended to 
submit a preliminary report on Bengal to the Government of India, and might 
also make recommendations on matters relating to the food situation in the 
country requiring attention in the immediate future. 

A resolution expressing confidence in Mr. Jinnah’s leadership and supporting 
the stand taken by him during the talks with Mahatma Gandhi was passed at 
a meeting of the working committee of the Bengal Provincial Muslim League 
held ^der the presidency of Maulana Akram Khan. 

A decision to unite the All-India Muslim League to bold its next meetii^ at 
Bangalore was taken at an extraordinary meeting of the Bangalore and Coorg 
Provincial Muslim League Council held at Bangalore. 

The Government of India sustained its first defeat of the session when the 
adjournment motion moved by the Muslim League Party was carried. The 
aabject matter of the motion was the failure of the J£ast Indian Railway to 
maintain adequate lighting arrangements at Bakhtairpnr railway station. 

Mr. V. D. Savarkar, President of the Hindu Mahasabha issued the following 
statement from Bombay : "As the time for the election oi the President 
of the Hindu Mahasabha is drawing close, 1 think it desirable to remind the 
Mahasabhite electorate all over India of the request which I made to them In 
August 1944, that 1 have decided not to accept the presidentship for the next 
year. The heavy work involved in discharging my duties as the President 
for eeven years has affected my health. 


8rd. In the Central Legislative Assembly, Mr. Lalehand Navalrai (Congress) 
ask^ : **What are the grounds for the Government’s belief that if the arrests 
of Mr. Gandhi and the Congress leaders bad not taken in ApgnsL 

1942, the Congress would have negotiated on their own with Japan, in tlm 
face of Mr. Gan^i's clear repudiation of such a belief.”— Replying, Sir Fancis 
Mudie, Home Member, said : "Government have never had any such belief. 

The Central Assembly discussed a non-olBeial resolution moved on belmlf of 




A long term all-India 16 year reeonetmotion plan and a more detaliea Man 
for the first five years enggeeted by the Reoonstroction Committee of the Vies- 
toy’s Connell, in their second report on post-war planning, was pnblishsd 
from New Delhi. 


The Gonmittes appointed by the Bengal Ckwenmenl tolagnlre into the 
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proWooUl idminiitration micfainerj lUrfted work in GtleatUi, Sir Aiobibild Row- 
Ittids, Uto AdTiier to the Vioeroir on wer edminiitnitioiit wns the Chairman. 

A Frees note from New Delhi stated; **The Oorernment of India have im- 
posed the same disabilities on Sooth Africans of non-Indian origin as Indians 
suffer from in the Union of South Africa." 

Maharaia S. Q. Nandy of Oossimbazar, inaugorating the All-India Anti-Hindu 
Code Gonterenee in Benares, uttered a warning that ue Draft Hindu Code would 
result in the final disintegration of the joint family system which had been 
till now an excellent security plan lor Hindu Society in general. 

6th. The Australian Government Trade Commissioner in India, Mr. H. H. 
Gollan, left India for Australia lor consultation with the Australian Govern- 
ment on matters relating to post-war trade and the development of reciprocal 
commercial relations between India and Australia. 

Mr. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri, addressing a meeting of the Tagore Memorial 
Delating Society in Madras, strongly criticised the Dumber ton Oaks World 
Security Plan and put foru proi^als lor the establishment of permanent 
peace in the world. 

eth. The Central Legislative Assembly without a division passed Dr. N. B. Khare’s 
(Commonwealth Relations Member) motion that the position of Indians in 
South Africa and East Africa be taken into consideration, with amendments 
moved by the Congress Party and by Mr. Hoosainbhoy Laljec.— The amend- 
ments asked that powers under the Reciprocity Act bo applied against South 
African nationals in India, that the Indian High OommisBioncr in South Africa 
be recalled, and that economic sanctions enforced against South Africa and 
East Africa. 

The Government of India approved the release regulations for the Indian Army 
and Women's Services, India. 

7lli. The Central Legislative Assembly, by 55 votes to 15, rejected Bhai Paraman- 
anda's adjournment motion to discuss the Sindh Government’s ban on Chapter 14 
of the Satnarth Prakaah, the sacred book of the Arya Samajists. 

Mr. C. F. N« Sinha, provincial leader of the National War Front, vas appoin- 
ted Vice-chancellor of tne Patna University for three years. 

Support for the draft Hindu Code was accorded at a meeting organized by 
the girls’ section of Ashutosh College, Calcutta* 

Mr. W. H. Kirby, Rationing Adviser to the Government of India, interviewed 
by the A. P. I. in Bombay, said that in the interest of the public, food control 
mesBuroB should continue even after the war. 

A demand for the release of Pandit Jawabar Lai Nehru, who had been the 
President of the Allahsbad Youth League, and other members of the Congress 
Working Committee was made in a resolution passed by the Allahabad Youth 
I^eague. 

8lh. In the Central Legislative Assembly, vigorous critisism of the Govern nicni’s 
food administration in the country waa made when the food debate was 
resumed In the Assembly. 

Mr. P* J, Griffiths- (European Group) eaid that his group were satisfied with 
the policy but not with the adroiDiatration of that policy. In the sphere of the 
enforcement of ite policy, the adminietration bad been lamentably weak. 

•th. The Central Legiilativy Aeeembly concluded the food debate after passing 
two amendments to the Food Member’s motion that the situation be taken 
Into ooosideration. 

In the Council of State, Mr. Hossain Imam’s resolution urging the appoint- 
ment of a Committee to inquire into the coal aituation and report on ways 
of inoreaelDg producUon including compulsory amalgamations on nationalization, 
if neeeaaary, was lejeeted by 23 vote# to 7. 

In the Honae of Oommone, Mr. Sorenson (Lab) asked tne Secretary of State for 
India whether full ooniidmtions had been given to the eilect of increeeed 
Ouireney In India doe to the expansion of Anglo-American armies and what 
aetion was being taken to deal with the eeonomie problem involved. 

Mr. Amery replied that the expansion was undoobtediy one of the many 
contributory faetora in inereaslng the eeonomie strain upon India, llie 
Govemmeot of India and fl, M. G, bad lor a long time bM engaged in 
meaeoiee to offaet this strain. 

tHh, In the Central Legislativa Aesemhiy, the Chair ruled out of order Mr, 
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Kumi’a ■dioonant Bottoo to diwui “the lurmtitkmi 


letteiB ftod thtrkiy iiit«ifoiiiK with the Oi?iG libelee ^ 


opmiae ot rriw»«* 

Um pmplo of lodta, 

M exomplided bT^tho opaoing of a lettw iddraoNd to Dr. Katju, le^mla^ 
U. P., and bj Biitaka andomig in it anothn latwr wbieh «aa intended for 

Mobkhaioe. ptwldlnc OTer *••• 

Sabba Oonferenee, «hi«b opened at Lndhima Aclared ; Tbet® j*k2, *21 
oompromise with any ftnttiUo pUim foe oatting Indie to pieoee ather on 
eommnnel or on prorinciei eonoideretione.** i i m 

H. H. the Mebmie of Bikener, on the occeeion of tho official (^ebretion (d 
his birthdsy enuounctd ell importenl Oonititntional step forwerd, InTOlTlng 
more power to tbe Bikener State L^isletive Assembly. 

11th. At the Press Conference held In Madras, Mr. G. W. Priestly, Adylser to 
H. B. the GoTernor ot Madras, rerlewing the food position in the 1 rovince 
daring tbe fortnight ending October, 31, 1944, stated that }^} 

the introduction of informal rationing In tbe rural area in tbe six deficit districts 
were in hand. t. 

The Punjab Hindu Conference passed a resolution recording its emphatic 
diaapproval of Mr. Rajagopalacharrs formula and tl^e standing offer of Mahatnia 
Gandni to the Muslim League for a settlement on that basis 'as it concedes the 
principles of division of ttm country. 

I2th. His Excellency tbe Governor of Sindh appointed Khan Bahadur Mir Gbulam 
All Talpur and Mr. Roger Thomas as Ministers. 

18th. The adjourned session of the Mysore Representative Assembly was held at 
Mysore, Pradhana Siromoni Madhava Rao. Dewan President, presiding. 

In the Central Legislative Assembly the Home Member, in reply to questions, 
told the House that Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru and other members of the Congress 
Working Committee were detained under order issued by the Provincial Govern- 

™The‘ Central Legislative Assembly passed Sir Aziz-ul Hsque's Bill to amend 
the Indian Patents and Designs Act and his further to amend the Cpff,m Market 
Expansion Act, and Mr. J. D. Tyson's Bill farther to amend the Delhi Joint 
Water and Sewage Board Act. t» « rr . 

The Council of State rejected by 24 votes to 12. Pandit H. N. Kunzru's 
resolution recommending to tho Governor General -in-Council to appoint an 
Industrial Commission with a non-official Indian Chairman and a majority of 
non-official members. . . x- 

In tbe Assam Legislative Assembly, a number of adjournment motions were 
tabled ; only one was allowed but discussion of it was j^ostponed, 

Utb. In the Central Legislative Assembly, Sir Jeremy Raismsn ar.uquoeed that on 
all the there points of the Public Debt Bill on which criticism in the House 
had eentred, be was prepared to msintoin the JxwijnB POM{{od. 

In the Council of State, iniiiating tbe food debate, Mr. B. R. Ben, D rector- 
General of Food, declared that the last 12 months’ working of the baaic plan 
gave Government tbe feeling that both at the Centre and in the Provlncee they 
had now a much clearer idea of the miDimum needs of the deficit sresi, end 
they could hope that io no ares in tbe future should they be taken completely 
by Burprise unless there were any uaforeseen developments or any nnpsedictable 

^IdSiatma Gandhi, replying to a letter from Bavdar Durlab Singh, General 
Secretary of the Central Sikh Youth League, said: "I could nyer be guilty of 
bMug anythiDg which ie contrary to the DaUoual wtermt. You can , certainly 
have Uie asenmnee that tbe intereete of the NaUonallst SilAs, as alM of all 
Mationallatf are eafe in my hands and also, I presume in the Congress hands." 

anspiess of the. .pnblto maetiog mu 


ISth. 


bdd^^Ms^M to^SlSrato Pandit Jswabarliil f^^'s 55A. bi^dsj^ 

In the totrsl Legislative Assmnbly, tbs FinaDoa Mmbm’s Public Ml 
Bill with amendments ftnmsd in ageasmtot between Government end the 




iB lha Gonnell *of State, replyi^ to the foodi dkbateL Sir J. P* Sriveelam, 
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16111'. The Ooaneil of State, which diecueied non-offldel reeolatione, egreed to Mr. 
P. N. Sepro'e motion recommending to the Goyernor-Geneml-in-Coancil to take 
etepi to protect end eefegugrd the rigbta ol Indiene by bileterel egreementa 
between the Government of Indie end the Govemmente of the Dominione, 
Ooloniee end Protectoretee in which Indiene were resident or domiciled end to 
Which in future emigretion might be permitted by the Government of Indie. 

In the Oentrel Legisletive Assembly, the Home Member, enswering e number 
of questions in the Oentrel Assembly on the detention of Mr. Jei Prekssh Nerein 
end Dr. Rem Msnoher Lohie. Informed the House thet they were treeted as 
dess 1 security prisoners end their heelth wes excel)«^nt. They were not kept 
in solitary confinement or in underground cells. 

17th. The Central Legisletive Assembly pessed without e division e Congress 
perty motion thet en elected committee of the House consisting of not more 

then 15 members bo eppointed to consider the several plans for the post-war 

economic development of India, egriculturel end industriel, with instructions to 
report to the House. 

In the Council of State. Mr. B. R. Bannerjee, Secretary, Commonwealth 
Keletions Department, initiating the debate on South Africa, said that the 
struggle to obtain recognition of the rights of Indians as full citizens would 

be kept alive end would not stop till the goal was reached. 

18th. The Mahareia of Jammu end Kashmir, who left the State to visit various 
war fronts, appointed a cabinet consistins of H. H. the Maharani of Jammu and 
Kashmir, Maior General Rai Bahadur Thakiir Janak Singh and Sir B. Barsingh 
Reu, Prime Minister of the State, to deal with the civil administration of the 
State in hie absence. 


18th. Mr. Srinivasa Sastri, former Agent General of the Government of India In 
South Africa, speaking on the South African problem in Madras, welcomed the 
cause adopted by the Government of Indie end the Legislative Assembly, and 
said that all should support the Government of India in the proposed action. 

Full support to the main principles of the draft Hindu Code was given at 
the half-yearly meeting of the All-India Women’s Conference, in Calcutta. 

Sir Te) Bahadur Sapru, at a Press Conference in New Delhi, announced the 
decision of the Standing Committee of the Non-party Leaders’ Conference 
to appoint a Committee to examine th«* '*'^mmunal and minorities question. 

SOth. In the Central Legislative Assembly, the chair disallowed Mr. Govind Desh- 
mukb’s adjournment motion to discuss the treatment of passengers at the 
Dhannshkodi Customs barrier where, he alleged, people were stripped naked for 
Customs examination. 

In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, the main question before the House 
waa the consideration of the destitute persons ( Repatriation and Relief ) Bill, 
1944, as passed by the Council. 

The Central Assembly imreed to the Finance Member’s motion to circulate 
his Bill to consolidate and amend the law relating to banking companies. 


21st. In the Central Legislative Assembly, during question time, the Home Mem- 
ber, replying to Prof. Range said that from such calculations as he had been 
able to make from the figures supplied by the provinces, it appeared that the 
percentage of releases during the first six months after the promulgation of 
o^inanoe No. 3 was over 60. On Oct. 1, the number of persons undergoing im- 
prisonment in connection with the Congress movement was 10356. 

The Council of Btate adiourned stne die after adopting a re^ution moved 
Sir Jogendra Singh. Member for Agriculture, rmrding the constitution of 
pennanent food and agriculture org^lsations of the united Nations. 

The Benmd Legislative A ss embly passed, without mueh discussion. 
Alienation of Agrieultunl land s (temporary provisions) Bill as passed bj 
L^slatlve Council and the Murdddaoed fiili, 1944. 

fa the Assam Legislative Assembly, Mr. Gopinath Bardoloi, Leader of 
OjM^tion, in the course of a statement en the floor of the Assembly, said 
''llM outlook of the Party in relmnee to work in the Lcgislatuie remains the 
same in spite of every kind of repression of the members. They shall continue 
to take advantage of their position in the Legwlature to prevent harm Mag 
done by unwise legislation and at the same time, to work te the 
of the mdition the people in the countryside.” ™«ioiaiion 


by 

the 

the 

the 

the 


^.ni. In the Bengal Lsgtalatlve Issemblyi stateinen 


it on the sllaatHm arising out 
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^ the etiike b> the workcre of the Boigel Qovernment pren wee mede bj the 
Finence Mininter. Mr. T. 0. Goowemi. 

The Earl of Lietowel, uoder-aocreUry for lodia, told e Conference ’of London 
repmcntetires of Indian Ncwapapera that he had intense belief in the right of 
Indians to choose their own form of Government and >*decide for themselves 
whether they will evcntnally slay inside or go right out of the British Common- 
wealth.** 

23rd. The programme of the AU-Ttidia Ehaksar organisation in regard to commu- 
nal unity was discussed at an informal meeting of the Khaksars of Galontta. 

In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, a BUI to amend the Calcutta Improve- 
ment Trust Act of 1911 providing for the extension of its operations to the 
town of Howrah was introduced and referred to a aelect committee. 

The Assam Legislative Aeeembly dieeussed Maulavl Abdul Bari Chaudharl’s 
motion for consideration of the foodgrains procurement policy of the Assam 
Government. 

24th. The Education Sub-committee of the Post-War Reconstructions, Bengal, 
recommended a acheme costing about Rs. B9 crorea for introduction of free and 
compulsory primary education in the province. 

The Viceroy prorogued the aesaion of the Legislative Assembly. 

25lh, Mr. C. Rsjagopslachart, in his address to the Con vocation of the Nagpur 
University, mads the suggestion that the internal differences regaling the 
Princes and the Muslims which had been advanced by British propagandists 
as standing in the way of Britain fulfilling her pledge to India to tranater 
power might be submitted to an AlHed tribunal for arbitration. 

Mr. V. n. Savarkar, President of the All-India Hindu Mahasabba left Bom- 
bay for Delhi to see the Viceroy. 

It was oUicially announced from New Delhi that ths time for aiibrnistion of 
comments and lepreeentationa on the draft Hindu Code was extended up to 
Dec. dl. 

26th. The C-in-C, India, Gen. Anchiiileck, set up a Committee, known as the 
Reorganizstion Committee, to carry out a preliminarv investigation of 
India's defence requirements after the wir, and to make recommendations 
regarding the siz?, composition and organization of the future army in India. 

The All-India and Ceylon Mayors* Conference, with the Mayor of Calcotta in 
the chair, at their sitting declared, in a resolution that the aims and objeota of 
the conference were : *To do everything to promote and advance lull, free and 
unhampered civic life of the people, and to remove all reatrictions and oontroli 
of the full democratic noweri of the local aelf-govarning institution a.'* 

Dr. Baifuddio Kitcnlew, a Congress Leader of the Punjab, at a UMting 
organized by the Civil Liberties Union to demand the reloaae of all politi^ 
prisoners in the province, made a plea for a united front of all parties.** 

A dozen resolutions covering various subjects were adopted at the eODoIodlog 
session of the All-India and Ceylon Mayors* Conference in Calcutta. 

2Stb. 8lr M. Viswesvarays, in bis preiidential address at tbe first Bengal Provincial 
Indigenous Manufacturers* Conference In Calcutta, advocated establfsbmeot of 
village group organizations to increase the working power and prodnetivlty 
of the local popnlation, particula.*ly in induatriei. 

Mr. V. D. Bavarkar. in answer to Press correspondents In New-Delbi, said: 
*‘No big constitutional change !• likely till the end of the war. The Government 
favoured the msintenance of lull Central control as long at the war laated. 
and not even an agreement Ibetween Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Jinnah would bring 
about any change in that attitude.** „ , ^ ^ . 

The Btandiog Committee of the All-India Women's Conference at ite meeting 
in New-De)hi, passed a resolution deeply regretting the ''anfortunate breakdown** 
of tba Gandbi-Jinnah talks and fully endorsed tbe joint appeale of tbe two 
leaders that there should be no bittexneee in the country. Tue resolution appea- 
led to all .women to work for the creation of an atmosphere of goodwill and 
underatandlng so aa to enable tbe leadere to evolve a common lormnla foe 

oeeuned of Mr. Bam Dajala Bingb, Spnker of ttie Bibit Aumblf 
■t MnsdEuimt. 

mk. H. E. Mr. B. G. 0»,^. OoTomof of rt » ^ Ooatam ia 

Oblentta, bbittrad: "M; impn,^ i, ttat tbo tiieaMtou braagbt o>t tho ftut 
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lliAt, tlthooffli tbe prodncet of North Eiitem lodio an an imalteiMj aiaeled 
by war-oonoitiona, Beaeal (and of 60itxae« Anam) ia mdodbtadlf aMlad, in 
pnctically oveiy line on aetifity, to a conaidanbly jgreater extant than ether 
mfineaa ^indeed, probably nraator than any other pnndnoa In India."--> 
H. E. the Xiorernor re?iewed tha dtaenaaiona which he had with the ether 
•Prorineial Grevernora in Oalontta.— H. £. 6ir Hawthorne Lewiti Gofemor of 
Oriaaai and H* £. S»*Andrew (Sow* Gorernor of Aaaam wen praaent et the 
PrflHS Oonferenee. 

Dr. Sbyama Praiiad Mnkerjee waa nominated by the Gujrat ProHadal Hindu 
Babha lor tbe preaidentahip of the annual seaaion of the AU-lndin Hindu 
Midiaaabba. 

Mr. V. fi. fidnuraan Baatri, writing in the Indian Exprun aahed Gofernment 
to eonatitnta n board of arbitration and invite all partiea in tha country to 
plead their oaaea before it to solve India’s political problem. 

The Hindu Women’s Aaaociation of Bengal decided to nicet the Draft 
Hindu Code. 

aeih. Sir J. P. Brivaetava. Food Member, at a Preaa Conference in New Delhi aaid 
that from January 1945. Calcutta would oeaae to be an exclusive charge on the 
food-grain reeoureea of the Central Govern men t.--8ir J. P. Brivaitava announced 
that the Government of India undertaking to feed Calcutta having been with- 
drawn, more food-graina wonki be made available to Cochin and Travanoore. 


December 1944 

The 84th. birthday of Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya wras 
celebrated in Allahabad, Benares, Calcutta and in many other places. 

H. B. Mr. B. G. Casey, in a statement after a tour of Calcutta's 
bustee area, said : *'l have been horrified by what I have seen." 

Mahatma Gandhi decided to take complete rest from December 
4 to 81. 

The autumn session of the Punjab Legislative Assembly opened 
at Lahore. 

The All-India States' Conference on Education, Medical Belief and 
Post-War Beconstruction opened with an address bv the Cbanoellor. the 
Nawab of Bhopal, in Now Delhi. 

In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, the Bengal Government s jute 
policy was criticized through a non-official resolution. 

Mr. L. S. Amery made a statement in tbe House of Commons 
regarding the representations made by the Chamber of Princes to the 
Viceroy concerning the future development of their territories. 

The Chancellor of the Ohambor of Princes, the Nawab of Bhopal 
issued a statement on Mr. Amery's reference in Parliament to tha 
resignations from the Standing Committee. 

lb. Amery stated at the Commons that the authorities in India 
constantly had under review the cases of persons detained as the reaidt 
of Congress disturbances of 1942. 

Dr. Sbyama Prasad Mookerjee, in his^ presidential address at the All- 
India Hindu Mahasabha, said : '^India's Voice must be heard at the 
Peaoe Conference not through hired agents of British Imperialism but 
through her chosen spokesmen." 

At a Diwan of Sikhs in Calcutta, a resolution was adopted according 
supped to the conciliation move sponsored by Sir Tej Bahadur Bapm 

Mrs. Sarojini Naidu advised the All-India Students' Federation tc 4B8e 
up their ranku aiid to work unitedly. 

The All-India Badioal Demooratio Party adopted a '*dra{t oonstitntiqii 
ol bes India,** prapaied by Mr. N. Boy. 




The All-India Ednoatioiial Oonteenoe oommeno^ at Gawnpore. 

The 26tb. South Aroot Harijan Oonferenoe was held at Chidam* 

baram. 

1st. H. E. Mr. R. G. Gaiiey, Oorenior of Bengal, in a statement sftfr a tour of 
Ciilcuit i's buHtee areas, said : **1 hate aeen aomething of the way in which 
hnodreda of rhousanda of the eitis»ns of Calcutta arc obliged to lire. I have 
been horrifird by what I hare Meo. Humaa betnss cannot allow other hnmaa 
beings lo coiiiinue to exist under these oonditloiia.'^ 

Matkst nia Giindhi issued a statement from Bewagram in which he said : **FroBi 
Dec. 4 to Hi, I have dfcided rigidly to disoon tin oc all public activities, all 
interviews for public or private purposes and all correspondence of any nature 
whatsoever. 

2na. Mr. H. 8. Siihrswardy, Civil Supplies Minister. Bengal, in a statement on 
ihe question of the Oeiiiral Oovernment’s responsibility tor feeding Calcutta, 
said he thought that the position remstned nnebanged. 

The Working Committee of the Bengal Provincial Hindu Mahasabha recom- 
mended Dr. Siiyania Pnmsd Mookerjee for the presidentship of the Hindu 
Mahasshha session at Bilaspur. 

A Communique said : "The Special Committee of the Rulers met at New Delhi 
and took de«‘isifuiB on various questions relating to the setting up of the propoicd 
Public HcUtioiis Bureau for the States.** 

3rd. The 20th. meeting of the Inter-University Board was held at Patna with 
Dr. SachchidanandH Sinha, Vice-Chancellor of the Patna University, in the 
ebair. Twenty Universities including Ceylon and Rangoon were represented. 


the iism»>s of persons who intimated their scceptsnce of membership of the Conci- 
liation Committee. 

Mr. Sumerset Butler, Special Officer, Department of Food, Government of 
India, in his report on Government monopoly in regard to procurement of 
grain, ssid : '‘Given the will and determination, a Government monopoly can 
Im introduced successfully, inspitc of administrative difficulties and the possible 
opposition of veMte<l interests. 

4th. The autumn seasion of the Punjab Legislative Assembly opened at Lahore. 
The Leader of the Congresa Party, Cbaudhri Mohamad Hassan sought leave 
of the chair to move a privilege motion to discuss an incident in which a 
O. 1. D. police constable tried to stop Dewsn Ohsmsnlsl. s member of his party, 
from entering the Assembly Chamber.— The Premier said that be would make 
inquiries. 

t^ardar Shaukat Hyat Khan, former Minister, who was dismisfu'd m April 1944 
by the Punjab Governor, released the correspondence which he had with His 
k::xcellency ihe Governor and Premier. 

The Standing Committee of the Princes, including the Chencellor, the Nawab 
of Bhopal resigned. For the first time in its history, the sesaiun of the Chamber 
of Princes was obliged to be postponed Indefinitely. 

Sth. Mr. M. A. Jinnsh, in s statement (from New Dellhi), on bis talks with Sir 
Ghuiam Hidaystiillab, Premier of Sindh and Mr. G. M. Sayed, President of the 
Hind Provincial Muslim League, indicated that an agreement was reached on 
the question of Mr. Roger Thomas* appointment as a Miniater. 

Tl^ Bengal Legtslativs Aasembly devoted 2 boura to the discussion of a point 
of order on eeriain amendments proposed by the Government to ihe Assembly 
l*Toeedure Rules. 

The formation by Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru oi a Committee to examine m 
whole communal queatiou and the problem of mioorltice waa welcomed by the 
in a leading article. ...... 

Mr. N. G. Range, M. L. a.. (Central) who had dis<^ussions with Mahatma 
Gandhi at Sevsgram regarding Kisao problems, issued to the Press from Madias 


a report of their talks, .. . 

Tib. Ihe All-lodia Sutes’ Conference on Education. Medical Rsbef ana PoaLwar 
iieconstruction opened with an addreaa by the Chancellor, the Naweb df 
Bhopal, at New Delhi. He meds two deeleratione on the Htaiea* auitude to 
British Indian plana for poat-war devdopment and on the iiiUrnal adminMtra- 

AiMablT diMUHcA the Slgaoce Bill. 1M4. intr^uud 
b; Mi. iTo. FImm Miniitet. to exiwd op to Math .-<1, 1D48, tb. 
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opcimtlon of the enheDoed Tetee leimdiDfc cBterteinmcnte, toUlizator eod betting 
tftXii end the electrieity duty leriM under the 1943 Act. 

The 4th. eeieion of the Deeoen Btetee* Workera* OoDTention oommenced at 8angH 
under the preaidentahip of Mr. B. G. Kher. ez-premier of Bombi^. 

Mr. Boger Thomaa, Minlater for Agriculture and PoaUwar ucTelopment in 
fittnd resigned hia office. « Hlo resignation was accepted hy the Ooreinor, 

Questiooa relating to medical reaearch and health surrey in India were asked 
in tiM House of Commons.— Mr. Amery replied ; *’The Government of India 
is looking forward to receiring recommendations on these aubjecta from the 
Health. Surrey and Derelopment Committee under Sir Joseph Bhore and hare 
alrwdy before them some raluable proposals made by Prof. Hilk” 
gfh. In the Punjab Legislatlre Assembly, uproarious scenes marked the proceedings 
culminating in a walk-out by the Muslim League Party as a protest against the 
unwillingness of the leader of the Bouse to agree to the League’s suggestions 
that an adjournment motion, which had beeh admitted by the speaker, should be 
taken up either before or after the Jumma prayers and not at 1-30 p. m. 

In the Bengal Legislatlre Assembly, the Bengal Gorernment's jute policy was 
criticised through a non-official resolution. The resolution urged immmate 
abolition of the statutory maximum jute price and its replacement by statutory 
minimum price to be fixed erery year in consideration of the prices of staple 
food ero|)S. 

In the Benpi Assembly, Khan Bahadur Muhammed Ali, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Chiel Minister, informed the House that the action in regard to the 
arrest, interrogation and transfer out of Bengal of Mr. Sisir Kumar Bose, son of 
Mr. Sarst CbendraBose (detention) wae taken at the iiiatanoe of the Government 
of India. He declined in public interest to famish any further details. 

•th. Mr. Habib Ibrahim Bahimutoola, presiding over the first Bombsy Provincinl 
Mueltm Studente* (Conference, urged Muslim students to make supreme efforts to 
qualify themaelTes as a community to take thetr rightful place in the new world, 
which would be the inevitable outcome of the great war. 

SirTej Bahadur Sapra, addreeaing a meeting of the Pngressive Club, 
Allahabad, said that differenoea and diaagreements prevailed in the country, but 
he did not think them to be unbridgeable. Theae differenoea could be accomodated 
by placing oertala internal aafeguards in the constitution. 

Itih. The Bombay Provincial Anti-Pakistan Conference which met under the 
preaidentahip of Mr. N. C. Kelkar, oonciuded after adopiiug a resolution condemning 
the proposal for territorial diviaion of India aa **uDdemocratic and anti-national 
and ultimately bound to readlt in internecine war.*’ 

The (I4lh birthday of Pandit Madan Mohan MaUviya was celebrated throughout 
India under the auapicea of the All-India Hindu Dbarma Seva Sangha. 

11th. In the Punjab Legialative Aaaembly, the Speaker ruled out of order an ad- 
journment motion aought to be moved by Raja Gaanafar Ali Khan (Muslim 
League) to discuss the failure of the Premier and the membera of the Cabinet 
to reeign when Captain Shaukat Hyat Khan wai dismissed, thereby violating the 
principle of joint rcapoaeibility." 

H. E. Mr. B. G. Casey, Governor of Bengal, in bis speech at the annual 
convocation of the Dacca University said : *1 believe it is right that we should 
take pride in our national traditkma, not as somathing dead, not merely as a 
nostalgic yearning for the thinga of the paat,— 'biit as something living and ready 
to reassert itself in our future struggles.” 

A demand for the immediate release of India’s democratic leaders was mudo by 
127 prominent Americans in the course of a letter to Lord Halifax, the 
Amhaaaador in Waabington. 

Ilth. The Mysore Legislative Council which reaaeembled under the preeideiiey of Mr. 
D. H. Chadrasekharia, paaaed the Mysore Prison (Amendment) Bill and the 
Myaore Coffee Market Expanaion (Amendment) Bill. 

In the Bengal Legislative Aeeembly, the need for applying the guillotine to 
cope with the growing volume of legislation in the Provincial legislature with 
reasonable ext>^ition and to prevent Che opposition fyom deliberately obstructing 
the passage of a Bill, waa emphaaiZid by Sir Nazimnddin, Premier, when the 
debate on hia proposal to amend the Aeeembly procedure rules was resumed. 
Itth. Mr. Amery^made a statement In the Commons regarding the representations 
made bv the Ghambw of Prinoee to the Viceroy oouoeming the fntnre develop- 
ment of thmr territories. 

Sir Tej Bahador Sapru, in an iatervlew at Allahabad! : "I eni not going 
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to 9iJk Gudbiii to ftppetr beiora m bnl offtainly I tm wiitiag to him to 
Mod II m«monndum oo the oommnoel problem.'* 

14th. The Bengal LegielatiTe Aeeemblj began eoneideratlon of the Leglalaii?e 
Chamben (Membere’ Emolnmente) Amendment Bill, introduced by the Chief 
Minieter, Sir Nacimoddin. 

ISth. Mr. M. A. Jinnah expreeaed hie inability to meet the Sapra Oonoiliation 
Committee. He made it clear in the eorreaoondenoe between him and Sir ThJ 
Bahadur Saprn. ^ 

In the Benmil LegielatiTe Aeaembly, queetione regi^iog the export of food 
graine from India and the enpply and Import of rice into Bengal were naked. 

At the Labour Party Conference in London, delmatea carried a raaolution on 
India which called for the releaae of Indian political priaonera to facilitate 
negotiationa to end the deadlock. 

Jhe Punjab Legielatifc Aeaembly adjourned atne dui after paaaing three 
official Bille including the Punjab L^latife Aeaembly (Allowancea of Membeii) 
Bill which raised the monthly aalary of membera from Ba 200 to Be. 50(X 
The Bill waa oppoaed by the Oongieaa Mualim League partiea. 

16fh. Sir Ardeehir Dalai, Member for Planning ana Derelopment, Ooremment of 
India, at a Preae Conference in Oaleutta diaouaaed the many problema ladiig 
poet-war India. 

Implicit faith in the leaderahip of Mahatma Gandhi and undivided loyalty to 
the Goiigreee High Command were pledged by nearly 400 Congreaamen and 
leaders of the Punjab who met at Ludbiana. 

17th. The Chancellor of the Chamber of Frineea, the Nawab of Bhopal publiahed 
a statement on Mr. Amery’a reference in Parliament to the reaignatione from 
the Standing Committee. 

18th. Sir Homi Mody referring to the political situation in India in his presi* 
dential addrees at the annual general meeting of the Employers' Federation of 
India at Bombay declared: **Time is against us and that if a solution ia delay^ 
too long, irreparable iojuiy might be done to the vital interesta of India." 

Allama Mashruqi, the Ehaksar leader, aent telegrams to Mahatma Gandhi and 
Mr. Jinnah snggeaciog to them to meet again to arrive at a oommuoal aattlement. 

I9th. The Bengal Legislative Assembly was prorogued. The only baalnesi Mora 
the House on the closing day waa ths introduction of the Pvivate Forests Bill 
sod the Tanks Improfemeot (Amendment) Bill. 

Mrs. y. L. Pandit declam in an interview with the New York Post : "The 
desire for independence in India ia not the result of the work of any political 
party or any auperimposed propaganda. It ia the natural result of world 
conditions.” 

JOtb. Mrs. Sarojtoi Nsida arrived in Calcutta. 

I’lst. Mr. Amery stated in the Commons that the authorities in India constantly 
had under review the cases of persons detained as the result of the Congress 
disturbances of 1942, and releases were made so far aa compatible with easential 
considerations of security. 

A Government proposal for the formation of an autonomous Transport Board 
^ control and run tramway and motor transport throughout Bengal waa 
discussed with a deputation of the Calcutta Corpo*ation which waited oo Bir 
Nszimuddin, Chief Minister, in connexion with the question of purchsie of the 
tramways undertaking br the Corporation. 

22Dd The Executive Committee of the Cslcntta District Muslim League adopted a 
resolution condemning the appointment of the "Conciliation Committee’* by Bir 
Tej Bahadur Bapru. 

28rd. Bir Jogendra Bingh, Member in charge of Lands, Health and Education, at a 
meeting of commercial men in Madras, expressed the view tbit to the merehanta 
the promotion of health and education of the people and development of the 
resources of tbe country were of greater importance than political problema." 

'llie Central Govenimeot's monthly accounts for Beptember showed that, 
excluding periodical adjustments and transactions of Rsilwsys and Porta and 
Telegraphs, expenditure in tbe first six months of the finandsl year 1944-45 
exceeded revenue by Be. 82) ororea against Bs 06 crores in the correepondiiig 
period of the previoua year. ^ ... 

24th. Dr. Bhyama Prasad Mookberjee, in hit preaidantial addresa to tbe Ifith. 
annual aesaion of tbe All-India Hfaidu Mabaaabba (at Bilaanur) deolsrsd: 
**India’a will rnnat be heard at tbe Peace Coulersnce. not through hired Indian 
igsnii of British Imperialism but thioni^ bar chos sn spoksstoeo. It is for this 
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TCftMm ihftt 1 feel it nrffeat that there ahonld be e ceaaetios of hoetilitiea emong 
the liidieii political partiea themaeWea. it will be aa act of aupreme atateeman- 
abip if to-day there can be a eombiaation of all tne nationaliat elementa in the 
public life or India for the preparation of an tnvalnerable oppoaitioii to the 
continuance of the imperialiatic decigna of Britain." 

Sir Ardeahir Dalai, in the eourae of diacuaaione with ofliciais aud uon- 
officiala in New Delhi, explained the main linee of the Government of India'e 
indnitrial development policy. 

The 2;^nd. neaeiou of the Prabaai Bangya Sahitya Bammelan (Literary 
Conference) commenced at Gawnpore under the preaideiite«iip of Dr. Itadha Kamal 
Mookheriee. 

A reaolution according aupport to the conciliation move a|K>ii«ored by Sir Tej 
Bahadur Bapru, in order to eolve the political deadlock, wae adopted at a Diwan 
of Sikhs in Calcutta, in connection with the celebration of the birth auidveaury 
of Guru Guvind Singh. 

Satb. The 33rd All India Ayurvedic Congress was held at Satyanarayanpuram, a 
Suburb ol Bezwada in the presence of a large gathering of ddegates irom various 
parts of ludiii. Dr. M. K. Mukherjee presided. 

'J'be fundaineiitsls of planning for the development of agriculture in India was 
dealt with ny Sir Manilal B. Naiiavati, presiding over the tiflli confeieiu-e of the 
ludian Socitny of Agricultural Iflconomica at Naiiii. 

The All-India Women^e Conference submitted a memorandum to the Hindu 
Law CoinmiUfc ou the draft Hindu Code, supporting the Code. 

The Hindu Mnliasabha adopted the reaolutiona about the constitution of a 
Free India aud the fundamental righta of citizens as passed by the Subjects 
Committee— i>r. Shyama Praaad Mukherjt presided. 

Mr. M N. Roy, iu his presidential address to the 2nd confeience of the All- 
India Radical Democratic Party in Cafeutta, said : “Political power muat be the 
instrument for reorganizing society ao aa to free it from the domination of vested 
interests,'* 

Sir Aziznl Haque, Commerce Member of the Government of India, addressing 
the Rotary club of Csicutta, ssid that the various control messurea instituted by 
the Government bad undoubtedly checked the tendency to high prices and had, 
iu quite a number of cases, definitely brought it down. 

S8th. Mrs. Barojini Naidu, addressing the 8ch annuel session of the All-India 
Btudeuts* Federation iu Caloutta, said : "Do not quarrel ovbr slogans. Clone up 
your raiika and work unitedly so that our country msy take its proper place in 
the inte.ruatioiial federation of the world.” 

The AlMndia Radical Democratic Party adopted a "draft constitution of free 
India, *’ jwpared by Mr. M. N. Roy. 

Sir Tej Bahadur Bapru, President of the Non-Psrty Coneilistion Committee 
which be^nu its work in New Delhi, said : “Our essential duty is to apply our 
minds to the basis of a constitution, not to its detsiled provisions." 

A resolution urging the establishment of a peoples' Government was passed at 
the AU-ludia Hsdtciil Democratic Party Conference in Oslcutta. 

At the Hessioii of the All-India Students' Federation in Calcutta, a resolution 
was adopted stressing the need for evolving a common outlook as the basis for 
another meeiing between Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Jiniiah for' a Congress-Leiigue 
united front to win power for the Indian people. Prof. Durjsti Prasad 
Mukherjee presided. 

Tlte All- India iilducational Conference commenced at Cawnpore. Sardar K. M. 
Pauikkar, Prime Minister, Bikaner State, in his presidential address defined the 
objectives of Nationsl Education. 

80th. Mr. J. Austin. Adviaer to the Governor of Madras, atressed the importance 
of public archives iu the study of history, when he opeura the Indian History 
Congress in Madras. Dr. S. N. Sen, Director of Archives, Government of India 
inresiaed. 

The 2fiih South Arcot Harijsn Conference was held at Omakkalam (Chidam- 
baram). Mr. J. S, Villai, ex-Msyor of Madras presided. 

A manifesto issued by the Radical Democratic Party, appealing to all to j|oin 
that organization and “help the formation of the people's front to fight the last 
battles in the struggle for the freedom of the Indian people" was adopted at 
the concluding session of the party's Confeience in Calcutta. The manifesto 
outlined the patty's programme. 



India in Home Polity 

lut thraa Toliimeg o! the Indian Annual Regiat&r^ those 
deeliog with affaire during the twelve months of 1943 and first six 
. of 1944, have been taken up principally with food 
™ soaroity in Bengal and the pestilenoe that followed it, 

iSnia These caused the death fxom starvation and from 

diseases of more than three millions of men. women and 
children. The same conditions had obtained in certain limited areas of 
the neighbouring Province of Oriesa and the distant areas of Malabar, 
We have seen an estimate that said that more than 12.000 men 
women and children had died in Orissa. We know next to nothing of 
how the people in Malabar, in British Malabar and those areas included 
in the States of Cochin and Travancore, fared on a ration of 4 or 6 
ounces of rice during **non-famine'* months and dunng ^'famine*' months 
when the quota was li to 2 ounces per head per day. Mr. Namboodi* 

npad in his pamphlet Food in Kerala has said that this arrangement 

just managed to keep the people alivo ; during the June-August of 1948. 
there were epidemics which carried away 80,000 people and those 

that^ remained, those that survived, live **a8 an emaciated, under- 

nourished, epidemic-stricken mass of humanity, but nevertheless, 
survival of living humanity." There had been at Kerala a food deficit in 
local production of about 50 per cent. Previous to the war, started 
by Japan in December 1941. this deficit used to be met by imports 
from Burma and Siam. In Bengal this war had created, according 
to official statistics, a deficit of 10 per cent only. But Kerala some- 
how managed to escape a greater disaster because her ruling classes 
had always been conscious of "the desperate position of her food 
stocks," while Authority in Bengal failed to understand the implica- 
tions of the deficit food position in the area under its control. The 
question will naturally be asked — why should there have been careful 
husbanding of resources in Kerala and absence of it in Bengal ? We find 
it difficult to accept any explanation that suggests that the bureaucracy 
was more competent in Kerala than it was in Bengal. It is true 
that no single factor can be held mainly responsible for the soaroity 
of food in Bengal that had precipitated famine in it As in other parts 
of India so in Bengal there bad been the deterioration in the material 
life of the people incidental to British rule, the result of administration 
and 'exploitation for about two centuries. In the last three volumes 
of the Annual Regnter we have attempted to trace the evolution 
of this deterioration which with all the good will in the world, with 
all the equipments furnished by modern science, the British bureaucracy 
has failed to halt or modify. It is a result of that policy, 
fremed at London mainly in the interests of the British people. The 
people of India are victims of that policy, helpless and unresisting. 
Not because they did not resent this d^rioration. The history of 
Nationalism in India is a symbol of that resentment and the desire 
to end it. 

Bat the modem State with its totalitarianism does not leave 
the units of the '^sovereign people" any power of inftiattve to meet 
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*k. — — •WWMh ot • *dlnwter lOw wImI dtfrwtalaa Bangal and 

1948-’44. The modem State hm mUad 
l|« pt«fla peo{^ of all idaaa of lelf-lielp, made ttem depeodaot 

on the measnraa of the boroanoraoy for ibeir weal or 
woe. TUa helpbieneas of the people hae beeome more ex^eit sinee 
the war that Oennany started in 1914. Modem eeieiiee and modem 
teohsteal dereldpmente have made it possible for the State to nsnrp 
powers of direetion and control of the people’s life thateonld not be 
imagined in the years that preceded this war. The State now regulates 
how the eitisens should lire and move and have his being; it takes 
oharge of him even when he is in his mother’s womb and sees to it 
that he has a deoent bnri^; from birth to death the State has 
undertaken to dictate the minutas of his life ; to control the distribu- 
tion of food and cloth to him ; look after him in employment and un- 
employment, in health and sickness; to guide his mating. The sense of 
individuality of the modern citizen is thus being weakened, and he has 
come te accept this dispensation as the mark and note of a progressive 
civilization. In the Soviet Union this development has reached its highest 
pitch. Even in democratic countries, in the United States for instance, 
the *'New Deal" has demonstrated that private initiative could not pull 
out the country from the disorganization of the world slump of the 
early thirties; the State had to step in to find employment for the people, to 
create for them new avenues of employment. And if as a price for this help 
the State imperoeptivdy to the people got away with certain of the 
rights and privileges of the individual citizen, robbed him of certain of the 
attributes of a free citizen, he does not challenge this usurpation; 
he appears to have lost the capacity to resist this tendency of things. World 
War II. of the 20th century has enabled the State to further encroach upon 
the rights and responsibilities of the individual eitizen. The needs of a 
total war have made these subservient to the demands of a struggle 
to survive ; the needs and necessities of the individual citizen have had 
to yield place to the over-riding considerations of survival in « war of 
continents and oceans out which the world has not emerged during 
the months, July to December, 1944, with which we have been dealing in 
the present volume of the Annual Register. 


This has been a world phenomenon. Even in independent countries, 
in democratic countries, the individual citizen bas bad to forego his freedom 
of initiative, to tolerate restrictions . put upon it by the 
authority of the State. His food and cloth was rationed, 
his needs of nutrition was chemically met ; his hours of 
Wbrk were regulated not in consideration of his individual 
inclination or requirement but of the need of a State engaged in a life 
and death struggle He has had to accept these controls, and is being 
educated by these to be content with the rstfoning of his needs and 
necessities, both in the mental and material plane. He has been learsi^ 
to appreciate the queue mind and the habits of the queue. Thisiregi- 
menlation of body and of mind in the dvil population of the Cerent 
countries of the world, whether belligenent or neutral or indMeent. naa 
become the charaotexistio of the modem worid. AH this irbeingdoiie 
in the name of the prog^ssive philosophy of life and oondtiet. Mot 
even the greatest scientist or philosopher dares c hal len g e its validity or 
effaelaveness in the conflicts and competItvVns of the world as we haye 
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it to-day. By it tha Steta ia bong aodowad with powan and pmogattvai 
that rednoe the individual oitiaan, whaihar in tha olaia or maai. to 
tha position of tha Boldlar—*Hhaira not to vaason why» thairs hot to hUha 
'reply, theirs only to do or die.*' Tha world haahm asked to halfoya 
that this phenomenon is a short-lived one ; ii cannot last hayond tha war 
years ; that with tha end of tha war the rights and privilfgas d Hia 
individual citisan would ha restordd to him. Wa do not know on whose 
hehalf this assurance is haing givoi. Tha man and woman who have 
during tha war years controlled tha machinery of the State will find 
it difficult to divest themselves of the powers to control and regulate 
the life of the commonalty of the world, they will find one ejcouse 
or other to retain these powers in the name of the State which will 
be called upon to handle the difficult problems of peace in a world that 
has burnt its resources in tha fires of war. Be-building a batter world 
from out of the debris of war that has directly ravaged the life of 
two continents will require the imposition of the same controls that 
have carried it through war. 

In a country circumstanced as India is, with a bureaucracy alien in 
personnel and alien in spirit, alien to tba interests of the people, with 
bureaucracy in control of the Oovemment, the peopla 
in the India lost all significanoe in its eyes. Britain was engaged 

Britith State & ^ar of survival, challenged thereto by tha aspiring 
imperialism of Germany and Japan. Tha human 
and natural resources of India could have had no better use than 
ministering to the needs of her fight. Without consultation with any 
body in India, with any individual or party in India, with any Legis- 
lature in India, India was pushed into both the wars, one started in 
Europe by Germany in September, 1939, and the other in Asia by Japan in 
December, 1941. Britain took the responsibility of exploiting India's resources 
to serve the needs of her wars. For about two years the war 
in Europe bad been remote to us both physically and 
mentally. The majority of our people refused to ideologi- 

cally align tbemselves with the British plan as it was being propagandized 
through the speeches of her war leaders and the writings of her publi- 
cists, not because they had any leanings towards the Nazi 

doctrines and practices, but because for about two centuries Britain 
had been practising the Nazi doctrine of the superiority of race. As 
soon as the war started the feelings and sentiments of Indian people 
were clearly and unequivocally expressed in the resolutions passed by 
the Working Committee of the Indian National Congress. The Oongmss 
Ministries in 8 out of 11 Provinces of India resigned in protest whin 
the British Government failed to justify its action of dragging India into 
war without her consent or consulting her convenience or self interest. 
The Governor General of India, Lord UnUthgow, failed to eonvinoe the 
leaders of the people of the justice of the action taken by him at the 
instance of the London Government. The roots of this failure are 
be found in the whole history of Indo* British relation. It is tmetb^ 
Gandhiji had tried to take his ^ple along with him beyond llbi 
narrowness of the argument that divided India and Britain. Itii ;^0 
that he has been the guide and philosopher of the Oopgiili 
since 1920, But the leaders of the Congress assembled at tbo mdeej^ : 
of the W'orkiDg Committuo wrestled for |^8 daya to reconcile India's imp > 
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TMpeot ftod lelf-intoraet wibh thofle o! Briiidn duriDg one of Ibe greatest 
eriees of recent human history. They invited the British Gknremment 
to reconcile these in the context of this particular war, so as to '*make 
the people of India enthusiastic for war which is not theirs." to quote 
the words of Pj^ndit Jawaharlal Nehru used by him in course of a 
message sent to the London N^iwa Chronicle. 

There was no satisfactory response to this appeal And the people 
in India have remained unreconciled to the cause represented by Britain 
in this war. The ruling authorities were also acting 
spirit of an “occupation army,” trying to keep 
war strategy them down by the show of brute force o^e immeasurably 
stronger by the inventions of modem scienee. As long 
as the war was confined within Europe they could be a little considerate. 
But when the German army broke into Caucasus and erupted into the 
eastern Mediterranean, threatening Egypt and the Bed Sea life-line, they 
had to draw the ring of their repressive machine more tightly round 
India's rebellious spirit. The situation took a more ominous turn when 
Japan rode into the Indian Ocean after having got possession of Singapore 
and the Bay of Bengal. Strategists began to talk of a link-up between German 
and Japanese forces in the Bod Sea area. Eastern India came nearer 
to the Japanese forces, flushed with easy victory in Malaya and Burma 
and poised for an attack on Bengal Thus did this eastern Province of 
India come within the range of war strategy* But as its politically- minded 
people had. during the last forty years and more made a name for 
themselves by their nationalist thoughts and activities, their Province 
came to have in the reports of administrators and the Witings of British 
publicists a new characterization, as “anti-British" in a special sense 
of the term. The experiences of Burmese collaboration with the Japanese 
invaders imparted a new meaning to the difficulties of the situation as 
it will develop if and when Japan made good her threat of invasion 
of India which had become an arsenal of the Anglo-Saxon Powers in the 
battle-fields of Asia, in the island fights in eastern Asia. The setting up of 
the Eastern Supply Council with headquarters in India was an evidence 
of the importance that India came to occupy in this connection. It happened 
also that in Bengal were established industries under British auspices 
—jute mills, factories, mines, tea gardens — that were expected to play a 
significant part in the war, in fashioning the weapons of war. It happened 
also that through Bengal and over Bengal passed the life-lines of supply 
to China. These factors made Bengal a special concern of the strategists 
of the United Nations. The feelings of its people were resentful, various 
sections inimically disposed for various reasons. The Burmese had 
shown that the subject population could not be trusted to play other 
than a hostile part. It was a natural dedu^ion for the military 
bureaucracy in India to make that in the event of a Japanese invasion 
people in Bengal would not be more helpful than the Burmese had 
been. It was natural for them to feel and to dedde that sabotaging in 
Bengal could be successfully prevented if the food and the cloth supply 
of the people in the Province could be brought under Government control, and 
their freedom of movement curtailed These must have been the inspiring 
mqttve behind the measures which came to be associatod with the ^Dmiial 
PleUey ** Pood grains were ordered to be surrendered by the peofde of tiie 
ooaiAal districts at the head of the Bay of Bengal Oovemment agents 
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we IM koie om Ihe ooinitry-Mde le ma3m pueliiiti on iti belieH, 
Ihe eonmiodilies to he lemored lo eete ewM Boeto were ordeied to be 
•onMiiaered eieeliiig bewM in tiie life ef e peopb to whom boats were Ihe 
meaiM of transporl ; bioyelos only were ordmed to be raneiidered, aod a watch 
was kept over all Tebioolar mofemeots in partieidar areas of the Profinee* 
Food, boats and bieyoles earns tbos to oeeopy aj^aee in the plan of strategy 
that was boing devised for defendiDg Ben^ for toiling the evil designs 
of the Tietorions Japanese. Measntesfor 'denying'* the enemy rei^y 
worked toward "denying" these to the pMpls. This is an aspect of the 
eansation of famine that has not received the consideration that 
was its due from the memheis of the Famine Oommission who were 
taking evidence during the months of which we are speaking heie. 
They were called upon to hold shortage of food grains 
and the natural calamity of October 16, 1942, the prodteering and 
black marketing to be principally responsible for the scarcity that 
created famine in Bengal. 

But why these elements of the problem should have had such 
a devastating effect in Bengal demands an explanation. The "most 
brilliant membors" of the Indian Civil Service who 
**nesla1 Poliey** ruled Bengal even though Ministries were protecting 
wet the remit them from criticism acted under instructions from the 

Central bureaucracy when signs and portents of famine 
were thrust upon their attention in the streets of Calcutta; they were 
instructed by the Central Food Department to "statistically prove*’ 
to the people that there was no deficit in rice ; the Minister of Civil 
Supplies in the Muslim League Ministry, Mr Surhawardy, took it upon him- 
self to propagandize this brief sponsored by Major-Qeneral Wood, the 
Food ^cretary in the Government of Lord Linlithgow. But when this 
falsehood could not bo maintained, Mr. Surhawardy could turn round 
and declare that ho did what he did with the laudable object of 
halting panic which would have worsened matters. He was either 
Ignorant that reasons of strategy had been playing a part in disrupting 
the economic life of his people, or he was a partner in the game of 
deception, inspired by the temptations of office to hold back the 
truth from them. Any way, the deficit position of Bengal in the matter 
of food grains, the profiteering by traders, the dishonesty and incompe- 
tence of officialdom, do not explain the whole phenomenon. As Com- 
mander-in-Chief of India Sir Archibald Wavell bad advised certain 
measures the consequraces of which be was called upon to face as 
Lord Wavell, the Governor-General of India. The recognition of this 
fact can no longer be evaded. It teaches us that in total war fo(^ 
can be made to act as an explosive to the enemy or to people 
who are regarded as potential enemies. "Anti-British*'^ Bangui 
belonged to the latter category, and was made to suffer for daring 
to stand up to the pretensions of the alien .bureaucracy* In our 
innocence we had believed that no State could create conditions cl 
famine. But total war, totalitarian war, the experiences gatbmd during 
it, should teach us that human lives whether of thousand or of millions, 
whether of the Military or of the mvil population, are as pawns in the game 
of power politics. And we live to learn. The Bragal famine has 
shown that the Brituh huieauoraclr was confronted with a dire chotee 
in 1942 ; it had to weigh whether it would he more profitable to "sooreb" 

6 
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the norms nnd forms of lifs in Bengol snd thus disnblo ili psopb 
for misobief in ooso tho Jsponaso snoMsded in invoding tbo Fr^inos 
or wilhdrow from if witbonf disfnrbing the normol processes of Itisb 
Whether the first or the second method were seleeM, o snecessfiil 
Joponese invosion would cense disloeetion, enteiling suffering on the 
people. If the Jmpenese could be belted by ''denying" them food end 
trensport, the experiment wes worth e triel. Were could not be fought 
In m^ern times without censing the civil populetion sorrow. In 
weighing these consideretions, the bnreenoreoy elected to edopt the 
**Deniel Policy." The result wes femine in Bengel. The meesures 
ordered by New Delhi raleesed over the Province forces of disruption 
where the ofiloiel corruptor, the profiteer, end the oontreotor combing to 
give e rude shook to the delicete' belenoe in the food position of the 
Province. 

The Muslim Leegue Ministry under Ehweje Sir Nesimuddin edded to 
the confusion of the things by trying to extreot the utmost edventege out of 
this disester for its members end its politioel ^pporters. 

A pursuit of its nerrow eommunel policy it thought 

temlM under the powers of control secured by the 

Administretion under the Defence of Indie Buies their 
politicel supporters could be greeted contrects end pieced in the distri- 
butive tredes of the country. And they used these powers to secure 
thet end. If it could not find experience in these tredes 
emong their politicel supportersi the contracts end agencies could wait 
disposal while men, women end cdiildren were kept awaiting for the 
food to come. The Woodheed Commission let the Ministry off with 
mild reproof for this crime, end we make no apology for again reproducing 
here their words. 

"We reocRnise that the diflienlties of recruHinfc and training the large staff and of 
acquiring aocominodatioo were real and great, but we were of opinion that 
efoidable delay did take place. The delay lu the recruitment was accentuated 
at one stage by an endearour to maintain communal proportions. We eonsidsr 
this thing to have been particularly unfortunate. In an emergency, pa^iculailT 
one iffecting the food of the people, administratife action should not oe dslsysd 
by attempts to observe rules fixing communal ratios.** 

The quotation naturally su^osto a question. Why did the Oovemor 
ajd his advisers in the Indian Civil Service, all of them British, connive 
at this narrowness and the crudely selfish activities of 
Kwas a^ereature Nasimuddin Ministry ? Directors of the Civil Supplies 
British policy Department were, allof them, higher-ups in the Service ; they 
were by the rules of the Service free from inteilamoe 
by, the Ministry. During the height of famine a member of this Service, 
Sir John Butherford, was Governor of Bengal. Neither did he nor 
did his official advisers deem it necessary or found it possible to control 
or modify the rank eommunalist policy of the Ministry which was in 
office tlmogh the grace of officialdom and the support of the European 
members of the Bengal Legislature. Their failure or lack of inclination 
to guide the measures for famine relief in Bengal on right lines could 
okily be traced to the policy of appeasing Muslim oommunalism which 
has become a sheet-anchor of Britiih Imperialism. Divide and rub is 
Imidicitin every activity of a State thi^ holds an alien peopb In 
snbjeelion ; it is the law of its being. So has it happened in India all 
through the period that Britain has been holding p^tical sway over 



*44] INDIA IK HOME POLITT 41 

lldt «Qna(^. During iho Morley-lDnlo xiQgiine it erupted into view with 
endbi aradity that tk lesion ooold not'' hb missed e^en by tbs most 
essosl d observers. In Lady Ifinto's Diary recording some of bsr 
letters to end bom Lord Morley. the then Bemtsry of State for India, 
is quoted a letter written by a Simla official to Her Escellency gloat- 
ing over the success of the Aga Khan Depntatioti that was promised separate 
representation in the Legislatures of«Uie country* He gleefully prophesied 
that the step taken on the occasion would have an influtnoe on Indian 
idfairs lor years to come that would be beyond the imagination of the genera- 
rion of offirials that started the mischief. That prophecy has all but fulAUed 
itself in the plan of disintegration that the Muslim League politicians 
have sketched. Lionel Curtis of the Bound Table Organisation is credited 
with framing the ‘‘Diarchy*' that was given shape in the Montagn- 
Ghelmsfprd constitutional changes. He indicated the way in which tiie 
evil of “separate electorate" will try to work itself out 

"India will never attain unity and nationhood as long as communal sleetorstss 
remain. The longer they remain the more difficult will It be to uproot them, 
till in the end th^ will be only eradicated at the cost of a civil war. To enable 
to attain nationhood ia the trust laid on ns. and in agreeing to the establish- 
ment of communal representation we hsve bem false to that charge." 

The year 1944 high-lighted the futility and frustration in India that 
were the products of the policy followed by the Imperial Government 
of Britain. The Bengal famine demonstrated that no 
Mr. Casey brought communal Ministry can solve the problem that touched 
no Chang 0 the every-day life of the people. A new Governor was 

appointed who belonged neither to the Indian Civil 
Service nor to the public life of Britain with their particular prepos- 
session and prejudices with regard to Indian politics. Mr. Bichard 
Casey was an Australian public man who chose to play a part in 
Britain‘8 Imperial affairs by resigning from the position that he held 
as the Commonwealth representative at Washington. The Australian 
Prime Minister. Mr. John Curtin, started public controversy with the 
British Prime Minister on this account. Mr. Casey was appointed 
Besident Minister in the Middle East to oversee the organization of diplomacy 
at this centre of many interests that Britain has built up in this 
region. We cannot say whether he had any duties of co-ordination 
between diplomats and leaders of United Nations armed forces stationed 
in it* Why Mr. Winston Churchill chose him in preference to a British 
diplomat or administrator it is not difficult to understand. He wanted 
to enlist the services of the ruling classes of the “Dominions" in ^ing the 
^dq^endent empire." Mr* Curtin might not have appreciated this compli- 
ment. Mr. Casey did not belong to his Party. And. perhaps, his 
affiUarions were more with the Churchill school of politics than with 
the Labour Pterty in the Australian Commonwealth. Therefore was he 
”*^able to bviwg a new mind to the administration of Bengal, and 
continued to accord support to the Nazimuddin Ministry which hi^ m^e 
■neh a sorry mess of the campaign against famine. So far as the civil 
population of the Province were concerned. Mr. Bichard Casey proved as good 
or as disam^unting as Sir John Herbert had been. Under his eyes the 
Ministry of OivU Bup^es was allowed to bungle matters as woeftiUy ee 
Mf immediate predecessors. The oommunalism of the Idinistry showed 
BO of and the genmal public in Bengal found no reason te 
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aoDgntiibto themselves on % obange from u !• 0> B. Govieraor ie ea 
Aastratian pablio man leading their administralioia TbeaaBararia wUeh 
Mr. Oasey reacted to the oriticism of the famine reliaf opcralioBS in 
Bengal made by such an esteemed fmblie man as Pan^ Hiiday Nath 
Ennsru. President of the Bervants of India Society, by Mrsu IKpy 
Lakshmi Pandit, President of the AU-India Women s Oonfscenoe, showed 
that it did not take Mr. Casey a long time to imbibe the bureaiieratie 
habit of resenting oriticism. His toleration of the NaMmnddia Miniatry's 
way of handling affairs demonstrated that Mr. CafMy ooald not rise 
above the imperialist policy of encouraging the narrowness of spirit 
that moved leaders of the Muslim League in the co un try. It may 
be that the instrument of instructions issu^ to him by Mr. Ohurohill 
eontained directions that Mr. Casey was not to trouble himself with 
the internal affairs of Bengal, that he would be fulfilling the purposes 
of his appointment if he just saw that war activities were not hindered 
in any way, that the pathetic contentment of the masses in Bengal with 
the existing order of things was not disturbed by ^'outsiders" lite lLr« 
Eunsru and Mrs. Pundit and that Congress people ware kept in safe 
custody and Hindu Mahasabha agitators were ignored. When Mr. Oasey 
came to Bengal the campaign round about Manipur and Eohima was 
mounting towards a crisis for tbe ‘'United Nations," and his appoint- 
ment had reference to the war efforts in the Province which he was 
expected to consolidate and keep intact. His success or failure in Bengal 
would be judged not by his efforts to pull out her people from the social 
disintegration that famines bring about but by his activities as a **War" 
Governor. Dengars nearness to the Burma front imparted an importance 
to Mr. Casey’s regime. The Province illustrated in one of the crises 
of the British Empire’s history the success of the Morley-Minto policy of 
"Divide and Buie." This must have been one of the reasons why the break- 
down in her economic life attracted the attention of India to such an extent. 
She represented in the League Ministry all the forces, personal and 
impersonal, that wore being allowed to work towards weakening the 
People's Front in India, in disintegrating the unity of feeling and action 
that was trying to wrest from alien hands the authority of tbe State in 
India. Therefore did public men and publicists make Bengal’s cause 
their own. For, Bengal left to the mercy of the commmialist and the 
imperialist would be used as the lever of disruption in India. We know 
now that the leaders of the Congress interned behind prison walls 

were perturbed by what they bad heard and read of happenings in 
Bengal indicating that tbe forces of reaction were having tbrir innings 
at the expense of the Province’s vital interests. They knew that the 
British bureaucracy would utilize the war to strengthen their strangle- 
hold on the country’s life, to kill the hopes for better life that we 
all entertained. But it appears that they were not prepared for 

betrayal of the people's cause by the leadership of the Muslim 
League. 

When Gandhiji was released In the second week of May, 1944, 

he was a sick man. He was confronted with this situation olpolili- 

cal fnistoation and economic break-down in Bengal 
Osaikitl tries to and other areas in India. With a view to end this 
meet Lerd Wavell deadlock he approached the Governor- CUneral for a 
meeliDg and pleading for his permission to meel the 
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mnAm of Him WoiUnf OM m ni t fcaa of Ibo OoDgrWi tho in peo — 
oitomTa of thB orgMilsalton. Imrd Wairdl coiiUE nol mo hli way lo 
aaoil Gondhiji personally and gran^g his iwinMl far pa n nisoton lo 
flSMltlfaoBMmhm of Ihe Oongress Working OommitlM no thm won 
"vndioai dSfferencsa in oar poibfa of msr/** and Ike; ^"poUe* adheMBoo*** 
of GandBiji lo the: **0011 India^ tfesolntion affindod’ no oomibmi 
moeliiig gsoond ior diseussion of the many issvet Ihal dfaidod BrUMn 
and Id&. This rebuff did nBfc stop GandBiji from, making a&' 
attempt to approach world opinbn, explaining to> It IhdiaV demand 
for independence, and joetifying tBe August fl 9 i 9 ) Besololtmi of the 
OoDgrees centred rouad *^Quit India/* Mr. I^aart Gelder» apeeial 
eorreapondent of the London Dmly Chronicle^ got into tonish wfth 
him at Panohgani where he was beginning to “xebuild a farolnn body ;** 
the imiety of hia editor ^to help in solving the poBtieat deadloekfa 
India'* was conveyed to Gandhtji who responded with hie uenid eegeneM 
to convert the opponent. It appeared that Mr. Gelder had approached 
Lord Wavell and returned from bis mission to him **dtsappohiled/* 
He held three hours dncusaioci with Gandhiji on three eooeeeutive 
days.^ Two sets of notes were prepared after disentsion. One of them 
was ‘^intended for publication** alter Mr. Gelder had *'oommttDieatad*' 
to Lord Wavdl his impresaioofl of Gandhi ji's attitude ; the o^er 
contained "notes of talks'* to be discussed with any one who eared 
to understand how the mind of Gandhiji had moving. Mr* 

Getder had asked him straight what would he say to Lord Wavell 
if he met him and disoussed polities with him 7 Gandhiji is reportad 
as promptly saying: 

**1 will tell him that I sought the Interview with s sisw to helping and act 
hiodering the Allied war effort. But 1 esn do nothing witboal sesing the awmbm 
of the Working Committee, for, 1 believe, that my authority under the AugMt 
Resolution ended with my imprieonment. It was not rsvivsd hy ay 
xelnsss.......** 

At this point Gandhiji appeared to have drawn the attention 
of Mr. Gelder to the fact that be was giving ont his individual 
views, not as a representative man. Mr. Gelder got 
Britiah dUtraet over it by saying that everybody, including Lord Wavell. 

and fsnr would be interested to know his mind beeause of 

bis ’**hold on the masses of India." The dic« 
ouBsion appears to have been frank to the point of mdenesc* Hr. 
Gblder asked to Imow how Gandhiji would influenoe the members of 
the Working Committee to underline his call to retreat from the 
position indieated in the August resolution. 

**The Vieeroy might feel thst ss you swssr by tbs August BssdlutioD and 
by the weapon of Civil Dieobedienee. your meeting the Working Oommitiss 
members may only result in their re-inveeting you with nuthoritj to enrry oa 
Civil Dieobemenee in the name of the CoDgress, sod the result will be Ihst whsa 
you eame out of the interview you will hold tbs pistol at the Vieeroj's besd aad 
sny. *Do this or 1 start civil disobedisnoe.’ That would Banks things woiBS thaa 
they are today.” 

To this direct charge Gandhiji could only plead that at Iho 
baek of anoh a question stood the distrust of the British ruBng e l as s M 
of his **profassion" that ho waa and bM 
Oaaihiti's vetfsat always been "a friend of the Brilioh". Mr. Gelder 
trosa isea pMitioa appears to have been treated by Gandhiji ao a non* 
official negotiator, and to hia doelaration ihab the 
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Britoh OoTMiiMiift man not likely **10 MDoedb tte lemud te lalepeiil- 
enee while the wtf ie en,** Geadhiji eiglMnel how vluiit he wodd 
be eetbfied with today diflered from tibat demanded la IMS* The 
eoenomie braak-dowa that waa hiddaa behind war pKofitearisg appeaii 
to have iaflneneed him in makhug thia oonoaealon. He waa eonfiaeed 
tibat there oonld Ke no improTement in the food aitaathm and no 
end to the anfferinga of the people ^"tmleaa power and reapcnittlulity*’ were 
teanafatred from "Britiah to Indian handa/* And Im defined thIa 
traaafar aa “National Ooremment in full control of eiril Adminbtia- 
tionV The Angnat Beaolntion had been pitched to a* higher pupoae. 
The betrayal by the Ohnrohill Goyemxnent of Indian hopea raiaed by 
the “Atlantio Oharter'*, woven round the “Four Freedoma" preach^ 
by Preaident Booaevelt, the ignominona failnre of administratora in 
Ifalaya and Burma to protect the life, property and honour of the 
paoplm, had created a mood of desperation in India that the Gongraaa 
under the leadership of Gandhiji had tried to give a shape to in the 
“Quit India*' movement. He had asked the British Government to 
honourably “quit India'*, to leave it to God, to anarchy if it came to that. 
The failure of that movement, the failure of the people to non- 
violently organiee themselves, to prevent the outburst of chaos, 
their figure to violently wrest the authority of the State from British 
hands — ^this experience appears to have brought about this change of 
front on the part of Gandhiji, or a climb-down if one be tempted to 
use the word. He frankly indicated his present attitude thus: 

*1 have 00 Ifitention of offering Oivll Dieobcdienee to-day. I esnnot tsks thseonntry 
back to 1942. History esc never be repeated. Even withont the authority of 
the Oongress, if I wanted to do it, 1 could start Civil Disobedience to-dsy on 
the strength of my supposed influence with the masses,. but would be doing so 
merely to embarass the British Government This cannot be my objeot” 

In more than one place in the explanatory statement^ be made 
to journalists, Indian and foreign, he told that the Gelder interview 

, was really addressed to the powers that be, both 

^aln se^na* “ Britain, that as Lord Wavell 

^e Interview refused to meet him personally, Gandhiji hoped 

that the special oorrespondent of a well-known British 
daily, with his knowledge of Gandhiji’s mind, would be able to plead 
with the British Governor-General with better effect the cause of the 
fr^om of India and the cause of world peace that have become 
synonymous in his mind. Mr. Gelder also appears to have approached 
the problem from this laiger view. He appears to have appreciated 
and respeded the spirit of the words in which Gandhiji expressed 
his anzie^. There were many Indian critics who disliked Gandhiji's 
confession ol defeat. But he a^ed them to enter into “the siofferings 
not only ol the peo^ of India but of those, whether engag^ 
in war or not, of the whole world." But Mr. Gelder belonged not 
to this class. To British critics of his offiobuaness, he put tterisse 
in the light with which he had approached QandhijL He was inter- 
ested in solving the pbUHoal deadlock in India, it was true, but he 
was interested more in world peace with which somehow Ihdia's 
metical status has had some relation. This was the main reason fog 
^impoflifig a strain on a rick man." 
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*Ijlbil Mr. Gtadhi that I wu Mziooi for Uila ootooty lor IlMialDiof IndlOi Kot 
te of Um poioafal lutnio (d my own oooolry ond for Iht lolorooC 

my eldidkeo and all Eneliih ehitdren wl^ 1 hope, will grow lo adnit 
lifo In a maar, happier world.*’ 

This point of view did not, however, appeal to the mling nlnsnoe 
of Britain. And the Gelder interview ^'misfired.^' The evidence of this came 
out in the speeches made in the Honse of Oommons 
Britlik nilwa in course of which Oandhiji's new move naturally 

reject It formed a subject of discussion. The impression left 

in the mind was khat those who arrogated to speak in 
the name of the British people and. perhaps, did give voice to their 
inner feeling and belief, had persuaded themselves that what the people of 
India stood mostly in need of at this point of their history was 
economic re-conetruotion and not political satisfaction. No body in 
India was deceived by this British i^se. Leaders of industrial life in 
India, men like Mr. J. B. D. Tata and Sir Homi Modi, came out bitter with 
criticism of this attitude, because they could speak from experience 
that India's economic interests were systematically sacrificed at the 
altar of Britain s because the State in India was being run by British 
rulers who bad to consult the convenience and comfort of their own 
people in preference to those of India's. The history of Indo-British 
relation during the last one hundred eigbty*eight years since Britain 
secured political power over India has a record of the use of political 
power to strangle Indian industries and injure them. And the plea of 
British politicians on behalf of India's economic regeneration under 
British auspices is one of the major ironies of history, to put the matter 
mildly. We remember how the London Timea, the London Economist and 
the Manchester Guardian toppled over one another in welcoming the 
appointment of Sir Archibald WaveU as Governor-General in succession 
to Lord Linlithgow as opening a new era of economic reconstmetion. 
The humour of the situation will be better appreciated if it be rememtoed 
that during Lord Linlithgow's administration, acting under Sir Arehiteld 
Wavell's advice as Oommander-in-Chief of India, measures were taken 
that created conditions of famine in Bengal that killed more than three 
millions of men, women and children. Again, history has often told us 
that alien rulers often try to silence their conscience and stifle criticism 
of their actions by holding forth on the virtues of economic wril- 
being as a substitute for political freedom, as a sop to the subject 
population. Sydney Smith in his Peter Ptymley's Letters had parodied 
this pose and exposed its hypocrisy about a hundred years back. 
British rulers were busy trying to persuade the Irish people that 
the cry for a Parliament at Dublin was all ineffective. Sydney Smith 
put this plea in all its absurdity when he said that 

object of all Government ie reset mutton, potatoes, claret, a stout 
eooitable and honest justice, a clear high way and a free chapel. What trash to 
be bawling in the streets about the Green island, tte Isle rd tlra Omn ; the bold 
anthem go bragh. A far better anthem would be Erin go bread and cheese, Erin 
^ eabina that will keep out the rains, Erin go pantaloons without holes in 

The present Prime Minister of Britain was not unaware how 
.*Tory Democracy” in his own island had attempted under the leader- 
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•Up o( Dicrftdi ( Lord BeMomfleld ) lo 

diT«rl the etteotion of the other *'oatioii“ in Briteln» 
the poor end dleenfrenehieed of the country, from their 
**wild longings lor organic change". In the biography of 
hie father. Lord Bandolph Chnrohill. he bad analysed the poli^ in no 
eonpUmeUary terms— -the policy which begins with 

**tbe little peddling Boards of flesltb which oeenpr and dcHght the Loesl 
Ocfcfsflieiit DepsrtMit, comprises Lord gslisbuiy's plan for the amelioratioo of 
the dwtllliigs of the poor, esrries with it Lord ChrnsrriMi’o ideal of eompolaory 
nstlonal iossrance, ioolndea Sir Wilfrid I^wson'a temperance proimganda, praservaa 
and reclaims eommoas and open spaesa fieonred by Mr. B»oe. conatraeta people's 
parka, collaets and opens to the manaea musanros and libraries, art galleries, 
and does not disdain the work-honses of Mr. Jesse Ootlins**. 


Lord WaTsU's stiff attitnde to Mr. Oelder's mission, nndertaken 
at Qandhiji's instanoe, and the discussion in the House of Commons left 
no doubt in the mind that the British authorities were 
T he na anerable not prepared to share authority with respouBible public 

Tbry peMey opinion in India organized on a non-eommnnal 

platform, to recognize ‘‘full independenoe qualified 
during the pendenoy of the War** as indicated in Gandhi ji's discussions 
with Mr. Gelder — National Oovernmant in full control of oiyil adminis- 
tration that would render all aid and open all facilities to the Allied 
Powers, such as air bases, railways, ports etc., helping the war effort in 
all Its branches and phases. The Secretary of State for India, Mr. 
Amery, in replyiofi to questions put by Labour members in the House 
of Commons on the Ifith July, 1944, appeared to suggest that the 
British Gbyemment should wait devriopmeuts in India till these become 
‘^clearer.** By that time the Bajagopalacbari formula for the settlement 
of the problem, as it has been raised by the Muslim League, appeared, 
and the ruling class of Britain wanted to watch how this "move 
towards a settlement between the two major cotumunities" transformed 
affairs in India and forced the hands of the Government. The mind of 
this class was reflected in the question put by Earl Winterton who, 
perhaps, feared that the Churchill Guvornment might be forced to 
commit itself in response to Gandhiji's new offer. He asked a question 
and had his reply. 

**WIU Mr. Amery gite in ssturancs that in any npgotistions to wlileh the 
GOTernment of India is party, equal rights are givni to tlie Mniilim League aa to 
the predominantly Uindu Ooogreaa which ia unalterably opi*oiicd to the Ivifwa of 
the Muslim League and the great majority of the Mualima in ludia ?'* 

**There will be no question of the Go?ernment of India exercising one-sided 
iofluenee on these dieeuseiona in any manner.** 

Another member, Sir Herbert Williams, expressed concern for 
another element of India’s life when he asked : *'Will 60 million 
people, described as untouchables, haye some consider- 
“uiT aaa fnat as Well as Mr. Gandhi ?*’ Mr. Amery replied : 

"eoMullty *‘They do not enter into the present negotiations, if 
indeed negotiations are in progress." These two quest- 
ions and tbs two replies given by Mr. Amery summarize the two problems 
that under British auspices and with British encouragement have 
created all the oomplezitiee that are supposed to halt the arrival of demo- 
oratie freedom in lii^a. We baVa referred to the long history of Anglo- 
Indian flirtation with the feelings, sentiments and interests of a seotion 
ol the Muslim oommunity in India. Since the days of Sir Syed Ahmed, 
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fowider of the Aligerh GoOege, the preenreor of the Miielfm UaiTenity 
of today, offioial policy has heeo consistent in its support to all that stirred 
differences between the Hindus and Mnslims of Indlat twisted these 
differences into permanent factors of cornmnnal conflict and oompetl* 
tion. It does not require any deep research into the history of 
Hindu- Muslim relations to come face to face with the fact that Hindu 
and Muslim societies have differed in certain of the habits of their life 
and thought ; they have agre^'d to treat these differences with a certain 
amount of toleration and on thie tolerance lay the foundation of a 
common life. After the first flush of victory the ruling classes amongst 
the Mnslims acct^pted India as their homeland and their Hindu neigh- 
bours as equal partners in the administration of the country. During 
the many dynastic revolutions that characterised the life of India since 
the eleventh century of the Christian era, Hindu and Muslim grandees 
and chieftains have been found co-operating with one another in put ting up 
or pulling down rulers on the thrones of Delhi. During the seven hundred 
years antecedent to British eruption into India, aspirants to inde- 
pendence, Hindu or Muslim, in the various parts and provinoes of India, 
never failed to recognise the primacy of the emperors of Delhi, to 
hear fealty to them, however insincere it might have been. In the 
anarchy of soveseignties that had been a mark and note of medieval 
times in Europe and Asia, in almost every continent, this experience 
of India has been the expression of a deeply -recogni:.ed necessity that 
there must he a central Government to hold the discordant elements 
in check, to neutralise their chaotic conceits and ambitions. The 
British rulers being alien to the soil and refusing to identify themsdives 
with the people of India have succeeded in imposing some sort of a 
centralized administration over the country. But when the classes 
educated by them refused to remain the standard-bearers of this alien 
rule, the new rulers tried to disrupt the unity of a common resentment 
under a common subjugation by setting community against community. 
One of the earliest of their administrators. Mounstnart Elphinstone, a 
student of Indian thought and culture and an admirer of these in 
his own way, set this pattern of rule in India when he recalled for 
the guidance of his fellow administrators the old Boman motto of "Divide 
et impera"~"Divide and rule" — which should also be theirs in India. 

The difficulties created for the nation-builder in India by this 
policy, and their efforts to get over these or batter these down, make 
the history of Indian Nationalism since the days when 77 
SiBee the BIrtli men. speaking different languages, wearing different 
et the CoDgrese apparels, living at distances as wide apart as 
Assam and 8ind. the Punjab and the Presidency of 
Madras, assembled at Bombay in the hall of the Gokuldas Tejp 1 Bohool to 
create out of these diversities a unity of purpose for the politick 
redemption of their people. In Volume I of the Am^udl RboisUt of 
1986. we have tra^ the growth and rim of the many forcM, personal 
and impersonal, that made the organisation of this institution inevit- 
able. An Anglo-Indian administrator, the Lieutenant Governor of the 
North-West Ptovince (now the United Provinoes of Agra and Ondh). 
Auckland Colvin, had the insight to recognise that it would have arrived 
in the consummation of time." The time of new birth was a narrow 

question-. "the charm which had held the sleeper bound was to be 

7 
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bioken, ftod iba time lor breaking wai at hand." So, it happened in 
1886. History would bear testimony to the fact that the majority of 
the British administrators nnoonsoionsly to themselres had worked 
towards bringing this deyelopment near realization. But when it did 
arrive they could not welcome it. Even the highest of them, one of 
them, the Marquis of Dufferin, the successor of Lord Bipon, scented 
danger in it, he who bad enooun^ed and inspired Allan Ootavian 
Hume to organize the Indian National Congress. And to halt it he 
appealed to the narrow conceits of the higher xlasses amongst the 
Muslims of India to set their claims as a counterpoise to what they 
have described as Hindu ambitions for domination. Addressing members of 
the Mahomedan Central National Association of Calcutta on the eve of his 
departure from India, he uttered words that revealed the mind of the Anglo- 
Indian bureaucracy, challenged by Indian Nationalism to justify its ways of 
rule over India He had spoken of the Congress as representing a ^'micros- 
copic minority", of trying to "ride in the chariot of the sun". The fare* 
well address presented by the Association afiforded an opportunity to 
whip up opposition to the demands put forward on behalf of the 
people. It has to be remembered that the Indian National Oonsress 
was not the revolutionary orgauisaiion that it has become since 1905. 
The demands made in its resolutions of those days did not for twenty 
years rise much above the concern for '‘peddling Boards of Health" and 
such like things. But the British bureaucrat was prescient. And he 
could detect in the petition and protest and prayer of the early years 
of the Congress the first notes of the full-throated assertion of India's 
right to political independence. Therefore did he try to set up the 
'baffle wall' of communal and sectional interests, therefore did he en- 
courage these to hold up progress for as long a time as possible 
Lord Dufiferin was one of the cleverest of this tribe. How cleverly 
did he appeal to the Muslim grandees, to their pride, with a view to 
enlist their help in consolidating the position of the "external authority" 
in India ! 

“Id anv event, be assured, Gentlemen, that I highly value those marks of 
sympathy and approbation which you have been pleased iu express in regard to the 
geunral administration of the country. Descended as you are from those who 
formerly ocoiimed such a commanding poaition in India, you are ex>'eptionany able 
to uuderatana the reeponaibility attaching to those who rule.'* 

His appeal did not take a long time to bear fruil. Sir Syed 
Ahmed Khan hastened to show that he and his clais in India 

, . could not be ignored in the soheme of things that the 
**VSse Congress was trying to build up in India. He did -it 

'Dnlfasla appeal crudely that no body could miss its inspiration to 

have come from Lord Dufferin's words. Or, it may be 
that both f'flt themselvca bound together in mutual selfishness for the 
exploitation of India's weakness. Speaking at a meeing of brother 
grandeed at the Kaiser Bagh in Lucknow (1686) he uttered words 
that were teminisoent of the days when Muslim kings ruled at Delhi. 

"We the Mahomedans are those who ruled India for eiz or seven hundred 
yesre. From our hsiide the Qovernmimt was taken by the EngtUb. la the Indian 
n^vernment ao foolish as to lupi^oie that in seventy years we have forgotten all our 
grandeur and all our glory t** 

Thus was the conceit stirred into hfe by the British bureaucrat for 
his owo purposes that has taken shape today in the claim put forth by the 
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]f«dlm Liigaa for A iBpmfta Sfota or Bfofoain Indfo lo bo eonredonl 
of bkcAo of teritoRieo where the MoeUme hoppen lo find IkemedTei 
in the mijorily. In eiiooeeBive TolomeB of the Indian Annual R^gUkr 
■ineo 1936, we here tried to trace the moremeDt of thought in the 
heart of a eeotion in the Hoelim community in India aeeerting their 
■eparatenees from their neighbours and dreaming dreams of haring this 
separateness giren a distinct place in the future when the British 
authority will hare faded out of India. In the latter part of 1988, 
from Prof. Abdul Latif, sometime professor of English in theOsmania 
Unirersity of Hyderabad ^Deecan)» we hare had a picture of the 
country as a section of Muslim public men and publicists would like 
to hare it drawn. Since then tbe Muslim League has made this scheme 
its own, and by appealing to the crudest of human feelings and the noblest 
at ^e same time it has been able to enlist the support of large 
bodies of Muslims to its plan of disruption. The protagonists of 
the index may hare thrown orerboard the lesaons of Indian history in 
drawing up their ideology and disregarded the fact that Hindus and 
Muslims orerlap themselres so intimately over wide areas of the 
country that without a vast exchange of population no coherent 
Muslim State or Hindu State for the matter of that can be formed 
within the unity that geography has made in this continental country 
of India. We know that history and geography hare many times lost 
their appeal to human beings, and they have been disregarded in the 
pursuit of narrow conceits and ambitions. There is sage counsel yet in 
Muslim society in India that finds no virtue in the cry raised by the 
Muslim League, but it appears to be lost in tbe enthusiasm of the 
community. Venerated leaders like Maulana Hussain Ahmed Madani 
of Deobund in the United Provinces, a centre of traditional Muslim 
culture, like Mufti Eifayat Ullah of Delhi, like Khan Abdur GhafFar 
Khan of the North-West Frontier Province, to name a few names, are 
ranged against the unwisdom implicit in tbe Muslim League cry. But 
their protests sound like cries in the wilderness. 

A section in the leadership of the Indian National Congress 
represented by Mr. Chakravarti Rajagopalachari, sometime Chief 
Minister in Madras, appears to have accepted the 
EvelaUea at the pof ition that the demands put forward by tbe Muslim 
sepaiatlst Idea League cannot be reiected with safety to tbe cause 
of Nationalism that the Congress claims to represent. 
When the Cripps Mission came to India with proposals for an 
Indian Union with right of secession promised to Units, Mr. Raja- 
gopalacbari had tried hard to have these accepted. He got defeaM, 
and resigned from tbe Congress. For about two years he appeared 
to be laughing a lonely furrow. 

Gandhi)! and members of the Working Committee of the Congress 
wm put brikind prison bars having registered their opposition to the 
Mr. Kslsgeiela* Cripps Plan and all that it had stood for. Even 
eksil persaadw during their absence when India appeared to be bereft 
Oaaikipi la assepi of all leadership, Mr. Bajagopalachari was found 

^ making no headway with his propaganda. His contact 

with the Qovemor-Oenerc 1, bis wooing of the Ftesident of the AH* 
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lodift Bf ttslim Leagae, appeared to have boroe no fnzlt. And politieally^iBded 
people in India appeared to rest satisfied with the failnra of Ms. 
Bajagogalaohari's attempts to appease the leadership of .the League. 
Mahatma Gandhi^ was released in the second weok of May, 1944. 
We have desoribed above how he tried to retrieve the posiUon with 
the help of Mr. Gttlderi and how he failed. 'This happened during 
certain days in July, 1944. Coincident with the GaDdhi«Qelder nego- 
tiations, which were carried on in full view of the public^ there were 
certain negotiations that Mr. Bajagopaiachari ba^ beenc arrying on 
with Mr. Jinnah. These also had failed. And the former regarded that the 
time was opportune to explain the causes of this failure. The public 
would not have been troubled if the Madras leader had related the 
story of his own failure. But they were startled to find that Mr. 
Bujagopalachari had the endorsement of Mahatma Gandhi to the 
terms that he had offered to Mr. Jinnah as a ''basis for sottlement" of 
the differences that stood between the Congress and the League. 
This endorsement was received as far back as March, 1943, when 
Oandhiji had been recovering from the effects ol the “capacity fast" 
for 21 days he had under-taken in the middle of February. 1948. 
Thus for more than sixte< n months Mr. Bajagopalaohari had with 
him this endorsement. How he secured it during the time when 
Gandhiji was more than ill, we will, perhaps, never know. What 
new arguments did he advance to persuade Gandbiji to accept a 
proposal that had been regarded as disaBtroDS to the cause of India’s 
freedom and to her position in the comity of modern nations, we 
have not been told. The months since Mr. Bajagopalacbari published 
(July, 10, 1944 ) bis "Basis for Settlement** have not shown that 
even Gandbiji s endorsement has been able to reconcile the general 
body of politically-minded people in India to this idea of division of 
their country ; it has not added to the number of men and women 
who are prepared to endorse this deal with the leaders of the League. 
For sixteenth months Mr Bajago) ala<:hari has had occasion to discuss 
matters with representatives of various shades of opinion in India to 
remove the political deadlock. We have yet to know that he told 
any one of them of this endorsement by Gandbiji of his offer to 
Mr. Jinnah. This secrecy has not gained him any advantage ; it has 
on the other hand antagonised people who would, perhaps, have 
given it greater consideration if the thing had been done above 
boa^d. This secrecy has created an instinctive repulsion against the 
use of the name of a venerated man for the pursuit of 
a political deal And it has to be recorded with regret that this 
repulsion has been touching Gandhiji’s prestige as an elder statesman 
of India in whose bands the political future of the country could be 
unhesitatingly left. It has long been felt that Gandbiji has ceased 
to be an individual, that he cannot endorse or reject any proposal in 
his individual capacity ; that before he did either of these he is 
expected to take counsel even with his known opponents. In the 
present instance ho did less than this; and when the people’s mind 
was pertarl^d over the outcome of bis "capacity fast'*, and be was 
known to be loss than his normal self, his counter-signatexe was 
given to a plan which the majority in India, not confined to any 
particular soot or community, regarded as a sacrilege, outraging the 
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deepest sentiments of hnndxeds of millions end ns hurting the moot 
intimate of their material interests. 

TheM were the feelings that were at the baok of the Uttemeso 
of the criticism that met the news of Gandhiji's endorsement of tdte 
Bajagopalacb'ari formula. Oandhiji could only plead 
Iliijsji-41anah that he should be trusted not to consciously tolerate 

IrrespentlSlllty injury to any interest In the country. He did not 

try to argue his ease. Did he a>^k Rajaji why should 
he feel that Mr. Jinnah's was the only interest that deserved consi- 
deration in India, who should be the other person, or persons who should be 
called upon to satisfy or could satisfy all the demands of all the 
minority interests — communal, racial, social, economic, liuguistio — that 
have been clamouring for satisfaction from every part of India, from 
many hitherto unheard of corners of the country ? Oandhiji tried to 
simplify the issue by saying that Mr Jinnah's claim for separate 
States in India was identical to riie demand for the partition of 
ancestral property by a brother or brothers How is that brother to 
be treated or is treated in social life who refu*<0B to consider the 
interest of his other brothers, major or minor ? Mr. Jinnah has 
never cared to fit his plan (;f division into the genual scheme that 
concerned all the interests in tbi* country, to reconcile iiis claims with those 
of others. For twenty one dayh from September 9 to Sopiomber 29 ( 1944 ) 
Gandbiji and Mr. Jinnah hold almost daily discuhsions ; they wrote 
letters to each other, snnitnarisirg these, seeking clarification on various 
points. Almost the whole cf ibis correBpt.ndenco has been reprinted 
in book form Nowhere do we find Mr. Jinnah prepared to apply 
his mind to the solution of the complex problems that have grown 
out of his particular claim. He appeared to be unconscious that for 
the satisfaction of bis own claim the map of the whole country will 
have to be re-drawn, that many of the old land-marks will have to 
be erased and many new ont^a put up, that vast exebangos of popu- 
lations will have to be arrang ’d for, vrenching up by the roots many 
traditions round which tb.*- liearts of men and women have woven 
many patterns of r -niinon life. Nowhere did ho show that he was 
over troubled by tiiougiitn of those complications. He appeared to be 
satisfied that ho lutd at long hist an opportunity to press for the 
recognition of the ‘ fundaniontiils” of the Lahore ( 1940 ) lt>solution of 
the Muslim League, , appeared to be satisfied with his role as negotia- 
tor of equal status with Gaiidhiji, appeared to gloat over the fact 
that at tong last circumstances have forced Gandbiji to come to hip bouse 
in a puppliant mood. 

That we are not far wrong in what we have said as to Mr. 
Jinnah's indiilerenco to other interests oxoopt his own, came out 
Qandbi prominently in his reply dated September 17 to a 

challengcfi the letter from Gandbiji s of Scptimber 15. This particular 

“two natlona” letter occupied the central position in the series ; it 

theory focussed all the doubts that assailed bis mind as 

Gandbiji came face to face with the complexities raised by Mr. Jinnah's 
crude presentation of his demands. It is best to reproduce the part of 
it that is most relevant to the issue. 

**Yoii must admit that the Rftohitton ( I^ore ) itself mafcea no reference to 
the 'two iiatiooa’ iheoiy 1 find no parallel in bistorj lor a bodj of eoBverta 
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Md IMr dcfeendaDlf eltiaiiDg to bg • Bation apart from the p$TtDt itrcfc. ]f ladia 
w§B oaa natloo bafoia tba adfeol of lalaan, II aiiiat rfnain obo in spite of ^a ebaaga 
of faith of a?arj largo body of bar ehildreo. 

**Toa aatm to mto iBCiodaocd a bcw test of aationbood. If I accept it I 
wottld lia?a to sttbseriba to aaoy noiaalaiBia aod faaeaB iBaohibla probloBi...,-^.” 

Tho moro doaportant part of tha latter waa that where Gaadhiji 
addreaied 15 qneitioDB to be olarifled with regard to the '"PaUstan" 
elaiin. Number 6 and anb-aeetiona of Number 15 and the rej^ea 
thereto ahowed how Mr* Jinnah did not reeogniie any intereat bnt hia 
own that haa tha right to have a aay in making the ohangaa to 
aatiafy the oonditiona of his demands. 

GmDHui's Qnnnogs 

(6) Are tha oonatltoants in tha two Zones to sonstitnta ^ndapandant Btatas,** 
an midadnad numbar in aaeh Zona T 

(15) (a) Ara tha neopla in tha ragiona falling nndar tha plan 
Gandbljl’a to ba?a any Toioa in tha matter of aaparation and, if ao> how ia it 
qaastlaBo A to ba aaeartabad t 

Mr. Jinnah's (e) There ara many groups of Mnahms who hara eonti- 
rapltas nuously azprassed dissent from tha policy of tha Laagne. Whiie 

I am prepared to aeoept tha preponderating influanee and posi* 
tioB of tba League and bare approached you for that very reason, is it not our joint 
doty to remove their doubts and carry them with us by making them feel that they 
and their supporters hare not been practically dtsen franchised T 

(d) not this lead to placing the resolution of tha League before tha paapla 
of tba Zonae concerned aa a whole for acceptance f 

Mr. Jimitab’b Rbpuib 

(b) No. They will form unite of PMcIstan. 

15 (a) Does not arise by way of claridcatlon. 

(c) Tha Muslim League ia tha only authoritative and reprasantativa organ!- 
aaUon of Muslim India. * 

(d) No. Baa answer (o). 

In hia negotiations with Gbndhiji Mr. Jinnah avoided to present 
a full picture of the country aa it would emerge out of the operation 

prooesa of viviaeotion. Oandhiji also 
sf!!!!tw wi re • diireot^ manner.^ He 

eonplIcalloBs already alarmed with Mr. Jinnah'a ''argument.*' He 

knew and Mr, Jinnah knew also that in the "dream" 
aoheme of Pakistan, in the Muslim "Zonea", there were elements which 
by the definition of the Lahore Besolution oould not be included in it. 
To take a oonorete oase^ that of the Punjab. Exoept in the North and 
Western districts of the Province, there was no '^geographically oonti- 
guouB units" where "the Muslima are in a majority." The same bolds 
good in the cash of Sind. Only in the North-West Frontier Province 
and in Beluohistan ean the "fundamental principles" of the Muslim 
League Besolution be applied. So far as the '^Eastern Zone" is 
ooncerned, the distribution of the population of the Hindu and Muslim 
population, takes away much of the value of the "Eastern Pakistan*' of 
the Lgague enthusiasts. The whole of Burdwan Division and parts of the 
Bajshahi and Presidency Divisions are continuous areas where the Hindus 
are in a majority ; Caloutta is overwhelmingly Hindu. Ezeept the district of 
BylM the Province of Assam is a Hindu majority area. But the 
geo-politioians of the Muslim League make no aeoret of their ambition 
that the Provinces of Bengal and Assam, as these are at present 
oonstituted, should form "TJnita" of Eastern Pakistan. We woidd ba 
doing injustice to Mr. Jinnah’a elevemeas as a politidan if we believed 
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Ttbal h« WM not awm of these diffleultiee. Therefore did he try to 
erade the prolongation of the argument when Oandhiji asked him the 
Qnestion No.^ 6 in the letter dated September 16 (1944). It is to the 
same realization that we trace his refnssl to accept Mr. Rajagopalachari's 
**Basis for Settlement** conveyed to hiip in a letter dated New Delhi, 
April 8. 1944. 


In the Ust volume of the AummI Eigiaier (P. Ill) we reproduced 
this document. For facility of ready reference the readers of this 
study can conveniently turn to P. 199 of the present 


Rs]efopeleeherl 

Icraele 


volume. In clause 6 of this document it is said that **the 
terms will be binding only in the case of transfer 


by Britain of full power and responsibility for 


the governance of India." In persuading Britain io agree to this transfer 


the Muslim League, according to clause 1 of the document, should 
endorse *'the Indian demand for independence and will co-operate with 


the Congress in the formation of a Provisional interim government for 


the transitional period." In clause 2 is so oe found the operative 
part of what is to be done to give **body** to the Muslim League 
Resolution (1940). A Commission will be appointed for 


** Demarcating contiguous districts in the north-west and east of India, 
aberein the Mualim population is in absolute majority (In the League resolutions 
the word used was "majority** unauallfied). In the areas tbua demarcated, a 
plebiacita of all the Inbabitants. held on the basis of adult anlTrage or other 
practicable frauehiee, shall ultimately decide the laaue of separation from 
Hiudusthao ** 


We know from a letter dated April 17 (1944^ written to Mr. 

Jinnah by Mr. Bajagopalachari that the former did not “approve of 
the terms." It appears* that the latter had been 
^Vni^B^iiltaaaiy pressing on the Jjeague leader to personally endorse 
eaSeraeli ^ formula. Mr. Jinnah found himself unable to 

promise anything more than “place" Mr. Bajagopala- 
ohari's formula before the Working Committee of the Muslim league; 
he wrote that he “could not personally take the responsibility of accept- 


ing or niM)ting ifc'*. Tbit .ttitnd. itm in oontrut to Oradhiji', who 
MMfftod th, Baikgoi»luhnri tormaU without oouultaUon with members 
ol the WorUng Committee of wbieh he eleimed to be the **edTiser". 
Thereby be ereeted diffioultiee for himielf end for them eleo. Writing 
et the end of 1946. 'six months efter tbetreleese of the members of 


the nnngwtMi f ytnmitu. , .ftet they beve bed oooeeion to meet in eonoleve 
ones or twice, ne it**" the Gommitteo nor individuel members of it 
here given ihm puUio support to the Bejegopelecberi formule or 
Gendhlji’e of it ; they beve avoided any reference to this 

e^nde. The Press has interpreted it as an nnipoken eritidsm 


or eondemnatioD of this tppeaaement or attempt at appeasement of 
the dMi gvr w ii p ol icy of the MueUm League, it is sicnifioant also that 
Gandhiji has not onoe during these months opened his lips on this 
to^e. He has b wn mainta ining a studied silanes that is signidoant In 
mote aeneea than one. Since the failnio of hie negotiatioae with Mr. 
Jinnah ho ameers to have aeeepted the position that things must bo 
•Uowed to get worse before they ean get better; League crudity apid 
MRownooo most be allowed time to work themselvee out. 
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Now to revert to the eontideratiofi given to the Bajag^ peleobiri 
formula by the leader of the League and his ^-orkiog Committee. 

Thia was done' at a meeting of the Committee held 
OandhlJI writes at Lahore on July 29 (1944). Previous toitGandhiji 
to Jtiinsli had written to Mr. Jinnah on July 17 to meet him 
whenever the latter chose. The letter expressed the 
seusitivenesa of the writer to the developments of politios in India, 
to the evil of the estrangement that the policy of the League has 
been extending over India. The letter was written in Guserati, the 
common mother tongue of Gandhiji and Mr. Jinnah. It and the reply 
to it showed that the former was a sentimentalist and the latter a 
realist. We share Gandhiji 's letter with our readers. 

•Dilkush" 

Brother Jinnah, Panebgani, July 17. 

There was a day when 1 .eould Induee you to speak In the mother tongue, 
I'oday 1 take courage to write to you in the Mioe language. 1 had invited 
you to meet me while I was in jail. I have not written to you since my 
release. But today my heart says that I should write to you. We will meet 
whenever you choose. Don't regard roe aa the enemy of Islam or of the 
Mualims of this country. 1 am the friend and servant of not only yourself but 
of the whole wttrld. Do not disspi^oiiit i^e. 

1 sm enclosing herewi h a trsr.alstion oftnisl 'ter in Urdu. 

Your Brother 
Gandhi 

To this letter Mr. Jinnah replied in language that lacked the 
warmth and cordiality of Gandhiji's letter. The older man should have 
been warned that he was dealing with a customer 
Mr. Jlnnah'e who did not allow sentiment or the memory of old 

reply relations to stand in the way of pressing for his 

pMiod of flesh. This is a new type of leadership to 
whioh we in India must get habituated. Mr. Jinuah’s reply was as follows. 

0. B. "Queen Elizsbetb** 

Dear Mr. Gandhi, Srinagar. Kashmir 

24th July, 1944. 

I reosived your latter dated July IT here on July 22. and I thank you 
for it. 

1 shall be glad to receive you a( roy house in Bombay on my r«turn which 
will probably be about the middle of August. By that time 1 hope that yon 
will havi) rei*ui>ersted your health fully and will ba returning to Bombay. 1 
would Ilka to asy nothing more till we meet, 

1 am vary Dlassed to read in the Press that you are making very good 
progress, aodl hope that you will soon bo all right. 

Your sincerely 
M. A. Jiuiieh 

This letter is a truer reflection of the spirit of Jinnah politics 
than any of the elaborate speeches that the League leader makes to 
his followers either during the annual sessions of t^ 
An eld apteode Muslim League or to the twenty or twenty-two of 
raeaiUd them who meet in their Working Gommitt^ 
The speeches are tirades. The one made at the 29th 

July meeting was a long-drawn caricature of what Gaodbiji had said 

or meant, twisting and misrepresenting him in the pursuit of a policy 
that can but lead to the creatioo of a civil war mind in India. 

Mr* Jinnah referred to Gandhiji • letter of more than a year bacl^ 
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wxitien cm May 4, 1948. A few days previoas Mr. Jinnah, in ooureo of hia 
address ae PrMident of the annual session of the Muslim League, liad twitted 
Gandhiji about so often approaching the Governor-General, Lord Linlith- 
gow, with various requests with so little satisfaction ; he had ashed 
why almld not Gandhiji address a letter to him acknowledging his 
conversion to the idea at the back of the 1940 L'^ague resolution, 
and he almost challenged the Govornmoot to dare withhold such a 
letter. Gandhiji had taken him at his words and Kddr»'8st;d a letter 
which the Government refused to deliver to Mr. Jinnah. When the 
Press had commented on this in rather a sarcastic manner, IV't. Jintiah 
turned round and suggested that Gandhiji s real i>urp:jS9 was to g^jt him 
involved in a quarrel with the Government. In tbo context of 
Gandhiji's Panchgani letter (July 17, 1944 1 there was no necessity to 
recall this episode except to poison the well of inter-communal rcla* ions 
in India. He gloated over the fact that Gandhiji had so often to 
seek interviews with Lord Linlithgow and .Lord Wavoll and to get 
snubbed for the trouble. And when he asked his followers to draw 
lessons from the consideration he had received at the hands of the Ihitish 
bureaucracy, he failed to appreciate its signihcanco. Gandhiji's letter was 
not delivered to Mr. Jinnah but its ‘^substance** was mtide available 
to him. And as it did not show any **cbaDge" in Gandhiji's *‘hviU‘t*', 
Mr« Jinnah refused to visit Gandhiji in bis prison home. 

The same spirit of intransigence marked his criticism of the 
Bajagopalachari formula. He called it as *'u(Tering a shadow and a 

husk, a maimed, mutilated and moth -oaten P..kistan 
and thus trying to pass otf as having mot our Pakistan 
JlBosk'^polities scheme and Muslim demand." llo did not caru to 
subject the formula to analysis in the light of the 
Lahore Resolution. He objected to the pro':sdure of a *'ploI)iscito", 
suggested as it had uo^'mention'* in the Lahore Ri;>olution *, ho characturized 
as ' ridiculous” the proposal of ''demarcating contiguous districts in the 
north-west and east of India", as tbo Lahore Kjsolutiuu had only 
made mention of ''geographically contiguous units ' where the Muslims 
happened to be in majority. When Mr. rV/.luI II uq sponsored tliis 
resolution at the open session of the League at Lahore in Marche 194U, 
its framers evidently had not realized the full in. plications of the pro- 
posal they were putting forward, that goographi ally contiguous units 
may not sweep into the Muslim League State or States areas where 
Hindus or Sikhs happen to predominate, as is the case in the Punjab 
and Sind, or where the Hindus predominate, as is the case in Bengal and 
Assam. They thought, perhaps, that they would be allowed to walk 
away with such areas as those happen to bo included within the present 
boundaries of the Provinces. As these are the creation of British policy or 
want of policy, Mr. Jinnah and his followers believed, perhaps, that 
the British bureaucracy in India would not be prepared to take the 
trouble of plebiscites, but as friends and patrons of tho Muslim Loaguo 
would try to expedite matters by leaving the territorial divisions as theso 
were on the present map. Tho Lahore Resolution did not trouble to 
think or explain how the terrritorial changes Jmplicit in it ^^uld bo 
made to fit in with the condition of other nations or peoples 

{■h.l.H th, country. Tbo criticism to which it bs, been subjected 

8 
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since then, the Bsiagopalsohari formnln that tried to give some sort of o 
shape to it, have distorh^ the oomplaoenoy of the League visionaries. They 
have come to realise that the “principle" on the stren^h of 
which they claim to divide the country may ha used by other ‘‘nations" 
or “peoples" of India for the advance of their particular interests. 
Gaodhiji's letters written to Mr. Jinnah during the September (1944) 
negotiation bropght this realisation home to them. But they ware 
not prepared to aeeept the logic of their own theory of nationalism. 
If “religion" be i>tie only corner-stone of a State, the ‘'religion" or 
“religions" that differed from Islam has and have as much right to 
claim to build up their State or States on the foundation of the 
differences in faith and practice that characterized their life and 
distinguished them from Muslims* The marks and notes of nationalism 
in the name of which tbo Mpslim League proposes to vivisect the 
north-western and north-eastern “Zones" of India have within them 
germs that will dissolve the Punjab and Sind, Bengal and Assam as 
the Provinces are constitutsid today. The Muslim League leaders have 
begun to shy at this prospect. But the forces of disruption and the 
enmities that they have released over India must seek expression in 
further estrangement between neighbours whom every other tie in life 
except religion hind together. The report of the speech, the summary of 
it, that Mr. Jinnah delivered before meml^rs of his Working Oommittee, 
show that he has grown aware of the difficulties in the path of his 
scheme that history and geography, economic relations and common 
life for centuries have set up. This is the signifioance of the language 
of personal abuse and raillery that be used on the occasion that took 
up so large a part of it. Having a bad ease to advance and defend, Mr. 
Jinnah fell to the usual practice of lawyers of abusing his opposite 
number in the leadership of the country* As we have said before, this 
spirit will not win him his case ; this tecl^nique of political war- 
fare can only lay the foundation of warring community life in India. 
Even separate States will not be able to divide the peoples whom 
history have brought together. Mr. Jinnab*s own life history of nationalism 
and cpnimunalism will be an episode which future generations of 
Muslims would contemplate with sorrow as the betrayal of a great 
promise. 

We are certain in our belief that Mr. Mohammed Ali Jinnah is 
what he is in Indian pditios, its spoilt child, because since his youth 
he has been petted and made much of as the rising 
India’s oompu»ito Nationalism, as the bridge 
India of reconciliation between Hindus and Muslims in India, 

as the ambassador of Hindu- Muslim union, as the 
“Muslim Gokhale". This position acquired so easily has made his 
way smooth for political life, Hindu politicians doing everything 
possible to make his way smooth as the fighter against separatist 
feelings and conceits thi^t lurk in his community's heart. This has 
developed in him an arrogance that is uncommon with the Indian 
politician. Since Mr. Jinnah emerged into the leadership of the 
Muslim League . and threw overboard bis earlier political affiUations, he 
has ceased to have to depend on Hindu help for the advancement of 
bis political ambitions* We am prepared to believe that he is 
inoorrnptibia- But. he is ambitaouB* And as “separate eiectoratss' 
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remind him to woo the Maslim ▼otere alone, it beeame eatier for 
him to flower into the moat rabid of Mnalim poUtioians in India of 
raoent times. If the franohiae arrangementa had required that eandi- 
datea to legislative honours and reaponailulitiea would have to approach 
every voter in their ^ oonatituanoy, . irreapeotive of oredal or oolonr 
differentiations, Mr. Jinnah could not have^ afforded to indulge in 
ribaldry at the expense of Hindus and of the Indian National Oongreas 
that he does at present ; the simplest of political instincts would have 
advised him to keep a decanter tongue in the cheek in his referencea 
to the politics and politicians of his neighbouring community* As it 
is, there is no legal hindrance to his being rabid and arrogant, and 
Mr. Jinnah would be less than the politician that he is if he ever 
thought ^ of imposing moral restraint on himself in his political thoughts 
and aotivitiesi His Pakistani demands, good or bad, may from certain 
points of view be regarded as less harmful than the steady stream 
of hatred that he and the members of his organisation have been 
directing against the Hindus and other communities, big or small, 
that are opposed to them ideologically and politically. They do not 
appear to appreciate that for good or for evil the Muslims of India, 
Leaguers or non- Leaguers, will have to live side by side with their 
neighbours of other religious persuasions, and that the evil that they have 
been spreading at present will live after the present frensy of unreason and 
arrogance have died. They appear to forget that the British will not 
always be here to tip the balance in their favour, that their activities 
have been sowing seeds of disruption which will sprout into the 
poison tree under the shadow of which the Hindu and the Muslim 
of India will have to live whether within common boundaries or 
without. 

Human relations are being poisoned in India, a development 
which is of far more ominous significance to the future of India 
than any politics. Distrust of one another's sincerity 
Oath sgslnst is abroad ; no relianoe can be put on the value of 

Mth words, spoken or written. An episc^e during the period 

under discussion threw light on this deterioration in 
manners. Almost simultaneously with the publication of the Baja* 
gopalachari formula there appear^ in the columns of the P/oiiat, 
the Lucknow daily, a statement over the signature of Baja Maheswar 
Daval Seth of Kotra in the United Provinces. The statement revealed 
that sometime in 1942, in September, 1942, Mr. Jinnah had proposed 
certain terms for the settlement of the political deadlock in India. 
He has since repudiated the authenticity of the story told by 
tho Baja Saheb who happened to be holding at the time the position 
of General Secretary of the All- India Hindu Mahasablia. And to the 
Indian public this repudiation make the story a case of an oat4 
against oath. Mr. Jinnah simply contented himself by saying that he 
had authorized no deputy of his in the Muslim League to carry on 
negotiations with Baja Maheswar Dayal SHb, General S^retary of the 
Hindu Mahasabha The Baja Saheb, on the other hand, has given 
such detailed description of the oircnmstances and the occasion of the 
negotiations that his statement was accepted at the time as a true 
version of the affair* Tho only point on which he cottoned lo 
observe eecreey was the naipes of the two “eommon" friends, bott 
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holding important positions in tho Muslim Lei^e organization* Tho 
cause of this retioenco has yet to be explained. Except the two 
'’common** friends none has gained by it — another example of secret 
diplomacy creating more complications than helping to solve existing 
ones. Mr. Bajagopalacbari securing Gand hi ji's endorsement of his formula 
and wooing so unsuccessfully the leader of the Muslim League, and 
keeping the whole thing secret for more than fifteen months, even 
from leaders of public opinion in India who were as anxious as he to 
help remove the obitacles in the way of building of a united front 
against the alien State in India~this was another instance of the 
betrayal of public confidence and trust. 

Since this particular statement appeared in the Press, there have 
boon tho Gandhi-Jinnah nogotigtions — a failure of those. In their 
Raja Mahenwar context Iho statement of Baja Maheswiir Dayal Seth 

Dayiil Seth a has an importance. We, therefore, share it with our 

atatomant readers. Here is it as it appeared in tho Pioneer. 


Tilts prepuHHla made by Mr. 0. Rajagopalachari for a communal settlement with 
the approval of Mahatma Gandhi are none other than those whirh Mr. Jinnsh him- 
self bad proposed, and are in accordance with the famons Pakistan resolution of the 
Muslim League passed at its Lahore session in 1940. 

1 may take tlie public into confidence and state that the Working Committee 
of the A 1. Hindi] MaliAsabha in August, 1942, appointed a Bpecial Committee to 
negotiate with loaders of principal poliiical parties and to mobilise public opinion in 
support of the national demand. 1 was then General Secretary of the Hindu Maha- 
eabha and, on behalf of this Committee carried on negotiations with Mr. Jinnsh, and 
thrniigli the help of a common friend who holds a very important position in the 
Muslim League, the following terms were offered by Mr. Jinnsh for compromise : 

Mr. Jirnah*b Tbrmb 


The leader of Muslim I^esgue endorses the national demand for freedom as 
Hdiiinberaicd in the rcBoliiiion of August 30, 1942, of the Waking Committee of the 
A-1 Hindu Mshssabhu and expresses th«> Ijesgue*B readiness to join other parties to 
fight for and win freedom immediately, provided a settlcrofiit is reached with the 
League guaranteeing certain broad principles. In the event of such a settlrment being 
reached the L<'ngtie will eo-oprrate in the formation of provincial composite 
governments. 

TiicbroHd principles to be agreed to are that after the war: 

(u) A com mission shall be appointed to mark out contiguous areas in the north- 
west and iiorth-CRst of Inain where t!ie Muslim population is in majority. 

(N. B.— Mr. Jinnuh TMrsonsIly told Dr. Shyama Trasad Mookerji, Chairman of 
the f!?|>ecisl CommitU^e, wlieir he met. him in September. 1942, that the majority did 
not actually inenn fil per rent. It should be more, say, r>5 per cent.) 

^ (b) In tlieHo two areas Uicre shall be a universal plebiscite and if the majority 

of the t)Oi)ulation vote in favour of a separate sovereign State such a State shall be 
formt d. 

(c) In the event (if separation Muslims shall not demand any safeguard for the 
Muslim minority in Hindustan. It will he 0 |)eii to the two Jndias to arrange on a 
recipro<‘al basis ssfeuusrds for religions minorities in the rcB|iective States, 

(d) There shall be no corridor betwe^m the two Muslim areas in the north-weat 
and north-east of India hut the two areas shall eoustituto one aovereign State 

(e) Indian Stales shall lie Icitoiit of eonaideration. 

0) A government machinery shall be provided for giving due facilities for 
transfer of population, absolutely on voluntary basis. 

8o it will be seen that there is practically no change In the proposals made b. 
Rajaji. 

Of course, neither I nor tho Hindu Mahasabhs could aeeept these proposals as 
we could not possibly be a party to any proimsals for the viviacciion of the cunntry 
In any shape or form. Hut at the conierenco ludd by Sir Tej Bahadur Baprn at his 
plaiN! at Allahabad in De(»mher, ]{I42, which was attended among others by Mr. 
Kajagopalseharl, I simply read out the terms offered on behalf of the League fox 
p^Uement and 1 gave a copy of it to Mr. itajagoiwlaebari as well who showed U to 
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yruToMiu! **** ^ *“* *" **•”**• W* W» •ppwd to lha 

,, **W*4 to DdW, 00 Match 26, IflIA and I aKain Rot into toaoh witk Mr. 

Jintifth through another commoa friend holding an equally important poaition in the 

w “u* ^ wM unwillinK to aceept iba tomii 

which hohimaeU had offered in September* 1042. 

As Mr. Jionah has denied that he over made any anch offeTi 
one need not subject it to crittcisfh showing where it is identical with 
Oiindiiiii Rajagopalachari formula and where not. Raja 

ably negotiate Maheswar Dayal Seth has said that the Hindu Mahasabha 
on equal termi refused to bo a party to any such disruptfive proposal, 
and this has remained tho position of the organiza- 
tion oven when Gandhiji endorsed it. Wo know tJiat Dr. Syama 

Prasad Mukherjoe, Prosident of the Hindu Mahnsahha, saw Gandhiji 
at Sowagram in his Ai^hram, argued tho matter with him, and failed 
to persuade him that his endorsement of the Rajagopalachari formula 
was harmful to the abiding interests of the people. Gandhiji appears 
to have made it a question of the prompting of the **iQner voice*’ 
which could not be disregarded. Against this there could be no argu- 
ment. The bitterness of controversy, roused by this method of 

solving the political deadlock in tho country is so deplorable that 
oven Gandhiji's leadership has come to he challenged by iucreasing 
numbers of men and women among tho political-mindod people of 
India! Expression has been given to the feeling that Gandhiji is 
handicapped by his ideal and practice of non-violence to be ap^ied 
to afTaii-s of nations : he canuot, therefore, be a safe negotiator with 
a politician that has had no such handicap. Those who remembet 
the whole process of the rising temper of communal Muslim feeling 
in tho country, how from '^separate electorates'’ as a miuority right 
has evolved the separate State demand of the Muslim League* they have 
reason to support their contention that the League leadership has 
been exploiting one concession after another with a viow to satisfy 
their ambitions at tho expense of the interests of the whole of India. In 
ducu a game Gandhiji can bo no match for tho shrewd bargainor who 
is today Presidi-nt of the Muslim Longue. But the evil rffects of 
concession made by Congress leaders do not end hero. Dr. Syiima 
Prasad Mukherjee, prjBiding over the 26th annual session of the All- 
India Hindu Mahasabha held at Bilaspur during the last week of 
December, 1944, expressed the feeling of exasperation of all lovers of 
India when he said that **Gandbiji’8 commitmont, however, remains*' 
to add to the difiSoulties of the future course of events ; Mr. Jionah 

and his League followers will refuse to consider de fwvo the whole 

problem of India's constitutional reqnirements ; they will refuse to let 
go the advantages secured under the Bajagopalacbart formula with 
Gandhiji's endorsement to add strength and plausibility to it. The 
Buddennose with which the news of these commitments was thrust on 
the people has not removed the confosion in their minds, and as the 
year closed a mood of sullen despair appeared to have settled over 
India. Instead of being directed against the seat of the disease which 
was tho policy of the Brhiish Administration, tb#* mind of the people 

appeared to be distracted by suspicion of one another s bona by 

resentment with tho leadership of Nationalist India as represented in 
the Indian National Congress With Gandhiji as its guide and pbiloeo- 
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pfaer. Of conrsei there were pnblie men end pnUioists who never lei 
momentry feilure to loee their eenee of the reality of politioa in 

Indie, of the evil of the induenoe of the ruling bnreencreoy in 

enoouregiDg and spreading* dissensions amongst India's mUlions. Dr, 
Byama Frosad Mnkherjee tried to recall his people to this inescapable 
fact when in course of this speech he exposed the hypocrisy of 

British administrators •calling for a settlement among Indians as a 
pre-condition of their resigning their *'tmst*' in India, 

"Separate electorate based on esste and relision has been the gift of British 
diplomaer in India, Having itself sown seeds of dismption which have, grown now 
Into the moDStrons demand of Pakistan, the British Ooverhment with apparent 
innocence asks for united command front as a condition precedent to foller 
political powera" 

This is the nn-ending argument between India and Britain that can 
have finU written to it only when India attains political freedom and 
Britain facilitates the process by palling down with her 
The mlnerltlee own hands all the obstacles her administrators have 

in India placed in the way. It would ^ be foolish to ignore the 

fact that in the heart of India's society there are ele- 
ments that have nursed separatist conceits and ambitions, seeking for 
opportunities to assert their claims even if this selfishness meant the 
postponement of the arrival of democracy and freedom. The alien State 
has allowed these to live under its patronage to be used for the defence 
of its particular interests and directed against the common interests of 
India* The majority of our politicians and publicists have been content 
to ignore the existence of these disrupting tendencies,; many of them ware 
ignorant of the presence in the minds of their neighbours of thoughts 
and ideas that were detrimental to the general good. The alien admini- 
strators were driven by the law of their being to find out these centres 
of narrowness, to keep watch over these and^ to encourage or discourage 
these as it suited their policy. Ho county in the world can be or are 
free from these dements of disruption ; in the heart of every society 
lurk narrowness of vision, smallness of mind, selfishness of individual or 
group desires and ambitions. It is the duty of the ruling authorities one 
in spirit with the people, one in the conception of interests, to control 
and guide the people, to educate them by precept ai^ practice out of such 
narrownesses. But the State in India ^ as we have it today, being alien to 
the spirit of the people and alien to their interests, has never felt it to be 
its duty to work for the weakening of the elements, of separatism. On 
the other hand, it has done its best and worst to encourage these, to 
let these gather strongth by direct help^ The majority of us appear to 
have had no idea "of their number and variety, and of the many shapes Aey 
assume. And because of this ignorance we are complacent with regard 
to the threat that they hold to the peace of the country and to its progress, 
in our ignoranace we think that as these are minorities, their claims should 
be met as these are met in other countries This done, wg dismiss the 
diffioulties created by . them as due either to some original sin in our 
society or to the policy of the State. We have a certain feeling that 
if we bad cared to devote attention to the problem as its importance 
deserved we would have been starlbd to find that minorities are so many 
in India and their claims are so contradictory that when we have done 
separately with each cne of them, hardly an India remaino. In the 
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.Mifniih of hii hoort Gondhiji had onoe written of ihie peeuliar phtt»o- 
in the pages of his weekly, the Harijan. The article was entitled 
— «ie Fiotion of Majority". A small extract from it will illustrate the 
pomt He asked — 


“And who m the minorities ? They eie rsHuious. politioel. end cooisl ; thus 
MomIo^ (Khgioui) ; Depressed CIssses (social); Libmis (potitiesi): Friacies 
rsMial), Brshmms (social); Non.Brahniiais (eocisl); UnKsyatai social); Bikhs (social T) ; 

Osttolios (relixiotte): Jains (social f) ; &miiidars 
^htocal T). I bays a letter from the Becietary of the All-India Bhia Oonfeieaes 

imstennc ltieir claim for separate existence 1 have drawn no fanciful picture of 

the minwitiee. It is true to life. The Gonercss has bmn oblix^ to £al witt eyery 
MS of ^e groups 1 bays mentioned. My Har is not exbaustiye. It is illustraUfe. 
;it can be increased ad 

Gandhiji had at one time regarded claims made by the Muslim 
Irnague and the vivisection of the country that these would lead to as 
**sin'*. The gathering momentum of communal frensy 
The position in appears to have worked a change in his opinion in this 
the Pimiab matter. Otherwise ha could not have endorsed the Raja- 
gopalachari formula. But this has not brought agree- 
ment in the country. The Hindu Mahasabha and institutions with 
kindred purpose have beoa hitter in eritieism ; more so are the many 
lorganisatione amongst the Sikhs. An all- Party Hindu Oonfereuos was 
held at Lahore on August 13. 1944. All shades of political opinion 
jamongst the Hindus of the Punjab were represented at it. The proceed- 
ings of the , Conference appear to suggest that* the partioipaote did not 
trouble themselves about the principle or principles involved in the 
issues raised by the Muslim League demands. They were concerned with 
l^e shape of thii^s to be in the area that is known today as the 
Punjab. Lala Brij Lai, Secretary of the Hindu Vigilant Board, gave a 
ittoture of it at this Conference. In terms of economic life the ^vision 
k)f the Province on the basis of religion con be understood when we 
realise that 17 districts will have a Muslim majority, 19 a Hindu-Sikh 
Majority. More of the canal irrigated land would pass into the former. 
The total of such land was 1,14,57,098 acres: the- 17 districts contain 
m, 80|746 acres ; only 25 25/)52 remaining for the 12- distriets in eastern 
Punjab. The whole of the Multan and Rawalpindi Divisions and the 
Lahore Division except the district of Amritsar will go into the scheme 
bf the DOW State. On the basis of population the picture will be as 
lollowB : Of the total population of the PnnjalH->2,84,18,Bl9 — 1,62. 17.942 
are Muslims. 84,44,176 are Hindus and 87,57,401 Sikhs. In the 17 distriets. 
1,28.63.669 will be Muslims, 28,23,276 will be Hindus; and 16,83.953 
^hs ; in the 12 districts 56,20,800 will be Hindus, 38,53.598 will be 
Muslims and 20,73.546 will be Sikhs. 

These figures show that the position of the Sikhs bsoomas worse 
nnder the Jinnah scheme of partition. They are a minority in the 17 
districts; they will be a minority in the 12 distriets 
The 8lkh Revolt also. This bifurcation of their strength by the Jinnah 
scheme or by the Bajagopalachari formula is a possibility 
against which almost all sections of the Sikh community have risen in 
luvoH. In the AU-Parties Sikh ConffTonce held at AmriUar on Angnet 92. 
1945t their opposition was voiced forth in no nnjMrtaio language* flardar 
ifohan Singh. Jathedar of Akbal Takhat Sahib, the most antboritotivn'* 
^ ^ life amongel the Sikhs fiEnm wlwra 'prdoia'* 
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eonld be ieiiiei ie tbem« pceiided ever tiM Oonlareiiee. The firrt reeoliilioii 
eoDdenMieA the Beiiigopelaeluud lom\Atk end ito eDdorsemeiit by Qendhiji, 
By Another reBoietioD»the demend for a Sikh State with Amritear, their holy 
eity as Its capital, to ^ oarved out in the oenke of the Punjab was put 
forth, if the Jinnah scheme of a separate Muslim State or States were con- 
eeM. The Oentra} Akali Dal, an organization that under the leadersfai|i 
of &ba Eharak Singh was invariably opposed to the Akali Party 
Master Tara Singh which had organised the Amritsar Conference, was no 
less agsinst the Bajagopalaehari formula, and at a Conferenee hold afc 
Lahore it determined to oppose the Jinnah plan. A conference of the Sikli 
Communist Party hdd about a month later at Lahore expressed confi-^ 
denoe in Gandhi jt*B leadership in his attempts to solve th«» 
Hhidn-Muslim differences. But their, being a party in the formative stage 
did not appear to have had any weight in their community’s counsel 
And the Sikh position appeared to be ooq of bitterness by what may 
be characterized as betrayal by Oandhiji just as more than three yeare 
ago. during Sir Stafford Cripps* Mission ( March-April, 1942), they ha^^ 
felt towards British policy. In course of a ’‘Draft Declaration" issued ir 
the name of a Sikh All-Parties Committee the feeling of outrage to moral 
prestige and injury to material interests had been expressed in the following 
words : 


*'Ev«r since the British advent our community has fought lor England 
every battle-field of the Empire end thie Is our reward that our position in th*» 
Punjab which England promised to hold in trust, and In which we occupied S 
predominant position, hss been finally liquidated.’* 


Gsndhiji's aooeptanoe of Mr. Jinnah’s demand for the division cfi 
the country to accommodate bis State or States where the Muslim«i 
would be in a majority has revived in their mindw 
T5rVi*****i*tiir* ^ separate State for the Sikhfs. 

^Pujah Stafford Cripps they were reported to bav^ 

presented a scheme for the division or redistribution of 
the Punjab districts with a view to make it possible for thorn to havi^ 
their desire fulfilled and their fears removed. In that schome thoy recalled 
the present generation to the fact that “the Punjab proper extended 
up to the banks of the Jhelum’*, that it was Maharaja Banjit Singh thah 
added the trans-Jhelum area, the districts of Jhaog and Multan, whiob 
by their heavy concentration of Muslim population contributed towardfi 
making the Muslims the majority community that they are today iti 
the Punjab. This history of a hundred years back appears to suggesti 
that in the Sikh scheme the two districts would have no place in the 
Punjab of the future* To fully understand the trend of their mind, 
the following from their memorandum to Sir Stafford Cripps is reveal- 
ing. It shows that as a reaction to Mr. Jinnah’s disruptionist tactics 
tlm Sikh could go one batter. They were for a State in India, India, 
one, whole and indivisible. But if Mr* Jinnah is allowed to have hia 
way, the PaniK the Sikh religious-nation, must bo secure in the 
possession of its own State. Something more they propose in their 
Memorandum. With the elimination of the Jhang and Multan districtij 
from the Punjab the Mnslim position in. the Province from the Jhelum tq 
Delhi would be that of a minority. Muslims 82,88,000 ; Sikhs, Hindua 


and others— 98.48,000. From the boundary of Dellii to the river Bavi, 
tha position ^ouldbetbe samo. Muslims— 46.05,000; Sikhs, Hindus ai|)a 
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okhflKr-76,46,00a If the population of the Sikh Statoi of Patiala, 
Mabha« Jhind, Eaponhala and Fuddkote— 96,00,000— are added to theee 
the ratio of the Mnslim population it further reduoed.they being only 
90 per cent in these States. 

The facts stated aboTe and thedahna built thereon by the Sikh leaders 
would require the re-drawing of 4he map not only of the Punjab but 
of every Province in India. To persuade the people 
to accept such a major operation in the body poHtio, 
ora logie the Muslim League politicians have neither the vision 
nor the sense of reality. They expect to be idlowed 
to walk away with areas that have a majority of Hindus and Sikhs as 
the case may be on the plea that in the British-constituted Provinces there 
are some where they hapiien to be in a majority. They pretend not 
to understand that as they do not desire to be in a Federal State 
where the Muslims will happen to bo in a minority, so may Hindus, 
Sikhs and others object to live in a State or States where the Muslims 
will happen to be in a majority. They have no reasoned reply^ to this 
contention of the Sikhs and Hindus in the Punjab, of the Hindus in 
Bengal, of the 27 to 30 per cent of the Hindus in Sind. This 
particular scheme has proved that the difl&culties inherent in the consti- 
tution of States in India on the basis of religion opens out possi- 
bilities of division of the country that oven the Muslim League 
enthusiasts have begun to jibe at. This is the reason why Mr. Jinnah 
tried to dismiss the Rajagopalaohari formula as a caricature of their 
Lahore resolution. Evidently the League leaders and their immediate 
followers were not prepared that vast areas should be token ^t of 
the Punjab and Bengal leaving their ’Pakistan” States m the Iwth- 
'Westem and North-Eastern “Zones” of India such trancated anain. 
They appeared to have got more perturbed as the various schools of thought 
and political parties began to analyse the imputations of the League 
resolution. 

Of those the Communist Party in India appear to have tried to 
build up a scheme inspired by the example and experiences of the 
Bolshevik Party of Bussia whose leaders captured political 
CommaaUt power in the country and organized the Union of Soviet 

sotatloii Socialist Kepublics. U. B. B. R.. as it is more poimlarly 

known. The doctrine of nationality was defined and 
amplified, and each unit, of the many 

tonomy. although those were inhabiting the Union irom the Balbo Bea to 

Europe and the whole of the northern half of Asia. A geography of 
the Soviet Union can give us the following information. 

••Tiidi TI R 8 K first came to consist of seven Constitue^ 

tto EepnbHe. *«» other dlrldoofc Antommiow 

AMMaad' National Dhtriota.” 

This auotation does not, however, indioato tho ^ 

prffh ta". that the Soviet Union ba, attempted to eolve. The Soviet expeii* 
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meat being only erf % period of about 80 yeare, wa ean 
Sarlel tJatoa and only hope that it has solved for as long a time as is 

He aiperleiiee humanly possible the intraotable problems raised by 

diyersities of race, oolonr, religion, cnltnre and economio 
ineqnalities — the few mental and material explosives that have been dis- 
mpting and re-making hnman soriety rince immemorial times. We snm- 
mariise from an article by an Indian anthor, Dr. Badha Knmnd Mnkherjee, 
Head erf the Department of History in the University ~ of Lnoknow. the 
relevant faots and ideas of this experiment which will enable onr readers to 
get a background of their own problem as it has been disturbing all their 
conoeprions of democracy and the norois and forms of State life. The U. B. 
8. B. has began its life with the declaration which in the words of the 
present leader of the Oommunist Party in Bussia, M..8talin, may be eipressed 
as : “The Soviet State is a multi-national State.” It comprised a popula- 
tion that was nearer 800 millions than 170 ; it has 180 different nationalities, 
167 languages, 11 National Bepublics and 82 Autonomous Bepublios. The 
Uxdoou ^ Federation, that we have at present has grown by degrees and 
stages into its “present status as an integral State”, beginning with 
“eleven National Bepublics” called the “Oonstituent Union Bepublios.” 
These came together as “Sovereign States with the lull rights of sovereign- 
ty retained by each jealously and intact** — including the important right 
toseoede. This right is not, however, allowed as “a general right'* to the 
other States of the Union. It is not grsiiided to any of the 22 Antonomous 
Bepublios nor to any of ^ nnmeroas other antonomems formations"" 
Provinces, National Girevdts, National Dittriots and other racial groups. 
Bven as regards this right Dr. Mukherjee quoted from Stalin's address 
on the new Soviet constitution made on November 14, 1986, indicating 
the limiting factors. The following excerpts are relevant to the issue with 
which our minds are being troubled since the Lahore resolution of the 
Muslim League (1940) and the Declaration of the Ohurchill Government 
made through Sir Stafford Oripps in March, 1942, 


* «...there is not e siogle BepnbUe In the U. 8. B. B. that wants toseoede 

from tin U. 8. 8. B.’* 

** none of onr BepnUlos wonid eetnallj mioe the question of seoedfng 

from the U. 6. 8. B.......*' 

Ibrticular arcae **are ourronnded on all sides by 8o?iet Bepnblloe and Begions ; 
they have nowhere to go if they oeosde fioia the U. 8. 8. B.*^ 

".^......the nationality whioh glvee name to a riven Soriet Bepnblie most eon. 

eatote a more or lem eompaet majority wltidn that Bepnblie** to be able to assert the 
fight to eeoedO- 

Bq)aUie mut hart not loo ibmU • fopidatioii beeooN it wonid bo 
wnnw to uoamo tMt a tmall 8o?iat Bopoblie with a mj amall popnlathm and a 
aBallaraiy oan bo|M to maintain an iadapandont Btata-oiiitanea........." 

Thia tealiakio appioMh to MbomaoT oono^oitioo inharail in tl»aii» 
Lahon noolotioD, tho Laagoo loadon have aomr ahown any inolination 
to follow and prolll by. Dr. ICnkhaijoo qooloa fiomSli^’a 
■atortait ^bm a- g;atnf (Bkng^ an o ln ddatioa of ‘‘thina groiwa of 
— dronmalanoaa wUok lante tho amalganutlba of tho* 
Soviot BapahHoaiittoa aiai^ oonfadamto Blato iaovitaUa.** 
n ia a long quotation, but ita impatanoa d a n at r oa ita M.piiat. 

tho amtenaaon of aaoaoitie manmoNmaiainic at the diatolaT it 
BapnhUo altar yaanoTwar oUigoa na to oomHBe thooo mcagte nooniem 

*”*'*'? doloiminod astanl dirioion of laboni, dt. 


awaoo....n..*i 
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****!5“i®*. **??!• ^ wrioM Btgioat ud SapnbllM ol wr lUtnttn* 

eumoi D6 ignomi, 

"F« inrt^ North mppitodtha Sooth ud But with tartitaii tho SoMlh 
ud But npplji^ N<^ withootin, fool ud u forth. Tho dMotoo of lohooz 
Ihoo fsteUMiad botvM the taclui ouqot be olbdutad bj o 
flttokaof.the pu: it Im bou eiutad hiotorioallp bo tho 


m 


■yitoiD. It goM without tuying th«t tho meouo 

o diTid^ State in the hende ofi end eubordineta tab the intareite ol the lodi?idoel 
Bepubhoe ; for thet would eon?ert the mein nerTo of economio life— Treneport— into 
e eouglomeretlon of eepereteMrti utilised without legerd to e plen. Thie elreum- 
^oe elMinduoM the Bepubliee to fe?our enelgemetion into e tingle Stale. 
Flnelly there it the sMegceneet of our flnenoiel xetomeet. 

These quotations Indioate the material oautet that haye loroed 
Soviet leadership to build up a eentrahaed State over an area that oovers 
almost half of Emm-Asia. But men and 
''Cultnrel entonomy women do not live by bread alone. They reqnire 

of eommunltiee mental food that is supplied by inherited traditions* 

vital matters that faD under one or other of the 
categories— iiaoe. Beligion and Language. In the Soviet State the men 
and women of the many raoes and oreads* speaking 167 different languages* 
find satisfaction and self-respeot under the s^me of *^he Oaltnial 
Autonomy of Oommunities'** to use 8talta*i expressive words. Itseeuieeto 
them 


''Cultunl antoiiomy 
of eommunltiee 


** their .retire Sehoole, Oourta, Administratlen end Government bodlee 

recruited principally from embog the native peoplee. Boob an autonomy is inoon- 
ctfiveble without the wideapreed orgenieetlon of local eehoola, without ^o ereetloo of 
oourta, admioietrelive bodice, organs of Government etOH reornitad from smong 
people acqueintad with the life end language of the populetioo. But to ooodnot the 
eehoola, the oourta, the edmioiatretion end organa of Government in the netive 
Un(Ku^e mesne precisely putting Soviet sntooomy into prnotioo.**— (Stalin’s Aamj/* 

Stalin’s prssentation of the case, as in the above extract* has lo 
bo filled up with more intimate details. Dr. Mukherjee supplios these 
niuatrstlnf this follows : Every oommunity will ba enlitlsd to the 
''aetonemy” lor preservation and promotion of those manners* customs 

the aolntion of or person^ laws which give expression to its raoial 

Indta’e problem individuality. Similarly, it goes without saying that 

every community will be free to cultivate and foster ite own languege 
and mother tongue which must be used as the medium of instruction for its 
obildren. The retigious protection of a oommunity is an established right 
in every mviliaed state. The problem of religious protection is not eon- 
fined to communities. It is as muoh needed within a oommunity by ite 
different eeote. The larger a oommunity the greater will be ite internal 
diffenmoeB in regard to religione views, giving rise to different eebools of 
doetiinee and eeote* based on different praotioes ealliog for their protest- 
ion. The Muslim League brief would have bad a more respondve 
hearing if it had bean prepared with an eye to the totality of Indian lib 
by many differenoee and divereitiee that have got to be 
tteonoiled by reepeot and oonsideiation ahown to every om of tbeae. Aa 
it is. the is being treated to an exUbition of nanowneesia 
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ibe IiMgae d0m»iid, imix>iicmi6d with how U con befit into Ibo genend 
loheme ofthingi. The Oomninnict Forty of Indio hoe not olco tried 
to show o woy in thic line. It hoe oontented itself with piopegondising 
its slogon — Oongress ond Letgua Unite — with o riew to pr eee nt ing o 
nnited front' ogoinst British imperiolism. It has asked the OongnMS 
to recognise that ''Pakistan" represents the freedom urge of the Indian 
Mualims ; it appears to be dimly aware that there are innumerable 
oommanities. elasses« tribes^ and groups in India's oontinental space that 
are disturbed by the same "urge", and that they have ,been trying to give 
voice to it and will in the fullness of time do so in as full-tbrooM a manner 
as the Muslims have been afforded the opportunity by British policy* The 
Party has not indicated how these units will be held together if the Muslim 
League is to have its way. 

British administrators may appear to feel that one^dissident voice 
has been enough to halt India's progress towards the Ml development 
of democratic freedom in India. The more narrow**visioned among them 
may rest satisfied with this work. But the more far-seeing have seen 
to it that there should be other dissidents kept in reserve to be thrust into 
view as occasion required. We have quoted from Gandhiji's article the 
number and nature of the minority interests that are clamant lor 
recognition as separate and autonomous units in India's social and 
constitutional* system. The list is illustrative as Qandhiji has said ; 

^ make it exhaustive a few hundred names will 
® making a jig-saw maae of 

responsibility fhe Indian scene. British administrators, so far as we 
can understand their policy, are not prepared to take 
a hand in the solving of this difficult problem of inter-communal or inter- 
group relations in India. This attitude shows that they have remained 
both in spirit and in action alien to India; by making the "commu- 
nal problem" a concern of the subject population alone to wrangle about 
and fight around in which they proposed to maintain an aloof atti- 
tude of insincere disinterestedness, they but add to the bitterness of the 
controversy between India and Britain, strengthening the suspicion of 
their bonafide in Indian affairs and making it as wide as the whole 
country. Even after six months of Gandhiji’s persuasion. Lord Wavell 
has not found it possible to play a more helpful hand than his 
predecessor in office. In bis letter dated August 15, 1944, His Excellency 
repeated the Linlithgow apologia, the same insistence on conditions that 
would ' ensure the fulfilment of their (the Government's) duty to safe- 
guard the interests of the racial and religious minorities and the 
depressed classes and their treaty obligations to the Indian States.'* 
Any "transitional Government to succeed must be preceded by "agree- 
ment in principle.' 

"between Hindus and Mutlims and all important elaments as to the method by 
whieh the new constitution aliould be framed. The agreement is a matter far Indiane 
thamaelvee. {Jtaliee oure). Until the Indian leaders can come closer together than 
they are now. I doubt if I myeelf can do anything to help. Let me remind you that 
minority piobleme are not easy. They are real and can be eoived only by mutual 
eompeomiee and tolerance.^ 

One can start a controversy by asking the question — ^apart fri>m the 
natural differences that divide dass and community in every oountry 
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CftiimiM it in Ae m than do in ladii. hit sol. SMI 

policy in Lidii hid ■omethiog lo do to irrilito Ihoia 
^ ihipes, to miko tboso istnotiblo to bomiii 

ttipMMMi Muon at theio appear to haye done in India? Ae 
we do not expeet Britiib adminieiratore to own up thdr reeponeibOity 
in the matter and repent of it» we do not piopoie to follow it farther 
in the preatnt etady. We baye leen bow Indian pnblio men« 
Gandbiii and Ifr. Baiagopalaobari fbr inatanoe, haye tried to atraighten 
out the tangle twiatad eyer more by Britiah polioy ; we haye aeen 
how the Gommuniat Party of India haye pli^ their 'prentioe handa 
in it, drawing inapiration from the example pf their apiritnal home, 
the Union of Soyiet Sooialiat Bepnblioa. Their aooeptanoe erf the 
Moalim League brief doea not appear to haye in any way eoftened 
the rigidity of the attitude of that organisation. The * Boheduled 
Oaatea" of India, organized in the AU-India Depreaaed Caatea Federation, 
under the leaderahip of Dr. Bhim Bao Ambedkar, a member of 
Lord Wayell'a Exeoutiye Council, haye not been more helpful than 
imitating the heroioa of the League leadera, hurling the thundera that 
haye a familiar ring to ua. We fully recognise that theae caatea and 
tribea have reason on their side when they rebel against the apoial 
diaabilitiea of which they have been victims at the hands of Hindu 
society. We do not know that the State in India now or before has 
ever tried to take this injustice by the neck and wring the life out 
of it. Following other ideas of the duties and functiona of the State, 
it bad left to society to solve ^ problems like what we know today 
ae untouchability and other kindred injusticea to be found in Hindu, 
Muslim and Christian communities in India. Saints and sages in 
different parts of India have striven to point out ways through the 
help of spiritual ministration. But they have not been able to break 
through the ideals of social conduct based on the belief in Karma, 
Kismet or pre-destination. And more than sixty or seventy millions are 
there in India who are socially degraded and economically poor. Every 
community, Hindu, Muslim and Christians, have these outcastes in 
their midst. The Hindus being in the majority have their story of 
social degradation more blazoned forth than of their neighbouring 
communities. Social reformers since Bam Mobun Boy to Mahatma 
Gandhi have been breaking their beads against the walls that Hindu 
society has raised between man and man, between class and clan, 
and tribe and tribe. Bebels like Dr. Ambedkar have rung this shame 
throughout the world. During the last decade or so we have been 
hearing of Momins and Ansars in Muslim society who have grievances 
against their higher classes as deeply felt as any that have been 
uttered by “Scheduled castes*’ leaders. Hindu md Muslim “outcastes" 
have begun to assert their claims to recognition in any scheme of 
political reconstruction that may be undertaken in the country. They 
have come to feel that in the modern world, saintly life and sage 
advice do not influence the seat of authority which has departed from 
society to the State, that it is organized classes or parties that can 
bend the ruling classes to recognize and reform injustices, social, 
economic and political. This is the meaning of the words that Dr. 

uttered when he was addressing his party members of 
Madras on September 24, 1944. It was daring this tour that bg 
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bba&Migri the enthority of the Tedai. of the Upeniehindi, of the Oite 
to £bt;fte ^ides to human ooodnot ; in epeeehea niade Aving thie 
toim; ^ ^hUlenged the wisdom of social legislators like Mann whose 
fiotfw' ^as held responsible for the degradation and shame of miffi onf 
of men and won^n who have had the misfortune of bdng bom in 
fiindu society. And it was at this particular meeting that Dr. 
Ambedkar laid down the platform of his party, claiming a place in 
the inheritance of Swaraj, a share in the ''sovereign power" that 
appeared to be slipping from British hands. 

I should like to serves notice upon them that the Swaraj Governmeat 

mutt be a Ooveromeiiit iu which the Hlodut, the Mutlims and the Soheluled ^ttes 
will be heirs to sovereign power.........** 

** We shall never allow a Swaraj Government to come into exiatenee in 

which we have no place, in which we have no power. We shall do anything to 
achieve this object. There will be no limit to our saerifice. There will be no limit 
io the sanctions that we may uie. *lhe constitution mutt be a tripartite eonetitution, 
a oontiitution in which the Hindus, the Scheduled Castes and the Muelims will have 

S ual place and equal authority. If you want freedom you have to accept these terms. 

you don't accept these terms, you will not get your freedom. If yon don't get 
freedom the blame will be entirely on your shoulders not on ours. Make no mistake 
about this." 


Those who for years have had experience of Jinnah politico do 
not find anything new in the spirit of these words. They have 
a certain feeling that these brave words would have 
llen*Party Leaders* no application on the people who have in their hands 
Oonterenee the reins of politioid power over India. Dr. Ambedkar 
has shown that it is easier to bargain with the 
Indian than with the Britisher. Therefore he and his predecessor in 
parochial politics, Mr. Mahommed AH Jinnah, cannot be expected to 
take part in the struggle for Swaraj; their names will live in history 
as unconscious instruments of the imperialist policy that thrives on 
disunity in India. Their strength being derived from British encour- 
agement in its initial stages, they oan only play the part of obs- 
tructionists. During the months under review they have shown that 
they have no more helpful a part to play than this. And between 
British policy of anxious helplessness as exposed by Lord Wavell, and 
the intransigence of Mr. Jinnah and Dr. Ambedkar, they have managed 
to produce a deadlock in Indian politics out of which there appears 
to be no way. Like drowning men catching at any straw the Non- 
Party Leaders’ Conference leapt forward to ease the situation. Its 
Standing Committee decided to appoint a Committee "to suggest a 
solution of the communal and political problems" in India. The 
"basic conception" of the Committee was to lift the discussion of 
these problems from ''the partisan level tp the scientific and judicial 
level." The Bt. Hon’ble Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru is President of this 
organisation, and he was authorized to appoint members of the 
Committee and announce their names in doe course. At a Press 
Conference (November 19, 1944) he described 'the genesis of this idea 
of his and how it had secured from Gandhiji promise of oo-operation. 
As the result proved, this consultation with the latter led to Mr. 
Jinnah and Dr. Ambeokar non-co-operating with the Committee's work. 
The former appears to have been ruiHed by the fact that Sir Tej 
Bahadur Sapru had not cared to share his idea with the League leader 
iVt the time that he had dona with Gandhiji ; this discrimination ^ 
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reiaiiMt uid, tbmtoro, did he rafale lo oD-operale in «sy wny with the 
Ck>mmittee let up by the Non-Perty Leedere* Oonfevenee ; he ippeimd to 
trait it M l oonspirMy hitched by the oppooente of his politics in the gniee 
of impirtiility. Sir Tej ippeired to hira bedn prepired for some snoh 
deyelopmeDt The Hindu Mibuibhi ilso noD-oo*operited» is well m 
the Scheduled Oistes* FederiUon. Still did he go iheid *with his 
plin, ind enlisted the serrioos of jurists, economists, men of pricticil 
iffiirs who were not bound by iny pirty ifiBliition* He worked in 
tbe belief thit is the Oommittee would try to uoderstind the views 
of eicb pirty, and '‘act as a sort of Conciliation Board by establishing 
contact with all parties." the result could not be one-sided. The 
Oommittee would be recommending i solution that it thought *^good.*' 
Gindhiji had advised him that the members of the Oommittee should not 
belong to any political party or should not be persons who had committed 
themselves to any particular views since the failure of his talks with 
Mr. Jinuah. The constitution of the Committee since announced hM 
tried to ful61 as far as possible this particular condition. 

The Standing Oommittee of the Non-Party Leaders' Conference 
did also try to foouss public attention on tbe ways in which the 
i ^11 • British Government have shown its satisfaction with 

^•oinraitlon ** existing deadlock in the country. Its war 

to Gownmont activities were going ohead with the exploitation dl India's 
resources ; vast financial commitments were being made 
without submitting these to the scrutiny of the legislature ; important 
decisions were being made with regard to recruitment to the Indian 
Oivit Service and the Indian Police Service; military offioers were being 
employed to many civilian posts thus introducing a new spirit and 
technique into the administration of tbe country. In this statement 
issued on December 8 (1944) they made a special appeal to members 
of the Legislatures in the Sec. 93 Provinces where Governors ruled 
with the Lolp of *' Advisers"— the United Provinces, Bihar, Orissa, 
Central Provinces A Berar, Madras, and Bombay— to raeume their 
duties and thus put a stop to tbe "irresponsible and autooratio rule 
of Govemom." This they can do by helping to constitute "composite 
ministries wherever possible''. If the majority parties in tbe Assemblies 
felt disinclined to form Ministries, they should observe ^benevolent 
neutrality if minority parties could coalesce and form "temporary 
exp^ent" Ministries. We do not understand what good these 
Ministriee could have done to the people: they could have' only 
supplied a facade of respectability to the irresponsible authority exercised 
by the Governor and the permanent officialdom. They would have 
enabled Mr. Leopold Amery to propagandise tbe pretence that there 
were *Wf-governing" administrations in the Provinces of Indian 
Bengal had a Ministry when famine struck the people, and 
this Ministry could not do anything more than serve m a e^n isi 
tbe doings^ the bureaucracy who in fa^ tbo^h » hw h^- 
the rains of power. With this criticism we leave this epn^ Neitlitf 
Lord Wavdl nor the majority parties in the Asramhlieii the 
Provinces named above could accept the suggestion of the Oooisraooe 
of Non* Party Leaders. 

The failure of this intervention on behalf Indo-lfehish amity Oy 
men who belonged to none of the political parties in India, .fnevi 
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hftTe helped British edministration and have 
recognized as oonstitntiDg centres of stability and 
sobriety in the country^ the failoie of their interven* 
iion high-lighted the deep difference that divided the two 
oonntries. The only ezoose that the British Government conld offer 
was that in the midst of a war of snrvivsl they conld not think of 
distracting their attention and energies to a political controversy in 
which the real contestants were the different elements that made np 
the Didian popuMon. This excuse the British administrators appeared 
to have raised into a rationalized policy, which they have succeeded 
in making acceptable to world opinion, specially to the opinion of the 
politically-minded people of the United States. They have cleverly 

need their racial and cultural aflSnities with the great republic to put 
across this story of Indian disunity and make it the justification for 
the continuance of their irresponsihle rule over India. That this 
propaganda is taken with the proverbial pinch of salt by American 
men and women who are in a position to judge matters in the light 
of special knosrledge became evident by the controversy raised by the 
Phillips episode. The outburst of feeling occasioned by it makes 
interesting reading, though owing to the Press censorship the Indian 
public did not know of the details of the affair. 

Prom what appears in the present volume of the AnntuH R^giat^r 
(P.P. 271-'80) we can piece together the story. Drew Pearson, an 

American publicist, has made a name for himself 
The Johnson ^ news-hound who can scent out the most well' pre- 

served of State secrets. On the 6th. July, 1944, appeared 
in the columns of the New York Daily Mirror in its 
‘'syndicated column*’ entitled "Washington Meri^y Go Bound" diclosures 
of the causes of the '"recall" of Mr. WiSiam Phillips, special political 
adviser to General Eisenhower, Supreme Commander of the Anglo- 
American forces invading Europe. Drew Pearson suggested 
that Mr. Phillips had offended the British official world by 

criticism of British policy in India in course of a letter to 

President Boosevelt while he was acting as his Special Bepresentative 
to New Delhi. He is reported to have written this partic^ar in the 
spring of 1943, sometime in the middle of May, 1943. To understand 
the significance of this letter, a little background history has to he 
related of American intervention in Indian affairs. Since the United 
States got entangled into the war started by Japan, and India became 
an arseniJ of the Anglo-American forces and a base of operations 
against Japan, the Government and the people of the United States 
have got interested in Indian affairs ; Indian politics as it reacted to British 
policy and to various international developments.^ became a subject of 
deep concern to them. It became necessary for' them to get authen- 
tic pictures ol the Indian scene, authentic reports of Indian news isnd views. 
!l^e Grady Mission in the early months of 1942 was sent to go 
through a check-up of the possibilities of the industries of India to 
serve as the arsenal of the Allied cause in the nght against Japan. 
The political head of the Mission was Oolonel Louis Johnson, President 
Boosevelt’s first Speciai Bepresentative to New Delhi. He was drawn 
right into the middle of the Oripps negotiations when these were being 
wzedBsd by the military bureaucracy in India unwilling to introduce 


epliode of 
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Xqdiui paMo qmh into the mytteriis of their profaerioii« Ooloael 
JohneoD trW to haild a bridge between the powent«thal*be and the 
diitroelfol Indian politician. For taUng thie tronble he wae lotoed to 
peek np and go. eTidently at the direeUon of hie Chief, the Preeidenl 
of the United Btatee pi America, who could not like the idea d 
mhUng the Britieh imperialiet the wrong tray. He Tanlehed from 
India ae quickly ae he had come, and we hare been widting to hare 
the Johneon rereion of the Grippe mieeion" with which he threatened 
the New Delhi bureauorate. civil and military. 

Six or eeven monthe after when the Aognet (194S) Mtoremone 
had been ruthleeely euppreeeed and India wae **qniet*'. Preeident 
~ ^ftopeevelt eent a man of different calibre and temper. 

^ career didomat**. ae hie Pereonal Bepreeentative to 
PcimmI Delhi. He wae Mr. William Phillipe, who had 

EcfrceeBtatlre been U. S. A. ambaeeador to Italy. He wae almoet 
an Bngliebman to the tnanner bom. He wae about idx monthe in 
India during which he made it hie bueineee to oontact every leader 
of life in India— public men. publiiuete, induetrialiete. finandere. eoldiere. 
adminietratore. and the rulere of Indian Statee. Tbie enabled him to 
clarify hie own ideae about the eetUement of the Indian problem. 
He muet have eent many an epietle on the eubjeci to the I^eeident. 
one of which leaked out and created a eeneation when Drew Peareon 
had it publiehed. It appeare that following thie diecloeure. other 
American papere began to feature Mr. Phillipe* lettere. The queetion 
hae been asked — how came there to be eo many leakagee in the State 
Department which ia the repoeitory of all correapondence received 
from all parts of the world from American diplomats and men of 
affairs who oared to intimate to the Department their expariencee of 
men and matters with a view to indicate the ways that would serve 
best the particular interests of the ruling classes of the Bepnblio 7 
The Beoretary of State, Mr. Cordell Hull, is reported to have told 
in reply to enquiries from the British Embassy that "Mr. Phillips’ 
letter had leaked out through the Under-Secretary, Mr. Sumner Welles." 
This report of Mr.Hull's giving away a subordinate of bis is unbelievable. 
British anger with regard to Mr. Phillips' report to bis President wae 
|)y two criticisms that reflected on British honour and on the 
loyalty and capacity of the fighting forties recruited in India. These are 
reproduced from the New York Journal Amofican. 

**ABBuming that India is known as an Import bate of car futnre operations 
against Burma and Japan, it would seem to be of the bigbest in^tanea that we 
Smld have around ns asympathetio India rather tlwn one indiflirent and boslile. 
It would appear that we will bafc the prime mponeibllity In ^e mdnet the war 
agairnt JapuT There Is no eridenee that the British intend to do more than give 

tka iBdtan pMpIa •» ww oplj in 1^ nn tor 
rsasoni declared IntBa to be in conflict witkont t&e formality ol 

eonanlting Indian leaders or ^e Indian war ^ 

in the Government and' therefore no responsibility in the con py t of the war. They 

leal they have nothing to fight for, •• 

of the iTnttod Nettos do not apply to them. The Bmlah Prune Mlnlem in 
foot haa atated tha provieiona of the Atlantic Charter arc not applicable to 

**^l.?S2SII?InSto ^ onto tt.nl Jtrt Pi it «hM> 

JO 
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■dldleit rapTaieat ouly 3S iitr eaiit In tha Amj. OaBaral Btllwall hM 
k on Uia iltuatlon and in parlleninc In ragard to tlia poor 
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of Indian 

^^a attlinda of tha ganaral pnbtlo towarda tha war la aran woraa. Laaaltndik 
IndSfaranaa and bittarnaaa bava ineraaaod aa a raanlt of famlna eondliiooob lha grow- 
ing Idgh coat of liflog and oontlnuad poUtieal daadloek. Whlla India la brokan 
poTitioallj into rariona partiea and gronpa, all Imito ona objact In eonmon— arantnal 
fraadom and todapaudanca from Brltlab dominatton.** 

The report "aent by Mr. Phillipa to Preaident BooaoTelt waa tmo 
to India'a reaction to the preaent war. The Britiah Qoyemment knew 
it ; Indiana publio men and pnhlioiata have giyen it 
^oaraoB not In” innumerable ocoaaiona ; non-British oteervera, 

^od graea British observerst haye felt in India'a atmoaphere 

the sting of hostility direoted against the cause for 
which Britain has been fighting. The British bureaucracy had been 
used to pocketing such criticism, Mr. Phillips' report also, even the 
**stroQger" ones that he was known to hare sent to White Honae, 
Washington. But when the mildest of them got published in the 
American Press, and the "Poraonai B^ipresentative" of the leader of the 
United Nations was found dealing out ^'anti-British" opinions, and an 
Under secretary of Foreign Affairs in Mr. Boosev h a Administration 
was found facilitating their publication in the Press, the mfiter could 
not be so lightly treated. And the British bureaucracy bot'i at" New 
Delhi and at London reacted violently against the exposure before all 
the world by the hands of a near-Engli<«hman and the representative 
of the greatest Anglo-Saxon Power. Drew Pearson made a colourful 
story of it. 


*'Id London Mr. Ohuroblll and Mr. Eden (Foreign Blioliter) pul the heal on on 
the United States Ambaiiador, Mr. John WInant, and had that official aak Mr. 
Phillips if he still held the same views. Mr. Phillips said he did more than ever, but 
waa sorry his letter waa published, adding *l hope my other reports, even stronger, 
wlil not leak.' Mr. Edan called his Embasay (Wasbington) to Inform tha State 
Department that Mr. Phillips was persona non grata- \n London, observing: India la 
more important than a thousand Phillips." 

The British Ambassador Lord Halifax emphatioaily denied that 
Mr. Phillips had been recalled at London's reqneet from his assignment 
, as General Eisenhower's special political adviser; a 

*€abU*to^lndia* Bpokesman of the Dntish Embassy said in answer to 

otflea enquiry made in the Senate that it was not true 

that the British Government had deaoribed Mr. Phillips 
as persona non grata. To the eonfusion of these denials, Senator 
Ohandier of Kentucky made public a tolugram on September 3, 1944, 
wyoh, he said, had been sent by Bit Olaf .Oaroe, Secretary to the 
External Departhient of the Governmeiit of India, informing the 
London India Offio j that Mr. Phillips could not expeot to be welcomed. 
The telegram was in 'code language'; its presence in Senator Chandler's 
Lands, deciphered, showed that the U. S. A. State Department had its 
spying arrangements on the inner HctiviticB of the British Government. 
The British Foreign Office also could not afford to be less inquisitive. 
The public in India ware kept ignorant of these goings-on by 
eensorship regretfully used for dedenco against attacks by '*onr ally", 
to use Sir Olaf's words. His telegram, the part of it that Mr. 
Ohandier had got published, ran aa fbUowa : 

"We feel strongly that the British Emhsssy should be supported In oarrjiog 
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^ <Stote De^tatnt Wi m doinfc our boti to profcnl llto 

Uw tet of Mr. Peinonl oi^o (tol 
*5m^5LSS4?* tkot ttedM^fialioii of Mr. PhOlifii !• 

•BH lopro^Dti^TO to IndtorWhclher or not bo WM 

omMM^ toy ^ tek^so of vlowo ho kam otolcd. It would luoko It bo- 
P!»“. »• b) do Gtbor tbu rogord him ao p^§<ma non grata, tad wo foald aot 

r^^ him. Hte rawo tro aot what wo aro eatUlod to czpoet from a nrofcaiidly 
lilOBdily ooToy. Tho Vloeioy hao oeoa thia telegram." 


Thua ended a controversy between British end American official- 
dom. The former had its way — Mr. Phillips did not return to India, 
CaIm* AMtaJiM resolution moved in the House of Bopresent- 

lBU.8.Arft atives by the Bopubliean member Colvin Johnson that 
British Bmptro the British Minister at Washington, Sir Bonald Onmpbell, 
and the Government of India's Agent-General in the 
United States, Sir Girija Banker Bajpai, should be declared persona 
non grata to the Government of the United States was not pressed 
home or encouraged by the Boosevelt Administration. Why the 
officialdom of the U. S. A. bowed before the storm of anger of their 
opposite number in Britain, we do not know. But the episode was 
taken as an opportunity by the British Press to lecture their Anglo-Saxon 
brothers on the other side of the Atlantic on the be am in ihoir eyes, repre- 
sented by the Negro problem, on their ''colour prejudice" which carried 
the implication of the superiority of the white-pigmented men 

and women over those of other colours. But we in India 
who have bad for about two hundred years expetrience of the conceit 
of white colour in the life and conduct of the British personnel of 
the civil and military administration can but be amused spectators of this 
friendly debate between the two white peoples. During the months the 
events and developments of which we have been discussing in this 
study, this conceit of the white-coloured in a country belonging to 

the British Commonwealth was again brought home to us. About a 
quarter million of men and women of Indian birth happen to live 
in the Union of South Africa. How the ancestors of the majority 
of these people came to be in this land beyond the Indian Ocean 
has a history of a hundred years only. When in the middle of 
the 19th century, sugar, tea and other crops, requiring careful tillage, 
began to be cultivated in Natal, the planters, mostly British, found 
the indigenous field labourers inefficient for those plantations On their 
first attempt to secure labourers from India they were refused by the 
Government in India. Other countries were approached with the 
same failure. At last under pressure from the London Government 
the Government in India agreed to send Indian labourers to South 
Africa. The first batch of indentured labourers reached Natal in 
1860. Their salary was Bs. 7 a month, food, shelter and medical 

attention being provided. After the terms of 3 years (later extended 

to 6 years ), the labourers could bo re-indentured, could become free 
settlers in South Africa with a plot of land or could return to 
India. The majority chose to remain as free settlers in the country, 
though the piece of land was rarely grated, and thus they ^an 
to compete with labourers of European birth. When in 1898 Natal 
WM given responsible Government, the opposition to Indian Mttiere 
found eznressidn in measures that would discourage Indian settlement 
in NatiS. The partiamentary franchise was taken away from 
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ibim In 1896 ; Ihe mnnieipil fnoohife in 1994. But ibtfa eonld 
nol delor ineroMe of Indiui popuhAioii in NaUl wbon in 
1918 thoy oot-nninberod the Europeans by 6|000« By the Oeodhi- 
SoButf sgrooment of 1914 furfthtfr Indian emigration to South Alrioa 
was striotly limited. But even now the ln4^ population of tbia 
State of the Union is only less than 6*000 of the Europeans* 90* per 
cent of them Britishers. Thus it happens that in a Dominion o4 
Britain diserimination against 'Yellow members of the Empbe'* is 
rampant even today when a war is bei^ fought for democracy and 
the decencies of civilised life* for equality brtween man and nmn, 
between nation and nation. But we know what a hypocrisy it aR 
is. And this feeling found angry expression in the Central Assembly 
at Nsw Delhi on November 80 (1944) when Dr. Khare* the Com- 
monwealth Belations member in Lord Wavell s Executive Council* 
moved that the position of Indians in South Africa and East Afrien 
be taken into consideration. Dr. Khare gave it out that sll his 
eolleagues in the Executive Counoil including the Governor-General 
shared *'in the fullest measure the indignation and resentment which 
this exhibition of racialism on the part of a fellow-member of the 
British Commonwealth has created in this country". On behalf of the 
European Party in the Assembly Sir Frederick James met the 
South African contention that the position of Indians in the Union 
was a "domestio concern" with which no outside authority had any 
right to interfere. As 86 per cent of these were bom and bred up 
in Union territory and have but a sentimenal kinship with India, 
the Prime Minister of South Africa was right in claiming: "Indians 
are our people ; they belong here." But this generous declaration is 
vitiated by the fact that these men and women are not granted 
citixenship rights, are put in segregated locations apart from their 
white neighbours, a mark and stigma of inferiority. This discrimina- 
tion is in keeping with the policy of the Union that in Church and 
State there cannot be any equality between the white and the non-white. 
The insult implicit in it became rabidly apparent when the Natal 
Provincial Council passed a law limiting the right of Indians to hold 
property for residential and business purposes to certain areas only. 
The Government in India has hesitatingly agreed to use the powers 
of the Beoiprooity Act, that is, treating the 125 South African whites 
found in India as good or as bad as the quarter million Indians 
are done in South Africa. The demand of the Indian pGoj;^Ie to 
impose economic sanctions against men and things South African 
found no support from the Government in India, as it would have 
touched on inter-imperial relations* relations between members of the 
British Dominions and the "Dependent' part of the British Empire. 
The London Government could not sanction such a family quarrel* 
and the Gfovemment in India subordinate to it eonld not do it on its 
own responsibility. This was the meaning of the words that Dr. 
Khare so often used during the debate on the grievances of South 
Afrioan-bom Indians, expressing the helplessness of the Government 
of which he was the spokesman. 

This study of events during the last six months of 1944 may 
•nd here with the note that the political subjection of India leaves her 
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, f PWT intearf ditiiiMioot Md a fiottn Id ImqIIs ia 

ritia^t ov inittaakkuaa world. Wa Inm aaan how a aaoUoa oHhaMiM- 

hma of India aadar tiia gvMaaoa ol lha MaaUai Loagaa 
« , . * halpad to briag aboal Ibia abaoiat how a aaelioa 

of tha Sdiadnlad oaatot" andar iha laaderahip of Z)r. Ambadkar 

Im bm aa anhalpful, witboal aoalribatinf any aoaaimoaiva 

■Bggaalioo to tha ramovid of lha daadfook fa politiaal dayaiopmaala ia tha 
aoaalryr Wa know how Brithh pdiay haa axaalad this iatranaigtaao- 
and how it haa bean exploiting it tor tha aarvica of ita own parti- 
ealar lalaiaata.^ There haa faaaa in tha heart of Indian aooialy 
dtaaqaihbriam in mattera aoeio-ratigioaa and aoonomie. Oaring tha 
aix handred yeara when Maalim Kinga mlad oyer tha ooantry 

from Delhi, there were attempta made to reoonoila tha many ^yaraitiea m 
thought and oondact that atood in tha way of ayotving a oohaoeni 
life in the oountry. The loaderahtp in thia noble endeavour waa oCtaa 
taken np by men who were not mlera of Statea. BSnga and emparoi* 
diatraoted by the dataila ot their adminlatrativa datiaa angroaaad 
in power politica appmred to have never had any aomprahaBaiva idea 
of the problem of aooial re-organiaation whiah the praaanea ot lalaoi tn 
India created. The Emperor Akbar rapraaanlad a noble axoaption who 
failed in hia endeavonr to build up a aynthaaia of tha many oalta and 
creada that had their home in India or bad aooght and found aaylum in 
her boBom. Wa do not batiava that ha was tha first or the last of 
the mediaeval Kinga ia India who atroffa towarda thia great work of 
aooial integration* Tha misfortana of India ia that we do not know 
tha history of tiha measuvaa that aoagbt to heal up tha fiaenraa that 
marked society in India daring thia period of oar country's life. In 
other eouatriee, in Europe tor inatanoe. they did use the power el 
State to bcaak down disaentera and non-oonformiata. This was bow 
the Roman Catholic valuee of life were all bnt araaed from aoeial 


life in Britain, Holland and Germany; thia waa how Islam was 
atampad oat of Spain. It would be claiming a apaciai kind of good- 
ness in Indian humanity if we are to claim that in our history no 
such attempt at auppreaaion or modification wae ever made, that 
Brahmanism or Buddhism did never try this art or Islam did not 


try it in India. 

But it ia also an undeniable fact that in tha various iMtudas 
of Indian life, high or low, there is a tolaranoa of diffaranoaa, an 
appreciation of different ways of Ufa as leading to ita 
laiam la incia gupreme goal— tha aublimation of human inatincta and 
tha transformation of hnman daairea— that haa struck tha moat 
cynical of the obaervera of tha drama of human history. It ia to 
thia spirit of India that we can trace the fact that so many divereltias 
have snrvived in her society, have been allowed to anrvivo in India by the 
many conQuerora of many races and creeds and colours 
that have had their day of power and glory in tha oountry. 

Hiatoriana have told us of thia great work. They have also 
told US that the present difficultiee in India, aoeial and potttiaal, to 
traceable to the other fact that Islam haa neither bean aMa to 
submerge the values of life that it found whan it firnt oama tojndia 
nor have the latter been aUe to absorb it wboUy and tranaform ita 
uaiqaa oharaoteriatica. Ife is thia mataal faihira thatia ta^toiudbia fos 
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Iba pratant ooninymay ilial m a aqnw mdaa oodar Ilia damaad for 
•apaiiato Stetaa Jnada by the Muslim Leagnea efoimiog to ghm wiea to 
tha imnotl fadings end daap-saetad esj^ndoiis ol the sapanta 
* nation'^ that iha Mnsliiiis ara at psasent and haTa always him la 
this ooiintry. Mr. itohommad All Jianah lores to bring forward an 
argument to astabliah Us thesis that MnaHms oonstitnta a sspaiata 
**natioii'* in IndiA. Ha aasatts tiiat ^ parsMenaa with which his 
oommonity has baen holding fast to tha ^'separata daotorate" anangemant 
dsodng all tha mntaliona of India's aonstitiitiond history under British 
radssa proras that the Mnslims in Bidia hare always regarded tham- 
sdsas as a separata element in tha life of this country, they hare always 
felt thamsalYas to be distinct and separate from their neighbours. If 
there h^ any validity in this interpretation of the Muslim mind in 
India, then we are taken back* almost to tha middle of tha 19th 
century when one of the minstrels of Muslim renaissance in India, 
Altai Hossain **Hali," had compared his community to “guests who had 
outstayed their welcome*' and had lamented that they had left “their 
native homes for India". An Anglo-Indian writer, Theodore Morrison, 
who was for sometimes Principal of the Anglo-Oriental College at 
Aligarh, the nucleus of the Muslim University of today, in his book 
entitled — Imperial Rvle in /ne/ta-*opined that the Muslims did not 
regard “India as their own country." And in proof of this opinion he 
quoted the following lines of “Hali** : 

*11 oming end evening our eyes now behold that whieh we thought would be 
the end of thy graolons acceptance.** 

*Quiokly has thou broken all thy pronlsei and pledges, O India 1 we were Cold 
nrisht thst thou wnet Isithleee.* 



Here we find Muelim separatism in India at its clearest 
espression. It might have represented the mood of the generation after 
the failure of the 1857 revolt ; it might be the “song 
Genesis of of a defeated nation." But the present generation of 
' Pakistan** Idea Muslims have got over that mood of defeatism ; 

and they, are speaking of their “homelands** In India 
where they happen to be in a majority. They cannot think of the 
whol^i^f India as their “homeland" ; they cannot get over the feeling 
that the areas where they are in a minority are as much their homeland as 
of their neighbours of other creeds. The Hindus being more unconsciously 
than consciously assured of their majority position are not afBicted 
by this mood. India is their homeliuid and holy land. Mot so with 
the Mnslims. This is in the ultimate analysis the seed-pbt of the heated 
argument that is loud in India today where a section of the Muslims 
daim to be a separata “nation" which must have a separate State or 
States of its own. If this interpretation be an approach to truth, then the 
duty devolves on the leaders of thought among Indian Mndims to re- 
educate their community into the significance of a new nationalism wherein 
Hindu. Muslim. Christian, Sikh, Farsi will find fulfilment and realiae their 
particularities in the setting dt uitiverBai life — {Specially copfribultd by JSri 
Sureeh Chandra DA) 
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niiief, Mr. Saons Mid tliAt tbe Inadcqutla wtget ptid was one of the mfooo mhj 
non woleoBOd tho employnont of women underground. As o member of Uie 
HeslUi Snreoj Committee he bed oocesion to tUU some cool mineo. Housing 
eondldone of labour were extremely bad. Any society allowing such a state of 
affairs to exist desecred to be indicted. 

Pandtf H. N. Kuntru^ supporting the resolution, said tbat one of the main 
factors responsible for the low production of coal was labour. Miners were pf<id 
inadequate wages and their increased eamincs in 1943 were not commensurate 
with the increased cost of .IMna. Miners worked only four or five days a wei^k 
and their monthly earning could not be calculated on their daily earnings. Housing 
eonditions were bad and medical relief was inadequate. Pandit Kunsru urged that 
mine labour should be treated as skilled labour. Another reason for tne low 
production of coal was that he understood some employers were unwilling 
to raise more coal because of the Excess Profits Tax which, they considered, was 
a levy on capital. They thought it would be better to ezplot the mineo after liie 
war. Pandit Kunzru Mid that the Government should make themselves responsi- 
ble for the proper consumption, conservation and production of coal. That could 
be done by the Government 'taking over the management of coal mines. 

Bir A, Ramaiwami Mudaliar^ Supply Af ember, agreed tbat tliere was room 
for improvement of labour conditions in the collieries. He wanted, however, to 
ask the House to consider the prices which coal fetched a few years ago and to- 
day. The Government had now fixed the rates for certain qualities of coal from 
Bs. 9-8*0 to Rs. 10-0*0 per ton se againet the average price till 1942 of about 
Be. 3 per ton. The needs of the war had brought about a rationaliMtion of the 
coal Induairy and he hoped it would continue even after the war. 

Referring to the agreement of the high prices which colliery sheree fetched, 
the Supply Member eaid that to present days it was not an indication of the 
relative proaperity of the trade. People had a lot of money and abate vaiiiea went 
up. In rqrard to the allegation tbat production had bren alowed down to evade 
E. P. T., Sir A. Bamaawami Mudaliar said that he bad iiiquired into the matter 
and found no truth iu the allegation. On the contrary production of coal lad 
gone up. The Government had given them certain indiicementa by way of bonus, 
etc., lor stepping up coal production. One of the fbremoet oausea for the low 
production of eon,, he explained, wae lack of esaentiai suaipment. Till recently 
the porebaae of euttm and other equipment was a maitter for private negotiatiou 
between the eolUery owners snd their' agents in th<* United Kingdom. The Govern- 
ment gave them import licences^ the Supply Member added, but they did not know 
if the colliery owners’ agents in^ England ware able to get the neeetMfy priority 
required these for the msnufseture of the equipment nsedra sod for tbmr ehip- 
ment. When the Government esrae to know of this they took np the mutter in 
Deesmbsr last and made Ussmaeivea sesponaible for the import and lupply of 
maohinery. A apacial ofiloer who had been sent to tbei United Btatea had recently 
returned with aome of toe maohinery which included certain apeoial cuttera. The 
Govenimeut bad also ssoruited u csrtain number of Amerieaos to train Indians 
to UM tooM euttors. Other kinds of roachinery from U. K. and U. B. A. were 
probably well on toeir way kese. Be pdntcd out tost tome of too colUerisa had 
not onough aafety lamps. The Government bad placed an order and th^ were 
being deepatehed by air from the U. K., ao that prodoeiion here ahould not 
eufikr. Juet aa fragmentation, of agiicultural lands had become a problem, frsg- 
moniatiott of coOlerree alto had raiaedTa seiious problem. Plano were being consi- 
dered for toe prevMtion of f ragmen tetioo and the Government were taking steps 
in toil regard. The Supply Member maintained that by the atepa which toe Gov- 
ernment took they were able to amet lortber detsriorvlion of toe coal position, 
which otherwim would have led to a Mrlout calamity. In regard to the publiro- 
tion of toe figureo of output of coal, Bir A. BamMwami Mudaliar Mid it was 
withheld not for reasons wbioh *^oie suppoaed to be embafraMing to the Goverti- 
mont» but purely bsMiiM toe defence antoorittee thought publlMtion ahould be 
atoppqd owing to security leaaona. 

The Qovernment of Indie were now eonsidering the varioue aspsota of the 
oenl Induairy. They had already fixed the price of coal at pitheads. Other control 
m sa anii B which had been taken would, do^rbileae, Improve labour conditiont. If a 
•CoM^ was oot playing fair the Government had power to take over management 
of toe colHe». In the v^t-war period, he said, coal would come to play so 
Importnnt^part In the national economy. lee cooeumptton would go np to feed 
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Ismu’s molOtion woo pot to Um voto ud mo loot bf S * 

.■ u- u K . > .Swout Toiomrou 

iv. ftfter diteuMion, wltbditw hit rwointton reeonMDdhw to 

tho Go^or^enml-in-Oouneil that oil opceial tribualo for tbo Mtf^of 
fotwalth tronofemd from the admuiloiHtWo roatod of di|iartaMBlo 
OoreniBiriit of India and placed under the adminiatm8ve eontnl of Bkh 
4 ??*? • neutml department like the la^eleUTe Depertaent, 

Mr. aW that, e^ordiii|i[ to the principtee of Kngll^ Jiiriaprudeoce il wot 
aaratial "p* o**^y to give a fair trial to a man but to lee that he nela he le ftettfog 
]iiatice. Ordinary ccmrta were anbject to a certain amount of control by a aidwr 
court bu^ nid Mr. I^lal, apccial tribuiiala were not anb]eet to any eontroK Hm 
^uld theee tribunala be under the control of departmcnta, he aakcdi wbieh were 
themedree reaponaible for nroecontiona. The Finance Department abould not con- 
trol Ac incom^taz appellate tribunal! and the War Department ebonld not hove 
control over tribunale which heard caeca in the proeeeution of which they were 
interested. 

Riqbts OF Thdiabb Ovbebbab 

Mr. P, N, Sapru moved e reeolution recommendinfr to the Governor-Qeneral* 
in-Oooncil to take atepe to protect and aafeguard the rIjAte of Indians by bilateral 
agreements between the Government of India and the Governmenta of tne Doml- 
niona. coloniea and protectoratea in which Indiana are raaident or domiciled and 
to which in future emigration may be permitted by the Government of India. Mr. 
P. N. Bapru eztdained why India, which aapired for Joint leaderablp oi Aaia along 
with China, ahould eatabliah diplomatic relation! with all the countriet mentionca 
ill the reaolation, countries in which Indian nationala lived. **I have ezclnded Itouth 
Africa because apeaking for myielf, South Africaua are no better than tho 
JapaneaC' or the Germana** declared Mr. Bapru. He continued : *'l eonalder 
General Smuta and Dr. Malan jiiat aa bad aa Hitler or MuaaolTiii and the real of 
the gang. If we had our way wa would bring tl'.»«m to book. Thera la no 
difTerence between the Germane peraecuting the Jew and South Africeni perfleenl- 
log the Indians. There la no qnration of any agreement or uitderatanaing with 
the South African, until ha beeomee a reaaonable creature, until be cornea to learn 
that the Indian ia Juat like any other human being entttleii to rights and 
privileges.*’ (ChSeve). The Hones then adjourned tilt the I3th. 

Industbialibatiov of India 

tOtli, NOVEMHER The Obuucil rejected to-day» by 24 votes to 12, Pandit 
ff. N, Kuiunt^s reaolutioB recommending to the Govcrnor-Gcnenil-in-Conaoil to 
appoint ao Induatrial Oommlaaion, with a Don*officlal Indian chairman and a 
majority of non-oflioiaV mcmberi, *1o review the existing industrial sitnation, to 
recommend meaaurea for the full and rapid iaduatriallaaiion of the county with 
the object of raining the general atandaid of living of tba maaaea and to indicate the 
linea along whi<^ State-ownerehip and coairol of industry abputd be estended* The 
reaolHtiou had been moved by Pandit Kunuu during tbo laat budget eesaion of tha 
Council. . . ^ 

Mr. HoBMain Imam moved au amendment that the woraed OpmmMon 
should device e ^eme for the immediete oaiionaliaatiQn of all uie key Induitrlea 
in Britieh India, but later withdrew bia amendroeiit 

Mr. If. N. Dalai said that the induatrial expansion in India did not favourably 
eompaie with the progrees made In the United Btat^ the United K^dom« 
Auetralia and other empire countries during the war. He d^l^cd ttot the Oovent* 
Bent of India had turned down the Indian induatrialiMt' plea It the atarting of 
heavy Induatrica, such aa. abip^ng and aircraft, Ihe Govemmenth poUcF waa aocb 
that Indian indoatries aufferel In the Importing of eonaomer goods, uovmment 
had not aacertained the viewa of Indian maiiufactorm. The Govarwent app^tqd 
an all* White Oommlaaion to inquire into too eatebliahmwt of a FertlllM indneliry 
and more end more foreign experts were Imported. Such actions of toe Govern- 
ment, Mr. Dalel said, were viewed with apprebenalon in this country. ■ 

Mr. P. N, Bapru ea«d that fanning required much control and iffdmfntattdn 
of life end only a Government wht<to bed ite root in this country aud^ wa e^ lypp o* 
alble to too pe^le of toia country would be eble to carry It 9® 
grounds, he favoured State control and Slate 

wnder toe existing conditions and without knowjng^bat tim conaGtutteipa^ 
toii oonnuv would be. he was 

control of the present Govarnmeot, who would be amroaWa to no tEaer 
•aeept to the authority of Hla Majeaty's Government. Mr. 
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for llio oolloetioB of pnpu ototMei of onr oiro prodoelloB mid onr oini Boodo, 
before enberblng on plonning. There ebould be o amell reriewing Commlmion to 
go into the working of the preeent induitrice end to eniigeet etepe for their 

^*^r. V, V. Kalikkar teid thel if BIr Ardeefair Deioi, Ifcmber* Planning end 
]>eTe1opment, wee Tree from interfmiiee from W'hitehoir he would help in tliv 
eoUbilibrnent of boaie indnetriea. But ao lor, the tnduairial policy of the OoTfiu- 
Mot WM not enconraglng. Be aaked whether the (JoTcrument had taken any aie| a 
for the maiiufactuie of agiieuliacal implenenta ond tracton which were baiily 
needed. He eupported the rceolntion. 

Mr. HoBiain Imam aaid that he waa not apecifying mliat induatrica ahould b< 
natlonaliaed, bnt left It to the propoaed CommiHsion to decide, 'ihc aima mid 
ob]ecta of the Poat-war Beeoneiniction and Planning Committeea were desirable 
aima but hia objection was that they were not execute. The Jtidualrial Commiitce 
of the Government appeared to be a private preaerve of tiie induatrialiaia alone. 
Urging Btate ownership of induatriea, Mr. Hoeaain Imam aaid that the BailwM>tt, 
Poata and Tel^rapba, which were owned and managed by the Btate bad fubaten- 
tially helped the State by contributing over fis. 66 crorea, while the Corporation 
tax and the E. P. T. of privately managed iiiduatries in the country had not totalled 
Rs. 50 crorea for the year 1948. Under the present order, there was no equitable 
distribution of the nation’s wealth. 

Raja Bahadur Oovindlal 8. Matilal aaid that soon after the last war, an 
Industrial Oommiaston was appointed, but by the time the Commission reported, 
other countries were well on the way of induatrialiaalion. Not only for the good 
of ^e peofile but in the intereste of the Government also, Mr. Govindlal said, India 
ahould be industrialised. But for the Indian textile industry, war efforts would 
have been hampered and the people in ihia country would have been without 
clothes. Referring to Btate ownership of Industries, Mr. Govindlal said he was not 
opposed to the principle provided the State belonged to Indians and it waa amen- 
ahla to Indian interests, but that was not the case at present. 

Sir Ardeihir Dalai, Member, Planning and Development, reiterating Govern* 
meut’s intention to foster industries to the largest extent possible, said that there 
was no question of Government not being in sympathy with the resolution. 'Jhe 
war had shown up gaps in our iiiduatrial structure, such as lack of certain indus- 
trial machinery, maolitne tools, etc. While be shared general disappointment that 
the industrial progress of India had not been on the same scale aa that of Canadn, 
Australia and other countries during the war, he must point out that substantial 
progress had been made daring the war. The Government, he said, were in fullcat 
accord with the demand that measures should be taken for the comf>lete industiia- 
liaaiion of the country. At to the part which the Btate ahould play in the control 
of industries, it was an important subject, and was engaging the aerious attention 
of the Govern meet. It was not possible, as yet. for the Government to come to 
any deciaion on the subject. The Government might have to take over induBtiiea 
which were beyond the resources of private enterprise, such as. essential industrii a 
which might not be remuoeralive. The Fertiliaer industry was one such. Jii 
respect of important basic industries, a larger measure of control would huve to be 
exercised by the Government in future. In regsrd to protection of industries, B:r 
Ardeahir Dalai referred to hia previous statement made on the subject in the 
General Policy Committee recently, that it was Government’s intention to ]ibt'ral(H*« 
protection ana, in order to avoid delay, to set up a perms ueiit Tariff Board. 

Blr Ardmhir aaid that Government consulted the industries concerned before 
importing consumers goods in this country. It was not Government’s intention 
to nand over the fertiliser industry to the I. 0. I. In any scheme of indiis- 
trialisation, the nationals of the country would have a full share, he aaid. Opposing 
the Indnstrial Oommiselon proposed in the resolminn, Bir Ardeahir saia that 
Government had neither the personnel jaet now for the Commission nor could 
they wait lor a long period lor the Commission's report. The last Industrial 
Commission took two years, to report What wee at present wanted waa quick and 
practical recommendations. Tbs Government Bir Ardeahir pointed out, bed already 
appointed the neoesciry committees and the various Provincial Governments had 
been aeked to set np reeonetrnction committees. 1'be Government had also set up 
over 20 panels for the respeotive iBdnr.tries. The GovemmenVa method was more 
festive and cxpsditloua, and he urged Pandit Kuasru to withdraw his reiKdutioo. 

Pamdit N. JCututru, icplylng to the debate, aaid that hia object In moving 
the veaelutloo was to aoeslerate the pace of indniiriaiieatioo end to eneuie euffieieot 
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puUU^ to Ae step# Mod by Ae Government in thii regerd. He wm ture Hint 
w Amshtr Delal would dp hw very beet to prree the Government to iodtietrleliHe 
theeoimty^ thM reiee the etenderd of living of the people. He wee priiunrllv 
coDoeri^, Peadit Eensru eiud, wtA the ectuel ecliieveroe>-ti of Ae Government aiol 
not wiA Aeir iii^ntione. He wislird Sir Arfl**shir v ere in e poeitlon to eey tliet 
certnine i-dj^e bed b^o coiuplcteU end their execution would eooii i^tart. The 
report OB PlAuniug. Pandit Knnxru said* eiiiittmud gonuhl |>riiud|dedi» but Uitl 
down no defioite plan in regard to any aepect of iiidiHiriuliaation. *lhe Govern* 
meni did not fttm to be proceeding with reatonable deapateb, J)iirirK the laat 
M^i^ht montha, they had not proceeded far beyond the atMgo reporud in the drat 
reiHWt cm the progreaa of Planning. In regard to nnlionalieatioii of Indoatrha, 
Pandit Kuaaru aaid that he waa anxioua that certain baaic induafriea Aoiild be 
coutrolled by Ae State. The term ‘*baiiic induatrira" api>earod to Imve e limited 
meaning, and according to official luterpretHtioii, it meunt those induatrlca connect* d 
aitli llefence. Hia object was wider, and Goverumi-nt had ehown by their own 
eximple tlmt they could contiol and manage induatriei. Ci)iicliidiiig, Pandit 
Knnxru said that the Industrial Commiaaioii would be a better agciiry for tite 
achievement of the objects in view than the methods auggieted by the Government. 

The resolution waa put to vote aud was dcclrrcd Idat, 24 voting agaiiiat end 
12 voting for. The Council Aen adjourned. 

Debatb oh Food Pobitioh 

HA. NOVEMBER Initiating the food debate to-day, Mr. B. R. Sen, Director* 
General for Food, decUrtd that the laat twelve months’ aorking of the basic plan 
gave the Government the feeling that, at both the Centre and In the Proviucee. 
they had now a much clearer idea of the minimum needH n( the deficit areaa and 
th <7 could hope that in no area, in future, would tbiy be taken completely by 
eurpriae unless there were any unforeeeen developments or any unpredictable 
nnturai calamities. The auccess of any basic plan, Mr. Sen aaid, aiich as the one 
formulated by the Government of India, must clearly be dependent, very largely, 
on an adequate system of procurement. The problem of proiurcment, however, 
v.aa one wnich was much bigger than mere extraction of grains for export under 
the basic plan. Though a few provinces has suriiluseR of all ths major loodgralnf, 
ill oAer cases a province might be surplus in one foodgraiu and deficit in all oAsra> 
or deficit in one and surplus in all others. Again, though a province might be 
sclf-aullicient on balance, some of its districts might be surplus and othera again 
deficit, BO that inter-diatiiet procurement might be of the utmost inportance to that 
province. The essence of the problem waa thus not moving of supplies from a 
surplus pioviiice to deficit areas, but of acquiring from the cultivator the naxlmuni 
amount to be obtained from every part of India. U'be only completely aatlsfactory 
solution of the problem of procurement from the atandpoint of principle, according 
to the Food Grains Policy Committee, therefore, waa a central ii^*graina mono* 
poly, but the problema of organiRatinii and administration involved were so great, 
that they could not recommend its adoption immediately. During the last twelve 
monAs, Mr. Men said, the nn^st outstanding feature in the field of proeurement 
monopoly had been the steady and progressive development of GoveriimeDt mono* 
poly both in British India and in the Indian Stales. Moat aresa bad started with 
compartively simide achenifs and, aa experience had been gaioM. had developed 
the BibemcB fiinber and. further towards complete mono|;oly. Speaking generally, 
the idea of a Government monopoly for procurement of the entire surplus of the 
producer had taken a firm root in the provinces and Stotea, and the iiov«tnnient 
of India were following the policy they bad laid down for themaelvei and exercising 
a cloae watch over the system. Referring to the problem of storage, Mr. bin said 
that, apart from the new storage aMommodation which bad bew conaUuded by 
several provincea on their own initiative, the Food ^partment had formulated a 
scheme of construction of storage at various strategic mmU in Ae major surplim 
areaa wiA a view to facUitaiing procurement and ensurliig »« /f" 

movement Arongbout Ae year. '1 he capital coat was to be advanced on a 
baaia by the Provincea and the Centre. Hie Government of India bad ttndertakvn 
soother scheme of constructioo of storage at Ae mam ports and gauming eeiitm 
for holdloj^^^on of Ae Central of’.torsww ^ 

wheat imports. It wsa expected that about ft?!! 

under Ae^me would be ready Wore long. In addiii^ ihLt aTewrtlto S 

tiAiMi ffodavna wen elao being hittd and it was eitimateci tnat at eermtii punotHi of 

pointed out the Information in a poater In the Pnan Agri« 
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ealtnril Inititate which italed : Totcl mdiuI prodvetioii of IbodiKniM md 
pniMC In Indin 67.5 million tom ; toUl onnonl wnctiigc; 6 per ecwtr 9J6 mfllion 
tone ; fciiied at a flat rate of Ra. 10 per mannd, the total amnul Idea om Ba. 00 
crorea. llie quantity waated waaauflScient to feed^aera i^Uob peraona; 

On the queation of price control, Mr. Ben aaid thaFtbe Oofernment of India 
had already aet up a Price Adriaory Oommlttee conaMaf of emto who were 
conatantly Drlnging the level of pricea In different foodgralna nnda their review. 
The (Government of India adhered to the policy that the |^cet flzed from time to 
time for the foodgraina ahould repreaent a inat and reaaonable compramiae 
iMtween the intercata of the prodncera and the Intermta of the conaomera. 
The qnmtion aroae aa to what waa to Im done with rqgard to thoae 
claaaea of eonaumera who found the preaent level of pricea beyond their 
reach; in other worda, tp what extent the Government were prepared to puraue 
the queation of aubaidy. Mr. Sen aaid^that already aeveral Provincial Oovernmenta 
had adopts acbemea of aubaidy. In Oriaaa, for Inatance, the aeheme of anbiidiaed 
aalea waa in operation whereby in rural areaa familiea of peraona belonging to tbc 
landleaa claaaeaa and in urban arena familiea of peraona with an Income of lean 
than Ka. 40 per mouth could purchaae lice at a retail rate of four and three-quarter 
aeera per rupee. The queation of aubaidy however war one of tmmenae comi^exily, 
and ita financial implieatioiia faroreaebiug. The whole queation waa now under 
the examination of the department, and if neceaaary, would be punned in an 
inter>departmental committee couaiating of the Economic ddviaer and repreaen- 
taiivea of the Food, Finance, and Education, Health and Landa Department. 

Mr. Sen obaerved that Bengal a auppliea for 1045 would be determined on the 
aame baaia aa the aupply for other parte of India. The reaaonable needa of the 
Government of Bengali be aaid, would be reviewed in the light of all the relevant 
facta and allocationa would be made, aa neceaaary, from the atocka available for 
the purpoae. Due regard would be had to any apecial circumatancea in Bengal, 
eapecially auoh aa might ariae from ita proximity to the aeheme of active operationa, 
aa well aa to the apeoial need of other parta of India. 

Speaking on long-term planning, Mr. Sen aaid that the food problem in the 
country waa not one of aolution of criaia from day to day only. Even in normal 
timea, a large maiority of the population of thia country did not have a balanced 
diet, while the aupply of protective food for children, pyegnant women and nuraing 
motbera of the poorer claaaea had alwaya bteu too inadequate. It bad not been 
powible to undertake any long-range planning ao far* aa Government bad all their 
energiea concentrated on preventing local ahortagea and keeping the country going 
at leaat on ita pre-war eonaumption levela; nor did they have, ao far, the contnJ 
over thg food diatribution machinery ao neceaaary for effecting any ^ permanent 
Improvement in the oountry’a food economy. Now that food rationing nad been 
extended to forty- two million |>eraona and waa atill being extended, and now that 
procurement waa approaching a monopoly baaia In moat of the deficit areaa. Govern- 
ment thought that the time had come for an aaaeaament of the requirementa on a 
proper nutritional baaia, an examination of the exiating auppliea and prevailing food 
habita, particularly in the deficit regiona, on the baaia of thoae rtquirementa and 
with apecial reference to the vulnerable claaaea, and finally the formulation of a 
policy that would effectively aecurc for the peonle of the country, at leaat in the 
poet-war period, a decent atandard of food aupply. For that pnrpoae. Government 
propoacd to appoiift immediately a Planning Adviser who would be a wholetime 
officer working on thoae problcma, collecting and analyaing data and formulating 
Lieliminary propoaala for the evolution of a planned food economy in India. 

Jtai Bahadur Sri Narain Mahta aaid that he had received a telegram from the 
Beoretarf of Uie Oollieriea' Aaaociation complaining that the o ollieriea were forced 
to buy /eo^raina at a price higher than the controlled one and again, that the 
controlled price waa higher than the market price. The ruling pricea, the Rai 
Bahadur aaid, were far beirond the reach of the poor people in the country and the 
aiepa taken to prevent and eradicate corruption had proved abortive. The handling 
of the food iwoDlem during the laat three yeara had diacloaed a great amount of 
ineptitude. There did not appear to be a aound and dependable machinery, even 
to-day, for procurement of foodgralna from aurplna arena and for aupply to deficit 
areac. The fidlure of the Government to aobaidiae food for the poorer eonaumera 
and to eliminate the middleman and the profiteer had made the pricea uneconoatt- 
cal lor the grower. The Rm Bahadur contracted the food aitnatioh in Gveat Britain 
and India and aaid that Great Britain had built up huge atocka of food long beilofe 
tho tdea eno^ the mind of the Government of Ind^ Beteiing to the report of 
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CommittM. he mM Out the CMaittce hed mde It dew l» mt 
itiAt the (teVKTnnent mnei ptoenie one end • heU million lone of foodeiiiffi within 
• y«w* f “• Oovernmfnt were, however, able to imioct onlv eOOAX) tone. The 
plen pot forward wm want of ahipiiinR rpare. The Itni Bahadur aaid that if the 
OoTernment Imd ukrn cite to eliiniUAtc the imtiort^of luxury them thoitld 

liuve been khippiuK eimee evniiiible to h in^ th«' o«.e and a half mlliioii 

titiia of foodHtuna recominciidid by the i*lregory Committee. 

.***!l®. of Durlhaiiga r* ferrcd to the aitiiatioii prefalline in 

North Bibar and particularly in Duriihanisa and PiiriiPt dittricta amt aaid that arm 
ai‘t’ordin)K to Government cauniateH, the rice crop would be bidow (he average In 
i!i< ee diair ctK. These were eseen tidily riee-proilucing niid rif*o-ratiiig reglona and 
had Huff^red for want of rain duriiig the last rainy at anon. Tnwarda tin* end of the 
arason, howf vt r. it rained heavily and many rivrre were flniwied and the iiedily 
t-rop waa arvercly damaged. Keferring to enidemii’i in North Bihar the a)N*aker euid 
ilifit he had bet n told that aeveral patirn la Drought to ihe hoapital were cured hy 
leifiing alone. IMcading the ci* use rtf the grtiwera. In* paid that the Foi-tl Member 
iit'.d cited the atrady fall in the pricee of rice and wiuat aa the main pinoi oi the 
pin^ceM of the Guvernment policy, but. he a^kid. if the Food Mi mUr had taken 
into coiiHideratiou the plight of the growers who bad to provide for the iieceMittea 
of life from the produce of their land. He urged the Quvernment to fix minimnni 
prieea, just as they had fixed maximum prioca of principal foodgraina and proKct 
(Miliivatora from the unfair demands of other acclioni of the coinmiiiiily who ettlil 
their gooda and services to cultivators. 

The Maharajkumar of Nnshipur said that the food situation In Bengal waa far 
from Hsiiafsctory. He thought Government pro)»aganda only attempted to minimise 
t !«! evil. The Province was getting deeper and dee|>er Into the depiha of misery In 
the form of economic ruin, deprivation in health, mass destitution and wldeapreinl 
dcj> 0 | •Illation. He could not underptand why the Government had ehoaeu to silt 
rice at Us 16 per maund, while private sellers in the molussil were offering it for 
sale at Ks. 10. The Maharajkuinar said that huge atoc^ka of rice and other fot cl 
commoditiei were being allowed to rot without being diatribnted to the needy and 
the hungry at the opportune time. He admitted that some amount of relief bed 
hmn brought about, bu^ the ruling pric« of rice waa still beyond the reach of a 
very large j^erceiitoge of people. The quantity of wheat allowed to each Individ imI, 
he said, was too meagre and **Ata** was, in most cumcs, unfit for human 


cDiiwumptron. 

Pandit Kumru deplored I lie lack of informs* ioii on food and urged that the 
(hivcrnment should furniMh mcnihcra of the l<egislsiure si'h s publication giving 
ad<quate information on ilm procliiciioii, piociiri'ment snd disiribiiiion of food, 'ilie 
House ought to be infoimcd of tht steps taken to import more footlgralna Into 
Indis, whether transport arrangements were satisrsetory, whether tl.o pruvineca and 
btatet were tsking steps to impnlsrise wheat and what were the siibvemloiia givrn 
by the Oiitrnl Government 10 the Provinces slid the port*oses for which these wire 
given. In regard to Mslshar and Cochin. Pandit Kutisrii snid Ihat no conceaalon 
wss being Hhown to ti cm in respect of rice. Kice rations s1it>scd were inadequate, 
and the common man bud to buy food at msrkct rates even though he could not do 
so at prevailing rates. This lirniight him to the question of subsidising tlia pifor 
man’s food. He knew that the irnaiiclal burden would lie serious, but the present 
Sisle of things was §o unsstislaclory that immediate stepa shcmld lie Uktn to 
ralicve the aufleriiigs «-f the poor people. Pandit Kjinsru complaiiod^ of the poor 
qurtlity of ratlona supplied. 'Ihc foodgraina sold contained an appreciable quantitv 
of dust, atones and grit. He referred to an instance in Ajmer wioTe wheat ai*hi, 
on examination by the U. P. Oovcrnnient Chemical Analyser, was found to eouUiit 
ld.7 per cent of din. U.3 jwr cent of barley and 5?.|S per cent of other auifTa, 
Healing with the imp ort of foodgrains. Pandit Kiinxrii said that gm er preaaii e 
should be brought to bear on H. M. G. to rend more foodgral.^to this countiy. 

Sir Jwala Pramd, tlio Food Member, tofervcning vxplsined that already o%er 
6.^.000 tons of foodgrains had been received and a further 9.»,0<O lone were <iti the 

ikkla why no step# had hwn taken 
authoriiUm for importing foM grams ut 

Kiiiizru said, was a inoic « flicient jh |•ar|me«t l2i it hlS^tA 

waa eiidsavoiiiiitg to face (he probl-ms in a ISuf ** 

way yet in order to <lcal with (Ke i robleaif of 

button more effectively. He weicoined the idea of aattiug up a Plaoniug Becikm of 
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tha food Deportnenl. Th« food diffienllioi of Indio would not ond with the eoneln* 
■ion of the wir. If mnro food w«i to be pown, prcK^urfd nod dintribofed, it wet 
that fbe FikhI Deportnifni «hnu1d bo eontinacd for menj fwe to come. 
Pendit Kiinfm oeid thet more Jetig. rj i>Uoald be produced end tranoport erreiige- 
monte ehonld bo prnvMr-d. Adi qoate etepe ohonid lie taken to poitoUriMo wbeet in 
the rice eoiteuming ereee. Referring to the eitiieMon in Bi ngnl, Peudit Kuiiern 
ttekid why l-iovfTpir.ent wee loTiebli'g ell thoir ettention on thet piofitice T It 
iftdrcd required ell eseietence leet yeer, bnt OoTrrnn i'nt ebould now help tlie |>eo| lo 
in the South end perticulerly thnee living in the Wrnt Coeat. 

Sir Buia Singh comniHiiied thet Urge Fur}ilue»>e of wbret rice end grem wrre 
not Immcdietely purcheeea end removed from the Punj'ib. Thet ebowed thet in 
pie^'tlco the Government of Jndie wee iineble to fulfil their* obligetione end they 
feilod to teko over turpluvoi. The moat ncticeeble example wee thet of grem. A 
large quote of grem i«ee ecrepted for ezt^ort in 1944-45 by the Government o( 
Iiidie. But necteeery derpetching inetructione wuc not sent end e iinniber of 
nrovincee revudieted their quotee. The-reeuU wee thet the entire ezportebU eurplua 
from the province wee locked up, reeulting in the drtf ri(»retion of velueble food- 
grein. Ihere wee e etrong rumour. Sir Bute Siiigb eeld, end he wented the Govein- 
ment of Indie to deny it, thet ihe Benge! Government wue aelling in the l*unjai> 
rnilwey receipt! for grem, which the Bengel Government had itored in the Pniij»h 
for bring taken to that province, at Re. 7*12. prr nmund when the market pi ii'i* 
of grem in the Punjab wee ebout Re. 6-4 per miiuiid only*, Sir Bute Sinph 
referred to the diaperity in pricee ee between ^neitid^houring prorineee. Not melly, 
difference in the prioee of wheel end rice betWTru tlie Punjab end the Uiiind 
Provinora wee « ennee per mennd, but, now, wherree the prerelent price of 
wheat in the Punjab wee about Re. 6-4*0 e mauitd. the price in tiie Gnitcil 
Provincee wee Be. 3 to Re. 4 higher. “Thie eitnntion denrivee the Poiijeb growi r 
end trader of hie legitimate profile end deprivee the U. P. •conaumer of the 
(ipl ortunitf of getting hie Teqiiijemcnta etw reduced price.^ 

Mr. iT, A. Mnailing (Bengel Chamber lOf Commerce) eeid that there were three 
mein end eeverel eubaidlery prohleme relating to food. They wure firetly, Uu* 
growth and Aletributicin of oirotieh food of ell typee to atop etervetion ; lecunrllj, 
the prevention of the pendvlum Irom iwlnging to the other eztrono end yrifie 
felling below poduefirm ooet ; md thirdly, planning for the future of a oetter diet, 
both quantitative end qneliteiive, lor the meeeee of the country. Tl<« fiwt nifficulty 
that fec^ ttirm wee, Inr. Mealing eeid. the lack ot ooTTeot figiiree and the utter 
uiireliahility o< the ■tetiatiee eveilehle. No bnemevi, however emell. could im run 
lucceaefully in the ebNUice of reliaMe fignvee of output coat, merket value, eeice 
and profit and loee. Tlie Governmrnt of India had, with the Provincial Govern- 
men te Tjrrforoe, entered Ibe biggeat hueineaa In th** country, and he regretted thet 
ho could place no relianee wheteoever in their ino-callcd ■tetialice which tne^ bed 
BO far produced. He urged that immediate itepa ehonld b ' taken to rttctiTy the 
P'leition. Wi h correct atetiatiee. Mr. Mealing aaid. it ehonld l>e pnaeible for a 
definite plan to he evolved, and the no ordiuetion of the province! in that pUn 
aeciired. That plan ahould decide whet woe, under prevent cirnimatancea, m fair arid 
pro|ter price, both to the producer and consumer, which ehonld not be allowed to 
fluctuate to the detriment of one or the other. He eeid that if Government were 
to eot up e ipcciei eection with wide rowere end adiqnate finance for the eole 
Mirpoae of encouraging the enpply of milk and milk prodncti, it ehould be a great 
boon to the people. Speaking on the aitnation in Bengal, Mr. Mealing aaid that 
he did know thelt the Minielry and ofiieiala in Bengal were honestly doiug their 
beet to improve the food aituetion In the province. No other province, except 
Assam, bad been ao near to or an much affected by the impact of war. Me a»>kvd 
the other end more fortnnete provinces that bad not been through the experience 
of Bengal end Aeaam to hav« some aymoeUw for the two prnvinc.ea. 

IfiUi. NOVSniSt^Thfl iwQhdvy food debate in the Council ended this aft*r- 
noon without any votee being taken. This wee bcoeueo there were no emendmente 
by the Opposition to the formal Govern ment motion taking the Honae to take the 
the food aitnation inlo oonelda?etlon. The Pioeident deelarcd tiie debate cloard 
after the Food Mewibor^a reply. 

R^ylog to the deh»<c ^|a af’imooii. Sir J, P. Srinantava, Food Mamlier. 
refemd to the t ng ge a tfc m f«ir fixing the minimum price for frodgrains, and said 
that them wee conflict bet wee n prodncfri end conetimcre end the Governmrnt were 
trying lo hit the goMen somi between the two interectc. Sir J. P. BrivccUve acid 
thnt the Dceda of Mk had hnm pla^ before the Britieb Government and the 
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inaA Ba teivitht tba tatm pnmelB of tepofto bcm ewmoo vin Wm 
Aum^g poiaii br Onwrt^ spatat. ho mM OM mmmm t ISH 

oiteto 

owid tooriototo at bodgi^o bdd la mem. Ae to tbo nnhugo tepMid bf 
to^olted ^oeiiim Gofonmnt oa the export at eenetoni olloeado ood oil 

*““*** **•**•*“’*•* ProTlnctol Oofeni»ea» w» tta^ 
o^eed prom oootrol oa teton prioee, Ikoj voto 
art iaetiBcd to oaUnx ^ Uoitel FroTloote GovcraaMot for toBoetog the eanhugo. 
Cm Oormaent of lodle were, however, dieeoeetog the qaeattoa wito two 
Fiovtoctol Oomaoirtts cooeemed. Oo the qaesUoo of food eapplln lor Orteatto 
eazt poH he reiterated hie view that it would art he fair to pleoa tlM eattto boAo 
on tho OoDiNe 

Mr. Bo B. S€M, DIreetor-Genml of Food m»do n long ttnlamenl folating allo- 
gitfODi madein the Aiiombly lut waok, tiiAt n loM of fin 70 Ukbi hiM bom 
Inennod n roouli of the Oentnl Ooferninent pnrehoiing lieo from Nopal al 
prieo higber than that arrangod by tho Bengal Goforninont. Ho pointod out Uu 
tha ontira looa in the innaaetion waa not more than Ba. 5 lakha. Tho Gorom- 
mant of India, ho aaid, atoppad in boeanae tha Maharaja of Nopal protarrod that 
tho proouiomoat aboold be made by an agent of the Oentrai Oofemmont mthn 
than by an agent of the Government of Bmgal. The prieo paid waa not htihor 
than the prieo arranged bf the Bengal Government 

Bit Jog€ndra Sinah, Member. Education, Health and landa DoMrtmont, lopllod 
to eritieiama levelled againat the Grow-More-Food campaign. Giving flpiroa to 
prove tho aneeau of the campaign, Bir Jogendra Bingb aaid that during the pro* 
war period, tho acreage under rice in India waa million aeroi. After one 
yoar^ campaign, the area roao to 75 million aerea and laat year, l948-4lp tho 
acioaga roao to about 90 miiiona, aiz and quarter milliona more than tho pre-war 
acreage. Tho total aer^e under all tho major food crM for tho throe pre-war 
yoara waa about i95 milliona and at a reault of tho Grow-more-Food pBiMp^igth 
to-day, It waa over 2063 milHou aorca, and thoa there waa an incraaao of ais per 
cent in land under cultivation. Beaideo, there were araaa in tho country for whkh 
no atatlatica wore yet available. Referring to the diaoarity in production oatlmalm 
and procuTomont flgnrea, Bir Jogendra Singh explained that tbroa-fonrth of the 
population lived in vulagea and thua tho largeat conanming population ahonld have 
aomo reaarvoa for their own conaumptlon. In regard to piotootivo foqda, ~ 
milk, vegotablea and moat, Bir Jpgendra Biogh explained the many 
Govomment^ in co-operation with tho Provincial Governmentob ^ 


tho . 

Ing. The army waa producing ita own vocable reqiiiromenta. Arrangoamnta had 
boon made to procure dioael ouginoa which would bo fitted to connM oraft for 
tho quick tranoport of fiab. Government were making arrangementa for m Import 
of d^ machinery and had achomea lor the production of more milk, Ha^ now* 
ever, thought it waa extremly unlikely that during war time, Govommont would 
bo able to moot milk demanda. For aome yeara to coma they would have to 
popnlariao laeU. Government, Bir Jogendra Biogh added, were aUompting to 
procure about 1,700 traetora for tha cultivation of rcefaimod waata landa. Thqy had 
aaaiated tho Provincial Oovaromanla and Btatoa In tha ahapa of loana and jpnnia 
for tha prodnetlon of more food and had ao far apent ovm Ba. 6| mrw to ^ 
lamid. Bir Jeotmira empbaalaed that India waa In a poaitlon to Pi^uci har 
food naada, and tha Governmaot bad wprkad out a prmmaaa wh^ U oarM out 
in 16 yaaii^ promfa^ aubatontlally to loereaoa both tha carent Md nrotaotlvo food 
to tha aztant noaded to moat the rcquiitmeuta M mntry. Sir Affodrw 
addad that ha did oot wiah to depend on importa lor foi^ India mnat pipdnoaatl 
tha food aim rcquliml within tlmemutiyitaolf. M to 

find Indnatrial employment lor ot loMt 80 p« cent of the populotlon oo thto gfm 
conld bo a bnlonom mmomy. At pioicat tiioro wm tethm emo am for ohlllvm 
tion per hood of popnlatkm in too oonatry. ^Ihat lend ahonld n ot only f opd 
him. M food hlo^&om^* The urgent need to pmont wm to ianenvoSo 
phitooal and wmtal haalto of too pooplom that they eonld donhlo^ tho pmmi 


ttaalo 
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e^lD fhli wtf bntfor SM cood mk of her Minietrf of Food. They h^l 
^Mob end foiiiigbt end (hey pliuitted thdr country’e loocf prognunae loog bch)re 


11m Pr$9idmu : Too lefaied (o co-operate here. 

Mr. 8apru replied that they ncTcr rcfnaed to co-operate. What they refused 
to. do to co-operate on aubordinate tema. Bo far aa India waa concern^ abe 
m ttoder/'one man rule*’ t^day. The Food Member might delude himaelf that 
^ ecmtiolled the food aituation in India. Ue knew who controlled it and theie- 
fm for eeery^ink that happened they were entitled to blame the ayatem that 
allowed the ^'one man rule*\ 


Mr. Fapru added that if Govern men t bad imported in time the one million 
tone of foodaraina and built up the Central reserve, they could have dealt with the 
hoardm and proftteera more effectively. Government, he auggeated, ahould inspire 
eonodenee in the agricultunat. Ikey should purchase froth surplus provinces and 
pey a fair price to the cultivators and should transport the grains to deficit areas 
at Government’s coat. They should also increase the quantity of rations supplied 
and improve the quality. 

Mr. ^foMotn /mam, Leader of the Muslim League Party, referred to the Bengal 
Ciilsmity and said that the famine was not God*made but man-made and war-made. 
He eapreamd delight at Government’s promise of monetary grant. Mentioning the 
destruction of hundreds of thousands of maunds of foodgrains, Mr. Hot$ain Imam 
asked the Government to realise that food was not a factory produce, which could 
be increased or decreased by shifts. He referred to the low prices in Bengal and 
warned that if the prices fell below a certain level, production would suffer. Mr. 
Jioesatn Imam castigated the Government for paying more attention to the industrial 
TOpulaUon and the urban Mpulation as against the agricultural population. He 
demanded that the prices of the articles purchased by the grower should be brought 
down to the level of those of his own produce. The Muslim League Party leader 
criticised the U« P. Government’s decision to levy a surcharge on mustard seed and 
stated it was scandalous for the Government of I ndia to connive at it. He also 
mentioned the rising price of vegetable ghee and said that it was beyond the reach 
of the average consumer. The speaker referred to India’s cattle-wealth and said 
that India s cattle population was one-diird of the whole world but he felt sorry 
that the quality was poor. He complained that cattle were moved to foreign coun- 
tries. In conclusion, Mr. Hossain Imam expressed the visw (hat he was not in 
favour of rationing in surplus areas. 

Refuting the allegation that in the matter of purchases of JNepal rice, the 
Government of India brought it at a higher pries than had been arranged by the 
Bengal Government, Mr. B, F. Sin, Director-General, Food, made the following 
statement 


In April 1943 the Nepal Government placed an embargo on the export of rice 
from their territory as in view of the difficult rice situation in north-east 
IndU they apprehended depletion of their stocks. In October 1943. H, H. the 
Maharma kindly offered to release 1,00,000 tons in terms of rice from the 1944 crop. 
Bengal's eBent. on the spot, negotiated prices for this offer and the Govern- 
ment of Nepal fixed Rs. 6*8 and Rs. 12 as minimum for paddy and rice respec' 
oondition 'tbat the prevailing market rate across the border in Bmar 
would be fixed if it happened to be higher than the minimum. It had been aHcgcd 
that the Ooverniiient of Indiq made purchases at a '^higher price than had been 
arranged by the Bengal Government’*, resulting in a loss of Rs. 40 lakhs. The 
statement was in^rrect and misleading. Ihe Bengal Government’s agent had not 
arranged to puiehace at a certain price. He bad only bound the BengM Govern- 
ment to pay a particular minimum and bad further bound them id pay the 
market price prevailing acrosa the border if that happened to be higbcK About the 
time when Bengal's agent ttreed to thece terme the pricec In Bengal mng^ from 

Bi. 20 to Ra. 32 per mauhd for rice. 
With ^ priem In BmgM at thia level and Nepal being entitled to aak for the 
pmjdling market mte with no maximum limit, It wia evi&nt thbt Bengal’a agent 
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vnt bqA fit te oQBWBptfoB M lood* Ths mIm of tholo onoiititiii Mold aot bo 

loofi^lhoo 4(U)0a^^ uio^SiSlO^^ 

oleo iovol^ in sodi dostm tlio price of which would be ohoot Ba. iMBttk 

MCi Jf« Oibboma eeld thet even elker the war Gofemaenl woold hoft to 
ooutiftne and probably expand the eontrole whidi they had already ati^liehed over 
the prodoctioB proonxemcot and dietributioa of foodgraine. He urged Oofemaeat 
to take etcM for the preratloo of adulkeailon of foodatuffe, the continuance of 
which would canw eerioua nenace to public halth.^ Be referred In particular to 
Uie ntent of adulteation of milk and aid, aa horrified at ^e degree of adul- 
teatioD by diahoneet tradcra who are saetifieing the halth of the people for their 
own gaina. Oorernment mnat pay proper attention to thia." 

Sir N. GopaiaBwami Iyengar aaid that there could be no doubt that the food 
poaitioo to-day waa becoming definit dy better than what it had been laat yar thia time. 
Howerer. there waa much ground yet to be eorered till the ideal of proriding the 


reached. The achievementa of the Food Department ao far were laudable and their 
achievementa had been accomplished under diflieult eonditiona. fiebind the imple- 
mentation of their policy, Sir Go^laswami aaid, there had not been mobliaed that 
amount of popular aupport which could be had. I'hat was an unfortunate state of 
thinga in thia country. Mr. Sen told the Uouae of the attempts made to aaaociate 
public opinion with the Food Department. AaBOciatlon was not enough. What he 
wanted waa actual co-operation and unless other Departments of the Government of 
India co-o|)erated in producing an atmosphere in which the co-operation of a body 
of public workers, who were the only people who could mobillaa public aupport, was 
given, the large eeale food policy of the Government would not yield the result 
which it might otherwise do. Un the subject of fixing prices, Bir Oopalaswami said 
thst prices should be limited to the purchasing power of the people and within thoaa 
limits the producers should make i)rofitB but should not profiteer. Ue suggeatcd 
that other Proviiiees and States might follow the example of Madrae in the collec- 
tion of proper atatiatice. Sir Gopalaswami pleaded for giving cflVct to the Food* 
graioB Policy Committee's report, 'i'he food problem must be squarely faced and 
consideration B of finance should not deter the Goveroment. Financial pussilaoimify 
or chicken-heartedueaa would be unforgivable in a matter of life aud death to thia 


people. 

Replying to the debate. Sir J. P. SHvastava, the Food Member, thanked the 
House for the many suggestions the membeis had mads and which would be of 
extreme help to the Food Department. However, many of the pqinta raised in tbo 
debate were local problema which si'Ould have been raised with the rmpeoUve 
Provincial Governments. He deplored the tendency of introducing politics into the 
sacred sphere of food.” 'T agree,” the Food Member said, Mhat .if there wm a 
National Goveroment, they would have done probably ^tter. Bui witbln our limited 
sphere, we are trying to do our beat. If the National Government is not here, it is 
not my fault and we must all agree that in the circumsUncaa wa outaelvaa wo 
cannot leave the eUrviug man alone.'* At to why the Government of India did nM 
approach the United Blatei and Empire countries direct for their food im^rta, Bir 
Jvfola Praead aaid that they could not do so. India's requirements would be pli^ 
before the Food Council in London which was the appropriaia body wbi^ co-ordina- 
ted the aurnlnaM and damanda of the Empire countrici. There waa a Food Council 


wwwftV wc A'UVU WUUVII ua mi. 0 J ^ i* 

ted tbs surpluses and demands of the Empire countrisa. There a Food CouncQ 
in Washington compoacdof the United Naiiona who elloca^ limiUd auppliee. ^ 
iHnidon OouDcil app^ed* the Washington Conned lor 

e dot as to why the Governmeot of Indie had not npproeebed the UN^ Food 

ember said that the House should bear io mind that ^a UNB^ bad no 
Ilia UNBEA, nlao would have to go to the Food 

India was already gattlog allocationa direct from Washing^ and she oonid not 
duplicate her demende. it might be thet Indie might hi eble to get nddlllooM 
quantUiee for aiou near Burma and Chittagong fglt 

and (ba diatresa cansed in those. 

might be received would be meem DeeliPj| the •itirnttoo In tog^ ^F^ 
Member enid that Government mm Af 

Calcttttn which thn did Inst yenr. The deii^ for «• 
ctpeeially thoeooth, wee greet. yeer Ownment ;»«rtook to 




this jeer. He wee piepnred to 

the diamands cl other ports of — t ' ” 

th, CkmniBiwt fot tlw^vpw ttongi loodg r riM and ila c%attMM 
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wm wfttchiDg tbe traid. WhcB urn priM ifgbtiRd » Nuirp 
t vonM fix a afnimum priee. Tbe Oomeil at ttda etaga adjovnicd. 
Bioirra of Ivoiavb OvxKaiiB 

lOfb. MOVtillBBB :--The Oooneil diaeaBBlog oon-offieSal xfKdmIiaiia lo>day, 
Mceed to Hr. P. N. 8apru*i resolotiona reconnendiBg lo tbe Ooferaor-Geoeraf-ia 
(%noeil to take etcpe to protcet and eatmerd tbe lighte of Indiaiit bf biteteni 


(%nneil to take etcpe to protcet and eafmtrd tbe lighte of Indiant by biteteral 
agieeBMnta between tbe Oofemment of India end the Gofemment of tbe Doni- 
BtoniL Odonice and Protectoratee In which Indiana were icddent or domieited and 


India. 

Pandit ff, N. Kuntru, anpportlng tbe reeolntion, eald that in rlew of the 
experloBoe gained In Ceylon and Booth Africa, Hie Blajeatj’e Gofcmment »net bo 
approached to permit Indiana agenta to be appointed in other parte of tbe Empire 

aewell. ^ 

Mr. R. N* Bantrjee^ Secretary. Commonwealh Belatlona Department, aald Cnat 
ctforte had already been made by the Gorernment of India to bring abont bilateral 
arrangementa with countriea in tbe Oommonwealth into which onr natioBarB bad 
immigrated. In recent yeara, agreementa bad been negotiated with tbe Gorerhmcni 
of Burma and the Oorernment of Ceylon. The agreement with Burma eueouB- 
tered the atrongeat oppoaitiou in thia country and remained practically a dead letter 
owing to tbe Japaneae oecnpation of Burma. In regard to Oeylont the agreement 
wae atiU*horn aa tbe Lower Houae refused to extend ite endoraement, auniect to 
wbieh It bad been negotiated. In spite of tbe fate of the prerlona efforts, tbe Oof- 
ernment of India were still exploring tbe possibility of fresh agreements with 
those countriea—particularly in the light of tbe close intcr*dependenee of those 
countries and India, which bad been so riridly and painfully demonstrated by tbe 
present war. 


Mr. Bantrjtt referred to the appointment of India’s representatirea in South 



had made the fuUt et nae of them to consolidate our relations with Oommonwealtb 
commnnltlee. The method of improving onr relations with Oommonwealth conntries 
hy entering into Mlateral arrangements had, however, its limitatioBS. Efforts made 
to establiu closer and direct relations with a number of colonies end protectorates 
ahioh were now under the direct control of His Me]ctty*s GoTcrnmcut bed not 
been eneeesafal. Mr. BanerlN eaid that overtures made by the GoTernment of 
India lo appoint Agents or Bepresentatives in the three Oerribean Ooloniee, in Fi]l 
and in East Africa had not met with a favourable response so far. Bilateral nnder- 
standing pre*snppoeed the exietenoe of a bilateral disposition to enter into snob 
underetandiog. Mr. Sapm’s reason for advocating bilateral agreements, he under- 
stood, was that it wae detirable to enter into direct relatione with those eonntries, 
partienlarly, after they had attained a wider measure of eelf •government. ^Events 
and onr expmienoe do not”. Mr. Banerjve said, “however, justify snob optimism 
abont tbe willingness of ssif-goveming units of tbe Oonimon wealth to enter into 
bilateral agreementa. Ihe Bouse will appredste my anxiety to avoid any reference 
to the unideeaeul detcile of this aspect of the history of Indian immigration into 
the Oommonweelth eonntrles. But, daring the last two generations, the position of 
ludianc in eertain countries hes deieriorsted in direct proportion to the mcaiute of 
eelf-wovemment attained by them. With increavlng powera of •elLgOTemment, tome 
of theae oouutriea have deprived our nationals domiciled in them of dvil lighte 
whieh they had already enjoyed.” Mr. Bsnerjee eaid that he was only drawing 
attenlion to them to emphasise thst bilaterel agreemente would not be leesible in 
the oaae of aeveral of Gommonweslth countries. The Government of India, Mr. 
Bauerjea eontinued, could not poeeibly divest themsdvee of their moral reapon* 
dbiUty te the welfare of those Indians, partienlarly so long as the governmenta 
(ri Iboae eonntriea persisted in denying them the rights cl full citiSMshiu. Mr. 
Banea^ecicoooladi^, said that Mr. Sapm’s proposal waa in oonsoBanoe with the 
polto which the Oovernment of India had already been punuinm and he essured 
the Bouse that Government would examine all hb anggeationa Rr making i feller 
and more exteasife uae of the method of bilateral niioeiataiiding. 
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ONI Qmraniot had not mtda miitebto ftmuiMMDti for 0 m tmtauiO «l dhokn. 
Bo itiioitik d 0Mi aon doeton ahoM be^imMed for niiof wamaaxm ond odcqaifto 

^^dSr%gmtdrja Singh, Mottbor lor HoolUi, oeceptiiig 0io wolafloB. loid Ihol 
1 m did iiel orM to minimia tho dimter in Bihar* Gholefii, he added, had aaoniMd 
0M tea id a Hntlofrt epidemie thia year and the eholtf a aortaiilf vaa h^te 
fhao in aoj Tear in the fiaat 80 jan except 1918 and 1930. He alao aferred to 
0M mawa of ifaeiiia in certala parta of the prorlooa. ^Tha amio xeaponaibility for 
aaamfM 1o deal arlfch opidemla.*' aaid Sir Jogendn Singh, ^'seated with the 
Pio^dal Goraniaeni.* But we had done what we could to aaaiat thoa.* Iho 
dUnonltf of the Frofkieial GoTornaent. he deelarcd, wa the lack of peiaonnel. The 
military anthoritia had gWen aaaiatauM by lending 23 army doctora* Sir Jogendra 
Singh deaeribed the relldf aeaenrea of the Bihar Gorernment and the aMMtanee 
glfoa by the Gofemaent of indie in rapect of the BU|[^y of quinine and anti- 
aatarla dmga. He aaid that cholera could not be eliminated till water-aupjply and 
aanitation wea raatly improved. In thia connection, he referred to the Provincial 
Government*^ aohema tor the improvementa of the rural water-supply and the 
drainage of water-logged areai. Sir Jogendra referred to the Shore Committee, 
which waa invatigating the problem d health, and aaid that bousing and aanitation 
were the moat important factora in what waa known aa "aocial medicine.** He 
hoped that the Government, in co-operation with the provinca. would evolve a 
puDlie health policy thereby aecuring better living conditiona for the people. 

The reaolutlon waa paaaed nnanimontiy. The Houae then adjourned. 

PoBiTiow OF Indians in 8. A E. Afbioa 


17tb. NOVEMBER The struggle for obtaining recognition of the rights of 
Indiana as full citissna would be kept alive and would not stop till the goal was 
reached, declared Mr. N. Banerje§, Secretary, Gommonwallh Relationa I^pari- 
ment, initiating the debate on South Africa in the Gonncil of State to-day. Mr. 
Banerjee explained that the Government of India had not apared any efforte to 
avoid the eltaation that had arisen in South Africa. The Government had through- 
out msintaiocd the maximum poasible pressure on the Union Government on 
tlx oocaeione and left them in no donbt that nalae a aatiafaetory solution was 
evolved, we would have no alternative to taking counter-mMsurea. Mr. Banerjee 
empbaalMd that thia waa not the first time that auch ditcriminatory meaturea bad 
baen adopted against Indiana. Tha present was only one of a long aerla of 
diacriminatory measurce though it had tha effect of ihe last straw on the camera 
back. "It is true”, aaid Mr. Banerjee, **that South Africa-le formally a it in 
tha British Oommonwalth. But, even as such, theirs ia virtually an independent 
Government end the Houee will realise that auch a Government ia not likely to be 
amenable to advice or preaure even from Hie Majesty '■ Government in matters 
affaeting the selMntereat of the rnltng olaesea. Tha House is aware that moat, if 
not all, of the discriminatory meaiurea in South Africa apply formally to all 
Aalatioa. There ia a sprinkling of Japanere and Chineae nationals in the Union 
who are also affected by theee meaenree. It ia intereating to note that the Govern- 
menta of them two oountriea have not so far baen able to protect their national 
m'amrea Involving racini discrimination.** Referring to the measnrea taken by the 
Government, Mr. Banerjee said that the Indian Legislature bad paaaed the Reeipro- 
eity Act and all the effective provisions of the Act bad been enforced. He spoke 
of the demand for the recall of the High Oommiseioner and the aeverance of trade 
relatione. The Government, he eald, had not decided not to resort to Uieae 
meainrea. They were conalderiag them most energetically day by day. He aeked 
the Houee to realise thit the deoluon about the eeverance of trade relatione wonld 
be a momantont'one. Mr. Banerjee eonclnded : "That we have made a banning in 
tha enforcement of retalietory meaenree should be some evidence that we can take 
auch other measures aa may be open to oa. I can repbat the Hon*ble Member's 
aisntanoe in the Lower House that our inability to make an Immediate annonnoe- 
ment ihonld not be attributed to any lumwarmnesa on our part and that no 
nndna delay will ooenr in taking a deoialon.** 

Pandit H. N. Kunaru deplored that the Governmant of India ahonld have 
amtd io the rreioria Agiooiueuk. He niged that the Government of India ahonld 
Idva notiea of termination of the Indo-Sonth African Tkada Agreement and impose 
economic aanotiona againit that eonatry. Hothing, ha aaid, eonld be worse than the 
hiamlliatloii impoaed npon Indb by tha Icglalation paaaed by the Natal Oonndl. 
Uite the Gorarnmant of India ware prqpaied to retaliata wlUi all tha powe 
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Sulf WAMiid. Indiau would bo tiootad with oooiomiil in ovorj nnrt ol.tewoilft 
Bf SM impoiltton ol ooonomie aoncUonL Pondit Naairo nnid, uratn nrifbl infir» 
bnl Snoneud eonaidontiono afaonld not m ollowod to woifb In Ibo mNw of IndinNi 
oalf«ciBpeot and aatioaal boaoor. Ha alao aifod tbo looall tS lading BfSb Com- 
miaaioaor. Whatbar it would bo poaaibla for India to aomipd SouiA Afrioa to 
ehaaea bar raoUl poliej or acit, it waa inennib«it on India to Tlndlaala bar aalN 
India, ha aaidi waa not dgbting for baraaK alona, bat lor tba whola of 


Dr. N. S. Khar$^ Member, Oommoawaalth Ralatfona, daniad Ibat tba Oom* 
meat of India warn a party to tba Pratorla Agreement. No doubt. Qovmmant ga?a 
thair moral aupport to the Agreement If tba South African IndiBn Congraao onoM 
to an agreement with the Union Gorarnmant, how could the Gofamumt of India 
prarent it T After ail, there wta aome kind of occupational aegragation of a fOlun- 
tary character even in thia country, though there waa no law agalnat anyone 
acquiring property anywhere. In big citiea, one aaw, either by a natural prooaaa of 
aelectioo or convenience or agreement, that people belonging to tba aama elaaa or 
profeaaion lived in particular areaa. Dr. Knare aaaarted that there waa no delay on 
the part of the Government of India in taking afeepa againat the South Afnean 
Government On the contrary. Government acted promptly aa aooii aa the third 
reding of the Occupation Order waa paaied by the Natal Council. '*Hava yon 
imaginad,’* Dr. Share aaked, **anytntng ao prompt with the Government of India 
before now?*’ On Government'a part, there never waa any lack of viaion. If the 
Government of India had the neceaaary powera, they would have acted differently. 
They had. however, taken the neceaaary atm and were watching the raanlta. ’’'fha 
tragedy of the aituation ia.” Dr. Kbare aaid, ’’that Indiana are allowed to light 
for the liberty of every other country In the world, bnt^ India can do nothing 
to better the condition of her own kith and kin.” The major part ol the Afriean 
campaign, he aaid, waa borne by Indiana who fought loaave South Africa. Keply* 
ing to the criticiam that the Government of India ahould not Interfere in the 
domeatic iaauea of South Africa, Dr. Share aaid that if full oitiaenahip righte were 
given to Indiana, then, India would have no canae to interfere. Thia war, he eaid, 
waa being fought againat Naziam and Faaciam and theae ahould be rooted out not 
only from Italy. Germany and Japan, but from South Africa, or America or India. 
In regard to economic aanctiona. Dr. Share aaid that the Government were etndy- 
ing the queation. The difficultiea of India not getting an adequate aupply of wattle 
bark had been pointed out . He thought we could do without them. ’T am not 
latiafied with mere barking," Dr. Sha.*e concluded, ’'but I want to bite." 

The Maharajadhiraja of Darhhanga aaid that it waa true that we were not in 
a poaition to retaliate. He aaked H. M. G. to toke a bold atand and tell OenerM 
Bmuta that, if he peraiated in following the policy of racial diacrlmlnation, the 
foroea of the reat of the Empire would be arrayed againat him to bring him to 
aubmiaaion. "if H. M. G. were to juatify the South African Government’e notion", 
the apeaker aaked, "can we not legitimately aak what ^nefita we derive by ^being 
within the Empire T What protection do we get by belonging to the Brltiah 
Commonwealth of Nationa ?’* 

Sir N. Oopalaswami Iyengar aaid that the European Group had bleaaed the 
application of the Reciprocity Act and apparently approved of the auggmtion to 
recall the High Commiaaioner, but were oppoaed to impoaition of mnomio aenc« 
tiona. He aaid that application of economic aanctiona would be prejndleial to 
European intereata and not Indian intereaU. Sir N. Gppalaawami alao contended 
that war elTorta would not be impaired and the liberation of Indiana from the 
Japaneae occupied territoriea could be carried out with the rmuroea we have. India, 
however, waa not going to aolve the problem until abe waa Independent and able 
to deal with the South African Government on equal terma. ^ . 

Mr. P. N. Sapru aaid that the poaition of Indiana in South Af^n! rniaed 
the fundamental iaaue of the relationahip betwepi white and non*whlte raeea of 
^kind. He wanted to know what the SecntaiT of Bute tor done In 

the matter. He knew It would not be conatitutiraatly correct for HMG to v^ the 
NaUl Councii’a deciaion but even then they could ® 

the Government of India ahould not enteruio any Boutn African na Sottaj 

in departmenU. The tr^ agreement with that country ahould be terminated 
and economic aanctiona ahould be Tmpoaed, 1 m mhL « t ^ i t ... 

IK Hoeeain Imam aaked whether IndU WM ff^Sng 
Britlah Oommonwealth of Nationa. Nearly 78 p«o^ of theSc^^ato SmA 

Aftiea weii non-Whltea and yet thgy were tnated ae davee. He aaked why HMG 
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M sot mof« In the matter. The leaeon to him appeared db?iooo. Nooe of the 
United, Natlone had oleaa hande. America had her eolonr problem. France had 
her eolooiale to exploit and India waa aa example of the Britieb rule. The U88B 
alone, it appeared to him, had abowed Joedoe and equity to other natione. 

llr. (hbmm aiid that the Earopean eommnnity fully anpported any meeenrea 
that might be eonaidered fit to be taken in anpport of Indian eiaima, bnt with 
aome qoalifleationa-HinallfloationB which were very largely In the intereata of 
Indiana themeelyea. lin a matter in which feeling ran extremely hkh. it waa of 
great importance that eery careful conaideration ahonld be given before any etepe 
were actually taken ao ae to make perfectly cure that eueb action would not 
eventually be prejudicial to the very people whom they aet out to protect. He 
thought that no action ahonld be taken which might prejuaicially affect Uie war 
effort. While agreeing that South Africa waa reaponaible lor the aituation, he 
aaked the Houae to remember that, among the bbjeeta of the Allied armiea waa the 
liberation of oountriea auoh aa Burma, Malaya and the many Indian priaonera of 
war in Japaneae handa. Subject to thoae conalderationa their aympathiea were for 
the Indiana in South Africa in their *atruggle for the eatabliahment of full 
democratic and civic righta.' 

Mr. R, N. Banerjpe, Secretary, Oommonwealth Belationa Department, winding 
up the debate, gave the aaauranca that Government attached the greateat impor- 
tance to the aeiitimenta expreaaed in the Houae. Explaining the Government of 
India'a point of view towarda the Pretoria Agreement. Mr. Banorjee aaid that It 
waa entered into between the committee of the Natal Indian Congreaa, aa repreaent- 
big four-ftftha of the Indian population, and the Union Government. Out of 81 
members of the committee only 14. aaid to be Oommuniata, diaaented. The 
Government of India did not feel called upon to interfere. It was a voluntary agree- 
ment and Government did not commit themaelvea in any way. 

Pandit Kunzru aeked whether the Government would once more preaa Hia 
Majeatv'a Government to allow them to apply cconoiuic sanctions. 

Mr. Banorjee replied that the Government would take a decision on the matter 
aa aoon aa poaaible. 

Pandit Kunzxa aaked whether it meant that the Government of India were 
going to take a decision theme dvee without reference to hia Majesty’s Governmeut. 
Sic Firox Khan Nuoa, Defence Member, intervening, explained that in hia experi- 
ence during the last two years, there had not been a single instance in which they 
had not taken a decUioii in accordance with their own opinions. Pandit Knnzru’a 
suggesaion, he Uiought, waa an insult to the members of tlic present Government 
aud they could not tel! him anything more. 

Pandit Kunzru : I am not aakiog you. I am putting the question to Mr. 
Banerjea. 

Mr. Banerjre replied Uiat some margin of discretion should be left to the 
Qoverlunenb^ in the framing of the rules and coming to a decision. He also conai- 
dered that it might not be io our own intereata to divulge them at the present 
stage. The House adjourned till November 20. 

Official Bills Passed 

XOtk NOVEMBER '.^ThC' Council held a brief sitting to-day, at which it passed 
tba Btlla temporarily to amend the Indian Patents and Deaigna Aet 1911, the Bill 
further to amend ilia Coffee Market Expsneiciu Act, i042, the Bill further to amend 
the Delhi Joint Water and Sewags Board Act 19'J5. aud the Bill to conaoUdate and 
amend the law lelating. to Government Securittea issued by the Central Govern- 
menl and to the management by the Rcaerve Bank of India of the Public debt of 
«he Central Government. These Bills had been paaied by the Legislative Assembly. 

The Council then adjonrned till the next day. the Slat November when It 
adjourned tim die after adopung a resolNtion regarding the construction of a per- 
manent food and ngricutture organisation of the united natiooa. 



The Central Legislative Assembly 

Auluma Seiiioa — 1st. to 21at. Novomber 1944 

Misusk OF National Wae F|u>irT Fonob 

The J^otnl LegisistiTe Assembly, whioh oorniaeaead iis aatamu session 
at New Delhi on (he 1st Novesiber t044, leieeled wirhonl s difislon NawabMada 
lAaaai Alt s sdjoorament motion to discuss "the fsiluie of (lie GoTernordeDersI* 
in-OouDcil to pre?ent and stop tbe misuse of the National War Front orgauisatiou 
by Ae provineial leader of the Punjab branch, Jddlik JChizar ffaifat Khan, who 
has brnn utiliains the National War Front organisation for propaganda in fasour 
of collection of rands for a political party, the Zamindara Lrague, tiie rcl>y creating 
a^jgreat^si of hostiiity among a large section of the people against the Nationid 

Breaking on his motion, the Nawabtada explained that according to Lord 
Linlithgow who inaugurated it, the Nadonal War Front was to be non-communal 
end non -polities] in the sense that no pronsgands hi farour of a particular political 
party was to ^ ooudueted from the platform of that organ iastioo and all paiitiea 
who were willing to strengthen the Home Front were entitled to join tliat orgsttl* 
sation. But unfortunately, now that <the war waa eemiiig to a close, tliere were 
people who were making this omsnisstion into a politieal parly mseliinr. He was 
sorry that the Qoremment of India had failed In ita duty to stop rhe misuse of 
this oivsnlsation. 

Mr. Ohiatuddin congratulated the National War Front on winning Nawabxada 
Liioat Ali Khan as a weil-wiaher and aupporter, (laughter). He jxxnt^ out that 
the run job Le^alature had giren the fullest support to the war effort of the AUiea 
and the Punjab Premier as the servant of the people and of the legislature wae 
bound to 4uiiry out the orders of tbe Legislature. Mr. ObiAsuddin eonteudid thm 
was nothing wrong If the Premier of tbe Punjab, who held more than one pubno 
poaitioii, rereived addreases from more than one organlssiioii at one sikI the same 
meeting or waa presented with purees on behalf of difftieut organisstions. Ihe 
Leader of the Punjab National War Front derived the commendation of the House, 
deelsred Mr. Ghissuddin. 

Captain Dalpat Singh opposing tbe motion spoke strongly iti supiiort of the 
Punjab Premier. He attributed* the motion to the quarrel between the Unionists 
and the Muslim League. 

Mr. Nauman seeerted that even if Mr. Churchill nsrd for bis Conservative 
Party in England the funds at any organiearion eimilar to tne National War Front 
he would be condemned. 

Montana Zafarall declared that Malik Rbizsr Hayat Kban was doing Immenas 
harm to the war effort for the purposea of tbe Zamindsra League. He said that 
Ra, 20 lakhs bad been collected under tbe National Wnr Front movement and it 
waa wrong if anything of this was used to atrengtben the Unionist Party or ths 
Zamindara League. The Mussslroana of the Punjab acre no whit less anxious 
for the BiiecesBiul prosecution of the war than Bialik Kb<zar U.*iyat Khan. Even 
Mahatma Gandhi, aaid Maulana Zafarali, hsd declared himstif to be pro-Btitisb 
and wished their victory against tbe Germans and the JspMiieee. 

Mr. Lai Chand Navalrai thought it had not betn proved that the money 
collected for the National War Front had been used for /.Hmiudara League. 

Bit SuUan Ahmed, Member for Information and Broadcasting (under whose 
Department the National Wsr Front came) said there was nothing to show that 
the Front was not( doing its legitimate work, nor wse there any evidence of boetility 
between the people and the Front. With regard to the ailegaiion of misuee ol 
the National War Front for party purposes, Bii Bultsn said be got in touch with 
tbe Punjab Premier who wns leader of the Front. Malik Khisar Heyat Khan had 
given the assurance that there was no aueb miaase at sit. No further action was. 
therefore, taken on tbe allegations. An unduly violent difference of opinion existed 
between the Punjab Premier and the Bluallm League, Hir Bul an went on. He 
urged, Uierefore, tnat the House ehoiild consider the quts’hin from s disiiiu rested 
point of view. Bialik Ebixar Hayat Khan had given a Mtegorical denial of the 
allegations and Bir Bulten was hsppy that the denial bad ton supported by three 
members of tbe Honac. Tbe NationsI War Front and tbe Zamitora Lj^a had 
a common atm so far as support to the wsr effort wae coucernedi but tlieffe 
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Ollier tblnge In the SSamindem Leegne vhlch hid no piece in the Kitionil Wir 
Front. No fundi were colipctcd it the NnUonil Wir Front meetingi ind the fict 
thnt iddrciiri from differcKt orii.au iiitioni were preeeuted at then meetiiifia did not 
militite lEiiitit Milik Khizur fliyat Khan acting ai the leader of the National 
War Front or ai Premier. The Huuie, Sir Sultan inerted, ihould not be influen- 
ced bf party troublei, which iinfortnniteW eziited Iti that prorince. 

Sardar Sant Singh laid he would not aik why the Deputy Leaden of the 
Moelem League Party did not riiic qneition in North-Weit Frontier, Ikugil 
Amm or Sind and why the Punjab alone wai ehoeen. The motive behirid the* 
motion miuht be queittonible, but. said Sardar Sant Singh, on. merit! the motion 
wii loutid and tho Government oi India ahonid turn ita attention to them. Sirdar 
Sant Singh took imcihI exception to Civil Servant! being uifd for the purpoae of 
Fartiiaii propaganda and for the collect um of party fnndi. I’he facta given by the 
mover were correct : people in the Punjab ar.w them and knew of them but were 
not vocal beciuee or Defence of India Rttlea. 

Cloiure wa4 moved at thii atage and the Houie agreed by votea to 38. 

Nawahzada Liaqat Ali Khan, replying to the debate, aaid he wai aorry that 
membera of the House should have thought fit to drag in political quarrels of the 
League and the Cniouiat Pnity. “I have not brought forward this motion because 
it ia a quarrel between the Premier of the Pu-ujiib and the Mosiem League. Let 
me asanro the leader of .the IJouao and other membera of the House that th» Muslim 
League, thank Go<l. to-day does not need the support of membera of this House to 
fight its political qnarrils with oftitera (cheers). The Moslem League has brought 
down bigger men than Malik Khizur Hayat Khan.’* He brought the motion for- 
ward because he felt this was a matter which was going to idfeet the public life 
and the working of the democratic parliamentary system of Government in :his 
country very seriously. It seemed to be the Goveriiment’a intention to continue 
thia orgsmaaitoii even after the war. It this organiaation was used for aucli pur- 
poaei, as he hod described, then it would indeed be a sad day for this conn try. 

The matiou was pul and negatived without a divinon. 

Drbatb osr Food Pooition 

Bod. NOVEMBER 8t/' /. P* Srivaatava, Food Member, iuiiiating the Food 
Debate in the Aascmbly to-day. announced that 650,000 tons of foodgrains bad 
already been received, 95,000 tons bad been 8bip|)ed and an additional suO.GOO tons 
bod h^n promised for the quarter ending December 1944. 'The Government 
of India arc acutely conaeioua of the need for eecuring an adequate a mount of 
wheat impotti for luccessfulty handling the problem of the country," continued the 
Food Member, "and I can assure the House that we shall spare no effurls to urge 
upon U.M.G. the need for their takiog appropriate meiaurea for giving us the 
imports we reauire.** Sir Jwalaprasad alao informed the Houae of hia proposal to 
set on in the Food Department a food planning section, the msiu purpose of which 
would bj to study the whole queatiem of long-range food policy and planned deve- 
lopment of food economy in India, so that in post-war India, tlie people of this 
couutrv could look forward to having more food, better food and balanced food. 
The Food Meiulier pro^^eeded: *'l claim we have been able to do four things. 
Firstly, we have secured the reeogiiiiiou of an all-India policy steadily pursued with 
a common direcliju and a common aim. la spite of conatitutional and other diflS- 
culiiea— to overcome* which a good deal of tact and patience was required— we have 
been able to secure the acceptance of the broad ti-st that those w^ have must share 
their aupply with those who have not. Secondly, we have controlled prices. 
Thirdly, we have been able to prevent the occurreuce of serious local shortages and 
improved the stocks of gram in the hands of Governments and auminis- 
trailous all over India. Fouithly— and 1 attach the greateat importance to this-* 
we have been able to restore confidence in the ibllity of Government to control the 
■ituatioii. Cjufldrnce is perhsps best nflected in prices. The steady downward 
movement of prices < i the principal food pains is to my mind proof positive of tlio 
returning confidence." He concluded: "While food has clearly demonstrated the 
Deed for central direc'tion, it has, if anything, more clesily demonstrated the econo- 
mic unity of the country, the iiitr-rdei^eudencc of the provinces and States and the 
need and capacity for common effort in a common catiee. Nothing can 
be achieved if food is regarded as sonn thing which really dues not matter or as 
something which cau be made the sport of private or tH)liiical profit or privilege. 
We can only sncf-ie.t if the nation as a whole is determined as if it bclicvis in 
poesibility of succests." 
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DEBATE OK FOOD POBITION 


Earlier ID hie epr^ rood Mcaibcr dealt wilh the iHoatUNi Id the proffaieea. 
nt Mid of iMt year, he oei^eaw the appeeranee of perbape the biggeet harffel 
th^ had e?er aecn. The GofemneBt of lodta midertook to feed OilcQlta te a 

K riod of 12 montbe and up*to date a total qQaDtity of 4.7S.OOO tone of food-mioe 
d been The GoTernDient of. B^gal antioi|»atcd being able to 

proeure a total of TOO.OOu tone and the quantity they had to far auree^cd in proenr* 
lug wee well in ezeese of that amounts The food aituation at far aa rice waa con* 
oetned wm now Miy over practically all tbe areaa in Bengal and the eubdiflalonal 
arerage of rice prices in the province was to day in the neighbourbood of Rs. 18 
per maund as against the level of Bs. 15 it had reached in tbe first-balf of Mareh 
1944. It was tbe set policy of tbe Government of India, the Food Member addedL 
to try iti best to see that the statutory ration throughout tbe country did not fall 
Wow 1 lb. a day. To-day the number of towns rationed waa 400 and the popula- 
tion affected was 42, 0i 0,000. This was in additiou to tbe rural areas in places like 
Travancqre. Cochin. Bombay province and now Malabar. The successful ezecution 
of rationing, be said, depended upon two factors, via., the willitigness of the surplus 
administrations to fall into line and the willingncM of deficit aiimiiiistratioos to 
accustom their people, if necessary, to the use of food-graine other than those to 
which they bed been normelly accustomed. He could eee visible signe of progress 
in both those directions. Dealing with the proapecis for tbe coming year, Bir Jwata 


ill l ift 


prospect of this year. He believed met while we could not expect a bumper harveat 
of either rice or millets in any part of the country, taking the country as a whole, 
the Kharif crops would be about average, perhaps a little less in some erese and a 
little more in other areas. Even that statement could only be made with great 
caution, aa much would depend n^Hin weaiher c^onditiona in the uezt two montbe. 
But enough was known to make them empbaeise tbe need for care and eantlow in 
the administration of the food |>olic 3 ‘ in the coming 12 mouths. Ibe Bilver*liulng in 
the situation was the more optimistic position regarding Imports end if that poeBibn 
was maintained he thought we should be able to go through nezt year without baaing 
to fact any calamity of a ma)or magnitnde. But much would turn upon the if&ol- 
ency and aucceasful conducting of procurement operations both in the deficit and 
anrplua regions, he continued, and if possible increased willingness of eurplue ed* 
ministretione to share in tbe ell-Indie food burden, tbe further eztensioD of ration- 
ing. tbe maintenance of price control, the easing of transport condiflona,^ tiie viglfaiiee 
of the department end above ell tbe understanding and co-opesarion of leaders of 
non-ofificial opinion. 

Thbrs AiinoifBiiTS Moved 

Three amendmeiits were moved. One running to about 5C0 woidt was in th^ 
name of Sir Ziauddin, Iteuggested various mcuures to coutroi the entire prodoe- 
tlon of footeains in India, to collect atatiftics and to assot^iate non-officiala in dia- 
tribntion. The second amendment moved by Haji Ef§ak Sait criticised the Govern- 
ment’s mcMnses and declared, among other things, that eo-oidination betwetn supliia 
and deffeit areas was entirely wanting. Ihe third waa a Congresa party amendment 
moved by Prof. Benga, declaring that grain pricea in most places were ancconomi- 
eally low for producers and the failure of the Govemment to aubsidlse food eonenm- 
ption of poorest consumers in towns enJ villaget was bitting bard the produetia 
and conanmora. 

Prof, Ranga condemned tbe Government'e food policy ee inimical to the 
peaaenta and favourable to the profiteers. There was a clamour for lowering the 
prices of foodstuffs and he wished that the seme amount of pressure was eiertcd on 
the industrialists to lower the prices of their goods and services. He charged ^ 
Provincial Governmenti with profiteering ia collusion with tbe middleman# He 
etrongly erlticieed the way in which the proi-urement plan was being carried out by 
the village officers who wrung foedgrains from tbe bands of tbe peeasute without 




Ituiet to grow more fOM than to atsure him cconomie prices, to 
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•b!e to fwjr off hit Mcuntilfttid debt of nanjr icorn. Mr. Deshmukh •lleccd that the 
Proriodif Govemmeiitii oompalMiriW proenrod foodgrains feom tlia agmHuriat ,at 
a low price and wfaen the agnenlturm bimiall wantea food, ha bad to gM it fmn 
the Oovemaient at a higher prioa. la aome areaa millata which waa tba ordiaary 
food ot the people baii oean proouifd with auch tbroughnaaa that Uia people bad to 
lira on groundnut, uU .cake and guc. 

Tbc BAnTiARPim Rw. Btaudv AoctOBiirT 

The Asaembly neat eatriad, by 50 rolea to 49, Mr. Mtaman*# adjournment 
motion to eenauve the Qorernment on the E. I. Railway adminiatration'a failure to 
proride ligbti at Bakhtlarpnr Jnnctlon itation reeulting in an aeddant in which 
nine panoni ware run orer and killed on September 26. Mr. Naunan (Moal<^m 
League) eaid be peraonally want to the etation after the accident and made enquinee. 
Ha got the evidence of 12 or 13 pereooa of all commonitiee and all of tbam aaid 
there waa no light of any rarietv on Uie plaifoim escept one in the Awiiatant 
Station Maeter*a omea. Ha aaeerted tnat was the poeition not only on that oiftht 
but It bad bean the caea for aoma m<mtba. Peoi le on the platform bad not been 
eireii any warning of the approach of anv up train. Mr. Nauman declared that 
Goreriunent had paid no hitd to the public demand ior an enqui^. 

Dmomnoir jow Bombiy 15 Tsabb* Flaw 

3r6. WOVEIontR The Areaeiably to-day took up Sir Ziauddin Ahmad^s reao- 
lution recominendtirg to tba Gorarnor Genetal-in-Council *^not to antartain the 
procramme of ftfteni yeara* plan prepared by the jcapitaliete of India. Dieruaeion 
on it had not concluded when the Houee roae for the day. Sir Ziauddin aaid that 
the plan failed in two important aepecU, namely, that it failed to provide for 
iiicrcaaing the |>iirchaiiDj; power of the maeaei and lor the alimmation of unamploy- 
ment Quoting Pandit Jawabarlal Ndnru be aaid that an eeaeatial pre-requliiiia of 
ptenning wm complete freedom and tndmudence of the country andT tha removal of 
anteroar control. Sir Ardaehir Zhdal had told the fiauee to-day that the Gorern- 
ment of Itidta bad accepted the objeeliraa of the Id^year plan. But, aaked Sir 
Zhuddin, had he accepted the conditiona precedent to inch a ploa ? Balerring to 
the poeition of rupiia tonlay Sir Zhuiddin aaid that pHfcbaaing power of the rupee 
waa ire nnoati and adked what happmed to the iwniaining alavan annaa f The plan 
claimed to treble the income. The finance Member, Sir Ziauddin aaid, could do it 
by imuing an Ordinance that wheiarar there waa one rupih it Mionld oa treated aa 
three rupcca- If tlm purebaaing power waa not oonaiderad an important Metor then 
tiic irtbling of the iiiooma wai of no value. The real object ahouM be that the 
purchasing power of the iadividual abould ba increaiad. If money waa a maaauring 
rod tbcu it must have a definite purdhtMog poiwar. Sir Ziauddin proceadad to eay 
that it looked ae though iuduatrimliata no had got • oartaia atandaid of profit 
during * the war wanted to etabiliae it after the war. The qnaaSon of agri- 
cultufiati who formed 03 percent of the popnlntkm had not bean anminad. Land 
for agricuUure waa very important aa the popnlntion of the conntry waa incraaaiog 
at the rate of five niillioae par annum and nt the and of 15 yeara the population 
would have inercaied by 75 millione. Cottage indnatriaa had been neglected. Sir 
Ziauddin continued. He asked whether the big manufacturera would part with 50 
per cent ot their yam produotiou for cottage Tnduatriea. Concluding, Sir Ziauddin 
aaid: "Our iuduatrialiita are not intereated In the aubiliaatioo of prieaa but atabi- 
Itiation of profile and are not iotfreated in the greater problems in finding employ- 
ment, or in the development of eottege Indostriee." Ae regarde tba object of the 
plan, they wanted priority for basic iuduetriee and to use the sterling balanoei for 
the import of heavy maohluery, 

Mr. Ts S, Amnaahiliniiam Cheitiar moved an amendment on behalf of the 
Congress Party recommending to ibe Governor Qenaral-in-Counctl that an elected 
committee of the House consisting of not more than 15 members be appointed for 
the purpoea of conaidering the several plana for post-war economic development of 
Iiidia, agricultural and induatrial, with inatroations to report to tba house. Mr. 
Chettlar declared that any acbema of aconomie development of the country must ba 
on the basis that it thonld be administered antirely from the point of view of the 
meaaee of thia country, llie aole aim of tiia plan should be the raialog of their 
economic statue. The peoidn ahould have greater purohaaiug power ; not more 
money but more comforta. Flanniog ahould not ciaata big indnetrlal aataUiah- 
menta which made tba rich richer and tba poor poorer. Big Induatrial calablwh- 
manta, such aa the automobile, aircraft and nilwaya, muat oa atate-owned and ion 
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from tb^ point of ?iew of fhe drvplopm* i>t of thn country ■« n whole end not for 
profit-meinnff. The dfrelopmciit aimed nt mtsM b*** mainly •;'rirnUnrel. 

Sir Vtt^al Chandamrkar congrututi. ed ‘In- Viceroy «*ii iii 9 com age. in invitliijg 
one of the entbon of the Bombay plan to pin M« Executive Coiiiiril. It meant in liia 
view that the Government of India were acriiMiA mul aiuccre in titfir effort to promote 
and 1 repare a acheme which when a Ni«tion:.l (iurernment came into office eonld be 
put into effect. 

Mr. MiHnnifr, dicfmting the fiiiggeetion tl*.Htw «ilr mg Centre wae needed to 
carryout economic controle, dcciarrd ihntjwlirt Fucert^a had been achieved in tlie 
matter of control wai achieved becauM; of^tfic ^o.opnntion of provincea in their 
own intereata. and control was defeated by the very rtction or group of capitaliata 
%vlio were the authora of the Bombay plufi, whoac inteieat vrua not served 
by control, throve on black marketing ur.d wanted to make bay while the 
Bun abono. 

Mr. Venkntachalam Chatty thought thnt the Bombay plan wn<i an answer 
to the cry that the country miF-ing il«e bus breanae of the abneiice of constructive 
planning. The Bombay plan. In Ida view, had l>c(n fully jumlQed by the number 
of other plana which frllowcd its pnhIicHiion; even Oovtrnment thonttht it neevs* 
f^ary to appoint one of the authors of the t Un as a member for post-wnr 
development 

Further d<‘bite on the rGB«/tiifion was adjou:n<‘d till the next non-ofCcial day. 

Protmction or New i^Ej.ni Mo.sques 

Earlier the A^Hembly r:i*fcied by 80 votes to l7. Sir Muhammad Yamin 
Khan'a reFuliition aRking for proi er lei air a;fd protection of moiques in New Delhi. 
The rf«olutinn tecomm^mlcd to (iovcinn.t nt to itiBtiiirt the department concerned to 
allot all thofie i^ungalowB i<. the compniiid r.f whiih nnnquip were situated only to 
Muallm cmidnyeca of Government, who eV.. ultl be ii.-'ri cted not to obatruct or 
stop their Miihlim aervaiitH or viaitoia from buyin}: pravcin in such moeques ; and 
to instruct, the New Deilii Municipal Committee that tiny sliOuld give f^rmission, 
without dflay, on prcflcntation of ui i liratioi.s 1 y tl.e Muslima for tbe repair of or 
restoration to the old position ( r rr-hi.iiding with aonn* alttred deeigiis of moEOuea 
•ituatrd either io tne compound of any Oovi rnment bungalow or on any place 
Bunounded by Government or Miiiiicipal property. 

KcoNOMir: Sanctions Against Sodtii Africa 

6th. NOVEMBER :~The Aesembly to-day pasRed without a diviaion 
Dr. Khartt'H motion that the position of Indians in South Africa and I^C 
Africa be taken into consideration, with the amcndmeiitN moved by tbe Congreaa 
Party and by Mr. Hi onri! bboy L:lj :c aekiiig tbnt poivera under tbe Reciprocity 
Art he 8P]ilird auaiuat South African natioufllH in India, that the Indian High 
ConimisMoner in South Africa be recalled and that economic sanctiona be enforced 
agaioat South Africa and Kasi Africa, 

Th the course of the d-'bate, Nauahjada Liaquat Alt IHian, Deputy Leader of 
Moslrro League Party, and Mr. Rhulabbai iKsni. l.iMiler of the Congreaa Plariy, 
demanded that in addition to the r.nforeemcnt < t ttuinoroio annetiona and tbe recall 
of the High ComiuiBHioiier, the Reciprocity Act Ki.ould bo amended so aa to remove 
the provision exempting from the operation of the Arc South African nationali 
who were in the defence nervicei in 1 tidia. 

Dr. Khare made it clear, in his reply, that a deciaion on the amendments 
would be left entirely to Don-ofTiciai memDcra of the House and the Government 
would not vote. 

In the courae of bis speech while initiating the di hate on the situation iti 
South Africa, Dr. N. B, Khare, Commonwealth UdaiiotiH Member, aaid : **L«tme teti 
tbe Uouae at once that the Government of India as a wliole, and in thia 1 include 
all my honourable colleagnea and His Excellency tbe Viceioy, have been aa amax«d 
aa tbe House and our countrymen at the Union Government going back on au 
agreement into which they aolemnly entered with tbe Indian community. The 
Government of India abate on tbe fulleet meaeurc the indignation and resentment 
which tbia exhibition of racialiam on the part of a fellow member of the Britiali 
Commonweelth hee created in thie country. 

*'Sir, onr patience ic oow completely exhauBterl and tbe whole netlon ie In a 
mood of deeperation. Wa have already toid the Union Government In the plainest 
and moat unequivocal terme, that the Govern meut of India now bold thmadvee 
free to take inch countar^meaaarca ae thi^ can. Had our nationals been really 
aeeepM and treated aa fait eltiseDa of the country of their adoptiOD«»towatda tba 
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S owth End propnrty of which they have made vaat cootrlbutionf— the aititude of 
B Union Government might have been intelligible. In riew, homever. of their 
lateet exhibition of callonBiieae, the Government of India cannot poaaibly diveat 
themaelvea of their moral responBibility for the welfare of their nationala in thia 
Ill-fated country. They, therefore, refuae to be a helpleaa apectator of the decieion 
of the Union Government to delegate the large and progreaaive Indian |)Opttlation 
in Natal to a position of permanent inferiority.** 

Dr. Kbare then referred to Government deoiaion to enforce the Reciprocity 
Act and mentioned that the qaeation of enforcing economic aanctiona waa under 
eonaideratiou. Referring to Eaet Africa, Dr. Kbare aaid the preaent poaition 
ariaing from repreaentatione made by the Government of India wav, firefly, that 
the Colonial Governmente have agreed that entry of permita will be granted to all 
'bona fide' residenta in the Coloniea even though Uiey may have been abaent from 
the Colon iea for more than two yearn from the date of the enforcement of the 
regulationa, and aecondly, that the Secretary of State for Coloniea. after ccnaul- 
tation with the three Colonial Govemmenta, ban now given ua the aaauraoce— 
through the Secretary of State for India— that the repulationa in qurntion in all the 
three Coloiiice are purely for meeting war-time conditiona and not intended to be 
permanent. He realiaed that there wee public appreheuaion thi.t there rrgnlrtiona 
were a prelude to a further attempt at the permanent excluaion r>f Indiana irom 
the Colonii'ri but for the preaent, there was no reaaon to qnef>tian the gcnuinrneaa 
of the nHBUinncc that the ngulationa would not be made peimancnt. lie aaoiiied 
the Houae that the Gnvrriinient would keep a vigilant eye on nil firnre develop- 
meuta and alep in to take remedial meat^itrea ae aooti aa there were indieatiena that 
the regulationa were being prolonged uiidiilv. 

Dr. Kbare anid hie departinfiit had taken up with the Colonial Gorrinn?enfa 
bard cutuB in which permita hod been refused and they had been Biuresaful in 
aecuritig ponnita in ceitain rcceni caaea. 

The Government of India, Dr. Kbare added, had urged upon the Colonial 
Goveinmeiita that there were no valid reaaons why normal residema of the Coloniea 
ahould even have to anbmit to the necessity of obtaining permita for returning to 
their homea or for looking after their interesta in the Coloniea. The Government 
had alao forwarded to the Secretary of State for India copira of ihe dt bates in the 
Council of State on the .<4ubjrct and had atrongly urged that the following action 
muat now be token by tiie three Colonial Governments (1) oil ncimai residents 
including their families and dependents) in the Colonies ns veil as Indinna, 
possessing vented intcrctiiiB in the Colonies should be iinmediotely fximptdl from 
Ibe o|W!ration of the repulations irrespective of their periods of sUrn.'e from the 
Coloniea: ('.M ^uch new pernonnd as has to emigrate to the iVioniiH to nrlace or 
or reinforce the busimss atafl' of Indiana sboiiM be immediately ixcn pted from the 
operation of the regulationa: (3) Even aa regaida other entirely new (niranta the 
regulationa ahould be withdrawn aa aoon ga posaible. in any case the 
regulationa ahould not be renewed after the expiry of tluir ircfirnt term. 

*Tt la aiiggested in aome quartera.** aaid Dr. Khnrc in conclusion, “that one 
of the reasons why the British Government went to war agaiiipr the Boeis in South 
Africa in the early part of thia century waa the bad ticutmeiit they were giving to 
Indiana there and therefore, the British Government should now repudiate the domi- 
nion constitution conferred upon South Africa and appoint a Roynl Commission to 
enquire into the maladminiatration and the iniusticea done by the South African 
Government againat Indians. Africans and tven againat Enrot^ans. It ia not for 
me to euggeat ' meaauree to be taken by H.M. G. They claim to be our trusteee 
and 1 am Dound to say that no trustee in the world can afibrd for any length 
of time to look on with aupreroe indifference while hia ward is being insulted and 
aasaulted for the very timple reason that in the very process of uainral evolution 
aa time goes on the ward ia bound to attain the atatua of an indei^cndcnt entity 

himselL” (Cheers). , 

Two Amenpmkntb 

Two amendments were moved to Dr. Kbare*a motion. Dr. G, F. Deshmukh 
moved the Congreaa party amendment asking that the powera under the Reciprocity 
Acta ahould be exerci>fd againat the nationals of Boutb African Uiiioo not bong of 
ladiau origin and the Indian High Commiaaiooer in Bonth Africa should be re- 
ttllert Immediately. 

Mr. Bo 9 sMhho\f Lailjee (unattacbed) moved an amendment calling upon. the 
Qoveniment of India Co enforce economic eactione againat Bonth Afiin and 
Afeita and eur ^ : powers under the Reciprocity Acta. 
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Dr. D§Bhmukh eommendiog hit tmtiidmeBt tMI what Indlt’e High Ooiiini- 
itiontr wat going to do then. The High OomtiMimer had beau able to aohiere 
•btolotely nothing. The High Committioner bad been looked upon in that ooontry 
as Homeone who represented a popniation whieh ooold be trampled upon. The 
course, he (the tpeaker) suggested, would he good lor the honour of India and would 
sboir that we were earnest and had no faith either in their Qorernment or la thiir 
pie Iges. The queauons raised were paiolul and ahamt^fnl. He was not sorry th it 
th(; South African Qorernment had raised the issue at the present time heoause ii 
had been raised while the fight for freedom was going on mid the poHitioti of 
Indians and that of Asiatic nations in the framework of the so-called Common weal ch 
of Nationa would be settled. At the same time he could not resist a aense of shame 
at the weak-kneed policy of the Qovernment of India * It waa astoiiiahing that the 
Gorernment of Inclia should have kept auoh childish and blitid faith in ihe tioiith 
African Government. Dr. Deshmukh auggested the taking nf extreme steps and 
asked whether the Government would be prepared to send liidiHii troops ‘‘to drive 
some sense into South African whites’* in the w:*y that iliey did to Italians. Kven 
iu this war Indians had shed their hloodlosavp South Africa and he sorry timt 
in spite of the (iovernment having a warrior Viceroy Indians htd to st fT-r htitniii;*- 
tions. Indiana who enjoyed Parliamentary frs lohisu were deprived of it in iS'JG anil 
instead they were given munljinal franchise. Kvrn that franciiihe, Dr. DeBhmukh 
»-aid, had been taken away in t925 and more ivpr^^aaive ineahnns had been taken of 
late. Field-Marshal Hmats had not bad the ernutesy even to reciive an Indian 
deputation. Concluding, Dr. DeHbmukh ur;(d rbeicr^all of the Indian High Com- 
missioner and aaid : *M'his withdrawal mint he aoeompanhd hy an nggressiro 
Ml tack, namely economic Paiicilona. We would nish to send Indis'ri n^giments but 

I know it ia not possiblu”. 

Sir Frederick Jamee (Kuroi can Giotip), cotiiining his remarks to South Africa 
said : “We fully suppori thf* l oiTerful n moiiHtiN.- it which the Hon. Mimber (Dr. 
Khare) has directed to ihu lotion of South Africa, 'ibis is not the w^* to treat 
an important and valuable minoiily grown on matters which vitally sfl^t their 
interests. It is certainly not the way to lay the fi nndHtiuiis of racial harmony 
throughout the Union and Indiati reactions in this country are fully jusiifinl". 
Referring to the complaint that it was impro;er tor India to take any interest in 
the ustter but that Indi.tiis in Natal should look to the Uuiitn for protretion. Sir 
Frederick said if that was the case, the Indian tommiinity should be prniited tiic 
municipal and |)arliainentiiry fraiitdiisc, which ii oin-c iiwd. "There will never be any 
r ii'ial harmony in the Union so long iih imiuui.iar racial gron|Hi are excluded from 
pvi ry form of poiiiicrd reprc-enta'ioii und ihnnd n puHeoialioii even on local ho()i:<a. 
These are fuodamdilal rigros ami an long us iJicm* arc dcitird to IndiMiii in Somh 
Africa, there will be fcublc. Wiilmu! r#?preseniMti'ni, to whom can the Indian 
(omiQUuiiy in South hH»k it not to India? If they arc forced to do this 

what can India do to iielp them except hi remonsiraie ? If that fails, boyeoit ; and 
if rltttt fails, impose aam non** V No minority tmiihm wsh solvid by seiidiiig the 
ioi:ioiity to Covetitry, Kniln k tiiflarcd. JCetcrring to the ameiidmenta. Sir 
Frederick said the lln iprc. iiy Ae» I'ad be, i; applied or was in process of applica'ion. 
!U‘»all of the H»gh Oonimi i, h* - id, t.hh justified by the way In which It e 
High Commissioner bad !ieco tr cMni v\ these prc«ei:t measuria. His panv were not 
in favour of the imposition of eeoitoatic aanctioiib at present, he added. They ueie 
not preiiarsd to agree to any measure which mighc jeopardiae any part r f the war 
ellort. India and South Africa were supply for ihc United Nations, and im- 
poiiitioo of economic sHnctions would really lufan ’he o|>ening of fcoitomic wnifafc 
us between these two great supply bases and w oiM most ccriainly interfere w»ih the 
war effort. 

Heveral memliers called upon Sir Frcd«?ri( Ir to give an int^taiice to show how 
the effort would be iotcifered with. 

Sir Frederick gave the instniwc of wutUe bark imported feem South Africa. 

Sir Rata AH : That can be rcf l»ced. 

Sic Frederick said he understood !iii Snpplv D;|>artm<!tt made an enadiry 
iuio that and found other material could vo. h u-cjI ti.r the pnricsc. India <»r»!ild 
not at present give up South Africa wunlt ti .lr \iptiviii* Herotts iiiiiTforent*e' with 
wKi produrnioii. Ho §uggc-’«ed that the iiuu*e ♦‘b uild cl dm fiiififmeiK of the iwo- 
misci made during the O^pe Town At^reein»'‘ t. 

Hir Syed Raza Ali, who stroke or b !ult of tho Miihlim League l*ariy/said 

II 1 * Govern ineot's dihinclination to recfc ' the. H>«:h Comroimlonnr from South 
Atiici wade it appear that they were wiliiuK lo uwaliow the camel but ■mined at 
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.. fa Uo toeU cAoU or 
it vUA tt 


Our pt o a eoowoto of a oontmry book, of the fnrtioa <rf iho 19tii 
ooBtory, anul hano beard of the Ohartiot MoremeDt in Britain whieh 

demendo in a "Peopb’o Chartet" : 

= ^2) UmToroal Sn&a«e : (8) 
^afaM &ae Vofa by ballot ; (4) Equal eleotoral diatrieU ; («) 
Abobtion of property qnalifioationa for members of 
POifiamoDt : (6) Payment of members of Pariiament. In tbase 
the emphasis appeared to have been laid on oonstitntional principles 
and praetioes* And pngresaive people in India' were enthiMU^i^ over 
these. Bnt they did not understand that the Morement r^resented 
a revolt against the oonditions of unsettlement intHxi iia^ ioto 
by the Indnstrial Bevolntion, It was the time when the seri al min.1 
of Britain was full of doubts and questionings, when DisraelL who 
later on beoame the leader of the Conservative Party and Britain’s 
Prime Ifiuister,, had bean popularising his theory of ‘Wo nations" in 
the country— tiie rioh and the poor — the time which interpreters of British 
history oharaeterissd as the “Bleak Age", the "hungry forties.” This 
erisio the British ruling olaasas resolved with the help of Free 
hy making food oheaper to the people, just as the other crisis, that 
which began in the seventies of the 19th century, was tried to be 
resolved by Imperialist expansion. The characteristic feature of this 
remedy was the oombiBation of exploitation of the raw material and hn«.,t n 
rasonroas of dependent countries with exporting British camtal to other 
countries and dras^ therefrom tributes. John Stuart Mill bad 
dubbed this as a system of outdoor relief for the upper classes " 
while OeoU Bhodos who paved the way of the expansion of British 
dominanoe over Africa defined it as "a question of the stomach" 
stomaoh of the dispossessed in Britain whom doles from the tribntas’ 
drawn from all over the world hdped to keep satisfied. Our pteda. 
oassots of the timso beginning with the middle of the 19th century 
wars under the i nfluen ce of British Liberalism associated with sIm 
namae of Bright and Oobden, of Gladstone. They oould Tot S{h£ 
nndscstand the impulses that moved British life; they were tokm fa 
by the glory and the grandeur of an imperial race who h> t. p, ff, i>d to 
rolsoverlbom, and to thrive on expbiting their country. It is true that 
Indian pnblioists of that gensration, men like Akshaya Br...... 

and Ki i ho ry Ohand Mitt e r , Harish Chandra Mukherji of i— 

instanes, dlsenasad fa the oolnmns of the Tattwabodkini PtOrika!. 
organ ol the Kahmo Samaj published fa almost all the languages^ 
the eountry.^nnd fa the /aeffan d^Mcfotor and the Hindu Pauiot 
prahlaBM of the agrienltarists* Ufs, of the fajustioao they sttfeted 

ffam both at the hands of native land-«wnen and the 

of indigo. II is tme that by t^ sixties of the century erim our 
posts had baguB to b e m oa n tim lot of our weavers and blaek-smlths 
thrown out of smployinant by Manehester and Birmingham. Bnt timv 
oould not rahts this dseay fa the aaonomie life of thdr people to 
^ 1 ^ of M under whieb they lived. Bv« d^v t£ 

O o Bgr am . fwmded fa 1886, Uiere 
^ BO evi^ 0^ rwofi^ of this poverty as conditioned by 
dsfalepmsBto fa BrilUh aondnat and thonght, though them w«m 
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Motatfams pMMd dnwing m Hant i oa lo Hit dmy of Xndfan iaiaiUti^ to 
tho womniog of lha motaiol oopdiMoai of lib Id Xodb. 

horn Uus mahdy of •ealtacod thooghli aad mooimoBt amodbi 
our peopb wen nsooed by tho lib end work of repneeiitoWyo 
MaaniL mon liko Dodobhoi Nooroiit MebodoT OoUnd Bunde* 
Mekeie? eoMad WiUiom Digby ood Bomaeb Chonder Putt. Their 
Beute WUMui Btndlee on ^dien eoonoiiSice» oe tbeae wen eyoli4ng 
under the impaet of Biitiah methode of odmhiiBtn- 
tion and exploitation, brought to a fooui all the 
▼arioue elemento of dieintegration in the matrrial 
lib of the people that had bllowed the regime of Britain in Budia. 
The fruib of their reeearohes into the living oonditiona in India 
opened the eyes of their peopb to the prooeei of lO^ibitation ol 
which they have been victime for about a century and half. Their 
books Bupidied the weapons of offence directed against the Irresponsihb 
authority of the sSien rulers ; these pla^ in the hands of pnfalb 
men and puhlioists the truth of their life in Indb that enabled them 
to judge and make the ^'new departun** in their methods of political 
strug^ that was symbolised by the Swadeshi and anti-partition agita- 
tion in Bengal. Thus from more points than one ^ the men whom 
we have named above can be called the economic interpreters of 
Indian Nationalism, founders of the School of Indian Boonomios. 
The bssons of history brought out by them helped to olaar our 
vision, to energise our thoughts, to supply the dynamo of our acti- 
vities, to put a new courage and detei^nation into us ; and these have 
taken us through the conflicts and struggles of the last bur deeades. 


At the end of the last century India stood face to lace with the truth 
of her real position in the scheme of things British. Dadahhai Naoroji 
and his fellow-workers lived to see that their ooontry- 
BOW oodmtood the iignifiouioe of tbi. trntli. tt»t 
they realised that without freedom in pcditl o iJ Kb 
their country would continue to remain poor mataiiaUy 
and spiritually. This reaUsation called brth born the deeps of 
fto ns cb usnesH impulses to suffer and saonfiee so that the 
shame ignominy of Ub as a subject peopb Buy be ended. 

The ruling power met this chaUenge with repression, thereby exposing 
the more the basic ptincipbs and praotioss of its mb. With the 

growing intensity of the ^ht for freedom in Indie* captains of trade 

and industry awakened to the seaKsation that their material intenets 
were involved in it^ that they eould not afford to remain disinteBSBted 
spectators of thb strn^ between Indian Natfondism and British 
Imperialism. EHnoe the emergence of Mahatma Gandhi into the 
leadsnhip of the Bidian HaNonal Oongress. this seotion of the comnm- 
SrC hem more inemesingly backing ^ poKtoa 
With their day-to-day expsrienee of hureancratb disetunlnelioB 

directed amunst the interests of the Indian people, they oonld lic^ 
ttMf into OMeoaOm of potUo ^ 

fink ■riBoMM nthor tlm witb tiMir on^iootton lo Uio ooy w io 

ncefalMolaMtiiofc Wo boT« bow w Ha owo o to At orolalioB 
of yrf. dni^ to to. boUta of too todiatatol 
ofoi 


II 
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II WftS Ihnt tbal the |^b&c did accept Ihe Fhii of eomomio and 
social raeonslniction paUiciaed by oigbl of the leaden of India's 
indnsteial life. It is popularly known as the Bombay 
The Beshsy Plan or the Tata-Bivla Plan after the names of two 

Plaa of the framen of the Plan. For a time it ooenpied the 

centre of discussion in the Press of the conntry, 
carrying, as it was surmised, a message of hope to an otherwise 
hopeless people. The Plan touched on all phases of India's life with 
its ratious schemes of reconstruction of Industry. Agriculture, Oommu- 
nications. Education. Health, Housing and Miscellaneous. The capital 
expenditure budgetted for it was put at Bs. 10,000 crores distributed 
as follows : Industry — Bs. 4,480 crores ; Agriculture — Bs. 1.240 crores ; 
Communications— Ba. 940 crores ; Education — Bs. 480 crores ; Heidtb 
— Bs. 450 crores ; Housing — Bs. 2,200 ; Miscellaneous — Bs. 200 crores. 
For the purpose of execution of the Plan, it was divided into three 
stages, each covering a period of five years. The expenditure to be 
incurr^ during, each stage was indicated thus : 


{In crores oj Rupees), 


Indusiriea, 

First stage. 

Second stage. 

Third stage. 

Basic Industries. 

48U 

1,200 

2,1(30 

Consitniption Gooc i Itidtistries. 310 

330 

360 

Agriculture. 

2(Xt 

<100 

640 

Cornnanications. 

40 

320 

510 

Education. 

•10 

80 

370 

Hssttb^ 

•10 

SO 

330 

Housing. 

100 

420 

1.S90 

Mlscelleneoue. 

30 

70 

100 

Total 

... 

2,900 

5,700 


. In P. 48 of the panipldot doseribing the Plan 

rcMriKdtottimnct estimate of the capital requirements to 

^^ePIaii work it out. TliO foUnwing soui'ces are expected to 
supply those : 


{In crores of Rupics), 

Krtcmal Finance: 


Hoarded wtaltb. 

300 

Sterling securiClea. 

um 

Balance of Ttade. 

m) 

Foccigu Borrowing. 

7Ki) 

internal Finanee : 

Rs. 2J130O crorca. 


8e?ings. ^ 4130U 

Orsatad Money. S,4(D 


Bs. 7A0t>=Yotal Ks. 10,000 crores. 

In this estimate there is tlie itom of 'Sterling Securities' or Balan* 
eee. The Flan has been built up on the expectation that Bs. 1,000 
. crores of the 'Sterling Balances' wonU be made 

i^^silable for carrying it out This opens out the 
••BMiaay piae" controversy between India and Britain which we 

have referred! to above. There was always some 
Indian money looked up in the Bank of England as 'security* 
for the transactions of money, official and non-official, for which 
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llw Ihmter of 8W9 te Ibaim • manbor d Iho Britbh OoMnai 
Ml hfaaaaH to bo motallr and lagaQf^ pMtopi, iar.90Miblo to bia 
■UHtoBB. tiw Mtiah BwHomanl and' aWmataly to Um BiIliBh fooila. 
Bal it aavar altoinad Iha bnga amofiml lhal baa aemmilatod dnnag 
Iha liana* war. Undot Tariona diagofiMi it ia tiian. Oonpatad to 
fba Billiah war aopanan i* may ool i«paar to ba moeh af aa 
aaBoai. Bnt Btilahi'a OhaaoaUn a( ifinbovaor baa abaady bagui to 
abow aadoly bbool ik Ib-Aftilt IMS, ba aaU 


*lba naatn 

tw i nrt eM jUl apoi 
(BfflaalQ 


ftt OMO Biltaia 


of lattah 
at (hat a laaaaU 
I totan." 


Of 

ofaa 


CHaaa Ibaw tba aaaaa. paraonaga wba ia Sir Jdba Aadaraon known 
to Bangal aa ito Oeaw n ar baa on man than ana ooeaaioa a^attod 
to toa anbiaal, and ba- fava • broad bint abon* Ifaa 
- yy M ^ Miidt they aqaol to aaMU tUa anaatfon of 

horMiif dabto. Tbaoa aonid' nob ba- oaWad aa “aommardal*' 
liawaanBona,. aaid ba. Bn* bow aonid Biilaia 
arantnaliy maal tbana ia Iha qnaation that ia ffl a to r b in g.tba ndada of 
mon liiaa oaa aonahry, apaaially tba Unitad Btotaa and Indlntowhbb 
Bt^iato ia ndaMor. nmalnial niatian balwaan Indin nod Piilato 
maha B a aoia point. The Piaat of tba Tndiaa i n dna t ri a i i ata baa baan 
bnilt on tin bopa of Ba. IjBOOanraa from Britain aitbar in tbaiom 
of aapBnt, gooda. 0.r maoliinariaa for baaay or baaia indnaliln, or 
aerTfan of toAnMana. Bnt aan Britain do it daring tin nozb law 
yaara f Wbatanc aba aan paodnoa aha wilt naad to l a uonal inal IM 
Bb of bar wap-battawd pao^ Ba^ H nny happan tint Xadbi may 
Ml bnak on U. B. maohinariao and aarrie^ Bapaala any tint tin 
iadntiBiaSato of tin gnat BapobBo an aapabla of balpbig UHa. and 
man than wflBng. That wonld ngnin Iha oonraraioa of Xadia'a 
‘atoifing aaaola or balaaoao” itoo TJnilad Slataa doBaaa to pay Ipa 
gooda aaid aarrioaa from that aoontry. B to mporlad tint' at tba 
Bn ito n Wood! Oonfiianoa bald to botid np aa intorn a ti oo a l find and 
an intainational axohaaga ratio, two of tin Indian rapnaonlativaa* 
Sir BhaanmUnm Oholtyaad Ifr. Bbioff, pfaadad paaaioiiatily lor too 
aonyanioo of -India'a balaaoao inBrUaia into D. B. doBaia, aotaDof 
tbaaa^ bat anma agoal to 60 mOBon doDan par annam. Ihitiih a^ 
pnoatoatiraa an iq^oitod to hara pot np tin pba Ibat tba gnaaltoa 
aonM not ba tahan np tban and tint tin U. B. lapnaantatim w ba ld 
thto Bilttoh aontantion. This atory to no l on ge r a o ao n t in bdia. 
n baa glTon itoa to mtofmol and naaaafann ainoog tin laadma and 
nnranlinia of modarn iadnatatoa in Bidto: and in tin Oatital dioani* 
bly tin Ifannoe Mombar, Sir Jatamy Baiamaw, waa hard po* to tl 
to agnaraly meet tin etititiam of tin momban. It to baiag' n p gaa 
baodad tint with a rtow to dtoehaiga tba dabta BilMa iaay«iaaeat 
to any ona of tin ttinedatiaeo or a oom btn a ti o o of tbaaa. Bbanity 
"da-yaW* bar ooxtaiwy and aobatonMaBy aadnaa tim aoBoant daa; 
aha may aak for "a laTtoton** of tin Blwaiwtol B a Wtom an t iridah at 
pnaant ngdataa tin dtotofam of military asponditan b a tw an Bidia 
and Britain ; or aha may atoga a ”1^’ fmm India to fitaitain and 
fbaa hnva n aonaHawhla part of tbaaa wiMan 08, a daftoa wUato 
waa adoglad daring tin tort gant war whan nbonl Ba. IM MMg 



lOR THi miiii imnriL WMBoaot ( aAm«n vir- 

«M wwi M • '*1^'' tern India, m n WImb «i hir loml mgiMl In 
Brilda’i nmr afidaillilM KniMc. 

1!hn Indian SadantiM of Inlnm* alio pradnaad a Plan vl&h ana 
hma da a a t aa a oonntar4i]aat Is Iha Bombay Pbou Two yanqUala 
*Vaa|VBrW anaand abont tba middla of 1944, the talk aaalyriag 
•nr aamawla or aa the anlbora phraaed it "as-ia^ng” Iha -Botany 
awnlmBiBi la * nan Cha aoeond ambodiad the eonainia anoaoliana 
lot r aoonahaatoig lata’a .aomomio Bfa. Soaialiaiaglha 
maana of prodnatton, and laatoring Iha oritfnal pnrppaa of aS paodnotton 
wfaieh ia aatiafaaBoB of iB ttia damanda at aommnnity Ufa, tiaa pnl forth 
aa Iha inatminant of idl pto gr aaa , of Ugh^oS porarly, the aantral pro* 
Uam of Indian aoo nn my. Ita frameea of tba Bootay Plan had apdma 
of politioal baadom aa ta pra-oondition of ila aneoaaa, tta "nndatlyiiig onr 
taola oohanM la tiMaaanaoptioB thIA on the taminatioB of tba war or ahorfly 
lhainaltar, a NaBonal floyammanl wiH oome into at Bia aanfaa wUoh wiU 
bo Taalod with fnU baadom fai aoonomio mattara.** The POopla'o Flaa 
apdia of tba “Pedaral OamooaaBa tale of IniBa," of the aontrol by 
the tala orar privala oapital aboady inraatad ia ilia indnatriao (rf 
India ; Ihia it eallad 'raUfonad’ oapUaUam gnaaanlaad a lavanna of 8 
par oant by the tata. bi tba foradaont of ita pngcanuno the Ptan pnl 
the aoqniaitlon by tba State of aU xighte ia land, orar. or nndar, on 
the Inta of oomponaaUon at 7 timea tiia natt inaanaa born tad aO 
ovar India. Thna, taking into aeoonat oompenaaUon to be paid to rant- 
raaaiTnn in Zamindati arena, to noa-onlliTating ownara in Bayatwari 
araaa, for landa whioh are devoted to pnbUo pn r poaaa, for aeqniriag 
mfaMial and fiaheriea righta, eta, tba bta ooat at Una nattonaiiaa* 
Hon woria out to abont Bia 1,786 onma. The Plan in to bapnahad 
thiongh in ooniaa of tan yaara, the expanditata to be diatrib uta i 
natellowa. 

(/» erarvt of 


Agriealtara. 8800 

ladut^. 6.800 

OoBuuuiaationa 1800 

Baallli. 780 

Mneatinni l/MO 

HonalBg» 8800 


be 


TWal ... lOyOOO 

The moiMy naadad for the aaaontion of tfaia Plan waa axpaotad to 
provldad bom tba following aonmaa : 

(A anntfif Jtaaw), 


lUIrtlaania aalata dnty, l ah a rilanin 
tan, daath data ala ta ^ ^ 

bom naUonaiiaad land in ta 
lat yatr of tapian. 
bam agitaaimin far m i nvaa t ' 
daring taptart af ta pta. 

.. (nm ladaiita lar radavaal' 
it dailag ta period of ta rtaa. 


180 

810 

80 

lO^SM 

88M 


Saw .. uyooo 


Both ta Ptaa-ta Botany Plan and ta Indian of 

Inhov Pfan-^andta other taMdanl Plana hm ilv» ita«ta« 



DrDiA nr bomb mm 


v» 


to Iho fl t wflm Bri o M oo** M iKBdag put o( tho 
Ifdu lOwfl ufc initiil tuaaM In t^ diffannt Pint. And %■ thuo 

feiioaB DoidM an hold ia Londoo • tmI unomt ot a«go* 

tiatfoB moat pnoada fhdr tabaaa. All tha Plana ttiat 
ora hnoa aaan poatolate tha aatahUahmont ot a "Naflonal Oorammant” in 
India for thaix mae&uM working, nios on politioa and aoonomiaa intar- 
linkod in Lidia, and tha hopaa of an aeonomioally hattar lilo for 
Indb mada dapondant on p^tioal powar ooming ondar tha oontnA 
ot tiia Indtan paopla. Tha altoatioB thni oimalisad tahaa oa into tha 
heart ot ttia Indo-Britiah proUam, to tha aolntion ot tha politteal 
daadloek in. India. Tha hnraanaraey haa ao oontrioad affaira that idi 
tha oapantiat oonoaita and ambitiono hava aprontad ont in tha 

oonntry, making it diffionlt to conatrnot a oommon platform lor all. 
In arary aga and in arary oUme am noraad in the heart ot tha paopla thaaa 
narrow taatoga and aentimen t a. It haa bean tha doty ot tha State to train 
and htoadan thaaa trioklaa intp tha atraam of national feeling. In oor oonntry 
owing to tha alien origin ot the State anthority and ita inteieata 
that am different from thoaa ot tha people, tbia obvionadnty baa not 
been tnlfillad by it. Bather, it haa taken every opportunity to ir* 
ritata and inflame them aaparatiat eonoaita and ambitiona. Tha law ot 
ita baing foraad thia poiioy on it. 


One 
tone, a 


ot tha auliaat ot Britiah mlan in India, Ifonntatoait EIpbina- 
hiatorian ot India who ahowad a eertain amount of inaigbt 
into India’a Ufa and thought, indiaatad thia poUay in 
MvMa at fcape m - tha worda : "Divid* et imparu waa tha old Boman 
motto, and it ahonid ha onm.” The lonndor of tha 
Aligarii OoDaga boa baai^aaeoptad aa a roprawilatiTa 
the Hualim mind aa it haa boon 


and Bebm Mw Uttt el the Oongtaaa ha aoold 

tha word Natum in India aa iaeindiag "both Hindoa and Mnham* 
baeauaa that ia tha only muning that I ean attach to it.” 

“Wltb mo it la oat wottt u waal d a fi og wtat ia I hdi . wIiglo M lalth, 
we do not am anything of It What wa da am la Wat wa inhabit tboaomli 
and tha pnnga ol rainiiM ^ no aaftf . egna Hir..: »nmia .am the 
nonada upon whieh I oall boW Wma mm nUA ia^ I^ by one word, U, 
BimIm, imtag to any that they am talmbilaata of Hindnalan. ..." 

But tha influenoa of the fleet Prindpal ot tha Aligarii Oollaff^ 
Mr. Thaodom Book, aooa ohangad the apiill ‘ cl tha 
dreama of "the ageing laadar”, and in eontm of a 
apaaoh doBvaiod at tha Saiaar Bagh, Loeknow. in 
1888 , ho daUvorad himaalf of worda that had a awiow 

awitarian ring : 

"Wo tha Mibitrr****** am thorn nho ralad India for aiz ot mvao hudmd 
ymm. Ptom cor hnnda the Govemmant wm tahaa by tha Bngl^ l a tha ladian 
Qommmt ao ioolMi m to anppom Wat in earenty ymra no have forgeltaB' aU 
oar giaadanr and aD ear onplia T 

The Oova mm ant of tha day under Lord Dnfferin anaoniaffad and 
nomnacad thia oonodt and protondon. Bodying to a famwaO addmaa 
prnaontad by tha Mahommrian Oontml National Aaao* 
dation ot Oalootta, Bia E x cel l ency aaid ; .»...Dan> 

aa yon are from tbooe who formerly ocaapiad 
anoh a ding podtico In Ind ia, yon ami 
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tioimlly able to nDdentand the reeponsibility attaohing to thoio who 
rale.'* About twenty yean later, on the oooaaion of the Aga Khan 
Dcfmtation led before Lord Minto, the lame game waa idayed. The 
Governor-Oeneral eummed up the Deputation’e eaee better than what 

it eould do: ** you justly claim that your position should be 

estimated not on your numerical strength, but in nspeet to the politi- 
cal intportanoe of the community and the services it hse rendered to 
the Empire, t am entirely in accord wUl you." But it was not 
solicitude for the Muslims but the protection of Imperialist interests 
that was the guiding principle of the Minto dispensation. The official 
mind was reflected in a letter received by the vrife of the Governor- 
General on October 1, 1906, from an of^ciai : 

*1 mast send Your Eioelleoey a line to say that a way big thing has 
happened today, a work of statesmanship that will alfiBet India and Indun hfitory 
for many yean. It ia nothing leas than the pulling back of 62 millions of _people 
Ifom joining the ranks of the seditious opposition.”— (Jtody Jftafo'a— /ndtaa Viary,) 

ISie ‘last lorty years have proved that the prescience of the Anglo- 
Indian bureaucracy has worked on the line set when British rule 
was young in this country. As Syed Ahmed Khan 
aS^efttea Se - transformed so has Mr. Jinnah been. In their 

tlaa Jnstlttad moods and phases of nationalism and oommunalism 
they represent the mind ol their community afra^ 
of their minority position in India and at the same time dreaming 
dreams of regaining their dominant position in the economy of India's 
tile which they occupied when Muslim kings ruled at Delhi. 
Between these two moods the oemmunity is uncertain of what would 
best seeurs their interests. They are not prepared to take their 
ehance with their neighbours. From this feeling has grown up the 
scheme of what has come to be known as ''Pakistan, ' a division 
of the unity and integrity of India, and on ijiis division constructing 
Muslim States and Hindu States independent of ono another. It was 
at the Allahabad seesion of the All-India Mhslim League tl930) that 
the poet Mahommed Iqbal first gave voice to this separatist ambition. 
In suoeassive volumes of the Annual Bfgtsi&r since 1936, specially 
slnoCi' the second hslf of 1988« we have traced the history of this 
demand. The All-India EBndn Mahasabha has never been able to 
think of Bueh a sacrilege ; other organizations, Uindu, Mup.lim, Sikh 
and Ghristians have bera opposed to it both in theroy and practice. 
The Indian National Oongrsss has been wohblmg ; no other word can 
better describe its attitu^ In April 99 — May 8, 1949, at a meeting 
of the All-India Oongress Committee a resolution was passed opposing 
"any proposab to disintegrate India.** The ex-chief Minister of Madras, 
Mr. fUjagopi^ohari, moved a resolution supporting the Muslim 
League demand ; in it appeared words about "the doubtful advantage 
of maintaining a controversy over the unity ol India." The resolution 
was defeated. Sinoe then he has been persistent in the pursuit of his 
policy of arriving at an agreement with the Muslim League. In the 
first pirt of June, 1944, the Indian paUio was startled by the 
qnnounoement that ha has succeeded in pmuading Gandhiji to accept 
his formula of "appeasement" of the Muslim League by conceding Its 
demand with a view to get its support for the consritution of "popular" 
government in lndia» at the Centro and in tho Provinces. Gandhiji 
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yrm lolaMed on llio Mb. of May, 1914, and Mr* Bajagopalaohai-i took 
tho earlieak opporlonity to take up the thread of his discr^ited attempt, 
heartned by the endonemeDt of Gandhiji. This was his formula : 
and its aooeptanoe by Gandhiji even as a basis of disoussioa showed 
time the Anglo-Indian official was right when he wrote to Lady 
Minto that the device of separate electorates would havo far-reaohing 
effects on the development of India. 

Rojagcpolaehari Formula 

(1) Bubjeet to the terms set oat‘*belo« as ret;ards the eonsHiiiUoti of a fres 
India, the Muslim League endoraea the Indian demand for iudet>eiidemre and aill 
co-oi>erate with ihe Congreta in the formation of a |>rovUional tntciim Govtriimcnt 
for the transitional period. 

(2) After the termination of (he war a coiuniiaaion aiiall be oppointed for 
demarcating condguons districts In the North-West and East of India wherein 
the Muslim papulation is in absolute majority. In the areas thus ilrman^Ated, a 
plebiscite of all the inhabitants, held on the baaia of adult fraiii'hiMc or other 
practicable frenchiae, ehall ultimately decide the iiiaiie of separation from Uiiiduataa. 
If tha majority deeidca in farour of the formation of a aormign State aepacsie 
from Hindustan, aueh a decision ahafl be given effect to, without piejtidiea as the 
right m the diatrieta on the border lo choose to join dCher State. 

(3) It will be open to all parties to adfoeate their points of ?iew before Iht 
plebiccita ia held. 

(4) In the event of separation, a mutual agreemant ahall be entered into 
for aaleguardiBg defence, commerce and communications ai»d*other esaential puipoaea. 

(5) Any tranafer of population shall only be on an abioliitely voluntaiy oaala. 

(6) ThM tersaa shall be binding only in eaae of transfer by Britain of full 
power sod xesponaibillty lor the govertianee of India. 

This episode should dose the discussioo of the ''Hondo Bolity" cl 
lodia during the first six mouths of 1944. The main features d the 
Defeat A anrrandar >^17 °ot modified in any way by the war 

otOeraMay*- events happoniog near and far. During this period 
Japan 1b the expeditionary forces of Japan, stationed in Burma, 

retreat came nearer to India than in any other time during 

the last twenty-seven months. The Japanese detachments invested 
Imphal, the capital of the small State of Manipur, captured almost 
the whole of Kohima. the small hill town headquarter station of the 
Lushai Hill district ; they approached the Dimapur Junction of the 

Pongai and Assam Bailway. If they had succeeded in any of these 

adventures, the oastern Provinces of India, Assam and Bengal, would 
have been open to them. But before the end of June, 1944, with the 
arrival of the monsoon in the hilly tracts in the Indo-Burmose 
frontier, the momentum qf the Japanese advance was lost ; and the 
Japanese detachments faded from the area. Why ? The future only 
can say. One interpretation suggested was that owing to differences 
between the Jap High Command and the Indian Army chiefs orga- 
nised under the leadership of Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, the former 
thought it best to pull out of the Manipur-Kohima area as they 
felt that without full-hearted Indian support it would be dangerous 
to risk at such distance from their main communications lines this 
adventure in the plains of Hindustan* In the far waters of the 
Paedfio the Japanese fared no better. The re-conquest of the Phillipines 

by General MaoArthnr is too near us, as we write, to be susceptible 

to any other interpretation than that the productive power of the 
Umted State! mills and factories was winning the war in the Padfio 
ae it has done in Europe with the surrender of Germany. It is not 



lit XBBlimUMliniUlLBKafnBB {JUUmm'M- 

mn lod »7 to M w ptoiw fh* bopM ud ten tt peo p te to llwXJalM 
State Hid Biiteiit of peo p te to Nte-doadnled Banpo. m too 
Woetea JBte. the Unitid State and Britain, pto thab fanao on the 
Nomandy baaoh for the iimaiim of Bonpe. On Jnno 6. 19M, to 
Baton, in Moaeow. in Borne jnat oeenpied hy the AOiea. nilan of aonntrlM 
iaaad np to the feet that at long laat haa eome the mr againat Germany 
not on tm tenta. from the net aa4 waat, bnt on ttnefronte— 
waak Bonto. aaat— tte war that. German Btrahtoata hare e?ar feuad 
toe moat, that would apto defeat to any Power, h owe w r great and 
organised. The immaaanraUe might of Bnaaia’a hoata wae ttoing np 
the German hoaidee from, their wreaked land, ’driving them over the 
waya that had taken toe inradan to the Oanoasna. On the Normandy 
beaoh 4000 ahipa. not aonnting amaO orafta. 19 baMaaUpa plna 
orniaera, aaoortad by 60 dsatroyna, ponred ont of their baOieo the 
men who were to help to oarry the fags of the ^etom to Baton before 
twelve montha were ont. 7,600 planea had eovered them, ted the 
sigidSoaat thing waa the abaanee of Han. Luftwafft whan the landing 
draft and the troops dieambaildrig ware ae vntoarable to attaeka. 
Haraoaim Gearing it rq;»rtad to have told the oraation of Uaganfau, 
the Lvflumfft and ita Isadara, that “toe invasion most be beaten off 
even if toe Laftmaffa pariahaa.’^ Bnt the Luflwaffit faSad to rise np 
to toe oeaaainn. and it missed the ahanae of a Ma - t h ne vtoan it hti 
toe AlUedbraaa oroH the llatoto Ohennal witoont having a te to 
dHtroying or disperabig lliam. Tnated, meehaniaally moved, pOo t- lai g 
bembera wan sent over Britain to dafaat the invaalan. Than t«t 
laeta aymhoiiead tont Garmanar’s. Nasi Oarmany’a bid lor wo^ 
demteaMon was doomed to fa nat r a ltoni The war in. Bnrepe is andad 
by toe tone we wr&a than linaai A Urdtad Natione Oonitenea haa 
bean sittoig at San Pkaneiaao on the w e st ern ooaat of tte United 
State. Japan it in retreat from bar late^<« 0 Bqnared territories. The 
VKirld that had witoaaaed anothn world war, another groat viotory, 
and a great betrayal of ita hopes and aaidrations. is in no mood to 
go in tor tomnltnoos ealebrationa of the viotory over Germany, for 
the retnrn ot a p aaoe. Voir, its eyas had aaen the tonee of greed 
and deatrnotion trhunphant, had aaen aodal life d iatn tag rat ad, and the 
patttmt of aoonomio arrangements diarnpted and sbattaed over twv 
eontoMBts. And those eyes will take time to rekindle with joy and' 
hope.— (SfWCM/ly oamtnbuttd by Sri Surnk Ohmdra Z>ab.) 



The Council of State 

Budget Session — New Delhi— ISih February to 6th. April 1944 

Raii.way Kuikiit foe 1044-45 

Thfl BirdEst HrsMoii of fli«* CouikmI of Huie e<>ii>ineDc»d st N^w DfIM on the 
IStli Pobrn 17 i 44 wiith a brief Mitunit during nhich formiii buMiien* was iraniiaeud. 
Slid the Preaiileiit Sir Mansckji Dadabhtty, in«de rtfer*‘Ac«a 10 memberA paet and 
prsaeiit wtio liad re<feived linnourx recifiitiy ami a«ij iiiriiMi iha Uouaa till ibe uexi «*«y. 
the iSIh. Fabroary, whan tlis Knilaaj Budget wan preaeiitrd. 

Sir Leonard Wilaon^ Chief CommiHainner of Railways, in tbs eourae of bit 
spseoli preesiiting tbe Railimy Budget lor 1914-45 said : 

'’A year ago I apoke of our.efforta to procure additional goods engines and 
wsgons and the result of these Is that we exi»ect to hare receired hy the end of 
next month 106 broad ganire engines. 214 metre gauge en;>ine«» about l.Oi.'O broad 
gauge wagons and about 2.9)0 metre gauge wagons The engines are coming from 
America, also moat of the metre gauge wagons. The hrosd gauge and some of the 
meire gauge wagons hare been manufactured in thia country except for some 
eompoiieiiis imtMirted from ahrosd 'the msntifsoiuring capacity for lioth brosd snd 
metre gauge wagniis has been stepped up and we expect a much better rate of 

I irodttciion in India during the poming moiiiha. In order to pr^ride for increased 
sclliiies for the repair of bro d gauge locomotirea, the Bonibay, Bands and Central 
India Railway ahops at Uohad which had be<n employed on tbe maiiufacture of 
munitions were reliered of thia work in September 1943 and hare since then been 
re*employed on the repair of looom*><ireo. 

***l’broiighout the war there has been a steadily increaaing gap between tbe 
quantity of coal r«qiiired by consiimera and tbe quantity w!)ich could be delivered to 
them. This has been due partly to ahortsge of transport but in recent muiiths to a 
serious fall in the raising of cohI. Action has been taken by Government to 
encourage an increase in raiainga and in the railway collieries mechanical excavators 
bare been introduced first to remove tbe overburden and then to increase the 
quantity of ooal raised. In the past and by arrangement with the coal trade, the 
anppliea of coal to railwaya from railwny eullieiiea were limited to about 35 per cent 
Of il licir nquirementa but with the present shortage of coal it has become necessary 
to increase the output from railway cullieiies to the maximum possible. It has not 
l^n posailtle to roaiiitsin supplies <if coal for other eaaential piirposea and at the 
aaroe time maintain railway coal stocks which have fallen ao low that it is now 
naeeaaary to increase them if rail services ave to be ensured ; in doing so there must 
he a cut in supplies to other consum^'rs. When raisings increase to the (. wired level, 
there will«be the ever nrea**iit difli uby of allocation ot iraiisfiort capacity fur tbe 
movfmeut of coal, fo'dsiuflfs and other essential commodiiiea. Borne relief may be 
expected as and wiieii the new engines and wagons come into service, but these 
additional enuincs will to aoifie extent put up the railways' cousuroptioii of coal 
which is about 40 per cent of the c tsi couaumed in India. It will be of interest to 
n<tie that tbe despntebes of coal for the public have been maiDtainrd during tbe past 
12 months at a level slightly shove thst of the previous year, but this has only been 
possible at ti^e exrtcnse of railway stocks and, even ao, the supplies to th; public 
have not covered their increased demands/' Bir Leonard revealed that the Govern- 
ment have to pay Rs. 51 lakhs on account of compensation to the Madras and 
Boiitherii Mshratta and South liidiaii lUiIway Compsniea for loss of earnings due 
to the premature terminstiou' of their oontracta on ^Ist March 1944 instead of Hist 
December 1945. In concliisinii, he stated : ’ There is a shortsge of experienced staff 
to deal wifh the ever-expanding a'*tivttieB of the railways snd the strsin on all the 
staff has been heavy especially on the suitervisory stsff on whom to much depends 
when the rsllwsya are working at full preaaure throughout the year and are still 
unable to meet all demands. Tbe men have stuck to th«ir work, except for s few 
minor strikea, throughout the war despite the economic pressure brought about by 
the rise In prioea for which relief o.>uld not be given to all affected. This should be 
remembered when the war is over and the pay and oonditions of aerviee are 
reviewed In the light of tbe ciroumstaneet then existing. I trust tbet Honorable 
Mlmbece of title Hooee will egcee tiiet the way ia whlob leilwaymen have etaok to 
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Uieir work tod the woj in which most of their unioni hare encooraced them to do 
•0 aio oommeudabla. 

IVD1A*B FuTCJEB OONflTlTUnOV 

I8lh« FEBRUARY ^The Viceroy’s speech *wm eommaiited upon by a nninbar 
of memben of ihe Ouiimal of Bute in the eourac of the debate on Mr. Kumur 
Sankar Roif Chaudhury*$ reMtluiion iirgiiiK that eiepe be Uktii to frame India'a 
futnre Gonstitiition. 'Jhe resolution wms njecied without a division. 'J'he resolution 
favoured Meral principlea, making prnvishm for funciiunHl represent at hm in the 
liSgislatures of aterl>;iiltural, commercis^ industrial and iiitilUciual inureats. with 
equal representation for capital and Isbour and reprtseuiaiiou of such racial and 
reliitious minorities as desire it 

Moving the resoluiinn, Mr. Chandhury said that the British Oovernment had 
said that the future constiiiition of India must be framed by Indians theinselfes. 
This was difficult owing to the eststenee in India Of an alien biiresucratie Poser 
and the politicsl deadlock whirh had been brought aiuait by the incarceratioik of 
Oongress leaders, if a false sense of prestige did not allosr the Bri'ith aiithoti ies 
to release Congress leaders, their abseni-e should nut prevent others ft oiu hammering 
out a const itu I ion. Mr. Gliaudlinry aiiggeateii the sdiption of non-hderal priiieiplea, 
which involved the creation of different units before they touhl confederste. Keferiing 
to Pakistan, he said that liiilia bad been one eiOnomic sbole, nniied 
politically and socially, even during the times of Muslim ride. He also ciiticised 
the Muslim League's demand for half the seats in the Ezeeutive Connell. 

The Leader of the Utiuse, Sir Mohammad C/$man lemindtd the Uouse that 
HMQ had left the question of framing the futiire Constiiution of the countrv to 
Indians. If the mover of the r< solution eonid convince the coiimry that his srnems 
was best suited to it, and that there aoiild l>e an agreed banis on which the future 
Ooiistitution could be framed, noliody would be better pleased than himself. 
Government would leave discussion of the resolution to ni n‘(>fficial nit nitiers and 
Government members would remain neutral. *.My itidividiisl o|>inion ia that, if 
this ia the asy in which you are going to deal aiih the Muslim Lesgus and 
Muslima, it ia not going to bring about an Mgreed aolution". 

Mr. R. N, Makatha, referring to the Viceroy a addnas, said it meant NiO 
negotiations, no deputations and no eonsultanons." Uf the two iniportsnt lOlitlcsl 

K rties in tiie coimtiy, one was behind prison bars. How could any agiecmeni 
reached in these ciiciimstances f 

Mr. HusB.tin Imam said that the country waa not yet in a position to solve 
the communal question, and the mover of the rejoin iimii was a* » king to introduce 
new elements to complicste ma icra. He cntici-ed the Viceroy's refer* nee to 
geographhal unity, and aaked why Belgium and Uoltaiid, Norway and hweden, 
Spain and Portugal wtre aeoaraie <oiiiiinea. If there waa to be an indepeiidaiit 
Hindiiatlian. there ahoiild be Pakiaian for the .MU'^linia. 

Mr Ray Chaudhury, winding up the debaie, asid that he did not wish to ralae 
the communal queation. All that he wantinl waa to rind fome plaifoim oil which 
the different pariies could come together to disciias these maiiera. 

Rioutb of Detknus 

The House then took up Pumit Kunztus reMilution, the d»hate on which had 
been fmatponed, rrcommending ihat all |»•r^o>•a deiainid Under the 1). I. Kiiles 
should be infoimed of the grounifa of iImmi deunnon anil ihai ench charges 
together with eviilcnce in eupfsiri i-f tj.i m and » xplMnniitma h bniit'i’d hy del* hub 
should be placed in each province b fore m Jcnlj^e, or a c mmiliie of Judaea, of the 
provincial High Court, who mig ii b' a^kc<l *o euhini' a report »o 'he iiovemment 
concerned on eaih caee. I’andii Kiinziu r Iciifd to (iieieiicis in wl ivh the 
£]c**cuiive hsd alms^'d their powera. He hIho ) f>inicd oni tti»«t thi* lienifit and 
advantages claimed to be giv«'n by Ordinance 3 of 1914 apidi^d only to these 
persons who were detained wiibnut trial 

Sir M, Oopalaawamy Iyengar urg.d the Onvcnnnent to ov*»rhaiil the ordinance 
rrladng to d**leniion of |»ersona wi houi trial, and biing it into line with the 
conesmuidlng law in England. 'I here was no dearih of I* gal 'sVnl trt prevent Uie 
afipointment of advisory committees aiieh as *x’a eii in il-e I K. Ihs committees 
would be only advisory in charscier and the final dectnion would always rest with 
the Ezeciitive . . .^ t - 

Ihe Hume Memlier. Bir Reginald il/axtcs/f, repMng. said that, on the Rest 
two poiuta made in the reaciluihm. Ordioam-e 3 of 1914 adequately met the wiehes 
of the Opposiiioo. Dealiog with Uts third part of tbs reioluuou, he refvried to 
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OfdliiMOt 8^ irhiab lepltoad Bol« 86. Md idd ftiuil. alihoagli the Ocdintnot wm 
mvLfk oriticind la tbit flouM^ ht lalM to aoiiea ooj appraoiatioa of the gmt 
adfoaee io oertain polnU neda bj It la Mearing oertoio rlxhU for poraona arraaied 
or dauinadt The aUtaneot hid baao a«da that poware irivao to the EsacuiiTa 
* iisora not properly need, buu ha aaid, iha objaeiioaa which aignt ha?a beau railed 
to the aetioa ukao in eartaio oaaai waca baaed on allagauooa oolj. No one, not 
aran Hich Ooorta. had heard in fall the arldanaa on which the Go?emaenta 
aoncernad h%d acted. 'I‘ha Homa Member quoted frooi the Uouia of Oommoni dabataa 
to ahow that It had baea raeonniiad by emiaant laayara and admlniatratori in 
Ifiogland that datantlon wlihont trial waa a fanetioa of the fizaeatifa, which waa 
roaponaibla for the aafaty of the realm, ood not a function of the Judiciary. 
Altho*if(h the caaa for wtfiaory oommittaea had bean forcefully and weightily urged, 
Qofariinient coaid not aea their wa| at preaent to accept it. Ha auggaaiad, how- 
ever, chat it did ikh mean Oovarnment would never eonaidar it at any time. 

After Paiidit Kuiifru had replied, the reiolatiou waa re)eeted by 26 votaa to 
14, and the Houaa adiouruad till Monday the 2lat. 

Tut OnrmAL Exciai Biix 

2 1 at. FBBBUABT 'rhera waa a brief datiate on the Oentral Ezeiaa Bill daring 
which Mr. Or§§nJletd eiplainad tliat it waa in the intaraat of af&ciaiit adminiatraiion 
aa well an in public interaat that the varioua acta relating to Central Ezciaea 
•hould be conaolidated in one aingla enactmanL Mr. Hootain Imam welcomed 
the Bill which, ha aaid, had eartaio deairable faatnraa, bnt there were ceriaiii 
other featttrea which aought to make the law more atringeot. Proviaiona which were 
probably neoeaaary in the caaa of certain commoditiea auch aa anlt were now made 
applicable to all ezciaaiile commoditiea. He thought it would have been l)etter if 
in mattera of thia kind Government act up Joint Belact Oommitteea of both the 
Houaea of L*girtlaiure. Pandit Hridayanath Knnzra iaid that the Bill waa not purely 
a conaolidatiog meaaiire. Ha aaked why apecial proviaiona which were iieceaaery 
in the cate of aalt aboiild now be implied to alt eztdaaiila gooda. He alio criticiaed 
the wi«la penal |H>w«ra which Qovernmeiit had taken under the proviaiona of the 
Bill and aaid it would have been beiiar if tney had treated aalt and tobacco in 
thia reaptiot differently. Pandit Kitnaru alao mentioned that eomplainta had reached 
him from Cbittagong that the aiithoritiea were not imrmitiing manufacture of aalt 
for domeatio coiiaumpiioii witliout duty. 'Hit apeaker naked bow the Bill would 
affect ezclaable g<MKia prmluced in Indian Htataa comii^ into Britiah India. Mr. 
Badiha congraiulaied Giivt^rnmcni for bringing fornard aiicb a meaaure of cooauli- 
dation. He, however, comrUined that, inatead'of libiraliaing eziating proviaiona, 
they had taken the opfiori unity to atiffen the lawa ao that proviaiona which wera 
applicable to particular cumm<idiiiia now applied u» all ezciiable gooda. Mr. 
Cfreen/lvfd, winaing up die dtbate, aiated Uiat in Eiciaa mattera, Government uaually 
tiied to cany the Indian btalt'i along with them. He alao promiard to look iuto 
Pandit Kiiniru*a complaint that man iifaci lire of aalt ior domeatio conaiimpiiun waa 
not being permi’ied in Ctiittagong. Mr Ori^u6**ld referred to appn'benaione which 
had been raUed about the |»owerof Oonria to older forfeiture of animala, vebiclea, etc, 
uaeil in carrying the giaida in violaiiiNi of the Act, and aaid that the Courta which 
Would eierriac ineae iKiwera would take into conaidi ration all the circumaiaiicei of 
the c*ae. Reterriiig to the queaiion of tranaport hj aea, Mr. Greenfield aaid that 
proviaiona in thia regard did not apply to all commoditiea, -but Government would 
by initificaiUiii limit ihe oiwraiion of iheae i»r«»viaiuiie to particular commodiiiea. 
'ihe Bill waa paii^ed by the Council aa it had emerged from the liower Huuae. 

Ihe 0*uncil iiezi paaa«;d the Bill to furiher amend the Coffee Maiket l!;zpai>eioo 
Aet and the Bill o c maolidate and amend the Uiw relaiing to Central Uuiiea uf Ezetee, 
both aa paaaed by the Legialative Aaaemhiy. IheCouucil ttieii adjaprned till the 2Jrd. 

Ubatb or Mbs. Kabtdrba Gavdbi 

2M. FEBRUARY The Oouooil of Bttie ailjoiirned for half an hour today before 
taking up the bui.inraa on the agenda na a maik of reapeot to the memory of Mra. 
Gandhi. Pandit Kuntru, making a reference to tier death, aaid that irreapective of 
differeiieea uf opinioiia the entire nation mourned the death of Mra, Gandhi and 
■iiggcaltd that the Council thould be adjourned at a mark of reepeet to her memory 
and aleo a telegram might be eeut to Mabauna Gandhi ezprcaaing the sym|«atby of 
the House in hit bcreavemeiiu _ _ 

Gbrilbal OmcuBiiov or Railway Budobt 

When the Conncil met again nficr halltn-hour’n ndjouinmenti Fandii Kwum 
and eeveral other mcmhecs were abecaU On acecniBt of Ibt adJoamzMiiti the 
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qofliNdii boar «•« disi«iiied with and tha Ortancil than began genital dhwaaaion 
ftn the Rtillway Hir Panwram regretiHl that in apiti* of the big aorilai^ 

paaaengar ferea were to hr ini rrHerd. The Ciovrrnnirni wrie killing ihe goope ibal 
laid ihe golden egg ; in hia orinton it ana tlie thiid cUm irNtrilitig iMiblic alio 
bad contributed mo^t to the railway cariiinga He waa not convinced by the reaaona 
addun^ by QnTfTnine*it fur tiiltaiic*enieiii m the |taaacn);<T larva and a^ked **iHiw 
can thie act aa an anti-inflitiionaiy n:eaaure T*' Bir ]*ai>oraiD reftrr*d to Ilia 
qaeation of tranapnrt and anid it intenaillid famine erndiiioiia. CiK'bin and 
Travaiicorr, for iiiftaiire, a^re aiill auffrittig liecauae railwav helit aae not adtqiiaie. 
II It waa abaoloiely nei'e^aary to raiae tarea» he eoiialdrted that a 124 iier lent itio 
would be more appropriate. 

bir Shantidaa Aakuran critieiaed tha railwayi for bad accounting, faulty 
eatimatea and failure! lo iiiiliae tiie opimriiiiiitiaa created by the war. 

bir David Oevadoaa coiitrndrd that nobody in there daya travelled for pleaaiira. 
At any rate, ao far aa South India waa poneer.iAl, ha could aaaiira the Houae that they 
did not have niomy to apend on iinneceaaary travel. It waa unfortunate Uiat llie 
people of loaer claaai'e ahould lie tnieii more. 

ffaji Ahdus Sattar rtated that enhancement of ratea would not relleva 
overcrowding or rombat inflation in the country, tie draw attention to the iiOHafia- 
factory arrangementa for food on the railwayeand urged Ihe War Tranafiori Mimber 
lo remedy theae defe<‘ts. 

Mr. BaUhah did not think the inereace in fares would have any 
deflationary efTet as the measure aflerted Only that aection of lli« popula- 
tion that travelled in traina and he characterise the increase aa an atompt to 
profiteer on the part of the railaaja and Vhare in the general t ltiniiir.' He 
rontended that ilie present overcrowding in traina waa not due in iilrnniiil money 
as the Transport Member had atatid but due to lack of aluinaiive modea of 
trane|H)rt and in«‘rea«>ed mditary traffic. 

Sardar Sohha Singh strongly ot>|xised the 25 per cent Increase In railway fares 
and said that 82 per cent of the travelling public were thiid class twasengers and 
it woitld he unfair to impose thia addtiionsl burden on thrm. He said that unless 
tiiere third class passengers were ezenipied from thia rite, he must sek the House 
not Co supiort the hud|:et. 

Mr. Hosanin Imom pointed nut that the working expenditure had Increased 
during the last five years from 78.C8 crores to 114.10 ctorts and offsei the fO |»er 
cent increase in income during the tame period and be thought that this inen-ase 
in working ez|ieiiditnre was not jusiiflaide. Kegsrding the proposal to ifTici miaiii 
improvements on the Assam. Bengsl and Kasb-rn Bengal Hallways, Mr Imam asid 
that theae railwsys iisd alwava been defleii railways and during the Isai live years 
tiny showed a deficit of Rs. 169 lakhs. Now for eneciing these irnpiifVi m*itis, ibeir 
capital outlay whs going to be tficr<a-ed by 40 |)er cent There was no jiisiiflcaiicm 
to do so. Tiie'>e imttrovementa were obviously tntended for military piirioais and 
therefore, thia HdiliiioiiHl expenditure on these railways should be d»bi»e<l, not even 
to the Govern men t of India, but to Hia M*<]'aty'a Govenimeiit and eenainly not to 
the railway revenues. Krftning to conI trai-apirrt, Mr. Imsm anggealid ihalH.M.G. 
should be ssktd tfi obtain roal from Botitli Afrira and secure some ahipt-ing apace 
to transport this boiirh Afiiciin coal to places in India |>articulaily on me west 
cosst snd In boiitb India, If this were done, U would meet the aimslion created hy 
the siiortage of wagons and at the same time relieve the coal sesreity in thia 
country. 

Winding up the debste, the War Transport Member, BIr Edvicrd BanthalL 
said that he appneisted ilie expreaaiona of appreciation by some memitert of what the 
oflicera and men of the rail ways were doing. Buch apprv'Ciaiion would eneonrage thf 
m<n who were carrying out an onerous task. Keferriiig to bir A. Blianihisa 
Aski)ran*a remarks that the budget eatimatee were faulty, the War Tranapoii 
Member said th" method adopted hy Government wae the only praeiicsl one. He 
thought that bo>h exiteDdiiiire and r<ecipts would iticreate with the arrival of new 
locnmotive** and wugons, which he ltn|ied, would also foereaae their efficiency, bir 
Edward asid several m^ mbera had fainted out the shortage of lights In carrisgea anil 
that appeared to ai'ply particularly to the Bengal and Assam Rsilwaya. 'Itif 
difficulty there, be said, was purely one of getting the malerisl. But the trouble 
started with the public aiealitig the bulbs sod ftitiDga In very large numbera. On 
the queation of tbe food shortage in 1 rsvaocort and Codiin, he said Uiat ihe Food 
Department wan fully aware of the euffirltigw of the peo|ile end were doing ell they 
eould to help. Bir Edward maintaioed that the tael that more wen 
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tafilliai la crdM wm wtaiBlj doe to tbo imter dieolotto of nootv in 
oonntrj. Uo qnotod ftitvM to thow Ihot tlio iuetMMd Irnflio woo eonftnid not only 
to Ihi third elnvt oat kImo to the upper cioMoe. he would not iKne ibei o?er« 
erowdiiig wee meliilj due to incrcnecd mUiteiy treffic. Be pointrd out tbei in the 
jeer 1U42*44 the feecnue from eieilieo peeeengere ebovid en locteeae of Be. 10 
ororei while the eorreepondiDK revenue from militerj |«eeengcre trevelliiig * un 
ordtiierj treiiie ehowcd en incrveee of only ebout three crorce. bir Edweid Mid ibet 
eoother eeuae of overcrowding wee pilgrim treflio. The Coundl et tbie euge edjourtted. 

BTAUlLieATKUl Of PEldB 

t4th. PBBRUART After queetion hour, the Couneil of Stele peeicd Mr. 
Houain /mum'# rtSulutioii reeommeodinu tbet price contrul end ed«queie eupply 
of requiremeute of the egriculiuriete he tekrii in heird Replying on brhelf ol the 
Oovernmeiitfe Mr. B. if. Sen eeid : Uovernment of Indip bed lekni up tlie qmctioe 
of inoreeeed eupplv of ooneumere* gooiie to eKrieuliuriete very eeriuuvly end were 
doing tbeir beet in the metter. Ine recoluiiun wee retber wide in ite ecoiie, but 
ne escured the Houce the! eo fnr ee eMeutinl erticiee were concerned iioverumeut 
were doiug ell the^f eouid. 

BIBABILITATIOII. FBOORAimi 

The Oouncil then touk up Mr. M. N. Dalal'e reeolntion recommending the 
nppoiiiimeiit of e eoncnltetive eommtttee compoeed of non-officiel repreeeiit«ti?ei of 
the Oentrel IjCgieleiure end repreeenteilvee from Indien finenciel end commerclel 
interecte to edviiie Qovcriimeiit to rebebilitete the economic etruciure of the country. 
After eome diwsueeion the t evolution wee withdrewii. 

Mamofactorb of LocouomBB 

Pandit Hridaynath Kuneru then movtd e reeolntion recommending thet etepo 
be teken to menufactare broad gauge loeomotivee in Indie. He eeid bia object in 
reieing diioueaioii on thia queetion wea to etrese the reaponeibiliiy of the Guvern- 
meiit end the Bailwa^ lloeid for the preeent aiiuation. The need for locomotives 
wee eiiremely urgent end Ooveriimeiit chould have taken etepc earlier to meet tbic 
uned. The dobete wea et this aiege poatiHiiied, end the House ndjourned. 

ObHBRAL IMSGUS^IOH OF BuDOBT 

7th. MARCH :»Tbe Oouncil today begin lie dehete on the Budget. Sir 
Skantidae Ankuran, referring to Indie’e defence cipeiidiiure, etetcd tbet it bed risen 
6i tiiuee since I9.M end that the ooaiit» could not afford tliie ^terrible ecale ’ of 
expenditure. Ue apprehended tbet if oSeneive operetione egeinet Japan began ibis 
year, the eatimetea miglib be exceeded by e large margin. Regarding RPl, he 
euggeeted that out of the 19.64% proiKicid to be immoi>ilis»‘d, Ooveriiment aluiotd 
be cob lent to keep onljf hell ea deposit end leeve the other half to the induetry. 
If Ihic wee not done the incentive lor further production would be teken awey to 
the detriment of the war effort. 

> Mr. M, N, Oalal urged the Commaoder*in-C9iief to eonaider the poecihility, 
ooneieiently with war ezigeiiciee, of bringing back to India more Indian iroopa 
from abroad to replace Briiiab troope whoae maintenance waa more cosily. Indian 
troops, whose acbievrm uts bed .drawn preiee from all quarUrs, could eurcly be 
trusted to defend their native coil. 

Pir A. P. Putro felt that the question of production and industrial eipsnsion 
had received very little attention from the Ftnance Member, and said whatever wee 
propoeed would take effrct only after the wer. 'ihe inoextive to egiiculinre w(«uld 
be lesaAiied with pru*ee falling and there waa already a iioticeahle eliding down 
towarda that He hoind Government jwould not fail to encourage agrirultnre and 
InduMtriee no#, and laid no country had grown proeperoue by utilinng imported 
raw material. 

Pandit Hridaynath Kuneru. deiltng with defence expenditure, utd elthough 
the country bed no coneiiintinnel meaiie of ditpiiiiiig the deeiaions of the Defence 
auiboritlea, he waa afraid that in apiie of tlie maximum nquitemenia ol India being 
fixed,. tliia would inelude ^quirements which were not purely Indian. 'Ihe reeon- 
qaect of Burma waa an Imperial concern for which HllG ahuuld bear the burden. 
He wented to know the proimriioo of Indian and Brniah irooia in IndU; He a^bd 
whether African tiooiw in Indin w«re paid on the same ecalca ea Indinn cnlditre 
or et a higher rate. Whjp wee it iieeeaeary, he caked, to bring theae irtaipa into 
India when Government were claiming thet ihty were able to raiae a purely 
folunteiy army of over 2,(00,OU) in the country. Pandit Kuuaru wondered how 
tho Qoverumout ol luoia oould agcoa to tho 'Wudaiona" pcoesdure of alloaiug 
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BrfftiHi «nd the USA to e^ll gold in Indie et ptoliieble retee end etM why HMQ 
could not iren«fi*r the gold to the Indieii 0<>Ternmetit ei the eeeheoge rate, 

Itr. /. B. Burdtr coiigretuleted the Finenee Menlier on the eelleot leetnree 
of the Hiidiset. He epnreiMetpd the relief given to the poor men by reiaing the 
tNZHble minimum to Re. 2,000. end eiiggeeted tliet Uovernmeiit thoiild do everything 
ill their power to eiiroiirege prod motion of eoiieomer gooda in the country end 
where that wee not poeaible for import of eaeentiel goode, for the benefit of the 
poor. Referring to ell Hsatioii of revt-nuee from iueome>taz between the c mtre end 
the Provincre, he Iio|m><I that the Central Qov«*rnmvnt would give etiention to Itcngel 
to eneiire that the fiuanoea of that province were not left in au^h e elate ea to 

S revrnt her from embarking on any pi^ramme of t»oat-wer recoiiHiruoion. Beiieel 
ad aiifTTed and wu anfTfring more then any other province by rcaaon ol her 
proximity to the area of military operadoiia. 

Mr. 0, S. Matilal derlart-d that Ida general imprcaaion of the Budget was 
that the keynote of Britieh policy in India waa exploitation of the tmople of this 
couiitry^xploitatioii in time of tteaee and greater exploitation in war-time. The 
iroimaition of exciae duty on textilea and the prineiple of Imperial preference, he 
•aid, were deaigiied to help England to aell her goode to India and now in war*iime 
every facility wae itiven to England to buy 'gooda from India. He aleo eriiicised 
the Offence exi^ndi'are, ehout which they bed no detailed information. 

Mr Hotnain Imam eomplained that adequate proviaion had not been made 
for relief of evaeueea in India. Referring to dollar reeonrcee he angueated that theae 
ahonid ha avaiNhIe to the Keaerve Bank for eireulaiinii in India and the Keaerve 
Boik Act ahonid be amended aiiitahly. Mr Imam queationed the iineiitiona uf tin 
Government to import more oonanmer gooda into the eoniitry during the coming 
year, becanae he found no tncreaaed proviaion under revenuea from Cuatoma diitiea 
for the period. 'There ia no word to apply to the Budget except rubbery," he 
declared. 

'rhe President oh]^ting to the word J'robbery" at unparliamentary. Mr. Imam 
amended it to **dtahoiieat." *Tt it a mianomer to call the Budget a budget or 
even a atatement of effaira : it it a atalemeiit of actioiia taken by Government at 
their own diacretion," Mr. Hoaaain added. 

Manufactorb of Locomotives 

15th. MARCH : --The Ooanod paaaed without a diviaio>i Pandit fCuneru'a resolu- 
tion recommending that at*ina ba takan for tlie manufacture uf iiroad gauge loco- 
mo'ivee in lodii. Mr. Kalikar^ reuimiiig the debate, referred to the complete 
unanimity of opinion prevailing in the country, both am mg olflciala and non- 
officiala on th|a qiieation. and complained that the Givernment were imraiaieotly 
reaianng the piihlio deinand for the maiiufaeture of locomotive**. Bir A, P. Patro 
thought that the war ahonid act aa a aiimuliia to Goveinment to undertake the 
manufacture of locomoiivee immediately. Since Government had accepted the 
recnmmeiidatinna of the eziwrt committee, there wae really no dispute between the 
Government and the reet of the Hnuee on the nrecaei'j of manuftietiire of broad 
gauge enginea. Mr. Boseain Imam argmd that the maniifaciure of liK'i moUvia 
waa not a i>urelv eivil affair. It waa one of the urgent neede of the war aitiiatiori 
and he Mt that if the Government preaaed tb**ir demand for machinery, th* y would 
atteceed Im gePing it from abroad Sir 8 , V. i?oK Secretary. War Tranaimrt l>e|»art* 
ment, accepted the principle underlying the reaolution and aaid that Goveriim"nt were 
going aliea with the echome. He pointed out that the queaiioti of and 

layonta* in recard to the Kanchrapara factory waa under correapoiidenee wi h the 
cooaul'iiig engineers and aeanred the Houae that Government were determtiod to 
pnah forward with the echeiae. He, however, elated that there were diffii ultiea in 
obtaining mactiiiiery and toola which were of a complicated character. Government, 
he added, accepted the reaolution only with the one proviao that it could not be 
immediately put into oiwration, owing to difficulty in getting the neceaaary m4ehiiiery. 
Pandit Kunaru regretted that government bad not prevailed iiimn ttu'roaelvei to 
aeaure (he Hnnae that they would get over the difficultiea in the way of making a 
start im media tel V end eaid this policy of Government had eanacd ho h amioyence 
and aniie y in the country. Noibitig that had iicen aaid by Sir 6. N. Roy in the 
Council or by the War Traoeport Member in the Aaeemhly bad removed the 
impreaeioo that the inability to mannfacture looomotiv«*e at present waa due to the 
Blaekoe«*a of the Railway Board and their failure to take up thia qfieaiion earlier. 
Sir 8. N. floy*e aaeuranre was aatiafaeiory no far aa it went. Tits mrmbrra were 
efreld that the importatioo of loeomotivee from Amerlea In large niimbere might 
fttcnlih a lieih afgumeal lo thi lallwsi aathorities to pat of mannlaetwe Im IttM 
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Bal b« WM ftrj g\td thtt Sir B. N. Boj had Kifen a elaar iHaranee oo tbia point 
by slating that sfen if ths Siiat of mAQiiiaeture wat more than in other eoantriea 
g^fernment would aiilt take atepo to manufacture loeomotiTsa in India. Winding 
up ttie debate, tiir Eiward Benthall, M»*mber, War *rrans|H>rt, explained that it 
might take two and half years to nee the firet locomotire engine aftf*r the setting up 
of a factory. It was a matter of extreme urgency to aee that the preeeut traffic 
mofcd and tb|t was met by the importation of eiigin«*s and hy more efficient repair 
work. Had it not been for the fore-aight of the iioeernmeiit in deciding to imitort 
engiuaef dir EMw<ird eaid, wa would haee Inicn in a aorry plight to-day. Dealing 
with the difficulties that faced gorernment In the aetting up of a lo(^omotive factory 
now, dir ISdward said that they would hate to make proviHion for the immediate 
repair worke and aUo some viul work carried on in ^irorkrthopg. 'I'he aetting up 
of a factory was a big underUking which had got to be treat^ witii aeriouHiiess. 
He assured the Home that Government were domg everything ponaihle to finalise 
the plana and efforie to put through would be puvhed forward with the maximum 
poe^ible energy and speed. They would have two or three workshops for the 
manufacture of locomotives but what precise time it would take did not lie in his 
hands. The Uouee passed the resolution and adj^mriitd. 

Debate on tbe Food diruATioN 

16tk. MARCB Mr. B, R, Sen^ Director-General of Food, moving the 
conaideratioii ut the food aituation in the country, ext resaed the deep sense of Sorrow 
of the House for those who suffered and lost their lives during the last famine in 
Bengal and also expressed India's graiitiide to those friHiids across the seas in 
distant lands whose active sym^iathy in their hour of, trial had been a source of 
eoiace and strength. Dealing with the immediate problem. Mr. Ben said that it 
was the considered view of the Government of India that the question of procure* 
roent oould not be solved by reversion to free trade or by the establishment of a 
Central foodgraina monopoly They had, therefore, agreed to the provinces continu- 
ing to shoulder the responsibility of procurement both on their behalf, whather for 
their own oonaumption or for export to deficit provinces and on behalf of the 
Central Government for Central Government needs, including the Defence services. 
At the same time, it was iiicumheiit oo the Ooveriimeiit of India to exercise a 
degree of mipeiintendeiicc and control, necessary to aeimre the effective discharge of 
that function. Replying to the charge that the quality of fondgrains supplied to 
deficit areas from aurplua areas was the resfNmHibility of the Central Government, 
Mr. Ben re-stated that under the piesent syshm the responsibility of arranging for 
iiiepeoiioo for desp.iich of fond grains from the anpplying areas with a view to 
ensuring qualiiy waa that of the receiving proviucial Government and not of the 
Central Gnvernment. Mr. Ben asanred the House that e«’ery one concerned waa 
eoiisciona that transport movement, no leas than purchase, would be a determining 
factor in the aucoesi «*f the pmeureroeiit scheme. Referring to the present food 
eitiiatioo in Bengal, Mr. Beii aaid they had been blessed with a very botiniiful rice 
harvest. They had impnrteii siihttoiiial quantities of food grains and were now 
almost in daily touch with Hia M’tjesty'a Government on the subject of future 
imporiation programme. Mr. Ben said that it was the public leaders and the Press, 
ill whose iiands the outcome of the issues largely lay. It was their over-riding 
duty in this hour to help their own people. Mr. Sen stated that there was no 
intrinsic sotroity in Bengsl ss s whole this year. Tlie problem was essentially one 
of distrihuiioii within the province end the Aman procurement scheme, with certain 
modificstions,'* was in operation in the province siuoe January. The operation of the 
sidieroe during the laat two and half rooiitlis had brought out some interesting Isct 
The eultivaiors spiieared to be holding on to their crop as they bad n^ver done 
before. Mr. Ben dealt at length with the eoiiditi'»ns' obtaining in Malahsr, Trsvsneore 
and Gkiohin and aaid tliat the Government of India bad decided to send 4,000 tons 
Immedistsly to Cochin for providing a reserve, in addidon to the quotM which 
would he allotted to I'ravaneore and Cochin jointly under the basic plan. 

The Mahart^jj Kumnr of Noihipur said that there teemed to be a suspicion in 
the minds of the sgrloulturiats generally that the Government might attach the 
standing cropa and commandeer them for army use. Government he said, should 
poblioly proclaim that they have no such Intention. The food requirements of lbs 
army, iie thought, had been over-emidiasiaed in the past to the neglect of the dvilien 
populsilon. He urged for the eHminsGon of competitive buying. The present 
minbtry In the province, he said, bad failed to tackle the sRoadoo and anggssted 
Ihitt nmns mIgBt be fottnd for ths temtlon of a mlnlatry, conaiBting of w tho 
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^ PTOviMibMA thmhj ilmgtlMQ thi hands of ths 


Mr. SunJ Kumar Bop Chaudhurp said thni tbs inprofcmsafc In Beniral. 
thODffh not tubauntial, was dne to ths Asian enp harfsst Hs eonplained £at 
the UoYfrnment of Bvnaal were nol doing all th«j shonld. TliSf weis busy 
aoppreasing n<*wB in regard to the food aitnatUm. Bsppliss that were made availahls 
now were Imd in quality and it apiieared to hiai that they were hoarded atoeks. To 
improve the present situation and to avert a greater ealamlty, Mr. Ohniidhury said 
that the Qoveniment of India, ihroi^b the provincial Government, should take more 
energetic steps. He also urged that h Government, ispresenting all the pi rtiva In the 
province, should be net up. 

Mr. G. S, Motilal anked how many of the recommendationB of the Foodgraina 
Commitfee had been given effect to by the Government. He emphaaiacd that. 
iiiHtead of ezpei ting outside help, the Central and provincial Ctoveriimenta in the 
country should do all they could to improve the situation. 

Rai Hahadur S, K, Dua gave a picture of the conditions in rural Bengal. 
Measures should be taken to utilise tracts of waste land for the production of 
food crops. 

Sardar Sobha Sitiffh urged that the transport system should be improved. 
The most imiiortant thing was to bring all cultivable land under the plough. 

Bir David Devadosa complained that military cOnlractora were offTiiig higher 
prices than those prevailing in the marketa and, thus, increasing the price level, 
l-tovernment should also see that the money which they were granting to cultivators 
should actually reaeh them. Ho wondered whether even 75 jM^r cent of the amounts 
tlius granted was actually reaching the cultivator, Lastly, he urged that tlie militiiry 
should make it a rule to grow their own vegetables. For want of green regetablea, 
in Madras many people were atiffering from scabies. 

Bir A. JP, Pairo complained that other parts of India, e8t>ecially the west 
coast'— Malabar, Cochin and t ravancore,— had not received the same athniion as 
Bengal. V\ hat hnd happened in Bengal in 1943 had also haf»pened all along the 
seat coast. He urged that the same degree of aasistanee and relief should be 
extended to Boinh li dia as to Bengal and stated that the agriculiurist in Bouth 
India was in no way in a better position than in Bengal, 

Bir Parsurum aecnsrd middlemen, profiteers and hoarders of cresting black* 
markets and sucking the very blood )f the people’ and urged Government to take 
steps to eradicate this evil. 

Mr. Mohendrn Lai Das complained that Assam had received very little atten- 
tion from the siithorities Assam’s voice wna so weak that it was rarely beard. 

17tb. MABCH : — Pandit Kumru said that Mr. BenVspHfch >istrrday bad created 
the impression that the OoTernmei’t were rather o|ttmiatic. He compared the 
situation in the country with that obtaining in Britain and said in spite of the 
fact that Britain was fared with greater dUrnuIties. she was aide to find shipping 
space to import half of her food requirements. Hecommindcd the stcfrs taken by 
the Madras Government to increase tl^e weekly quota of fo<*d grains to Malabar 
from lUOOO hms to 1.5,0CX) tons but complained that the Government were still 
trotting out difficultiea of transport to explain their inability to feed the People. He 
regretti^d that Mr. Ben bad not made any reference to Bouth Kanara in liis aiwecb. 
He had information, which was aupporM by the collector of the district, that the 
district would require about 18.000 tons more of food grains, lie hoped Mr. Bsn 
would look into this. In regard to Orisaa, Pandit Kunxru appealed to the Central 
Government to show more consideration. It would not be correct for the Central 
Government to practically compel the Oriaaa Government to go on exporting food at 
the present time as in the past. The export of rice, he sdded, was only made 
possible because of the poverty of the people. Referring o Bengal, be said tliat with over 
12 million tons of food grains at its diapoaal this year, he would expettt there 
would be no ahorUge of rice in the deficit districts and that the pricea would be 
within reach of everyone. But be was aorry to lay that information in hit 
possession did not enable him to believe that the poUtion was satisfactory in cither 
of these reepecla. ^ . ... 

Mr. Busaain Imam thought that Mr. Ben’s statement yesterday was a eomprsheu* 
live and clear atatement of facta and he welcomed the progrete made in pnrsoaiiee 
of the Foodgmins Policy Committee’s recommendatiims. Mr. Imam depreeated 
attempts being made in Bengal by interested parties and intereifed Mtaoos to 
create diffienlties and asked the Central Govemnral to state el;orl7 thHr poljey 
in this respect Did they want to cDcomaga such actions t Did thay wnnt that 

16 
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llitii dMNild be bo ooDfidenee in tbe ontboriiy of the Ooffranrat f Wm thol 
OoimmeDi'e poliey or did thef wont to rehebilitete oonfldeiioe f Mr. Iniin orieed 
the (^mneiit to nebe eftileble to dehrmitD in Bengnl more bonte fiihor free 
of eoet or oo eeef bire-imroboee««yetem. Oofernment ebonld not be content with 
cItIbie only 10,000 boete. On tbe qat^iion of retioiiing, Mr. Imam thonght 

tbettbo rotiOB of one lb. of riee end wheat wee not enffieifiit. Ue nreed that tbia 
be inereated to 2 Ibe. per head for nanuat Uboura and one and half per bead 
lor ordinary eitiiene. The exieting rationa if neceaaary be aopplcmenird by 
other food graini. Mr. Imam augerated that Ooferiiment ahould import tiaetora 
from abroad for oolleetire farming. They might even take over aome lande in 
AMm for thie purpoee and run a farm on ecientific linee. 

Sir Jogender Singhs member for Education, Health and Lande, etated that 
100 tractora had been oraered from the U. B A. and ought to be deliverfd here at 
a^ lime now. He dealt at length with various measures taken by Government to 
afford medical relief to Bengsl and disclosed that the military wae UHlug jeeps 
and water transport to reach these supplies to outlying areas. He paid a tritiute 
to the military authorities who had nndered invaluable asNistanee to Bengal in this 
rsspeet. There were 10 militsry hospitais, each with lOU to 300 biMis spread over 
10 districts. Besides mobile trucks, by the production of a suitable injection for 
starvation esses in a state of ehllapse. the All India Institute, of Hygiene and 
Public Health bad enabled a 90 |ter cent death rate to be converted into 90 tier 
cent cure rate. The situation hsd really improved snd cholera mortality had fallen 
to 00 per week. QUO eases had been treste«l by medical personnel upio the 10th 
Fehrusry. Besides military assisrsnee the Govern men t of India had made available 
to Bengal the serviifes of a number of medical oflSuers. 

Bit Satyendranath Roy. BtcreUry. War Transport Department, etated that 
Oofernment had never intended that the Transport Der>srtment hsd been 
able to move all that there was to be moved, but as far as foodgrsiiis were concerned 
he could claim that, hy and Urge, the Deiiartment had moved the reqnirementa of 
the Food Dept. In Bengal, especially certain parts of Esstern Bcngnl, movimeut 
waa dependent on boat transport. For internal movement in Bengal, Governineiit 
hid allotted 95 broad-gauge wagons and over 30 metre-gauge wagons v>fr day, but 
hi should be wrong if he were to asy that the aitiiaiion 'in rH|>srd to internal 
trsns|)ort was satisfactory. Government, he added, realised the difficulties and were 
doing their best to overcome them. 

Winding up the debuts, Bir Jwaiapraiad fi^rtvaefatia claimed that but for the 
meaaures adopted by the F«iod Department to mset the situation, loasi'S in ^ngal 
would have bMu far greater and the province would have been faced wi:h a much 
bigger disaster. Governmenl of India, he said, were lisving an All-India policy in 
rggard to food and were giving effect to it. H. E. thi Viceroy in his various public 
ntieranees had made it plain that (lolicy. He claimed that tbe Fnud Department, 
slnei last August, had played a very important part in alleviating the food 
aituailon. Nobody regretted more then himstif the ^palling loss of life in Bengal 
but ha waa sure that had it not been for what tbe Food Department bad done, this 
loss would have beca far greater and Bengal would liave been faced with a much 
bigger ditaster. Bir Jwala Praaad iminted out that there was enough tood in 
Bengal thU year. The conditione lor success had also been created. The world 
and the rest of India would place a heavy responsibility on the Government 
nod the people of Bengal, if they faiUd lo fm themselves this year. The food 
debate concluded and the Honte adjourned till Wednesday March 22. 


MnncBaHT Buippiho Amend. Biix 

22Dd. MARCh The Council paased Mr. Boo^ain ImanCa Bill to amend the 
]^dlBn Merchant Shipping Act, 19& la passed by the Assembly. Mr. R, S, 
Banerjaa, Bmetary, Overseas Department, pointed out that tbe present war comlitiona 
were not ■uitable for enforcing the Bill but gave an aainrsnce that Government 
would not unduly delay its enforcement aa aoon as the abnormal oooditiona eeaae 
to CEist 

Bxcbahgb Ratio or Rupee 

Mr. Arotsain Tmam^a resolution suggesting the appointment of a Committee 
eonaiattBg of membera of the Central Legislature, bueinesamen and agriculturiata 
to lecommend a auitable permanent exchange value of the rupee to help the 
•gneultural and InduatriaT rehabilitation of * India in tbe poauwar period was 
iwWd without a divlabo. In the bouree of the debate on it, Mr. imam said iba 
^ nol •nggestad any gpesifle mtio baonnM bn thoaght it should be kit to thn 
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OMBmitiw to do^. Ha (cTemd to tha plana aManatioR fro* tha United Stataa 
of Amorica Mid Great Britain for regulanttg poat-war iutariiaitoaal exeliange and 
eormcj and aatd onee an aara* men t waa reached theia moald ba no tcopa foe 
Dttila^ral action for individual nationa to reattlNte their aiehanna rataa Ha 
eiltieiacd tha preaant ezchang*^ «nta of la. Od. and aaid thia waa intended to ba a 
tanporary menanrOi Pandit Hriiaffnath JSTuntru aaid : Tha crux of tha nattar 
waa not that the azchanica rata ahtnild ba flzad at praaeiit, but that Indiana freedom 
to determina an exchaiifte ratio auitable to her intereata ahould not ba lakan 
away from bar. Appraheiiainna had been ^created in the minda of the people in 
tbia eouiitry in regard to what bearing tha deeinioiia of the International Confeianoa 
which waa likely to be held In tha naar future, would have on tha oountry'a 
aoonomy, it wat, thrrefora, neeeaaary that Government ahould Harify their pdioy, 
Mr. o\ B. JoneM, Fiiinnce Secretary, regretted he could not acoept the reaofution. 
Ha raealled that the iiaaaing of the Ueaerve Rank Act by the Legislature entailed 
rw'Ognitlon on their part of the provinion that the Reserve Bank waa the pru|iec 
body to advise Government in this matter. Bia firat objeoiioii waa on this acoim, 
6*'eondly, present condiiiona were far too full of uncertain factors to enable any 
body of men to recommend aniiable rates of exchange for the Imllsii rupee whether 
in terma of t>ouiid ateiling or dollar or g<ild. Fur thia reasoti, the appointmaut of 
a Oommittae would he prematura sod ineffective. 

ClTlZEKBUIP KiQBTS OP IWDIAMS IK AMERICA 

The Conncil next paaaed Mr G. S, Afbft7a/*s resolution recommending that early 
steps ba taken to secure right of eitiseoahip for IndiaiiH reaident in the U. S. A. 
He aaid that IndiH had played a great imrt In tiie war and tnia fact alone ahould 
be enough for the U. 6. A. to accept the Indian claims for entry int) the U. S. A. 
Sir Ol»f Caroe. Secretaiy for Bxieriial AfMrs. accepied the resolution on behalf 
of the Uoreriiment. Hia r**Na<iii for iiiterv«ning in the debate at this early siaga 
was to bear wiiiieaa to the efforts that tiie Government of iiidia made to emnhasiae 
the ne«d of gOndsill and u< d^'ratanding on the U. S. Govern nient. He wai 
anxious that the d»baie should he <*eiitr«d on the future rather than the past. 
8ir Ulaf refeired to the two Bills that had b«eii iiitrodu ed in the U. H. I gialaiura 
and aaid the one inirodticed in the Up|»er House sought to give ciiiscnship rigbta 
to Indians who had been naident in the U. 8. prior to 111:^4. 'Ihia would have 
DO effect on Indians who might wish to enter the U. 8. A. in future. Wi<at Indian 
opinion wantid was the eoNctment of a measure giving exactly the same ireaiment 
to Indiana as had alr*ad> bt^en accorded to the Chiiteir-.-eiiiry under quota and 
the right to obtain citixtuship. The a»'Coitd Bill, which waa rncenily inirmlueid 
ill the House of Kepieaeinatives. aimed at aeciiring for Indiana this poeitioii. In 
the U. 8 A. only f^nvate m*robera could introduce legielation and nut tha 
Government, and he hoped that noihing would be sstd in the deb.tte today which 
would make it difficult for the aii'horitiea who were very eynipatlietii* to aecura 
the ob)ecU which were desired. The Conncil at this stage adjjurued till March 27. 
iNDIAH COCOAKOr COMM. BlLL 

?7th. MARCH The Council held a brief aitiing today and paaaed the Indian 
Cocoanui Ciimmitiee Bill, an official mcasurej as passed hy the Assembly. Tha Bill 
provided lor ilie creation of a fund for ibe imi>ruvement aud devciupmeiit ot tha 
eulttvatioii, marketing and uiilizstioo of roeosnuis. 

llEBATR OH THE FlKAHCR BILL 

Sktb. MARCH »->Tbe Finance Bill sa reeum mended by His Kxcelteney tha 
Viceroy was inir<docted in the Cuiincil of 8tste today by Mr. C. t/onef, Finaoea 
^retary. Mr. P, N Savru, who oiwned the debate on behalf of the Opposition, 
considered it a '*ain'’ to vote for ilie Finance Bill, but at the same time made it 
elaar that Ids vote must not be regarded as a vote agsiiiat the war efforts of iba 
country. “We are not opi^oied to India’s paniciimiion Ip tha war in JntM M 
boDournbla eo-oiwration;’ ha aaid. •^We aia asked to vote fmr a bill, which will 
become Uw wiib or without our approval and will place funds at iba disposal af 
an J^eeuiiva Council whom we neitiiar r«gard at representative of ths popular will 
nor efficient for carrying out ihe war tfforta of thia great ^uutry. He realised it 


tancea ihdr voicaHiiad a moral eignificanca. Befcrring to the defenca exMiidiUira 
Mr. Hanrn said that last year the Governmeut stoted that the expenditura on 
ddeim mr^wa ^nld not ba higher thia year than In 1942^ but aatnaUy tba 
xpaaditaxa bad BMNinted np. 



m TaBODinHXLOFSTATI Cmrracot- 

Mr. Jmm fbe Fbiiiioe SeeriBttry inlarfanad lo «zpliio tbil the G otiew i a i wi 
ixpeetitUmi did doC miiefiAliM. If mm diviikmi l&ad mo?ed iato Biirmi, the 
lodian tai-payer would get • idfof to tbe extent thet tlm expenditure of the treope 
mofcd in irirntd not full on him. 

Mr. 8amu wonted to know if the depertnre of Indion troope would not 
leeuH in Britfeti troope toking their ploee. He oiked whot would be Indio’e 
moximum liobility ia the fineoeiol ogreement between Hie Mojeety^e Gorernmeot 
Olid the Goreruiqent of Indio. The ogreement wee between two unequolg, between 
hie Mejesty'e Government ond iu euboidinote branch. Mr. tSopni oefccd 
whot the Government hod done for the eocioi eeeurity of the people. He eriticieed 
the new Uxee end urged the Government to Improve the moebioery for the eollcc- 
tion of vital etatietice. Dealing witli ttie political eitnaiion in tlie country, Mr. 
Bapru aaid that tliere waa o deadlock in thie country beoauee Govern men t apoke 
with mental reaervationa. Govern men t*a intention to make India aelf-governing van 
not trnated either by the Congreaa or by the Lieague, or even by the ao-called 
loyaliata. He likened tlie Auguat Beaolution of tlie Congresa to that of a trade 
union reaolution which mentiuned general atrikea if certain things did not hapMn. 
Government wanted that Coiigreas leaders should come forward, **not m Back cloth 
ashes** and declare **oh I please, air, we are sorry we paaaed the August Resolution.** 
*‘Yoa want to break the morale of the Indians'*, Mr. Bapru added, ‘*you want to 
import the Versailles aptrit in dealing with the Congress leaders, xoa want an 
admiasion of defeat." Mr. Bapru thought that that waa not the apirit in which the 
Government would be able to solve the Indian pioblem. It waa of vital importance 
that they should achieve independence and there could be no comproniiae on the 
principle of independence Mr. Bapru Btresaed the importance of an accredited 
representative of the Indian people participating in the Peace Conference. He 
thought it waa a ^Vandal** that there had been no general election in India for 
the last 80 tnany years. 

Sir A. P, Patro thought the taxation propoaala were inevitable, for the war 
waa the primary coneern of everyone, 'ihe Finance Bill he regretted, did not 
contain any proposal for industrial, agricultural and social development of the 
country. 

Mr. 6, N, MahathOt Disposing ihe Finance Bill, aaid that the Government of India 
had been disclaimed and dinowned by ail seettuns of people in the world. Despite 
all this, "led by Maxwell, they continued to wax well and tax well." 

R. B, Lain Ram Saran Das said that the present policy of the Government was 
such that he Imd no other alternalive but to oppose the Finance Bill. 

The Rajah of Sashtpur opposed the Finance Bill op the ground that tlie 
Govern men t of Ih iigal were greaily responsible for the fo^ shortage in Bengal and 
the catastroplie tlunt followid. He deplored the taxes on tea and tobacco which, he 
said, **aro the only iiema of aulace*’ to the niBSt*eB. 

Mr. Kumar San har Roy Chimd hr ff sM the new taxes were unjustified and 
ooroplained that the Government had no proper plana iu regard to the future. He 
diaaoproved of Sir Rumunni Menon's auggeation that tazea ahould be enhanced 
fiirilier with a view to find money lor post-war reconatructioo. The House at 
this stage adjourned. 

MARCH :^Mr. F. F, Kalikar aaid tliat nnleas HMG made up their mind 
to take the people of India into their confidence he eaw no bright future for the 
elHcietit prosecution of the war effort. He expressed disaatiafaction with the 
administration of the country and complained that the sons of the soil were denied 
their due aliare^ and foreigu experts were being imported for adiuinistering the 
country. 

Pandit H, N. Kunzru aaid that It would be imposaible for him to aupfort 
the Finance Bill 'because of the arrogant ioaiatence of the Government on having 
its own way.' I'hey thought that when the certified Bill wea placed before them 
Government would let them know their decision in regard to the proitoeed iiicreaBe 
of 2!}% in railway fares. The War Transport Member aoDOUiieed in Uie Assembly a 
few daya ago that all financial measures would be considered together and that 
Government would arrive at a decision after the Budget had been considered. The 
Budget debate in the Assembly waa over and Ihe Governor-General had now cer- 
tified the Finance Bill. Pandit Rai xra asaerlcd that the new loans floated in ibis 
country were prectioaily tot ihe poipoee of obtoining funds to pay for Britain's war 
purehaaea in India. The proceeds of net perma.ieut loans were expected to amount 
to about Ra. fiffU eroiea and the interest ebarget had ineieaaed ainee by 

Ba. 10.80 crores. He said that India paid 8% interest while England paid only 
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1|% on tiifl stAriinfc bnlanees. He arKtd that the difference thpuld be paid bf 
EiilCleDd. PandU Kuturu went on to criticise Ihe iiiad«qtute newa from the E. 
faroiit. He cxpreaatid bis appreciation of tiie fact tiiat ibe G-i(*-0 Inforned tbe 
Houae tlie other day of the (toaition in Manipur even before the publication of the 
Asia Command communique. **Fraiikiy apeakin^c. what 1 and oiliera feel it that 
what is taking place in Manipur ahowa that information which in of tlie Kreatiwt 
imifortance to ua has been withheld longer than waa oeceasary.** If the C-in-O 
took the trouble of meeting the elected memtiera of the Aaaorobly ho would find 
that there was deep feeling with regard to the manner in which India waa being 
dealt with about war newa. tie Itnew tliat the C-in C iwreonally nteer minimised 
tbe aituaiion but yet tbe genera! leeling of the min-in-ibe*atr*ei in regard to ibe 
earioui annotincemeiita waa that Ii dia waa not going to be invaded. One morning 
thi-y were told that tlie Japaneae were within the borilira of India, bpeaking on 
the Defence iServicea Pandit Kuiisiu said iliat in apiie of the recent increaae the 
p;(y of Indian aoldiera won only oiie>U)itd of tlmt of tbe Britiali. He urged the 
appointment of eenior Indian oiEcera aa ba’taliou comniaiidHiite and aaked for an 
increased number of Indiana occupying aUff appoint m*‘nta. He inqiiiriHl whether 
Government were thinking of rei^ouHtmetiou in the 1 defence Servicea. Pandit 
Kiiniru urged that three or four thoroughly dKcieiit Indiana abould lie given com- 
mand of brigadea. If that waa done they might hO|»e to ace an Indian Diviaion 
commanded by an Indian majur getieral. 

Mr. Hosaain Imam referred to the gold aalea in the country and aaked 
whether there was any juntificaiion for ailuwitig even Abyaaitiia to aell gold at high 
pricea in India ? It looked aa if we wer« a baud nt pbilaiithropiata to enrich 
everybody. B Africa waa clHiining a ahare in the biot of ii.VlG. Waa it not mr- 
priaiiig that the Government of India bud not entered the field at least naan 
'alao-ran' if not a winner ? I'he rcaaou for all ihta lay ih the poaitioii of 
Government of India wliich waa no better than that of a Jamadar via-a-via tiMG. 
Mr. Imam laid the Finance Meniber'a atatement in tlie Aaaembly in regard 
to sale of gold bad encnuraueil aiieculatora aud the price of gold waa riaiiig 
rapidly. The U. B. A. and the U. K. were adlitig gold at exorbiiaiit pricea. it 
waa nothing hut legalized robbery. Mr. Imam criticized the allncation Ol Defence 
expenditure and aaid there waa no ehadow uf jimtice for the Briiiab Armv in 
India biiiig paid by the Government of India. Did Britain pay for the U. B. 
army in Bri aio and did the U. A. cf>aige for the pay and salary of her 
peraouiiel which were sent to India 7 Mr. Imam arfded that the peoples of 
India wanted to fight the Ibitiab Government find not the (iovernment of India, 
tic had great aympathy for tbe niembera of Ireaati^ Benchea. borne of them 
had told him privately how powerleaa thiy were on certain occaaiona. 

bir A*. Gopalaswami Jyvriynr eaid that on the broadest of financial conaidera- 
tiona alone the finariria! propoaata in the Hill were iiideft naible. And aa there 
would be no opi.or* unity affonlcd for amending or improving ita proviaiotta and 
aa tbe tiouae would be aaked to vote only in favour of or agauiat the Bill 
aa it stood, he found liimHelf unable to give Ida autfiort to it. He drew 
aiteiition to the fact tliat the annoni ot the clnsiiig balance fstiinate 
at tlie end of would l>e o71.81l crorea and aaked what financial 

jnatification could liic.re be for the Oovcrnmeni to attempt to raise petty taxea 
affecting a large number of p^'ople yielding eight or nine crorea. 'I be amount of 
four erores proposi.d to be raiind by texeti on hetelnuta, coffee aud tea waa le«e 
than l>0)th of the total taxation revenue. 'Ihe yield waa ao miaerably fioor that it 
was against the eesential canons of taxation to levy it tie |iointcd out that there 
waa enoiigli money on the ways and mema aide of the budget not merely to bridge 
ibe batg*>tary gap but the entire infiatiooary gap ae well in the bndget year and 
that, tiierefove. the IJoiiKe could not in rcai>oD agree that all tbe propoaefa 
contained in the Finance Bill were eaaentiaf fur the iniereata of India, 

Keferriiig to the |K)litical ritiiiitfun. bir Go alaawaroy said that tbe present 
KxC'Utive of tbe Gmercment of India had failed to reart in a reanonable mantier 
to the criticiamt of the tepi eaenutivea of the inihlic in the Legislature and U»ey 
had displayed neither wiedom nor |K>iitical imagination in tackling the ait nation. 
An bhcecutive irn-movable for a term, when it had to deal with a dcmocratie 
l^ialature, must, if paaaihle, try and behave in a manner cooaiatent wi'h 
dvmoeraifc itriociplea **in so far aa the truncated enitaiituiion under which tbat 
democratic Legi«lature ia constituted fiincitons." Where tbe Legtalainre did not 
agree with tbe Executive, it waa tbe duty of tbe Executive to ere irbetber by 
negotiatioa and eompromiM it waa not poeaihle to meet tbe wiafaei.ol die LegUUttuie 
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in tnoli n fnfhion m to prewmi its rafoiing mipplicf tltogeiher. The ration 
▼ote in the Afienibly eoold lin?e been nmted hj tbo EieeutiTo giTing to 

tbo out in tho KmIwsj Budgef by dropping too propoMi to enhonee tbo nilwoy 
pMoenger faroo, dropping tho ezciio dutloo on et ffee, too ond bt-tclnnto and by 
omonding tbo oltorotiono modo in tho Inoomo Tax and £. P. 1*. **J bo noro 
pioaiige of tbo Ext-eutiTO obonld not otand in tho way of acctding to popular 
o|dnion when that opinion certainly doea not deocrre to bo bruai*cd aaioo aa 
being crooked *or nnienaonable", he aaid. Referring Co the eaubliebmeot of a National 
«Gof eminent it waa hie ?iew that tbo eaaential preliminary to ouch a development 
woo the reloaao of the political leaden who were now in Jail and affoidiug an 
opportunity to them for getting into contact with public feeling aa it waa to-day 
and taking atopa for the bringing about of an agreement am(»ogat tbo important 
aectiona of political opinion which would enable them to join banda in running 
the Gofernment of tho country during the i^eriod of tho war. He maintained 
that the reloaMO could not at the preaeiit time bo considered to be frauieht with 
any risks to public tranquillity oven from the standpoint of the preoent Executive. 
*But even a more preliminary gesture then this", he said, *for example, of 
permitiiug contact between the political leadera in jail and tiioae outnide with a 
view to the exploration of the pmaibilitiea of a aolution of the present deadlock, 
if tho preaont Uoveriimeiit hod the imagination to make it in tbo courae of the 
debate in tlie Aaaembly, would almost eertHinly have effectively averted the 
turning down of the Finance Bill in the Aaaembly." He regretted that the Govern- 
ment had been unwilling to move in that matter, 

bir MahomBd Usman aaid that the Opposition had diaciisaed the Finance Bill 
in an unreal aimoaphere. They were in the midat of a great war, the greati^at 
war that the world had ever seen. The United Naliona bad made a wonderful 
recovery. The victories won ensured the final vicioy of the Allies. But they 
could not yet afford to lessen their vigilence and relax their efforts. Germany 
waa reeling under tiie blows in Europe but the arrogant and brutal Japan waa aiili 
to feel the might of the mightiest combination of naiione. Bhe waa atill 
threatening ilieir country and they had to remain prepared to meet that threat. 
Buch continued threat, Bir Mahomed said, should, as in other coiintriea, have led 
to ceroeiitiiig the bonda between different elements in the country. But. unfortu- 
nately this waa not the case here. Ihe House would r^memW thai Lord Linlithgow 
when he waa the Viceroy at the outbreak of the war, CHll»d importHiu leadera of 
various (mrtiea and tried to bring them together on a common platform— reaiatance 
to the enemy. He failed in that attempt. ^'Ihe moat common accusation agatnet 
the Biitiali (iuvernmeiit is," Bit Mahomed went on, ’*that their policy is to divide 
and rule. But here waa the Viceroy trying to bring various panita together on 
various 0 (*cai»iona, hut the parties failed him and refused to come together. i.a(er, 
came the Oripps Offer which as H. E. Lord Wavell told ua when be addressed 
the two Houses is still Ojten. It it for us to come together, agree among ouiaelvea, 
give the Mualimc and minorities their rightful place in tiie adminiatratton of the 
country." Sir Mahomed continued, that for years, the Congress Party had been 
orying for iiidepeudetiee, but when in the Orippa Offer auch independence, full, 
oomplete and secure, waa offered, they rejected it for two reMsons : one that it 
recognised at the same time the Muslima' claim to self-determination and their 
right to have a separate union of their own if they so dt aired and secondly, because 
the Briiish refused to abdicate in favour of the Congresa in the midat of the war. 

Replying to criticisms against the Executive Council, the Leader of tiie Hou»e 
said': '*1 mgy remind the houae that patriotism ia not the exclusive monoioly 
of political forties, i do not owe an apology to anybody for being an Executive 
Councillor to-day. I deem it a privilege that I have been asked to shoulder 
the reaponaibilitiee of office et a time when 1 can be of real aerviee to my 
country and at a time when otherc refused to respond to the call and deserted 
their post of duty '^aC the first signal of danger. (Cheers.) Had the Congress 
shown a sense of reapooeiblliiy and not resigned office in eeven Provincea when 
the eloiida of war started gatheriiig around the country and shared the perila and 
aacrificca of a nation at war, they would have been emunget the wiee and patriotic 
men of the world. But to be rcepouaible sod reapoiieive ie not in their oature and 
in their constitution. They him always on one pretext or another ahirked the 
xeeponsibility of office. They do not even h Id themselves reaponaible to those 
who truetea them end erat them ea thdr leprecenutivee in seven out of eleven 
Evinces. All the politieal ills of this country are due to the fact that they are 
not lespoBMve to the rlghta and elaims otheca." *Wa m aoenaad* Bit Mahomad 
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sMtimad. *01 Mns IraHpoaaibl* M if it to of oar own oiwtioB. Bat I Mk : hM 
tbto «neirat toad ow oara aa am io ohieh tha SKaodfo waa napoaaibia to aa 
aiaetad Hooaa t Aii tha praRtaaa that haa baon aada ia iodla aa a laniit of 
Britith cMmucetioii bnt been ihrongh the eo-eelled ineeponeible fiseoutiee Council 
A leeponeible ezpcniife iyeten tbe Bntiih lyiie** beenl on the mten of 
fimple msjoritj rale^will^not eiiit Indie im eooonnt of (tmI cmmoinoel diftrenree* 


Unfortniietelj in Indie. Sir Mehomed eei^ tbeie wee eboointelj no netioiiel epirit 
It wee ell^commnnel . It wm tbet that woe reepraeible fdr ^letaiding ^^e politieel 




jnm of thie oon* try end for prerentlM the formetioii of e Netioiiel Gofernmeut. 
;eo tbie wee Ibe oesOa why blem tbe Britieb Uofernment t be eeked. 

Rod Bahailyr 8, JT. Dot enpporied tbr Finenoe Bill but tbougbt tbet tbe Us 
on tobecoOb betelnnu end tee wee nofeic ee l| would effeet tbe poor in the 
country. 

Mr. Suthil Kumar Boy Ckaudhurw eriHolied tbe tez on betdnute. whieb. 
be eeida wee en egrieulturel product end ee eneb e pforinelel eubjeet Ue wee eUo' 
oppoei^d to tbe leey of income-Uz np to Re. 8.000* ooneidenDg tbe bigb prioet 
prefeiling for ell oeoeeeltl^e of life He could not eztend bie support to the Bill 
on priiiei|de beceuee the repreeenutifee of tbe people bed no control oter ezpendi- 
turn. Tbe Bill bed been rejected by the Lower House twice. On e much letter 
iMiie. he pointed out, the Prime Minieter of Englend wet tbreetcoing to rtcign 
unlett Perliement petted e ?ote of confidence in bln. 

3lBt. MARCfl Bit Exeellane^ the replied to e number of pointt re* 

gerding the dcfi'oce terficet reited by preriout tiietkere. He referred to Mr. 
Keliker't remtrkt tbet ce'dett end officert were ditoherged ottentibly not on the 
ground of ineffiiMenoy/ but retlly on ecroont of their politieel record end teid tbet Mr. 
Keliker bed been micinformed.* Membcrtblp of ordinary peei*eful politieel orge* 
ninutione wee not e ber to terfice in the ermed lerriee. In e few eeeee. howerer, 
tbe Wer Depertment bed teken notion when tome pemoiit eftdr getting eommistion 
were found to be concerned in eubfertire or retolntionery ectirity. Remoftlt on 
tbe ground of iii^flicieney were done after careful tcrutiny. The oiScer wet el ways 
gireii an opportunity to tbow reeeone why he should not be removed end whatever 
reeeons be cared to give were csrefully conaidered by tbe commanding oflloera, by 
himself (C.-in*C.) snd by the Viceroy. The Oommsoder-io Chief referred to tbe 
iiete]n*nt he mndc in tbe Aseemly about tbe Burma Front end said It geve an 
impertiel picture of the tituetion ee it existed to*day. Pandit Kunirn bad tug- 
gested tbet it was queer that tbe Japanese should be advancing eeatwerda when we 
were edvaneing westward. Queer tbinga did happen in war, but he added, wbet 
bad happened wee tbie Wc bad not exactly edvenoed west except by air. Wc bed 
fiowD 10 troops into Burma behind the enemy end they were now geuiog busy 
destroying and interrupting the enemy’s communications end tbe efleet of their 
efforts would make itself felt. Be hoped these efforts would alto help to stop the 
enemy'e weatwsrd advance. Answering the question whether tbe army wee repre- 
•entetive of the netioo, tbe C.-io-C. said tbe armed forces to-day were more broadly 
bated then ever before, lliey represented ell elaaee end cpmmooitlce ehd be could, 
if neceaeery. produce figures to show tbe proportion in wbiob the armed forces drew 
.their re(*roitt from various parts of the country. Ho paid a tribote to tbeir spirit 
and enthuaisam and aaid such entbuaiaam end , epirti could not be created by 
coercion. 'I'be apirit end tlie deeire to show tbet they ^nld make good were not 
confined to any one class, it was widespread sod DDiversel. The proportion of 
Indian officers in the nrmy was ■tcedily rising. 'I'be ratio of British to Indian 
officers now was 1.3 to one, compared with 5.5 to one in 1830. ^Diii did not how- 
ever include Britiah service officers who where aitacbed temporarily to the fndian 
army during the war. The C-in-C. added that be was prepared to take every Indian 
officer be could get, provided be waa ftt to be a leader of our men. He would 
lilw to tell the bouse however that be wna not getting the aUindard of men be 
wonted and be was alarmed at tbe poor quality of man who were coming forward. 
Steps were being taken to improve the maebloery of aelection to sacore men of tbo 
right atamp. On the question of appointing Indians in High Oommnods nnd stuff 
oppointincnta, bo suted tbe eilantion woe steadily improving Tbo aailar waa 
nnd^ 1^ oonainni— almost dMIy— oaro and watah. He wqnid aak tbo HoMi to 
Isava it to him to ananre that Indian dfieers laceiwed lair pisy. 

Mr. C. ff. o^mef, Flnanoe BeciwUry* winding np the d^^ taepgulmd 

nppvosUition the definite staMmonl ibnt bod bean mode on iho Boor of tbo 

Ibol tbe vote on tbo bill wna not no indeation of opposlilon to war dforte, flo 

loowUsbte “ 
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msttm. Ha rmindfd the Hoiiea that it was the tempo of war efforts iu India 
which determin* d the futuiiie of rnpet'S in this eouiitrj and the tem))o of war 
eiFwts had to be re*jruUted by miliury and operational eveiirs and not by finaneial 
eoiisideratione. Me appealed to the members, e?en to tboae who profmaed to vote 
aitainat the bill, to co-operate with Government in maintaining economic stability of 
the ooniitry, irrespective of polidtal differences, by sssiHiing in all Govern men t*e 
anti-inflationary nieaMiires. I'liat teemed to him to be the fundamental duty of 
every patrioiiam. Referring to the btillion market the Finance ft^ecretary sternly 
warned apAMilators and said that Ooverfitiient would be prepared to take moat 
drastic meneures to desl with the situation. (Cheors). Sales of gold, Mr. Jones 
said, havs been made by the Reserve Bank for some time st s price which was 
regarded as not unfair to the investor having reisard to the rise in the prices of 
other commodities. Sales were made with the dual object of providing the U. S. 
Government and ti. M. G. with rupees for use on their wsr ez|)ei>diture in this 
country and as an antL-iiiflattonary measure. The end of last week and early days 
of this had witnessed Aie results of Kcare-mnngeiing by interested parties on the 
minds of the public. A wave of specnlative buying of gold had developed wrh the 
result that the market price of gold had outatripped the price at which the Reserve 
Bank were prepared to sell. The Fiiiatice Secretary assured the House that when 
that unreasoning speculative fever had abated the price of gold would undoubtedly 
subside to the loss of certain uiiforttinate i^eople and the Bank would be able to 
continue sales st more reasonable rates. Referring to H.M.G.'s contribution to the 
diret‘1 defence expenditure of India, Mr. Jones said that apart from the British navy 
which defended liidta and whose value could not lie exaggerated, India was im- 
porting ^uipmi'iit Slid stores of all sorts not made in this country free. It was 
not posstiile to give a complete evHlnatiori of the b»lp we received bnt Mr. Jones 
pointed out that the value of aircraft we bad received was about a hundred crores 
of rupees. Besides several categories of A. -A. guns (and one variety must have cost 
H.M.G ten crores) and petrol valued approximately seventeen crores had been im- 
ported into India, India also rceived free engineering rquipment, signal equipment, 
specialised iiistrumsnts of various sorts and she was geuing monthly about 4,OOi) 
tons of ammunition— apart from what we mnnufaciured. To the list might be 
idded a hundred thousand tons of tinned food imnorted last year for the troops in 
the forward areas. Hs pointed out that India clurj^ed for everything supplied to 
H.M.G even if it was for her own troops fighting h^vond her borders for the 

g roiesiion of India. Britain was said to be uiigratt'ful and after what he had stated 
s thought comment was superfluous. 

The House passed the motiou that the financial proposals be taken into con- 
sid ration by 27 votfs to thirteen aod later adopted the bill without a division. 
The House then adjourned till April 4. 

Hindu Marriage Law Bill 

4tli. APRIL : — ^The Council of State adopted a motion today, moved by Mr. 
Lai, Secretary, LegiHlattve Department, concurring with the resolution passed in 
the Legislative Assembly reeommeiidiDg that the Bill to codify the Hindu law 
relating to marriage be referred to a joint committee of eighteen members of both 
the Houses. In commending tbs motion to the scceptsnee of the Mouse, Mr. Lai 
hoped that there would not be any seriona objection to it. He realiiied that therf> 
might be room for honest differences of opinio n in respect of certain provisions of 
the Bill, end thst wss why it was being referred to a joint committee, where it 
could be fully discussed and the largest measure of agreement reached. The Bill, 
as it wpala smergs from the joint committee, would again be circulated for 
eliciting public opinion. Government, he said, would welcome constructive and 
helpful erliicisms. He acknowledged with gratitude the labours of Sir B. N. Rau 
and his eollesgues on (he committee and the clnrity with which they had expressed 
tbesaadvee on the many knotty problems. Mr. P. .V. Sapru supported tbe motion 
and said that, left to himself, bs would have gone much further than the Bill 
itselL II we elained political, economic and social justice, be said, it was our duty 
to appmrh the problems raised by tbe Bill in s spirit of true liberalism* Th^re 
wan BO Imps for p r ogres s for a soeiety which denied justice to its women, he said. 
Mr. Stukii Amor ffog Chioudhurfi took tlie opportunity to contradict a statement 
made by Mr. Qholam Bhik Msiraiig in the lj>wer House that the presence of 
Muslim m em be i e in tbe eekot eommittees dealing with mattere which affected tbs 
Hindu eommunlty ulone did not prejudice the Hindu cause in nnywsy, and said 
tbut, OB OBO oosmoBt BOB«BiBdu BMmbeiu did pnrtieipate iB voting ia oommittm 
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and Inflttcnced vitei aaticn affeettog Hinda intemli. He aeld the! If enjr tfnaHai 
wcmbiT wanted to be in the pxopoera coBBittN^ then be woold aaj that monoeaBy 
ehould be applied to all peraona in Britiah India, irreapeetiTe of their relQtioii. 
Sardar Sobha Singk eifeiuitd bia aupiKiri ta Ibe niotion. raiiUU A'. N. Kummru 
pooited out that diaaoluiioii of niarriagea under certain conditioiia waa not unknown 
to Uiiidu law. 8ome atated that if divorce waa allowf^ then the vixy fouudationa 
of Hindu aoeiety would be alinkvn. I'aiidit Btinzru aaid that experience of Weatern 
conntriea abowrd that divorce w an exception and not the rule, lie waa glad 
that the Bill would be circr. luted for diluting public opinion, bceauae, therrbv, ttey 
would bft able to carry a lup^cr voUioie of public otuiiioii in favonr of the liill with 
them. He^ howcvi r. nr^cd tbe Oovermneut that the measure should not be unduly 
delayed and asked Uie'liovcriimcut to give an aaauranre that the Bill would lie 
brought before tiie lluiiae in the next Winter Seaeioii. ii^ir Unhamed C/^man^ 
Leader of the House, reforiiiig to Mr. SusMl Kuasar Roy Ohoudhiiry's reniarka in 
regard to the pri aence of iion Hiiidu membora in the committee, said tliai, aa far 
as the Council of tftatc wns concerned, nieml>ora of the Muslim (immunity had 
better stand aloof from the comuiittoe Mr. Kuinar Sankar koy Chaudhury also 
biipported the motion which w;im parsed. 

The Hou.4e agreed to the foltuwiug luembcra being on the joint committee : 
I'lindit IJ. N. liunxrii, Mr. Kalikar, Mr. 1*. N. tfapru, Mr. bnshil Kumar Hoy 
Cboudhury, Mr. («. Motilal, Isurdar Sobha Singh, Sir N. Gopalaawami Iyengar, 
Sir Jotsiia Ghosal and Mr. S. Lai. The House then adjourned. 

U. N. B. B. A. Agreement 

5th. APRIL The Council of State debated to-day a motion approving the 
United Nations Uelief and Rehabilitation Administration signed at Washington on 
9th November 19 13. Mr. F. .V. Sukkianhar^ Joint Secretary, Oommerce Department, 
who moved the motion ye.-iterday. declared that the Government of India before 
approving the U. N. K. K. A. proposalt had held that the help which India ahould 
give must be limited on A<;coiint of her physical and financial difiicuUiaa and that 
before making any contribiitiona the approval of the liegialature should ba obtain* 
ed. Pending such approval, the Government of India provisionally agreed to the 
schema and authorisM the Agent Gcnernl to sign the Agreement and also agreed 
to hit being nominated to that body exactly on the same footing at other rtpra- 
ftcntativea. After explaining the constitution of tbe U.N.R.U.A. nnd bow it would 
operate, Mr. SukhUnkar aaid that the attitude of the Government of India towards 
U.N.R.R,A. waa one of sympathy and they had made it plain that any asaiatanca 
which India gave must be on e inniicd ecale and subject to tbe approyel of the 
Legialatura So far they had made no payment whatsoever. Referring to tha 
amendment diaciiMed in the United States Congress for the inclusion of India 
within the scope of U. N. R. R. A. relief, Mr. Siikbtenkar said that any asaiatanca 
which the U. N. U. R. A. might afford was limited by shipping. Mera extaaion 
of help, he said, did not mean that much help would be coming. On the 
contribution of one per cent of the na'ional income to the U. K. R. A., Mr. 
Sukhtankar was aaked wbat would be India’s contribution. Ha aaid that various 
estimates ranging from Rh. 67 to Ra. 112 per annum per head were calculated. 

Pandit AT. Kufizru, while supporiiog the motion, toinied out that any 
contribution that India might be called upon to bear ahould not be larger thao 
waa warranted by her reaonreea. lie urged that the Indian representative on the 
U. N. it. R. A. should be One who bed tbe confidence of the^ people hm, end 
Government should not follow ihe past precedent by nominating their own 
representatives. Mr. Kumar Sanhtr Boy Chaudhury supported the motion and 
said that the Legialatnre shonld elect a reprcaenlative for the U. N. B. R. A, 

Sir JT. Baviunni Mvnon said that the U. N. R. R. A.^ was a Rood ill^raUoo 
of international union and welcomed India's participstion in it. He 
India ahould have an adequate share of the pemonnel of the admintatration of U, N. 
R. R, A. Sir N. Gnpaluinranu h/vngnr furthti auppprM the motion. He ui|wd 
that India's contribution should be commensurate with her low economic standard* 
Entry of Indians into Kenya 

6tk. APRIL The Council of estate to-day passed Mr /*. A'* Savru^y ^n* 
tion recommending immediate stei>s lor securing the withdrawal of regulamna 
having the effect of reairictiug the entry of Jiulisn immigrants into Kenya wbieb 
came into force recently. Mr. B. A’. Ban:terjt<\ Commonwealth Rejaiiona Seerstery 
accepted the reaoluUou on behalf of tbe Government. He taid that they had teeelYea 
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flod Mid it ittf ft fttory of eomtoteot ftnd rapMled nfoMl of ftll offen of fbe Go?- 
ernmeiil ifttendad to teeaio the eoHipcntUm of the OongicM with ether pAitiee in 
the Wftr ftdminiftretion end to eecare e Mttlemnit of the deedlock. Mr. A6dul 
Qaivum (Oonmn) leld thej woold sot Mh or beg for the xelcaee of the leeders 
ftnd added : ’There cen be no qaeetloo of withdrawal of the leaolntioii'.of Anraet 
1942. If there is going to be any withdrawal, it wID have te be done by the Go?- 
eriiment. lliere can be no retreat, yon can keep tbeae gentlemen in Jail as long as 
as you likiL*’ The President disallowed Mr. T. 2P. KrishnamacharPs amendment to 
the resolution on the ground that it was beyond the seope of the resolution. The 
amendment aought to recommend the dis|orutaon of the prceent Legislatire Assem- 
bly after the present budget session with a riew to holding fresh elections and 
reconstitution of the Gorernor-Qeaeral's Eseeutise Oounoil so as to include in 
it persons commanding the confidence of all the iwporuut groups in the Assembly. 

Bpeaking on the resolution, Mr. Lalehand Navalrai pleaded for the release of 
political prisoners on the ground that it would be a right step in ending f!:** 
deadlock. No political party in India would objeet to this. He thought that the 
atmosphere in the country had^now changed for the belter as uas evidenced by the 
new Ordinance relating to the detention of persona. He hoped that when the 
Viceroy addressed theXrgisUture next week, be would be gracious enough to direct 
that all these prisoners would be forthwith released. Their release was essential, he 
added, if the preaent tangle was to be ended. The Congress leaders must be enabled, 
he urged, to hold consultations amongst themselves on the one hand and with other 
important parties on the other before any settlement could be reached. 

WorkihO of Women Cnoirgrupnd 

The House then took up Mrs. Jtenuka /fay's adjournment motion, 
to cqnsnre the action of the Government in permitting women to work 
underground in mines in Jharia and its neighbourhood, was lost by 41 yotes 
to 28. The Europeans voted with the Government, while the Muslim League 
party, the IndetSendents and the Congress Nationalist party voted for the 
motion. Congress members had left the House earlier. Mrs. Ray, moving the ad- 
journment, reminded the House that the Government of India was one of the 
signatories to the Geneva Labour Convention prphibiting the employment jf women 
underground in coal mines. The convention did not contain any clause enabling 
any participant nation to auspend the convention. The Government of India was 
thus guilty of a gross breach of international convention solemnly ei.tered into. 
Apart from this, Mrs. Kay declared that even in England to-day, it bad not been 
found necessary to permit women to work underground. She asserted that shortage 
of labour on coalfields was due to low wages and bad living condititions and she 
said that the average wage in Jharia, even with the present dearness allowance, 
amounted to not more than Rs. 14 or Rs. 15 per month. It ought to have been 
ixissible. she insisted, for the Government to find other means to remedy this 
Shortage of labour without |>ermitting women to work underground. Dr. Amhedkar^ 
antwering the debnte, asserted that Government did not take the decision to allow 
women labour underground in a headlong or wanton manner. He emphaeieed the 
temporary nature of’ the notificatiou and made it clear the moment it was fonnd 
that the proviaion was not neceesary, be would have no hesitation In withdrawing 
it. He afeo mentioned the steps the Government were taking to recruit labonr 
from outside and eend them to the minee and alto labour camps to provide labour 
for military contractors lo tbet they might not attract labonreri from the minee. 
The Government had also insisted that the women should get the tame wage as a 
man lo ^ftt women would not be exploited. After a brief reply by Mrs. Ray, the 
motion was pressed to a division and declared lost. 

Executive Onslaught on Bar* 

9th. FEBRUARY The Opposition censured Govern men t tbday for **lhe reigo of 
terror” it had established in the country. It was a single vote that turned the 
e^es against the Government, but the Opposition made the moat of it by 
vodferous cheers and loud thumping of desks. The motion, which stood in the 
name of Mr. M. Kazmi, raised a issue, namely, the onslaught of the Exeeutive 
on the Bar and the Bench in India. The cases of Mr. Pardiwala of Bombay, and 
Pandit Bayaofh of Agra, were held up by the speakeri on the non-offieia! aide as 
inetaneea of nniorupnloue victimisation of members of the legal profeseion for no 
greater offence than that of defending political euspecte. Mr. Frank Anthony, the 
Anglo-Indian member, delivered a ecathing condemnation of the entire syetem ^of 
Judicial admlnietratiou in tltii conntry which veiled judieial and eiaentive Innetions 
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in the hands of the Msgistney. He described the eyeiem as *reifcn of terror par 
eze^enee * Pandit Laknhmi KatUa Mitra^ who foltooed Mr. Anthony, was sn 
.M ri«d away by his own ?t>heoieat doituncUrion of the executive that he etronftly 
r‘<«i*at!d an interruption from the Hame Meinber mul ansYH^ bark: Yon have no 
oiHiiicM to interrupt me.** liaising his voice to its hit;hest pivuible pitch, Mr. 
A, C. DuUa, i)e»>uty Pnsulciit of the Assembly, asked the Horn's Memlier: ‘You 
■ay i 6 h; Def.rncc of IuJIa Act. But whose India is it? la it the India of the 
iMireaiicrate aud not the India of the Indians ?** The Home HemOer intervened at 
this staKe of the deflate. Rut his defence was based on much the same {rronnds as 
thnec ou which he oppoeed admission of the motion itself earlior in ttie day. His 
pies that the Centre was powerless in the face of tiie CoiistiTutioii Act to interfere 
with provincial adminletrations was met with ironic btmiii}j;B from non-official 
binehes. Warmioa up in hia ar^^nment, he asked in a rhetoric d flourish : **\Vhfl' 
would the Muslim League Party say if, for iiisiAiic<\ the Centre in titered with the 
licague Ministers in Sind or Bragal ? ’ I'he Hindu mernhers from i'cngul and Sii:d 
thnt (hire Mere TiCagne Miiiisttrs in tliose proviners but it. wss enough to 
'M'iiig yafrahstula lAaqat Ali Khan to his feet. The Deputv Leader of the Muslim 
l.<iigne Pari> used tbe occasion to have a fling at the Food Member, 8ir Jwala 
Praead Srirastava, who could issue directives from the Centre in petty mstter** 
like the number of private and Government shops. His cunteiitiou was that the 
Governor of a province was the real custodian of law and order. 

Working of Regiprogity Agt 

lOth. FEBRUARY The Assembly disposed of there ofTicioI Bills today 
and sdjiniriicd till Monday next. The Chair called on Mr. Qovind Deahmukh to 
move the sdiouriiment motion which had been admitted to censure the Govern- 
ment on their dilatory tactics to defeat the purpose of the Reciprocity Act, 
as evidenced by the answers given by the ludisns Overseas Member.*’ Dr. 
N, B. Khare^ appealing to Mr. Deahmukh not to move the motion at the 
present stage, gave an -assurance that Government were doing everything they 
could ill the matter. Negotiations were going on at present between the Govern- 
ments of India and South Africa. Mr. Deshmukh agreed and withdeew the motion. 

Karlier, the Comtnerct Member *9 Bill to amend the Coffee Market Expann- 
sion Act of 1042 was passed. 

Central Coconut Comm. Bill 

^Ir. y. D. Tf/8ona Rill to provide for the creation of a fund for tbe 
improvement and development of the cultivation, marketing and utilixiition of 
coconuts in India was referred to a Select Committee. The Bill sought to 
cstsblish an Indian Central Coconut Committee with an indc|)endent source of 
income, which, Mr. Tyson said, would probshly come from tbe levy of a cess 
o!i coironiiYs. There was reason to believe, he ndtiid, that the present produc- 
tion of coconuts could be increased in a comparatively short time by the adoption 
of belter cnltural and niannrial practices. Coir and coir-manufactured goods 
would for the present be exempted from the purview of the pro)>osed committee 
in ileference to t!ie wishes of tbe Goveumeiit of Trsvancore and the Chambers 
of Commerce in tbe 8tste. 

Consolidation of Excise Laws 

14th. FEBRUARY The Assembly today took up for contideraiion the 
Finance Member's Bill to consolidate and amend the law relating to Central 
excise duties, as rei>orted by tbe Select Committee. Tbe Finance Member, moving 
cdiisidcration. stated that the measure was essential as it coiisolidsud a number 
of ensctmsiits in res|HH't of excise, tome of which dated bock GU years or more. 
It was highly desirable that the law relating to Excise duties should be simpli- 
fied and made uniform so that it could lie understood by tbe public. Mr. T, T, 
Krishnamachari iNstionalisl) opnosed the Bill on the ground that iti full 
implications had not been made clear to tbe public at any stage. 'Jlie prti*e 
paid for uniformity should not mean that people ohould be subjected to more 
liarastmeut and restrictiona. Mr. Eaaak Sait (Muslim League) asked for an 
assurance tbst beyond consolidating the existing provisions of law, tbe Bill 
did not introduce any new principle. Such an assurance would facilitete tlie 
IHtfsage of the Bill. Dr. F. H. Banerjee thought that tbe measuye went beyond 
mere coneolidation. Bo far at tbe Government were concerned it might simplify 
their task bnt for the public the BiU sought to give very wide powers to excise 
officers and the Revenue Board, which would be very nueatisfaetory. Theit waa 
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110 iii|(0Bej for brIogiDg t BUI of nieh far-meliiDg eoMcflaeDece btfm Uio 

Home. He eagraled thet the Bill be kItcd fuller eoueidcniion. Wlndiug up 
the ddbete. the^uanci ifember eeid tbet the BUI bed bm before the pnblio emee 
the leet eeeelon of the Auembly. Not e eingte line of eriUeiem hid bem rtodTed 
from iDj ohimbere of commeroe or other bodice which might be effected by 
the Bill. Hm eppreheoeiooe eoterteioed by the preriom epemere were Tegne 
beyoud amendmeDte, which were iuevitible when trying to reprodnce the ^t 
of DO late *tben 17 eneetmenta, the Bill conteined only one new item, which wm 
included in the mlemeking powera ; but there wm no prindple inroWed in it» 

By oonadlidetiDg the proTiiiona of the different eseiae Acta, ha thought the 
public would M able to nnderatand the law more eaaUy. He waa conrinced 
that the Honae by paaaing the Bill wonld be doing an important and naefnl 
duty to the country. 

During the debate on the clinaea of the BUI, Mr. Krithnamaehari moring 
hia amendment relating to aalt manufactured for domeatic purpoaea, aaid that 
it waa but meet that legialative aanction ahonld be aoeorded to a practice which 
had been in eziatence for the laat 13 yeara, e?ei aince the Irwin-Oandhi 

Pact. Mr. AT. Nauman (Mualim League) could aee abiolutely no leaaon why 
the OoTcrnment ahould not be willing to place on the atatute book the exemp- 
tion aought by the amendment, aa it had been in Togue for auch a long time. 

The Finance Member declared that the Government did not intend to retract 

from the Jrwin-Oandhi Pact, would be quite willing to meet the deaire of the 
Home if there waa no. technical diflSculty. He anggeated that the amendment 
be left over to enable him to look into the matter closely. He added that the 

Government did not intend to levy any duty on aalt collectad or manufactured 

for domeatic purpoaea by any peraon. The Home then adjourned till Wedneaday. 

BaiLWJLT Bcdgbt Fob 1944-45 


16th. FEBRUARY :~>The railway eatimatea preaented by Sir Edward Benthall 
in the Aaaembly to-day forecaat for 1943-44 a anrplue of Ra. 43.77 erorea (14M) 
ciorea leaa than luat year but 7.73 erorea more than the original eatimatea) and for 
1944-45 a anrplue of 52.21 erorea. 

In 1943-44 total traffic receipte are expected to be 1781 erorea, 23 erorea more 
than laat year and 284 erorea more than the original eatimatea. Total working 
ezpenaea including 16.W erorea for depreciation and 1.71 for Daymen t to worked 
linea, are 106.58 erorea and exceed laat year*a expenaea by 24.32 erorea. Of the 
expected aurplua of 43.77, general revenuea will receive 32.37 erorea which ia 12 14 
erorea more than the original budget, the balance of 11.50 erorea going to the 
B^lway Reaetye. 

After conaidering the recommendation of the Railway Oonvention Oommittee, 
Government have decided to make an additional appropriation of 4 erorea to the 
toreeiation fund aa an emergency proviaion to cover exeeaaive wear and tear of aaaeu 
during the war. The net accretion to the Fund will be 5B6 erorea, raiaing the balance 
to 87.93 erorea. TLt balance in the Railway Reaerve will riae from 9ii5 erorea 


to 20.85 eroaaea. 

Paaaenger Ute§, except for auburban eeaaon tieketa will be raiaed by 25% from 
April 1. 1944. The additional earninga are eatimated at 10 erorea. They wOl not 
be ahared between general revenuea and railwaya but will be placed in the Rail- 
way Reaerve apecifically earmarked for expenditure on lower claaa travel ameni- 
tiea. Since there ia now no alack aeaaon, the aurcharge on coal will be contiDned at 

throughput the year inatead of being reduced to 15% for aeven montha of the 
year aa hitherto Raiiwaya* capacity to move traffic wUl alao be greater next year 
due to receipt of additional locomotivea. For theae reaaona the budget eatimate 


working expenaea - - 

mated at 114 28 erorea, 570 erorea more than the current year. 

The anrplua for commercial linea ia anticipated to be 53.36 erorea and the loae 
of atrategic linea 1.15 erorea giving a net anrplna of 62.21 erorea. After earmarking 
10 erorea for amenitiea for lower claw travel (the earninga from increaae in paaaen- 


ger farea), the anrplna for commercial linea will be dividra between general revenuea 
and raiiwaya In the proportion of 3 : 1, the came aa in 1943-44. The general revenuea 
will get 31.37 erorea and 1084 ciorea will be tranalerred to the RaUway R aaerf i, 
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Dtl • wortoi progrtBBM of 58J7 mm whioh Inelodio 8 oiom te thi 

N of Midni tod fioo^m Mohnitto ond Boolh iDdUn RoUwaii 62 lakhs 

tba balanea of tha parebaae prioa of Bengal and North Weaiern and Bokilkiiad 

and Kumaon Railirave and 67 lakha for the pnrohaee of Guaerat and Dhond 
Baraiaati Bailwaye, there is a profisioo of 61.7 orom (28.7 crom from eapital and 
28 enm from depndation fond) ont of which no Icaa than 84.24 erom la lor 
rolling Steele. 

8ir Edward Benihall diccloied a pietnre of riaing reoeirta and growing expen- 
diture combined with an erer-inereaeing strain on Kailwaja. With no increaae in 
the number of enginee and ooaehee and negligible Increaae in the number of 
wegona, the railweja biTe, in the drat alx montha of the current }ear, aohlefcd 
86% more freight ton miles and 80% moie pasaenger milea, the bulk of the later 
increace being under cWillan traffic. Steps are being taken to Increaie bus senrlce 
in arena where the war effort is likely to auffer from the existing congestion of 
passenger traffic. The publicity campaign against unneceaaary trarel will also be 
intensified. 

There hare been delays in both engine and wagon delivery programmes but 
both metre and broad gauge engines are now coming forward In a stesdj flow td 
meet the growing demand lor rail transport. It Is expected that before Maioh 81 
106 broad gauge and 214 metre gauge loeomotives and 1,600 broad gauge and 
2,950 metre gauge wagons will have been received and In the nest year another 
284 broad gauge and 288 metre gauge locomotives and 5324 broad gauge and' 10,626 
metre gauge wagons are expected. For the repair of engines and wagons, workdiop 
capacity is being steadily taken back from the pasnufacture of mnultions aldiongh 
20,000 workers are still engaged on munition work. 

To incresM line capacity Qovernment are doubling 750 miles on certain 
sections of the Bengal Nagpur, Bengal and Assam and East Indian Railways and 
adding a fourth line between Asansol and Khans. 

Doling the year, breachea oeenrred on 13 railwaya, the greateet havoc having 
been eauacd by the Damodar river breaehlng its bund, which interniptcd traffic on 
the East lodian Railway for 64 days. At a meaanra of aeeurity against intsrrop- 
tkm of eommonications, a scheme, costing 24 Iskhs, for providing wireless commnni* 
cstion hetwesn important control points Is well advanced. 

Goal slocks have during the year 1648-44 fallen to the lowest fignre on record 
and drastic atrp* have been taken to render the position mors secure, which include 
more raisings from railway collieries. 

While paying a tribnta to the great loyalty of railway workers who bava stock 
to their work u difficult eircumatanecs. BIr Edward Bentball described tbs ameliora- 
tlea massnres taken by Govern msnt who, dsimed Bir Edward, had endcavonred to 
out their undartskings to tha letter end in a spirit of appredatloo M thi 
jea of tha staff. 

la Dee, 1948 521 grain tbopa functioned and 776.(X)0 ration card boldera were 


may oo 
aamlaai < 


ia 

tad 


fad with 1,016300 aids of food. The estimated loea oa grain abopa la 10 eiorca 
Ihi eariint year and 114 erorsa in the arxL when a further expansion is sipee- 

I la Iht range of eommoditics. The pomibilfty of the eetablldiment of coat price 

eaalcens to piwfide lor tha aceasaarica of Ilfo cd * higher paid railwaymea ia 

laftitjgatioa. It has been deeided to abollah tha Lower Gaaetlad ServicefB 
I the puopocal ic not being proceeded with at present in order to avoid 
* 'loB. In das eonris, a eomprcbcatlvs review of the ealeifcc of 
ate la the lii^t of eoonomie eonditloac which may ha 




raeOBitrwetioo baa bean taken vigorooely in head and 

^ on wkidi tha Railway Board are cOBeautratug, in addition to 

■I if tuhebilltatlOB, ere (1) the imptemantiug of the deefeioa to eoBetrpel 
j fa Indi% (H) the teprovfmeat of the amenities of travel partkmlarlf 
ahaa paaengen, (8i) d^alopmaBt of staff wtifara work. M the improved 
" ’ tnfle. (?) dm pmtielpation of railways In road rorTfeca and 

of rattwiya la aeeoidaBeo with tha gsaeral policy of road and 

at Irogtk ways of ffaaaeliig poat-war mmmm, 
dfi. Bit ptatad that it was dearly flaaneiallj 
dmold be flaaaeid by loea and be gsv# 
faeddetomeat aodi post-war sAearoi ont of 
whetbar it was leiaoiiabla to laercaai 
ishaapmt tUaga In India today; 



of whieh wonld be i 
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tlim bid beeo only i H% OTertll inereiie Ofcr pra-wir fim ud the eblli^. of 
fMiieogeri of ell clattci to pay for travd ie greeter then nilweyo eta eater for. It 
iraa aot e mere voiiicideace thet ih«r inereaae in tmfel took pleee in the period iu 
which the i>*llatioiiary tindenciee bccume more pntniititiiL Sir Edward EcnUmn 
eontiaued tiiat there were three good reavone for incrcAoiiig the fare*, namely, tie 
efl^t that rueh iiicreaae might have on reducing or at any rate preventing turiher 
increaue of paHeenger travel, the deflationary efft-ct owing to the immobilisation of 
aobatantial voliime of eorrcncy and the opportunity of taking the firet atcp towards 
building up a fund for iKWt-war reconaiructton puriioaea. 

As rtn^arda the latter, he stated : **l*be argument in favour of building op a 
fund for |ioat-war purpoeea is to my mind paramount and Irrefutable and th*: 
Goveriimetiia f»f the future would rightly blame our ahort-eightedneaB and lack of 
courage if we failed to put them in a position to carry itbrou^ the post-war plan 
which we are preparing for their fulfilment.** For tbeae reaaona. Government have 
daeided from April 1, 1944, to inereaae rail fares ( including fatea for military 
paaaengera travelliiiu at their own coet ) by 25% ao long at present cooditiona exiat. 
Sir Edward ilenthnll made it clear that money taken from the railway-neer now 
would be cxpendi:d for his benefit later when times were leas good. l‘he entire 
)troeeeda from this inereaae. which are expected to be 10 croKi in 1944-45, will 
tiierefore b.? pticed iu the Railway Beaerve but earmarked for an amenitiea fund 
for lower cla^a pgaaengerfl. This waa the first poiiiive move towards the finance of 
|HiBt-war T( cjiistruction. 

Sir Edward Benthnll concluded by thanking the Chief Commissioner, Sir 
liConurd Wilson, and other railwaymen for the work they bad done. The increase 
I'f trsflio m'hievcd with little or no new equipment was work to be proud of. But 
more and more traflic bad got to be mov^ and every operation on the railways 
had got to be speeded up For many the work waa arduona and the strain 
prolonged, but he ended by recalling to the railwaymen the words of Sir Frands 
Drake on the eve of battle : **Lord Ood, when, Ihou giveat to Thy aervaota to 
endeavour any great matter, grant us alao to know that it la not the beginning, 
hot the continuing of the asms until it be thoroughly finished which yieldeth the 
troa glory.*’ 

Tbs Central Exoibb Bill 


The Assembly later passed the Central Excive Bill with the amend* 
SMota accepted on Monday, but without the provii>ion embodying the Irwio-Qandbi 
FmI relating to salt. Members of the Nationalist Party made an effort to add a 
separate clause giving statutory form to die provisions of the Pact but after an 
aasuranee by the Finance Member they decided not to press their demand. In tbf> 
coarse of the debate the Finance Member first explsined that the Government had 
iUvio considerable attention to the matter. There waa a good deal more in the 
agiveiBent of March 5 1931, and in the explanatory Press commnniqne of May 
20, 1931, than waa included in the amendment auggested. The Government had no 
intention of departing from the practice which bad been adopted ever since the 
agreement was enters into ; but at the same time there were included in that 
agreemaot oertain safeguarda and these mnat always be included to long as an 
aRangement of this kind waa In force. In hit own opinion, the arrangement was 
already suitably embodied in the form of the egreement, and in that form was 
wdl ondeiatood, both by the ? illegere end by diqiartmentel oflfieere. He oonld not 
eee tbaiit wae a matter whidh ought to he given en nndnly rigid form by being 
ineloded io t)m etatute aa ajeeparate eeolioo. All other ciemptbne of thie kind and 
epeidal arrangemente were covered by exemption notificatione or by ndee mado to 
eeonio the deeired effect. Be, however, bad eodcaTOored to eee In what fbna It 
eonld ho inoorporatM in thie meaeore, and bo road ont a draft amendment whkdi 
while oxampting fdim the purview of tho Act, ealt eolloeted lor domeetio oooenmp- 
tlon, laid down piovieione againat ahuae of 4he proviaioni. A numbor of membera 
enggeated postponement till tomorrow eo that a more oomprahenalvo amendeseDt 
could ha attempted, llie Flneoce Member deeliued to egree to thie. He reileialed 
that nothiog wontd he gained by pressing an amendment of the kind enggeeled. The 
debate had the effeet of making tho Government reaflbm their Intentiott to abide by 
the letter and the epliit of the egreement. The Bill wae p aeeed. 

H. R tha Ftaarerf’a Addreea 
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Mr. PmldaBlfe Ladiee Md Oentlemok,— It hat batn Iht piaellet of Ttoaroft to 
addraat the LtRialatura at the firet opportooity after Ukiog oflioe. Hitherto It hat 
happened that the earlieat onportnniij haa heen aboat alx noathe after tha 
Viceroy'a arriTal. For myaelf. aa yoit knov, the firet opportoni^ oeoorred vithio 
ao iihort a time that I felt obliged to poattjone the ooeaalon. I hare now apent 
aome four rery baay montha in my poat ; and am prepared to offor yon eneh ?iewa 
and guidanee aa 1 can, at thia momeiitoua atoge of lndia*a biatory. Too need not 
xegara them aa final fieva. 1 alwaya look fnf ward to making freah eontaeta and 
gaining freah knowledge. But they tndieate oertain prlnciplea on which ae^n for 
the progreaa of India muat, 1 oonaider. be baaed. 

The laat addreaa to yon by a Viceroy wae at the end of the longeat term of 
office in the hlatory of the appointment. It waa not only the longeat term but the 
moat exacting. Lord Linlithgow'a patience, atrength and adminiatratiee akill were 
ahown to the lull in thoee difficult yeara. ihe war iiieeitably interrupted or 
hampered much of the work which waa neareat to hia heart, to further the material 
proaperity and conatitutional progreaa of India. Aa time goea by, the greatneaa of 
the aerrlM he rendered to India in those critical yearn will beoome e?en more 
apparent 

Though not entirely a stranger to this Legislature, I hare till lately aerfed 
ludia aa a soldier. As a soldier, in the poeitione which I have hdd during this 
war, I know better perhaps than anyone what the United Nations owe to Inaia for 
our aueceas in the etmggle against Naxiem and Faaeism and the barbarous 
ambitions of Japan. I shall do my beat to aee that the debt is acknowledged and 
paid, not only with tribntee of worae but with praefieal aid. I will also try to 
My my personal debt to the Indian soldier for his gallon t and enduring eerrioe by 
doing my best to farther the welfare of the Indian peoples of whom the Indian 
soldier is the fitting representative Though the soldier atnnda in the limelight, it 
is not only to the aoldier that the United Nations owe gratitude. The Indian 
worker also, and many others in India, have made a eery great and vital oontribn* 
tion to the war effort. 

Wau Aoaikbt Axis 


My first task here ie to assist tha bouth-Eaat Asia Oommand to dfiv^e tho 
enemy from the gates of India. There can be no |teace or pruapfrity for India or 
anyone elae till me Japaneee ambitione are utterly deetroyed. i nvM say little to 
you on the general courts of the war. You have teen for youraelvec bow tho 
United Nations took and withstood the dangerous ahocke of three yeers of wer— 
war for which their enemies had planned and prepared, while they had planned for 
peace ; and how they rallied from thoae ahookt in Irreilstible atrength. You have 
teen how the spirit of the British people flashed like a sword from ita eheaih at the 
ehallenie of the diaaetere in France ; how they faced a triumptiant Germany for a 




Germany's many U-boats, and, with the dd of the Dominiona and India and the 
United States, the Battle of the Mediterranean and Africa against the combined 
atrength of German aod Italian sea and air foroee. Yon have aeeo bow Bnaaia 
met the mightieet, the most formidably equipped the moat mobile, the most highly 
trained, the most arrogantly confideot force of fighting men ever leunebed by lend: 
and hat hnried them back in defeat and rain, aa the did another would-be world 
oonqoeror W years ago. As one who has seen mueb of the Bueaian soldier both 
in pence and in war, I have watched with special internet the proweee of an army 
and people I have always liked and admired. You bavo seen too how the United 
Statea of Ameriea baa recovered from Uie treaeberous eorprieee of Pearl Harbour 
and Manila, and how powerful a fighting machine she bee oiganiaed to eariy her 
oounter-offeueive to Japan. Yon have seen China indomitable for over alx years 
thongh almost unarmed. You are Joined with four of the toagheet natfone of tho 
world in spirit aod aotlon. The end is oeruin and you assy be proud of your 
oonirlbation to it 


When tho end will some it ie difficult yet to say. Germany is reeling under 
a series of ehoeka, phyaleal and moral, which may w«l put her out of the ring at 
aa early date, though we must not oouot on It We shall then be able to fotenslfy 
the war against Japan. Yon loaHae the phyaiMl diifienlties of tha reoooqumt « 
Burma and of the other territ^ eelead 1^ the Japencee early in tha war. It will 
be aeeompliehed, but II neede emefol tnining end piepeietion. 
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Indit, ti one of tht prlodpil boM of tbo wir agiioift Japan, mnat ba 
liaad. lo naiotain amllity wo anal aoWo oor aooBOBBio problaaa. Food, 
wbleb la tbo noat importaot of thoaa, waa ao tally dabatad in both Uonaea at tba 
laat aaaalon of tha Lagialatma that 1 naad aay llttla bara abont it. It ia an all- 
India firc^lem, which mj Gofarnaant la trying to organiia on an all-India baala. 
Tba m pointa in onr plan art tba atriet anpamaion of daalara under tha Food- 
mina Oootrol Urdar, tha aaoldanaa of aompatltifa baying in tha proearemant of 
Qofaminaot icqniranianta, atatutory iwiea control o?ar novainanta, and rationing 
in tha lamr towna. Wa rely for aneoaaa on tha admliiiatratifa anergy of tba 
F^flnelal Gown manta and on parallel action In tha Indian Staten and I am glad 
to any fhat daring tha paat four montha wa hava mada (Srogrcaa. We ara not ont 
of tbo wooda yat, bnt. backed by anbatantial importa, I beliara wa can improTa onr 
food poaition greatly in 1044. Unr aim ia not to faronr tha townaman at tha 
azpanaa of tha anltifator, bnt to aaa that tha atabla foodgmina ara ayailabla to 
all at pricaa at onoa fair to tha anltifator and within tha maana of tba poorar 
mambara of onr popaUtlon. Tha *Grow Mora Food* campaign htt already pro- 
dnoaii faluabla addittona to onr anppllea and will, I am aura, produce more. There 
ia likaly to ba a world abortaga for aoma yean after the war daring tha period 
of reoofery. and India moat ba prepared to atand by haraalf aa f ar aa pomible. A 
bold agrfeultnral policy will ba naoeai>ary. 

Ina aitnation in Bengal ia apeeUI, and haa canaed my Gofarnmant grafa 
anxiety. Bat there too condiiiona hate Im proved, and I trnat will eontinne to 
improfa. We maat run no riak of laat yaar'a diaaater being repaatad. 

Tha food problem ia eioaely linked with tha inflationary threat, which wa ara 
datarminad to avert. Tha Fioanca Member will deal fully with thia in introdacing 
tha bndgat, and I do not intend to awk now of tha ramediea ba will propoae. I 
need onn my that than haa bean a diatinot improvamant In tha rata of aavinga and 
that wa naVa mada aoma progreaa in ineraaaing the aapply and bringing down tha 
prieaa of coiiaumera gooda manufactared in India, aa well aa of thorn imported from 
abroad. The new Department of indnatriea and Civil Suppiiea haa a formidable 
taak ahead of it. but naa mada a good atart with atandaid cloth, tha releaae of 
woollan gooda to tha general public, and tba control of tha pricaa of imported 
dtaga. 

Ttn tranaportation ayatam haa bean aabieoted to gnat atraina which it haa 
tnpportad creditably, thanka to the flna work of our railwayman, to whom atmdlnam 
and regularity wa owe a gveat deal. I know that condiiiona of traval ara not eaay 
lor the general pabKo ; 1 am afraid that that ia itiavitobla in wartime and ia a 
aoadiUon obtaining pracltoally throughout tba world at praaant 

Tha latmt problem to confront not only tba tranaportation aotboritiaa. bnt 
public bodiaa, indnatrlaliata, and pphrata hoiiaaholda ibronghont India ia ahortoga of 
coal. ’I'ha aeaaonal fall in raMnga which ocoura in tha lut quarter of tba ymr waa 
abnormally grmt in 1043. lliava were raaaona for thia— an axeaptionally good har- 
vmt, tha premnea of amier and better paid work in tha ooalflalda, diflioultim about 
Sm aapply of food, and tha apidemio of malaria, oombinad to draw labour away 
from tba minea and to taka ihair ratnm alow. Labour oonditiona ara beginning to 
raturn to normal : but tharo ia mnob to ba dona to improve tha raiaing and dlatri- 
btttion of coal and oonditiona In tha ooaHMda. My Govarnmant haa appointed a 
Goal Oommieaioner to atndy alt tha factora baariog on prodnetion and movement 
and to am that tha poUay of tba dapartmaota concarned la afliwtifely carried ont 
Wa ahall, 1 hopcb anot a oonaideiabla improvamant tboogh it may taka time. 
Gounumm airo tbi Wan 

Unlam and until aoma other form of govarnmantcan bamtabliabed with gbnaral 
aonaent tha proami Govemmant of India, mainly an Indian. Govarnmant, will 
aontinna to carry ont to the beat of ita ability— and I am aatiafied that it ia a vary 
good ability— tba primmy pnrpoam of any govarnmant— tha maintaaanca of law 
and order, tha dutim of intamal ndmlniatratioa, and tha proparation for tha work 
ahead at tha and of tha war. Tba winning of thia war ia our flrat taal^ bnt it 
moat not oicluda praparaition for tha futura. 

Wa ara apptombing tha and of tha grmtmt of all wart. On tha whda^ in 
flaw of tha amla of the danomi ond diaaatara to tba world m a wholq, India ban 
aoma tbioiigh it with leap hurt than any other nation in lhafront lino. And tha 
war hm Ip many dliaa%f|| anhanaad hm opportnnltim and proppaati. It haa 
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hifiMd teduMd difftopMst il will laetiw food Mod«elliM» it bao 
iliooothcicd bar fliiaoclal p^lion* 1^1 II boa Mi bioo|bii «a lo earlalo olbar 
aoontiiaa, i m iDertMed na^ of aplril aod poipoao la aa aubappgr* olieiimataaaa 
wbiob wo all doploio. Ibaio la, bowom, aolblafc mio aoproOubla tbao lo 
ladabea la loariBlaationa about iba |iaai. Wo »oal look forward aad aol book, 
no pool-war world will bo for ladla a world of groai Mportiuiiilfa and mat 
daacan^ la wbleb aba baa aa oQlataadiag to plop. It fa our praaonl boalaaaB 
to pioparo btt materially and morally lor ibM Imiloic yoara. 

, Lot no oonat the blaooioin Ihnt. India baa groat nndofoiopod roooaxoiOi in 




With Imnrofomont in mothoda. In Irrigatioa* aad In firtillaatloB, wo oaa inoranoo 
Mr food aoMly gMtly both in quality and qpantity. Wo ean mneb impiofo the 
bread of eattw. Tbero la wide oeope for dofclopment In lndla*a mala Indnalryt 
agrienltaro. Thoro are alao great oommeroial poealbllitica In India. There are 
mineral reoonroea atill undeveloped ; there te abnadaot labour, a portion of which 
baa now attained a oonolderable degree tA teobaloal ekill. IntUe bae amny czperien* 
oed and able men of bneineea. Her Oaaacial poeltlon at the end of tbia war 
ehould be a good one. There are alaeoat unllniltad markeU, Internal and oztornal 
for her produoe. 

Bueh ate her main oeonomlo aeaete. Bbo baa. bowavor* alao many ooonomlo 
dlffionltioa and dimbilitica. The premure of inereaeing population, the amril poroen- 
tage of educated peroone. the low etandard of health eerfleee. the poor eonditiona 
In which the greater part both of ainieultnral and labouring populationa Uvo. the 
flagrant contreet between wealth and poverty, the inaiUquacy of comninnleationai 
all mark the immenaity of the problem which oonfronta India In raleing the atan* 
dard of living. Our tank la to nee rigbtfy and to beat advantage her great eoono* 
mic aaaeta not to increaae the wcaiMt of the few, but to raim the numy from 
poverty to a deoent atandard of eomlort. A hard taak Indeed, but a noble taalL 
which callie from all for a aplrit of eo-CHEMratlon, a apirit of hope and a apirit of 
aaeriflee. 

The preaent Government meana to prapaie tha way for Indla’a poat-war deve- 
lopment with all earncatnem of aplril and with all reaeuroea. oOclal aad noB-oflblaI« 
wfaicb It can enliat. We have to oonaider flrat of all the "^winding-up'* praceaa 
that foUowa all ware— the demobiliaatlon and re-aettlemeut of eoldiera. the tonnlDa* 
tion of wartime contraote with indnttry and the orderly return of indnatrlal lebonr 
to peace time taake ; the diafieiaal of property and etovka of gooda acqalred for 
war purpoaca. Our great aim mutt be to plao for eeonomio and iooial dovetop- 
moot 10 aa to raiae our atindarda of livlDg and general woHaio. We moet lift tbo 
poor maa of ladia from poverty to eeenri^ ; from ill*bealth to vigour ; from kao- 
raaoft to underatanding : and our rate of progrem muit no longer be at balloek- 
eart ataadaid but ni Icaet at tha paee of tbe nandly and Mrvloaahle leap. 

PooT-Wan PmoBLiiia 


"Aa yon know tha developmeot of India la being dealt with by a OommHlee 
of my Eaccutiva Cooneil. which la aaabicd by a number of other commitlem with 
a atcoug aoii*ofllclal elem«’nt. 1 am conaidetiM meana to aixeactbeo our ptauaing 
organiaaikm and to aooelcrate our iMgrraa. much oaefni preliminary work bM 
been done, end we have now readiM a etage at wbleb, for certain auMeeta at Icaot, 
at for eiample the demobiiiaaiioa and reiottlomcnt of lofdiera, doflaito planning 
enn begin in ooma detail. Over tbo gientar port of tbo field, onr aoUial oondnei 
nfior the wnr will dUpend to aoma estent-«oitcn to n great oitenP-on fnlemntionol 
faelora. endi na tariff policy In Intarnational enrraney, of which wa can nl pr m m t 
know little. But we need not wait on them ; on the big qaeitloni of pditay ifo 
bate to maka certain brood omomptlona. and wo are now daelding wbotonraommp- 
tloiia abonld be. OoDennootly, wo are appointing Indlvldnal developmeot ofito e ie 
not eommittcoa— to draw no outline pinni lor eob}eeta aneb na olootriflentlaQ, 
Induitriea, rood developmont, irrlgvil<n Md ngrieoltnit. Wo eve alao. orrnnglog to 


tbe U. B. A., to atiidy for tbo benefit of India tbo Inteot develoumeota to thoir 
lino of work. For tbo mmn aoeial aervieea .wa nlrendy Imvo the IMaottonnl 
Advloer'a memoTindom, and abnil Imer bnve ibo report of tbo VbM 
on Modietoo end Fnblie Bralib. X bellevo tbnt durlM IM onr .plone «IU _tate 
ritapo : they viovt oovm the wbolo of Indln tki Imtooii 
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sm muCi ^o-opmle with the Centre In i^oducinj; the bent end noet ooMfniifccB^fn 
poeiihle elnteBient of onr Jieede. 1 nsd mj GovtirnnBeiit are in eincet In doing all 
we enii to further India*# progreM after the war. 

Boiibat Egovomio Flan 

We weleome oorntmetiee aoRgseetioni ; and my GoTemment io eraninliig 
with intemt the plan recently propounded by aeren prominent hoainew mao. The 
▼Urwo of the antbor# of Ibia plan on the objects to be aehiefed are in pHneiple 
the Mne aa thoae of my Government— we nuet work for a substantial ineNaae in 
alardafdo of living and aodal welfare. We may, on czamination, differ m the 
medioda -to be employed, their relative importance in the plan aa a trholCf the part 
to be played by the btate and by private <*iiterpriae, and the financiai praeticability 
of development on the scale contimj lated within the lime suggested by the 
antbors ; but our aim is similar and wc nehome any sincere contrilmtion to the 
problem that seta people thinking and ntakea them realise hctli the potBibiriti«>H 
and the pitfalls ahead of no. 

Aa I said at Calcufta, . it may in the initial stages be tieceaaary for the 
Government of India and the Provincial Oovernmeots to devote die laraer proper* 
^n of the reeouroea available to economic development, agricultural and industrial, 
ao aa to increase the wealth of the country. But you may rest well assured that 
the vital matters of health and education will not be allowed to stand aiill. and 
that the recommendatioua of the Educational Adviser and the Bbore Committee 
will receive the moat earnest consideration. So much for India's economic future. 
It ihould be poeeible, if all go^s well to make good progress ; and to lay plana 
well ahead. It is more difficult at pr^^aent to plan India's political future in any 
detail, 1 can state to you what 1 know is the point of view of practically the 
whole of the British people, of Bis Majesty’s present Government and I am con- 
fident, of any future Government of the United Kingdom. It is their genuine 
desire to aec India a proaperoua country, a united count ly, enjoying complete and 
unqualified tT^elf-OoverDment aa a willing partner of the British Commonwealth. 
That Inst desire is not prompted by sny eense of imperialism or wish for domina- 
tloUi bat by n real belief that, in such association, India can beat find security 
and help in the teeting^yeare abend, nnd that pence in the East can to be heat 
aaaurad. 

J am absolutely convinced not only that the above lepreeenta the genuine 
desire of the British people, but that they wish to see an early realisation of it. 
It is qualified only at present by an absolute determination to let nothing stand in 
the way of the earliest possible defeat of Germany and Japan ; and by a resolve to 
see that, in the aolution of the conatitutioiial problem, full account ia uken of the 
intereau of those who have loyally supported ua in thia war and at all other times 
—the aoldiera who have served the common cauae, the people who have worked 
with ue; the rulere and populations of ibe Btatet to whom we are pledged ; the 
minorities who have trusted us to see that tiiey get a fair deal. We are bound in 
jnetiee, in honour, in the intereats of progress, to hand over India to Indian rule, 
which can maintain the peace and order and progress which we have endenvonred 
to eatabllah. 1 believe that we should take some risk to further this ; but until 
the two main Indian parties at least can come to tqrma, I do not see any immediate 
hope of progrem. 

Obipps Offie 

The Grippe Offer wna a bold nnd generous offer nod gave India n gient 
opponnnity to progreee towards aolution of her problem. Be wdl assured ^nt it 
was not made in any panic. 1 can say that with certainty : 1 was Commander-ln- 
Ohief at thn time nnd in n poeition to know that there woe no panic in the Councils 
of those in nvthority, either In India or io the United Kingdom. We are not n 
people who panic easily in the face of danger. The offer was made in the hope 
that ne the war had come so close to India nnd threatened Itn national life, it 
might nrouae, aa in other eountriea. a apirit of unity and eo-opmtioa that would 
have overridden politieni differences in the hour of danger. That hope wet not 
fulfilled. There is no profit in recrlminatione about the reneone for the rejection of 
the Grippe Offer. But einoe that Offer, na baa been etetrd more than once by 
Miiefyi/Cs re rg — f fe etill onen. It be ••!! *n reatnte it here. 

Nifirly two yiife hove paeaed since the Crlppa draft declnrntion was made 
pttUlef but It otaadi forth to-day ns the edemn pledge of Hie Majesty’s Gmnimmit 
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that ladia fhftll hm fall cootfol of ber omn dcbtiny monf; the nitiODi of the 
Oommoowealth ood of the world. It decliircd in uoioMUkehle terme that India 
■honld hate the aame atataa at the Dominiona or the United Kingdom itaelf und^ 
the eonatitatioD of her own deviaiiig./' It aliio embodied a eonatnictive auggeatioa 
by Hia Majmty’a Oorernment to aid India In the attoinmeiit of that atataa. 
Pfi>poiiala were made for aetting np a conatitation •making body, repreaentative, both 
oi Britiah India and of the Indian Statea ; and Hia Majeaty'a Government under- 
took to accept and implement the conatitniicpi framed by this body, aubject to two 
coixtitions.-^ Firat. the declaration recogniaed the right of a province not to acecde 
to the Indian Union. Such proviticea could either retain their preaent oonatitutional 
postilion ; or if they ao desired, Hia Majesty's Government would agree with them 
upon a new constitution giving them the same status as the new Indian Union 
itaelf. Second, the declaration made provision for the aigning of a treaty between 
Hia Majesty’s Government and the conatitoiioD-msking body to provide for matters 
arising out of the transfer of power, including pioteoiion for racial and religious 
minorities. It was mnde clear beyond all doubt, that this treaty would not impose 
any restrictions upon the power of the Indian Union to decide in the future its 
relationship with the other States of the British Commonaealth of Nations. 

The Crippa Offer was an offer to India of full Self-Government, of the right to 
frame her own constitution, and even of the right, if she ao desired, to sever her 
partnership with the British Commonwealth. Because of the military aitnatioo— 
which still obtains~it was provided that, pending the framing of the future 
eoiiatitutioDB, the direction of Defence should remain the reaponsibiltty of Bis 
Majesty’s Government, but it waa contemplated that Indian feadera should be 
aeiKiciated not only with the Government of their country as under the exieting 
constitution neeesaarily, till a new constitution was framed and accepted— but with 
the eounaeli of the Commonwealth and of the United Nationa. 

’Quit India* BnohunoN 

The offer of eo-operation in the Government on this baaia by the leaders of 
Indian opinion ia still open to those who have a genulie desire to further the 
proaecudoa of the war and the welfare of India. But the demand for releaie of 
those Icadera who are in detention ia an utterly barren one until there ia some sign 
on their part of willingneaa to co-operate. It needs no eonanltation with any one 
or anything bat hia own conscience for any one of thoae under detention to decide 
whether he will withdraw from the ’Quit India’ reeolution and the policy which 
had auch tragic eonsequenoea and will co-operate In the great tasks ahead. 

Not the least of those teaks is the preliminary examination of the eonatito- 
tional problems of India by an autboritativa body of Indiana. We ebould be ready 
to give thie body every asaiatance it might dcaire in carrying ont ita task. For the 
present the Government of the country must continue to be a Joint BriUah and 
Indian affair— with the ultimate reeponsihility atill remaining with the Britiah 
Parliament, though it ia exercised through a predominantly Indian Executive— until 
it can be transferred to a fieeh eonetitution. But the framing of that fntaie 
oonstitutioD ia eaaentially and properly an Indian rcaponcibillty. Until they can 
agree on iu form, the tranefer of power cannot be made. We offered a auggcstlon 
in the Grippe Proposals, which may or ma/ not have been auitable. If Indiana can 
deviae a method which will piodnoe agreement more readily, ao much the better. 
If I may offer a pereooal opinion, hom of some experience, the smaller the body 
which diacuiaea a difficult end oontroveralal problem, the more likely it ia that a 
profitable eolation will eaMcagei 

PAxierur 

On the mein problem of Indian unity, the difference between Hindu end 
Muslim, I een only say thia. Ton cannot altar geography. From the point of view 
of ddtonce, of many intcrual and external eeonomie problems, India It a natural 
unit. What arrangemepta yon deeide to make for the two great comrounitiea and 
certsin other importet luinoritiea, oc well as the Indian Btates, to live within that 
nidt and to make the beet uee of Hi wealth and opportunities it for Indians to 
deeide. That two eommunltiea and even two nationa can make arrangementa to 
live togMer in aplto of differing caltnrca or lelicione, history provides many exam- 
ples. The aolutione of the problem have varied. England and Bootland, after 
eenturieo of ttrife^ arrived at an abiolnta union ; in Canada the British and French 
dteBsente reaehed a federal agreement which operates aatiatetorily ; the French, 
Italian and GerniaB etamenta In Switxerland agiacd on a diflbrent form of federa- 
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Hon. Ta dl Um abora Him w«m taligtoos as wall aa racial diffawMaa* la Ilia 
Ualtid Btatai» naoj aianfntai racial and triigloiia, liafa beta foacd into ono giaat 
BaMoB with a federal atmeinia, after the bitter cxperleDoe of a diaaatroiia eifil war. 
Ib IselaBd. the eoaflietiag demeota have ao far failed to oiiita^ and Inlaod baa a 
aort ol PakiataD, tboogh die analog la, of eoorae. only raatife. The Boriet 
Union In Boaala aeena to bare denaad a new modifleation ol lie already flodble 
^yctiBL wbleb will alee, no donbt, repay eaiefnl atndy. Tbaaa enmplaa are befoie 
India OK her oonatitatiooallata to atody. It la for her to aay whioh will mat 
nearly Inlfll her own neada. Bnt no man can altar geography. 

I hare apohen to yon frankly and bluntly aa I baee been tanght to apeak, aa 
a aoldler. Let me re-aiate the main prindplea which jniide me In my heavy taak 
and reapoaaibillty. Our primary objMt. ovei^ridina all othera, moat be not merely 
to make oertalo of winning the war— the United Nailona have already done that by 
endnraaee through advereitiea, by aaeriice of eomforta, bf unity of apirlt. by un- 
remitting hard work— bat to win it aa apeedily ai poeaible and with the leaat draft 
on fnture proaperity. 'l‘hat la a mat adminiiitrative taek. Tue aecond taak fa 
prepare for the fnture, economically and politically. 

We cannot aettle the fntnre of tbie eooiitry witbont the full co operation of 
the Britiah and Indian people and the co-operation within the Indian people of 
Hindne, liuaitma and other minority gronpe and of the Indian Biatea. 

1 am oouai'iona of the eo-oi>eration of many elemeitie In thia country— the 


manta ; the flghtiiig foro«« of I ndia, tlie largeat foroea ever raiaed in hietory by 
voluntary eiiliatment ; the leadera and workeia of industry who have made such 
a contribution to the war ; the rulers of the Indian States. All these place India 
i^at in their thought and aims, but they have a practical view of the neoesaity for 
eo«opciation to realise progreea. 

OovoEiaa poucr BaBimr abb ubpbactical 


There is an important element whioh stands aloof ; I recognise how mueh 
Ability and hlgh-mindedneae it oon tains ; bnt 1 deplore its present policy and 
BWihoda as barren and unpractical. I should like to have the oo-operaiton of this 
dement In solving tiie present and the future iwoblemt of India. If ita leadm 
feel that they cannot conaent to take fiart in the preaent Oovemmeut of India, 
Biey may eiilt be able to asaiat In oonaidering future problema But I aee no reaaoo 
lordeeae tlioae reaponcible for the declaration of Augusts, 1942 , until 1 am eon via- 
eud that the policy of non-co-operation and even of obatruotion has been with- 
drawn-— not in aackoloth and aahes, that helps no one— but in recognition of a 
mtoiaken and uiiprofltmblc policy. 

Duriag the laat three montbt, I have visited seven out of the deven main 
pcovhieea of British India and two Indian Butea. I am setting ont to-morrow to 
vtall Vso more provlncea. 1 have ceen something of the nfml life aa wdl as of the 
tewna. 1 wonder whether, io eooddering ladla'c economic* and political problema, 
Wi alwaya remember how much of India la eonntryiide sad bow little nrbsn. how 
many llvt in vilUgas and bow few, comparatively, in towns. 1 am Impreisad evary- 
whait by tha work which la being done for the betterment of India, both by 
odieiala and non-oAoiale. India has a very small otBeid adminlatratloo for its siacL 
hut It has very Sue services , the wey in which they have etood up to the edditionai 
•Mn And work thrown on them by the war hia been admirable. Them are also 
a very large number of noa-cfflclal bodies and parsons who tie doing great work 
for India. Thfra.Ia mneh goodwill and wisdom In India If wa eaa hamem it to a 
common purpose. 

1 have BO dedre to make Invldione eompaiiaone. bnt I do fed it worth while 
to point out that ooalltioo govemmaota by Indians for Indlane is not an impoaeible 
Ideal. It la bdng carried ont at the Oeotre without frietion ; it has baea oarM 
OD kn aaarly eeven years with eoDaplettoue enooeee in tha Punjab. Thanhs to tha 
leaderahlp of man of goodaense, goodwUI, and good oonragiL ^ .•Ain of that 
provlnoa have prospered with the minimum of eommunai frietion; they have 
■dmlnleterid tbdr provfaiea la tha Intaresta el the province, bnt dco with iggaid- 
log the inteiesta of India aod of tha war eflbft of the naited BatioM to whioh the 
Funlab hee mode so etriking e eoBtribatlon. I will make bold eaoeuji to eay that 
had all pKOvInees worM tha IMi Aet ^ ^ aama spirit and wm tha aama 
dgclaney. ladle wonid now ba vary eloaa to eomplali adfHiovmmant. 
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mmmU of which lloi oomiriete Inditn telf-KOfmneni Wt m tlmoit withlo liriit 
of Um top, bat, M with moot moaotiiii etimbi that on worth dolnic, the 6 daI cliib 
iM tbo ttiopMt and moat baflUng of all. At anob a tima, it la doalilyi neoeaaary to 
taat caoh handhold and foothold, to eat adeqaata atepa in allpiier^ ice, po that tha 
wbola party toped together, may not fall baok in rniu. It ia not the moment that 
pradent moontainaera eboooa to unropa, to diamioa their gnidea, and after militant 
diopata, to taka aeparata routei towarda different ueaka. We muat go on togetlier ; 
wa cannot halt too long at tha heigbta which wa hare reached, and we cannot with 
hononr or oafety tnm back. Wa may hate to panaa to reconnoitre or ont atepa, bnt 
wa mnat endcaronr to go on climbing, eten tfiongh the late may aeem alow to 
impatient watobera or to the elimbfra tbemaelTea. Finally, we muat keep in mind 
tha aplandonr of tha ?iaw that Ilea before ua when tha aummit la reached— tha proa* 
pact of an India at peace within hcrtelf, a partner in onr great common wealth of 
nationa, tha mother of a great people, a ahiaid for peace in the Kaat, bnay end 
proaperoui. yet with leianre to develop the thonght and poetry and nrt which niw 
the real ealt of life and of which India baa already oontribuM much to the world. 
Not an immediaia viaion, but I do oot think it unattainable, if wa work together 
with patience, good aenoa and goodwill. 

I believa iirmlw in tha futnre of India. I am n ainrera friend of India and 
ohould like to help her to political advanoe, but my military training baa made ma 
quite cartnin that no objeetlfa ia aver gained without the fulleat maaaure of co- 
operation from nil oonoamed. 

Dibatb om BiiLWAT Budobt 

2lat FEBRUARY The Aaaambly held the general debate on the Railway 
Bndgat to-day. h'rof. P. Af. Banntrjw^ Leader of the Nationalist Party, oiwiiing tha 
debate, oharaeteriied the proposal m ineraaaing tha fares as an uiicoiiaciotinbla 
burden on the people, on iiiiquitoua impoat ; and highly iiijuriotia to them. It waa 
astounding that instead of providing comforts to the travelling public and in apita 
of the demand for reduction of fares, bacauaa of the appalling conditions of traveL 
the Oovernment of India should want to increase fares. Lack of traoapori hM 
raeoltad in tha Bengal famine, be declared, and ovar-erowding bad led to a^denta. 
Aa for tha argument that the inoraaae iu fares waa intendid to disconraga un- 
neoemry travel, be atoutly denied that tba ttiird elai4 paasengpra travailed for 

S lpsaura or so a matter of luxury. He waa sure that the elected members of tha 
louse would turn down tha proposal for increase of farec. ciir Famt'n Khan 
declared that tba burden of tha increase would mostly fall on the Government 
servants and tha general public cODoacied with war work. If travel waa onitsiled 
aa a result of iiicreaae in fares, it was war effort that would be affected. Bir Banm 
Riehardion^ leader of the Eitroiican Group, said that hia group oow, mors than 
aver before, gave full support to the atrengtbening of railway reserves and to tba 
atepa eoDtemplaiad by tha Tranaport Member in this direciioo. **Jodivldually, wa 
may dislike paying more for railway travel ]ust aa my friends on the other aide 
may dislike it. but the three reasons which have been given by the Transport 
Member for taking this course are, in our opinion, valid reason.'’ Mr. Hwt$ainhhai 
Laljee, leader of the Independent Party, complained that tlie Goverument's promiae 
to manufacture loeomotive’ had not been carried out. Btrongly opposing the luereaae 
in fares, Mr. Laljce declared it would create embitterment ; people would feel that 
an attempt waa being made to prevent them from meing their kith and kin. Mr. 
A. C. Datta ataerlea that the imposition ot higher fares whs neither just nor would 
it serve the intended purpose. 1'he object of the increase whs dtclsrrd to be to 
prevent over-travelling ;• bnt was there any scope f r further reduction of paaaeiiger 
traffic ? The civilian travel, be said, bad already reached the reducible minimum. 
On the other hand, one single member of the Executive Ckiiiucil occt^ird as much 
n>aoe ns 20 ordinary passengers. Mr. Jamnadaa Mehta rharacteriied the Railway 
Budget ns predatory in its purpoae, oppressive in its results and cootemptuoua of 
public opinion. He vigoroualy refotad the argument that railway travel in India 
was the eheapMt in the world. It was, be aaeerted, eetnally 400 per cent eoailier 
^an in Englnod. Bir Abdul Halim Ghaenapi aaw in the Railway Budget ^e 
"Tyranny of monopoliate." Daring the war, two inetcaaea bad already been made 
in the rntea end fnree, in edditfon to onttiog down free alloweneea of luggm, eo 
mnoh eo thnt even n wnlking etick nod nrticlea of food were now weighed. It bed 
mlly develop into n "pey more campnign” from a "travel on^ly when you muit" 
CAVpiign. lar, FVaiiA inAonp deplored tiie allegationi of incffleiency mode by Dr, 
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BMDii}tt agaliiiC nllwayntD. He eompkincd Ihtl iooiirIi had not beio done to 
ftOMlionite the ooudltioot of the iftilweymeD. Mr. N. if. Jo$hi eomploiDcd thet 
the number of dejs allotted for diflenaMnic tlie Reilwey Budget bed been eat down 
to three dnye from eiz deyt end eeid tbet thie wee e breieh of <«onrrntion end 
eppenled to the Cheir to eefegueid the pririlegee of the House in this nvepect.' 
8, Mangal Singh dvciered ihet the proposel to reiee peseenger feres had created 
bitieniese ell over the country. The erKuments in ferour of the increese etre 
emeeiug end, Judging from them* he tfadught the country should be prepared for 
many more measures of taxation in the general budget. Herder Mangel Hingh 
referred to the orerorowding in trains in the runjab and Uie aioppege of 71 trains 
at one stroke by the N. W, B., and expreseed the view that the Goreroment wss 
being findiotiee to the Punjab because of the Transport Member’s eoutrorersy eith 
the Punjab Ministry. The War Tramport MamHr. replying to the debate, placed 
before the House further facta In support of his stendtbat the Oorernment’s 
proposals ware wise, fair and reasonable. The increase of 156 million passengers last 
year, equivalent to 600 trsinloads a day. he said, could only be explained by in- 
creasing ability to spend and not by any corresponding increase in war activity, 
^e poMible inflationary effect was negligible, he said, while the deflationary effect 
of removing the money from circulation wee obvious. If the contribution to the 
general revenues were cut, he gave a lolemn warning that the cut would have to be 
replaced by other taxations in the general budget. Sir Edward pointed out that out 
of the ten erores which the railways were spending on cheap food for the staff, the 
amount apent on officers would not exceed tiiree Isibs. He also eslculstod that the 
total amount of benefit to rail way men under dearness allowance, cheap food, etc., 
was about 19 erores. He denied that there had been lack of food in Bengal due to 
shortage of transport to that province. The Transport Member replied that adequate 
arraogements were now in existence for this purpose and for handling food. Refer- 
ring to the criticism of the cutting down of 71 trains on the N, W. R., the 
I'ransport Member said coal shortage was the sole reason for this regrettable 
step. He announced, however, that eight of those trains were being put 
back and would be in operation from to*morrow. The House then adjourned till 
Wednesday. 


BTiTKIlINT OH Mbs. Qavdbi'b Dbatb D»allowbd 

flSrd. FEBRUARY In the Assembly, to-dsy, after questions, Dr. P. N. Bannarjee, 
TiCsder of tim Nstionslitt Party, sought the Chair’s permiHsion to make a statement, 
The Chair held that no starement could be made Thereafter, members of the 
Nationalist Party withdrew from the Honae. It was learnt in the lobby that Dr. 
Bannerjee’s statement was intsnded to refer to Mrs, Gandhi’s death. The Congress 
Party members were not present when the House met today. 

PosT-wAB Civil Avutiob 

Tha Gosemment of India's plant for the development of post-wsr civil aviation 
in India were indicated by Hir Ourunath Btwcor, Secretary, Posts and Air, in the 
course* of the debate on his bill to amend the lodisn Aircraft Act The post-war 
plan, he said, contemplated the eetablishment of daily sir services on the main 
trunk air routes, covering India north to south and east to west with link routes 
conDSeting the trunk routes at suitable points, and with extensions to the espitaU of 
adjacent countries. The services, said Sir 'Gurunath, would be mixed passenper, 
freight and mail services to ensure safety, regularity and rellsbinty, to ensure that 
the air service met the real needs of the country : to discourage the growth of 
mushroom orgsDisations and wild-cat schemes and to prevent uneconomic competi- 
tion, involving waste of national energy and of national assets. It was with these 
objects that the Government of India were now proposing to take powers to make 
miss under the Bill for the regulation of air transport services. Rai Bahadur 
Shiva Raj feared that the bill was likely to be misunderstood by the people as iin 
attempt to check private enterprise in the matter of air development in India end 
be warned the Government against giving any such impression. Be declared that 
if the Government were serious and wanted their scheme to succeed, they should 
take every step to msQufscture aircraft in India and to provide civil employment 
for the thousands demobilised flrom the Indian sir force after the war. The Bill 
wss passed with an amendment, providing that roles framed under it shall be laid 
00 the table of the House fbr its consideration. 
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If they were not eoneulted tbet roede the metier ell the worae. Mr. Qeiyam celled 
on Oorernment, if it bed eiiy respect for tJbe wiehee of the House end the wishes 
which were strongly expressed outside, to retrece its steps end ^ive up the inoreese. 

Sir. Edward Benihall, replying to the debete, reroerked thet it bed tsken the form 
of enother generel discussion on the budget. So fer es the Government wes concer- 
ned, It bed endesToured to bese its cese on reeson (Voices : no, no. No rceson). 
The Government lied given ressons for increasing fares and he confessed thet the 
Government bed received little constructive criticism from the Op^ition. Sir 
Edwerd wenit on to observe thst if he was in charge only of the Railways, he 
could have agreed that all the surplus should be put in reserves, but he was a 
member of the Government and be must consider the finances of the Government 
u a whole, and so must the House. He asked the House to vote on merits and 
support the measure, which was intended to achieve social benefit and provide a 
uatioo-building fund for the future (Mr. Mehta : Question). 

Goncluding be explained what the effect of the motion would be and said that 
the motion disapproved the transfer of ten crores to the reserve and if it was 
passed the sum would be left in. the railway surplus with the automatic result that 
it would be transferred to general revenues (Voines : 1)on*t mislead us). If this 
cut motion went through, it wotiM defeat the object of everyone ; it would deprive 
the third class passengers of the fund intended to improve amenitiee for them. 
(Oriea : No, no. you are misrepresenting. Don’t shed croco ile tears). He did not 
think that was the intention of the House (A voice : Wait and see.) The motion 
was pressed to a division and carried by 51 votea to 46 amid loud Opposition 
cheers. 

Mr. AT. C. Eeofft/ wanted to move the Nationalist Party’s cut motion to dis- 
enss *'the enhancement of railway fares”. He explained that the motion was 
intended to obtain a straight vote on the increase. The President held that as the 
matter bad already been iliscussed, the motion was out of order. Pandit L, K. 
Miira moved the next cut motion to reduce the demand iitidcr the head Railway 
Board to Its. 1 to mark “refiisal of suriplies”. After aome discussion the motiou 
was rejected without division and the House adjourned. 

2Sth. FEBRUARY A cut motum by Mr. W. Af. loM, demanding that the 
eompulaory dearness fund bn extended to cover all railway employees, was paased 
1^ 43 votes to 42 to-day. An interesting situation arose over a cut motion by Sir 
Frederick James to discuss the b’:eiiernl financial position of the railways, with 
apecial reference to post-war dcvejnpmeiii. When the motion was put to the vote, 
the European Group evidentlv did not desire n division, but members of the Con- 
gress and Muslim I^eague and the Natiofialist and Independent parties combined in 
pressing for it. When the House divided, the Enropenn members abstained ; 17 
members of the Opposition parties voted for and 38 against it. The motion was 
rejected. Kir Frederick, moving the ciu, said that in the post-war years, India’s 
railways would be faced with a dwindling income, increased working expenses, high 
cost of materials, a drive for the betterment of travelling conditions snd the nm 
for a renewal of workshop plant, rolling stock and track. *1 here would also arise 
the question of improvement of open lim's and the development of new lines. If 
the war lasted for two more years, railwuy resources at the end of that period 
which would be about Ra. i.'jO crores, would not be enough. The railways would 
need greater aBsUtsnee from geneial revenues. The inadequacy of the railways to 
meet the present situation was h^rgeiy due to the past policy of starving railway 
development. Railway rehnbili’nfinn and rrconslrnctioii was an indispensable 
element in any programme for India’s ogricultural end industrial development; it 
would be uUwiBO to ]m8t|>one all investigaiiou until after the war. Mr. Radhabhoy 
Subbaroyan, after pointing out that the vital questions at present in India were bow 
to live and how to secure political fretdom, otTTcd si^yicstions for the improvement 
of railway travel. She ania modifications should be made to provide more bertha in 
upper claaa carriages and there should be more third clans compartments. The 
use of free passes hy railway officers and their inniilies should be severely restric- 
ted and pleasure journeys absoluudy forbidden. I^ir Ziauddin Ahamed questioned 
the propriety of finaiiciug post-war recon8tru<dion programmes out 6l general 
revenues : in every other denartmmt such schemes were to be financed by loans. 
Sir Frederick James, he said, had based liia figures on the assnmptkm that the 
war would last two more years : he calculated that it would last for five. He 
thought the Ngurea quoted 1^ Sir Frederick were too low— they could be expected 
to be more in the neighbouriiood of Ka. 2 jU ororea in two yeara. Mr. Jamnadas 
Mshtu eeid he eopporled the cut motion hut for reesooa tOffoeni from those of 
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6ir Frederick Janet. He eonpltincd thti after 20 yeara of the eonrentioo to 
IndiaDice the railway#, there were itill about 2CC0 foreiguera. He aleo objected 
to the etatntory proriiion of 8% of poita in the railways for Anglo-IndiaBa. Sir 
Edward Benthall gave ao outline of the progranne of poat-war recoiiatrneiioo 
under the heads, rehabilitation, loconoilTe manufacture, improreinente, staff 
welfi^ travel amenities and construction of new lines. He estimated that the 
total espenditnre under these beads for seven -years after the war would amount 
to Bs. 319 crorea. They Would have to spend a large amount of money on repairs 
and renewals on account of the present heavy wear a(nd tear. 
Staff welfare achcmes, like housing, etc., were likely to cost Ba. 43 crores in seven 
years. They had ^ans to construct 14,000 miles of new lines and if the whole 
aeheme was worked out it would coat about Bs. 56 croeea. At the present rate, the 
whole of the depreciation funds would be exhausted by 1066, even on the aasump- 
tion that they were able to obtain replacements and renewals at pre-war prices. It 
was therefore necessary to bnild up reserves and depreciation funds. For theae 
reasons, he asked the mover to withdraw the cut. Sir Frrdmck would not agree to 
withdraw bio out motion. 

The House rejected without a division Rao Bahadur Shivrafa out motion 
to discuss the *non -representation of the fcheduled castes in the railway services**. 

26th. FEBRUARY A division today on Mr. Jamnadaa AfeAfa*# cut motion to 
discuss '*the meagre dearness allowance to railway workers*' resulted in a tie, 42 
voting on each side. Ihe President gave his casting vote in favour of the Noes and 
the motion was rejected. Sir Edvwd Benthall^ War Transport Member, replying 
on the debate said that in arriving at their i)olicy in regard to dearness allowance 
for railway workers. Government had to consider :he views of other departments 
as well aa provincial Govern ments and could not take an independent line of 
action. Tha Government was constantly reviewing this intricate all-India problem. 
The dearness allowance scheme had cost the Government Rs. 7 crores and the 
cheap grain shops scheme had cost Rs 10 crores last year, 'i'he combined relief 
afforded by those two schemes amounted to 50% or 60% of the pay of the railway 
worker. The War Transport Member contend^ that railway workers would have 
sui’ered a great deal if Government had not opened grain shops. The effect of 
of this action was to stabilize the principal items of the poor railwayman’s budget 
round about the prices which ruled in Aug 1942, i.e., before the big rise in prices 
took place. The VTar Transport Member informed Mr Fraiuc Autbony that 
Government were trying to inaugurate "cost price canteens" to help the kind of 
employees— workers getting from Bs. 250 to Bs. 300- to whom Mr Anthony bad 
referrra in his si)eech. and maintained that the benefits which would accrue as a 
result of the extension of the scheme of the cheap grain shops and stabilisation 
of the cost of living on the Aug., 1942 level would be real. Even Mr Jamnadas 
Mehta had agreed that the cost of living was now showing signs of being stabilized. 
Any increase was, therefore, less justifira now than before. Government considered 
^at what they bad done to meet the needs of *'a very deserving service" ^d 
been fair. 

When the guillotine was applied at 5 p. m. and the first demand under 
"Railway Board" was taken up. Mr. Abdul Qaiyum asked the War TranB|>ort 
Member to state whether the Government still i^ersisted in increasing the passen- 
ger fares by 25%. Ue wanted a reply becaiise on it would depend the attitude 
of the Opposition parties to the demands. 

Sir Benthall : 1 do not think 1 am called upon to give an answer. 

Sir Yamin Khan made a renewed plea to the War Transport Member 
to reply. 

Sir Edward repeated that he was not in a position to give a reply. 

The voting on the first demand resulted in a tie with 43 on either side. 

The CAotr, following the principle of maintaining the status quo, announced 
by mistake that he gave his vote to the Noes. This was received with loud 
obsess by the Opposition, but the President later corrected himself and said his 
▼ote was with the Ayes, and the demand was carried. Tho other demands were 
•U earried without a division. 

The Assembly next earried by 44 votes to 42 the Muslim League Party's cut 
Mm^to censure tho Government’s policy of gianting extensions to super 

The Sowmment also suffered another defeat by 47 votes to 40 on another 

motiOB moved a member of the Muslim League Forty to disenss the 
•hippngs of a number of traina,^ 
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Iltli. FEBBUART The Atsembly ptssed todby tupplfnefetory Raihriy 
denandt foi 1043-44 totaling over Rr. 25 crorca. The demand of Re. 4jD3, 32,000 foi 
appropriation to the depreeiation fund raiacd a brief debate. 

Bah oh Kibah Cohfbeehcb 

The Aitfembly by 43 Totes to 42 reiected Dr. Oovtnda Deehmukk^a adionrn- 
meat motion to diKcuife ibe Madras QoTemmeui’e order preventing travelling on 
the M and S. M. Ry, to Beswada to attend the All-India Kisan Conference. Dr* 
Deihmukh said this was another instance of the miruae of the D1 Rules. The con- 
ference was being convened to consider the food problem and to further the **Grow 
More Food’* campaign. Therefore the conference wan actually furthering the war 
eilort. He leferrMl to the difficulties in enforcing such an order and said that apart 
from the merits of the conference itself, the orcler rmtailrd the civil liberty of 
dtisens to proceed to Beswada if they wanted to. 'Ibe Home Member, Bir Rtfginald 
MaxK§U, dMlittg first with the legal argument maintained that rrnvincial as aril 
as Central Governments were given the rower to nquitc that ceitain persons si nii 
not be carried on railways. Provincial uovernments were given that power for tie 
reasons that a situation might arise in which they might have information to show 
that a large number of people proposed to use the ranways in order to travel to a 
place to form an unlawful assi mbly or to a place which was an infected area. 
That was his answer to the question how a Provincial Government could pass sn 
order in a matter affecting a Central subject. As for the contention that the object 
of the kisan conference was a proper one and to interfere with the holding of it 
was a misuse of power, the Home Member said that in the first place he would 
not admit that the order in question, if pssacd, would interfere with the proposed 
conference. He himself did not know whether that conference would be allowed 
by the Madras Government. The Home Member went on to give cer- 
tain information which, he said, he had in bis voBsesBion regarding local conditions 
and which he thought might have iufiueuced the Madras Government’s action. The 
House ^en sdiourued. 

financial Statement fob 1944-45 


29tb. FEBRUARY Introducing the Goverment of India Budget for 1944-45 
in the Assembly today, the l^'inance Member, Sir Jeremy Batsman^ dis- 
closed s revenue deficit of Hs- 92.43 croiea for the current year and a prospective 
deficit of Us. 7B.21 ororts next year on the baais of existing taxation. The Finance 
Member then aiiiiounccd bis proposals for new taxation. These were:~ 

Three new Excise duties to ))g levied namely, on tea, coffee, and betelnut at 2 
SB, s lb. V 

Under income-tax, relief is ]>TOposrd to be given to persons whose incomes 
• are below Us. 2,ai0 by roising tbe taxable minimum from Rs. ],5C0 to Rs. 2,CXX). 

There will be no iba?.,:*! in (xisiing incidence on incomes up to Rs. 10,000, 
but on the alab from Rs. lO.aXi to Rs. iri.CiiO the Central surcharge is to be in- 
creased bv two pies from 10 to 18 pics over ilic basic rate of 24 pies ; and on the 
balance above lis. ir),000 the surcluugc will be increased by four pica from 20 to 
24 pies over ibe basic rale of 30 pics. This latter rate will apply to companies 
and in every esse where the Iha is to be charged at the maximum rate. 

The existing emergency Hurchstge of 20% on Customs duties will continue for 
another year. In the csfeie of tobacco and spirits the surcharge will be increased 
from 1/5 to 1/2. 

The tobacco excise to be increased to \ield FwS. 10 crcieB of additional revenue. 

Under the proposals for comfiulsory deposits is a provision for a pay-as-you- 
earn acheme unacr which an assessee has the option to pay income-tax in advance 
quarterly, such advance payments carrying V% Interest. 

A system of death duties on nou-agriculiural property to . strengthen Previn- 
elal finances after the war. 

Under super-tax there will be an increase of half-an-anoa m the Central 
aureharge of slabs between Rs. 3’. COO and Rs. 2 lakbs. 

The Corporation tax will be tiureasid by one anna to three annas, bnt a 
rebate of one anna in the rupee will be given on so much of a company’s total 
income as is not distributed in dividends other than dividends payable at a fixed 
rats. 

As T'zard EFT, while there i« no change in the present rate of 06 }% £PT 
nor in the proporUon of the tax to be refunded, the compulsory dmit of 1>5 of 
tiM tax preaeriM in the Ordinance of 1943 will be incfcased 1^ 11^ bi the tax. 
Tbli It oerigned to immobilise ee deposite the whole of excem profile nmaming 
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aftfr EPr hta been pnid tbenon Mid ineone>tnz end euper-Ux pnid on the belenee. 
Tld« comrnKioty deposit has no been hitherto payable in eoniiesiou with the pro- 
visinnai EIT aaaeesmcnt, but hereafter at the time of proTisional aBseaement a 
eoni|Uilsory deiioeit of 10/G4 of the tax provisionally aseessed will have to be paid. 

A provision to be made for life insurance buelnese by which the 

conbii]*(! inte of im‘uine-tt:x and super-tax is limited to 63 piee in the rupee. 
This mill have retrosiiective effect from the year 1043-44. 

Ihe total estimated revenue from the new proposals will reduce the proa- 
peetive revenue deficit from Ks. 78.21 crores to Rs. 54.71 crores. 

The salient features of the Cud}i;et are : The Financial Settlement atands. 
The setting up of the South East Asia Command does not of itself either add to 
or dimini^ India’s liability for Defence exi>enditure. The several anii-infiationary 
measures adpoted by Government “ in 1943-44 arc eontribiiting in various wa}S 
and degrees to the desired result. Government’s loan programmes have had a 
striking snceeas, total borrowing (including sain of counterparta) amounting to 
Kh. 547 crores since the begintting of the war of which more than half haa been 
raised during the laat 12 months. Eatimates for ]944*4o t'>rovide increased grants 
for scientific and induatrial research. A Dollar Fund is to be built up, to be 
available for post-war development 

The actual deficit for 1^2-43 is Rs, 112.17 crores as against Rs. 94.66 crores 
sntieipated in the revised estimates for that year. 

The revised estimates of revenue for 1943-44 are expected to amount to 
Its. 254.50 crores, an improvement of Ba. 35.50 crores over tiie Budget estimates. 
There is a net increase of Rs. 87.34 crores under exfienditure charged to Revenue, 
taking Defence and Civil Expenditure into account. The current financial year 
is Urns expeotsd^ to close with a revenue deficit of Rs. 92.43 crores. 

Taxes on income, as a result of the measures adpoted to speed up sssess- 
menta, are expected to yield Ri. 138 crores against Rs. 102 crores envisaged in the 
Bttdssi EFT is likely Ja yield Rs. 62.25 crores ss compared with the forecast 
of Be. 40 eroras. This amount excludes some issued last summer, which for sc- 
oonnllngjmipotsa sis treated ss deposits pendinig regular asBesBrnents* The share 
Of lbs jPftmness from tbs divisible pool of Iiicome-tsx will amount to Rs. 19.50 
oroiWL Ba.'7A0 broris above the Budget estimates. 

llie revlaed eethnatee of Defence expenditure for 1943-44, amount to 
Rs. 262.64 eiores imder Revenue and Rs. 38.30 crores under Capital. The details 


BeveBoe pertion (Crores of Rs.) 

8 Basie Bormsf budget ... 36.77 

Bflbet of rise in prices ... 13.01 

(3) India's war measures ... 201.53 

(4) Non-^Uve ehsiges ... 8.33 

Totel ... 262.64 


1 . 

!.< 


Capital portion 
Air Force— Airfields 


Capital Outlay on Industrial Expanaion, 
Bcoipro^ Aid— Airfields 
New Oonstruetlon for BIN 
Cbqpitel Outlay on Tcle-eommunieationa 

Beheme 


lutal 


14.67 

6.00 

10.85 

2.68 

4.20 

aaso 


The inereaae of Bs. 77A2 erores in item (3) of the Revenue portion Is one 
mainly to tbs rise in the priee levela of stores and to the grant of Improved aoalee of 
rationt to Indian troo|» from July U 1043, aa w«l as to the Inelnsion of a 
portion of the leenriing cxpendilore on tho air forest provisionally plaead under 
suspense lest year : alao to inereasea in tho atiength of forcea in India and to 
Increased supply end eervlces rendered by India to the USA on Beeiprocal Aid 
terms. 

Tho setting up of the new South Esst Aeia Commend, ststed the Finance 
Member, did not itself either add to or diminieh Indit'd liability lor Defanee expfen- 
diture. While this did not moan any alaekening of the eonntry’s war cfihrt» 
"the Governmeot of India hava made it Moar,'' ho obaeryod, *Hlial bo foxllMr 
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mbttMitUl inercMe in the o?enll quentnm of war dcntnda on India*a reaonreee 
eno be met witbontgraTe niik of an 'economic collaiiw and that an early lightcniog 
of hei; present bnrden by the releaee, for vital civil nccda, of certain typea of 
enpptiea and prodnctive capacity at preeent appropriated for war pnrpoeee, is 
eaeentlal in ordk to counteract the unhealthy tendenciee now manifeeting them- 
■elvee.'' 

Land forcea reached daring the year approximately the etrength held to be 
neceeeary and eufficicnt for local defence purpoaes. Bhonld the etrength of troope 
in India at apy time exceed thia limit, the coat of anch eieeoa would not fall on 
thia country. Farther improvemente in the conditiona of aervice of effieera and 
other ranka of the Indian Army have been introducted or are in contemplatioD. 
A larger amount of money ia now being apent on the welfare and well-being of 
the aervicea than in any previona period, and at the aame time^ a good deal of the 
attention ia being paid to the protection of the intereata and w^l-being of the 
men’a familiea. 

The programme of new eonatruction of ahipa for the BIN ia now well 
advanced and a conaiderabld fleet of war veaaela ie now in commiaaion. Unite of 
the BIN have operated in Britiah watera andjmrticipated in varloua operationa in 
the Mediterranean Including the invaaion of Sicily. 

Batiafactory progreaa haa been made in implementing the Ten-Bqaardron plan 
of the lAF. To back this Air Force otepa have been taken to develop a main- 
tenance organication. Some other meaaurea of expanaion have aleo been undertaken 
including the Indianixation of the Balloon Squadron of the Air Forcea in India 
and the inauguration of the Indian Air Training Corps. 

The allocation of Defence expenditure between India and the UK continuea 
to be governed by the terms and principles of the Financial Settlement and deve- 
lopments in the war situation and the eatabliahment of the South fiAat Asia Com- 
mand have not rendered it necessary to depart from these principles. In accordance 
with those principles India's liability for tne coat of forces serving within her 
gecmraphical frontiers ia subject to the condition that such forces are both necessary 
and available for local defence purpoaes. The strengths of forces for anch purpoaes 
at any time are subject to maximum limits, which are indicated by the Defence 
authorities from time to time. 

**While the Defence estimates exclude the coat of forces serving in India in 
excess of ceiling strengths, India aleo bears no floancial liability for other units 
or formations employed in India on duties unconnected with her local defence ^or 
lor measures such as those relating to the expansion of administrative and main- 
tenance organisations, the acquisition and holding ^f additional stocks and the 
improvement of internal transportation and port facilities, which are incidental to 
the setting up of the South East Asia Command or to the utilisation of India as 
a base for largesoale ofleosive operations against Japan.” 

Civil expenditure in the revised estimates for 1943-44 shows an increase from 
Bs» 78.78 crores (budget) to Re. 84.29 crores. An excess of Ba 2 crores is accoun- 
ted for under floancial assistance to evacuees and families In India of Britiah sub- 
Jeets detained in enemy-occupied territories. Assistance to the extent of Be. 2 
crores has been given to Provinces and Stales in furtherance of the *'Qrow More 
Food” campaign. Oent^ assistance to Bengal for famine relief up to Be. 3 crores 
itM i^lio bedn provided for. 

'Jlie question whether the somewhat uneven effects of the impact of war on 
provincial share of the Income-tax pool was examined but it has been decided that 
the situation does not call for any modifleation at present. 

A scheme for the farther liberalisation of dearness allowances is under con- 
eideratiOD. dn the present basis Bs. 24 crores has been provided for dearness 
allowances to Central Government servants, other than those paid from the Bail- 
ways and the Defence Estimates. Provision of supplies for them at concessional 
rates will. entail an expenditure of Ba 41 lakhs. 

The value of orders placed by the Bunply Department rose from Be. 184 
crores in 1941*42 to Be. 256 crores in 1M2-43 and amounted to Ra . 129 croRS fo 
the first nine months 1948 hI4. 

Toul revenue estimates for 1944-45 amount to Bs. 284J97 crores as compared 
wilh.Rs. 254.50 crores in the revised estimates for the current year. Antidpatiiig 
more*, shipfdng space for imports, ’Customs’ revenue is placed at Be. 27 crons as 
against Be. 25.94 crores in the current year. An improvement of Be. IIB emes 
is also expected under Central Eseiaes. Bs. lOi crores ia expected to be collscted 
nnder *toDiiooo” as against Be. 9 eioics In the current year. Corporation Tkx and 
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ineome-tox m expected to bring in Ra. 174 eroree, including Re. 73 eroree from 
EFT. The ehere of the dirmible pool ermltble to the Prorinoee ii pieced et the 
high figure of Be. 23.39 eroree. Poeti end Tdegrephs eurploe ii eetimeted to be 
Ke. 11.31 eroree. 

The Budget estimetee of Defence expenditnte for 19*14-45, amount to Re. 27661 
eroree end Re. 24.60 eroree under the BeTeime end Oepitei heede reepeetirely, 


the relerent deteile being : 

Revenue portion 
Baeio normel budget « 
EfiVet of riee in pricee 
Indie’a wer meeeuree 
Non-effective chergee 


( 1 ) 


3) 

(4) 


(Croree of Re.) 
... 36.77 
... 15.05 
... 215.58 
... 0.21 

ToU! ... 27661 


0 ) 

02 ) 

(5 


Capital portion 

Air Force— Airfielde ... 10.00 

Capital Ontlay on Induetrial expaneion 2.00 
Reciprocal Aid—Airfiolde ... 5.20 

New conetruction for the RTN ... 1.60 

Capital Outlay on Telecommunica- 

tione Scheme ... 5.80 


Total ... 24.60 

The decreaee of Ra. i:3.70 eroree under Caiutel portion ee compared with the 
Revieed Ketimate for lOi 1-44, ie due to the completion of the bulk of airfielde and 
a reduction in the capital expenditure on expansion of factories and dairiee. The 
tele-communicationa acheme is cx|)ected to be completed next year. 

The Finance Member atated that, after preliminary discussiona, it was agreed 
that the talka relating to the poRaibility of India'a entering into a direct Mutual 
Aid Agreement with the USA should he suspended in view of the difficulty of 
determining India’s post-war imliey in certain respects at this aiage. The Govern- 
ment of India, however, he said, had accepted the principle underlying mutual 
aid and continued to receive Lend-Lease goods and services from the USA and 
grant reciprocal aid in return. 

Tlie estimated cost of reciprocal aid to he afforded to the USA on present 
information during 194.-1-44 and 1944-45 is about Rs. i'6 crores and Rs. 4H crorea 
reB|)ectively. The total cost of such aid up to the ei»d of 1942-43 was Ra. 124 
crores. The estimated progressive total up to the end of 1041 -45 ia a little more 
than Ra. 31 crores. 

It is not possible at present to ssy what the total financial benefits that 
India will receive as a reauU of Iicnd-Lcase Huppiics from the USA during the 
same- period vill amount to. because the allocatiiii of liend-Lease goods and 
Bcrvicea received in India between the Government of India and id MG baa not yet 
been determined. The total value of Lend-Ijease up to the end of 1944-4.5 is 
estimated to be Re. .350 crores. It is reasonable to assume, the Finance Bfember 
said, *that India’s share in these benefits will not be lees than one- third.” 

Civil expenditure shows an increase of Ra. 24 crorea as compared with the 
ciirrei.t year, or an iiicroaac of Ra. Ol crores if the reduction of about Rs. 4 crorea 
in the nmounta transferred to War Risks IiisurHiicc Funds, conacqiieiit on the 
ndnetion in the rate of premium, is tiikeii into con«idrratioi). It accrues mainly 
umier the head **Inter»Bt” where the liability increases with increased borroiritigs 
^nd the success attending the aavings campaigus. A contrii)ution up to Ra. IJ 
crorea towards Bengars expenditure on famine relief increases the flX|)endttnre 
estimates. In connexion with industrial research provision has been made for a 
grant of Rs. 10 lakhs for the construction and equipment of glass and fuel 
research laborstories and for general plsuiiing for Other inatitutions. The Council 
of Scientific and Industrial Research has been asked to draw up |ila?)S for a s'dteme 
of co-ordinated research, through a chain of research stations on the aS'^uniption 
that Rb. 1 crore, spread over a period of 3 or 4 years after the war, will be forth, 
coming towards copital expenditure. The institutions in cootemplaiion, besides 
the two mentioned above, are a National Physical Laboratory, a National Chemical 
l 4 iboratory. and a National Metallargical Laboratory. **Tbia step**, said the 
Finance Member, ”will be regarded aa a practical expression of Government’s 
resolve to foster the development of Indian iaduatry.^ 
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Hm final poaithm for the eominc laar nan ba rammariaad aa lollowa 


Oivil Eatinatea 
Defence Eatimatea 


'Total Expenditure eatimatea ... 363.18 


(itt eiorea of Ra« ) 
. 86.57 
276.61 


Total nfenne at exiatlDg 
le?el of taxation ... 284.97 

Proapeptive drficit ... 78.21 

Sir Jeremy Kaiaman aaid : *This ia the fith war budget which it ia my duty 
to preaeot to the House, and I do so at a time when the crowini; ascendancy of ihe 
tJnited Nations over their enemies haa created in us all the fiilleat confidence in a 
TietoriouB ontcome. though the precise time and manner of that victory are still 
hidden from us. We oan now look back and survey the grim vicissitudes through 
which we have passed. In India the last 18 months haa been a period of eco- 
nomic storms. 

*The rapid advance which brought the Japanese to the eaatern threshold of 
India had produced a widespread feeling of uncertainty, at the same time as it 
called for the most active mcaaures to meet the threat. The execution of tbope 
measures necessitated very heavy expenditure and a vast and rapid diversion of 
resources from civilian to war consumption. At that critical moment there was an 
outburst of internal disturbances wbicn aggravated the loss of confidence and the 
economic instability. Natural calamities— cyclone, flood and pest— also played thr ir 
part in deatruction and dislocatim. Soon boarding, speculation and prufitecring 
manifested themselves in every form and on a scale to cope with which the ad- 
ministrative machine was but poorly equipped. 

"There was a time when it seemed that there could be no check to the ravages 
of these pernicious forces and that salutary measures of control could never over- 
take them. At that moment the economic perils which beset the country were as 

S rave as the military threat, and if they have now receded somewhat, the aftermath 
as been a measure of human suffering which will stand out even in the record of 
this devsstating war. 

"Many of the problems with which we have had to grapple are still with us, 
if not in so acute and intractable a form. There in still cause for anxiety and 
need for constant vigilance. But he would be a pessimihi indeed who denied that 
iu many respects the economic situation has greatly improved, and that a gratifying 
degree of stobility has been achieved and maintained in recent months. Tlie resolute 
measures of a two-fold character launched bv the Govern men t, in the roonetsiy 
field and in the sphere of control of commodities, have had a distinctly aalutniy 
effect on price tendencies. 

'* There has also been a marked psychological reaction, a growth of confidence 
th the determination and the ability of the Government to enforce its policy of 
control and to overcome the resistance of sectional interests which, in this country 
as elsewhere, place their own advantage above the common good. In spite of the 
limitetions of our administrative machinery, the vast territories and multitudes with 
which wo have to deal, and the constant opposition of those who hotted that we 
would fail, we have made definite and welcome progress towards our broad eco- 
nomic objectives. At times, when solemn warnings had failed to check unhealthy 
practices and tendencies we have taken very drastic action and have been en- 
couraged to find it endorsed by the mass of public opinion. We cannot, of course, 
emulate ihsuresnlta achieved in much more highly organized and closely integrated 
countries who can employ large qualified staffs to operate their controls and can 
count on the intelligent co-operation of a highly educated public. We can only 
claim that our efforts should be judged in the light of the experience of other coun- 
tries similarly situated and at a comparable stage of development, who have, 
like us, been exposed to the turbulent forces released by the alternating and 
unpredietable fortunes of war,*’ 

Dealing with the Ways and Means position, the Finance Member emphasized 
the need for greater efforts to ''save and lend” in order to avoid the dangers of 
war-time inflation, ^Goods and aervicea are mobilized for the common end by a 
Taat outpouring of OoTemment money,” he said, *'and unices this Is systematieally 
feabsoroM on aa adequate eeele, it exeroteee an ever-increasing pressure on the 
reduced euppliee available for eivlliaii oonanmption. We have all bkome conscioua 
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of doDgm of inflfttioii. on owoiobom w&ioli hu boao lioightaBod bf tho iwiM of 
gott^loflalioiiorf moMarat which Goforoinaiil Ihemielfot hvwM loooelMd ood whioh 
ofo in openition today eontribaUiiff in Torioai wayo nod d^Ktoea to toa doiliod 
TOiult.’ He emphaiiaed the supreme inpoftooee of more ond more borrowing for 
the eeonomio health of the country. 

nenke to sustained propaganda, apeeial efforts thronghout the eoantry and 
the fasourable tarn in the progress of the war, it was possible to attcaot in the 
current year a sum nearly three times as large as the total of the prerious year. 
Subscriptions to Defence Loan from Jan 31. 1843 to Feb 1 1844 amounted to the 
record figure of Rs. 115 crores. Ihere was ^nsiderable demand for counterpart 
loana, the total amount invested from Feb. 1, 1943 to Jan 31. 1844 being Ke ^ 
crorea. The total iuTettmenis dufiog the last 12 moatha amouated to Ra 2^ erorea 
as compared with Rs 83 crores in tbs corresponding pcciod ol the lost year and an 
aggregate of Rs 547 crores since the beginning of the war. As regards Prise Bonds, 
complete figures relating to the progress of their sale, which is spread all over the 
country, arc not yet available. There haa been a welcome improvement in small 
inveatments. Whereas in 1941-42 and 1842-43, the transactions in all forms of smsll 
SAvings resulted in net withdrawsls by the public toUlliog Ks 14 crores and Rs 3i 
croras respectively, they are now yielding net depoiita at the rate of over Ba 2} crores 
a month and still show a marked upwara trend. 

The Finance Member announced that a acheme had been evolved for enoourag- 
ing small saving by the employment of authorised agents on a commiaaion bans 
whose function will be to sssisC inveetment from villsges. In concluding his 
remarks on the Bavings campaigns, he observed that **while we may take comfort 
from the encouraging response to the efforts which were continued throughout the 

J rear to attract support to public loans, it roust be recognised that we have still a 
ong way to go to achieve our purpoee. The aim of our borrowing is not merely to 
meet our budgetary deficits but also to bridge the inflationary. gap and there it no 
reason why if the necessary concomitant ateps are taken, we should not attain this 
target." Referring to the anti-inflationary measures adopted by Government, be 
stated, in respect of enforcing physical controls, that "it is the Government's firm 
intention to .tike all possible steps to increase tiie efiectiveness of the measure they 
have already adopted and to extend control in such farther direotiona as the 
situation may from time to time demand." 

Dealing with the suggestion made in certain quarters that the rate of interest 
should be raised in order to attract more subsoriptione to the Defence Loans, the 
Finsnee Member ssid : *T'be Government sre convinced that an enhancement of the 
ratei of interest would be iiifructuous and is fraught with the risk of heavily 
mortgaging the future development of the country, apart from its immediate ill- 
effects on the balance sheets of institutional investors who have for the last four 
years ttesdily supported the securitiee market." "Nor," he continued, "can 1 see any 
advantage in the proposal that any otbei Allied Government should enter the field 
as a direct borrower, substituting its credit for that of the Indian Goveroment." 

Referring to the gold sales which the Reserve Bank has been conducting lor 
the last six months, he said : "These sales afford an age-long alternative to those 
who do not, for one reason or another, wish to invest in Government eecurities, 
notwithstanding the advantages of the latter over investment in gold." The gold 
has been provided by HMG and the U.8. Government from their own reaourcee and 
the sales proceeds have been ustd by them towards their war expenditure in Indie. 
Tbit, he tdded, bee materially supplemented other anti-inflationary meaeures. 

The sterling holding of the Reserve Bank, as on March 31 1944, is expMted to 
be about Rs. 950 crores. The total amount of sterling obligations of the Oovern- 
ment of India eo far redeemed amount to about £350 milliooe, the amonot till 


outotanding being £11} milliona. . « . . ^ tt o .i 

Discussione are atill taking place in regard to the British, the U. 6. and other 
plane for iotcrnetionel monetary regulation in the poai-war period. The dieeuimqoe 

Qovernmenta* 

in the LegiL..i.M»«, w. — - r — 

their views. India will be represented et any Conference ol United Nationa which 
may be convened lor this purpose. The floence Member said : * It w 
one ol the probleme thet will conlroDt the world in the poat-war penep wilt M CM 
orderly liquidation ol balancea acquired by varioue countries during tM wer and 
in considering whether India shonid lend her support to any sebme that may be 
pat forward lor international monetary regdlation, one of the mejor oohatderarionf 
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will oaturtlly be the citpot lo wbich tucb e acheme eislsta in yTO\ iding e solution 
for }*rfb]<ms of this ilisiscter.” 

For rsisiiiK (he extremely low standard of lirinc plans for rreonetnirtion and 
development, includini; n forward policy of ii^duBlrializHiioii, are beinfz laid. The 
early implementation of these plana will be dependent to no sniidl extent ot: ixter- 
ual finance. This aspect of the problem was discMisHed with HMG in connexion 
with iiidia*a aereptanee of the extrneion of rrciprocal aid to rew mati rinla and 
focMlatiiffa. In ^this connexiont the Finance Membir fll•llOUl..'‘td that HMG have 
agreed, *‘aH an integral part of the reciprocal aid arraitgenient to eet aside each 
year from now onwards a part of the dollars accruing from India’s ex|>ort8 to the 
Ufi$A. apnrt from and in addition to cur current dollar requirements which sre met 
from ihr Ktnpire dollar pool.” Such dollar accretions will be available for post- 
war development. ^ 

**'l his is perhaps the most suitshle ttstre for me to' say a few words on the 
financial aspect of t^st-war pUnnints. 1 have been dealing with magnitudes larger 
til the perstiPi tivc of Indisn finance, and this in itself scema to pnAi’de a bridge 
between the liTnitations of the i^ast lind the larger future. Indian public opinion, 
ill striving to oiiiliiie that future, is also thinking in figures of an order which 
would have frigl loiicrl iin o dcr generation. I.et me ssv at once that I fully rreog- 
nize that if any efTeciive development is to take place, large amounta are bound to 
be involved, hut this in 'qiitdly true of war. But terbaps the clrseKt reaemhlance 
between war*Hiifluce and reconstruction finance is this : They both involve, end 
necessarily involve, a. continuously high level of taxation, as well as of borrowing, 
if the objective is to he uttaiiicd. 

’’it is true that if the iiivcatroent ia wisely carried out, we may expect from 
dc^eloi mciit c.\i.icnJitiirc both an increase in the real income of society and 
an increase in the taxable capacity of the country, but we cannot 
overlook the fact that some forms of investment will never be able 
to pay for thsmselves in tbe literal aenae of being financially splf-siipt>orting. 
'J'bit is obviously true of two forms of effort which must inevitably bulk largo ; 
public health expenditure and expenditure on education. In the phase of expan- 
aion, very heavy capital outlay will be involved, and once the deaired level has 
been reached, there will be a heavy recurrent charge, a large proportion of which 
will inevitably fall upon the general budget of the Centre ana the provinces. It 
ia indispiitable that the nation will greatly benefit by such capital and recurrent 
expenditure ; but it is equally beyond doubt that the annual recurrent cost cannot 
be met out of taxation levied from the direct beneficiaries themselves. A heavy 
residual budgetary charge will remain. 

'That brings me to another point. We may hope and legitimatel;f hope, that 
the proviaiou of capital equipment from overaeas will be powerfully assisted by our 
posscaeion of large sterling balances. We must not, however, ignore the difficiiltieB 
which are likely to arise in at leaat the first post-war decade, from competing claims 
for capital equipment and from transfer difilculties sssociated with the balance-of- 
payments position of the UK. Again to utilize the whole of these balances and at 
the same time the whole Increment of foreign funds accruing from current eximrts, 
would leave India with a wholly fiduciary currency. A uote-iasiie with nothing 
behind it except the authority of tbe Government ia exposed to all the winds that 
blow, and some of them might be very adverse. Indeed a failure of the monsoon 
or a world'dcpresaiou or a renewed threat of war might easily lead to a flight from 
tbe currency or to a demand for foreign exchange which it would be very difficult 
to satisfy. Somo external reservea seem to me to be absolutely indispensable, and 
therefore it ia unrealistic to assume that foreign balances, actual or prospective, 
could in any circumstances be fully available for recorst ruction finance. 

"I have no with to enter into controversy regarding certain aspects of the 
plan whkh a number of prominent buainessmfn have recently put out in tbe 
desire to focus discussion sod to provide a nuc leus for constructive thinking. I am, 
however, bound to coufesa to a feeling of misgiving regarding the extent to which 
t)>e financing of post-war development could H based on 'created money’. 1 realize 
fully that an txpaneion of th^ currency in peacetime, during a period of rapid 
intensification of production, is a different thing from an expansion accompanying 
the enlureed scarcities of war-time. But the difference between the initial eifrcta 
may well be much less than baa been snggested. In so far as devdopment projects 
are concerned with capital investment, time-gap will necessarily intervene between 
initial inveatment and final completion, during which time ao addition to the 
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BAtioDal ioeome in ml tmiif will teln pltee to offlwl the ihflaUonts; effect, end 
bj the end of thet time prioee mil elmoj lie?e lieen, 

'*Ag«in, if development projecte eueh ee cdueeiion end public hcelth ere to 
be financed in tbit war, the effect will be etill more marked, for elthoagh improved 
health and higher etandards of education ace Important elements of national well- 
being, their infinence on national production end on national income ia of a more 
remote and indirect nature, whilst the influence on money incomes and on demand 
created at a reault of inflation will be diiaet I must lay in justice to the authors 
of this proposal that they are aware of the dangers involved and propose to counter 
these effects by drastic over-all cpntrola imposed by a strong Central Cpvernmrnt. 

**Tbi8 would mean that the public which has perforce to submit to control in 
war-time when the fact of shortage was tneseapable, should accept the coiitiniiauee 
of controls prolonged over a. far longer period after pence returne. I am 
far from auggeating that the resulta to be achieve would not Justify 
this degree of swiriuM. But could so comprehensive and drastic a contrm 
be effectively administered in the coadiltone Of this country, with the 
internsl iuflstioiMiry plessure rising rspidiy with esch succeeding yesr T It would 
surely not be wise to force the psce ot post-war development at the cost of im- 
posing such severe Itmite on the siandsrd of living during the development period, 
at the coet of farther accentuating the diepsritiOs of wealth which inflation 
inevitably entails, or at the risk of a flnancial and economic coHapse befure the 
the objective itself could be reached. 

is my firm conviction that the first prerequisite of reconstruction finance 
is s sound financial position, both at the Centre and by the provinces, secured by 
the fullest development of their respective taxation reaourcea. This may perhaps 
sound pedestri»;n, but in tbe light of our extwrience of war-time finance there is no 
reason, ^iveu the will to find money for peace on the scale on which it haa been 
found tor war, shy rcAOurcea should not be forthcoming to au exteut which could 
not possibly have iieoii envisaged in pre-war days. 

pnivinces have already started exploiting their revenue sources and 
building up reronstruction funds, as a result of whi<% they will embark on the 
post-war tteriod with an improved revenue iMsitton and a useful cash balance. This 
is a iiopcfiu sTsrt, ihMigii tliere is still considerable Bcope for extension. But tbs 
mi.gi itudf Oi the jirtb, m is w great that the pruvinc«H will undoubtedly need all 
the finanuia! nsaistmic’e ttial the Centre may be in a position to give. 1 have recently 
bruugltt under review tbe post-war budgetary position of the Central Government 
in h<t far us !..<• many unccrtaiutics inherent in the conditions of tbe present and 
tbe future v>erniit. 

**Tlie review iiidiettea that, on the assumptions of s ressonsbly speedy rate of 
deniobilizstion after tlio conclusion of let i.i its, tbe msintensnee by concerted 
iiitcrnationsl iffurt of full i>rodiiCiioii and em]>)oTmrDt, and a determination on tbe 
part of the Government of ibr day to uiilize to the full the iKXable surpluses would 
emerge rising in the fourtli or fitth year to the order of Rs. lOO crores per annum. 
With all out borrowing continiud in acroidar.ee with the tccliiiiqiie developed 
during tbe wnr, it is by no nicii s faiitsHtic to visuslize total resources f(<r the 
purposes of i(rou».truriion during the first ifiective qnii.queniiiiim ipprozimating to 
tne K'*. crorts level, i,ud titis excludes any estimate of direct private invest- 
mriit. liryciitd that 1 would prefer at this moment not to attempt to dip into the 
future although it would be reasonable to assume that eatimates for the subsequent 
five-year periods could be relabd to tbe actual resulta of tbe first quinquenniuin In 
a sort of geometric progresaiou. 

**Tlie immediate task of investigation and planning ia already well in band, 
and some of tbe ofiicisl reports and data wbicli are now under the consideration of 
Government will shortly be released for Uie information of the tjublic. These con- 
stitute the essential raw materiala of any practiiahte plan of devrlopmcot, but 
equally important is tbe preparation of a aure foundation of sound finance capable 
of carrying with safely the eoifice to be erected upon it. Ibis idifice can itself be 
made both stronger and larger if the individual schemes of which it ia composed 
are to designed as to be in their revenue aspect as remunerative as possible, and if 
high priority ia accorded to such of them as can contribute directly to an ipcreaae 
in material wealth and prosperity and thereby reinforce tbe public revenues.*’ 

The Finsnee Member then introduced two Bills-*tbe Finsnee Bill to give 
effect to tbe financial pro|toaali explained in his si^b, and the Bill to amend the 
Indian Income-tax Act on the linca proposed by him. 
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Cow SLAiroHTift A Milk Famhib 

Itl. MABCH Mr. Oavind D^thmuWM retolatimi lecoflMDendiiig tliBt m 
aati-iaflAlioom nmture. • Ioib of teii ^rorco of ruftcud. MMrkid for rarpoM 
of tubtldiflos agricnltnrltto to grow more food otid iaereoie nrik ptmcte bo now 
iloitod'* WM poiMd without o dtvbion in the AoBemhiy to-doy. Mr. Beohmukh, 
moving the reeolaibn. referred to the food ohortage in the coontry nnd eoid no in 
Other couutrieii, eubf>jdi€B ehould be given to Bgricnltariebi. iM ectane of econo- 
mic development euggeeted by Sir PurehotemidM Thekurdee end oCberc wee a 
long-range one and would uot meet the immediate needs of the country. Further, 
the oeheme pre-supuoeed the existence of a uational Government emieh could 
homow bundids of crores for the rehabilitation of agrieultnre. More food eould 
not be grown merely by bringing more land under eultivatioa and with the meagre 
help which Government in this country had given to the agrtcultiiriats. Measures 
aboiild be adopted to meet the shortage of labour in H e i^rmit and prevent it from 
drSiing into more profitable employment, such as 'yniiury aoikv.’ The cattle 
wealth of the country, which wab so essential for agriculture, whs liiing depleted 
jHid effective steps should be taken to atop the slaughter of bullocks as well aa 
pdme cattle. He suggested that Goverumeut should raise a loan of ten crosea of 
Rupees and earmark it for subsidising agriculturists. Mr. Ty$on, Secretary. Depart- 
meut of Hssith. Educatiou and Lands, explaining the policy of the Government in 
the matter of agriculture, stressed that there were definite limits to what tha 
Government couldoo under the **grow*more-food-csmpaign.’* The Government of 
India could not themselvea grow more food but could only asaiat provinces and 
Statei to achieve this obiect. Wherever a provincial Government or a State put forth 
a promising method to increaie agriculiural production and asked for sssistance, 
the Government of India had always accepted the scheme and extended aaaistaDoe. 
Referring to shortage of labour. Mr. Tyson said that Government enquiries bad 
■hown that as a whole there was uo serious shortage of agricultural labour exorot 
in a few very small areas where recruitment had been particularly heavy or mili- 
tary works were proceeding. The Government of India, iu the course of their 
**grow-more-food-csmpsigii” had accepted liabilities in 1943-44 to the extent of Rs. 
83 lakhs in the form of subsidies and Rs. 165 lakhs in the form of loans. During 
the coming yesr. the Government had already accepted commitments to the extent 
of Rs. 65 Tskbs in subsidies and Hs. 75 lakhs in loans. He assured Ihe House 
that Government were doing all they eould to improve the position of agriculture 
in the country. Mr. Baijnath Bajoria urged Government to take steps to stop 
iudlBcriminate slaughter of cattle, particularly milch cattle. Arguing *on purely 
economic grounds’ he quoted statistics to show that in five slaughter-houaea in 
Calcutta alone, over 30.00U cattle were slaughtered during 1941-42. He suggested 
that Government should put a ban on slaughter of milch cattle and oo bullocks 
under 15 years. Sir Jeremy Raiemant replying on behalf of the Government and 
dealing with the resolution from the financial point of view, agreed that a. loan of 
ten crores would have an aiiti-inflatiooary effect. Government also viewed with 
eympatby all efforts to grow more food and increase milk products in the country. 
'jAiey were fully anxious to help in any way they could: to mitigate the ecareity 
of goods, particularly in matter of food. But the question of earmarking a particular 
sum of money for a particular purpose created a difficulty. In ordinary practice, all 
receipts went into one control pool from which they disburaed expenditure on items 
approved by Government. Earmarking a particular sum of money would obatruet 
the binary procedure of Government finance. Mr. Choilt (European Gronp) warn- 
ing the Government of the danger of a milk famine in the country urged that 
Government should consider the possibility of subsidising cattle-rearing, with a 
view to meetiug the milk shortage in the country. Mr. Qwilt referred to the ques- 
tion of foodgrtins and emphaiiaed the need to ensure fair prices to the f^wer for 
hit erop. Mr. Oovind De$hmukh regretted he could not egree to the elimination of 
tbit words *subaidy’ and 'earmarking* from the resolution as had been suggested 
by the Finsuce Member. Speaking as an agricuUnrist be was convinced that only 
a aubeidy programme would do toy real benefit to the agricuiturist. He hoped 
that even if Government did not accept the retolution, they would do all taey 
oonld to help the agrioalturist at in the past The resolution was passed witimi 
a division, 

Bactwakd Balucbistab 

Sfwabtada Liagat Ali Khan mofti a ncolation nooBOMadlag Ike amdhit. 
f.fnt of a eommittM with a mijortty of tlwstcd membaia of ib Oan^ T a i g M a te o 
OB it to nigBCit what atapa ahooM ba takaa to oaaodate oonoatntionallj the paoolo 
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of Balnrliittan with the odmiiiietrAtioD of tho profinee od tfmili? ttiiee •• Id other 
provinccg of British Jodie. Further debete wee edjoumed. 

Indian Btatss Disaffiction Act 

ind, MARCH llie Houiie rejected to-dey without e divieioa Mr. Jtaeiere notion 
for cirrolatioii of lits Rill to emend the lodieo Btetee (proteetiOD egeinet dinffco* 
lion) Act. r.tJJ. Air. Kaemi conipbined the! the Act wee ebueed In oertelo Stetee. 
He WHtr.id lu aiutud the Aut eo^thet e pereon eecueed of writing or publiehing 
enytLiiig coneidered objectioneble egeinet e 8tete ehould be tried et the piece where 
toe publiretion wee printed end not in some other piece or in the Stele where the 
publiceiion wee ciiculeted. end to provide thet euch eii eccueed should heve right 
of eptH*el to A High Court. Sir Aaoka Roy^ Lew Member, oppoeing the Bill, eeid 
tUei under tbe Criminel Procedure Code, ell offences were trieble et the piece where 
they were committed and under thie general procedure, venue of trial in the case of 
an offence under the Utate Protection Act would lie where cO)1ee of tlie offending 
article w»re circulated. He could not aee any reason why a epeoiel exception from 
thiH geiirral {•rac.'ice should be made In the case of offences under this Act, ea the 
Bill sought to moke, KeftTriug to right of appeal he said tkiat the aaeurance given 
by Govern mem at the time^ ot paesitig the Act to his mind could only reler t any 
High Court which had jurisdiction in the area of the trial court and not to a 
chartered High court in British India as Mr. Kaimi inferred. 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani introducted bia Bill to amend the Delhi 
Muelim Wakfs Act 1943 to remove certain difficulties arising in the Interpretation 
ot the Act. The House then adjourned. 

Income-Tax Amendment Bill 

8rd. MARCH : ~1'he Assembly today passed Sir Jeremy Rainman'e motion to 
lefer to a select committee tbe Bill to amend the Income-tax Act so as to bring it 
into line with the proposals he made in hia Budget speech. The main object of 
the Bill is to provide for advance payments of tax on income which is not liable 
to deduction at source. The income mainly affected will be income from property 
and from biisineas, profession or vocation. The other provisions oi tbe Bill are 
designed either to correct certain defecte in tbe Act or to give relief* A clause in 
the Bill seeks to prevent payments from unrecognized provident funds before the 
termination of employment in order to evade payment of tax. Another clause refers 
to Sec 14 (1) of the Act which is intended to grant exemption to sn tssessee in 
respect of any sum received by him as a member of a Hindu undivided family 
where such sum is included in tbe income of the family. Cases have arisen where 
a aum received by a member has been held to be exempt under ibis sub-section, 
even though it does not form part of the income of tbe family. The smendment 
provides for its taxation in the hands of tbe recipiriit, if ii is not taxable in the 
hands of the family. Another amendment designed to prevent tax-evasion in the 
form of short-term insnrnnce policy fur one or two yesrs, restricts tbe premium on 
which relief is admissible to a maximum of 7% of the actual capital snm 
assured. 

Indian Cocondf Cbsb Bill 

Tbe House passed, with two amendments, the Indian Coconut Cees Bill as 
reported by tbe select committee. 

Mr. J. D. Tyson, Secretary, Education, HesUb and Lands, moving considera- 
tion, pointed out that the select committee had myide two im)^rt<«ni changes in the 
original Bill. Instead of tbe cesa of 24 annas per cwt proposeu in the original 
Bill, the committee recommended t*'at a maximum limit of 4 annas per evrt be 
fixed es theyfelt that amplb funds would be required, as tbe work of the committee 
developed. The second charge, which was regarding the constitution of the eom- 
mittse, recommended that to repreeent conenmers* istersU three members of the 
Oostiid Lsgialatare be included in it^ and in order that tbe tbree^Btates primarily 
eeiieerBcd--OochiD, Travancore and Mysore— might have similar repreaentatioii, 
provided for the nomination of one menmer eeeh from thcee btetee, 

IH. Bm B. Ambndkar, Labour Member, introduced e BUI further to emend the 
Ihetorlee Aet 1034, to ifi^y certain defeete and muh eomo diffieultiee in iho 
working of the Act 

OODIFlOATiON OF HiNDH LaW Off MaBBIAOB 
The Houie hem dfeeuiokMi ol the Lais Jfemfisr'h motto to leier to o Jofait 
oommitloo of both Hcmaee tho Bill to oodify Hindu Low lolntlag to moiriace. filr 
Ayoka Roy ooid thot tlw Ban lOomsUttw hod ON p im ied Ihemeolfm io favour of oodi- 
ffeatto of Biodo Law okoyy ey otogib fwjhiaiig with tho law of oaeoiiito oad 
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tl» law of nanioM. The Oofenment aoeeplad thin view and the Bill before the 
Bonae was one ol tbe measures recommended by the committee. Mr. Baijnath 
Bajaria opposed the Bill and mored its eircuUtion for eliciting public opinion by 
Oct 81. Marriage law« he said, affected the humblest and no attempt had been 
made to get the opinion of the masses. *1 am sure if opinion is taken from the 
masses, 95% of the Hindu community will be against this Bill.” Mr. Bajoria urged 
that If the Bill waa to go before a adect eommittee. It should consist only of 
HMus as the question affected the community alone. Mrs. R§nuka Ray^ supporting 
ths Bill, said that the first feature In sacramental marriage was enforcement of 
monogamy and she heartily supported this provision in the Bill. Polygamy was, no 
doubt, rare la Hindu society, but there was always a loophole in the existing law 
for a man to take adeantage of it and the women had to go to law for redress. In 
regard to caste restrictions the framers of the Bill, she thought, had been very 
ewrooua. These barriers must be broken once and for all, for the development of 
democratie Ideas and eoonomic betterment of society. She conveyed the appreeia- 
tloo of women to Government for reappointing the Ran Committee atid;hopra that 
after the Bill returned from the select committee and had been considered by the 
country, the Honse would enact the measure which, she said, would derive its 
authority from ancisot laws but adapt It to the present times. Sardar Sant Singh 

S intcd out that it was very common for Hindus and Sikhs to Inter-marry, but the 
U made no provision for such marriages. Before the Bill was finally rei>orted on 
he hoped this aapset of the question would be dealt with. Mr. Ananga : Mohan 
Bam, opposing ths motion, said that in a vast country like India it was extremely 
dUBoult to try to bring about uniformity in the matter of marriage wben there 
were so many castes, customs and traditions. Mr. Dam bad not finished wben the 
Assembly adioumed till Monday. 

GmiauAL DisGumioH of Budget 

Sth. MARCH -The A**^bly began today its debate on the Budget. Mr. 
2*. 8* Avinaahilingam Chattiar (Congress), opening the debate, criticised Qovern- 
meot*s policy and method of commodity control snd esid it htd hsd two results ; 
it had taken things out of the reach of the poor man, it had driven money into 
aeoiet channels. *'Blaek money,” as he termed money made in the black* markets 
by big bnaiueas men, waa ao plentiful that those who mado it thought little of 
parting with portions of it to officisls. Corruption increased, as wst evidenced by 
lha oumbar of eaeas, bat It waa a ahame, he declared, that there wae diaorimination 
evan In eorruption, for only Indian officera wars being brought to took ; while 
European officers went seot free. 

Sir Htnry Riehardaon, Leader of the European Gioup. said the chief impresfii.^ii 
left on hla mind by tbe Budget waa its moderation. For tbe past four years the 
iocideoee of tsxsilon had, it was true, been pressing with ever-incressing severity 
upon a eteadily aulaigliig proportion of tbe community ; nud to that extent the 
marglir of taxobla eapaotty upon wbioh the Fiuaocs Member oould draw was equally 
steadily diminishing. But th^ did not alter the fact that he bad ohoaen the path 
of wisdom In making his Imposts in this Budget ss temperate as possible. The 
country’e sbllUy to oui&lB ths pieseot burden of taxation as wall as to oupi>ort tiie 
heavy loan programme^ dapandad in no small measura upon Government’s suci CbB 
in preventing any further xiee in the cost of living and, In fact, in bringing about 
ita progreaaiva deelina. Btresslng the need for retrenchment, 8ir Henry said he was 
aware of. the aorutiny eseroiaed by Public Aooounte Committcea. but be wondered 
if a stage bad not arrived when a mope continuoua, pnrpoeeful, independent and 
expert check on Muste of all kinds and obsolescence was not called lor— particulsrly 
in respect of those projeeta and departments of Goverossant which were purely war* 
time creations. 

Sir Mohamad Yamin Khan (Muslim Lssgne) emphisixed that deficits must 
be met by retrenchment In salaries and ooniddaiw it high time that a retrenehment 
committee was established to go into tbe salaries paid, particularly in nawly-crcatcd 
departments. Ha uiged that all Government eervanta of the higher ranbe ahould 
be Mde to inveet 85% of their aalariei iu Defence Loans. Ha oritieiaed the financial 
arrangamant between the Government oMndia and HMG. and deelated that he and 
hie party could take no reaponalbitily for oxpanditofo on foreign Icoopa atationad in 
India for opermiona agaioat Japan« 

Mr. Jamnadoe Jiehfn • approved the iueome-lax proposal# bat wishad that the 
level h^ been raiaed to Be. S,d00 iuataad of Rs. fijOOtX Ho also approved of the 
oiipar«tax» HPT and Oorpoiation lax proposals, but stated that ttm raat of the 



-*6 iiAB. *44 ] GENERAL DISCUSSION OF BUDGET 159 

IftXftttoo proposals were letrogtade. After commenting on the Finance Member’s 
'Wiliaiing** attitude towards inflation, Mr. Mehta said : **The time has come for a 
dictator with a ballet-proof armour and with two pistols, one armed at the profiteer 
and the other at the inflator.” 

Mr. T, T, Kriahnamachari, alter stating that the whole Budget was based on a 
number of economic assumptions, criticised the Finance Bfember s remarks about 
''ceiling** defence expenditure, and said the ceiling would be raised or lowered at the 
sweet will aAd pleasure of the authorities eonoemed. He wanted to know whether 
India’s sterling bslanoes in Britain were the result of direct dealings between ln<Ua 
and the UK or whether they represented the value of exports and services rendered 
by India to the Allied Nations, which had vanished liomnhe common pool to find 
a place in the sterling balances. 

Sardar Sant Singh a«>ked why was it that Indian troops had been sent abroad 
and foreign troops brought into India for the defenoe of the country. Had Indian 
troops been kept at home, probably the financial burden due to the war would have 
been less. 

Sardar Mangal Singh characterised the Budget ai a ‘*piok-pocket budget,” and 
said the Finance Member hivd tried surreptitiously to put his hands, into the poolmt 
of the people and "steal’’ money somehnw or other. He eomnlained that the 
Government had by their own bungling caused conditions in Bengal which had 
taken away 3500,000 of his countrvmen and women. Beferritig to defence exfienditiire, 
he held (hut India was not the only country interested in the fighting in Burma. 
China. Burma itself, Australia, Amertoa and the British Empire were all interested 
and all these United Nations should pay towards the expenditure incurred in India 
as base of operations. 

Dealing with the monetary policy of the Government, Sir Ziauddin Ahm§d 
complimented the Finance Member on his rupee policy. The stability of all paper 
currencies deijended on the prestige of the Gtoverument, and so long as the 
Government had prestige they need not hive vnetsllic reserve. The wealth of ‘ a 
country depended on the capacity lo work and ita natural reaourcea. Asaesaiiig a 
country’s wealth in this wsy, ti^ would require s unit, ss the ordinsry monetary 
unit would not suit, and for this Sir Ziauddin proposed whst he termed the wage 
unit. He defined the wage unit ss the dailv requirements of a labourer in the 
sbaiHt of food, cloth and other commodities. A ftabourer should bs paid on ths 
basis of the wage unit or in other words, the relationship betwesn the paper rupee 
and the wage unit must be fixed, and that would repxssent the purchasing power of 
the rupee. He requested the Finance Member that he should fix the vame of the 
rupee, as far as purchasing power was concerned. He also urged tliat the maxi- 
mum percentage of profit by industrialists should be fixtd by law. Tbs Hoosa then 
adjourned. 

7tb. MARCH 'ilie Assembly today concluded the general debate on the 
Budget. Mr. ^hduJ Quayum (Congress), dealing mainly with the defence expen- 
diture, paid that the real war against Japan had not yet begun : it could, therefore, 
be taken that defeoce expenditure would mount. 

Dr. F, N. Banerjee said that this was the fifth war budget, but the tenfh 
taxation measure. Ue objected to the EFT proposal which, he declared, would 
stand ill the way of industrial devcloment ; so would the Corporation tax. a/lbongli 
in his view that tax could be justified to some extent. He advocated the aetting up 
of an impartial tribunal to go into the question of allocation of expenditnre on 
defence. 

Mr. E. L. C, Qwilt (European) dealing with the provisions for industrial 
expansion after the war urged that a Urge volume of expert technical exceutives 
ahould be released from the Army and that there should be s survey of the 
country's induntrisl potential ss it was to-dsy. Helen ing to education, besutteeted 
that for a minimum period of 10 years and until the Bsrgent plan fructlfl^ the 
Biate should grant to children end young men and women of the requisite intelleo- 
tiial capacity acbolarsbipa designed to give them professional and teebnioal edueation 
abroad. 'J’he suggestion euviaaged an extension of the Bavin plan. 

Mr. N. M. jo^hi asserted tbsl during the wnr it was the oapitalisis who made 
money and the burden of wnr-Mms texnuoD should fall on timm and moony ahanid 
aleo be drawn off from them by way of vdoatarj^ loane. Tbie was poseible wMw 
if Goveniment had the confidence of dio people. He oritieised the Floanee Mnmliri 
handling of inflation nod of price oontiol. « « ^ 

The Oommeroe Member, Sir defending Govern ment’e eonM 

aeannica of various oommoditica said that, haviiig legaid to the Inet that tha Anti- - 
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Hoftidine and Proftteerinfi; Ordintnee CAme into being only lour monthi ago, a 
meaenrii of anecew had beet) achieTod. He pleaded for wholehearted pnblic co« 
operation in making the eoiitrid effecUee and aaid that whereTer complainte ba*l 
been mnd«» Government bad arted with promvtiiii ! * and inquired iulo 
Keferring to criticiamH of the 20% profit, he pointed our that thie wmk not an iin- 
alterahlr: limit but repreaeiited an tifort to rationalize profile. 

The Finance Member, Hir Jeremtj Jialsmnn, replying to certain types of 
criticism of defencM* ext^niiiiiiie, anid be l^ad a gricv.'tiif'e nutiinat fu o)>fe who eomr- 
how expected him to abatract them out ot u world at ws'.r-*]'CO|dc who were 
l»osee*<H 0 f 1 of an cm npiat cumnlcx and acemed lo think Ihat it was lita duty aomchoiv 
to ret^roduce for them coiiditiona which could not pot-aibly he found anynl'.cre in 
(he world todiiy. Did Mr. Ncngy or other membera, he aaked, really expect that 
defence ezoenditiire would in thie* or any otlier belligerent country, be less this 
year than it was in 1911-42 or 1940-41 ? 

A > for the question why Hiithih troops who were more expensive should be 
employed in India and lndi:iii troops abroad, the Finance Member explained that 
the distiibntion of total forcia available to the United Nationa waa governed entirely 
t>y o()oration needa and Availability of ahti>ping, and the deairahility from various 
]>ointB of view of bringing back to India troopa at present serving abroad was fully 
realized and coiiataiitly borne in mind but its feaaibtliiy waa conditioned by the exi- 
gencies of the war sitiutloii. He stated that airfields included in the budget com- 
prised those necessary to enable the Indian forces to perform their functions of 
local defence in India, and included airfields provided on reciprocal aid terms for 
US. forces in India, but additional airfields conatructed in India in connexion witii 
the operations contemplated by the S£ Asia command were not provided for in th>^ 
Indian budget. On the question of **ceIlingB*' the Finance Member pointed out 
that Loid Wavel), when he was G-in-C, definitely determined whut could be re- 
garded as forces Adequate and neceaaary for the IochI dctence of India. He em- 
phasized that puely finaiicial coiMiderattons could not poaeibly determine military 
matters of that kind : the eeilings werqj^etermiiietl entirely on military merits of 
the case and only the fi'iancisl reantts of that deleiinination had to be worked out 
by him and his department. He r^tpudiated any auegeation that there was any 
possibility of bad faith or elastic cdnscienee. Speaking of inflation, the Finance 
Member declared that he knew there were people who went about the country 
asking people to withhold co-otwration from the war rffort and made deliberate 
attempts to destroy confidence in iiovernment in the curiciuy and made exhur- 
tatioiiB to the people to refrain from providing sii]>p)icH. The economic effect of 
those things undoubtedly coiitribiited to iiifiatioii. The Finance Member pointed 
out that the question whether a country exposed to the effect of war Mifitred from 
infifftioii or not wss related to the question whether it had a certain political consti- 
tution or not. At the same time he was bound to ogree that to deal with inflatiou 
Buccesafiilly required the co-operation of the people. Dialing with the criticism 
that the budget did not provide for an increase in the indigenous production of 
consumer goods, i^ir .leremy repeated what he had said in a previous session, that 
if domestic twoductioii of consumer goods could be greatly increased it would be n 
valuable coiinter-mensure to intlation. Even if the productive capacity in the UK 
and the USA could be diverted in order to produce miichiiiery that India required, 
that miicbiiicry would have to be hhi)>ped, RHStmblvd and experience gained in wor- 
king it and getting it into full production. Would that, desirable as it might be, 
lead to a solution of the immediate difiicnlty ? He entirely agreed that as soon as 
it was possible to import machinery and plant for the production of goods that 
this country required it should be done. 

Voting on Rodget Demands 

18th. MARCH Voting on Budget demands commenced to-day^ The House 
by 50 votes to 48 passed Mr. Abdul Qumyum's (Congress) cut motion to 
reduce the grant under the head *'Extcuiive Couucir’ to one rupee as 
a mark of "refusal of suppltM-** 'Ihe Gongrtas, Muslim League and 
thti Nation alists voted for the motion. Mr. B, Bfijt^ria, Mri iV. X'. 
J6$hit Mr. JiimvfKiaa J/e/ihi'and Mr. Anangn Mohan Dam were among those who 
remained neutral. In moving the cut motion Mr. Quaiynm declared that the 
KzcciKlTe Ot unuil had continuously lloutcd ptildie opinion. He asked what had hap- 
pened to the vote of the House ag:iiiiAt the inciTa*" in railway fures and what was 
the Viceroy’s Coiincirs response to the vole of (he Uoii«e 'against sending tbs 
**propacsnaadclegetioii** abroad f His ermpfaiut wss not so much ageiiist the 
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BMA mmb« ol OoQsdl M iSib tilt Indlia MBbm, wlio did boI 
jripnMiit anybody bat themaelfii. Mr. Qaaiyum ataled that the preient Eiooutife 
OMneil waa **a hybrid monater bom of an illielt lore alEUr between Britiah la- 
fiarialiea and Indian retted intereata.** Sir M6kam/$d Yarnin' KHom (Hnallm Laftae) 
anpportlng the motion, atated that the tireaent Goreroment of Inda waa "n minia* 
tore tea of Faeoiam and Maaima.’* If the fireaant Qofemment laid any claim to 
demoemoy, it ahould hare reaigned long ago. llie beat thing for thoae in authority 
waa to inrite thoae partia who were ready to carry on Qorerament, to work the 
oonatitntion, and iiot to keep *aome people, who may be patriotic from their point 
of riew bnt whom the conntry had renoanced.*' He nigM the Indian membm to 
leaign and **ahow their patriotiam.** '* He referred to the Sarnia Delegation which 
waa riaiting England and America, and aaid they were mlarepreaenting the country 
abroad. Why, he adnd, had Qorernment not recalled the delegation when they 
found they were exceeding their limita and indulging in political propaganda, malig- 
ning political partiea and inatitutiona in the country and mialeadmg the wond. 

14th. MARCH :~The Aaaembly today paaaed by 55 rotea to 46 the Mualim 
League’e out motion aponaored by Sir Mokammad Yamin Khan, aaklng for the 
immediate appointment of a committee of elected membera of the Central Legia- 
lature, aaaiatcd by officiala, to aerutinlae Qorernment expenditure and auggeat 
eoonomiea. Sir Mohammed aought to reduce the demand under ^Finance Depar- 
ment** by Re. 1. He aaid that neither the Standing Finance Committee nor the 
Public Accounta Committee would meet the purpoae he had in riew. Repreaen- 
tatirea of the people wanted to acrutinize for ihemaelrea whether the expenditure 
to be incurred by Gorernment waa juatified or not. Mentioning examplea of extra- 
vagance and lack of control he aaid that he knew of an inatance where aboea were 
purchaaed by the Qorernment from Cawnpore. All of them, Si00,000 in number, were 
found to be lor the name foot. He added that Information of thia character would 
nerer reach the eara of the Finance Member unleaa independent elected membera of 
the Honae were aaaociated with him. 

ISIh. MARCH :~For the third day in Btteceaalon' the Oppoaition partiea com- 
bined to defeat Gorernment today when the Houae paaaed by 53 rotea to 44 the 
Nationaliat Party’a cut motion moved by Pandit L* K. Maitra to reduce the 
demand under *Uome Department” brRa. 100 to diacuaa the '^abaae of powera 
under the Defence of India Act and Rulea.** Moving the demand. Pandit Maitra 
aaid that lawyera wboae on iy offence waa defending accuaed in political oaaea were 
alao arreated under the DI Rulea. Beatrictiona placed on the movement of aome 
people and on railway travel were unbearable. It would be recalled, aaid the 
SpeuMr, that the Chief Juatice of the Allahabad High Court had exclaimed that the 
Dl Rulea had paralyaed them. He next referred to the Pardirala oaae, the 
proceedinga of which gave the impreaaion that a reign of terror waa going on in 
the Lahore High Court and that there waa wideiroread panic in the court itaelf. 
Several lettera between the Judgea and the Adrocate-Generaf were intercepted by the 
police. The police had tried to get out of the difficulty by aaying that they were 
deatroyed. I'he Chief Juatice queationed whether he had to depend for getting 
lettera on the whima of a aub-inapector. The Chief Juatice had obaervM that 
not only did the Government ignore and flout the legialature but the judiciary 
alao. Pandit Maitra added that thia was from a Britiah Chief Juatice, not a 
Congreaa agitator. Sir Kamtn Khan aaid he had made a great raiatake in aupport- 
iug the Dl Act. He had not then realized that the weapon placed in Government’a 
handa would be miauaed. He referred to the inatance in which the '^Prophet’a Day” 
proceaaion had been prevented in Nagpur. He read out the text of an Urdu order 
served on Mr. Hosaain Imam, member, Council of State, in which • the SDO. of Gaya 
aaked Mr. Imam to appear before him on March 15 to ahow cauae why he ahould 
not be imprinoned under Sec. 38 of the Dl Act aa it waa reported that he had not 
bought War B.>nda and had prevented oihem from buying them. Mr. P,J. Griffiths 
(Suropeau Group) aaked why nuvoiie ahould try to prevent othera from purchasing 
War Bonds. (Angry cries ot “way not”). Sir Yamin Khan asked under what Rule 
could a man be forced to purchase Bonds ? *‘l have every right,” he declared, 
tell my friend not to purchase War Bonds. If be asks ir.e whether it is profitable 
to invest money in War Boiids, I have every right to say it is not profitable.” 
He asked bow much money the European Group had invested iu War Bonds. 
(Laughter and cheers from Opposition bencncs). 

16th. MARCH >-lhe Home Member, Sir Reginald J/axirc/f, replying to the 
debate to-day said that the d< bate bad prcMrei-ded mm though the Act and Rulea were 
biought into exisleuce and euiployed solely for the purpose of maintaining public 
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OfdfT of iatorferiiig with pollHeAl or oilier oeiifiilee. 'fhe Act wm not primsKilT e 
penM eDeetmeBt. A greet porUon of it deelt witli the creetion of poirere which 
It whi neoeeoery for any Ooferoment to be able to ezercice U war. Explaining 
how the Act hid been actually uaed, the Home Member aaid that aiuee the begin- 
tihig of Uie war the number of eonvietiona in India under the Act was 94.500. But 
oi theee eome 43,M were non-polttical eaaea. dealing with mattera entirely aejmrate 
from thoae which iiiteceated the apeakere in tliia debate. 'J'he actual number of 
peraone convicted under theae Bulea waa 8.972 on Jan. 1. That, he urged, waa not 
a record of oppreaaion when it waa remembered that the war had laated four and 
i half year* and that aome 3000U0,000 people lived in India. 

A voice : What ia the percentage in England T 

The Home Member : Very much higher. 

The number of peraona detained without trial waa about 5,000 on January 1, 
compared to the (teak of 17,572. That meant that up to that date acme 12,000 per- 
aona who had been detained had already been released. It did not look aa if 
Provincial Governmenta were anxious to keep people under detention longer than 
neceanary Keplying to the criticinm that the new Ordinance 111 of 1944 did not 
provide for adviaory comniitteea to consider the cases of persons against whom 
deteutioii orders had been passed, the Home Member pointed out that as against 
that there was the provision for (leriodicai review and claimed that this waa a definite 
advance and removed tiie necessity for advisory commiiiees. Although the Govern- 
ment were not able to go so far as the House would like, in the way of advisory 
committees, they had done a great deal to meet the sentiiiieuts expressod from 
time to time ill the House, and that in considering these matters Goveriimeoc 
were not inirespoiistve to the opinions expressL here. 

Mr. AbJui Quaiyum (Ooiignss) said that the Home Member had tried to 
reply to arguiuents about the difference between the provisions of the 1)1 Act and 
those of the Britii^h enactment and to make out that the provisions here were 
similar to those enforced in Hrilain He asked whether the Qovcrnroeut in Britain 
was as irresponsible there as was the Government here. *‘May I know whether in 
the House of Commons when a candidate is defeated at the eleciions he is taken 
in as a Minister of the Crown and given exteiiHiou after extensioii while his oppo- 
nent is made to rot io jail and die". The 1>1 Rules were intended for the defence 
of British imperialism against Indian national ism. 

The supply of consumer goods as an uiiti-infiationary measure was urged 
today during the de'oate on a cut motion moved by Mr. A. C. LtsHp (Kiiroi>ean 
Group). Hpeakiug with first-hand knowledge of the U&iA, which he visited last 
year, Mr. Inskip stated that the practice of taking over tlie entire output of any 
one industry for war purposes did not appear to have been followed there or in the 
IJE. Deapite the rising tempo of the war and the enormous contributiou which the 
USA had made towards the common effort, she was already, or would shortly be 
io a position to turn over certain of her industries to the production of essential 
items for civil consumption. He also stated that the USA and the UK had begun 
(D manufacture goods for supply to countries which had been or would be free 
from enemy occupation. If the war burden on this country could be lightened, 
India, he felt, should be given the opportunity to produce not only for her own 
needs but for the future reauiremeiits of such countries as Burma, Malaya and 
Cfaioa. The motion was defeated without a division. 

Debate on the Finance Bill 

17tb. MARCH Tb 4 Assembly today began the debate on the Finance Mem- 
ber*! motion that the Finance Bill be taken into consideration. Mr. T, 8, Avina* 
rhilingam Cheitiar (CoDgreea)/ who Opened the debate, referred to the tale of gold 
and aaid Siat, ae agaiuat tbe ruling price in America of about Ra. 45 an oo&ce^ 
gold waa being sold io India at about Ra. 85. Tbe Fittamu Membtr^ ioterveniii|L 
pointed out that the price in India had been Rs, 71 for eome time. Speaking M 
iterlicig belaooea, Mr. Obettiar objected to these being ellowed to aocnmnlate In 
one coantry end wanted that these be divided into eterling and dollar. He enggM* 
ted tbal the eterliog balances ehould be epeut in training Indian teehnieal peieonnel 
la England and America in ae large number as possible In Importini snMi eon- 
iusaer goods aa oould aot be manufactured in India end in impoctiBg ea^Hl 
gooda. Speeking aa a member of tbe i^lCC» Mr. GhetOat repudiated tha eMRe 
laat 4ha Oongieaa Working Committee bed Incited the aabotege nwremeiil in the 
eaaatry. ll wae Iriia^ Ge aaid. be bad taeea a notiea ia July ISA ia IMoMt 
iS rP i f t» W* mumH «>«■• B« • whIk gl Mm Watkiig 
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Owmtttefl about that notioa and waa told that then wen no inetraetiona or peo- 
geenme of eiril dioobedienee iaaned bv the WorUng Committee. Who ieeoed mat 
notiee waa a matter which nmaioed to be fonnd out. The queetioa might be 
uktd how did the burning and aabotage come abont t The explanation he had 
heard in jail waa that Mr. Amery made a broadeaat on Avignat 9, 1942, in which 
he deaeribed the Oongreaa programme aa one of Tiolenoe and aabotage and gan 
detaila*of that programme ; and many Oongreaa workera took thia oroadeaat to 
mean that it gave out the real Oongreaa pr^ramme and acted accordingiy. Mr. 
Ramratan Gupta auggeeted that the Finance Member ahould giTe an aaaarance 
that all dollar actuala, hereaf;er, ahonld be kept excluatvely in the Indian account 
inatead of in the Empire pool. He did not believe in the developing induetry 
under State management ao long aa the Oovernment in India waa dominated bf 
thoae wboae economic iniereata were not thoae of Indiana. He inatanoed the rail- 
waya and aaid that aome Ha. 900 crorea were inveated and vet for maintenanee and 
expanaion the rail waya had to depend on imported material inatead of on indige* 
noua induatry. The Tranaport Member had not told the Houae how muoh 
of the money to be uaed for rehabilitation would be apent in India. 
Mr. r. T, Knahnamachari referring to the doubling of the tobacco duty aaid 
that the mere fact that tobacco bore a high incidence of taxation in other conn- 
trica waa not an argument which oouid be made applicable in India. He had not 
concluded when the House adjourned till Monday. 

20tli. MARCH ’.--Resuming the debate Mr. T. 7. KriShanamaehari oritioiaed 
the new taxation proposals, the appointment of a number of experts in various 
Government departmenta. Government’s policy in regard to the eatabliahment of 
heavy indiaturies, the activities of the uKCO. and IGI and immobilisation of 
India's sterling balances. There was no justification at the present stage, be aaid, 
for any enhancement of the tobacco tax. He was afraid that the tax on coMm 
would eliminate the small man from the trade and harass many others in the 
business. On the subject of recruitment of experts and special officers, Mr. KrU* 
namacbarl aaid that the appointment of two dehydration experts had not helped the 
country much. Referring to tbeUKCC in India, Mr. Rrishnamaebari aaid t^t 
though Uie Corporation was commercial yet its objectives were political. The pool* 
lion of the organization in relation to the Government of indb had not been fully 
clarified. The House was told that the UKCO had no monopoly but be knew that 
the export of tea and bides was their monoi>oly. He complained that the lOI had 
a stranglehold on the Indian industries. Mr. Rrishnamaebari asked what bad hap* 
pened to Government’s plan for the setting up of power alcohol manufacture in 
the country. He knew that the initial work had bwn done end Government bad 
already circularized the Provincial Governments on the setting up of power aleobol 
plants. Referring to India’s sterling balances and infiation in the country, he aaid 
that the issues were no more acsdemical. He voiced dissatisfaction at the failure 
of the Indian Directors of the Reserve Bank to protest against the oontlnuous 
increase in the sterling balances or against the gold sales. Sir Fradarick Jama§ 
(European Group) devoted most of bis Bpe^b to questions relating to the India 
Defence {Services, and paid a tribute to their ’'ontitanding and gallant record." He 
hoped that some words of encoursgement would go out to them from membera of 
the House. He commended the increase In pay for Indian soldiers annonneed by 
the C-in«C recently. The recent record of the lAF, ha adid, waa one of which the 
Houae could be proud. He inquired what precise role the lAF wohld now play 
both in regard to the India Command and the SE Asia Command. Dealing with 
the BIN Sir Frederick aaid this small but rapidly-growing and rfileltiit fores waa 
worth more than a paesing reference ite role was greater than that allotted to her. 
He urged that the policy adopted in naval training eatabliebmenta In the eoun^ 
be strengthened and extended to the utmost limits, for, not only bad they to 
catoblish new traditiona in thia country but they had to try and raeaptnre old aaa* 
faring traditionB that had existed for many years. Sir Frederick brought to tho 
nodoo of lha Home certain grievaneea in the pay of nitinga and paMg 
offioait. and naked why their seUrice were still ao low ana hndranialiiad 
nnehnnged after the laat war. In the matter of long aervloa nwmdi^ ha 

E 'm that Goyamment should antomatieally award them to man .with 
reaord of aervieaa inatead of restricting them to three every vaar aa at |MaM» 

% fotura na^ In the matter of defenre* ^ atntail ^wpnld ha n 
email and affielaiil army, aiarger navy and a larger foiaa. If India wtahad Id 
have a manaatila navy worthy of tha hams, aba mnal tova a aavy la prot aa t jl. 
Aflac dm war, whmi the Army wonld ha damobilifiogi ha he^ tha Havy wmSA S 
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emolidatad and atrengtlianad. Dealing with the queetion of demobilintion and 
mafttlament of eoldian after the war, be welcomed the Defence Member's plans 
toe land acqniaition for eolleetiTS farming in the Punjab. Referring to the farione 
mt-war reeonstraelion committees that bad been established by OOTemment. Sir 
Frederick said thw were haphazardly set np with little relation to one another. He 
atreased the need for writing up the reports of the Tarlons reconstruction com- 
mittees in an abbreviated form and simple language and quoted the example of the 
^Bombay Plan** which, whatever its merits or demerits, hiui aroused widenpiead 
interest lir the country. Sir Vitkal Chan4avarkar supported the Finance Bill not 
because he agreed wiw the detailed proposals of the Budget but because there was 
a war on and if thq[ were anxious to save the country from foreign invasion, it 
was their duty to offer support of a discriminating character to* Oovernmeiit. fie 
had not concluded when the House adiourned. 

gist. MARCH :->Sir Viihal Chandavarkar referred to the political situation in 
the country and said if the British Qovernroent were aerioiis they should forget 
what had. happened in the past and without trying to apportion blame proceed to 
legislate on the lines of makiqg India self-governing. There were bound to be irre- 
concilablea but this should not distract the policy of HMQ. Sir Ziauddin Ahmed 
referred to the sale of gold and said that the Reserve Bank was actim; as a ‘black 
marlmt” for tbe sale of gold to India on behalf of the USA and US!. The world 
p^^ rate of gold was about Rs. 42 per oz, while tbe Reserve Bank sold it for 
Bs. fh Dealing with food administration, Sir Ziauddin suggested that the head of 
the department should be an ICS man or **an honest public man" who should have 
DO business concerns himself. He urged that the maximum dividends to be 
declared should not be more than 9% and any excess over that should come into 
the Exchequer as excess dividends tax. Mr. C, P, Lawson ( European Group ) 
referred to the expenditure incurred on civil defence and said the time had come to 
concentrate on the danger of target bombing of industrial areas, ports, docks and 
railways. He thought a good deal of effort was being wasted in organizing ARP 
In areas where labour was not concentrated. Dealing with the requisitioning of 
accommodation for the military in Calcutta, Mr. Lawson said Government's ouil 
ding programme for Calcutta was just one year too late. He thought it was in- 
convenient snd bad for the discipline of the troops to be quartered in private houses. 
Commenting on the driving of military vehicles, particularly in Calcutta, Mr. 
Lawson stated that the drivers of these vehicles seemed to divide tbe public into 
two classee— tbe "quick” and tbe "dead.” The "quick” were definitely those who 
were quick enough to get out of the way. Tbe palcutta Tramways Co. suffered 
rather badly because tramcars were not quick enough to get out of the way. During 
the last six months, no lees than Rs. 12,000 worth damage bad been done to the 
Calcutta 'J'ramways and the compensation so far paid was Rs. 45. Mr. Jamnadas 
Mehta pointed out three constitutional irregularities and improprieties which, he 
said, had been committed by Government and which, he urged, should be remedied 
bven now. The first was the retention in the ways and means part of the Budget 
of Rs. 10 crores which, by its vote, the House had decided tbe Government should 
go without. The second was the retention of the contribution of Rs. 93 crores to 
general revenue from the railway surplus without a specific resolution of tbe House 
to that effect and the third was that tbe amount of money which had been reduced 
by the various cuts passed by the House both in tbe Railway and the General 
Budgets had not been treated as so reduced. Mr. Mehta had not concluded when 
the House adjourned. 

22Dd. MARCH Mr. Jamnadas Mehta, continuing bis speech, argued that the 
rise in thw^ost of living compelled Government themselves to spend more than they 
would have had to spend if they had been careful about infiation. He stated that 
the country’s indebtedness bad increased by^Rs. 800 crores during the war years, 
and declared that for this sum Government got goods and services worth no more 
than Bs. 226 crores, because the real value of the rupee now was no more than a third 
ot Its pre-war value. 61r Sultan Ahmed, Member for information and Broadcasting, 
deall with the apprehension that for a number of posts which bad fallen vacant 
in his department and which bad been advertised, experts from abroad would be 
imported. He assured that there was not the slightest idea of importing anybody 
from England or anywhere ior any post for which the Indian Uxpajer would have 
to pay> as far aa bis department was concerned. Sir A. H. Ohuenavi referring to 
jnka control said that it was working for tbe benefit of the USA and the uK. 
& piloe of gold iold hy the UK and the USA in India wsa not controlled. A 
year ago the Finance Member threatened apeculato^ M Bombay with conse- 
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mmem, Tel wlttl wm lie doiai^ now ebool the proflleen of Bie UK end tbeUBA ? 
lU deneeeted the egltetion elerted by BriUeb ntwepepm ebont the eeenmaletlon 
of eterling beleneet. He thoaght that this egiietion made it neetMafy to ehk for 
an eaaorance from HMG the! they would pay the entire debt without reopening the 
egreement. Rcffming to the export conlrol acheme he aatd that Indie wee now In 
a poaiiioii to export a number of thinga* He naked that reatrictiona on exporu 
ihould be withdrawn and the liat of gooda tlie export of which had been bannetl 
ahould be reriaed. He eriticiaed the control irf^bnaic foodatuffa and aeid that they 
were eontrery to the deeiaion in the UK. where baaie food auoh aa bread, potetoea, 
and eereala were free. Speaking of Bengal he urged that what waa neraed waa 
trenaport facIlUiea for the carriage of foodatuffa. 

SM. MARCH A eommittee of the Aaaembly to reviee the 1)1 Rnlaa and 
auggeat amerdmenta waa adfocated by Sir Mohammed ITtimin Khan (Mualiin 
li^ue). Referrins to remarka made by certain menibera al)out the union of the 
Oongreaa and Miialtm League partica in the Uouae. Sir Moliaramed aaid that the 
two partica had come ao much nearer to each other aa to demonatrate to tlie wor}il 
that they had no confidence in the present Government. That, he aaid. waa one 
atep nearer to the wider unity. The preaent Goverument had by their actiona and 
miadeeda brought home to many people .that Government were not eerioua wheii 
they aaked the partiea to }oin banda and that Government were only exploiting their 
diflareneea. Oppoaing the Finance Bill he aaid there waa no neceaaity for new 
taxation. TTie money could be found eaaily from aavinga which could be effected. 
The War Secretary. Mr. C. M. Trivedi, replied to l•ertain pointa relating to Uie 
defence Bervicea. He informed the Houae that the Government, with the approval of 
the Secretary of State, had now decided to aet np independent tribiinala in India to 
deal with appeala in penaion caaea and the neceaaary ateiMi for the eatabliahment of 
theae tribunala were now under conaideration. Aa regarda the training of jnlota for 
the ten aquadrona of the lAF. Air. Trivedt deacrihed Che air training corpa’.inatituted 
at eight Univeroitiea and aaid that if the claaaea were filled to cafHioity about 1.4U) 
atudenta each year would be trained and the reaulta, he ho|)ed, would be reflected In 
improved reeroitment. He promiaed to conaider the queation of married quartera 
for BIN ratinga and increaaing the number of long aervice awarda. The driving 
00 military vehiolea waa, he aaid, a question which received constant attention and 
military authoritiea in Calcutta had taken certain meaaurea which would, be hoped, 
lead to an appreciable improvement. Continuous joint patrols of the Army RAF 
and U.L. provoat had been eatabliahed in Calcutta, additional traffic aigna erected, 
and apeed limit ordera of the Army, the KAF and U.S. forces unified. Tlie 
GOC-in-0. Eastern Command waa taking a peraonal interest in the matter and 
the C-in-C. India, had directed that the question ahould be discussed in all Ita 
Bspeeta at the next meeting of the Army Gommandera’ conference. The Bengal 
Government eome time ago wrote that already there waa au appreciable improve- 
ment in the situation and be hoped roattera would improve still turther. Mr. Akhil 
Chandra Dutta, referring to the food situation, aaid that the j)reaent controlled 
price of rice waa more than four to five times the normal rate. Tie contended that 
there wat no room for optimiem regarding the food situation in Bengal and no even 
25% of the aman crop eurploa had been bought by Government. He was afraid 
that Government waa under a false sense of security about the Bengal food problem. 
He urged that more land ahould be brought under culiivatioii. Mrs. Subbarapon 
(Congress) said the meaanrea suggested to fight inflation would bewilder even experte 
but the Finance Member had almplified it by saying that "whatever brings money 
to Ooveroroent is aiiti-ioflationary.*’ She waa told there waa only 10.5% Indian 
offioeri in the Army. Wae this bow Govern meut were going to develop a national 
army in India, she aaked. She also questioned the policy of sending out of the 
country Indian troops who had shown themselves capable of fighting aucceaafully 
even on unfamiliar ground agalnat a highly trained and well-rquipped enemy, and 
bringing in foreign troops to defend India. Dr. B, Khare, Member for Indians 
Overseas, replied to the pointa raised by Congress speakers against Membera. par- 
tieulariy Indian Membera, of the Executive Council. He admitted that he and 
his oolieimueB were not responsible in the sense of responsibility to the lagialatura. 
They had eome to the Government benches with open eyes, knowing full will all 
the limitationa under which they had to funetion. He claimed that he and hia 
coHeagues had acted in rpaponae to promptinga of the Inner voice juet at the 
membera of the Cohgrese party had done in coming back to the House in utter 
marmrd of the maodnte of their leaden. Speaking of the affairs of Auguet, 1042. 
Dr, Khaie exprened eurpriae tlmt one of the Ooogreas epc^a in the Honav koala 
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baft ili^ thAt Goomi worfcan iwobAbly leted oo the mAotagfi pngraame wbieh 
iNf bad bind Mr. Amny ateliOfer tb# ndio that tba Oodckm wnUag Com* 
«ltlaa bad laid dowo. If aim «m polliieiana who took tbdr ena thttir 
o|i|MMMota and aetid oo worda broadeail by tbeir anemy* theo bow ooold they 
aamio to bo in obargo of a ooaotiy^ admiaiatration T 

241b. BAIGH :-^ir Co%oa^i J§hammr aid that prioe control mcaainca were 
tbo fbiit aoibor of Oofomniint’i ramady againtt inflation and thay ahonld imprcaa 

00 tbi Pmindal GoToniminU ila imporunoe. Mr. Ghulam Bhik Sairang refened 

to tba mopaganda that waa being carried oo for tba aatabitahmat of a Snprama 
Ooorl 10 India and aap f caaed tba fan that the aziatenea of aneh a eoort might, 
latar on* ba naad aa an anamant to aupport Lord Linlithgow’a *'diaeOfary'* of the 
gaograpbioal unity of India. If thia waa § 0 , tba Mnalima took atrong obieetion to 
tba aatabliabmant of aneh a court Sir Mohamad Induatriea and 

Oivil Bnpplici Member, replying to eritieiama of hla department contradicted the 
atatement that 90% of export lioenoea were given to Enropeana and atated that 
export trade had been largely in Indian lianda in Bombay, Calcutta and Karachi, 
Aa ragarda the UKGO’a actlTitiea he mentioned that detaila had been given by him 
in anawer to queationa in the Aaaembly and an explanatory communique bad been 
iaauad. He waa aorry that auaptciona atill eziated. In view of the diaaatiafaction 
however, be had invited repreaentativea of aome cbambeia of commerce to addreaa 
the department and later ait round a table with Government repreaentativea to 
diieuae the matter. Explaining the policy relating to imimrt trade, the Induatrita 
Member aaid that Govern men t'a policy bad been to iaaue licencea on a generoua 
acale and the Secretary of State nad been aaked, aa aoon aa ahipping conditiona 
permitted, to aee that more and more couaumer goods were aent to thU country. 
He atated that the coiiatitution of a conanmera* council to which all queationa 
afiecting conaumera might be brought waa being conaidered by Government On the 
import of plant and machinary, hia department had already invited iiidiiatrialiaia 
to inform Government of their requirements in the poat*war periiKi. He waa not 
in a position to give actual figures but be would say that licences had been given 
for the import of paper, sugar, textile, jute and other machinery during the last aiz 
months. Aa regards chemicalH. licencea iasued during July- December 1943, covered 
gooda worth Ha. 7 crorea. From January to date licences iaaued were for over 
Ks. 4i erorea. Heferring to the Imperial Chemical liiduatiea, he aaid. Government 
at present had two aima, importing commodities and distributing them. L)iBtribntion 
was a difficult task and it would not be possible for Government to perfect a 
maohinery aoon. The ICI were at present relieving Gov.rnmeiit from the reapoti- 
■ibility oi distribution, which, he asid, Government proposed to take over afterwards. 
Ezulaining the price control policy he said that iio such measure could be successful 
unlesB there was an effort on the part of everyone to eradicate black markets. 
Ooucludiiig the Industriee Member said : *'I shall not enter into political controver- 
eiet. But let me say this. So long as an Indian feels that another Indian is not 
Ilia brother but a traitor, other people will rule over this country. So long as every 
man outside a particular party is considered a traitor and not a good oitixen, there 
can be no political lohition of the problems that are facing us today. Even 
though we may not ally qurselvee for the time being with political parties, the 
interests of India are as dear to us aa to other Indians. The House at this 
stage adjourned till Monday, 

27tli. MARCH Sir aenry J^icAardeon, leader pf the European group, referred 
to the attitude of certain sections of the House which imputed to the Britieh com- 
mercial community a wish to profit unduly by the circumstances of the war and 
a "ficlitiOtta ability" to influence Govern meat so tbet they might legislate in a 
manner favourable to British interests. **Sach charges as have been mode have of 
neoeeeity been vagaii ainoy they have no foundation and are bated upon poetical 
prejudioe combined with indnstrial ignorance. "Ihe taxation which during As 
past font yean has been imposed upon commerce and industry hee fallen opra the 
interest which I represent as heavily as it has fallen upon Indian interesta. I do 
not dany the right of the latter to advance argumente which oppose tezation pro- 
poaala but in all fairness 1 ask thia House to oast its mind back to the attitude 
which we, on this eidsb have oonsistenly made clear in the matter of war taxation. 

1 mysall have oo more then ode ocoam>Q pointed to the moderate character of 
bttfdiHie which we have been eeked to bear eapeeially in view of the vital imm it 
atite We may try to be good bueineeemen bat we also try to be good ?!$rMie 
who xealiae that the war moat be won whatever the seeriflee: 

Dr. F. N. leete el the Hatioutiat nartgsrdaid Ik Me adtftTonal 
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Hfirtnn vhteli the Bill loaii^t to impom wm aiillMr neoMMury nor {mtlftiAlt. The 
iMUten of tesotion hod not boon lo mJimM ibol it would foil on thM wlio wm 
dMo to \mx it. Dfolino with tho fbod problem^ ho ooid thot Ihi fomioo 

wot dot to tte eriniooT otKllKtoot of tot Briliih Qoftriimtnt and their tubor- 
rtiootet hew. He olao ehorged the Bengal (^femment with inoonpetanee. Be 
Mggeticd that in Bengal the piooaremeiit and dittribnlioa of rice thould be left to 
emnary trade ehannek. Hoaraing and proilteering mutt be dealt with tternly. He 
weleemd the Bengal Qofernment*t lehabilitatTon aeheme. He deplored the 
eeatiananee of the polltieal deadlook and made an appeal for unity. 
Ltfd Haiifas't leoent pronouheement that there oould be no fretdom 
for India until there wee unUy, he ti^ wet n challenge to the Indian partita 
which the membert of the Opemtion thould take op. 

NawabMada Liaqut AU Kkant Depu^ Leader, Mualim liCtgue party, oppoting 
the Bill, tald he had not intended to tpeak about the Executive Council after the 
vote of the Houte refuting ouppliee to it— a vote which, he taid, wat a true reflec- 
tion of praetieally nnenimoui opinion in the country. But, since then, Dr. Kbare had 
ehoten to make what had been detoribed at a political speech. He thought it 
would be ditconrteout not to notice Dr. Khare’t uhservaiions. Dr. Khare had 
complained that membert of the Opposition threw rose petals at European merabere 
of toe Executive Council and flints at the Indian members. ^'Instead of complaining 
he thould be thankful, bectiite that thowa bit countrymen have not lost all hope 
in him and hie colleagues. The flint when it etrikee steel produces fire and If 
Hon. Members from this side threw any flinta at him, it was in the hope that they 
might ignite a little spark of patriot ism.*' Dr. Kbare had taken credit for the 
blessing thet bad accrued to this country at a result of the war. Be should have 
preeentikl a true balance ebeet of its blessioge and miseries, for it wee this war 
end the Government*e incapacity to deal with the problems arising from it, that 
had cost Itvea due to atarvation and want of medical relief, had hiought economic 
depresaion, had left India in the asme constitutional position as it was a 100 years 
ago and curtailed the liberties of the people in the nsme of the Dl Rules. Replying 
to the Viceroy’s speech and those made by the Home Member and the I^esder of 
the House suggesting that the British Government bid done everything cunueivable 
to secure the honourable cooperation of the people of India in the prosecution of 
the war and that it waa really Indians who were guilty of failure to co-opCrate, 
the Nawabzada laid that so far aa the Muslim League was concerned, it had from 
the very beginning realized the neceseity of doing its utmost to defend the country. 
The offers of co-operation, however, were made by Government intentionslly in a 
manner which would not be acceptable to any honourable man. The British 
Government never really desired the co-or>eration of the people of this country. 
Referring to the Viceroy’s recent address to the Central Legislature and the Muslim 
League Rarty’e attitude to H. E.*e pronouncement, he eaid : ’’During the last three 
years the policy of the League consistently had been to oppose the Finance Bill not 
becense we do not want to help In the prosecution of this war, not that we do 
not want to vote money for the defence of India but beeauee we have no confidence 
in the present Government. We are not ready and willing to place the resourcee of 
our country io the hnude of a Government which is not only irresponsible but 
irrespoueive.” 

Mr. Bhulahhai Decaf, leader of the Oongreae Party, said if the war was being 
fooghi for demoertey, the first dasideratom waa that represen tativea of the Indian 
people, who bad been elected on the widest franchise permitted under the 1035 Act, 
ehould form n national Government. It waa not a mere msjority Government that 
waa intended. It was a Government eompoaed of repreaentativei of every olement 
in the Hones. It was not even reodred uat the oonetitniion of the Goveragseut 
of India ahould be changed. Ilie Oongreae was quits pxaparad to plaea its eerrieea 
at the diepoial— not of UMG, but at the disposal of the country that the caiiaa 
may be fought with clean bnnda nnd atout Jiaart. Ha bad avary daeire that India 
alumid ba defendad. But ha waa opposl^ thaFInanoa Bill baeansa ha did not 
wnnt to teka the naponaibility of fligling tka mooay without tha priviiega or 
respoBsIbility of epandlng it If Govaramant eoniinncd to oust paopla'a repreianta- 
tlvis from handling thafi own nibim, that oould not expaet their lapreseotatlvei 
to bn tiMir agents and eervnate in finding money or raeoufeea. *It la for haltoi 
Umtwa dioold find tha than thityon ahould ha abla to axtort It, whlah In 

lioi, mU ths npnHBUUifw c( tha two gnat pmaahM aa tha oeeaiiOB atitfioira 
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«lgt lfllOB :-Th« AmtMf 4k n mmiBf Mo-flfldil tiillf t94n nd 
Ti)«Bl 0 d iddml difMoi Mr. M. A. Kam?$Wt%» the eheHtto el MfpImL 
feHr Zia*ud^lHn Ahned mffed lefiMBee to e edeet eomittee of lib Ml fo 
Moend fiM Afffffttli Moilim Ueirerdty Aet eo m to pww ^ diet Ike Oditiel 
Ooferoaii>nt niidit oii the recomaieBdelioB ef e proftiiciel Oofemieot or the 
Gofemmcot of eo Indian 8tete ellov etadcnte of e eefaool in the! profioee or 
0bte t«> eppeer in die High Sdiool exemlnetioii cl the AJigerh Hnifcieitj. Me. 
J. D. iWm, i^nontiiHi deeretery. nutting drenlcttbo ef the oM dll July 81, IftM, 
referred to e nnmher of pointe whidi wonld eriae out of o bill of thie kiad on 
whiob the opinion of the prorinece thoold he token. Sa Zia^md^Dim^ eerepdng die 
notion for dreuietioo, dedered thet tho UnivenlQ free not enakme to koto 
eothorlty lor inepeetion. The Hoiiee pneeed the motion lor ohonletion. 

The Aieenbly next pemied Mr. Abdul OhanCa bill to eaeend the Delhi Hnelim 
Wekfe Aet. A number of bUle were intcodueed by Mr. Kaami, Mr. Nairung end 
Mr. Kriahnamaehari, 


Ihoouo-Tax AuBaro. Bna* 


Sid. APRIL :^Tbe Aeeembly todey eoncinded the debeta on the Ineoma-tex 
Amendment Bill end peesed it. Daring the final reading, the Floence Member 
eeid that the Houee wee right in eupporting Goternment in rceietiiig amendmenta whieh 
were eeleulated to relax the rigour of the proyieioni neeeeaary to deal with those 
*wbn did not play the game in the matter of paying taxee.** Sir Hanry Bichardaon 
thanked the Finance Member for giving the asaurance that adminiatrative inatrac- 
tiona would be ieaurd to give due contideration to caeee of genuine bardebip. and 
the other aeetirance that the *pay ae-you-earn’* scheme was temporary and would be 
retained only so long as it wss necessary in the eountry’e interests. Ihe Finsnee 
Member’s severe criticism of the European Group’s sttitnda towards the advance 
payment system wss unfair to a Droup which had consistently supported Govern* 
ment’a nar taxation measures. The Bill was passed. 

CODtFlOATIOX OF HiNOU MaKRIAOB LAW 
The House passed without division the Law Member’s motion that the Bill to 
codify the Hindu Law relating lo marriage be referred to a ioint committee of both 
Houses. Mr. Bajoria'a amendment, moved at an earlier sitting that the Bill be 
cinulated to elicit public opiniou, waa lost without division. In today’s debate, Mr. 
Ananga Mohan Dam supportfd the motion but opposed certain provisions of the 
Bill, psrticuisily those relating to the introductiou of monogamy and permitting 
*8sgotra*’ msrrisge. .Monogamy, he aaid. was an unsocial institution, and Hindu 
society would commit race suicide if it adopted it as part of its law. Bhai 
Parmanand, opposing the Bill, declared that all reforms must be preceded by 
agitation by the people in general. In the present case, whatever agitation there 
badl>een, it was confined to one particular section. Mr. Bamratan Gupta, expressed 
sympathy with the object of the Bill but thought that this was hardly the tims Cor 
bringing such fsr-reschiiig and controversial measures before the Honae. Many 
Hindu members were not present, and be doubted if the House was competent 
to discuss these vital social reforms. If the Bill went into select committee, he 
hoped it would be composed solely of Hindus end that Government would allow 
their members to vote as they liked. The Law Member, Sir Aaoka Bog, raplyiog, 
expressed gretificetion at the support which speakers generally had given to his 
motion. He had anticipated opposition from Mr. Bsjoria, otalwart wmpion of 
Hindu orthodoxy as be was, but the only difference In regard to the motion, was 
that while Mr. Bsjoria wanted circulation before commitment to the select eommittee, 
Government intended to move circulation after the Bill had emerged from the 
eommittee. As regards the remarks made by other speakers, so far as they dealt 
with details, the joint committee would eoDsidcr them and make improvement 
where necessary. Every effort would be made to see that no injustice wee done to 
the Hindu community. Government did not intend to take precipitate eetion. He 
appealed to the House lor assistance in codifying the Hindu Lew. Mr. BajorUPa 
amendment was rejected without a divition end the Law Member’a motion paieed. 

Afpbovinq U. N. B. B. a. Aobibiixrt 
4th. APRIL ;«*Tlie Assembly spent about four hours today diieuaring the Com- 
UMfS* Maiubsr^s motics !e apmve the D&ited Nations Bellei and BenihHiCetloii 
Admialetxatlon Agreement. Eleveii epeakeie from the Mnelim League, Nationalial 
and Independent pnrtiei nxpremed genecal nppiovnl of the Agnement with eerlnin 
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tho cooDlrj. Mr. BMiarjee nrfad that apfirmrUito arnuigmiioiitt 11101114 be i 
liUif end idiebilltotion of the people in Bengel. 

NnufokMada lAaqat AU Khan^ Depntj leader of the Mualim I^e^ue Pertj, 
•teted that Bengel bed evirered bucJi more then any country under enenj JoenpatioD. 
He did not see any rcaaon why such axeM abonld be depneed of relief which waa 
to be given in the name of humanity. Ac rcgarda Indla'a eontribntion, be waa 
glad to know that the Govern lueiit of India had not accepted the principle af one 
per cent of ^the national vincome. He urged the Commerce Member to give an 
aaaurance that no money would be provided from Indian revennea without the 
Aaaembly*a aanctiou. 

Winding up the debate, the Commerce Member, 6ir Atizul Hague anawered 
the criUciam that Government had not taken the Honre into confidence before 
aigning the agreement. He pointed out that there waa^no lime to do thia after the 
revlaed draft waa received by Government but be emphaaiaed that the aigning of 
the agreement waa aubject to ratification by the legialatnre. Had India not aigned 
the agreement, be atated, ahe would have beiu sinirlrd out from among the 44 
nationa and it would be aaid that ehe had not accepted the principle of international 
relief. On the queaiion of con tribu lion, Uie Commence Member aaid India had from 
the very begin ning ukeii up the attitude that her cohmbntion muat be on the baaia 
of bar capacity to pay, having regard to the economic diaireae prevailing in many 
parts of the country. It was mainly with reference tc India, he t>ointed but, that 
the erlierioo of one percent of a countr>*a national iin^ome bad been amended. The 
Oommerce Member giving hia own [^raonal gueae aaid he eetimatkl India's contribu- 
tion on the baaie of her capacity at Ka. 8 to Be. 10 crorea. ft was, however, 
purely hia own personal estimate and tlie House woiHd have the fullest opportunity 
to decide as to what ahotild be India’s contribution, se to whether she should pay 
in foreign credits or supplies, be would consult the trade and con merctal iotereet 
on the aubject. Government had, he added, taken up the question of the interests 
of Indians in occupied territories and were collecting data whu-h would be occesaary 
for purpoaes of relief. The Commerce Member regretted ht. could not accept Mr. 
Kriaouamaehari’a amendment ai it waa ini practicable but he, would be prepared to 
consider the suggestion that India should have a nou-oifi6'tl representative when 
qocations of high policy were disensfed. Mr. Mairang’t amendment was in the 
nature of a recomracnaalion to the U. N. R. R. A. and if the Eotife th^ed-to 
vote for it, he would not object. 

The House rejectvd Mr. Krishnamachari'a amendment and paai^ Mr. Ghulam 
Bbik Bairaug's amendment. Ibe resolution as amended was then pdaaed. 

Codification of Hindu Law of Mabkiagb 

Earlier, the House elected the following members to serve on the Joint 
Committee to cooiiitkr and rciHirt on the Bill to codify the Hindu fkw relating 
to 

Mesars. Lalcfaand Navalrai. Govind lieshmukh, Raijnath Bsjoria, Lakshroikanta 
Mallra, Btlkania Has, Ansiignmobau Dam, Ghulam Bhik Nairang, Mrs. Renuka 
Bay and ISir Ashok Roy, Law Member. 

Aftev passing the motion on, U. N. R. R. A., the Assembly adjourned for lunefa 
and met again at 4 Thm. when the President onuounetd that the Governor-General 
had diiallowed Mr. Hauman’i adjonrumeot motion regarding alleged misbehaviour of 
Icoops near Jamthidpur on the ground that It eonld not & dlrcusaed without 
detriment to public iatercet, (cries of shame.) 

The motion bad been permitted to atand over till to-day and the Chair had 
fiaad 4 p.m. te dehate oo it. The Assembly at this atage aojoumed 'sine a$e,* 


The Bengal Legislative Assembly 

Opeaiiif D«]r— GJeutta—tlie lat Febmarjr 1944 

MnimBT's Food Fouct 

A feelina reference to the death of Bir John Herbert, lately Ooremor of 
Bengal w«s iiisde by ibe Speaker. Hr. 5tfsd Nauaher Ati, when the Boigal 
Legislative Assembly met for its budget session in Calcntta on the 1st Febiwary 
lt44. He said that Sir John Herbert's death in India under very esoeptionai 
circumstsnoes would be a memorable event ^ 

Dr. Nulinaksha Sanyal, Oltief Whip of the Official Congress Party, moved an 
adjourn metii motion to discuss *the distiesa and panic prevailing in many parts of 
Bengal due to c<>n tinned rise in prices of rice and paddy from the beginning of 
December last following the announcement of the Bengal Ooveinment'a *amsn* pur* 
chase scheme baaed upon the spimintment of a limited number of big 
i'ait'Utta n crcbniits na their chief agents for procuration.” Olij^'cting to the motion 
Mr. H*. 8, Suhrtiwnrdy, Miiiiater for Civil Suppliea. said that tha whole basis of 
tbe motion was wrong as there was neither anv panic nor any rise in the prices 
ihronghout Bengal. **A8 a matter of fad, he continiifd, **aDy body who ie in 
touch with the market will know that there is a fall in tiie price in mauy parti of 
Bengal ( 'Question, qnestion” from the Optioaition lx nches). 1'here is also no 
question of any panic except that attempts are being made by certain peraons to 
I uginuer such panic. There is, however, a lar|^ aedion of pt*opte wito cannot ailbrd 
to buy at these prices, but that is entirely a different matter.” 

Half a dozen speakers from the Opposition benches and only one from Govern* 
ment side, apoke on the motion. Tbe Oppoeiiion B|>enk<ra mainiaiued that prices 
of rice and paddy were low at the iiegintiing of the aeaaon, but as soon as 
Oovernment'a 'amsn* procurement scheme was sDnoiinced and sub*sgents of 
Government agents began to operate in the market, prices began suddenly to rise. 
Dr. 8. P. iiookerjee said that it was a matter of deqi> regret and anxiety that in spite 
of tbe aesistsiice which had bc«n offered by the Government of India and the bum* 
per winter crop with which nature bad blessed this province, there were no clear 
indiosiioDS that the province had really turned the corner. Cine ot tbe factors for 
tbe rlM in prices of foodmins, he ranarked, was ' bankruptcy of Government 
policy and inefficiency of its adrolnistratiion.” Beplying to the oebaie, Mr. H, A. 
8uhrawardy said that the situation was indeed very difficult and rcquirid tbe oo* 
operation of all parties and of all persona of good*will. Instead, be found that a 
deliberate attempt was being made by certain persons and parties to craate panic in 
tbe minds of the people. He declared tiiot in many places tbe prices of rice and 
paddy had fallen and in many other places these were falling, due to Government 
measures. He was prepared to admit that there were places in which prices had 
risen and were rising. Hu explained (hat until there were srraii(;emeDts for better 
distribution and more trans^iort facilities were available lo them, it was quite dear 
that it would take some time before food grains could be moved from the surplus 
10 the deficit areas. Mr. Biihrawsrdy defended the appointment of Government 
agents instead of utilising t)>e services of local traders. He hoped that if Govern- 
ment was allowed to go on with its f}olicy without any interference from any 
political party, the prices must fall. He did not wish to see them fall to an un- 
seemly level. They had to see that tbe prices fell to a level which was not unfair 
to the producer or the consumer. 

The adjournment motion was talked out and tbe House adjourned. 

Bales Tax Amenp. Bill 

2nd. FEBRUARY Doubling of the present rate of sales tax of 3 pies in the 
rupee and exemption of 'poor men's cloth,' such as dholies, lungis and sarces. 
whether handloom woven or mill-made upto a cerlsiii price limit, to be fixed by 
the Provincial Govcrnmtnt, were proposed in the Bengal Finance (Bales Tax) 
Amendment Bill introduced to-day. Moving consideration of the Bill, Mr. T, C. 
OoMwami, Finance Minister, recalled that tbe current year's budget estimates 
showed a deficit of Rs. 7.:]7,00,0(X.\ llie deficit, however, was likely to be consider- 
ably larger. Hence the need for raising additionsl revenue. The proposed increas^ 
taxation, he was satisfied, would no* impose any hardship on the people. The 
Opposition tabled several motions urging circulation of the Bill for eliciting public 
opinion. Their point of view was lost the measure was "ill-timed” and would prove 


* For list of Members See 1043 Vol. 1. 
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A Vnithing barden** on the people of the proTinee in fte prepent ecotioinic condition. 
The difcuiflione htd not ooneluoed when the Uouie ndjonrned till the nt-zt dAV, the 
M. FebiwHiy, when by 90 to 63 Totei, An Opposition motion, nrfcing the circulAtion 
of tlio Bill WAI lost. Bpetking on the motion, iJr. 8. P, Hooker jee referred to the 
CAtAAtrophic fAmine condition *ihrou|{h which the prorince bed pAssed And esid thAt 
Gofernment would be eAriiing the curie of the people if they imposed euy further 
burden on them it the present time. Be pleided for epproAching the Gentril 
Goeernment (pr finsnciAl AssistAnce. Replying to the debite, toe Finence Minister, 
Mr. T. C. Ooawami, seid thet the Bengel Government hod elreedy epprOAched the 
Oentril Government for finAOciil ASsistAnce. The whole metter was At present in 
A stnte of negoiiitiou, end he was, therefore, not in n position to state whst messure 
of sSfistAnce they were likely to receive from the Centre. He however Assured the 
House that the Cenirsl Government were convinced upto a point of the iuetihshi- 
lity of the Bengsl Government*! clsim for finsnciAl Assistance. 'J'he Bill as brought 
forward was passed by the House on the 7th. February by 97 to 54 votes. 

Slaughter of CATTi.E for Army 

4th. FEBRUARY : — ^The question of slaughter of csitle to meet the requirements 
of the army whs raised in a non-official resolution to-day. After discussion, tlie 
following agicid rfsnlution, as moved by a member ot the tipposiiiun and as 
amended by »i member of the Government Party, was passed iiiianiniously : 

'*ThiB Ashembly is ot the oplntoii that in view of the impoitanee of cattle for 
all auricultiiral i)iirj>oei's niid of niilch cows for hraltli, siid in vi«‘w of rapid 
decimation of chUIc due to indi'^crlmiiiHte slaughter for abnormal foi'.d supply for 
military piirpOHi a. a re| resents t ion be n»ad«‘ by the (Government of liei L*nl to the 
Governmeiit of India to stop the pitrchase of cattle in Bengal tor the iniiiiary.*' 

Mr. n. N. Srn (()pfiosl:iiiii), who moved the resolution. i« called that the 
Goveriim<iit of India Jiad issind orders that no milch or }>rcphant cows and bul- 
locks under 10 years of age should be slaugiitered and instriiciions h^d also been 
iBAiied to pass no animal which carnc under the protected category v.i cn piCM’nud 
At the military shtughter hrnise. But tiicse checks, aci'oiduig to the speaker, were 
not anccessfui in tiieir ol'j»cts, imd the siiuatioii had not impro\ed. Mr. ben sug- 
geated that to meet the riqiiirrmciils of the dclence services meat should he im- 
ported from other Allied c'lniitiies and piopcr clunks should be insiitiiicd to regn- 
lAte the slaiuthtcr of cattle. Mr. ff'. K, Shpwith (Kuropriiii Group) said tl>Bi in 
case it was found ttint thcie was a shortage of sii]>ply, meat should be rnti< tud 
and the Civil Supplies Minisler iinist also examine the fiossihiliry of ohtHining 
supplies of froz' ii meat, from overseas. Intervening in the dclnit«’. thi; Cldct Minis- 
ter, tSir /ns /(//a tohl the Hoime that even before the (lovci nnent. received 
notice of this resuiiition they had taken up the qiu'btion vilh ijie local military 
authorities and he bud received a letter from Major-GtnerHl Stuart who had for- 
warded A brief note on the aimy system of obtaining local fresh su))dicH without 
enatoachiiig on civil supplies. In forwarding the note, Msior-Generai btuart said : 
**We are doing our very utmost to lake the minimum amount of our nqiiirements 
from within the province. We appriciate, however, that one cannot he ut wi.r and 
have so many trcxii'B in s provirue wi<hoiit afTccting the norma) i vriy dsy life of 
the civilians. 1 think the situation rigarding meat, eggs nnd milk is a univtTsal 
one all over India. But you ran sec fnim the note that vr are endctivoiiring to 
be aeir-rontainrd and dependent on our own resources to the gTcalest possible 
ezteut.*' The Assembly at this stage adjourned. 

Ar.iUCUI.TDRAi. InCOME-TaX BiLL 

lOtb. FEBRUARY The Bengal Agricultural Income Taz Bill, reported by the 
select committee, was pia<'ed for consideration to-day by Mr. T, C, Ooswami, 
Finaiicy Minister. For the first time agriculiiiral income was sought to be tazed 
in Beugal by this messure, the taxable miniiiiiim being an Annual income of 
Be. 6,500. Mr. S, N, Bituraa (Bose Group in opiKisitioii) moved an amendment 
urging the recommittal of the Bill to the Belect Committee with the direction that 
the prooaeds of this taxation should be ear-marked for the benefit of the agi icultur- 
iitt And that the measure should be a teinig>rary one. The discussion was adjourned 
till the l4th. February when by 92 to 54 votes, the Assembly rejected an 
Amandment moved on behalf of the Bose Party in opi^osition urging for the 
leeommittal of the Bill to the same Select Committee. The Government's motion 
lor taking the Bill into consideration clause by clause was then passed without a 
division. During the discussion on the Bill clause by clause, the Fiuauce Minister, 
Mr. T. C. GoAiM-ami, iodicated that the Govern men Pa inteutiou was to bring the 
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FldTitiont of tlie Kill into of^rotion from Uw tkeKinnini? of thn next AimiifiiAl mr. 
fkii the next day. the 15th; Fobramry. during the eei'ond reading of the Rill the 
Enropeoji Oroiip votecl witli the Oppoeition on an emetidmeiit uovta by the Utter, 
'rbe amendment, which was Icwt by 74 to 6S rotes. to briiitt the Hill into 

line with the Inciinn Iiicoiiic-Thx Act by exclutliiifc apnenltural Income of a casual 
and non -reciirr inti; nature from the Hco|.)e of the Hill. In another division on an 
OpiKititioii amendment to the Bill, when the Kiiro|iean group remained neutral, the 
tfovernment won by a majority of i:i votes while in two other divisions, Goveru- 
ment majority was .'jO, European grtiup voting with them. 

Fooii Pbicrb in Bbnoai. 

1 Ith. FEBRUARY The fixation of minimum prices of rice, ftadriy and jnte 
ill parity with the prices of other comniodities waa urged in a non-odicial reaolatioii 
tiiovid hy a in«*int><T nf the tSiirat Ho«e group. *lhe reaolutioii, which waa lust with- 
out a iliviHioii, tlcnianded that immediate steps should be taken by the Bengal 
tbiverimiciii in this rcsf^cct and the iViitral Cioveniment should lie moved in the 
mailer if iMTcsstniy. Keplyitig to the debate, Mr. //. 6*. Sn‘>rii!> nniy. Miiiihicr lor 
t'lvil h^ii{ | ii<a. huid ilist fuices bad fallen and were failing in (‘ertniii iireus. The 
position of thivernmeiit was tiny would k<ci> m shar}* hok-mit regarding prieea. 
(foveriinit lit conaidered that pricts at the present inoitH iii. in Bengal aa a whole, 
were ahnve the level at which the Minister would like to me it tall. He hoped that 
hy their piomirenient |M»lii‘y they would he able to lower prices still further. After 
f uivf riinici t had Imm-u able to move fu.idstuif!i from rhe ^ itpliia to ihc deficit areas, 
they Wi)ii!d rmi^ider it‘<^ question of starting cheap grain shopH where a Urj^e 
Mumlnr of 'ie. i lo vere iio.ddt; to buy even at h nduetd rate. He statrd timt 
(rovcrniTo nt wore s>iii pi«r<4iiing tticir relief messures and had kept gruel kitchens 
ooen ill c.M'tai!! nicas. lie apitealed^ to the mem bora of the House to use their 
iiiilucnro to induce the pfv p!o to tnkc hajtn. far as the question of fixsiioii of 
Liiiiiimiiiii prices oi rice mid paddy wsa coiicorned, he siiid that the Bengal (lovcrii- 
meut would have :o take the coix^cnt of the (ioveriimciit of India before taking 
any such step. The Minis'er u«*cn*ted the principle ot the rcHolution, hut he thought 
it was not a pracie al proi'osition ntov having regard tt> the pivHCht condition. The 
lesuluiion was put to vote and was lost without a division. 

nATioNiNO IN Calcutta 

Utb. FEBRUARY The ruled out an loljournment motion tabled by 

I»r. S* l\ \U$fth*TjK'r to-day to dis MiKs **t e aitiiatioii iirising nut of the defects in the 
working of the raiioni ig Hcheme fm Calcutta which has become manifest after its 
npcriUion for a foitnight. whi ii. if not forthwith removed, will seiiously enditrigrr 
the health of the pc.qdc.” Sii<sHing that the matter was of great importance. i>r, 
MiKikerjte pointed rot that the niHitiier in whirh ihc scheme had been sought to no 
worked out hml created a siiuation which thiRatonrd the life and health of tlio 
I fople of the ci^; . He remarked that in view ot the nature of the allcuaiions which 
iiad been made .n the siatemcnt api'ended to the motion and the ph>sical .demotis- 
t ration of which he proposed to place before the House, he boprd that the rooMOo 
would be alloweil. Pieaeiiting before the Honte sonie packages ot roodstiifl'a, Hr. 
Mookerjtc reroaikid : •’'Mitre are lo»a of insecta in them.^’ <it j»cting to have being 
granted for the motion, Mr. Fazlur Hah man, Chief Whip of the fiovernmint Pariy, 
Said that the matter was neither urgent nor of rrrenr oi currmce. He matnisined 
that the nature of defects as alleged by Dr. Mookirjce had not bten iridicAted, nor 
had it bvcn shown how it afleeted the life and hrallh of the people. It waa batid 
I nW op a prcanmptioii. 

The t hatr tlitri ruled the motion out of order without assiguing any reason. 

Govt. Calloohnbss to i<tobm Victims 

An (b^poai'ion motion, whi^di aonght to discuss the ’Vailoioncss and indifirreiiee 
atioWB.by the nutboritiea ni not atteuding to rbc victims of g aiorm. which was the 
rsiise of aiiikin.: td the atesmabip •Rudra’ operating i u tiie Hnlaphai^Hagerhat line 
and many (■oitotry boats in th? river Kacha in the disirlct of Barissl.fii eitpnreaaing 
the news for 11 days so Uiat relatives snd the sympsthetic public louicl not do 
ibek little bit in this matter, and in ordering the ho tting of only an < fTieisI enquiiy 
at a filaee far reniowd from the place of occiirience'’ waa sl») ruled out of order. 
Mr. .V^arat Bose s Rki.ea8r 

IfitB. FEBRUARY : -'Tbe Govemmeet of Bengal had otfi ially no lovus standi 
in the matter of release, or transfer to Bengal, of Mr. Surat rhatidm said 

to Chief Minieier. i^ir .V^r^a Mddfn.'rcpijing to a question in the Assi'mbly to^dsy. 
Atod if to Chief 31inistcr wae aware that the allowance given to Mr. BoeeT 
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hmilf w§§ hiidtoiiftia uid Hmt 11 did not eoftf «?» bit inmiriiiee f>ieBiti]in« Fir 
Ntsiniiddiii Mid : bate got tome offieitl knowledge on the Bub]eet. But tl.f 

mtller It now under eorretpondence with the Government of Indie end I em not 
n^ed to diecloee thei.** 

Aiked whether the Government of Bengel or the Miniiitere lied epproeebrd 
the Oovcmment of Indie for Mr. Bon'e releete. the Chief Minie.er Mid tbet oflicieliy 
the Government of Bengel hed got no loettg standi nor the Minietere et eueh. But 
in tbeir iedividutl cepeeit^, they might heve teken certein eiepe regerding the 
metier. 8lr Nesimnddin deni^ knowledged of the meteriele on which the Govern- 
ment of Indie bed teken ectlon in the cmie of Mr. tBoee. 

After queetion-time, when the AgricuUnrel Income tez Bill ceme up fur 
eonelderetion. the MlniBter-in-chBTge of the £ill« Mr. T. C. Goswami, Bought poBt- 

K ement of coneideretion of the Bill on the nest dey, bb Government wen ted 
I to epply their mind to the. Urge numlier of emeudmentB. which hed been tebled 
by mcmberB in connection with the Bill, llie Houbc then edjourned. 


Burhino or Housbb at Midvapob 

tSth. FBBRUART One hundred end nlnety^iive Congest cempe end bouBCB 
end 81 houscB. etc., belonging to Government, public bodies snd privste individuels 
were burnt by Government forces end Congress respectiTely during the Isst five 
months of 1042, in the sub-divisions of Tsmiuk snd Contsi (Midiispore district), 
not'Ording to s sCstement msde by the Chief Minister, (Sir Nazimuddin during 
queetion-time in the Assembly to-dey. 

Of these esses of iiicendisrism, sll bnt 29 occurred, he stated, before the 
cyclone which passed over the diMlrict shont the end of 1042. 

The Chief Minister added that, in addition to these, villagers burnt three 
Congress camps snd bouKS in the district. 

Asked whst was the authority of the Chief Minister for saying that bouses 
were burnt by the Congress, Fir hlszimuddin seid that it was the report of the 
loeel officers. 

Replying to s supplementary question, whether *'iB view of the widespread 
ioeendisrmffl comiiiitted by Government’s forces. Government was prepared to 
enquire into the matter,^ the Chief Minister said that he felt thet it was the duty 
of the Government 4 heti in power to have dealt with this question. A Government 
tbet oeme into office after an interval of 18 months could not go sod look into this 
question. 

Asked whet were the objects in burning bouses of Congressmen and Congress 
offices by Government forces, the Chief Minister Mid tbet, as far as be could find 
ont« it appeared that action in each case was teken in restoring Uw snd order. 

Asked whether the 'repression scheme* was still continuing in Midnepore dis- 
trict, Sir Kezirouddin Mid that his report from Tsmiuk ares was rather bad. 1 here 
had been eases of kidnapping snd resliMtion of “fines” from those supporting 
"Government forces. Kecently in a case, a “fine” of Rs. 500 was realised from one 
person by some unknown mrsons. 

The Chief Minister added that he bad also received a representation that cer- 
tein oppressions were committed by the police. He had called for report, sndv 
proposed to take action if it was found that there wm any truth in it. ”On the 
other hand, 1 would like to take this opportunity to bring to the notice of mem- 
bers of the House, that parts of Tsmiuk ares sr4 still very bad snd there is every 
reason to believe tbet persons who are being kidnapped snd inurderfd there, bdong 
both to the Hindu snd Muslim communities, and are those who have supported 
the forces ^f Government.” he said. 

Answering the question whether the present Gorernment were considering the 
desirability of rehabilitating the destitute persons who had beeit thrown out of their 
homes sod belongings as a result of incendiarism snd arson committed by Govern- 
ment forces. Fir Nazimuddin said that they had got no other policy of rehabilita- 
tion apart from the policy adopted by the Revenue Department as relief measures. 


Financial Statement for 1944-45 

The Bengal Budget estimates for 1944-45, introduced next, showed a defecit 
of Rs. 846 Iskbs. The revenue is estimated at Rs. 2.197 lakhs and the expenditure 
St Rs, 3,043 Ukhs. The corresponding figures for 1943-44 are revenne Rs. 2,134 
lakhs, ez|>fnditure Ks. 3,254 lakhs and deficit Rs. I,120']skh8, 

The year 1944-45 will close with a negative balance of Rh. 1.C6.5 lakhs. Ex- 
plaining why the closing balance was shown “unashamedly aa a minus one*' snd 
he hsd sdopUm the onpiecedented course of presenting a budget in which no steps 
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ijA bean Ukm to molct good the espooled dopMon of ihiit bolanoeb tht fiaomo 
Minuter, Mr. T, C, Gonoamit ■aid that in Nofamber laat the GoTernment of 
Bengal addres^ the Government of India and asked for a enbvention, 8o far 
no reply had been received from the Government of India, but he was hopefnl 
that aaaiataiice would be forthcoming. **Jn seeking ftnanoial aisietanea from the 
Centre in our present difficulties. 1 do not eoneider it la charity for which we are 
asking*’ said the Finance Minister. **11ie financial eettlement that govemi tte 
allocation of revenue between the Centre and the Provinces waa designed for 
normal times and in the circumstances of to»day it would be as inequitable aa 
it nould be imprsirticable to eug^^est that Bengal must work out Its own aalvatlon 
within the limits of the Nieifieyer Award. 

The Finance Minister added that he had come to believe in the motto 'Heaven 
lielpe those who help themselvee* and in the two years 1943-44 and 1944*45 he 
ho|)ed to raise ten crores more levenue than was raised in the two preceding 
yean*, apart altogether from larger receipta under income-tax. He hoped, theiefore, 
that it would be agreed that "we have bestirred ourselves to good piirpose«” At the 
same time he did nut wish to convey the impression that ^we have exhausted our 
own rcBOurfee or tliat I shall not be called upon to make futher demands on the 
taxpayer before the end of the year." 


Cosr Of Fauinb Relief Operations 

No event in receut years had ao stirred the public oousolenee aa the Bengal 
famine, and it waa no hyiurbole to say that the history of the province during 
the two years 1943-44 and 1944-43 waa the ule of that famine and the measurea 
taken to combat if. to deal with its aftermath and to prevent a recurrence. The 
revised estimate of the coat of famine relief operaliona in the current financial 
year was Ka. 565 lakhs. The Finance Minister said that the people would aver 
remember the deep sympathy and uiideratanding that prompted the Viceroy, 
liOrd Wavfll’s visit. His decision to put the Army on the job was an outstanding 
decision, realistic and states man like. The assistance given by the Army broo^t 
about an immediate improvement in the famine situation and when epidemics, the 
inevitable aftermath of fsmiac, made their appearance, the Army again cama to 
the rescue. 


Famine relief expenditure in 1944*45 was estimated at Rs. 261 lakhs. *'Ws 
arc hoping that with auatained improvement in the economic situation it will bo 
poatiblc to effect considerable reduction in expenditure on test works and gratuitous 
relief’, aard the Finance Minister. **The budget accordingly provides for half a 
crore under test works and a crore under gratuitous relief. Bnecial medical ope- 
rations will however have to be continued for a good part of the coming year, and 
the estimate on this account has been put at Ks. 62 lakhs.” 

The cost of the Civil Hiippliea l^epartnient was oue crore of rn|>ees in 1948-44 
and Ra. 148 lakba in 1944-45. These figures did not include the loss on the l>e- 
partment’s trading which had been placed at Rs. 34 crorct and Re. 5 erofsa 
respectively. 

No separate provblou bad been ineliidrd in the estimate for rehabilitation of 
the people ruined as a result of the famine but it was certain that large snma 
would be required for the purpose. This was the great problem before them, the 
after-famine problem, said the Finance Blinister. Short-term acbemes had aeUvely 
been taken in hand and would be dovetailed into long-term projects, involving 
legislation and large financial outlays which aimed at the permanent gknelioratioii 
of the condition of the people. ... . 

The Finance Minister said that the total capital outlay involved in toe enrrent 
year in the large-scale trading trausActiona by the Oovernment ^ to promote heal- 
thier marketing conditions in respect of certain commodities, principally foodgiaia^ 
waa Ra. 76 erorea. of which Rs. 41 crores was derived from the safe proceeds and 
lepreaented turnover of stocks. The loss involved in these tranMcilont bad been 
placed at Ra. 34 erorea. For 1944-45 a total outlay of Rs. 81 erorea and a loat of 
Rs. 5 erorea were eatimatad. 


Abbahoements to Raise Funds 


Indicating the means by which the funds for outgoiDgs so gmt>y in exocw 
of revenue reoSpia had been obtsiaed, the Finance Minister aaid in the eavly 
months of the current year they relied mainly on the Oeptrai Government lmr 
the neceasaiy acoomaaodation and between June and October laettbef 
and advances totalling^Ra. 12 creres. Uter, the Govenment of India todioafad 
that they desired the Rovinoial Govarnment to make their own arrmiBimeeta to 

83 
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niM fundi In the open mirket or through norniAl trade chinneli. Arrangementi 
were, therefore, mide with the imperiel Beiik of lodii for the opening of oiih 
credit eccouiiti for the fiiiiiiciiig of rarioui trading o|>erAtioni, For the caih 
procurement echeme, a eaah credit attcount with a limit of Ra. 8 crorea repayable 
not later than Decemi>er ill, lUtd, waa arranged. The total amount drawn agaioat 
thia account was Kb. 221 lakhe and the account waa repaid in full on December 81, 
1943. For the '^amaii** proiMiremcnt arheme and other cognate achemea they had 
arranged a caah credit account with a limit of Ra. 25 crorea, repayable not later than 
Dmmber 3>, 1944. 

A apecial provittion of Ra. 5U lakha had been made for the Grow More Food 
campaign in 1944-45, aaiil the Finance Miiiiater. The proviaion in the current year 
waa Ka. Ti5 lakha. 'J'he rcAHun why the allotment in the coming year waa ao much 
amaller waa that the ainewa for aeveral of next yeai'a achemea would be purchaaed 
during the current year. 

The reTiaed eatimatc for the current year under '^Public Health*' waa placed 
at Ra. 82 lakha a^ainat Ha. lakha in 1042-43. The “h^uipmenta" for the next 
year were placed at Ra. 61 lakha. In the two yeara the iticreaae in public health 
expenditure over the normal of Ra. 36 lakha amounted to Ra. 75 lakha. 

Nearly eleven crorea ol nipeea have been apent in one form or other hy the 
Bengal Government on the relief of diatreaa connected with the famine in Bengal. 
This includea Ha. 350 lakha on pratuitoiia relief. Ka. 125 lakha on teat relief, 
Ha. 53 lakha on emergency medical relief, Ka. 46 lakha being exceaa expenditure under 
Public Health, Ra. 350 lakha being loaa aiiatained due to sale of foodatuffa to the 
public below coat, or the deliberate depreciation of the vali>e of Government atocka, 
Ha. 54.8 lakha on larger expciidirnre for the Grow More Food achemea; and Ra. 
^.81 lakha on deariieHs allowance to low-paid employeea. 

ilENtMii's Share Of Ihoomb-Tax. 

Mr. T. G Goawami, Finance Minister, in presenting the budget estimates, 
added the followini^T to his printed budget statement : 

"Since this atatement was according to cuatom sent to the Press, I have rece- 
ived intimation from the Government of India that our share of the income-tax 
pool, both thia year and next year, is likely to be a crore and ten lakha more than 
waa expected when the budget waa framed. Thia extra recipt will reduce our 
revenue deficit to 10 crorea, 18 lakha this year and 7 crorea. 36 lakha in 1944-45”. 
The Asaembly at thia stage adjourned. 

Death of Mbb. Gandhi Condoled 

24th. FEBRUARY :-**‘bbe represented the best land noblest in Indian woman- 
hood-quiet and unassuming and yet resolute and devoted to her duty”, observed 
the Deputy Speaker, Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, making a reference 
to the death of Mra. Gandhi in the House this afternoon. Mr. Hashemy 
who presided in the absence of the S|)eaker, added : "She avoided the limelight, 
but never shirked reaponsibilUy and devoted her life whole-heartedly to the service 
of her country. In spite of many-sided activities, ahe was a good bouae-wife. Many 
feel that due to her personal attention, her illuatrioue husband was able to achieve 
Bttcceae in hia fields of activity. By her death, India baa auatained an irreparable 
loae.” The Aasembly decided to send a meaeage of condolence to Mi^atma 
Gandhi, and adjourned for half an hour as a mark ot reepeck to the memory of 
the deceased. 

General Discussion of Budqbt 

25th. to 28th. FEBRUARY The need for the formation of an all-partiea 
Government^in Bengal waa atresaed by some speakers during the general diaeusaioo 
of the Budget on the 28th. evening. Mr. Oiatuddin Ahmed (Eriahak rrcqa) expressed the 
view that only an all parties' Government could hope to solve, to a certain extent, 
the problems with which Bengal was faced to-day. The present Governor bed 
etarted diacusaion with the oppoaicion party leaders. Hia past records showed that 
Mr. Casey was a realist and perhaps he hid realised, the speaker added, that the 
problems with which the province was faced to-day eonld only be enoeesefnlly 




the formation of an all partiee Government with a non-eommnnal leader at ite 
head. Hia other enggeetion wee that Section 93 should be brought into opernKen 
end the Governor dkould adminieter the affaire of the province with the help of an 
Advisory Board which ihonld iaelude repreaentativea of ell parties. The Hfaae 
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did Dol believe io the deserten from the Congrees or from the Ufuilim Leiinie ; the 
country did not miit them ; they were not n dieciplined body. Let the ottieial 
Congress come forward and let there be a aetUement between llindue and Muslims 
and if in their wisdom they thought that there should be a National Gorernment, 
let there be such a Gorernment. The present GoTamor of Bengal had already 
held diacussions with certain t»eraona. Mr. Ali would like to warn His Excellency 
that these i>eopte did not enjoy the confidence of the people of the province. The 
AMeinbly Adjourned till Monday, <4As tsth, February, when the general discuMsion on 
the budget eoncludtd. Leaden of different partiea in the Houae participated in 
to-day^N il. bate whi* h continued for nearly aix hours. 'I'he proceedings were lively 
and full of iiifidentB. Mr. A, K, Fazlul Huq, leader of the Opposition, rising to 
wind up the diniMisfiioii on ^alf of the Opposition, sought the perniisHitui of 
the Chair to allow one of the members of his party to read out his speech iu view 
of the prcaeiu state of his health. 

I'oijititi;^ out that there was no precedent for allowing sucli a procedure, the 
Deputy Speaker, Mr. Sayed Jalaluddin Hazhemy,^ who was iu the chair, httwiver. 
allowed Mr. Huq to read out his speech, without rising in his chair. After Mr. Jh: i 
had read out a portion of hia speech, one of the Opposition members stated tliiii 
Mr. Iluq's strength was failing and some menibei should be allowed to rend out 
his Hpeet li. From the Government side the Chief Whip, Mr. Fazlul Rahnniv took 
objection to such a procedure being adopted as he thought it would create a bad 
precedent. 

The ('hiiir, after pointing out that the rules did not debar or allow such a 
proceoiiro, in exercise of the preroiiuHve vested in him allowed one of the Opposition 
niemhera to read out Mr. Huq'a sjicech. 

Mr. Uuq, however, said at this stage that although he was old and iu week health, 
he did notai^kfor any privilege and he would himself read out his sfiefch. After 5!r. 
Ifnq had ronclndcd his long siicecli nnd before the Finance Minister rose to wind 
up the diSiMisaion on b'half of tin* Ooveriimeni, Dr. NnlinaHhya Sanyal {Offiuial Oon- 
gn^Ms) said that he had been directed to say on behalf of the Opiiositiou parties 
that in view of the discourtesy shown to the lieader of the Opjiosiiion they would 
take no further part in the day’s proceedings. 

As the <.)f>position parties were withdrawing from the Obamber, the Chair 
rcniAikcd tiiat courtfisy demanded that they remaiued In the House. The Om>o- 
Hition parties tlnui retired from the House and the Finance Minister iu a short 
H] ee<'h wound up the dUcusHioii on behalf of the Government before empty Opposition 
bimches. 

In ilia speech, Mr. Htiq said that the bankruptcy vf the Bengal Government 
as disclosed in the present hudgtM. was appalliug and staggering, tteferriog to the 
luesent Ministry he said tltat here the Ministers were not reaponaible to the legis 
liiiure at all, but were reH;«>ii.*>ibl< *0 Mr. Jiiiiiaii as the head of tlie Mnalim Ijeagiic. 
In others words tlie Minii-ters were working ihe machine of provincial autonomy 
not in accordance with the wishes of the j>eople of even tlie guidance of the Gover- 
nor. hut ac^-ordiui: to the dictaies of a dieiHtor utterly ignorant of the real ffclings 
of the pi<n?ile. I he Muslim L*'igue Ministers had refused to co-0()erite with the Miis- 

w>iu v.eic no! in the i.esgue and hence the idea of a National (fovernrocnl 
•• luld not li» Ciirried out. He thought that by their irresponsible policy and nrk- 
lesN cxtraviigHncc the Ministry hud brought abmt one of the moat dcvasiaiing 
famines unknown in history. 

On behalf of the EuiopcHn group its leader, Mr. D Hendry said that no 
Ministry in Bnigul had to take oflicc at a more criticsl t*mc nor to face more 
ditlicult probh ms and hcavur reM|iOii8ibiIi(i<‘H than tbejircsent Ministry. He Ibnuglit 
that the Ministers, iiidividuHlIy and colhc'.ivtly, lisd not shirkfd t)t*ir icsponsj* 
bilities. They had tackled ihcir very difla ult probhiuH with energy 100 ! Uetei - 
miiiation and bad worked well togetiicr as a team. Iheii actions hittirito eniittfd 
them, ill their opinion, to full supfKirt in the House. 

Ban on Statement on Fooi» Situation 

Snd. MARCH The banning by the Government of Bengal of the publication 
of a joint statement, iasued by the leaders of the parties in G|H»^»»*ition, was the siib- 
j®®t of an adjourn men t motion moved by Mr. K. S. Hay, leader of the BengHi 
Gongress ^Official) Parliamentary Party in the Bengal Legislative Aa«cml»ly, this 
eyeniAg. The motion was rejected by the llauae by 9R to votes, members of the 
Luropean group voting with the Governmeuf 'I’he motion in*Mr a/ui stated that 
the leaders* statemeut '"criticieed the obaervaitotts of rke FuuU i^ecreti ry of ihe 
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flommiit ol India on the food titnation in Bongali w fnHUMd ueontl; in tto 
looil Mvi*pip6n*’* 

A^og lot Igftfe of the Houma, Hr. Boy, in n rilori itotement, lud thnt 
It wat raported in the newapaperi in Calevttn on Febrnary 25 that tb« Food Saere- 
tary of the Go^arnment of India, Mr. B. Ba Hntebinn, made eertain obaarfationa 
on tba 22nd February at new Delhi, nn the food aitnation la Bongal in which 
among other thinga, be depraeatad all attampta at **taking Bengal into a aaeoad 
famine” and condemned defeatism. Hie leaders of the different parties in Opposi- 
tion in the Bengai Jjagislatire Assembly there»f er, issued a joint etatement to the 
pram in Oaicntta criticising the approa^ made by Mr. Hatchings in daaKng with 
the present food situation and warning the GoTernin<)nt against complacency in 
high quarters and the expression of pious wishes whicb had been at the root of 
the deterioration in the food situation in this province lAst year. 0 > Friday. 
February 25, Mr. J. A. Burder, President of tlie Bengitl Chamber of Commerce, 
ma^ certain obaerrations in the course of his Presidenti.il addresii at the aunuai 


meeting of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce that among other thinga “injudiciona 
articles in the press” on the present food sitnation, amonnted to “fifth column 
activity.” Shortly after this, it was lesrnt yesterday that the Oovemment of Bengal 
had banned the publication of the joint statement issued by the psrty leaders snd 
hence this adjournment motion ” 

The Chutf Jiiniater suggested that public galleries and the Press should be 
cleared during the discuasiou of the motion, as otherwise the object of banning the 
etatement would be defeated. 

The Chair, however, did not agree with the suggestion. The Opposition spe^ers 
eharaoteriaed Mr. Hutchinga’ statement as “being incorrect and irrcMronaible/' 
also characterised Government action in banning the publication of the 
atatement aa “smacking of the Nazi method.” 

Moving the motion, Mr. fT. S, Roy said that the issue raised by this motion 
was whether one had the right to differ from this Ministry and whether one had 
the right to give expression to that view. Dr. S. P. Mookerjee. describiug the action 
taken Dy the Government ai a “gangster method,” said that what the leaders bad 
stat^ in their statement was, firstly, that Mr. Hutebinga had come and given hia 
opinion without getting into touch with non-of&cial public opinion ; secondly, there 
was a definite indication of a rise in prieea of rice in different varts of the province, 
and thirdly, that a Ministry which was actuated by party conaiderationa coald not 




restore public confidence. 

to the debate, Sir Natimuddin made it clear that the Government had 
paiaed uo'order but at the press conference some time ago Government gave an 
indication of tiieir policy to the press and gave the gcueral advice that iiotbiug 
Miouid be piiblishea regarding the food aituation which was likely to undermine 


eem^ the press asked for their advice and Government gave them the advice. 
Mo definite o^er was issued by the Government in this matter. ''We have made 
It clear to the Pre^a," the Premier obaerved, “that they have full Ubertv to criticise 
the Ministry as such and they have got full liberty to say what they like about the 
Ministry. The only condition made ia with regard to the food policy of thar- 
Government The whole field of adminiatratiou is o|)en to tbeir criiiciHm and 
uttuck and the piesa had attacked ua very mercilessly and we have never taken 
action agiinat it. But as regards the food question, it is absolutely on a different 
footing. Here, it is not the Ministry which is going to be injured hy such an 
attack but it is the teeming milliona of Bengal who would avffer from those attadn; 
It la a matter of surprise that of all persona. Dr. B. P. Mookerjee should La the 
oua man to accuaa ua of gangster metbod. He forgets that my policy haa aTways 
baen to give him the widest latitude in attacking this Oovemment throughout 
Bengal and outside. In spite of the advice that I should take action, I’ have 
always refrain^ from using the Defence of India Act towards a political opponent 
who la trying to attack me so far as my position aa a Miniater la coiiceraed and 
have always endeavoured that this Ministry aball not abuse the Defence ol India 
Bulea aa was done by the last Ministry.” Sir Naaimuddin asked the membeit of 
the House to realise the effect which the statement issued by the leaders from 
Ume to time regarding the food aituaUon had on the cnltivators and agncuUnristo. 
In this connecuon, he referred to the meitage broadcast by the Nem Chronicle 
oorreapondent which he aaid had a diaaatrona effect on agricuUnriats and coltiva- 
toca who felt encouraged not to bring their atoeka to the market at a result of 
that atatameiit The motion waa rejected by 89 votea to 79« 
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0BF&ANAQE8 & WIDOWS* HOMES BILL 

OEPBAHAon B Widow's Homes Bill _ ^ 

Srd. HARCH Ths Assembly psssed to-dsy FarAui Baiio JThanam^s 

(SuperTiilos) of Orfihsnsffct sad Widows’ Hons Bill. Tbs Bill simsd to 
provide for oontiollins the working of Orpbsnsges, Widows* Homes snd eimilsr 
other institutions In Bengsl. All such institutions, the Bill Isid down, would hs?e 
10 tube licence from Government for functioning. Ezpisining the resson for bring- 
iii^r forward this messure. the Begum Sshebs said that there were s good number 
of institutions which carried on clandestine traffic in women and giris. They 
managed to evade detection as their nefarious activities Were conductfd under cover 
of institutions so camouflaged as to give an appearance of social or philanthropic 
organiastiona. The need for this legialation had become all tbe more neceaeary and 
urtKcnt now in view of post-famine conditioue prevailing in the proving. For some 
time past, the went on to aay, there had been public agitation regarding traffic in 
destitute women snd girls ss a result of famine. An expert survey which wsa 
conducted recently had disclosed that ss a result of disireas and destitution there 
hud been more deaths among adult males than adult females. This mt snt that a 
'Very large number of women had lost their husbands, parents and guardiana. It 
was therefore natural to apprehend that these women would fall easy prey to 
social vicea and might therefore fall into tbe hands of designing persons who might 
trade in these homeless women. The House then dispesed of a large number of 
uon-offieiala btlls and adjourned. 

17th. MARCH Members esme to blows in the Assembly to-night on the 
occasion of voting of the budget demand under 'General Administration’. The 
incident occurred before the Chair rose to put the cut motions to vote. Certain 
Government party members objected to two Opposition members sitting by the 
side of another member in the Ministerialist Party back benches. Thereupon the 
Chair requested the members to return to their respective blocs. In the meantime, 
three or four Government party members had rushed to that part of tbe House, 
where these two Opposition members were sitting and a melee ensued. Jostling, 
pushing and confusion prevailed in that part of the House for some time, in tbe 
midst of which the Chair suspended the business of the House for hall-an-hour. 
Leaders of different psrtirs intervened snd separated the members involved. 

Aftsr the House had re-assembled, Mr. K. 8. Roy, Leader of tbe Official 
Congress Party, demanded on behalf of the Opposition an unqualified apology frou 
the Government party member who, he alleged, bad struck s blow at an Opposition 
party member. The Government party member coucerned, explaining tbe situation, 
■aid that after the Chair 'a ruling to the effect that tbe two Opposition members 
should go to their respective blocs, he went to help tbe Government party members 
in that part of the House. When be arrived there tbe Opposition member in 
question pushed him and raiaed hia band, whereupon he also pushed him snd 
struck a blow at him. He apologised to the Chair and to the House for the 
disturbance that had been crested due to him. He was sure tbe Opposition member 
would also apologise. 

Mr. A. K. FomIuI Hu^ Leader of the Opposition, gave his version of the 
incident of tbs evening in the House. 

Giving his version of the incident, Mr. A, U, A. Zaman (tbe Opposition 
member coneemed) said that after tbe Cbair’a ruling be was trying to come out 
when he was obstructed by a Government party member eittiog by hia aide. Mr. 
Zaman added that he waa telling an Oppoaition member who waa aitting In that 
bench to come to their aide when aome Government party membera rnabM to that 
place anA atruck blows at him. 

On ho appeal from tbe Chair, the incident, however, ended happily, both Mr. 
JT. Nboruddin (the Government party member concerned) and Mr. Zaman eoming 
to the centre of the Bouae ana ahaklng hands with each other amidst loud 
applauie from all aectiona of the House. This incident took over an hour’s tlma 
of tha Houae. 



Government of the Punjab 

Bndg«t for 1944^ 

1 1 . 1 . h Inetead of the eitimated deficit of Be* 10 

Ukfie for a Burplue of Be. 2.79 lakhe instmd of the cetineled 

•mltu ofj^. W l^hi for the current year and an eatimated anrploa of Be. 3.86 
lakSi lor 1944-46— thii ia the happy poaitfon of the finaneea of the Punjab. Even thia 
huge anrplna^ tfie Finraee Miniater. the Hon*ble Sir Manohar Lai aUted. in introduc- 
ing the budget in the Punjab Legialative Aaaembiy at Lahore on the aid. March 1944, 
??• f®* propoiile for new expenditure on behalf of 

Adniniatrative Departmenta had been accepted by the Governmentb for the first 
time in hia experience, without the alighteat alteration. 

The new expenditure provided in the budget ia Ba."l69 lakha of which Bo. 
54.68 lakha go to toe Beneficent Departmenta, the total budget proviaion for which 
stonda at Ba. 464 lakha. 

The Finance Miniater announced amongat other things a grant to the Punjab 
Unlveraity for establishing a Department of Geography, a building grant for the 
Kinnaird College for Women, grant for the eatablitoment of a Government High 
School for Girls at Khanewal, an additional proviaion of Ba. 17} lakhs for Public 
Health, the Lahore Improvement Trust being one of the beneficiaries and an 
increased proviaion of Ba. 5 lakha for Industries. 

Introducing the Budget Estimates of the Punjab for the year 1944-46 in the 


1 rise to-day in tiie conaciouaneia of further strength to the markedly sueceaa- 
ful financial record of the Punjab under Provincial Autonomy. We have been able 
to withstand without any detriment to our programme of advance the preaBiire of 
severe famine : and the exigencies of the war, always difticult to estimate, have 
been hitherto boldly faced and aucceesfully met. The war, however, raisea fresh 
problems— the ensuring of food supplies particularly in deficit areas in the country 
as a whole, and in our own province relieving against the distress caused by 
inordinate rise in the price of the necessaries oi life. The Punjab has played a 
strikingly successful part in regard to these problems. In both these vital maUers 
red pradence guided our steps, and we can to-day justly hold our heads high. 
War brings in its train mauy social and economic problems. Your Government is 
watching these with the utmost of vigilance, keeping before it the guiding prin- 
ciple of the welfare of the masses. During the past year methods to place the 
well-being of the masses on a firm foundation have been further studied, and it 
ho|^ that Government's vigorous policy in this regard wilt brgin to bear tangible 
and substantial fruit at an early date. The schemes of post-war reconstruction are 
as vet only at an initial stage and wholly uncertain in snape, bnt it is gratifying 
to feel that your finances to-day hold a fair promise to enable us to face them 
wheh they emerge in definite form from their present state of preliminary consi- 
deration. 


I propose here to invite attention only to the more salient facts of our provin- 
cial finance. For a detailed account set forth with elaborate care reference must 
be made to the very lucid explanatory Memorandif m by the Finance Itecretary. In 
the earlier paragfafms of his Memorandum he has considered certain recent out- 
standing features of our economic life, such as the food situation, export of food 
grains from the province, toe 'Grow More Food’ campaign and measures of control 


eight crores. 

The Flnanee Minister's speech revealed that as against the budget estimates 
of toe eurrwt year of Bs. 3,77 lakhs the budget for 1944-46 stood at Bs. 4,64 
1^ and torn was an inertose unto nearly every head bnt were specially unto 
"Bdneatkm* (partlenlarly women's education), ‘Medical, Public Health and Indus- 


tries.' The Punjab University hu been ^ven a substantial grant lor the establlah- 
nmt of a Department of Geography and toe instilntion of classes in Pharnmey. 
liberal grants toe been made for vernacular education and expansion of oompnl- 
sory primary sdoeation and proviakm had been made for the grant of dearnsia 
lUMUMtotMatoiBieh^i^aeMbyLood Bodin. Two Ihk. eotka te- 
tUo Bllbon liMjr to bo MtoMUMd 1000 . 



Government of the N. W. Fr, Province 

Bud^fet for 1944-45 

The budget enlimatos ])rmMiteil : n :bc 17th. March 1945 for the jenr 1944-45 
in the Frontier Legielative Assembly at Pcahawar, by Sardar Addur Rab Khan, 
Finance Minister, diseloacd a deficit of Ra. 2,65 lakhs. 

*Our estimate of rerenue receipts is Ks. lakhs,** the Minister said, 

*^ai:AinBt which an expenditure of 220.47 lakhs is ainicipatcd, resulting in a 
deficit of Hs. 2,65 A part of tl is difii it will he covered by adoitional 

revenue froiu tiic dr nf tlv Kii!t‘iiirtiinn:i;t t iix, it the proposed measure in 

this respect, aJi:. h \v»:l hhor^ly be laid t»ch re the House, is adopted. 

The Governnirui iiitertd the current ytar with a revenue balance of Bl. 44, 
11 lakhs. The d/ficit on tlic currenr, year’s working is now forecast at Ra. 2.96 
lakhs and the closing balance on tl.:; :ilst of this month will, accordingly, be Rs. 
41 T5 lakhs. 

lro]Hirtaiit items of new expenditure are the n meddling of the Takkarwah 
distributory on the Paharpur Canal, conbtruciiun t f ,^tiige 1 of the Kabul river 
right bank lift irrigation echeint , (;i..nv(;rsufii of the viitiscular middle tehools at 
/lids and ^heikhan into Anglu-lJrdii iniddie hcIu oIh reviaicn of the pay of aasin- 
unt puigeons, provision of two nmiudancis in the Lady Reading llospiiitl, Pethn- 
war, exUMtsion of the sugar rcMtarch Pclu ine and the Marketing Department under 
Agiicultiire and Proviiicialisation of Veterinary llospiiab I’eshawar. 

Commenting generally on the financial position of the province, ftifatdar Abdur 
Rab Khan said : *^The war bas impOHccl on the proviiHial exchequer s heavy 
burden of temporary expendituie on acAOunt of additional police and other security 
measures, dearness allowance, rise in prices of stores anti miiurial, civil defence 
and expansion of the Isfrrcrttariat, etc. It has hetn possible till now to mtel this 
heavy expenditure from nnexpeoud increaees in levtntie— piinciimlly from taxis 
on income under the Nietneycr Award and more intensive exjiloiiation of onr 
forests. Prom the former eonric cur eHtimated sLurc is Rs. P.hr;0 lakhs in 1U43 44 
and Ka. 26.60 lakhs in 1944-45. Ibis, 1 may observe, is considerably more than 
the total Bum which at the time of the Miemeyer Award this inoviiice expected 
to receive at the end of the ten-year devolution pciuid or ihmi ever appeared to be 
poBsible before the outbreak of the war. The priecni scale of our receipts under 
this head is abuomal and we cannot count this stuirce of income to finance our 
growing recurring commitments, for it will Ehrink us itdudioup in taxis on income 
and the excess profits tax are made by the riMvcrnmiut of India. We cannot 
afford to continue the exi loitatioii of onr foiretH ot the role we are doing. In fact, 
feelinga have already gone too far. Bo far as revinuc is conccriud, lean years lie 
ahead of us. Our extet diture will continue hl the )>resciti. high rate fot sometime 
after the war and may actuully increase in volume when it is diverted into |)eace- 
ful nation-building channels. I have Ptiidied the possibilitiea of tapping fresh 
sources of revenue and of in creasing revenue frrm existing sources, but must 
confess that 1 have found our 6«*oi)e to be disappointingly meagre. 

am convinced tiiat, placed as we are, onr Fheet-aiicbor in the future is an 
inerease in the amount of our subTcntion which is by far tbe largest single item 
in our revenue budget. Tbe Bubjccin Committee of J032 rreommended a ba^ic sub- 
vention of 117 Iskbs and also riniaikid that if the scbmieii of new fxpeiidituie 
then under consideration were Iskdi into acvouiit, tbe sii(ivciitii>n would amount 
to Rs. 146 lakhs rising inch year by Kv. 4 Iskbs to a maximnin of 11s. 162 lakhs. 
Those recommendations were nut accipied by the Government oi India because of the 
great financial etringenev thin prevahiit. ihe rxirndttnrc of the |»roviiice his, as 
1 have already explained, increased considerably sinio then, but tbe subvention 
from the Centre has remained stationery, except for the indirect advantages derived 
by the province in common with the rest of India from the cancellation of the 
pre-autonomy debt and distribution of income tax revenue.*’ 



The Government of Madras 

Budget for 1944-45 

A net sarplns of Bs« 644 lakhs is expected In 1944-45» according to the bndget 
eatlaiate pohlished oq the 20th. Maieh 1044 bj the Madras Goyernment. Revenue 
ia estimated at « Be. 60.20A8 lakhs and expenditure at Bs. 23.75.97 lakhs; 

Oat of the surplus provision has been msde for a net expenditure of Bs. 
89.64 Ti^s on new sohemes, iiicludinc; additioual compensation to local bodies lor 
lose of revenue from tolls and profession tax. 

Among the new schemes for which provision ia made in the budget are grants 
to the Madras University for new technological courses, opening of Honours 
eouries in Islamic History and Gultuie and the Matural ^Science Group of the 
Intermediate course in the Government Muhammadan College, additional grants to 
aided elementary schools and panchayats tor payment of increased dearness allow - 
anoe ; extension of rice research statioDa ; a special provision of Bs. 2 lakhs for 
the extension to all Labour Department schools of free mid-dsy meals fur 
pupils. 

After providing for new sohemes and transferring Be. 554 lakhs to the Bevenue 
Reserve Fund for post-war reconstruction and development schemes a small surplus 
of Bs. 77 Ukh is left. .... 

The Government hint at the possibility of the Madras Tobacco Act being 
repealed in view of the levy of an excise duty on tobacco by the Central 
Government. 

Dtseouraging any hope that might be entertained of a possible reduction in 
taxation, the Government state that ^*it is essential to maintain substantially the 
existing level of taxation in Madraa for the Mriod of the war, so that this Province 
will have considerable funds in hand for undertaking large development schemes 
after the war.” 


The Government of Bombay 

Budget for 1944-45 

No fresh taxstion, a small reduction in the Urban Immoveable Property Tax 
and a levenne surplus of Bs. 86 lakhs alter providing Bs. 4,50.66,000 for post-war 
iieonstrnotion and Bt. 123 Iskbs to the Special Development Fund while con tinn- 
ing the nation-building activities of the Province, were the features of the Bombay 
Budlet propoaals for the year 1944-45 as published by the Goverumeut of Bombay 
onthe t9th. Mereh 1944. 

The Governor of Bombay st a Press conference expleined the propoesls end 
eeld be had teken ears tb aee that contmuity was msiutsined in the policy gover- 
ning the proposals. 

Inereased revenue wes expected from the provincial share of the proceeds of 
Ineome-tex reduetioos in expenditure of about Bs. 1 crore under famine relief and 
about Bs. 40 lakhs on. aeeount of curtailment. of ABF measures made possible by 
fovooiible war developments. The taxation measures introduced during the current 
gnr in xe^^Lof betting and entertainment and stampe were expeotM to yield 


Government of the Central Provinces 

Budget for 1944.45 

n. dip. Bndgrt for 19444S terwlcd o nriiln. of Bt. 1 .tore. Tbe euiwt 
ym olw oeoortiog to ttvitod wtiautM ihoiNd o tnipliu of orn B.. 1 eion. 

Bniio ud foMOt lomint aio bj fu the bifdmt >od odM olono will jidd 
tkto iMT oboot Bi. 1 eion. Tht iriuno of thto PMdiioe in tfao fanoBw-taz wiO oho 
be ta tho oolghboiBhocd ol Bi. 1 enm. 
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nm m m Mn^ for fet* tHotfn Iwl lha uMtai teHieu loiliidiiK 
ttoM tap^ by tt* ^giM Mbto fof iaaMtog ynUUliM will batoattniiZ 
A nmfaaiiB m tiie pmant eooit ud mcMraligw law k wnpaeltd. A nonMl to 
ioeiMN Oa anlKtaiBaaant tax la nadar aooaidantiao. 

llw rnuiaai of tiw Foat>war Baaonatnatioo Food ia.llhaly to ba atartad irith 
aboat Ba. 1 aim and will ba donblad in 19M^ 


The Governm^t of Orissa 

Budget for 1M4-45 

The fourth wartime budget for the firoviaee of Orissa ae pceeented bj Pandit 
OodavariB Miara, Finance Hinister, in the Orissa Assembly at Outtaek on the 
1st. Mareh 1944 rerealed a de6oit of 10 lakhs in the tmdii^t estimates ton the 
year 1944-45. With the ‘unexpected and dmoet providential ineresse of Re. 11.88 
lakhs** on account of share of income-tax the deficit is expected to be wiped out in 
full, leaving a small surplus. The budget estImBtes a total revenue of Bs. 
2,^96,000, compared with the revised estimate il Rs. 2.48, ^»000 for 1948-4A and 
expenditure charged to revenue Bsn 2,67,82,000 in 1944-45, oompaied with 
the rerised estimate of Rs. 2,65,21^00 for the previous year, The Jw whieh 
opens with a balanee of Rs. 87,000 will close with a balance of Rs. 66,000. 

Prominent items of new expenditure, according to Pandit Godavaris Misra, 
would include schemes in the Education and Medical Departments with the usher- 
ing in of the Utkal University which has been functioning since November 27. 1943. 
and the proposed gradual conversion of the Orissa Medical School to a Medical 
College with ^eot from July next. 

The Finanoe Minister said that Sir William Stampe, Irrigation Adviser to 
the Government of India, had recently snrveved almost all the 51 projects which 
are likely to irrigate 186.CX)0 seres, the additional production of foodgraius from 
whieh is exnected to be 25 lakhs maunds of rice. 

Pandit Misra attributed the province^ present poverty to want of attention in 
the past to development and to unsatiafactory financial adjustments in recent 
years and stressed the need for industrial idevelopment, lor which there was little 
scope during the war. Immediately after tne* war the industrial needs of the 
province would urgently require attention. 


The Government of Assam 

Budget for 1944-45 

A Revenue deficit of Re. 10,46,000 was disclosed by the Finance Minister, Mr. 
Ahdul Matin Choudhury when he presented the budget for the yeer 1944-45 in the 
Aesem Lcgisleture at Bnillong on the 2nd. Heidh 1044. 

New sohemee embodied in the Budget ere more or lose of e routine type and 
do not indicate eny reorientetior. of policy or ineuguretion of new pr<rieet. 

The Assam Revenue Budget ebowa a deficit of Bs. 10,40,000 in spite of 
tavenne increase becauee although the revenue reoeipte for the budget year are 
estimated at Re. 4,51,71,000— an iuoreese of about a crore of rupees over the 
eetimated aanetiooed receipto lor the ennent yeer— it is more then coontar- 
beleneed by ^ increase in expeadHure which is estimated at Rs. 4,6241,000 
during 1944-45. 

The revenue budget would have shown snipliie df Rs. IMCXOOO hot for Ba. 
25 l.kbi briog Mt apwt bom the Bnraoiu to form the onelm of 
BMoattmotioa Fiuidwd tUo h ootii^ xwpoiwibla for tha dafidt of Bo. 

Boddot. the Gon. of Aioam** ohata af the difiaible pool of tte Iaeoma4az,,n^^ 
io expeetod to bit otiU futber iaoKaaed ia too 'bodgot yon by aadto U laBio 
of nipm oeeoidtog to toe figoMo. w MoonHy t^Tcd bom ^ Gommaat ^ 
Indio iothat bn toa vbole toon abonld be a amdl oo^na of half a laUi 

OTMi o( ^ UMi. d lupflof JoT toa PDat>Wnr Baaonatnatom 

FSdTW i^ba conS by addi^ of iumo 

axpteied to be Moonrad doting ttia yaat tad toa next yoor bom too In e w no 

*** enmnt year will doaoi aeeoidlBg to toa nriaad o o Umato Oi with a mvmm 
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THE GOVERNMENT OF BIND [ kabaqbi-- 


•mpItM of Bi. 7,68,000 ogdnit on ettimited deficit of Be. 8;06,000 in the originel 
bn^m. The eioeioK belenoe ie eetineted nt Be. 90»C3,000 end ie eetnelly e deficit 
one If eeeonnt ie tenn of Treaenry Bille to the Talne of 2 ororee which will be 
Ontetendlng on the 31st March. 19il. The capital recdpts for 1944^ are estimated 
at Be. 2543,48,000 and capital expenditnre at Be. 25,58.00,000 thus leaTing a 
olodim enrplos of Bs. 74,11,000. 

The Increase in revenne recdpts as showed in the both, the revised for 
194344 and ihe budget for 194445 is mainly responsible for the following among 
other things ; better eolleetions of land revenue due to improved financial position 
of ryots and expansion of settlement as a result of Grow More Food Campaign 
and in the colonization areas ; ineressed receipt for forest produce to meet increased 
war demands ; increase in excise receipts due to larger consumption of hemp and 
other drugs *, increase in stamp receipts due to larger number of transfers of 
property as a result of the improvement in the financial condition of the population 
in general ; refund which the Assam Government will get from the Centre on being 
relieved from the share of the cost of Assam Rifles and to the recovery of the 
amount due from the Government of India for additional police employed on the 
protection of the railways, aerodromes, etc., anticipated receipts from the Cotton 
Cloth and Yam Control Order, increased receipts under the provincial tax for the 
consumption of petrol by the military within the province ; increased receipts under 
the Agricultural Income-tax due to large profits made by the Tea Industry 
and the increase in the Assam Government’s share of the Central Income-tax 


revenue. 

Among the schemes connected with tbe war involving capital outlay, the 
Grain Storage Scheme is being continued during tbe budget year estimating an 
expenditure of Bs. 3.88,20,000 against which a sum of Bs. 3,49,12.000 is expected 
to be recovered from sale proceeds during the year thus leaving a lug of Bs. 
1,71,43.000 at the end of 194445. Under Standard Cloth there will be an expendi- 
tnre of Bs.‘ 1.77,47,000 while recoveries will amount to Bs. 1,50,00.000 or a deficit 


of Bs. 27,47,000. The lag at the end of 1944-45 will be Bn. 74,17.000. Tbe Motor 
Transport Organization according to the estimates of the Controller, is anticipated 
to yield a recovery during the budget year of Ks. 88.00,000 against tbe estimated 
expenditure of Bs. 63,06,000— thus showing a net profit of Bs. 19,94.000 iu 
1944-45. The Controller hopes that the entire capital outlay on the scheme will be 
recovered in a period of three years. 

The new schemes included in the budget involve a total expenditure of Bs. 
4,57,719 in non-exuluded areas out of which the Department of Education has got 
™ ludustrien Department has^ secured Be. 83,513 ; 

B 


The Government of Sind 

Budget for 1944^ 

Bind'e present financial position was described by the Premier. Sir Ohulam 
fftaaain HidayatuUa, at Karachi on the S8rd. Febmary 1046. as one of unparalled 
pvoeperity when he presented the budget estimate fox 1944-45 in the Bind 
liegiBlative Asaembly. 

The estimates gave **war time inflation" as the reason for the 75 per cent 
In crease tn the revised estimates for 1944-45 and stated that tbe estimates for 
1944-45 had been in the full realisation that such experience might not recur. 
Nevertheless, a surplus of Bs. 189 lakhs for 1944-45 was budgeted for, with receipts 
at Bs. 797 lakhs and emnditure at Bs. 606 lakhs. This surplus— which was also 
aided by a windfall of Bs. 24 crores from Bind’s trading- in-grains policy which 
had now been ended— would be utilised for the creation of two new funds, namely, 
a land Revenue Equaliaation Fund and a Postwar Development Fund. 

As regardt the first fund, the budget memorafidum pointed out that with the 
new sliding scales of assessment in operation, the revenue side of tbe budget was 
liable to the most violent fluetuationa, varying by crores rather than by lakhs. 
Furthermore, in coming years the receipts from land aales are bound to fall very 
ZMddly, even to the tune of a crore of rupees, and this would have a very aerions 
met on the revenue side. To expect permanency in tbe prosperity Mature of the 
budget would thereloie, be meet iflaaory, end the need for caution was realised 
tabs very grwt 
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BUDGET FOB 1044-45 


In the creetioii of the Eqoiliietion Feed, the iTetege lend meniie leeelpt we • 
eettmeted et Bm 290 lekhe end the eem of Be. 130 latte trenefen^ to the Eqee* 
lleetion Fund lepiawnte thie yeer'e exeeee over the eTereee. 

A earn of Be. 50 Utte will likewiee be trenefemd to the Poet-Wer Derelop- 
ment Fund which will be ntilieed to finenee e progiamme of oepitel worke eu eh 
ee roede, buiidioge end eenele **ee eoon ee the wer ie o?er end olfeametiiioee ellow.’* 


ASTOHieBINQ ISFLATION'* 

The bndet epeeke of the "eetoniehine infletion** which wee noticed during pett 
of the period under review end which eraleine the greet verietione between the 
budgetra and the revised estimates for 1043-44. This period, says the memorendem, 
saw the largest expenditure on public works ever known in one year in Sind— on 
strategic roads, on aerodromes and other military works on the Karachi water 
supplies scheme; on civil defence; On irrigation and on bund works. It saw a 
considerable expansion of the armed forces, especially in Karachi, of our highly 
paid Allies; if saw the abandonment in other parts of India of limited attempts at 
price control and it saw, induced partly by the above factors; unbridled speculation 
afiectlng all classes. 

Sj^king of the Government’s plans for the industrial and economic develop- 
ment of Sind now and during the post-war period; the Premier said that eventhing 
possible would be done to ensure cheap power; plentiful water; social security In 
the widest sense and harmonious relations between employer and employed. Two 
new barrages— one in Upper Sind and the other in Lower Bind— would be 
constructed. 

The Premier announced that the Government of India had accepted the Sind 
Government’s proposal for the repayment of the Lloyd Barrage debt and the 
capitalisation of subvention in one transaction. The Government had accepted 
capitalisation at the sate of 4} per cent which would mean a ’’present value*’ of 
the subvention on April 1; 1944; of approximately Ba 1.470 lakos. The difference 
between this figure aud the Lloyd Barrage debt which at present stands at Be. 
2.U40 lakhs; namely. Be 570 lakhs is proposed to be repaid in one lump sum as 
soon S8 the spprovsl of his Msjesty’s Government is ootsioed. The Premier siso 
Btsted that the free balance at the disposal of the Bind Government, namely Be. 
754 Iskhs at the end of the current year; will be utilised to pay this sum of Ba. 
570 lakhs leaving approximately Be. 184 lakhs in the hands of Uie Bind GovcnimeDt. 


1 he Government of Bihar 

Budget for 1944-45 

An expected surplus of Bs. 2,22 lakhs is shown in the budget estimates of 
the Government of Bibsr for the year 1944-45. ss issued from Pstna on the 25th. 
March 1945. The pstimates show total revenue receipts at 0J8 lakhs in the reviasd 
CbCimates for the current year (1943-44) and 978 lakhs in the budget estimates for 
1944-45 and expenditure charged to revenue is estimated at 11,17 in the revieed 
estimatea and 7,56 lakhs in the budget estimates. 

The budget as a whole indicates a healthy financial position bnt this does not 
necesBsrily mean an indication of financial prosperity, state s memorandum on tbs 
budget. The large expansion in revenue which has been s moml 
feature of the budget during the war period has become more marked partly doe 
to expansion in the normal revenue and partly to the increased revenue arising 
on of Government’s snti-infiationsry measures. Excise with the sbolitbn of Frohibr 
tion is riie largest revenue bead now with 197 lakhs in the revised estimates and 
213 lakhs in the budget estimstes. 

A spsrste fund for post-war reconstruction has been crested to which has 
been credited a sum of Bs. 317 Iskhs out of the accumulated surplus revennes. 

The memorandum states that while restricting expenditure ntm, OpvsfnmsBt 
will continue to explore other source of incressiog the revenue and thereby farther 
swelling up the fund earmarked for post-war reconstruction. 



The AD India Hindu Mahasabha 

AMBxnaE iMssa (kuam.(kfKDmam 

The Woildiig Oomnittae of the All-Mit Slndu Mehaiahha eoneluded Ite 
tvO-defMitoai Nawl)^etteradcipthigateeDliitien nQOidiiigili 
the Henmir Ineidait and ufite the Oofannent to iake nninpi eetion egrinak 
toeaa miMaiafia for It noa to laattiuto an iiiqaiiy mto the eoodnet ef the 
additional pollee aent to deal with the ineideBt. She leaoludon ahto aaggaatod 
that the proportion of Hindoo and Sikha la the prorineial peiiioe ahonld be xaioed 
to SO per eeni and lioenoea lor arma ahonld be giaaled Hbecailj to the Hindu 
and Bnh rementa of Haripnr and other plaeea in the pro? inee. 

The Working Comiaittee alao paaaed a reaolatlon relating to the Bengal 
lood-dtnation, deploring and oondenining the miihandling of the iood-proUem and 
aetion m the Gorern ment of India in dealing with the probtem. 

The Oommittee deeided to appoint five wb^tiine organiaera for eztenalTe 
oigfoiiaatlon of the Hindn Mahaaapha in five tenitodal bobm and one orgnniaer 
to M in ehazge of the volunteer organiaationBi 

A anb-mmittee waa appointed to prepare a draft omendment to the 
eonetftntlon of the AlMndia Hudu Mahaaabiia tmd the Freaideht, Dr. B. P. 
ModlBRieei waa anthorleed to appoint a Vigilanoe Qonunittee to aafegnaid the 
intereata of the Hindna in the Panjab. 

She Oommittee alao paaaed a ocwdolenoe reacdntkm on the death of Ifr. B. 6. 
Pandit 

Among thoae who attended the meeting, were Dr. B. P. Mooke^. Sir Goknl Ohand 
Narang. Bbri. B. G. KhapardOr Bhri. Aahntodi Lahiri, OapL Kedmv Ohandra, 
Bhri. Uhand Karan Biurda. Bhri. Karandikar, Bhri. Satfah Bingb.«Bhre. V. G. 
Defhpandeb Bai Bahadur Hariah Chandra and Lala Narain Dutt 


Amritnr MahasaUia Lathi Charge bjr Pdiee 


Pmad Mootatiw to 


Tekehand Commitkee*a Bawort 

The Tekehand Oommittee appointed by Dr. Bnjama Praaad Hooknriee to 
engolie into the Amritaar happeninga of December 2S, came to the oondnaien 
that Uie terma of the lieenee for the piooeeiion bad not been contravened in any 
way» that there wae no juatification for ita canoeilatlon, that the oanceliation order 
waa not properly ansenneed to the piooeeaioniati, nor wae anffieient time given 
to them to diepem and toat the uae of force waa nnn o ccaaa r y and nncalM-lor. 

Sha Oommitteeh leport, which was preaeDted to the Mahaaahha Wodcing 
Oommittee at ita meadag at New Delhi gave a detailed aooonnt of the happeninga. 
Tha Oommittee state: *The ani^poiea xeaion for the oancdlation (of ttie 
lioenei) did not eiiit in fact and it aeema that the order waa passed upon wrong 
information eonveyed to the XBatriet Magiatmte and tha Buperintendent of Police 
maamahiy by aome of their mtoordinatea. The deciaion aotaally arrived at by the 
ttoooptloB Ommitlee waa in oomi^ianto with the order of the District 
Madatiala. Shis waa publicly annoaneed on the mierqphone in the pandal by the 
Oiamnan of the Recaption OommUtaSi Dr. B. Goknl Cbaad Narang; and in pur- 
snance of tbia aanouiwenMot llahabir Bal Volnnleera had retired, takea off^ 

ff alad uoifonpa and none of tham had mdnally aecompanM the pioeaaaiim. Nor 
any volniila«r or ote parson in toe pfocaashm eany arma or oondnet himaelf 
to any oldeetkmible mauaar. Thaie doaa not, toaieloie, teem to have been ahy 
iastoMtom te toa oanniiilatinii of tot ttaanoa. 

Wfe« th. M.gl.tfrtfcfl. Bttd^ Biaiji. eOMOid I. the FiwM 
ef the Oeetecnae and Aa.Ohnma ef the BMepthm CknuBlttae «he 
d«hwl le te adddaf the eraHMleB. tet te Itaeoe hed bwe 
aft* he me tm te tne feet, ebeat Melwhlr Dal Vetaatetn act I 
te anMiriaa la pnMt, ^ tatt NfiaK tet ha veaM tafona te DMriot 


Ml M l■^■^^iea .mM It Me eoavmatiea ea bath Dr. Meteite 
Shcw tet the ariKle^haMpMMdaBdicew'^ 

'TSE’mmmc. e eMBg ferae n atrite ai 


ABte 


fetea at PoHn mMId aad bepa to 
aaaaiBOee hi hvIm tetht aoiwl 


-4 AfB. 1 A. 1. RinB’ HINDI} IIAHABABBA OQNFEBBNOfi ttl 

of tho ww i i Mi lou wm Urn oite to diipmt jioMmoiod nor my woniag glim boiom 
the lolhi otego bogm. Tbo avabor of mmho io tho p r oeo mt oa at thlo otago 
10 TarkMdy ohttawlod to hoivo boon a lain or mora aad tho p t oeooo l oa woo opnad 
OTor a Mrly kiaff tfotaaeo. If tho iatoatloD ol tho aathorftloo ma to dioporoo Iho 
proeoooioa, ■afBAat tiaM ohonld ha?o boon glroa to thom to do oo» bat thlo woo 
not done. 

Tho pro eooo i oa had ataitod Icgally^undor a properly granted lleenio. It hod 
gone on for aboat tibno qaarton of an honr In an orderly and poaooful manner. 
It had not eondnetod Uoelf in any way whioh might have IndicaM any inelHiatlon 
to do any ilfei^ net 

If tne CMMollalioa order had boon properly annonnecd to the proeooolonhto 
there io not tho oUi^toot donbt that they would have departed peacefully. 

Tho pollee, hOTevor, imioodiately after ita arrWaU began to ahower blowo 
right md loft indliQrimlnatoly. It ia aignificaat that even then there was no 
reaif Unoe offered by any one. 

Tho beating woo not ooaftned to the peraona aotnally taking part in the 
proooiolon, but many of tho opoetatora were alto Injured and In oome eaoeo peroono 
who were trying tooeeapo were purened in the bylaneo and beaten. There m alao 
nnimpeaebablo ovidenea of lathl-ehaige on pereone walling to aee the proeeaeloii 
at plaoea far away from the p r oeeeoion. 

In tho face of all them mete it it roally lorprioiBg that the official eommu- 
niqno mada ao nMnthm of. tho uao of foroe Imt meroly atated that tho prooeoaion 
“mapeiood pea adn ily.* 


A. 1. States* Hindu Mabasabha Conference 

Fhnl SeniioB--Sluiiioff«r-Mi. to lllh. April 1944 

Tho open Beiiion of the All-India Stalea* Hindu Mahaaabha OonioraneoL begm 
befbio a mammoth gathering of over 10^6100, Mr. B. O. Khoporde preoiding. nl 
Yodnnam Bfalmoga on the Oth. April IHi. 

lloeo than five hnntod driemtH ftom tho Btntoo of Koohmir, Hy/donohod, 
Owilnr, Indore, Btrodn, BongB, Mini, Mondl, Eolbapnr. Trovmoom nnri 
Kf^ithola nttondoditho Oonferenoo. Amongot the orrivalA were Dr. B. Bk. Mnonli; 
Dr. P. Tarodondvlw^<^v mdilHwnn wadur K. B. BbmaawamI Biatil;. 

Di. V. D. Bavntkar, ProiitoA. AB-India Hindu . Mahaoabha, aad Mr, H O. 


Ift) THE ALL INDIA firTAlEB’ HINDU BABHA t»H6Qi-r 

Unleii questiont likv • cooRtitation for th« whole of Indie indadiDg -the 
Btetas end the preeervetloD of the nnity of Indie were eetiifeotorily eol? ed, the 
qneetion of leeponeible government in netive etetee wee very difflcnlt of eolntion 
excepting perhepc in lome of the iiberel end edvenced Hindn Stetce. At the eeme 
time, it le eqnelly true thet the eolntion of the eeverel probleme of the Btetee ee e 
w'lole wonld be extremdy difilcnlt without demoeretieing the Btetee* eonetitntione. 

The epeeker here rderred to the politieel ewekening in Myeore end the nmerd 
hermony ezieting between Hindue end non-HIndne. Intenee feith in Hindn 
edigton end eynmthy with ell non-Hindn religione hee been the greet Ideel end 
pceotice of the liyeore Boyel Hindn dyneety, he edded.. The ettitnde of the 
offleiele of Government of Myeore wee impertiel in re^erd to rdigioae qneetione. 

Beferring to the wer in the Menipnr eree, the epeekbr ezpreeeed the Btetee* 
peoplee* eympetby to Menipnr enblects. He hoped thet the Government of Indie 
would releeee Muietme GendhI end other netlonel leedere. He eppeeled to Hindus 
in Ml the Btetee to Joi^^ 3Mte e^miee in overwhelming numbers end be ever 
prepered for ell seorifloee for the protection of the Grown end the Btete. 

Touching upon the food queetioot the epeeker eeid, it wee time the Btetee led 
the provinces in the metterof ^Grow more food** cempdgn. Bnrplne profits eerncd 
within eech Stete whether by individuels or eompenies must be compulsorily 
converted into eheres of en egriculturel compeny to grow more food end bring 
morn lends under eultivetion. This would be e better defietionery meeeure then 
oompnlsoiy deposits in ' the Government treesuries. He elso pleeded for the 
protection of cows. 

The Pbbsidswtial Address 

The following is e summery of the presidentiel eddress delivered by Sj. G. 
Khaparde ; — 

In common perlenee to-dey we speefc of **Indien Indie*’ end **Brltish Indie.** 
*rhet is e necessity— eti ugly necessity ^of the exigency of the moment. We ell 
know thet this is poliitcel end edministretive division of Hindustben. It is by* no 
meens neturel or geogrephicel division. People who live in *'Indien Indie*' ere 
by no meads different from those who live in ^'British Indie.** They ere not of 
different races es the Negrufs end the Mongoliene ere. Tbpy ere not utter etieng- 
ere to one-enotber es the EskimoeB end Hotentots ere. Hindus inhabiting these 
ertifieiel edministrmtivo (Hvisions—the Btetee end the British Indio— have e common 
heritege, common culturcb common traditions, common hebits end customs, even 
common lengusge in many instences, common religion end common loyalty to 
their Mothcr-lend— their Matri-Bhumi, And these common ties ere so eneienti so 
permmnent end so fast that there is no power on Earth thet may loosen them or 
eat them asunder. InspIte of these snifieiel divisions, therefore, of Indian India 
end British India, this holy land of Bhorst is one and indivisible. 

1 shell not take your Urns in dealing In detail with PeUsten. Beyond wien 
assertions of wanting it, I have not seen any logieel eogent reasoning sstabliMiiDg 
tbs aeosHity. possibili^, its territorial extent or benefifee of it to HinoMhaa, 

Absorditt 

Mr. Jinnsh in his recent speech st Aligeih— the gadh of Alis—has, it mtmn, 
reached the lest limite of absurdity, if such there be, when he threatens the Hindns, 
the Viosroy, the British Premier end President Roosevelt with '*very serious oonse- 
quenees,** 'Wolt.** end the *'whole Muslim worid** bang "sblsse**. All this after en 
edmiision in hig interview to the Britieh Preee that tbs gift of PiMsten ley in British 
heads, A strong central Government Is celled en 'Obsession*' of the Hindus. 
Biufl and bluster cannot go luther. A strong central Government for 
ladle has been the "obsession** of the British Government end not merely of the 
Hindus end it is going to persist there inspite of Jinnshs, Of the "very aerions 
eottseqnences'* we know Just e hit too much now, Ws know'.tMr serioasMO end 
the extent of consequeness. It perhaps means e few riots in MiiMlm«raled piw-. 
vioeesi e few elopements of tbs most criminal type both eonaivsd at the loeel 
enthorltise end e lew destexdly end most oownrdly be6k-etebldngt-.tfia ead 
ooatrlbutione of Mnsllm culture— to the flat ertc of the modma world, we hkfa 
yet to know the eenetioas behind these h^-eoundiag tiiieets unless they be Um 
^P khoh-aemeri** Hoors, ^Kfod tioviog** Pethsns, the peeee-loviog Elmbaiii wad 
the "divide** policy of the Mtish whleh aesaui to be the mainstay of HaaUmniiSil 
Mr. Jinaeh has orsetsd end melalelned the maent deadlook by laaisliag that the 

Pdistsa should be ooaesdad ia mfaoiple before it is evmi dieeumsd 'm a l.1 

This in itasll ia unzessonnbli. Having edopM tide attitude he now nmahl 
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fioi thi^ hfl dapends upon tlM Britfadi to compel the Omsrece cad erery body else to 
ceoept hie F^etcn cad farther offere to & Britieh that after hie Fakiatan baa thin 
bm eatablii^ed be will *deal with aad p^bly reach an agreemenl with the Britieh 
Gorernmeat.*’ The bait offered to the Britlih tor bringinfir Pakistan is this offer 
of beinff its slsTe in the future. And ell this ie to be done to spite the Hindas 
of Hindasthea Th s betrays a mentality which Is unworthy of any leader; and 
this is the man to whom Gandhiji is **with ail sincerity*' ready to surrender 
whole of India inclnding the so-called In^n India." Ko words are too strong; to 
condemn this intrigae to barter away Hindusthan’s Hindutwa and her freraom. 
My brothers, haee yon found a .parallel to this in history f 

A refemce to the geographical unity of Hinduathan In a recent speech of the 
Viceroy detirered before the Indian Parliament'* is interpreted as the death-knell 
of Pakistan. Be it so 1 and God be praised for it. But let ua not forget that so 
Ions as the notoriouH Gripps* proposals remaiu the last word that the diplomats 
of England have to say to Hiudnsthsn and eo long as they contain the evil aeede 
of Pakistan, the lurking denger ia there and we cannot afford to neglect it 

We have yet to see the Bchime that reconciles Pakistan to the geographical 
unity. 

Pbculiab Condition 

ThiMmsition of the States is very peoulisr. There is no parallel to it in the 
world. The BriUehers feared or favours the rnler or took sides with or condem- 
ned the eubjecte es the exigencies of times and their interest demanded. Ihe only 
fixed goal has been the estoblishment of British raj and every thing else has hem 
made subservient to it under the guise of nltruism, magnanimity, justice and fair 
play. You muat, therefore, be cautious and not walk into the trap. One of the 
stringa of thia trap ia tied to the apron of the British Premier and the other ia 
tied to the apron of our Mualims’ friend. Gandbiji. British Government has now 
no purpose to be served through the Princes except using tliem as outposts of 
their poorer In peace and sources of money and meant in war though they feared 
.«nd honoured the Priucea in the early atagea of the building of their Empire. 
Gandhiji baa naturally, as a democrat, evinced fondness and regard for ibe welfare 
of the subjects at the coat of the ruling Princes. But in this, there is a system as 
there was a method in Uamlet*B madness. Gandhiji developed solicitude only lor 
the eubjecte of the Hindu Princes. The eubjeota of the so-called Muslim Btates 
does not seem to be any of bis concern. The barrowing tales of misrule, tvranny, 
murders, riots and inequities that reach us from the Muslim Btetes— Muslim be- 
cense the ruler happens to be a Muslim and not because the majority of the 
subjects is Muslim— do not sfiSBOt him. That does not move this great man of 
"faith." His ooly anxiety is to weaken the Hindu Princes. Now if Ghindhiji 
weakens the Hindu Princes and breaks their power and the Britisher strengthens 
the Muslim sbjeots and lends Muslim Princes their support, the trap will be com- 
plete ; tragedy such aa history never saw and the sun never witnessed. I have 
put this in a very brief form, perhaps at the expense of lucidity, but I have done 
so to enable you to gram» at a glance what 1 want to cooiey. 

The relatione S Britieh with the HindusUiani States went through three 
distinct phases as historians record : 

1. **Ring Fenoa" ; which really meant security of the British Empire ( or 
acquisitions ) in its infancy. 1765-1800. 

2. "Subordinate ieolation** ; which was another nsme of British ascendency. 
1800-1657. 

3. "Subordinate Union" ; which meant taking the States in the Empire with- 
out annexing them formally but so completely digesting them an to make 
them a part of the Empire and making them helpless outside the Empire. 
1858 up-to-date. 

The present policy, therefore, comes to this ; prevent a union or combination 
amongst the Priucea : perpetuate their houses ; keep them subordinate ao ae to 
serve the imperial intercata ; eepouee the cause of the eubjecto whenever coovenieut ; 
meke the Princee feel that it is in the interest of the ;ierpetoity of their houses 
that this was being done ; let eubjecte alone, whatever happens to them, where 
the Prince concerned Is amenable to the aervioe and interest of the Empire, 

Setback 

The Government of the Nizam had tried to negotiate with the British' Govern* 
aiient on equal footing and received a repW from Lord Beading that aeUled the 
queetioo perhaps for ell time to come. To» Nizam was told in clear terma that 
Hhe soveraigDty of the British drown Is supreme in India ; and therefore, no Bnler 
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fo Ml Ittdbii Stftte MO jMlIflftblj elalm to otgolioto witti tha BritU Gofannent 
on an aonal fooUBg.** It inrtbme told : “Faninoniitej niuit be penuBOUit.*’ Tbii 
Mtitai tne Prinoea and wa know thdr deatlaj ia not in tbair own handa. 

Now that Federation baa been definitl^ reiacted by the eoferal political partlee 
in Hindnathan. it baa parhapa gone mm na for aver. Thie ia to ba regretted 
beeanae aa Rt. Hod. Blr. Jayakar aaid wbatefer ita defecta it bad one virtue, vt«., 
it cava a pfononneed ma)(mty to tha Hindna at the centra. Any way it waa a 
majority role, and therefore, a democracy whatever ire other limitationa. We do 
not know now what it ia going to be replaced by. We have yet to aee tha recon- 
ciliation of the Orippa* propoaala aa they aland and the geographioal unity aa 
envieagad by tha preaant Vieer<^ and hie pr^aceaaor. Perhapa tha proposal of 
50:S0 repreaentation in provineiiu Governmeota and the Centre will get prominence 
and might be ineieted upon. Our pact enperianee ahowe that behind the **lree 
choice** and **fair play** at way# talked of by the British diplomats and atatesmen, 
there always works a compelling force which, like destiny, guides evanta into a 
predetermined channel and once Britain makes up her mind to taka a certain course, 
all resistance whether from the princes or tha people is mostly waste for want of 
sanction. People of States thermore, and especially Hindus, most wait till the 
picture of tha future appears at. least in ita bold outlines before such internal 
authority, as the princes czerGise^ is touched. 

Yon will be very wise in leaving them alone until a reasonable assurance 
c^mee forth from anthoritative and reliaole quarters that a uniform policy will be 
f.tilowed with respect to all of them by Uie new powers that be. H we land into 
times whan centres of power might be more serviceable than diifbscd democracy, 
wa will repent the: destruction of the authority, such as wa have it, centred in the 
Hindu Princes. This is not as mudi as to say that you should not seek redress 
for your grievaooae or seek Justice or assert yourselves when occasions demanded. 
Bht in> air Hindu States you will be wiee to put a limit on these thingi for e 
while end not provoke tension and bitternese which may at any moment give a 
handle to Iho Britieher to intervene between the prinoee and their people and play 
the* proverbial maakey of tha fable* 

JojDiaious Adtigs 

a word for tha Prinoee if it may not offend againet tha attitude 
of their Hig h nasae a . If they have tha privilege of being the maeteni of their 
peoj^, to them also belong the proud privilege and honour of being the servants 
of me peoi^ They have tha. oavetsd opportunity of being in a position of doing 
good, to nolUioue of hnmenity. Thia ia an opportunity that cemea to man after 
aariaa af iucamatiooa aeoordmg fb our Shsatraa and to wuste it ia a crime before 
God and mao. Parhapa they win do* well to rcaliac the apirit of the times, ths 
flow of tha Kdi that it flowing ovar them and euvalopiDg them and not to wait 
till oampttlalon ia applied; hy world-avanta and oircumstancaa. Wa have 062 Prin- 
ooi and aeeording to tha Informatioo avaHabls from the Butler Oommitlee Report 
onljf 56* ol them have made any attaoipt to regulate their privy purae and fix tha 
ansoBot. Indian Indin covaca 771J0B2 aq« mflaa of area and haa tha population of 
101 par aq. sdla while die density of the populstion cd British India comae to 271 

K aq. mile. Thia ipaaka lor iiaalf and unleis tha Princas mahe aarkraa cffortc. 

fatnra before them ia diccoucsglng. Surely, there la somathiug higher and 
nbblm bsyond the naiiow horim of woman and borsea. 

X do not baltofi that tha Britiahar la gedng to withdraw from Binduithan for 
dia askiag of it ; whether dint asklwg be by the Oongraaa or the League. But what 
wa havl to gumid againat is the introduotiou of a systsmatio oontxoUad ehaoa as 
htqppausd In Msisbar. Kahst. Sind, Bengal and other places. 

Ladim and gendsmen, let ua prepare to enter into the fotnra. A new* hope is 
amglng over ths isnd. A new breath of life is blowing ovar the face of Blmt. 
New aapiradona sra filling oar hearts. Lit ns respond to thaas and not cling to 
raada triad and found broken. The new idaolqgy ia furniehid by the ffludu 
Mahaaabba with the veteran fighter Swatantra^vaer Sevarkar at iu head. Wa do 
not baliava ia ahimaa in saaaon and out of aaaaon. Wa believa in all mama that 
bciog freedom to Hindnaiban. Wa do not dieragard the minorities. Tim have 
their dne piece In the fntare oonedtutioa <d Hindnathan, if they chooae In mka and 
maka do jpraposlarona ehdms and look up to the foreigner to support l|||Bm. As 
our puMent put it pithily which admits of no improvement, we want ||| help of 
the Hualima on our way to onr goal of Swarajyn, but we will not up oor 
puienll, if they come widi uo. If tim fihOQiia tp oppose Gg wa march 

on ksapila of them. Tha formula rune, wUn you if you ooma : ' Wm you if 
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lo ofe to you And tluM who havo c^tab it to tho MthtiibhA htfo gatliAiAd It 
UQ» liM dnwn ■Mrifioet nod hnnowlng AspccioDeeA to whidi nothliig olfA eom- 
OAM noto who liTc in tho tStoteA hnro tho moot eiootlont oppMiiaitj to holp 
the MAhnoobhA. I hoTo oboortod that in ploM whom anm are oanM Imolj 
Miulinio cArry thorn but Hindno do not 1 wat nnablo to ozplain it to myofit. 
In titateo you have tho opportunity of talking nlKtary tidnlng which your 
brethren In Bridoh India have not Demand a free and unbiaaoed pmo. Tho power 
of the prooo ie now bdng Increaalngly felt and wo muit guard that it dooo not go 
in m bandi of cllquoe whieh have their azeo to grind. Prom In tho Staton hio 
^ndioapo that nhouid bo removed In tho Intoroit of their own odmlnlitration. 
Honoured and repreoentative papon like Knari and Mahratta and Maharoiktra 
are oven today prohibited in Hyderabad. Thio to my mind in entirely undefend- 
able and limilar inatanoea are not wanting in other piaoea. 


Bepebbbhtatiow 

You will do well alao to preaa for a repreaentation at aneh eonferenoea aa will 
precede the coming reforme. The Princea may not in all eaaea repreaent their 
eubjectt and in iaimeao and equity they ahould be repreaented by aueh agenta aa 
they may choose. 

I am conversant with grievaneea d! the Hindus in Hyderabad and Bhopal and 
similar States. Articles have of late appeared in papers about aMladminiatration 
there and the iiijuatice they are sabJectM to. But 1 consider it ezpMient to leave 
these matters to be dealt with by the representatlvea of the several States so that 
they speak with knowledge and autborl^. 

*:» I a 1— a . a 




and guesa what la going to happen to Hindusthan after the war. One thing la 
absolutely certain, via. that the “sameneas’* of the world is not going to eontinne 
and Hindusthan cannot .• possibly prove an exception. The umnge is coming 
inapite of Mr. Churchill who declared that he was not presiding over the destinies 
of the Bmpire in order to liquidate it. The whole world is now getting so ooneiae 
that the repercussions that will now follow any event will be far greater, deeper 
and permanent that would have been the ease five year ago. The world arrange- 
ment is going to be a world affair and not the affiiir of Ohurohiirs empire alone. 
World opinion is going to prove a far more effective factor than it hitherto hod 
been and then will come in the economic Interests not only of the British Empire 
bat of everybody else, espwially America, whose money and men are playing such 
an important role in shaping the world’s future. 

Hindusthan 's sgrioulture, her main industry must get ample scope to develop 
and her industries must grow tremendously and increase her purohanng power if 
the ouccess in thio war is. to be measured in terms of increased wealth whtoh 
alone will recoup the exhaustion of the war which England and America will iael 
after its ends. Hindusthan’s rise economically t., c. iuduotrlally and agrienltniaUf. 
is ther^re absolutely ne c es s ary in the interests of the winning nations. And this 
economic rise will not come about unless she is able to control her dmtlny in a 
large measure. To my mind, therefore, it lo evident that Hindusthan's futare la 
bright and glorious* 1 have siways held that the world will not be restored cither 
to peace or prosperity unless Hindusthan shares it herself. That is a beliel in 
whl£l have been Drought up, that is a hilth deep down in my heart jfithoin 
which I cannot breathe. . 1 . 

Let no now march on towards the glorious future awaitiog us and mip 
ouraeiveo to enter it confidently and play our ulotted part for the bettermmt of the 
world. We seek no Empires. We seek not to enslave any people or exploit them 
so that th^ may starve and we may thrive on thrir death. We seek our fraadom 
and, Qod willing, we will find it inspite of those who spite us. 


Mb. V. D. Bataekab’8 Appeal 

Declaring open the first session of the Ail-lndto States Hindu Mah aaa hh a 
Conference in Tadunagar, Mr. V. Z>. Savarkar nsde a pasaionate and 

S irited appeal for conadMating all Hindu States in India which were great aourees 
atrengm to the Hindus. 

Many great empires had existed and vanished, Mr. Savarkar continued, end 
when the day came for Britishers to quit India, it would prove^^ ^ 

Binduo If they had weakened in any way^ the Hindu Statm. T^ Mnalima, ha 
•tated, had begun eoneoilditing Mutlhai States. In Kashmir State, which was a 






roato. Mora ttum 10,000 people, inelnding about 1,000 ladiee, atteoded tbe oon- 
feranoe, which waa hdd in a apacioue paadid. Mr. Bhoopalam Chaudraaddiara 
Setlj wdoonad th^ueeta and delegatea. Meeeagea from Dr. Shyama Praaad 
Mttuio^ Mr. J. Jl. Birla and Mr. D. H. Chi^raeddiaraiah, Pnaident of the 
Mjaora LegielatiTe Council among oihere wme read. After Mr. Bavarkar’a opening 
apeeeh, Mr. B. Q. SQmparde delirared the preeidential addreai. 

Third Day— Shimoga^llth. April 1944 

ftoeeedlnge dc BeaolBtteaa 

The three-day eeaeion of the All-India Btetea Hindu Mahaiahha Oonleranee 
oonoluded after paeoiog aeraral reeolutiona on die lllh. Apri^ 

The firet reaolution ezpreeeed loyalty to the Myaora Throne and the leeond 
waa about the Bldiaaabha attitude and pmloy ^ragaEafalg the demand for Baapon- 
dble Gofernment in Indian Stotee. 

By another veeelntion, the Conference approved the Viceroy’a recent declara- 
tion aa regarda India being one indivisible unit geogrnfaieany and eoonomi^y 
and atroagly opposed and condemned the proposal for rivisection of India. One 
raaolntion deaonneed the oonatont agitation carried on by Mnalima in the Btatea in 
fafoar of Urdu in preferance to the provincial langum and urged the Hindus to 
agitate for the adoption of andeot Sanskrit (Niihta Hindi) as die hn/fua franca dl 
India and not Hindustani. The Conlerenoe adopted a resolution urging the Btetes 
Hindus to seek repeal of the Arms Act and, wherever possible, form national 
defence corps with a view to protecting Hindndom against hostile fOreea both inter- 
nal and external. An appeal was made to the Hindu Prioces^ by another xeadlndon. 
to hold, organise and attend mass Hindu prayers in their respective Btatea once 
a week with a view to instilling in the minds of tbdr Hindu suMects a common 


the Arms Act and, wherever possible, form national 
to prbteoting Hindndom against hostile fdicea both inter- 
eal was made to the Hindu Prioces^ by another xeadlndon. 


to hold, organise and attend mass Hindu prayers in their nspeedve Btatea once 
a week with a view to instilling in the minds of tbdr Hindu suMeets a common 
bomi and devotional cultural unity. The Conference also resolved to agitate for 


the long historical traditions of Indian Btatea, militarisation would go a long way 
for the jpracdcal attainment of Indian independence. Another resolution appealed 
to the Hindu women to preserve the prletiiie imrity and greatnesa of Hindu eul- 
tura and enjoined diem to always carry on their person katori, kirpau or pistol for 
the purpose of eelf-deteoeb 

Before eondndiDg, the open seedon of the Btetes 
addpted two more lesdldtiohs, ons urging upon the 
: ei Aipur imamAately to Introdoee Hindi as promised by the Prime 
ptotebt the ssii|dbas ri^te ef the fiindue of the State and atop the 
:iamnlei undm die prates! of jtown improvement. The reaolQdon alii 
,te.pat ar end to the aad-Hindn poBcy. now e^y ' 
iiiter; TSifi’idtoad ceraiulion requeitea the Nisaas’e 
cent of the Btatea Bervieei 
the 
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to 
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PmMcatto coM t I tn te ia oooMdMiM with 
the Stela B «l>to an finsBlhw aoaaitta of oa aon thoo flltea HHaatetifaa 
ateananrj aanin to allio tho eoBttftalioa ud omoia Bteteo M«iiM»i«h— 
m m praant tba had ofioa a tho aatal ocKulatfw will bt loated te 
Bafrioa oHh Mr. O. V. B o a aha r a Oaaal BaaS^. The -Oooiaaiia ala 
ma^ an aqi^ emaitta with Or. B. B. Momja a ChabaaB aad Dr. P. 
y*****?W“ M^p aad Mr. & G. K^patda a amom to flail and ao^da into 
^ atete, of adUa aoaaaaing Hiadna in raiioa Btetea ad aaake a aaci to 
toe eieeittiTe eommittee ei eerlj m poieibleb Tlie OheirmeD wee eothone^ to 
two lemientBtiTe aembere for neeh Btote ?iiited bj the eommittee for 
pnrpoeei of enqnirj. 

The Myiore State Hiada Mahasablia 


Ifra B. ShiBlmr We Addieee 

**Or|ralee7oiir liTei, mlllteriM your politic etebliehyoiif poUej with Vedle 
Oooneil, Arye Beieeebhe, Arye Vidjeeebhe end Arye Dhermeeebhi’*, eihorled Mr. 
B. Bhenhar Boo in the eontee of hie preeidentlel eddnee to the third eeielon of the 
Myeore Stete Hindu Meheeebhe held in 'Yedn Neeer*. Bhimoge on the lOth. 
April 1144. **Biend nnit^** he edded. **ond« the Uindn benner, emert the 
dignity end tredition of the egelong Hindu culture end etend firmly 
bj the encient Myeore. Throne.** It wee eedition to preeeh FekMen In 
Ifyeoie Stete. Hindue ehould beoome eggreceife end not peraril thrir 
light to be ignored or belittled through cloth end lndifferenee» They ehould 
not enpport the elogen thet Mnellme must be eppeeied ercn et the eupenee of 
Hindu temyeri. 

Mr. Bbenker Reo depreeeted eeperete eleetoretm In Myioie. He finelly eihor* 
ted the Hindue of Myeore Btete to pey loyel ellegienoe to the Myeore Ihrontr end 
eeid thet the ellegienee mneo be beeed not only on the Bnler'e poeemelng * 
militery end police to enforce hie temporel enthorfty, but on eeeonnt of hie being 
the protector end upholder of the encient Hindu cnlturei 

Tlie Ohelrmen of the Beoeption Committee, weleoming the Preeldint end 
deimetce, urged the muoh-needw eociel mforme emong the Hindue like the 
ebcirtion of UDlouchebility, end ohild-merriege end throwing open the templee to 
Di^reieed Ckeiiee. 

Dn. Moonjb oh Demand fob Bbbfonbiblb QoyT. 

Referring to the queetion of Recponeible OoTemmcnt In Btetee, Dr. R. 8, Mm 
In the conree of e preee interrlew, eeid democrecy wee e new thing being Introdi 
into the edminietretion of Indie. Democrecy meent diepereion oi power from the 
heed of the Btete to verioue pertc end ee tuoh Hindu Meheeebhe epprored end 
eppiedeted It But It wee to be looked et from e preotlcel point of Tiew* They 
hed n Goremment in Indie which wee Britleh end therefore muet eee whet Una 
of men were et the heed U the Government of Indie. Reeponelble Government 
diodld be firet introduced Into the premier etete of Hydembed end then Into other 
etetee. Dr. Moooje next referred to the controverey over flege In Myeore jmd qnee* 
tioned ee to who won the bettle of Seringepetem, where Tippo wee Mlled end the 
Myeore Btete wee reinetoted ee Hindu Re). It wee the Mnrethee repriimting the 
Hindue, he eteted, who wou the bettle. TbueiMyeore Btete bed bom built m the 
power, eUll, intelligence end velour of Hindue under the leederehip of Memthne, 


The Sikh^Hindu Milap G>nf erence 

Qpemiiig Pny— 1 ^ - March 1944 


A loiat alM i. aadad M w te jAa toate lip, dyri ga. c» ^Itea 
aa ^ha wat tei nala a call lialwaa aa two UgiilT aarauaa watamaaM 
tea Btoda Mislaid lib BiiaaBdeateBdiBg aaattd Mug Wt 
^ T Siaite*^"te%i!g^ T*T 

^bolli faa Ik. “ 
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ol iftgfiiilve ofcneil of Mmio of oor Moillm frieodf fai pomn. The polMeit uiiIod 
of no two importaat minotite io the lond of PlfO Bifoti ttoiafl m ooaaltatiott 
tiiot oonceded protoetioa to tho molority eommiini^ k the ob» fluOhod to iwrtoie 
the morele of oon-Miielime eferywheie. Let ne— Bikhe end Hfaidoe— be hi 

l^itloi for eeH-preeerTetioo,” eeid Sardar Sant Singh, if. L. A. (Onitrel) pieeidhif et 
the Uindu-t3ikh-MiUp Confereuee held In the epedooe lewae of the Gnmdelte 
Bheren, Lehore on the IM. Xereh 1044. A hnige sethering rquceentiog Che 
two eomihoditiee wee preeent. The Oonferenee ^ae laengiireted by fteje Herendra 
Nath. Many prominent citieeoa were preeent. 

Befeiring to the Oorcminent of India Act of 1035 end the eetabliebnient of 
proflneial autonomy in the Fnniab, he aaid that eafepiiarda profided for a maiority 
community in the conetitntional act of a country wnf left to the Mother of Parlia- 
mente to perpetuate aueh an abeurdity. 

Qod-Sbrt Gift 

The Bardar added, with the introduction of provincial autonomy power fell 
into the hande of thoee who were oppoeed to all aorta of political progreia in the 
country and bad actively aided with the bureaucracy to retain the hold of Britiah 
Imperialiem. One might call it ill-luck for the Punjab but the fact remained 
that feudal ideala, tribal attachmenta and big landlordlam proved to be a deciding 
factor In our Mualim conatituenciea. 

When the Unioniat Party was crumbling the war came to their reacne and 
the Dfdence of India Act waa paaaed granting draatio powera to the provincial 
Governmenta, 6. Sant Sing continued. Membere of the Oongreaa Party in the 
Punjab Aaiembly were put behind the bare. The oppoaition in the Aaaembly waa 
broMn. Thoae who had been backing the Akali Party, loat their nerve. The atroim 
men in the party went behind the bare. The Akali Pa^ loet their anchor. It 
awerved in the direction of co-operation with the Unioniat Government and entered 
Into a pact which came to be known ae **8ikander-Baldev Singh PaoC.** *T am not 
agidnet political bargaining. But in thia pact there waa no political bargaining at 
all. To me it appeim to be an unprecedented political enrrender bv the Akali 
Party to an adminiatration which waa virtually a Mualim adminlatration. A poll- 
Uofld formula unknown to Parliamentary ayatema of Government waa announced 
to the people of the Punjab. While S. Baldev Singh waa to ait with the Govern- 
ment, the men of the Akali Party were allowed to ait with the oppoaition. No 
greater abeurdity waa ever perpetrated by any aenaible political party In any country 
in the world,” he aaid. 

The Sikh politica thua began to crumble einoe 1943, he added. The Pact 
went a long way to atrengthen the hande of the Unioniat Party, while It conaider- 
ably lowerm the preatige of the community. 

The aeoond big blunder committed in the province. S. Singh aaid, -waa the 
launching; of the movement known aa ^Aaad Punjab Movement.” The tUrd big 
blunder that weakened the Akidi Party’a bold on the Sikh m a aa ea waa their policy 
of flirtation with the Mualim League. S. Ajit Singh’a Inclualoii In a purely Mna- 
llm L^ne’a Government in the N. W. F. r., wae the fatal at^. 


Sbaii Gabb 

Theae blunderi, the Sardar aaid, coat the Akali Party tremendonaly in preatiga 
and influence. 

Beviewing the political aituation in the country, S. Sant Singh aaid that today 
**we need a joint, common front agpinat the opponenta of our country’a progreaa.* 

The nceaent provincial adminiatration bad ite run for aeven ycara now, he 
aaid. Under the garb of coalition ministry, a purely Muslim administration waa 
functioning. Under the garb of promoting harmony there waa a pton attempted 
to replace non-Mualims by Mnalims in the key poata of the province. The grie- 
vance waa not that the Muslims were petting the higher jobs but the grievance 
waa why thef were getting them exclusively. The charge against the present ad- 
ministration in the province was that the power was being ao manipulated that 
all places of power must go to the Muslima alone. **Onr funotion to-day la to 
warn the provincial Government of the danger of complete breakdown el : IM tul- 
miniatration if this policy of communal discrimination is peraiated * ^ ^ 

And on our part we should check the further deterioration In the 
members of Services belonging to commonities other than Muslima.' 

S. Bant Singh suggeated : ”In the first place a strong 6ei 

The kdstory of Sorvices of each employee with qualification of 

•uitable section of the Secretariate. It should be the duty of the 
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Sir CMmt Ckand Norang ttumghi that for onlif MOng » eUii of 
f Acloai eliiiMt dtlitr ofttural eohetion or prtttora from onitido wm 
H o woo torrY to toy thot the flindni had loot that natural oohcslon am 
tho naaoii mq other people were treatiog them in eo eliglitiag a maeiieKr The 
Hindua and Blldia eomd not be aepaiate. The Bikha were the aword-arm of the 
Hiodoa. They ware in feet their ehidd and the Gum bad Ininaed a a^cH of 
aoibring aod aaerifiee in them in order to proteet the Hindna. The Hfndha rofe- 
red the Oranth Sahib ae mneh ae the BIkhe did beeanee the Oranth Mih men- 
tiened the giial namea of Bama and Kriabna. It waa the Gnmth 8i^ whkh 
provided atreeg^ and acdaee to the Hindna of the Pnniah el Oe tee of their db^ 
tieaa ]nat aa tSe Bamayan helped the Hindna in the XT. P. and other provineea to 
love and aland by their religion. Bpiritoaliy and enltiiial^ the Hindni and EHte 
wen one ai^d it waa high time that they gave np all teir mioandmetandlnga and 
remained united aa one man. He wiabed the Hindna wmdd naliae the heavy hlewa 
whidi were being given to them to wipe them ont of eaiatenee. Having taiahed 
with the Bnndoei aaid Sir Gokol Ghand, tiioae who wen engaged* hi enatfng a 
golf wonld leaeh the Bikha a aimilar leaaon and treat them in the like manner 
nalen the Hindna and Bikha wen united. He warned the Bikha aggittat faffing 
in the trap which had been laid for them. He waa aorry that lor a petty aom A 
Ba. for the praehar of Gnrmukbi, the Bikbe had anrrandered tbemaalvea to 
the late Sir Sikander Hyat Khan. He naked them to nmember that whereaa they 
wanted to propagate Qnrmnkhi, the Government had made np their mind to tenen 
Arable along with Gnrmukbi and for giving Jhatka jio Bikha they were allowing beef 
to the Mnaiime inatead of allowing them Halal. 

He naked the Hindna to reallae the preaanre from ontaide leat the dream of 
Mr. Jtnnah to role ahould be realiaed. 

Bikbb And Hihdub Ann Onn 


Sardar Sant Singh, in the eonrae of hla oonelnding remarka. said that aplrlt- 
nally, hiatorioally. ealtnrally and politieallv alao the Siub and Hindna weip one. 
Under the Unioniat regime, the Ponlab Hindua and Bikha had been zedneed to a 
poaite whieb if aeeepted would lead them nowhere in the teitleal life of the 
provioee. The Montgomery by-eleetion bad left a leaaon for them and it waa that 
nnleaa the Hindna and Bikha were united now, In fntnie only UoloniatB or their 
men wonld be idtnroed to the legialature and it could well be imagined what it 
wonld mean. While pleading that the righta of the non-Mnalima In the aervioea ahould 
be pioteoted to the ntmoat aa alao their political xigbta, 8. Bant Bingh warned the 
Hindna and Bikha that in caae they did not appreciate the reaiite of Ufa and 
the aignlftcance of what waa happening to them, they wonld be pnt out of ezlat- 
ence aoon. 


The Mahakoflial Hindu Sabha Conference 

BilMpiir— 29th. 9t SOth. Jiunhuc7 1944 

riMUtoMtol AMnw 


lb. faHowlag axtnol, ■» tata horn Dr. A. mitetU l 

ddlfind on oewtlon of tho Mohohoohol Ftorinoial Hiodn Ho bh o OoafmoM 
hdd ot BUMpnr (C P.) oatott. ud aotk. Amt, 1*44 

Tho CkrteMm defniot MtmU» fojn : ‘It it now tim lot o toUghmo nrinl, 

ao dioi an all tUoUw la tmn of thoir 
ndo OM Mdooal eononoo, it Is howanr t Ut dHlhwlt to oadMl 

^t by 4w 'nUgiow miTal." By ita nutfoo of nUoioas torifol, 1 

CbrM»a* JAmMw doas aot awo to a^ that then ia au:; aoo 


tho diilayao tdiidao. If dni ba i 


tba Uno "nlUofla tndmP 


to moat amm of' tf, g(^ to^ ^ 

tho 


Ondo w^d ia Hiadotlhaa, toaladiag a?on the 
' fat ladto ihoeld ha baaad am the n^ooi nrival, that ia 
daInB. if tho aidn of tha Stoiatiaa world ban to ha tanind by 
mini nl flhiliHaaltj and itmllirlj nf thi Mttilnr mali 17 ttaaflitt 
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mitnidly Um Hiadai mail d it wby ba mada to M dial Um aAiia la lha 
Htoda a^d iioal alio ba inmitad bv Iba qdril of HtaduinB. 

pabllo ^oiioiatradon of ua eoaatrj tha Hladaa bata aol 71! ba^aa 
to tbiok la tha apitit of Uia ao-ealM 'rallgiooa xarifal** aa Iba ObiiatiaQa aod & 
Mnalema are doiiia. Tbej axa etilt in the onhodoi ataae of baliaf that tta publia 
adminiatraiion of tha country akould not ba nolntad by conaidaiationa of eommanal 
eontipfaniia aod laoatleliia of raUgiona xoTiTala. Toa Uindaa moat tharafoiir 
now lam to go ont Into the world and davdop tba boldnaaa and franknaae in 
maintaining tM tha Teligiona revlfil in rapret of tba Hindu world muat ba tha 
r^Yiral of Hindu religion. Tbua, in one word, it will be no aln if tha Hindu 
Mabaaabba ware to any that tlia constitution of Hinduatban, tba land of tha Hin- 
^B, abould be baaed upon the Vedaa aa tba oonatitutlona of tba lauda of tha 
Ohrlstianity and lalam are to ba baaed on tha lafifal of theaa laliglona. Of eonraai 
for the protection of their religions and culturea, there are tha formulae fortunately 
erolfcd by the League of Naliona, though now defnnot» which repreceota tha 
combined wladom and atatesmanahip of Europe including England and Ammloa. 

No 81V 

I htTC read of apma crltieiama in respect of my suggestion that It will ba no 
aln, if tha Hindu Mahasabha wera to say that the oonatitution of the Hlndnatban 
abould ba baaed on tha Vedaa. It ia aaid that India ia not a homogeneoua coun- 
try. But then which county ia there io the world which ia homogeneoua, ao far 
aa tha religion is ooocarned f Aretha Arab Nations or tba Arm) Union who 
aspire to blue their conititution on Koran, are homogeneoua t Thera are qnarre- 
nine Christiana and Jaws in those oountrlea— what abont them T In England 
liaeil, ia not tha conatitniion baaed on CSirlatianity and la not tha King in the 
conatitotion raqnirad to take the oath of being the 'Defender of tha Faith/' that ia 
the Protaatant Ohriatianity and not of Boman Oatholic Ohriatianity, thongh ihaia 
are aaferal other religions communities io England T Aa for some people in India 
being violently diaregardltil of the authority 01 the Vadaa, was there aver a civil 
war in India aa it was in England between Boman Catholic Cbriatianity and 
Protaatant Chiiatianiiy t Aa tba Koran and the Bible are tba anored hooka of tha 
Moalema and the Christiana, so ia tha Vedaa tba sacred books of tba Hindna, If 
the Koran and tha Bible are not hopalaaaly inadegnata for the material problama of 
tbair Nations, why should Vedaa alone be conaldcred aa bopeleaaly inadequata for 
tha material problems of India 1 It is fooliab to talk of absurdity or harm 
acoruiug from following tba dictates of one’a own religion in ona*B own country. 

The principles of poat-war recoostruetion ao far as it concarna the Hindu 
world of Hinduathnn moat necsMarily ba briefly 

(1) Bevival of Hinduism, that ia, the VedlsB abould be tba baaia of tha new 
conatitntion, 

(2) Provision of making education easily available to all, both men and 
women, without any exception ao that all tbaaa inatincti which are tha natural 
attribntaa of mind together with tba intallaot and power of.diacrimioaiion of right 
from wfOM ahonid ba developed to their Inlleat poBaibla extent 

(3) with a view to prevent bailies, oovetoua aggraaaorA or mlaohiaf mongers 
from eommlttiDg biaaefacs of public peace eilher by way of creating internal corn- 
morion or of ioriring invasion by external enemlca, tha cult of the development of 
aeicnoca. that ia, the natnriJ inexorable desire of probing into and aolving nnd 
gaining moatm over the myaleriee of tha univeiae ahonid ba kept np and da^ 
lopad ; ao that ttia modem mathi^e of warfare may ba aaaimilatad and the nation 
be made strong nnd ready lor aelf-delenca and lor pnniabing avil-doara. 

(4) AH indnstriea, both major and minor, with ^ their aeopmoaiiimenli of 

acienrific Inveatigatione nnd devefopmenta abould be cstabliahed In India ; ao timt 
tba dapendaney of India npon other nations lor implamenta of aall-dafanoa and 
other naeaea i ti ea of daily ilia ahonid ba blotted out . . « a 

(3) Coumeioa and manufaotorlea ahonid ba ao develop^ aa to ba nbta to 
eomidataly lamova unem^oyment or to radnea It to tlm mmiinnni md 
peraon ahonid be able to get a£qaata food in n ayatam of balMCcd diet for rim 
improvement el hie hiMlth nnd vigour with a view to axoieiaa the avUa of poverty, 

SOLOTKMlS Of IMFASSI 

U 900 look to die ori^ of tho dMdloe|t, it will b. aotiMd tluU It to wMwiy 
the molt of too Oeogmo poltoy^oad noomoiau om-copp^to >> ><• 
to .vdTo iodowMtooM tor lodto. It ito Mid that this dMdIpok woold bo Mlmd 
U IfabMmo OudU and toe aoto;nH toidm wooU bo adaaeid. Bol oroo 
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poite|E Chut ihey tft letentd, then en eiiU tiro cnot hnidln lo Iho the 

ottitMO of the Biltieh OorcraneDt and Ito dldn^Dotion to port with ml power, 
ood the oeeond to the nnoompromieing attitude of Mr. Jinnah and hie Mnaiim 
Leagne. Aa for the nleaae of Mahatna Qandhi and OoDgreaa leadera, the Hindu 
Manaeabha haa been Inoeoiaotly oakina lor their leleaae, bat the point that worries 
ia e r e n aoppoaing that Mahatma OandhI ia releaaed and OTen the Britiah Ooforn- 
ment ia prepared to part with power, aaj, eren unconditionally,— will Mr. Jinnah 
and hia Mualim Leogno come round to ahaka handa with the Oongreea and the 
Hiadn Mahaaabha on terma of equity and Juatlee withoat inaiatiug on their prerioua 
of Pukiatan f 

Whatever that be, the Hindu Mahaaabha in order to do ita ntmoat to co- 
operate with all in aeeurlng National Oovernment haa bean and ia alwaya prepared 
to put all oontroveraial ^points in cold storage untif the war is over and the time 
eomea lor the formulation of a constitution. It ia also prepared to join handa with 
all political partiea for forming an interim National Government on the baaia of 
their proportion in the general population of the country. 

PBAGHIB Or PAK 18 T 1 N 

Aa for Pakiatan, Mr. Jinnah may very well fling threata in the face of the 
Britiah Government to *aeiaa,’ Pakiatan ; but we know the inherent atrengtb of the 
Mnaiim Leagne aa of all otlier i>artiee aa compared with that of the British 
Government, llie ntmoat that we can therefore aay in the matter ia that the 
Hindu Mahaaabha will fight to the utmost and to the last to maintain the integrity 
and unity of India. Mr. Jinnah may go on saying that ‘‘there can bo no com- 
promise on the question of partition and division of ludis,** bnt we have learnt to 
take hia heroic worda with always a grain of salt in the faith that, ultimately, 
finding Hindu Mahaaabha too strong with ita attitude of equity, jnatice. and fair- 
play, Mr. jinnah and the Muslim league will be convinced of the futility of their 
present intransigent attitude and then of the need of cultivating friendship with 
their elder brothers, the majority community of the Hindus. 

But there is one pitfall and it will delay the dawn of sound sense and 
realistic comprehension in the Muslim League of the fundamental bar of justice 
and reason which is represented by the Hindu Mahaaabha. 

It is feared and even openly said that the Oongreea in ita defeatiat mentality 
in respect of the Muslim League, will yield to Mr. Jinnah and agree to ita proposal 
of partition of India into Hindu India and Muslim India. But Mr. Jinnah ia a 
shrewd politician and knows that the Congress baa not any atanding in the matter 
of ^ving away anything concerning communal adjustment however powerful it 
may be, so far as the political matters are concerned. In this controversy the 
position of the Hindu Mahaaabha is unassailable and Mr. Jinnah knows fully about 
ft. Ultimately, he knows, he will have to negotiate with the Hindu .Mahaaabha and 
the duty of the Congress will then oirij be to bless what would have been aettled 
between the Mualim League and the Hindu Mahaaabha. 

NlW BL0QAH8 

Coining of alogana is a method of propaganda which, in practioe, hu been 
found to be most effective. Slogans catch the imagination of the masses who are 
moved by its spirit and meaning, though they may not understand the reaponsibi< 
lities involved. 

In India at present, there are two aueh alogana— one “Quit India" of the 
Oongreea and the other “Divide and Quit India" of the Moslem League. The mass 
followings Routing these slogans of the Oongreea aa well aa of the Muslim League 
are fireA by the meanings conveyed by these slogans. 

But they do not understand the responubilities involved. That part of the 
bnaineaa^ they leave lo their respective leaders. 

The Hindu Mahaaabha has not yet coinsd any such slogan ; it may thereforsL 
be assumed to poaaiMSi an open mind. 

As for the Oongtsis slogan of “ Quit India," it means that the Brittohanv 
commemdng with iZtd Olive up to the Rt. Hon. Mr. Cburefaill and Mr. Ameff limb: 
have establuhed their empire over India during the last, say, 125 yean, both by tteir 
diplomatic skill and by their awords, should give up their empire, simply benaise- 
the Oongreae is pleased to ask for it and the Britlabcn aboulif pack unjlBd gpbaeh 
to their homeland some eeven thousand miles away beyond the seas. |iis m whit 
the Oongreea calls “Independence," and the Oongreae believes that It im*t require 
nny nrmy, thnt ku nny oignnised focoe. to mnintain the Indsp e ndenee thus* 
aseniil Lenving aside In question of fsawillty or otherwise of tiis dogaa of the 
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I Mt hMfaig iM bMi w»m td to aiif tfagn, aitte of too 

iHom Loogoo wHI, I kon totwonoot ood. aoy potoopo 

rUeh wmf oappoct vp liwo^ood^ totoMloii. 


Barbda Hindu Sabha Conference 

PreiUleBlIel Addrete 

The foUowing b e eaminaff of the oreeidentlal epMeh of Or. B. 8. Motmie at 
the Hindn Sabha Oonlerenoe of iBaioda Btatei held at Baroda in the iMt week of 
April 1M4:— 

So mndh hae been aald and written abont: the Hindn llahaeabha and ite 
aotifitiee both bf ite enpportere, aa well ae bp ite opponente that there ie notbiiiK 
left that eonld be eaid to be new in eonoeption or that hae not been prerionelp 
eaid or written. I have, therefore« to aek the Hindne to be united and to be conti- 
nnonelp on the alert. Beoauee no Nation or no oommnnity can lire or thrive 
whieh ie not alwaye on the alert to defend iteelf whenever attacked. 

Bnt of late two eveata have happened and it ie bnt natnrai that the Hindu 
llahaeabha ehould aaeeae the value of tiie reaotiona of theee evente on the part of 
the varione organieatione and on the life of the ffindne. The firet of theee two 
events ie the epeeeh of His Ezeellenoy the Viceroy which is the first of its kind 
since he assumed the Vloeioyatty recently and second is the interview which Mr. 
Jinnah has given quite recently to a correspondent, of a British newspaper. These 
are the impmant events and it wiii be worth one while to analyse their effecte. 

GnoowAvnoAL Uhitt of Ihdia 

Aa for the speech of the Viceroy., tite first thine that is striking is that the 
langnsge and tiie phraseology of the speech b entirely out of line with what we 
have been soenstomed to as coming from Viceroys. The language is straight, clear, 
direct and to the point There ace no diplomatic ambiguities or involutions. 
We must eongratnlate him. Such language can only come from a true soldier, 
though even in him the innate and inveterate love of a Britisher for what may be 
described as inscrutable diplomacy has not left untouched. But whatever diplo- 
macy there may be. one should not forget that there can be no effective diplomacy 
uhlw It is bam on a living eonsciousneso of a forceful eanetion behind, which 
the Viceroy has in ample measure. One thing however ie oertsin that there are no 
ambMtiea eo far aa the language used it eonoerned. The preient Viceroy bse 
oleariy and direetly told both the Hindne and the Mucsnlmsne that **Yoa cannot 
alter geography. From the point of view of defence; of reiathme with the outside 
world, or many internal and external problcme, India is a astural nnit” Though, 
of eonxaep tha indfenoliiMs habit of being alwayi on the alert, innate ia the British 
blood, haa evsntnally snpervoaed and ime kmi say. "Ton used not regard them 
aa ftnal viswii" atiil, at lasSt lor ths prssent, it hav been made olear to both tbs 
Hlados and the Mnssnlmani that whatsver eonatitntioDal devslopmenta may tske 
plaes in inturs^ India, aa tfie VIosroy will bs "a nirited eoontry", and there- 
laie^ then will be a Oaatial G^erameat whieh will be **a Joint Briucb and Indian 
tdkta with the nltiinale reaponalhllity atBl remalaing with the Britieh Parliament.” 
That it may ha said that, eo far aa the Britiaii Government m ooneeraed. they have 
given a ffnA lep^* m iur aa fiaality ean jm in ibis world and also a dead 
ojEdetos to the dqgaaa "Quit IniA” and "Dividb ard Go.” That from the 
Britlah aide, wa now doftnitely, on the one hand, that they will not part with 
powar, and therefori^ than eaanot be independeoee and, on the other, thei there 
will not Im vivleeetloQ, that ia. diviito el India into Moslem India anil Hindu 
India, lo long aa the present Viesroy een help It We must bs thankhil beoansc 
now wo know where we an going to be defiiutely. 

As lor the transfer of power, if we serntfeiM deeper, it is a sfeht for tl^ 
Qoda to tea. Two Britlahiri of mghsst eminaaos and authority spaqb and thoQgb 
th^ speak in diilsmt laagnage, tlm nltimata meaning is tha aaani One of ttea. 
tha p reaeat Vloeroy, aayn: *V^e an bonnd ta Jostiea, in honoar.M*»to hand om 
India to Indian rnle....,.bnt ontll 4e two main Indinn partlWl 1 Hindos and 
Mnianlmaai ) at least esn some to torau, I do not aos nay feiuMdfeta hops of 
piognaa” and ‘Until they can agioa on fee ( fntnrs eonatttntioir| form, the tranafer 
of power eennot be asadeP*. The ollwr, wbo ia not leaa a pengm than Mr. Cfenr* 
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omi aid all Hia haaltby aaaaMd aaatiol 
iHthalaad aaadllioDa ft aabiaiidioa. 

_ jlbbontliMiiili af all U 

^ ( iMt pn. 

. fpUnm qauid tnd flitM.. — ..j wlim l» hatnd tun taoa ttan ttiit 
ihonU b« iar OM oonna ta».^Aagmi all tea wM ioiaai dw TUmaii 
apBBaaaDr. rtha aaaQaanr) daaaUm Ua* iatrlnaa^wlth Inioal ratlilaaiaaaa and 
wnS!iIandtp..!rtUa ia tluS^Sm * foa ItaSoUtf pnSmm formrida « 
tha aihat aad-eaMdalj wa, of Hla lliiii«t|>a. Goaanuaintt ban aot iadalgad aar* 
adfaa la tldi waj at all. 

Ia tUa not a aMda^datjOadiMa-pietaio of abatUtttkiag Blaea ta ladta 
daoBva won dkliatcd and tha Britinaiairan taotaUad aa BnlonT dm wa not 
in tta fl[» of tta diaaam at dafaat and aa^afadoa, aa Ms. Oluuciiill daa* 

eribaaf Wi to eartaialj aot. tha aitiiotloa &» than to indol|o la t<too> 0 (^ atafar* 
aaoou Oaa wa. laaaonaD^ amr hopa for Blada<4loaIim nniw and for tsaauar of 
p owT ty ftp BrtthdOT te ladton haadi.T Thaa than to nm fo^ for ttonght 
to thoao whfr foal that iadaamdaaaa ooaid ba gainod bf aigatotg or by dppiaa&g 
Ms. Jiaaab by gsaatfaig btaa nkbtaa. 

A Oovcim Bcocnmov 

HovaacE. I mka a ao Be nt a tomilldBa Lafe Mt. Jhmaha tha np i m a tatifa 
oc tha ICatlamg and Mahatma Chaidhl if ha wm ta gin up hla daim af tapn- 
MBtiag tha G(uiK|m< aad waia to adanl ta ba m oommoal Bapmaatatin of tha 
Hindao aa Mr. Sinaah ia of tha Maalonai or' Mr. Ba?arkar, PiaBidaat af tha Hinda 
Mdtambha, ail tagatfaar aod ooma to aa aadmluidhig taumg thamaahraa. Lat tham 
dapoalt the doeomtat of agraamciiA wUfaoat dMoaiog tha tanaa to tha Go?ani« 
maoft, with tha Imparlal Bank; and Umd go tagathar to tha Qonnnaaat daoiarfaig 
ttalt tha Kiadoa md tha Maakna han ooma to an amomaiit and aafc for Iba 
tranafar of powar. If tha Gofarnmani wm to agraa, an right aa moeh tha batter i 
bat if tha Gofammant wara still not to agiaa to tranafar, will Mr* Jinnah and 
hia Moalama loin hands with tha Hindna in gnartalling and waning with tha 
GofmmoDt for tha tianafim of pawn t 

Mr. Jinnah ii a wlae man. a worh&j praatioal man. Hakaowa that 
tha Hindna nor tha Modama^ althar riiii^f OK aombinad, can aaana tha 
Qaearnmcnt to anrrandar powai. .... 

HoTlng ao fat dianaaad bdaflj tha maaing problama Id tha poUtba af InMa 
aa a whola, 1 dmold now laj a law woraa about what la agitating dm 
Ai in tha fifaidn StatiOa 

Xu of tbe poiittoa of Briltofaa.*t wbo ato foraigB to India, tha poll* 

parttoolaito tba Btodna of the Hiada Btntos aia oorrying i ‘ 

.jnda for tbo ottabltobmoot of what they eall da o MO t aey aac 
aiaant la tboir re a poot l ta Btatai. 

Hiaiouoii. Vmr Or nm Statm 

U eODiraat with Britiah ia^ tha Htadaa of Hiada Btataa thoald alwayo 
Inap in mind two pdnta ^ 

1 1 ) That tha Frinoa wbo to mltog tha Btataa to a rapnaaatatim of fto 
Hiada Bri of tha past and aa aaeh inoorporatoa in MsuiU ali.traMttona of digatty, 


aad to anfbtiBg and figbttag for ainintaialBK thomadoB^ oaiast fottopppmonto 
who wore oppwng than daring tho paot 800 yaan or lo. Thao tha Huda Frinao 
hSStohToMiS.thoioma Um^ ^ 

■nmaam. ra 


naliona in tha world ontaida India Inapiraa In tha bcM of hia own 
tha Britidiars. who aia at piamnt mling In^ hofo laaa and 
iSScm King teiriQeh tbm is no paralid in anj notion in tha i 

****^&^t^to Hydaiabod.ef _aa otfl onay MaH i tte 

oliii hao mA a prida lor taa Mbam who* ha o^ by tha laaoi^WB of 
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(8) Oemootifly and vluit b odled tlia Bc^pomible OofenHuat on tte Umi 
of wwtara Kationa^ m foma al adaiiDiitnitu)ii which aie quite wm to iadb. 
Thaqgli «a lifce lo.hafe them Introduead in Ilia adminiatration of locBap we amat 
nevar lofisat that Iba laijKcct eommu&ily which ia the Hindu OmnsniHj haa M 
a eaala ajatam which bdoj; peculiar to iiAf and not known anywhem elaa in taa 
world, ia not rary conducive to the waatarn type of damoerM^. 

TaUng thaaa two pointa into eonalderation, my oondnaton in the matter la that 
tha ayatem of democracy and Beaponaibla Gorernment which ia moatly of the 
Brim eoneapftion ahonld finit be introduced in the Oeiitral Government cif Briliab 
India and fa the Provincial Oovemment. After jlbat it abonld Cben be intfodneed 
in tha piamler atata tOi the Niaam. Tha other atatea will automatically follow. 


Htdebabad Awd Kashmir 

In fhia coanaalion, I ahould like to warn my Jdiiida br.Hhien. Hiey ahor.M 
atn^ and try to know v^bat the real motive is which inspiraa MuMuImaua in tiie 
Hydmbad Btmta. on one aide, to oppoaa tha introduction of democracy and Res* 
ponaibla Gbvemment and the aaine Mnaadlmans in tha Eaihmir State, on the 
other, to agitata for democracy and RcapousMe Government. In the Hyderabad 
State the majority, that ia, mare than 90 cent of the aubjecti, an Hindua, but 
the Prince ia a Mucauiman* The converse la the poaition in Kaihmii States that 
if, more than 80 per cent of the anhjeets m Muasulmana and tim Prince is a 
Hindu. 1 hope my Hindu brethren will taka iasaon and warning eoaneyad in the 
two contrary poaitions of the Moasulmans in Ksahmir and the Uydcnlbad SiAke. 

The Hindu Jdahasabha« however, bolds that wimiever politioal devdqpjnents 
may take place in the future, the Hindu Princes are pillars of streoglh fear the 
estmiliahmeut of Hindu Raj in Hindnathan. The Htiulu Mahssabha at daei, 
may eriticise them or find faults with them ; yet the . limit of criticism or fanlt- 
fincing fhotild not be carried to the ezteot of veskening the position of the ffindn 
Prince in his State and in his relations with the Crown Representative of the fiiitieh 
Government of ludia. 


A PBAcncAf. View 

Now I should like to touch on a very delicate matter which eoDoerns only 
the Baroda State, llic Ruling Prince in Biroda State is a Representative of the 
Hindu power which uprooted the for<*tgn empire established and ruling in India 
for more than 500 years and re-established in its place Hindu Raj practically in 
the whole of India before the advent of the British hardly 125 years ago. In the 
asal for social reform which ts a peculiarity more of the Hindne than of the 
Mnssntmans, a law of mono<;nmy only for the Hindus was passed la Baroda. 
Without trying to di^tcriminate on merits of monogamy versus polygamy. 1 believe. 
In the fiat place, it was wrong to pass a law of monogamy which la dswrly 
an unwarranted interference with the Hindu sociology ; and in the second place, 
it Is n greate wrong, I have no hesitation to say, to ask a foreign Government for 
hie dettronemenL If the Prince has broken his own law he haa made himself 
Bible to critiolam but criticism should not be carried to ench an inordinate and 
•nioidil extent 

Do the Hindus pereeive the snioidal bnnn that they are doing though un- 
wittingly. by insisring ou monogamy for the Hindns, white leaving the Muasul- 
mnni free to have as many wivsa aathey may like f 

Have you got the confidence and sanction to make a similar law of monogamy 
oompnlsory lor the Moalemilf 

The laet is that, in India having Mnseulmans and Hindns living tide by tide 
and competing for domination, nothing can be taken as good or bed on merit 
alone until Be eflscta are calculated by the reaction thereby caneed on the Moelem 
Commnnil^ which regarda Hindua as its rivals. 

The Maheraai of Barodat of ewrse, has a naique position of lesprot and 


pmonal dignity wfaidh cannot be affected by the second marriage of the Prince. 
Her Sgfaneca. denite the leoond marria/ic, is all the ^nme the Bajinate, the 


mother of the eubjeets of the State. It la a position of dignity eomparable with 
that of Brltlih Kinjt when be takes tiie oath of *1'he Defender of TaHh” et the 
Bam id aaeeadiag the British throne. We bow in all humility, loyalty and tn^ 
verenoi to Her Highness, the Beimata, thongh we mn aay that there was no bA 
for the Prince to marry again. God may biees the Royal Honae of Barndn. ih 
whhmteS owMumgdu! dfhtsf gratitude hi navlng been mivcd^ it 

from Moilendtation during tie lleghul rule of Aurangaeb. 
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^ Dconngiog Pakiiteii ragina in 

la pwrteflts irliMn Binto'mib a ataorlb aadlhtir lii^ts aad iatamta aia 
baliw ayattBatiaaUy aaeriflaad at tha altar o« aoidid emnaaal opportuaiam. To 
taat tha “toaMaa* oi dw llaalam Laagaa aa leRaida ita aaziaM for O*' wdiara 
of tha ladiaa poeiilo or ovaa tha Haaaataaaa, «o hara lapaatdDy cftrad jmaaoa a ia 
for eloaiag oar raahi, poatpoaioK all eontror e r al al polata rcgndiag wo htoio 
aoaatt t a W o o aadl altar tha mr aad ol imtUag forward a oalM daawnd for Ibubo- 
dlato tnaafac of powar opaaiallj for a rigoroaa aad ojalOBatle piqiaratioa of 
a a ti oo a i d a hna a of ladia aad atOiadioB oTIaiUa^ vaat taaonnaa for Im aeoaowie 
ragiawalioa. not door of aogotiotioo ia offll opaa dtoogh than la Uttlo ehaaeo 
of up ioA aadaratandiag balB|; arrhod at to riaw . of lha aaeoaoaaled maaoar 
la whlah all raaetiooarj aoaieina aio aoaoorand bp oar roleta to pat forth thair 
oapobielie aad aalflah daotaada”. 

Proaoadlagt aad Baadotloaa 

A atroag protaot t^iaol what io tomad oa aa oigaoiaod novo oo Um part of 
tho Moilta laagaa to utoifen with tho laligioao libortiao of tha Hiadoa waa 
muds nt tba OongiMia 

The nein reedliition the Oongmi on the egitetion ngeinet the "Betjertbn 
Fiehieh'* wee ntored by Pandit Qengn Preend, President of the Intemetioiiel 
diynn Lengne, end w« oeoonded end supported bj Phndit Indzi, Gosweni 
Qiimeh Dntt of Ifthoie end Beim fiscbittar lespeoftyelya 

Fandft €hnga ProBad said fhnt '‘Sstynthe Prskeeh** wee e snored rdigions 
book of the whole of the Aryn world end, ee far as he knew* over two end a half 
lakhi of ite copies had already been published in Hindi, bMidee ite trsnslatione 
ia other langnegei. 

Pandif iharo laid that the agihition against the **6a^arethe Piakash** wes 
a polltiDol move by the Mnoliin League and U nuat be nipped in the bnd. 

Gosioomt GonesA Dutt^ a Banataniet leader, assured the i^ngress thst sll 
HMoi, Isfeepeotiee of ceete and ereed, would atand shoulder to shoulder with the 
Jicyn Sania] in the defence of their snored book. 

• The OongieeB eonPlnded on the Itnd. Febniary after passing a nuiid>er 
of Moliilloni affecdng the Aryene. 

By one motuikma the eession condemned Pakistan and opposed propossli for 
difMon of India. 

It xseolTsd to ra'se a fund of two lakhe of rupeea for protection of the “Satyi- 
raidm Prakaeh*’. Promisee and colleetione on ihe^ spot Imnudiately after pneeiag the 
leeoInllMi amounted to about Be. 1,50,000. 

By another resolution, the eeseion resolved to organise an Arjan Veer Dal, 
cena M nn g of one lekh persons within tliree years and to establish 3i000 Arya 
Bamita aH over the conntij. 

The fonrth resolution drew the attention of the Hydenhed GoTemment to the 
aoMMflsis following which Che Aryan Sa^agraha was called of In 1999 and reques- 
ted them to honour those cooditlons. 

^ the last molution, the eeisloa uiged all Aryisns to abolirii the eaete 
eyetem and decided that anybody who happened to be a member of a caste orgs- 
nlmtion dionld not be allowed membership of the Arya Samaj. 

The seerion mointed a snb-committee to see that due coasidmtlon was 
given to Yedie Outum in poet war leeoiistruotion; 

President^ Cendndfaig ilpee^ 

A stmg warning to the Mnillm Leegae to stop interlsring with the religious 
mattere of the Hindus and^ withdraw 'thelt motion against the **6atyarath 
Piidmsh'* was given by Dr. Shyama Fraiad MooimrjBe In hie eonclndtng e p ee w L 

Dr, MifoUiyrjBe eeid that the **8atyMath Prakesh** was a sacred and religions 
ho ck ef a large section of the Indian people in this eonntry and if an attaek came 
from either dSimtion. it would not on» be neleled by tbd Arya Sama] bnt all the 
Htadae througlmt India. He wamdthe Mnslim Leegne not to throw elonee on 

«. iM. iM. 

kaUllSuhlW. xoiWlM IM>S ^ 

tnoi Baagal aad lUoga won wash ditbnat bin wbat appaand to thwik; Tba 
mawtlOBlateyt M bwa mtly w apoB a i b la for kal fa^aok |iA ao 
rll^ to trial wanl^ aad ghvAotUy. 



A. 1. Schedaled Cattei’ Confereifce 


Second Section— Cmwapiir—29tli. & 30th. Jonimrsr 1044 

Tht second session of the Ail-Indis Scbednled CAStes* Oonfmnee wto held 
si Cswnpnr on the ttth« Jsnnsry 1944 under the presldenee of Bso Bshedur 
N, SivaraJ, If. L. A. ( Oentrsl ). 

Opening the proceedings, Mr. Piarelal Kureel, 11.L.A. (Centrsl), Ohairmsn of 
the BeoepUon Oommittee, sud tnst it wss time they retslisM sgsinst sny attempts 
to suppress them. 

Mr. P. N, Rajbhoj, the General Seeretaiy*. ufter reviewing the progress of 
work, in esoh pioviuee, paid a warm triiiute to Dr. Ambedkar for all that he had 
ac'liieved lor the adyanceroent of the comannity. especially since he Joined the 
Uoyernment of India. Appealing for slrenjitbening the t^chediiled Uastea F^eration. 
Mr. Bajbhoj aaid : **We are ten crores and it is oiir aim si>d hope that out mem- 
IxTship must be greater than that of any poUih-al par*y in the country.** 

Hr. 8lyoi^*a AAdrcsa 

Explaining the main demands of his commuinty, Mr. Sirarsi said that te 
creating a aens of security among them the new Ci)nHtituiion must eontaiii preyi- 
sione rreognisiag that the Scheduled Casts were dietinct and aefiaeate (from the 
fliiidua, constituting an important element in th^ natioixil life of India. They must 
he i^oaranteed due representation in the Executive Govern nient and in the public 
servicee in prof^tioo to their needs and importance. They di nianded represent- 
ation iu all legislatures and local bodies by statide by Uie method of separate 
elc«;toratea. Another vital point to which they attaclied the greattst importance wse 
the oetablisfamont of separate bcheduled Oasics villages away from and Indepeo* 
dent of Hindu villages. For the tettlciucnt of hla oomuiiinity members in new 
villsges, it was neceasarv to act up a Settlement CommiaKion, who&c lat^k It would 
be to allot Government land that was cultivable on the new sitei^ *rbe present 
dKisiona in villages must be wiped out if untouclmbiliiv was to disaiifwar ones lor 
all. He thought thst this offered the only solution to the probl^ m. 

Appealing to young men in the community to take up ubiie wmk. Mr. 
Sivarsj aaid tlmt the Federation claimed to voire the feelings ot the community. 
Their women must encourage youths to come fonvAid to shoulder the burden and 
enlist Bupport for the programme and l olicy of ihtir organ iestiou. Expreaslttg hie 
Appreciation of the vaJuable work of Dr. Amb-^dkar as a member of the Govern- 
ment of India for the uplift of his coinmuiiity, Mr. bivaraj icmarktd, tlist for the 
first time, Bcbedulcd Caste men had bt'en sent out on behalf of India to the 
ifii'eting of the Institute of Pacific Brlations Conferenie and to lecture on India's 
war effort in Great Britain and America. The significance of this event ought not 
to be lost sight of by them. It behoved them to support him sud strengthen Dr. 
Ambedfcsr'e haude in the Government of India. 


Besolntione 

The Conference, at iU second silting on the next day, the tOth. Jaanary 
adopted without dissent all the seven resolutions passed eerlier by the BubJeoU 
Committee last night. The diBciiBsioo lasted two hours. 

Mr. Sivaraj, the President moved, at the outset, a resolution of condolence 
on the death of the late Diwan Bahadur Bl. C. liajsli, which was passed all standing. 

A resolution on the Cripps proT>oiiAl8 decisreu that they m a breach M m 
assurance given by the Viceroy in his declaration of August lv40. and stated that 
the Bcb^tiied castes will strongly oppose any impleincniation of the proposals In 
the interim period unless they ere iiiodifiw so as to ^ promise adcqoM repre- 
sentation for scheduled castes in the Central and Proviiicial executives. The leao- 
lution Opposed the Constituent Acsembly proj»oBcd by the Congress and agnid to 
ill the Cripps proposals on the ground tbal it will mean framing of the luluie 
constitution by enste Hindus. ^ u .. m * . 

The Conference by two other resoluUons expressed tteelf empbatieHly egefnet 
the system of begar and forced labour prevalent in India, asked iim wvemmeol 
of India to sei up a committee to investigate with a to. 

by law and asked the bind Government to recogntiw S^eduled (Mm In Sind M 
a mlnori^ and grant them political and educational privileges trhicb a adnority 
was enti tled to. . • 

fnnthw Molntion lappottad tba moluOMt pMMd at tha Nagpur ConfiiWM 
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in 1941. The Oooferwoe celled npon Tefiooe Froriociel Gofenmienti to loHow the 
leed given by the Govecameut of lodie ead define the piopordon which the eohed- 
uled ceetee era entitled to in the proTindel pnblic eervieee end to fix the ennuei 
emouot to be mot on Uutvereity end higher edncetion of echeduled eeete etudentii. 
Begerdiog the Government of Induce poet-wer reeoiietrnotion plene^ e raeolution 
decUred diet raeonetrnclion would be ^*e them end e mockery*’ if it wee not plan- 
ned in a manner ao ae to elevate the economic condition of the ochednled caatce 
in India. « 

While regretting that neiiher the Bengal Government nor the relief commit- 
teee etarted by Hindoa or by Mualimt p^d any attention to the provieton of adeq- 
uate relief to the echeduled caf;ta people in Bi>ngal, the Conference urged the new 
for epecial meaeuree for their relief* Other reaolutioua related to the disability of 
bcheclutetl castea in the matter of reoruitmeiit to combatant forces, especially in the 
Puniab, and the P«in}ab Oiirernment’s refusal to treat eohediiled castes as agricul- 
turists, thereby depriving thrm of the benefit of Uie Land Alienation Act. 

Hpcflking on the resolurion about recruitment of scheduled castes to comba- 
tant formw, Rnrdar 0<tpai (Punjab) in a vehement ai^eeoh asaerted that his 

coiumuiiity yielded to none in martial spirit and yet they suffered from disabilities in 
his province. Decluraig that organised etrength was their vital need, the speaker 
urged their leader. Dr. Ainbedkar, to exert his influanee with the authorities and 
have the reairiutiona removed. 

Speaker! on the various resolutions detailed their experiences from various 
provinces about the sufferings of scheduled castea members and were unanimoas 
in asking them to join the Federation. 

Dr. Ambedkar's nea 

After the resolutiona were disposed of. Dr. Amh$dhar wss presented with welcome 
addressea by three acbcduled castea organiaationa, namely the U. P. Backward 
Classes^ U. P. &bedultxi Castes Students and members of the Reception Committee 
of the All-India Conference. 

Speaking in reply to the vast gathering, which ineluded about fiOO women, for 
sixtyfiva minutes, Dr. Ambedkar aet out the role of hie community in India of the 
future and appealed to youths to forge aaaclioua by developing organiaational 
atrengtfi bebioa the Federation ao that no party, not even the Bntiih Government, 
would dare refuse to recognise their importance In the future scheme of India's 
eouaiitutional development. 

He explained that he attended the Conferanoe aa a gueat on apecial invitation 
and thought it would have been improper had he apokeu earlier in the proceedings. 
He sgreM to place his views, he achled, before the audience only after all the resolu- 
liona were passed by the Gonlerenoe. 

Crowds of visitors swelled up towards the close of diRcusidou on the resoluUons 
und over k‘0,000 people listened clamly to Dr. Ambedkar. 

*^We must resolve that in the free India of the futur^ we will be a rnling 
raea. We refuse to continue to play a role of subservieoM or accept a position in 
which we could be treated aa eommta. not masters'*, declared Dr. Ambedkar. If 
and when a Swaraj Qoverivmeot was eatablished in India, he asserted, Hindus, 
Mnslims and the aeheduled castes, three parties in the country, would abara the 
political power. The deys of domination of one oommnnity over another were 
oertainly over, and he waiiM to make it known t]iat the schMuled castes were 
determined to light for their righta and claim their due share in the administration 
of the country. 

XJnleifii they had political power in their hands, they could not hope to bring 
nbottt the desired improvement in the conditionB of their poverty-stricken people. 
He visusUsed the day when it would he possible to guarantee a minimum wage of 
Bs. 90 a month, provide housing for labour and pensions as an insurinee againat 
old' age to the poor. „ 

'‘Pbetbsbed Hm Oommunitt to Swabaj 

Hfs answer to those critics who asked him to join the Congress was jUniple, 
said Dr. Ambedkar. * I regard as more imimrtsnt the freedom of the ifipmled 
esatee iu India, the eommiifiity which haa been the victim of domhiation and 
oppxeasicm for over two thodSiiad years.” He preferred to work for the Uplift of his 
communi^ rather than for S.ma] for the country. If any leader asmlred him, he 
continued, that ..he was picuparM to take over the responsibility of promoting and 
advancing the interests of m scheduled castes of which he wss proud to be one, 
he would reconsider the position. He refused to recognise aa a leader anyone who 
Tceogniaed caate diatinctiona or religious differences. 
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. Vf* A aftrifcir «MI ^ wpi; 4® ponte otit Ik® «iiiiBi of Ikair mfliMciniet 
rnmjOfg ®f« ® ^ pedirf U tm Ikm^d Th® Hind® Dhttna, lie 

?*•? Wii Hindaiui th®l 

T®owM ^dMiMtlo®e aad a®IOM lliii mB Ik® eom. tb® clotk 

te JOI iajortto perpeli^ mt Ik® ®ek®dalfld oeelae bYoael® Htadas. The poeition 
eTMi lo^. k® lemlted to ®®f, m thol ta ^lleKee Ikey could not Ilf® witk Mlf- 
zoepcet He, IlMeiora, zeileEitod hi® eoofietion that Ibay mnet diecatd Hioduiem 
and lefnae to aabmit t® indiniltiei any loofcer. What ainiek him moat waa that 
hie community atili continnedT to accept ® poeition of humiliaUon only beeanee caete 
Hindna pereiated in domioatfnfs ofe® them. Ha exhorted the people to lely on 
their own atrangth, ahak® off tha.notfon that they were in any way inferior to any 
other community. 

*B€1LD up OnOAHliATlOHAL SnSNOTB" 


Proceeding, Dr. Ambedkar empha^aed the need for building up sanctlona by 
organiaational atrength behind their pediUoai body, the Bchednled Caatee' Federation. 
The Britidi Gofernment, he aaid, waa c? er ready to ahow eoneideration to the Muelima. 
If the Oongieaa leedera. after their releaae, reached aetUement with Mualime on 
Fakietan or a fffty-ilfty baaia agreement what would be the poeition of the 
Bchednied caatea f If they were to aharc political power, they muet be organiied aa 
one eoKd unit before they could oucceBafnlly fight for their due right® in the future 
gofernance of the country. Dr. Ambedkar warned againat the danger of haring too 
many leadem who belicfcd in paper bodiea and paper partiea. 

Streaaing the value of women’a contribution, he obaerved that their movement 
oonld not aueoeed uoleee their women hdped actively the work of , intenaifioation. 
He attached the greateat value to the formation of volunteer corpe in each town 
and village to epread the meeaage of the Conference and carry It to village® even 
200 mile® away from eitlee. He urged that the? mnat realiee their reeponaibility to 
wipe out internal diviaiona among the acheduled caatee when they demanded of 
othere* removal of untouchability. 

Dr. Ambedkar concluded with an appeal to etndente and young men to 
inculcate a epirit of aervice to dieir eommnniw. The taak of ahouldering the future 
burden of welfare of the community would be their® and at no atage whatever 
thdr station or poeition should th^ forget it 

Winding up the proceeding®, Mr. Sivaraj hoped that worker® would spare 
no effbrt to carry the meseage of the Conference to people in villages and educate 
them. He declared the two-day cession closed, amidst shouts in appreciation of 
Dr. Ambedkar's services to his community. 


The Punjab Motlim Students* Federation 

Open Session — Lahore — 18th- March 1944 

Hr. Jlaaah’s Opcnluf Speech 

Aeeuring the Muslim youth that thm had a bright future if they would put 
forth courage and energy, glavaniac the Muslim League and its programme, throw 
away feara and continue to be noited and act under one discipline, mr. iiohd* AU 
Jinnah while Inangurating the Punjeb Muslim Students’ Federation at Lahore on 
the iSIh. Marsh 1944. asked the Mnelim yonth to ebe’<>ge their mentality and their 
notions radically and begin to realise right from now that all of tbein could not 
dmnd or live upon Government jobs. He wanted them to teke to indaetriee and 
commerce in which they were nowhere and where wide avenuee were thrown 
open to all. Mr. Jinnah received an ovation ae be, accompanied by Mr. 

Imam, entered the Pandel, followed 1^ Mnelim etudent guerde with naked eworde 
amidet ahoute of *Qaid-i-Asam Zindaoad.” 

The Punjab Premier, Lt OoL SkUar Hyat Khan fiwanat Mian AhdaX Maya, 
Minister of Education, Byud Amfad AU, Private Phrliesaentexy SsereUry, 
Gazanfar AU, Mian Allah Tar Khan Manltana, Ph^inept®q[ Bad Sx 

Maratab AU wen among thoae who war® atstsd on the dsii. Jh® ^^tutloo 
from th® holy Qaiia® ®no ® poonii tht Ijssgu® li ®d® r humgurutsd Ik® Qpn ie nnoi 
sad q^ohs f®r 75 minutn, 
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TEUB PUNJAB UDBUM BIUDE2m> INDIBATION [umo- 


Mt, JiBBth b«fu bj aspUlaiBC BuA an aaaonnt at tha haan aa4 
nack ha had in Ua Band nt p y in i i, na waa not abia In id awi i ifta ia fcam iSna 
ha wi alwd p r aaa in g and aflkotionata inailatloan. If aanSIna wm taha oraa iha 
waik hem hte he wanM ba tfad to go avaiywhata and bnra ' ‘ 




one by 909 , Hr. JlBOfth iiked the Moilim ttadanto todo thdv vtmoil to 010010 
polltleil ooDidooinoM oaumc tho Mnilim otadonli md do OforjtUne la thoir 
powtt to psepoii them to portoke la die etraggle for the eeUeremeat of PeUiteo 


power to prepare them to portaki 
aad aet aa a oorpoiate body 
lemoroda He told them that the; 
mio nplift of the Moiealmiiia wit 


ia order to hate the gtiefioeee of the etodeote 
ooold oontrlbate greatly to the eoelal aad eooao- 
oot In any manner ptejndieing their atndleo. He 


I nnlift of the Mniealmaiia withont In any manner ptejndieing their atndieOa He 
I eay that the Ponjab etodente had created a new liftb at any lateb in 


Ehoowbagx GooDWtai* 


They nhould eneonrage goodwill among the ▼arloni nationalltiee in India ae 
laid down in their oonetltntion and here Mr. Jinnah claimed that eren the wont 
enemiee ot Muilim India and the Muelim League muet acknowledge In their heart 
of hearti that '*we want peace with Qod and peace with man. We do not wieb to 
harm any non*Mnelim or wrong any one. Bnt we do wiah alio that no one ihonld 
harm or wrong ui.** 

The derelopment ot relationahipe of brotherhood and lympathy with their 
co-religioniati in the independent Muelim eountriei had been enjoined upon them 
by their Prophet and by their religion. Thoee national feeiinge were the bedrock 
or lelam. He wac sorry that even that relationihip was regarded as a part of the 
Pan- Islamic movement and a danger to the whole world and Hindu India. Mr. 
Jinnah said that Muslim India wanted to maintain brotherhood and if any one of 
those eonntries would be in trouble, they would help them and expected that they 
would do the same if Muslim India was in trouble. 


Mr. Jinnah asked the Muslim students to qualify and train themselves acade- 
mioally during the period of their studentship and pass what he called the preli- 
minary examination to make themselves fit for handling bigger problems. He 
asked them to be true to their real mission— studies and not fritter away their time 
because if that time was worsted, it would never come again. He advM the 
students not to be swept off their feet and not to think that any one of them eon Id 
become a leader of Muslim India at once, though it was a good thing to aspire for. 
None of them should pick up catch words and lose his head and think that there 
was no better person than him. If they would do that, they might get applause 
by shouting *‘Down with the Nawabs” and while saying that he was not there to 
defend any Nawabi he had no donbt that it would not help matters. 

While asking the Muslim youths not to play with gallery he asked them to 
remember that politics was one of the moat difficult snbjeets and they must go 
' through the will for year together, l(^or 15 years, before becoming competent to 
tackle their social, economical and political problems. 

**ACBlBVBIinirT8’' ov Lbaodb 


Mr. Jinnah, while telling the Muslim students of his contribution towards 
the arousing of the Musalmani poUtioaliy reported to them the activities of the 
League, which, he claimed, was now the only authoritative organisation of Muslim 
India. They had in spite of all the opposition they had to face, said Mr. Jinnah, 
given to the Muslims one platform unknown heretofore in the history of India 
and given Muslim India a flare under which 99 per cent Muslims were united. 
The LMMSue, he iMd, had taken out the Muslims out of darkness and to-day their 
clear dht and crystalliaed goal was Pakistan, which was now an article of faith 
with the Mussalmans, millions of whom were to-day prmced to fight and give ifo 
thehr lives for its achievement. **In Pakistan lies,’' said Mr. Jinnah, **our defeneC 
our delivery and our destiny and it Is something which will revive the past glocv 
Islam.” Mr. Jinnah deelared : '’Without fear of being taunt^ I say the pWh 
truth is that we want to rule over our homeland and we shall rule.” 

The League, said Mr. Jinnah, was recognised everywhere and hardly a. dn 
passed when it was not mentioned by the Hindu papers aad tha HritiNi and 
American Press. Even if the League was oritioiaed and vilified, it ahowed fhat ita 
crltioi were cooscioua of its exiatenoe. The abuae, the rnisintmietation ind tha 
vUifteadon of the League and its programme were however, eald Mr. Jhihab, de- 
eiiiilng gradually, though, thari were atitl die hard. Ha waa ghtii to w that the 
Muelim eountriaa which treated them with contempt had ooma to UBMataud their 
point of view which they appreciated. 
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to Ite ram^ ll«l liM Hindii imMonlf Intdom ol lodlo 

J Minilf ibo OofVBMBi ol tiM ooootn woo kuMtod ovw lo 

j IMKM sod Mr. JIiiBoh WM »odt Hm ftiil Pmte, l6. Jlnooh «ad Ihol ool 
long ifo no ono omd to llitin to thwu lb daj Iko Toioo of Mnolim Indk wm 
■ ok M l^g iMud ttd nqioolod. bm aeknnlly teiol Ho. howom, od^ «lf 
Mr. Jlnnoh biooM Ibo fliok Piomlir of ladbiirltb kbo Mn&i Indtn ot^^" 
India will bo bop^ tbon it boo ofor boo 


Jmia% Tbn(iiiinTO 

OoBunon^ng bio Dolbi, Konebl ood AUgtib opi 

ooltog tbo okadonto to rood tbom.iio ooid tbol boTlag ootobliohod unto of tbongbl 
ond rawlogy ond donoonotntod Iholr lo?o for Pokloton, Iboj bod to tdko tbo nonk 
itop. Ibo Loogno, bo ooid, hod oppointod tbo ^'OoBmikkio ol lodon* to nolfy ond 
golTonioo tbo octlvitioi of tbo Lioguo ond tbo PorlloBontory Booid to goUo ond 
control thoir porllomonUrj oolifiuio. 

Ono thing which jot romoinod to bo dono ond wbleh bo wonted to do hot 
would not do until rooi eopoblo mon won ovoUoblOb woo the oppointmont of tbo 
Plonning Coniinlttoo» lor wnioh, ho ooid, he nquind not lowyoro or doetoio bnt 
finonelon, oeonomioto, toobnielone ond non with pnetleol knowlodgo, oil of wbogi 
be deioribcd oo Vonunoniol oeienttoto*. Then woo o doorth ol oommordol oelontloto 
in tboir oommunto. Bat tbo oppointmont of onob o eommittoo woo of tbo nbnool 
noeoioity beconoo tbo conditiono of Mnolim Indio in oeemomio life weto moot dop- 
loioble ond whotofor poiition tbey hod In the oeonomie life hod boon woohod oww 
by the nvolonche of the new oeientliic mothodo which hid owept owoy the erode 
motbddo .on which tbo Mnelimo worked, 

Mx, Jinnah, howerer, odd^ &t hlo Plonning Oommltioe wonld not plon ont 
ichemco of hundred thoueondo croreo depending upon the roleoee of Mr. Gondhi ond 
the eotoblishment of o Notionol Government In Indio. Bat it would be o proetl* 
eol body to oee whot could be done under the proiiit olreumotoncoi ond wbot 
futun proopeoto then wen. He oeked the Mnolimoi howoTcr, to lot him know of 
ony Mnolim **oommerclol ooientioto** to bo oppointod to the Oommitteo. 

He odvioed tbo yonng Mnolim otudento to give up thinking in tormo of 
merely being Government oervontSi even though he eMd they moot flgbt tooth end 
noil for thdr ebon in the eervicee, whidi they wen not getting. **Bnt n ba. eon 
get only Be. 80 nt the moot ond if one eon not on hie tie ond collor neotiy bo 
moy get Bo, SCT. He ooked them to nmemoor tbot voot ovooueo won open to 
them in buelneee. He reminded' the MneUm yonthe bow the Hindoo oi^ otben 
wen dominoting buoineeo. He odvleed Mnolim etudente to become etenoi 
Ooneludingt he euggeeted to thoee in power.ln the Punjob tbot 1 
tlmo tbot they diverted ttelr oducotlonol policy ond hod mon end non ( 
ond technicol eoboole. He felt eorry tbot the Muelime bod forgotti 
which woe their own eubject ond to-doy genorolly o Mnolim could 
or oubtroct coneotly. 

Mr. Boniolnno'e Aidnee 

Mr. Jfttmfoc Daulaiana. in the eouroo of ble oddreeo oo Oho ir mon of the 
Beeoption Committoe of the Oonfennee, Uio M^imo won «;« ond wW^^ 
to come to ony reoeonoble ogreement with the Bllto to eotiofy their ooplntioni, 
Ho ODolyeed the three fronte on whidi the Modimo bed to fen n Mnmk 
tbo Hindue, the Biitieb ond the Muelime who ottempted to dimpt the mraM 
unto of thdr notion. Ho worned Muelim etndento not to dn 
in nope or in deepolr. on thdr leglolotnne ond not to be <Uemi^ If Mib 
**PokleUn Minletry** octed too often in o **Bon*PokietoB’* woy. 

Moohfloi’d bMtor to Bnnok 

In the conree of n lotto to Mr. Jinnah, Mmma Moihri^i nyo : **Bfon.le of 


tbo poet monthe hove mode you eoneo o bneeb between to mim 

toelfiiLeoguo o&d 1 hove yet to know if I om tWe -dtoi 

ia tw ^uieelnione ond Hindue muet come to on undwtonding ottWe oiltito 
in order to goin Pddeton oe well oe indopontom lor In^ wG yon In 
r» eto looing thceo prodoni mommte 


oonvielfon 


i. thrt 



na VHB PD1I7AB mrauM siooiitis* FBomnoiv [ lawu- 

Stcond Diy— Laho w I 9dt Maiih 1944 

lff« JblMll*t CtBtIMilC flpBPClh 

Mr. MM. Ali Jvmah ftfa • **booi’' to all Um flattery ohieh the Indieo 
oommniitote had iiidalged In wfUi a vlaw to ^lirlngiag rounds Speakliig at the 
eoneliidiDg aeeeimi of tba Confereaea on the oast day. tba Iflth. Ilaiah, ha apcfloe 
for 66 atinnCea and eonelndad hie afoeeh at I a.Bi. 

*^Tbe Pmmnniata.’* ha aaid, **think wt are foola. Hhaia ia *.aoma {oatifleatfcNi 
in their thiaklBg like that. Bat they are miataken now beeanae the Maeealman 
of the laat 6 or 7 or 10 ycare baa ehangcd and the Oommoniete will not now 
aoeeaed in fooling na. Ibnde off 1 Handa off U I aay, OommaBiata, Handa off lit 
If yon try the eame game, it will hit baek like a boomerang. We do not want 
any flag ezeeptine the Lettoa flag of Oreaoent and Star, lalam ia our guide and 
a eomidete code tor our life. We don’t want any tea or yellow flag. We don’t 
want any lama, aoelallam. communlam or natlonu eoeialiam.” All tbia waa raceired 
with load ohem from the Mnellm atudenta. 

Lbaoww PiBTT nr Punjab AasmiBLT 

Referring to the '’eomplainte he had heard and reeel?ed ahont the Minlatry," 
Mr. Jinnah reealled the daya when, . in apito of hla effbrta and haring come to 
Inhore four timee In 1936, he euelweded In getting only two membera returned on 
the Mualim League ticket to the Prorlnelal Aaaembly. To-day he claimed that 90 
to 06 per cent Mualim membera of the Punjab Aaaembly had aigned the Mualim 
League pledge and formed a Mualim League Far^ which waa under the control 
and diacipline of the AIMndIa Mualim League. The Miniatriea, aaid Mr. Jinnah, 
were their laboratoriea and they were ezrorimenting with them. If their laboratory 
in the Punjab did not work well, aaid Mr. Jinnah, ''we ahall hare to find another 
laboratory”. The Miniateii, the League Parliamentary Partiea, the Prorioclal 
loague and the All-India Lmirae were referred to by Mr. Jinnah ae *parU’ and If 
they mored in harmony, there waa no power on earth which could force upon 
them any conatitutlon which they did not want. Muelim League, he aaid, waa 
certainly at their aenrioe and they ia the League would be preparw to giro up 
their urea. If neoeaaary, for oppoaing any oonatitntioa being foiated upon them 
which they would not accept. 

The Mualim League Party in the Punjab Aaeembly, he aaid, could render 
oerriee not only to the Punjab but to the whole of India alaob beeauae it wae in 
their power to paaa meaauree, by which they eould render lerfice to the MueeaN 
mane who were not getting a fmr deal erenr In the Punjab. Their oonoeience muat 
demand of them, aaid Mr, Jinnah, (referring to the Leader of the League Party 
ill the Aaaembly) to do their duty aa men of their word which thejy had giren and 
to whioh they were pledged. 

They could render aerrioe to the Leane and if they were to take off their 
"coata, the organiaation of the League eould be rerolutioniaed in the Punjab. 

Replying to the queation whether they would do it, Mr. Jinnah aaid : ”Th» 
ought to do It, Make them underatand that they abould do it. They muat do it.’^ 

SiNiBTBB Move 

Hr. Jinnah deecribed the movement In the Punjab to organlae the Jala and 
Rajputa aeparately in different organiaationa aa a *'amlatar move” and aaid : "We 
do not recognlae any kind of diatineticm or any claaalfleation of caatea or tribea. 
The Mualim League ia not going to tolerate or allow anyone to create diarnption 
among the Mnoailmano by aaking them to organiae themaelveB aeparately into 
eaatea or Jrlbea. We reoogniae no one aa a Jat or a Pathan or even aa a Shia or a 
Sunni, we can’t tolerate anyauch caate beii^ created and encouraged beeauae it 
will not be poaaihle to retain jPakiatan if thoah dUtinctlone were mlowed. Theaa 
eaatea are reanonalble for the alaverv of India.” 

Mr. Jinnah added : **It la extraordhiaiy that in the Punjab thia movemanl 
ahonld be atarted by a Jat who clalma that Hindu Jata and Mualim Jata warn eiiii. 
I warn thoae who are trying theae etnietar methoda. Let them know theaa won^io.” 

With regi^ to the cenatltuttou of Pakietan. Mr. Jinnah. while atjfjig hie 
lollowera among the MuaaalmaBa imi to be mlMed, maintained that Hm nuat 
acquire the territory flrat before ttny could frame any conatitiitloii for thim tenitory. 
Quoting the czamfile of A lrtahie la n . Mr. Jinnah earn that ae Kadi? Khan eame 
after AmABullah and endtithomiSn M Baebha Baqa» he got pgaaeaelon of the 
land and then aeted the ”1^” repieaentattvea to what waa calM 

the conatltullOB-maklBf body, wn eat to frame the conetitBtion of Afghankten, 
Mr. Jinnah oaM ttBTM tarn M in Fakblmi and ita aoneSuSon 
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who Mid that Sir Chhotn Bam did not mpraaeot the Mvalim Jata and ha was 
ehanangtd to imt up a candidata in n hj-riaethm anywhara on tha Jal Mahaaabba 
tiekat und look for tha rcault. 

Mj that tha Jat Mabaaabha repraaantcd Mnaliin Jata alao," Mid a Mna« 
iim atndent, *'ia diohonaaty.* Tha Frofiaelal Laagna wm OMtigpted ior baring 
watahad Siom nn-Ialamia aotirltiM gnialiy. 

Somh oihar roMlntlona wan alao adoplad. By ona of tham eonfidanea wm 
nitaratod in Mr« Jimiab* 

Qagi I»a mM tha atndania to ba nady to raapood to tha aall of thair laadar 
whan tha timaeama.for aation. Bafcrring to Lord Warali'a apeaoh ha mid that 
tha geography of aonntrioa wm ahanging amy day. Did not tha geograi^y in 
Burma ohang^ whan It wm aapaiataa mm India. * 

Mnahrlgl-Jlnnah Corroanoadanaa 

Mr. Jinnah in hia reply to AUama Ma$hriqr$ latter aald 

in receipt of your latter of the 18th of Mareh lata laat night and I 
regret ?ery much, indeed, to note that you hare thought fit to aacuM me for haring 
eauaed the breath between the Ehakmra and the Mualim League and further, you 
convey aod Insinuate that 1 am. to use your own ezpreaaion. *in my fury* oppoaed 
to Hindn-Mualim understanding under any oirenmataneea. There is no troth what- 
Hoever in these atlegatione that yon make against me and you should know that 
there ia no justification for It. 1 hare repmtedly made my position elmr by my 
atMtements and sf>eeehea that hara been broadeMt in the preM. 

'^However, as you say. you are open to eonriciion. may I draw your attention 
to the tnH that now tlie All-India Muslim League hat appointed a committee of 
Hction, in whom are vested all the powers of organising the Mnslim League and 
request you to get in touch with the chairman, Nawab Mohamed Ismail Khan, 
whose addroHH is, Mustafa Castle, Meerut. U. P.t or the convener, Nawsbssda 
Liaqaiali Khati, whose address is 8B, Haxdinge Avenue, New Delhi, as they are free 
from oeeiisations and reflections that yon have oast on me, both in hie letter under 
reply and by your previous writing and atatementa that you have iaaoed to the 
p esa heretofore. I not>e that in that atrooapbere they may be able to convince you 
that the poliry and the principles and the programme of the League are in the 
best interest of Mnslim India. I am informed that the full Committee of Action 
ia going to meet at Delhi on the 26th inetant 1 am releasing this letter to the 
firees, as I notice that you have alreedy published yours without wailing for my 
reply.” 

Allaaui Maekiiql’e Letter 

At lama Mashriqt aent the following reply to Mr. Jinnah'i letter:— 

**Yonr rejly )o my letter of last night, received after much [persuasion after 
aixtMn hours, aettlrn that 1 am not to blama for not mMtiog you for an under- 
atandlng betwMU the Musmlmena and tha Hindua, or even batwMn tha Mussal- 
mans themsalvds. My aasertioo, therefoNb that yon mada an attampt to eauM the 
brMch between' the Khaksara and the Mnellm L^ne atanda trne. Please reeon* 
eider the poeiUon In which yon have involved vonnelf by this refnml. I can 
assure you tiiat the Khaksar ia not against the Muelim League in a[>lte of every* 
ihing that haa happened. . 

*Your reference to the ' Committee of Aotion*’ at having been given powers to 
ori^aniM the Muslim Lsaene, la moat amnsing m this isMna that jSa consider the 
Musllne Leagne to be a dtaomaiiiaad bodv to far. 1 aaaore yon that the disorgan* 
iM^ ti lolaly due to yonr inaetion and dmpair, alio. If I may addt to tha ax* 
peolant aentimeata v^on atonM at the ehowe yon make In poblie and the hiidt words 
yem^^ve to them. I ean reipeotfnily assnre that the Mnamlman pnblle la tired 

”i have asked yon te leoonalder yon deeWon not to meet m& bat I nftiiiiiii 
here that I ahsll be ona of yonr llentenanta If yon show real aotfon. As •^- lia Mda 
yonr OommiitM of Aoiion, 1 aball eaclainly give my beM sttantion Ipll if it 
ahowa any action. 

"Aa a last xword I ean only My that if yon. m the QnaM-kiaiif of the 
Mnaaamsna of India, do not show any rsal aetloa m the matter of Binpi*Hnslim 
understanding or In gel^ Pskiatan lor tha Mnaaalmsna, I ahsll bt ^ni^lad to 
the eonelnaion that the MnNsImana of India mast Imvs yon alone ttilMry their 
In^ eleewlMNi , ^ „ 

Yiith beat axpaetadona that t ehall get a moie prompt reply; , 



The Assam Muslim League Conference 

Barpeta— 8lh. and 9th. April 1944 

Presidential Address 


Fnsidlng ow the Aasaai Pro? ineial Muslim League Oonferenee held at Barpeta 
on the till. April tMS, Chaudhury KhaUq uM^Zamandtcitiwd that Pskistan was the only 
effeotif a safeguard for the protection of politioal, cultural, economic hikI religious rights 
of Mnelims against the ragariee of the maiorltp. Pakistan, he thought, would eiieure 
the healthy progress of this aub-oontinent towards real anti IsHting democrscy, tinea 
maioritiea in Pakistan and Hindustan souse would have to behave in a more ree* 
poniible WSJ towards ibe minorities* 

Referring to the Viceroy’s recent referenoe to the gengraphicel nnity of 
Indie, Ghsudhury Khaliq-us-Zaman said that it wae strange that the British Gov- 
ernment which couceded separate electoratea to Muslima on grounds of th««ir 
historical Imnortanoa. should bo found stressing the geograpiiical unity of India 
to rwlst the Muslim elaim. Gsographieal unity had often beou torn into |tieeee 
through all agee and times but mere had been no one so groat or powerful as to 
be able to chanM history, for history atone waa nnohangeabls and sdamant. 

The President said that It wae a matter of some oatiefsetion that some Cou- 
gressmen had started realising that Mutlim India could not be disposed of hy 
merely keeping up an air of anperloritj under the cloak of guardianship of inde- 
pendence and persisting in hollow propaganda both inside India tli rough the 
Hindu preia and outside by eecaring their doutful eympathies of oupoeiilon 
benchee in England and Ammcn. If the report in the press that the attitude of 
tome Oongreesmen who informally asaembM at Allahabad towards the Muslim 
demand waa true* than there waa little dout that a healthy change was taking 
place in the outlook and the realitlee of the situation had begun to bu 
appreciated. 

Continuing the President eaid that some Muelim young men were ansioue to 
define now the form of Pakistan Government. **Hasty etepe in politico are most 
dsngeroue and I would advise my young friends to leave the metter to the iwoplts 
of Pakistan areas with the sinoere belief that those on whom the task of framing 
the eoostitution will fall, will not be found wanting in their love for Islam and 
aenae of responsibility towards the minorities. It is only by pinning our faith in 
the future generation of Moalime that we can work with reel energy for the reallse- 
t on of Muelim Ideals. Let na remember that definition impose limitetione and 
any premature elaboratfon of oonetitutlonal nioetiee may seriously injure the oanse 
of Pakistan.” 

Referring to Palestine, the Preeident eaid that it appeared that for tbs time 
bring ml lanat the British Govaromeot bad shelved the question, but nobody know 
whnt it would do when pressed by Amerlen and world Jewry. He wanted the 
British Government to nndmfitand that any elianga In the policy eviaaged In the 
White Paper of 1999 would not only be follow^ with grave consequenc ca in India 
but outai£in the whole Mnriim world which waa learning the vnlue of unity of 
imrpoce under the wise end eble leadership of Nahaa Paalia. 

BeaoBd Ray— Baaelntfona— Barpeta— 9th. April 1944 

The Oonfarenoe adoptod a leaolntion affirming ita faith in Pakiatan aa its 
pblirical objaeUve and goal and expressing determination to apaie no effort or 
laerifiea for ita achlavement. The Oonferenca farther resolved t^t ft wae **dcfinitaly 
of opinion that the provineee of Bengal and Asenm ehonld be formed into an 
in&mkdmki aovar^ state to be known aa Baatarn Phkiaian.” 

^In an nddraea to the eoniereim Sir Muhaminad fisadnllah, the Chief Minletar. 
axplilned the poritlon of rim Oovemment in regard to what was knwo, at the fine 
nSna for the abolition of whieb n rcsolntion was pmed. Quatt Muhammad /aa 
and tba Nawab cf Mamdat aleo addresaed the (lonferenoe on tea importaaee of 
I Of the Leange nndeq^C training and learning disciplina. 



The Gajra Pakistan Conference 

nm Satrion G«y>— Sth. Aptfl 1944 


PNtIdiiic Oftt the ftret FSkItUui OoDferenee bdd at Qm on the 9th. Aaill 
194A KwdSa Sir Htufimuddb^ oIm M»ieter of Be^l, said that Great Biitein. 
whleh had aooepted and eoneeded the firineiple of Pektetaa for India* would be 
forced to eonoede the Mnaltm demand in foil, in elew of hariog to recognise 
similar demands from other ports of the world. 

"To the Moslims my adrlee is : Do not take anj notiee of the pronoonee- 
meats of retiriog Vieeroys and arm-ebair politielane m England,^ said Bir Masi- 
moddin. **We hare the commitment of toe British Oablnet and it is onr do^ to 
sea that we do not allow the British Gofcmment to go back on their pledge. 

**I also beliere in the theory that it is the dn^ of the Muslim Ministry in 
the majority profinces to so gorem and administer that non-Moslim minceities 
will have no reason to oppose the scheme of Pakietan.'* He cootinned, '*A8 long as 
wo do not come to terms on the Pakistan isene and present a nnlM front the 
trump card will remain in the hands of the British GoTcrnment and we shall be 
fighting a losing battle. Pakistan has become an article of faith with the Muslims, 
and even if Mr. Jinnidi were to try to persnade us to giro it op he will not succeed. 
An agreed and an amicable settlement is, therefoiA the only altematWe with whleh 
to confront the British Qofernment. And In that case, they will find it impossible 
to reject our demands.'* 

Sir Nasimnddin said that be remembered the "terrific struggle that the Bfkar 
Muslims had to pot up during the Oongress regime** and assertM that during the 
Congress regime Muslim rights were trampled upon by the then Government and 
referred speeificidly to the enactments made bv the Oongress Ministry in Introdue- 
ing Joint dectorate and single voting in local bodies agunet the unanimoiis opposi- 
tion of the Muslim minorities ... ..... 

Sir Naiimnddin thought thst there wss no doubt that public opinion wea gsadnally 
voering towaida the ideal of Pakistan. Ihe main objeotiona to Pakistan were under 
(1) seograbbioal unity- (2) economic end financial contadcratlonB and 0) defence. 
Dealing wii^ theee, he aeld : **lt moat be remembered that thie vaat fub-oontlBent 
of India inoludea within It an area of 13 lakha aquare milea, which la 20 timea the 
urea of Great Britain and oontaine a uopolatlon of 400 miliioaa which la equal to 
one-fifth of the populetion of the whole world. In British India atanei ezdnding 
the Indian Btatea, there are two and a half timei aa many people at hi the United 
Btatae of Amerlee. Of ite Provincea, Bombay and Madna are both larger than 
Italy and even the emalleat of the Proviooea— Aaaem la bigger than England. In 
abort any two major provincea in India will be greater in ana and population than 
moat of the Btatea of Enrope. 

"In the paet there had never been a United India with one Central Govern- 
ment. Even now theoretleally eome of the major Indian Btatea enjoy aovereign 
powere and only beoanee there ie a formgn rule, it ia poaaiUe to keep the eemblann 
of a oentral united Government If Independent Sepubltea an poasible in Booth 
America, when the question of geograidkieal unity waa never raised. I eecno reaeon 
why thia ieaue ahonld ba raised in the case of India. From the pomta ef view of 
fiuMoe. economice and defence, Pakietan Government in India will be in a far 
lition tban_ a number of independe^ soversiini Btatea in Europe, 


•liongemMisItion than a number of independent sovenign Btatea in Europe, Asie 
end Bouth America. If Trtmejordania, Iraq, PbieU, Mginm, Holland, Yngoainviab 
Oieehdelovakla and Greece could be indepcudcnl Btatae, then waa no reasoo why 


they conld not have mon than one lodependent (Stale in India. Last of all, we 
have the lateel example of the declaration of Bovict Rneaia which is going to be 
one of the meny eneh exaiaplea In anpport of the demend for mon than one 

lndepro^^te^iu^la^a|^^^^ nppeiaed to them to otganise ihemsehw 
to ndly i^d the benner of the Muslim Lesmia, wbieli alone could lend ibm to 
their ^ and niton them to their rightful dignity and gnatneei. 

**Paklatan la onr UilliiiJI^^d^m have once for all decided to ndiieve it and 
tfamhby eidMiliah a OovecnaMEti utaein Idem would be fne and Ita tenets would 
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liis i -i.H? mot oootfte wif iMriflee for MtbtefiiKoiirchttltlMid 
tlw i*pll®i lid •ijDwt o Ine ftad iodtpendimt 
^^wa^fSta ^ffmat AH fU^ Qmnl teralm of the AIMnto Mntlis Imkoa 
• ddwMhid ttf ■HOod d»y> ainlBc of iIm OonlMoot. 

Nowffkbs^ Idaqnot Al' aoMiUfai^ il^ opirii of PokUlan wot mtniftwt 
;ven in this (^nKraM*l^oo Paoi^of 1916 nnd In the eube^oent dtaand of the 
Mneanlm. ■ for eflMvo entaaerd end pioteetion In nnj oouetliuUon tlint be 
framed for Indin. Ho m ^UA thnt on inllaentlel efiotion' of Hindu iMdeiefiip had 
beftnii to Twiiae ^ in the aiaenao<d muf other anitable aliernativo plan, Mdstan 
waa the oi ly foaHible eolation of tae HInda-Haaltm problem* 

Befet-mce ti« eiitleiama whj Mnaliina in the minoritf pfOfinoea> ahould anpnort 
the demand for PakieUn, the Nnoahaeda edd that PaUatem meant ‘*free lulam and 
a free India” nod it wae beeniiae theae hteida were eberiahed bj every Mnelim that 
Hualuns even fu minority provineea atfOOKly and couatetenily aupporied the 
PaUetiui d emand 


Begum Aizaz Baault addreieine die Conlerance^ urfted womou tOtniiMter atronis 
under the League dag and work ahou.der to abonider with ^e men to ameliorate 
the educational, eoonomie and political conditions, of tlie ^unlitne* 

Haulttna Hamid Badayuni, Byed Zaldr All, Beeietary of the AlMndIa Muellm 
Leagne Liefeace Commirtee, Mr.. LadfUr Babman;. member of tfie Working 
Committee of the All-ludia Mualim League, and Khan Bahadur B. M. temau 
addreaoed the Gonfennea. 

Beeolatiooa were' paiaed reiterating the demand of Fakieien and aoeeptanee 
of the Lahore Beaelntiow and requcating the Frovineial Hultm Leegne and the 
AlMndia Muelhn Leagne Committee of .Action to iKiit>ref>'S upoti the rcepcetive 
Qovesmmenta the neeeaei^ of appmating eomiaunal ratio oHicera to watch and 
aafcgnard the intereet of Muelime and otlier minohtica in the matter of arrvieca 
tmd promotioiie imd to pnbliak aiz meotbly lUte ol ell appobitmcnte and promo- 
iioM made in the pcovsBee. By another resolution the conterence expreesH conocni 
and anxiety at the oHuatton ia Fateatine aad requested the BritiMi ClovornmeiU to 
adhere to the pledgee givew to Mualim India by Hie Muieety’e Ooveuiment 
trough the Viceroy ol Initia. 


Ministerial Developments in Punjab 


Break-down of Jhinah — Khizr Hyat Khan talks 


The Jtnumh^Khizr Ifyai Khtm talks finally broke down at Lahore on the 
27th. April 1944 The Punjab Piemier’a afternoon interview with Mr. M. A. 
Jinnab lasted eighty miiintea* 

Immediately after the Premier left, Mr. JIunah went into a Ci)nferenee with 
nearly twenty Muslim members of the Punieb Assembly , inclnding Sardar 
Shaukat Hyat Khan, Others present at the conference were Nawsbasda Lisquac 
Ali Khan, Oeneral Secretary of Che All-India Muslim Lrsgiie, Mian Bashir Ahmed 
and Kaxi Mohd. Isa, nembera of the Working Committee of the All-India 
Muslim League. 

Mr. Jikpab*8 Btatsmbht 

Mr. M. A. Jinnab, in a statement to the Press issued from Lahore on the 


28lk. April 1944 says ....... 

We (Mr Jinnab and Malik Kbixr Hyat Khan) have had prolonged diaeutelone 
and since my arrival here a second time in eoniinuaiinn of our prerious discussions 
which started as far back as March 19, I met Malik Khizr Jiyat Khan on Amlt 
20 nod he has disenssed the matter with me during half a dozen iui^iewa lasting 
over two houre or three hours on each ocoaeion and be had promised to mve me 
hie fine! reply to-day. He arrived at my liousc this afternoon whra I **bed him 
whnt wna bia final attitade and that of Sir Obhotu £Um and Sardar ^Idev Bingh 
regarding the propoeale which I hnd placed before him and tjem. He then ver- 
iialiy told me many things and I suggeated that in fairuass to him and m It la 
better that he should give me the finiS rc[dy in. writing so that there abtwd be 
no zoom for any miaunderetanding. Aecoraiody wh«i b« 1 dtototoA n 

i\ letter to my private secretary. It was typed and handed Oftt to lUM on Wh 
tiitdcraianding that be will let me have e final leply In writing by 9 o eloek to* 



SOB J11IK^-KHI2R HYAT SHAN TALKS I LAaou- 

iSi(jtAf m I Bide il eletr to Uai that wt Aad dlmaied the wMe atuaim thnad- 
tea «ad littt It via aot iwaAla for am to wait anjr Soa«ai, aafieeUv oa I woa 
hoiiDBd la iaafa far SbllBot lo-ioanow^ Sa pwB t aaa to tot »a ha?e hw raolf tv 9 
a^doak tOHili^t 1 called lor lha lafiy aad at 9>20 |».iil 1 raai; Idia up 
dud I had oot raeelfad froai him tha praadaed reply 1 a writiog. Madi to ay 
ao rpffaa ^ oa the tatophODa ha iaformad me that he had no aapiy to fpra azeept 
irtmt ha had told m foilMdly* Ihareopoa 1 aant hhn a latter, aama dote, afier tJda 
teiephoato eoaaanatloo belweeo him mid me at ahont MO pja. 1 laot thia letter 
«lm a reapoadbla penon to Baake aura tibat it fraa ddivened to him. Wheo he 
meat thera Malik Uiar Hyat Kfaao dteliaed to aekaowtodisa afaa ttm laee^ of Ab 
tollar oa a Blip ef paper whkh waa aeot aloof widi tha totter. I had aniB 
to aaad the Namab mihiBdot, Pmaldeot oi Ike iraojab Pfeoaiaeial Hwritoi Leagae 
and Mumtaa DaulatoBa; x. l. A., witti the totter and the flip on wfaieh he woe 
laqpeated to aekoowtod^ the raeaipt. bat ha agalB dedhied to alfm tha raodpl and 
rmre the letter. 1 had to aend diem a aeeond time to deliver the letter perBonally 
to Malik Khlsr Hyat Khan and endorae upon that acknowledgment allp that they 
had, in fact, delivered the letter pemonall]r to him. ThIa waa on April 27 at 11 p.m. 
and their andmemeat mna aa follova: ^We have personally ddivered this letter 
to Bialik Khiar Hyat Khan on April 27. 1944 at 11 p.m. and ha refcuwa to ack- 
nowledge receipt cd it. Therefore, we hereby etate that we have, in fact, delivered 
the totter to him pereooally and certify to that effect (6d.) Iftikhar Hussain Khan 
and Mnmtaa Danlatana." 

Midik Khiar Hyat Khan has neittier answered my first letter of April 27, 
whieh WM delivered to him personally to-day nor my second letter of which he 
rofnsed to acknowledge the receipt giving the final reply In writing as to what Sir 
OUotn Ram, Saxdar Baldev Singh and he himself had to say with regard to the 
propoeale of onre which now had been the subject matter of discussion simte my 
arrival in Lahore and had been discussed threadbare. As Malik Ehisr Hyat has 
not replied to me yet— 00-90 hours—it is now for the Muslim League to decide 
what course of action they should take. 

Mb. JiNNABt Lbttbbs to the Pbbmieb 

The following la the text of the letter delivered personally by BIr. Jinnah to 
Bialik Khiar Hyat Khan : 

**We have had prolonged discussions and 1 shall feel obliged if you will be 
good enough to let me know your final decision with regard to the three points 
which are as follows : (1) That every member of the Muslim League Party in the 
Punjab Assembly ahould declare that he owea bis allegiance solely to the Muslim 
League Party In the Aoaembly and not to the Unionist Party or any other poll- 
ttoal party. (2) That the praaent label of the coalition ahould be dropped, namely, 
the '^unionist Party*’. (3) That die name of the proposed coalition Party ahould be 
the Muslim League Ooalition Party. 

**Pleaae let me know to what extent Sir Obottu Ram and Sardar Baldev Singh 
agree with all these three propocala or any of them and also whether yon agree 
with all these three proposals or any of them. I hope that yon will tot me Save 
yonr reply by this evening, aa it ia not possible to wait any longer.” 

. The following to the text of the second letter addressed by Mr. Jinnah to 
Malik Khixr Hyat Khan which Um Nawab of Msuidot an4 Mr. Mumtaz Daulatana 
went to deliver to the Premier : 

”Yop promised to send me your reply to my letter dated April 27, which 
was given to you this afternoon, by 9 o'clock the Isteet to-night and I waited for 
it and rang you up that I wae waiting for a reply beeanse it waa nearly 9-20 p.m. 
I reeeivea an answer from yon that you have no reply to give, except what yon 
told me verbklly. Tfutt ie going back on the promise to give me yonr reply in 
writing. Ton eeia eo meny things verhaliy that U was impossible to know what 
yonr pomtion was. 1 onea more request you to give me your reply in writing and 
u 1 do hot hear from yoa immediately In reply to this letter I shall oonclude^that 
yon do not aeoept the three propoiale or any of them that were made in my letter 
and in view of thfe ttie Miieltm League uow will have to decide as to what eouree 
of aetioo they should adopt.” 

Pbbmibb Explains Stand f 

Maiik KhUar Hmi Khan, Premier of. the Punjab In a lengthy^statement, 
explains the ressons lor hie inability'to aecept Mr. JtnnoA'e proposals. Be says : 

Tm XJuiuuw; r»7ty Hmm iouiided by tile lato Jfion Sir Fazli aussom to 
Deosmber 192S. TIM ol^ wm to have an Assembly Party on a non-commnnal 
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. U . J»*^*“* »“* wyM , Mrtify tta 1 o|m4W ( 

Iteiab in the odnMOoiwI, eeomMnk ud poUtlMd iplMm p( lift. 

totaiet of thto ImiSt^H im Sw rininc lBt«w3ltlM - 
deft|0|ia«t both betwoeii ^ anitaltmtl and eommnial aantt and bttwwa Iba 
nnd aad arbra ana^ With tbit l»oad dittiattioa, tbt late ANoa SoMk tOB)ite 

adaaiaittiatift piSS 

of Qm GOTmiatBt. fot ba perenved furtberuat in vadn-dod waa not oonflaad 
aithtr to agiienltaral daNta or to rural ataaa. Tbaraiota, bo dtaeribed the dtatiaation 
at ona iMwaen *;iia?ea" and "hara-nota.’* Bo atatad tha ob]aeti*« oi Ut polioj oa 
Mag tto opadal eare of baekwaid olaataa, imaiiaoltfo of oaate or eraad aad of 
taekward mat incapc^ro of lomtion. It to happened that aaioag badcawd 
daaan tte Hnaliau predominated. Thia aopplied the Milieal opponanta of Miaa 
Sir Fatli Hotaain with a loop>hole to enggeat that the Unmtot Patty waa a 
eominuDal party and waa deaignad ipceideairy to piomote tha intaaatla of the 
Mauim eommanity. Bat there were many clenee anons Hindoe m weH ee mODK 
Bikhe who were equally backward and to whom Mian Sir Fhcll Hoaaain*a polloy 
and programme mode a very atrong natnral appeal. Thua the Unioniet Party woe 
lonnded on oonnd principlei and worked for the benefit of MntHme at a wltole and 
for the backward among all communiiieo. 

After having completed hie term In the Government of Indio, Mian Sir FotU 
Hneoain returns to the Punjab in April, 10215. He wai preiied by hte lifelong 
friendfi and aeeociatee, iiiclnding Sir Shahabuddin, Sir flroi Khan Noona the late 
Sir Sikander Uyat Khan, the late Nawab of Mamdot and the late Mian Ahmad Yar 
Khan Daultana to re-enter politico and reorgonioe the Unioniet Party and oet in 
train the neceeeary arratigemente for the coming electione. He agreed etrietly on 
the condition that individual membero would not allow thair peroonal jeolonilaa to 
impair their loyalty towarde the Party and their province. Thongh preeaed in 
some quartere to atari a purely communal orgonioation be wot unwilling to 
accept thie auggeetion. 

In the spring of 1936 Mr. Jinnah spent a eonaideiable time at Lahore trying 
to persuade the late Sir Fazli Hussain to run oandidatea on the Muslim Loogne 
ticket and to enter into an alliance with non-Mntlim groups os soon oi the 
results of the general electiona were known. The late Mian Sahib deollnod to 
accept the suggeation on the ground that a natural alliance fitted to the 
peculiar economic and social conditions of the Punjab was already in exiitenee for 
the benefit of Muelime in the shape of the Unioniit Party. Sir Fasli Uniialn 
undertook to render all possible help to the Moelim League in all- India offotra but 
declined to have purely communal psrtiea in the Punjab and the Muslime of the 
Punjab decided to follow the lead of Sir Fszli Hussain and stood by the Unionist 
Party. Mr. Jinnah ran some candidates on the Muelim League ticket but only 
two oncceedcd and aubsequenxly one joined the Unionist Party, 

Exactly the same question is raised again to-dsy some seven years later in 
the form of Mr. Jinnah's demand, originate on the initiatife of a few intecestid 
peraone siid like Sir Fszli Huesoin and for the same reosone 1 am nnoble to 
accept thie demand which it contrary to tha best ioteretta of the Muslime of tm 
province, who should refuse to be divided among themselfei or to oeoept outiide 
interference to their detriment. 

SiKiNDBa— JunrAB Paot 

The first general electiona under the Government of India 
in no Mnslim League Ministry being formed, which eeverelv hondiMpped the 
llneltm Laagoa aBdiia leader, m. Jinnab. in all dlaenaaiooa na^tettat of 
aa all'India ohaiaetar. In Oetoto, 1987, to aaat ^ ctitidMi a wa tolag Ito . 
Jiinoh'a oUtoa oa the aeerodWed Hndim laadar anabla bto to nwMt 

tha whola Moalim eommnnlCT and lattia tarma wltt otte wUaa to 

8ir Sikandtr Byot JCaon eonelndad tfaa Sikander-JiaaM Paot. ^ Paat 
MBoad to tbo CoBoeil of tho AII*Iadis Maalla loagoo J5i**taaBoa8. 
Boda to It iwwatadly to cawoDaiUo l^ofm 

0119 rooudlotioo fiEoaa Bir. Jlaoah or tbe 'Lroguo Itaalf. Tbo Paol orofldad to ot pa 
bit lataiB to too Pnojab. BIr Sikanda Hyal tbM 

of hia Pottr and adriaa all Moalia nanancfo of tM iwn, «M am 

_jtoori to ^^Muolha hmpe ohaody. to algB Ik wod yd ^ iU JCto 

lOatoiiy irrH **"** to looetoio ooeontog to tot t«aa to too 8ikoodic>Jtem P^ 

to laas aflar too aaioatnaato daoib to 8lr Sikoodor Boot Naaa>Jk 
U. Naiok ita. aiiar wo ,, hmi^ loagM at DaM, 


to tha All'ladia OoaoeU i 



2^ JIXNAH-^KBIZR HTAT khan talks [ LAROES- 

vEile fMiUltiifS tlio SikinteJiiiBali. FEet, tild thai eoottltntiooallf the AlEHitm 
LcaiSiic Parly wm in ezintenee, thoofEli It dli not fanetion properly aa It onaht to 
I aaenrrd the Council that I would put Itfa into the Party and oonadlidatB it and 
Mag It up 10 a atandard worthy of the great organlaatlon of the Mnalim Leagne 
•ad the Mnelima of the Piiii}ab and aerre the true iotereate of the Mnelima. The 
C^a-Afam, in return, aaaared me that he would stnnd by the Sikander-Jinnah 
i'aot and the name and the programme of the Uaioaiat Par^, and alio agreed not 
10 interfere in provincial affaire. On my retnra to the rnnjab in a full Oablnet 
meeting, I placed the facte before my collcegitea and conveyed to them the af>eu- 
ranvte riven to me by Mr. Jin nab. ^lereefter I forthwith implemcated my aeeu- 
liinctw to Mr. Jiiiuah by eonetitotinjg the Mnalim Leagiie Aaeembly Pariv and at 
ita flrat meeting the uadeKtandiiig arrived at between me and Mr. Jinnah wee 
tinatiinnmely approved by the Party. At the next meeting of the Mnelim League 
Party when the lulee and regnUiitine were being framed the Sikander-Jinnah Pact 
waa unanimoualy approved aa binding on all concerned. 

Me. JniVAB*B *'rOTALirAEIAlll’* Methoob 

The qnealion whether the Sikander Jinnah Pact should be made a part of the 
rulea and regnlatioha was * put to vote in tha Mnalim League Party meeting and 
carried by a majority of 52 againat 7. Mr. Jinnah now propoaei to repudiate the 
Pact and wiihea that I ahoiud convey to my non-Mnalim eolleagnea a mesaage 
that tha pl'dgcd word, of the Mnalim coranmiiity, pledged through the League 
vlonncil, apvrovvti hy the Qaidc^Azam and conveyed through me ahould no longer 
lie readied. 1 aa a true MtieUm and a follower of the Prophet of lalam will not 
be gnuty of a hrcfich o£ faith. Mr. Jinnah now wiahea to interfere in provincial 
itff lira and diatnib the inner working of the Miniarerial Party. Tbia attitnde baa 
noliiMificatioii and ravoirra of dictatorahip and totalitarian methods. 1 have reitera- 
ted on aeveinl occut^iona that 1 am prepared to extend my whole-hearted and fnlleat 
sujiiport to the Qaida- Azam and the League in all queationi which relate to the 
weltare of the Muslim community and to etrengthen and to enliren tlie organiaa- 
lion of the Mnalim League in the Punjab. It ia not poaaibla for me to accept a 
demand involving iiitericrence in provincial affairs -and the inner working of the 
MiniHteriHl Party formed under the Sikander-Jinnah Pact 1‘his would be contrary 
to the aceepied democratic principle that the wiahea of tha electorate and the 
Legislatnre should pc'^vail. 

Luring the vouiac of my recent talks with Mr. Jinnah. I have very faithfully 
^ndfavonred prcpcr'rc and promote the Iwst inteVeata of my commiiniiy and my 
province aiiii the ronciirrence of mj iion-Mualim eolleagnea. J have tried b^t 
to come to a aeitlcro iii fair to all concerned, bat 1 regret to any that Mr. Jinnah 
baa refused to agree and aa his refusal waa not in the beat interests of the Miialima 
of this province, 1 have no option but to continue to aerve the Punjab MuslimB as 
before to the best of my ability. 

Beeacb of Faith to Cbanoi Paett*b Name 

Under the Sikander-Jinnah Pact it waa clearly underaiood that the fo niation 
of the MuBliin League Assembly Party *wiU not affeei the contiuuauci* ot the 
present cimlition of the Uiiionlat Party** and also tliat '^the existing i*ombiiiatioii 
ahall maiutaiii its present name— the ‘Unioniat Party.* Mr. Jinnah now desires 
that the name should be chaiigrd to **tbe Mnalim Lvague Coalition.** This U vio- 
lation of the Sikander-Jinnah Pact and contrary to»Bll commitmenke made to my 
non-Mnalim collcsgiua by my revered prcdeceaaor, the late Sir Sikander Hyat Khan 
and by myielf for a iwrtod eg well over six yaare. The only material point ia that 
the Muslim League rather than the Unionist Party ahonld be legarded as the 
primary and the only ijHlIitieal party of the Muslima in the Ponjab. My non-.MuHlim 
colleaguca agreed to this and it alauda to the credit of their earnest dmire for co- 
opi^rauon with the Muslims of this province that they agread to eo-operate with the 
Mnalim League ee the only Mnelim Party in the Punjab and to eo-opeiata with it 
in tanning the Government of this raovince for the dpration of Uie war. It it 
highly regrettable that no use ahonld be mnde of this eebievameot end that instead 
I ahould he invited to be guilty of a breaeh of promiee to the other commiinitiea 
of the Punjab by forming a Mnalim League Ooaliiion Minietry. 

The iwopoera agreement would have secured the wishes A the Muslim League 
and its grenteat merit would have heeu to maintain complete unity within the 
Mnalim cemmnnlty, wbiefa has been the Moat significant fkntuie of the pijhtieal 
Ifle of the Punjab. £ver sines 1028, the Mnelima have been hnited nnw one 
banner and have asarched .from atimigth to atrengtbr It ia aatiiily dna to the 
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■i tf ir ;ii I • ■ nt tue ITnionUt Party, apraMl orar • iwriod of tvmty one vp«r • 

.Musiiiii commauity of the Punjub rftn now (lonipiire f«vou:«iUiv 
■ II I uitv I ■ PI f*r evvn rl«-whnre ood the feet thit MiiHlima ere the piHdomiiiaiu 

h: Id •« firely n'copiijied. 

Move to Disrupt Eeistihq Unitt 

.>■ r. I Ti* viBtsnce, ivhen et the end of 1942, eslamity befell ihc proviiiiv in 
•: ii r uie Premier it was the moat senior member of the 0«biiiet (Sir 

< ■ sUio ehnum have filleil the place, but it aae a Mualini who eiici*eKl«'a 

va 1 p. It ia this niiily and fttrenKth of the Punjab Muslims thit it is nor 

• dlsiLipt. Within the #yistinR combination on the Koldeti i rifi dp!** pI 
If. ixfkvaid clafses and bi.p.kward areas the Muslims have svciireil il'e eiiHci- 

i oountlo^ mdasurea ahicli iinvo proved to be of the gresteat benHii to tlieot 

^ his would not be ixMsible wi*h an iiiiatable and wesk Lf^aicne coaliiion, ahi* li 
M ii\ miiat place greater reliance on non-repreaeiitative nou-Muslime nquirfil ip 
' a;., n Ministn with the normal AUislim majority in the l<p^isiaturk'. 

Tite fact ml I have found it impossible to accept Mr. Jinnah s demand docs 
ncau tiiat our ultimate objective namely, the cultural proteutioii and eeononiii* 
iment of the Muslim masses, is different. There is no conflict between the 
dim League Party (as governed by the Pact) and the iicague itse lf on any qncH 

• of principle but disaffected persons with the League are trying to nau the 
•c oi Qaide-Aziim for their own ends. We differ in our meihotls of implcmcn* 

r.:' the. League programme. The AlLlndia Mualim League resoluiion of 
. Urly known at the Pakistan Kesolution, ia the iheet anchor of Muslims In ib** 
•.jib At elaewheic. I have on countless occasions declared my faith in it ami 1 
. ose to arand by it. The Mualims of the Punjab must have the ripia of self* 
■rminAtion Mr. Jinnah has refused categorically lo agree to sny possible 
:p;ioii and has insisted on a ^liCague Ooalition Ministry** rejecting my offer, made 
ish the concurrence of my non-Mualim collesgea, to name the existing comliiiiHtion 
. ** Unionist Ooalition Ministry/' i asked for alteiuatives to be put to tny collc- 
but in vain. 

A PPKAL TO MuSLIMR 

1 appeal, therefore, to the sturdy ccmmotisense of the Muslims of the l*iin]ub 

0 continue to support the Muslim League Party which forms the huik of the 
linisterial Party ci'nstituted nndt r the Pact, as they have always doi«e mid Ttrvst 

.'o now with re^donbled vieour in ord«r that the war e ort of llte Puiij;>h, which 
' ;is been the outstanding feature of that Party, sitioe the nitbreak of the war, 
should in no way be relaxed. *l'hie is in full accordance with the traditions which 
i!V< made the Tunjai* famous in the psst^ The Japanrse aggrvasor hi on *he soil 
r ti^dis and if at thin strgp ell of ns Funjabia do not co-operate t<» coi.tiiiue our 
loriouB contribution to the war effort, tlicre would be dark dtvs ahead not. only 
this province but for tiic whole of India. Tbe disunity of oifferent commnnities 
•an only apell disaster; the nnbirterxncnt of non-Mualims and the intensification 
r communal hatred leading, ».s post history has amply shown, to bloodshed and 

< isorder. Men’s minds will be turned not lo fighting the enemy but to flghtin<; 
ii«*ir neighbours. Tbe peace nt mind of Punjab soldiers serving in the arnty wiil 

'.c destroyed. Instead of growing harmony there will be chaos And liow will it 
c ,^t iiclp to Muslims cls' whtre in India if Punjab Mualims now forsake Uieir 
ni-Muslim friends nod irriiidicc The peace of this province? WiP this inclipc 
t.ie leaders of the other ctmmiinities predominating elsewhere to treat t):cir 
. i .'iibours with f(ubehifiii'*c. o’lii rcsT>ect? This is no time for fH?tly squabble and 
tiic»bot ror MKiVini! a and united effort to do our duty to onr «‘r»ijiaiy 

l/x. u’iilcul sla;; of tbr wr.r slid to consolidate tbe Muslims for the cMir- 
sir.v; r.hcat. for v.hich we are all united. 

1 he Punjab Muslim League G>nference 

Resolutions— Sialkot-—30tlL April 1944 

The open session of the Pui jab MaaUm Lesroe Conference held at Bialko' 
on the Mth. April 1944 passed two resolutions. The first lesolution deplored the 
tfhol** attitude and action of Mcilik Khisr Hyst Khan snd tbs second cahed upon 
rvet V in<>n)ber rd the Punjab Assembly to dselnra that he owed sllegiance solely to 
le Alusliiii League Psr.y in the Assembly rad not to tte Untoist Psrly or sny 
Ahi'r tbit the present Isbsl of coslltion should bs droppM nsmely 
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Sm ‘UbImM FMtj” aod that Ifea anu of lha propoMd OoaUlioa ihall ba 

Letgiif Pftrtja' 

The Obnfeceiioe nqneited Melik Khisr Byet Khao, Frailer of the PaDjab 
to afford all faeilitiea to Qardar Shankat Hyit Khan to clear op hie poeltloD and in 
the emt of the Oofemor’e deelinlng to do eo the Conferaoe eellea vpon Malik 
Khier Hyat and Mian Abdnl Haye, the raealniDg two Mnellni Leegne Mlniatere In 
the Pnnlab OebineL to reelgn thMr oflloeot 

The Ooiffeienee eomneDeed at 11 a*ni.. Mr. A* R. NMiar praldlog. 

ffyed Qhulam Shik Narang^ ifXJL., (OentreDa mored the third reeolution 
relatiDg to the Premier’e etatenent He referred to the talke between Mr. Jinnah 

^ ■ . ' " * he 

MmAlm League and the Qoaide-Acam. He ehoold hare eome before thie Oonferenoe 
and obtainM the rerdlet of the Mnellm eominnnity, he added. 

Bind Qhulam Muiiafa Rahi^ aeeondlng the reeolution, reminded Malik Khisr 
Hyat Khan of the fate of Mr. PatM Hug and requested ttiat he was playing into 
the hands of Sir GUioturam. Hp said that Siey Ira assembled to give a burial to 
the Unioniet Parly. 

The resolution when put the House was passed nnanlmottsly. 

Mr. Jinnah arrlred at thie etage and recelTed an oration from the audience. 
Ae eoon ae he bad taken his seat Quaxi Mohammad Isa of Baluchistan moved a 
resolution on Palestine appreciating the friendly reply of the Prime Minister of Great 
Britain. Mr. Churchill, to the telegram sent to him recently by the President of the 
All-India Muslim League and asking the British Government to make a definite 
pronouncement of completely adhering to the White Paper regarding Patsatine. 

The oonferenoe also adopted half a dosen other resolutions, among other 
things calling upon Musealmans not to join the Jat Mahasabha or any other tribal 
organisation in the province, and condemning the policy of the Government of 
India in withdrawing facilities in connection with Haj pilgrimage, and requested 
them to give effect to the recommendations of the special Haj Enquiry Committee. 

Pbesidsnt'b Adtiob to Mdslimb 


An advice to the Muslims not to join any political Anjuman or Babha other 
than the Muslim League which was the only representative organisation of the 
Muslims was given by Mr. Abdul Rab Rishtar, Finance Minister, Frontier Pro- 
vlnoe, in the course of bis Presidential address to the Conference. 

He said that organisations such as the Jat Mahasabha or the Momins Con- 
ferenoe had been formed to disrupt Muslim solidarity, but he was sure that the 
Muslims would not fsli into any such trap and wonid continue to march on 
toward their goel of Pakistan. They were psssing through crificsl times and it 
was thereto, imperative that the Muslima should unite under the banner of the 
Muslim L^ue. 

Earlier, Mr. B. Abdul Bab Nishtar said that the Oonferenes was ooneemed with 
three qussrioua, vis., Pekietan, Palestine end the Punjab Ministry. He left the 
Fdnjsb qeeition to Mr, Jlnnnsh and asserted tbst Pskistin was tbs only solution 
of the Indian problem. He declared that the Muslims could not tolerate Hindu 
domination nor did they wish to dominate over the Hindus They only wished to 
be ellowed to have their own Ckivernments in Muslim majority provinces. 

As regards Palestine, he reiterated Mr. Jinnh'e warning to the British Govern- 
ment against the consequences if, influsneed by the caintsHst American Jewry, they 
injured the Interests of the Arabs. 

Mb. JiNKAB Dwibb Pact With Bib Sikandab 


Additaing the open sesaion of the Conference, Mr. M. A. Jinnah referred to 
the Punjab I^mierie statement reg^ing hit talks with the League President. Mr. 
Jinnah categorically and publicly denied that any secret commitment was made or 
any assurance iliout non-intsrfsreoce in the Internal affairs of the Punjab given 
under the eo^oelled Jinnah-Bikendar Paot According to that document it wee 
open to the League Party in the Assembly to terminate this coalition or any other 
eoslitkin. A ooiuition could not be premenent. Ooelitione were always at will. 
was open to the Leegne Party to eater Into coalition or alliance even before or after 
Meotions. He oompletdy denied that It was a pact and asserted that a pact oould 
only be between two partiee. Thli was only a record of whet Sir Bikendlar had 
tsio he would carry out. How cordd there be a pact between a lender and a 
follower or prospective followaf ? . _ 

Namb or ‘^Unionist*’ Must Be Bubibd 


Chsrsetsrising the ettitnde of Malik Khisr Hyat Khan as childish, Mr. Jinnah 
Mud that he (Mr. JinniA) winted to kill the very name ''Unionist” and tee its fuooril. 




FBOOBBinSOS ft mEBOLimONB 


Sb adiKtid.th* llndiBit to mito and otguiw thwHlTW. Tlia aon the; wm 
wgaoind om aitad, tba tao wooM be tbe eflbtte aaide to deitnn tiiam. 

Mr. Jinnah ratlmtad that the Lai«iia atUtada towaida the war 
aftKi vaa that of aon-aabatraatnaat It waa a He aad ao iaahination 
to nj vat tha Ltagoa wanted to (ntnfan in or obatmot da war effort 
or imt diSenltin in the p roae e ntton of Um war. It oonM onb be iatenM to poim 




foreifCD oounirf. 

Mr. Jinnih theo recalled Ihe ehanfce of Ctofeniment in EnsUnd amidet the 
war when Mr. Oharohill became ''the Prime Minietera and naked whether tbm were 
not controTeraiea in England, Canada and America. Whenerer anj oonaUtutlonal 
controveray aroee in thia country, it waa imputed to wicked intentipna. If Iftat waa 
ao, why not close down thia conatitution altogether ? He then referred to the for* 
matinn of League Miniatries in Bengal. 6tnd and Frontier Province, and aaid that, 
on the one hand, they were told that there ahould be no freah electiona and on the 
other hand, they were told that thia conatitution waa at their diapoaal, if they wan- 
ted to work It, but the conatitutional right of working it on honourable tinea wu 
taken away. 

Beferring to the recent atatementa of Mr. Savarkar and Dr. Moonjee, he aaid 
that it wu clearly indicated that aome leaders of the Pnnjab Hindu Mahaaabha 
had aought their advice regarding the formation of a coalition with the League but 
the matter had been left to the diacretion of the Provincial Hindu Mahaaabha 
leadera, aa the poliev had already been laid down that whenever it waa found 
inevitable they could join the League. 

Sardar Shaukat Hyak Khan'e Diemiaeal 

Mr. Hnnah on the Imptteatlona 

The open aeaaion of the Punjab Mualim League Coiiferenoe adopted the reao- 
lution about the diamiaaal of Capt. Shaukat Hyai Khan. The resolution waa 
moved by Malik Barkat AH and aeconded by Sheikh Sadiq Ha8$an, 

Intervening in the debate on the reaoiution, Mr. Jinnah aaid that the firat 
queation that aroae waa whether the Governor, aa he had purported to diamisa 
Sardar Shaukat Hyat Khan under BeoUon 51, bad the power to diamiia a aingle 
individual Miniater compoaing hia Council of Ministers. The oonatitution had a basic 
principle which imposed joint and coUecUve responsibility on the Cabinet. *T1iis 
raiseiL* said Mr. Jinnah, *a very serious conatitutional iaoue, and we shall have to 
examine It in the light of the correct interpretation of the conetitution. It raises 
an all- India issue.*' 

Proceeding Mr. Jinnah said without prejudice to this joint retponsibility, there 
la the second queation that arises. Is the Governor not bound to furnish all the 
allegations and charges that are made against Sardar Shaukat Hyat Khan f In the 
eommunique one can only read that Sardar Shaukat Hyat Khan was, in the opinion 
of the Governor, guilty of gross misconduct In the diaebam of bis responsibility 


Even the meanest subject of bis Majesty is entitled to know the particulars of the 
charges and allegations or aoeusations agaiast him and is entitled to a hearing and 
full faeilitiea for hia defence must be ailorded to him. The rnle of natural 
jnriaprudenee is that the Governor is bound to give Sardar Shaukat Hyat Khan full 
partieniara of the allegations and chargee and his reasons and the fullest opportu- 
ni^ ahould be aSbrded to Sardar Shaukat Khan to give bis explanation and offer 
defoaoe, aa it is obvious that otherwise he remains eondemned unheard. Apart 
from the public iaaue involved, unlM Sardar Shankat Hyat Khan clears hie charac- 
to: and an oppOTtunity is given to him hia future career will be blasted and leflee- 
tiona will remain unanswered. .... 

Continuing Mr. Jinnah aaid : The third question that arises is what is the dM 
of the Pronlar as Chief Miniater, with regard to the dismissal of hia colleague. He 
cannot be relieved of his respooaibllity as the chief and Malik Khiar Hyat Khan 
owes it to the public to explain hia position In this mattm. The general public 
impmaaion Is that Sardar Shankat Khan, has been dismissed and vieUmlaed 
beeame of certain politleal viewa that he holds, under cover of some plausible wrong 
which is attributed to him. If this be the ease, theo it destroys the ve^ founda- 
tion of democracy and it revenge can be takra gainst a person in this manner 
thzoogh the instmmentaliiy of tte Governor by his esceptfooM powers then this 
fi>nftitnt?i?" beeomes a farce. If the Governor Is proved guilty of having vietimi- 




S2i TUK PUfiJAB HUSUM UAGUE OONFBItENCE i Kor- 

Md Um (ban Um Oo-waor ahodd ba dkaiaaad InthHtft to; attRine ^ ea^ oi 
• man itho ha* gnat family ttaditioa and gaaat atati a in li:iu Hj; ^Id iha Kii.r a 
Com “ A inSrt .« tl*a'bata*.aald mid m a MinUtar. That la tb« »»l 

K ' •> view. llnCl *■ a pasoU**? oonatotalad i^mra. 1 am cat<{a>i by jj. i . 

nt raaaoa, and indioMl tadaiig and I wart, tbarifor^ hold oor juiIk- 
mant In abayanoo a-i an impaitia'. indgn wonlA o>'til m are^ in ooaiwnm of 
tha coindato and hiU facto of tba ^ II uaiormnamW. it la Ion id be^md 
miaotuMa dobbi oi foot and ofidaoeo. that Saidar fihanka-. Hnt Khan baa bwi 
Kiiilty 01 Kioaa miaeoodnct, than wa ahall i.ot haritate to gire oi r jadg nent aoeoidiDKiy 

iinar w'lva^ SSn'iraa^rlad nr.aniaaojaly amidat ahonta nf 'AHi-ho-Akbar’ luid 
•»lia ikavl'Pnnjah SSbidahad.’ 

Party A'^ubouhor or Moaun Lsoisi.a- ou** 

Raia Ohitianfar Alt K^an, ex-Par iauantory Bacrc^ty, tbe I 

rrtoInXon about the Hlleelanee of 'he Hoalim membn* of U r Piii.iU) Ai^acmMy m 
the Mmlim Leagne Party and- not to the UnionUt or a y oth^r political Par.y. 
He aaid that after mnrinliiR a member of the UmoOiai Party for acven yiarn 
it waa a'ill donbtfnl wbether the Unioniat Party wu in existence at all. Exoeti' 
that a few memhera moatly remearnUng mral oDoahtneneiea, met toxether and did 
not oM-^et to beind called a* Unioniat, the Party hi^ no oriramaat'On outside ih • 
l^isliiiire. They had nerer held any annnal ttoUona of office bear re, liad u.. 
o^benrem. no eooatitniion and had nerar haM my oonati ntion and hrf never 
held aiiv oonfeiMoe. Before the adeeoft of Pjonneiai Autonomy them uwel lo he 
* iironi offlclat block in the AaaembW and toy WMted aomi peoo'o to helii them 
in cetlinx throuch come meaanrm which the Gorernyaent aauied lo i|nen and in 
ration aometimea in amall mattem the official lent their eiiiwiri *o thia zir,„„iari 
CTonn The Party aa anch never had, nor now bhd, any uifliieure in the rmvinne. 
Diirinc lha laat general eleedona all the conteating candidates wer > -riven Unioniat. 
tjekeia and any ona of them who eneoeeded at the elections Ihnnigli hie own nersonal 
inilnenee wee Mtted on the back Md given the nom de plumo of (Tnioniet. To tell 
SS iuTn^troSnataiwitoieGlm^ lUi only an instrument to lower 

^ i^dce onA iolaeooe of m Mnelim Leogne m the Province. 

^The meolHtiOD wm eetwdeA by tfairfw Ghniom Ifokiuddin who a^ that the 
knar rf tria lor tha Ifnmalmaoa had arrivad. He oaked the Prmier to xivc np 
Ma dual poUey aa them eonU never be nn nlliMce teiween the League and the 

Unio^ earried tumnimondy Md the Conference adjourned. 

Framier CoirtradieU Shaukat Khan’s Statement 

U -UI, Kkitr Hwat Khmt, Pnmtar of tha Ponjab. in a presa statement, isaneil 
fnho Imhore on the SOlh. April ti44, eoatradieting Captain fHinukat Hunt Khnf ^ 
stotemeirt that ha hod bi the Peemiw hia reaignatinn a week before bis 

the etotanNnt pnUtahed by Oeptmo Bhaukat Hyat Khsn on the 
snUeet of hia ffiamiaaal Md regret to my tlmt he haa cotifiiaed the inane by 
tmlitiee with Oe eeUon tokm by H. B. ,the Governor in the dischersee 
dntiei. In It ba has mnda eertein mideading and ineorrect atata- 

tt^hmt of my reoolIeedM I never received from Ceptsin Blianket Hyet 
KhM in JUf 19*3 nay aneh latter m that which he seyn he then wrote to me. 
Silt hie viewa nt that time end dll reoently may be judxed from the following 
tneta • Wbm Oeptoin SliMhnt Hynt Kimn wee eppointed e Mininter in the 
Uitoilat Ctovernment. ha h^ «*^’‘*** in fining fte Miialim iMgne tictet 
^ hie eleetion to the Pnnjeh Ltodelodue Ami mbly. For Aie rmeon he m die- 
nuntled with the League and after Me eleetion wee rcenmaible for n news itm in 
!nt« JVrtwve of Jnno K IWS, in wlM it woe a^ tout hw en^ wee not due to 
toe hein of the Lmgim elnoe no atotoaMot wae tonned by the Qeid-i-Amm or the 
^^eiul Preei^ but to the pemernd fjotoir^ I?..**. .influence of hie 
Stoer’s name in too nmn. 1 **» «P«"»j ^W"*?**?*!* 

tout ihle newe Item was miMished an o wenU M infnrmetioo given by (teptoin 
ghsiikut Hvnt 1 P»— Althongh there wae no mdiention of the enthorohip of thw 
nvdclV it lil^ to leod to diffienitiee wKh the iMgne end at my inetMoo too 
f^dSwine rtoteSISt Jii im^ by ^ptota »•» «" % «. 

■Uy atlMdoo hoe bam invited to ftn note in nt Tnount of Jnne Oih regarding 
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Im alwAyt condemned nadi methode of Tiotenee and terroriem and haa aUowad 
pvfeet fr^om of proinmanda to ita opponenta efen in ateaa whafa It haa eompleta 
control. It pointa ont that the recent ^Letfrae Conference at Sialkot would ne?ar 
have been held if the Majlia-i-Ahrar had ehoaen to prevent or oppoae It. Thia 
meeting of the MeJlia-i-AhrMr, therefore, calls upon Mr. jinnah to state categorioidlT 
and nneqaivocally his attitnde towards such pt^ltieal hooliganism and mnraer ana 
warns him that bis ecu tinned silence tn this respect has already led to grave 
mlsnnderstanding in responsible political clrrlfs. This meeting requests ^e All- 
India IVorking Committee of the Alaj!is-i-Ahrsr to survey the whole sitnation and 
issne clear directions for safeguarding its own members and goaraiiteeing the 
peaceful prosecution of its principles and programme.** 


The Azad Muslim Conference 


Syed Abdullah BrelviV Statement 

Dr. Shaukatullah Amari, Secretary of the Azad Muslim Bosrd. annonnosd 
that a meeting of Nationalist Muslims will be held in Delhi on the 6tii, 7th and 
8th of May. Invitations have been sent to prominent leaders of the Ahrsr PsrW, 
.Tamint-u1-Ulems-i-Pind, Momin Oonfcrcnce. Krishsk Prajs Psrty of Beimsl, An- 
India Shfab Couferenop. Muslim M»}liM, Krindsi Khidmstgars of N. W. Province, 
4n]uman-i- Wiitan of Baluchistan mid Independent Muslims. The meeting haa 
3eon summoned to discuss the present political situation in the country and to 
iecide upon what lead to give to Indian Muslims. If the lueetiug should deeids to 
mil a large Conferenee, ila dat^s and venue would be announced immediately. 
Tho Azsl Muslim Board will meet on the 4th and 5th of May and will, obviously, 
formulate definite proposals for the oouslderation of the meeting which will be held 
on the 6th of this month. The Board is the Executive of the Azad Muslim 
Oonferenne. which is itself a federation of the vari<iiia parlies mentioned above. 

The present politiosl desdlock cannot be resolved until Government take the 
initial step of rclensing Ga^idhiji and other Congress leaders and, in consultation 
with the major political parties, transfer complete power to the people and satablish 
s provisions! Coalition Government. The Azad Muslim Board, when it met in 
November 1942 under the chairmanship of the late Mr. Allah Buz, suggested this 
solution, beoanse it was convinced that the establishment of a provisional Coalition 
Government would alone enable the people of India to undertake the defence of 
the country with success and make all necessary sat^rificra (or the purpose. The 
existing war situation on the esstern frontier of India does nub make the estsblish- 
roent of a provisional Coalition Government less urgent to-dsy than It was in 
Nov(mbcr 1942. The Azad Muslim Board realized that the solution of the dead- 
lock required a spirit of unity and trust among the major political parties and a 
detarmiiiatiOD to take concerted action for the mnintenAuce of internal aecurity and 
the defence of the country against aggression. But it also made it clear that thIa 
was feasible only if the parties were convinced that their sacrifices would be for the 
good of the country an(f not for strengtheuing of the bonds of imperialism. 

Stand fob Democracy 


The forthcoming meeting of Nationslist Muslims in Delhi is being held none 
ton soon. No body of men have worked with greater sincerity, devotion and 
peraiitence than have the Nationalist Muslim lenders to bring about unity and 
truat among the major political parties. Tn the most disheartening circumataneea 
they have persevered in their efforts to help the attainment of a perinaoMt and 
honourable understanding between Hindus and Mnalims. Thoue^ the MueUiii 
League and the Hindu Mahasabha mentality seems at the moment to dominate 
the country, they have not ioai their faith that there are eno^h resourcee of 
patriotism and atatesmaiiship in the country for the communal difierencM to be 
amicably adjusted. Nor have they outlived their own uMfuloew in the nde of 
peaoe-makcra that they are anxious to fill. Ever since the first NM-co-0|mtion 
Movement waa ateted, a majority of them have made no smatl sacrifiM la the 
eauee .of the countiTi freedom. They are all passionate seekm of independmee. 
They have no fear of Hindu majority in an Independent India. For anoh a feeling 
•)f lo them is nn-Islamic. Islam f-^sobes fearleesnes, Islam also tesebes 
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vhleb ii bMed oo fw or to oppoitd 

doBoenej, ooft o danooney wUdi m«at Botfiiog 

soloiolBg tilt will of tho atuiM^ bat a dawoefBOf whieh 


j^jta^Ti^fi'.'Edr fTsa^asTii'S^'SSi 

stis^sstatzsn'^j s ^ffiii-a‘ss3 

BCvdltt BB% Ibr Ito owb ooke ood Bot aieidy •• ■ BUBBo^to m otbor end. hwniin 

?51 •S$* “Tii^ “^““S **£• Hindu ^^froaMBSl!! 

Inon but an India in whieh aran Hindu, aaery MuaHn, in faet afutr «««~~ «ai 
dad tha hi|M aatiafa^ ta pditie^ aeouonie. eultuiai and n^raT^i^ 
tM ia ardlaUa ta a oMm in ua ottar State in worid. Th^^ no 

<» tner an ehampiona of tha “Hara Note* and nZ 


— thOB 

;Hbeny. 


of OOpItaltoBI or loadaltom. W wio - uye non ' Ma tb« 

nodm^ Tlii NotioBBlift MoiHbm eon tboi JoBtiilBbly the rieht to eik 

their eoreligiOototo to roBliie their reepooetbilitiee to the eoantry. Sim^W thm 
out olaia ue Hght to to t^ Hioda lellow-ooantry-meD to eooeider^m 

righto of the MbSIbi mioorUy ia a epirit of broed-oiioded MWotiim. 

OOHOBM-LlAOTni Brtlbmbht 

Ib eplte of leeadogly fonaideble obeteelee, e eettlement between the OonenM 
nod the Muelia Leegne—end tte Nntioonitot MoeliBii desire to help 
hinder eneh « MttleBirat--is not ti diffiealt ns meny enopose profided the Congress 
lenders sre telee^ The Moelioi Lesgne demands self-determination. The Obnems 
his sgieed to self-determination. The differenee between the two to that while^ the 
Mnslim Leogne demands self-determlnatton in regions where the Mnslims are in a 
maiorit^ tlw Oongr^ bos omptod the prindple of self-determination of territorial 

unlto. In the lesolntion which the working Committee of the Congress 

nboat the Grippe proposal it declared that it was wedded to Indian freedomo^ 
nnity. **Ne?ertheleso/* it added. *‘the Committee cannot think in terms of oomnel- 
ling the people in any Indian Union ag%inst their declared and established wSi •* 
Thto position of the Congress was not afbcted when the A.I.O.Ca at ito meeting in 
Allahabad in the following month passed Baba Jogat Nanlyanha’s^lnriM 
rcjeoting the principle (d diTision of die eonntry. Manlana Abul inlam 
President of the Oon^. in his lepty to Dr. Abdul LatiiTs letter and^ his 
statement at the A.I.C.C. meeting in Bombay mode this clear b»ond any donbL 
^ resolntim passed at on informal meeting of Congress workem of the United 
Profinces held lest month, expressing adherenee to the principle of self-detormi^ 
tion of territorial nnito shows the nnmistakable trend of opinion In the Oongrem 
The Congress and the League were, in toct, neyer so near each other os they m 
to-day and them is inffioient Justification for the optimistic yiew of the a” 
Muslfm Board ^t the steps token by ^ Congress towards the settlement of tte 
eommnnsl problem ore so substantial that farther negotiations with its leodin ofo 
the basis of a profiekmal Coalition Oorernment tor the duration of the war witho^ 
prejudice to the righto and interests of any community in the post-war 
iionalsettlement It is well-koown that, immediately after the m^g of thi 

A.I.C.G, in Angnst 1942, Gondhiji hod intended to strire for a communal settle! 

T"* “SF®"!!??! T *•* ""j !?«««»*» be wrote from the 

place of his detention to Mr. Jinnah, which woe not deiiyered to the Istter. en»M. 
sing his desire to meet him, showed his keenness for a setUement l^e n^t 
writer hod the pririlege of seeing and talking with Gondhiji daring his Aul 
B eferring to the eommnnsl question Gondhiji told him that that question wme 
uppermost in his mind on the eye of his arrest and that, if he hod not been 
arrested, he would haye gone to Mr. Jinnah eyen if the latter hod not inyited hiW 
On the port of Gondhiji. thus, not only is there the will lor a settiement b^ it to 
most instotat and pressing. The way, os has been indicated oboye^ to aim 
thersa Mr. Jinnah missed a great opportunity of serying his community no iZm 
than his country when he misondetstood'and mtorapresentod Gondhiji’s daira to 
meet hima Howsfer. where great causes ore concemcd. foilures andlost ooBoii^ 
Bitles ore to those who smye these osnsee merely spurs goading them to zedoiibiMl 
efibrto. In the midst of encixeliBg gloom the Nanoniist MuAms hoys Bew itS 

tha mla mi tha aataUabMit «t a ptwiahaal Ooaliltai flntamteaul. 




lo. LAxiFB enraoEsnoNB Mi 


New Pdfc i 6 U i. Mej to 8di. Mmt 1944 

Dt. UMf BtftttUl 

An nppad to Nationalist Madfans to antat tiia LaagM nift a Am j a tro l- 
nation lojrat it on boUw loanAntiona ia audo to Dr. 0|imI AMai Lottf tt Hv* 
dnabod. (uaoean), who hf nnd a i inTitation attandad tha Oonteineo ot NationSt 
MmHwt 

Dr. LaHf mji : In time dnjt* aMoektiOD with thn leadlns nonbcra of 
tho Nntionaliot gmap, 1 icmnd thnt^hoj nm deeply diieetiefled with the piieenl 
policy of the Leegue. Bomo of llie bom oenioel oBoog IhoB wm pnpniod to 
woi^ with the I^egnob bat they lelt etrongly that, onder ito proeent leedenhlp. it 
wee not poeeible for them to do oo* That wae the prinary eoDridoratioa whioh 
indooed them to bring forward a jpiopoeal to eelcblieh a eeparate and paralld 
organiaation nnder the name i *4110 AlMndia Mnelim Meille**. I wee oppoeod 
to thia more. Mj olea with the mombexa of the Oonferenoe both In mj perMaal 
eoarofiatione with indirldnal membcre, aOd in my epceoh at the open eeeeion, wee 
ihat inoh a atep would prove aaioidal to the interoeta of *Jio MneliBB. 1 tried to 
bring homo to them that if they really believed that the policy and demeanoor of 
the Leagne'e High Command wae dleegreeable to them, the beet wa> to alter that 
wee to get into the League and eeriouMy work for a ohange. 

**In fact, I engmted to them and to the repreaentattvee of the other groupe 
proeent there, that they ahould all join the League in a body and gain the oppor- 
tunity to lift up their voioo from within. The need of the moment. 1 pointed out 
wee to oink ell diflbrenoee, however aeuto. and consolidate all our eneiglee and 
Tcaouroee nnder a eingle omnieation in (ttder that we might posfKoe the neemeary 
etrength to helD reBOiving the nreaent dydi w^k - 

*1 alnoerek hope and truet that whatever be their immediate foaling, my foiende 
of the Nadonaliat and other groupe will reieot over the humble opinion I have 
oifoied and aee if thel cannot get over that feeling and resolve to enter the Laegne 
with a firm determination to put It on better fonndatlonB. At the aame time^ may 
1 hope that the League Kxeootive will give a new turn to ite outlook and eoBO 
forward to claim back to the fold of the League all those groupe who have till now 
at^ aloof from it ? fhe time ia not far off when the Muslima oi India will be oalM 
upon as a body to ynh hands with other leading elements in the land in shaping 
India’s future on lines of mutual agreement The earlier the much-needed solidari^ 
for this purpose among us is attained, the better. The Muslim Nationalists have 
now, even as aome otlmr groups, reaolved to support the right of self-determination 
to tmtorial units, and have mus come closer to the League. It is true that their 
methods of approach ie somewhat different fjtom that of tbe League ; but it eflbids 
all the same, a common mund between the two. Bimilar common factors might 
emerge if the League and these groups eome together in a spirit of mutual iMard# 
aud oontrSbute to die ecnaolidatloii of the Muslima nnder a single banner and an 
honoiuable setdoment of tbn Muelim problem in India.** 

Beselntlons 

A NATionAL Goyxnviimnr EsammAL 


Tbe Oonfsrenoe passed a resolution, expressing relief at QanihijC 9 uncondi- 
tional release and praying te bis early recovery, *‘so that he may ones again 
resume his service to the cause of India’s freedom.*’ ns Opnmencs also 
a^pted two resolutions, one asking for tbe formadon of a National Government 
and the odisr setting out **fundaBentid eonsiderations” on which the communal 
problem oould in their view, bs solved. 

The first resolution ran 

*Tbis me^g of Nationalist Muslims views with great oonoem ^.s hardsMps 
to wh^ India has bm snbiseted ia the present pbaae of the war Md the inl» 
inga boriM by the Indian peopie una« tbe eststing ayste of GovernmM^ fifo 
evSfonoe of which Is to be found in the intolerAle riae in prices, buidmi of 
taxation, seareity of osrtaln essential oommodities and tbe tofol absence of pthm 

••In the oi^ion of tills meeting experieDee has shown that present Goven* 
meat is not cepeble of saving the people from this ^iiem 

a resl National G^ernment exercising lull anthoii^ is 

TMi iSSSt inither ‘deeimss that aU Indbasi friispsettve of oiesd or 
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oonnuaiiy. and all patriotic organiaatioDa without axcepticn are deeply interested 
in the defence of India. They are inspired a.Jt a real patriotic urge and a true 
spirit of sacrifice abicb can bo directed most liectively, under a National Govern- 
ment, for the protection of the country against foreign invasion and aggteseion by 
Fascist powers* 

*'Tnis meetiDg deplores the fact that the British Government in spite of its 
knowl^ge that the Indian pec? k sTf: opr> 08 »'d to Fascism, is still unwilling on 
account of its short-sighted iH)luy to transfer iH$wer to them through a National 
Government. 

*'Xbia meeting now declares that the fc iination of a National Government is no 
longer a political issue but has buome a firt-t-rate military qneaticn in view rf 
the exigencies of the ]>resent phsee of the war. The victoiy of the democratic 
forces, the Defence of India and resistance of Japanese aggression, all those cori i- 
derations demands the immediate establishment of a National Government and the 
tranifer of power to the Indian people. 

•This meeting, therefore, urges the Bntiab Govirnmcut to start negotintiens 
with the leaders of India without any further lose of time so that a real Naticnol 
Government wielding cfieclive autbonty should be established in the corntry.*’ 

Rksolution ok Hikdtj-Mubum Settlemidkt 


The second resolution slated : 

“This meeting ( f Nationalist MubHuib considers, in ihe best interests of the 
country, that a Hiiidn-Mnsiini settlement should be brought about without any 
delay. It appeals to both Hindus and Muslims thst having regard to the urgent 
ncM of such a aetllemcnt, they should take necessary steps towards this end and 
eonsidera that the rrlcase of Gandhi)! offers an excellent opportunity of which 
advantage should be tsken. In the opinion of this meeting a solution of the 
communal problem satisfactory to all parties concerned can be secured on the 
following fundamental consideratioiit and such a solution will satisfy the needs 
and aspirations of Indinn Muslims : (1) India should continue to remain a united 
country. (2) The constitution of India should be framed by its own people. (3) 
There Bhould be an All-1 r.dia Federation. (4) The units of Federation should be 
completely autonomous and all residuary . powers should be vested in them. 
(5) Every unit of the Fedcratioi. should be free to secede from it as a result of a 
plebiscite of all its adult inhabitants. (6) The religious, economic and cultural 
rights of minorities should be fully and effectively safeguarded by reciprocal 


agreement. 


Pakistan Opposed 


Mesirs. S* A. Brelvit Hvfiz Mohamed Ibrahim and Dr. ShaukaiuUah Anaari 
explained to the press coriespondeuts on the 8th. May, the background 
of the meeting and said that the second resolution set out the immediate 
programme with which Nationalist Muslims proposed to go before the 
country. Nationalist Muslims, they said, realised that the Congress took skpH 
which would hasten a Hindu-Mualim aettlement but unfortunately those steps were 
interrupted by the arrest of Congress leaders. With Mahatma Gandhi'e release, 
the process oi attempting a aettlement would be resumed and Nationalist Muslims 
suggested in the resolution means by which that settlement conid be hastened. 

As Muilimi they aaeerted they believed in the unity of India but they giro 
conceded the right of each territorial unit to secede if it so ehoee. Thn also con- 
templated r^istribution of these units. What was proposed was not Pakisirn I iic 
a plan that should let India remain a united country for all time to eome* Uhat is 
the fundamental difference between them and the League. There waa however, iu 
the mind of certain people the fear of a federation by compuliiBD and in order to 
allay that fear, Nationaliat Muslims conceded the right of eeeesaion but advised 
the unite not to exerciae that right. 

The meeting, they aaid, would devise metboda toTimpleBient the rcaoltttion : 
end In the pursuit of their ideal they contemplated jniacement of the Muslim 
League. They were conildering the reorganiaation of Maiionallet Maalima into a 
and the revival of the branches which once edited of that party in every 
^ince. Thoee who ittended the meeting did sii aa Individual NationiSiat Mualima 
Mid were a larger body than the Aaad Muriim Ibaid. 

The meeting also PaKCd a reaolution “wricoming” l^atma Oandhi’e naeondi- 
tional releaie and praying for bis early rceovery lo that he might cnee egtia lenime 
hii lervicea to the cause of India’s freedom. 
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, A&abb IV Pauestivb 

In aoother molntton the meeting drew etteiition to '*the coiumoii eud 
iinbieehehle bonde of feith end iffeotion inileh unite the Mnelime of Indie to their 
Areb bfetinen in PeleetineT* end werned the Britieh Government thet **if it once 
egein btedki ite promliei eleerly given in the White Peper end enrrendere to the 
fiiienciel prefisure of the Jevre end the dietetee of plutoeretio Americe, it will 
uiilemh the boundleBe iudignetion eud boeUliw not only of the Mueiime of ludie 
but el the entire worlo,** Ihe meeting dmlercd that if the ettempts to chenge 
tiie Bteliie of the Arebs end Jewe of Peleetbie Bueoeeded, the meeting would hold 
the Biitieh Government entirely teeponeible for the “conecqnent boBtilitf of 
MubUibb end (he crime of ignoring democratic principles by forcing a minority 
to enbmit to a mtuority.” | 

The meeting expresEed grief at the ‘death of Mr. Allah Bus, Begum Asad 
and Kastnibe Gandhi. 

All IvpiA Mubum Majlis 

The Conference i^eesed the following resolution : 

**In view of the present political situation in the couuiry end the intereste of 
the Mnslims, ee eleo for implementing the resolutiona on Hindu -Muslim B^e- 
mtut and other resolatione paiaed at thie eeiBioD, it ia resolved that the NationMiat 
MeslisBa ■bonid reorganiBe themBelvea under the name of the All -India Mualim 
Ma]lia witii ita headqnartera at Delhi and branches throughout India." 

**Thia organisation ahall aeek to guide and lead the Muelima unitedly for the 
achievement of eossplete National Independence and other correct objectives and ahail 
also strive to bring about a Hindu-Mualim aettlement in their own interest and in 
tliat of the 4sountry as a whole." 

**Thia meeting therefore emphatically appeals to the Muilime of India to Join 
and support this organisation so that its mms may be realised and it may become 
a popular and powerful organ of In4ian Muslims." 


Released Congress Leaders’ Conference 

Reecdtttioiin— Lucknow— 15th. & 16th, April 194M 

The meeting of the Congreee lesdere and workers recently released from jiiil 
commenced on the 15tb. April 1944 and wae resumed on the nest day, the leth. 
April in the Trihk Nath Hall, Lucknow with Babu Sampurnanand, es-£dueatioo 
Miuiiter, U. P. in the chair. 

Faith ih Gavdbxji’b Leadership 

The meeting adopted resolntions reiterating its faith in the lesdersbip of 
Mahtma Gandhi and the Ckmgrees Working Committee, expressing coodoleiiee on 
tite death ol Kasturha Gandhi, Begum Atad, Mr. Mahadnv Denai, Mr. R. 8, 
Pandit, Mr. Allah Bux and Mr, Chandrabhal Johri, sympathising with the 
sufferers in Bengal, appealing to the public to contribute ty the detenus’ families 
relief fund and urging Congressmen to intensify the production of Khadi. 

JAPAVEBE IVBOADB IVTO ASSAM 

Dr. AT. N, Katju moved the resolution rslsting to Japanese inroads into 
Assam. The resolution was seeonded by Mr. A, G. Khnr and was sooepted in an 
amended form. Following Is* the text ol the reeolution : 

’'I'hie meeting views the inroads made by the Japaneee troops into Aessm 
with gredt ooneern. It expresses ite sympathies for the psopis of Assam who already 
afflicira by famine have now to suffer the hardehipe and ordeal of invasion, 

"The renewed Japaneee offensive once again nnderiiuee the danger ol Faaciet 
aggrosrion to which the country is still exposed. While reitcraUng the Oongrem 
attitude towards imperialism, this meeting expreeees eonfidenoe mt deepite all 
ditj^ulties and impedObnenls the people Of Aesam will reeist the Japanese etteek 
with ell the strength at their command. The Oongrese has always etood agMnsI all 
aggression and is committed to the defenow of the country under all dreumsteess." 

Dr. Rdt/tt at the ontect referred to the resignetion of the Oongrese Minietilee 
and said that the msio xeeeon behind their resignetion wee thet Indiene were not 
coneutled by the Britieh Government on tiie queetion of India's active parMpetien 
in war againel the eg gr eieo i e in Enrope. There wee no danger to Inm et 
that time, hot atill the OongiaM High Oommand si^ it clear ^ they JM no 
■ympatiiy hr the eggteaaore» be they Janeneee,^ Germane or itaUene, That hi<* 
elwgye been their view end tliel view prevelM to-oey. 
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Dr. Ka 4>^ iddad that at the Um» Sir Staford Cnpp$ came oot lo ladia, ttn 
aoaatrj was pifgaaiit with Tariooa maioara. Ilia Japaataa had tfca laMad avtaii 
aaila of ladia, JmAofma Oamdki and tlia Ooagnai woihiM Ooaifliltlae had €?« 
tfaao laada ii abaoliitaly dear tiial It waa thdr firm detenfiation to dafaod thair 
ooaDhry and Of>poae aa j tort of a ggr ag aioo . Iha poaltloii of tha OoBgraaai aootlaiiad 
Dr. iTtffia. bad alwaja baao aiaar. 

Dr. Kaija inrUMf aald thair podtion to-day waa dia aama aa it waa whaa Ilia 
war begao. They wen detaiminad to dalaod thar aoil and would not look to any 
ontaida naUon to eomo and win fiaadom lor them. Indiana had Uanadm to 
dated their oonaM. 

Oonduding, JDr. Katjn aald that tej dl i^pathlaed with tha peofila of 
In tlm pimant onlaal and It waa thadn^ of aeary Indian to i 


Saoonding thg reaolntion. Hr. d. G, Kh§r, az*Paillamantary Swnatary. U. P.» 
aspraaaad daep eoooam oear tha dtnatioii In Aaaam. Tha Oongrioa, ha oaid» had 
anflaagad that the deleooa of tha aonntry waa only poaaibla with tha oompKation 
of te pagple. It bad alwaya baan tha eiaw of tha Oongiaaa that tha aggraom in 
Eaippa*”*Garmana and Italiana— ahonld be fooght againal When ton Japanaaa 
Infaoad Ohina, tha Oongraaa ralaed ita ?oioa againat tha aggraaoire nation and 

‘a atrong protaat. It had alwaya baan a prinoipla with tha Ckmgraao to oppoaa 
giaaaion and thay would adbara to It to tha laat. 

Sampumanaiidt apaaUng on tha laaolntlon. aald that tha Congraaa had 

alwaya baan adti-Faaeiat. It aran ralaad ita voica of protaat againat tha aetioa of 
tha BriUah Qo?aroment whan tha latter anppliad patrol to Italy in the Italo- 
Abyaainlan war and oloaed tha Burma Road when Japan inradad China. There waa, 
tharafora. no troth in tha allegation that tha Oongraaa waa pro-Japanaaa. 

Tha rewlntion waa put to rota and carried. 

OoHOKiaa TO OoirmT Muhicipai. ELicnoira 

Mr. 8ri Praka$a. M L.A. (Central), than morad tha following reaolution : *Tha 
moating feela that it will be daairable to aontaat tha forthcoming Hunioipal 
alaetioua aa a praliminary atap- 'I'hia meating ealla upon Congitaaman in all 
urban aiaac to form local committaaa and make arrangamenta for tha proper 
anrolmant of all peraona antitlcd to tha franoiiiaa ao that tha alaetiona may be bald 
on aa fair a baala aa poaaibla.’* 

At the outaat. iha mover referred to Mahatma Oandhi*a Nlneaa and axpreaaad 
tha hope that tha Mahatma would aoon recover. 

limling with tha reaolution, Mr. Sri Prakaaa aald, no election bad bean bald 
for tha tet eight or nine ycara. Since tha Oongraaa want out of office, it had baan 
rapaateiy amphaaiaed that they bad loot the confidence of tha paoptB. It would, 
lhaiaforei be in tha fitneaa of thinga to conteat the forthcoming Municipal deetiona 
In Daoambar in order to ahow that the maaaaa had not daaartad the Congraaa. 
Aa deetiona, ha fait, would alao aflbrd them an opportunity to form a correct 
aatimata of thdr praaent podtion, 

Oooduding. Mr. m Prakaaa aald that it waa a pity that Govammant had 
daddcd to hold Municipal dactiono only and not deetiona to dlitriet boarda aa 
wall. Ha auggeatcd that diatrict daetlon boarda be formed to conduct deetiona in 
vartea diatriota of tha United Piovinoea under .the direction of tha Centrd 
Klwtio** Board. 

Seconding tha laaoluilon, Mr. Khurahad Lai add that it waa imperative lor 
Oongraaaaaan to fight tha alaetiona. It would hdp them oountar thdr opponanta’ 
atlampi to knap thorn aloof from tha maaaaa. Th^ ahonld go back to the maaaaa 
and aalabllah that they attll enjoyed thdr confidanoa. 

The laadution waa caiviad aftar authoridng Bia Piaaidaiit to nominata a 
oommittflt of five to tha Provincial Blaetion Board. It waa alao Jaddad that no 
mambar of tha Board would aaak alaation to any local body. 

By another laadation, the amatlng protaate agdnat the iraatmant mated, out 
to jdiM ed pilaonara In jdl. 

Winding up the prooaadlng^ Baku Sampuruaiamd idaRad to tha 

lalaad for tha diatram rallal Inad and aaid that dl openaaa wpnld ha coil 

by tha Provindd Bdlaf Coaamlttao of wUeh Mr. JPVrua Gamdhi wan the Bamakny. 
no money eollaetad for the idlaf fund would not ha devoted to other — 
or work. 

OoMliidiig, tiH PniidMt MW ..I I Oat a MBtnl oOm te tha 
d worit oi tha vttioiia mhubMhb woald ba aal up atiLBttoow. 
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The All India Kisan G»n£erence 

Retiilatioiia--Bexwftdft--12tk March 1M4 

ProMedlag ■ el the 8 i >| o0li CMurfttoa 

The Oentnl Gommittee ol the AU-liidia Kiim flibha mel at tewada 
the 12th. MavA ItU and eonferled Iteeif into a anldeete eonmiltee of the 


Fonniilly inTiting the Preeid^fc-deoi 8wami Bah^^iaiuMda Sorotioaff, to tahe 
the chair. Mr. Bankim Mykhtrjm, the ontgdng Ficiiilent, aald that Bwaml 6aba|a» 
nand vat the meet militant and ezperleneed leader of the Klaane. In aidte of the 
detention of varione Kiaan leadera, the Kiaan Sahha waa atronger than eftr and 
fvaa India'a biggest olaaa <»ganisation hHlay. It would grow atronger under the 
new Fresideot’a goidanee. 

Bwami Bthajanand. who took the chair amidst ohaeta, said hia one idea from 
the early daya of his life was liberty and from 1917 onwaida had dsfoted himaalf 
to the serYioe of the Kiaana. The political deadlock in the eonntry at timea 
deieeted him. but he knew that nothing oonld check India'a march to liberty. 
The people of the Soriet Union and China waa advancing, and this most have 
Its eifeot on eontiguons areas. Oar liberty eonld not be denied to ns long. The 
seiTfee of Kisans was his mission and he was not going to leave the field until the 
»Qgl ^ns reached. 

Beiolutiona of condolence touching the deaths of Mrs. Kafttwhoi Qandhi, 
Mr jR. 3. Pandit and several Kisan leaders were moved from the chair and passfd* 

Mr. Bankim Mukharjea moved a resolution conveying greetings to the Soviet 
people and the Bed Army. The mover said the fcSoviet peoples had increased pro- 
duction of food and machine to outmatch Fascist Germany aud the Red Army, an army 
of Eisana and workers, had at Stalingrad Indirectly saved India from Fascist attack. 
The Bed Army was an army of liberation for the oppressed peoples of Europe 

^^i^Nidhan Singh, who returned from the Soviet Union in 1943, seconded the 
resolution which was passed unanimously. 

Another resolution was passed, protesting against restrictions put by the 
Governmento of Madras and Hyderabad State on travelling to Beswada by the 
delesates and Kiaaus for this session and declaring that such obstructions waced 
before the sessioD "are not only an infringement on the freedom of Mioeiation 
of the Kiaans of India, but muat sciioualy hamper the work ci mobilisingt^ 


to all p^iei and hoped that the patnota maioe ana oucarae^ me legisiaiuie wouia 
follow ^is example and fight au^^rcatrictiona put by tha bureaucracy and bring 
relief to the people by ending the deadlock. 

TAZATiov Propooalb OBracisnD 

Regarding the new taxation propoaala. *e SubjecU Committee ^pM n 
reaolntto proteating againat the proposal! of the Government of India to hnpM 
tax on betdnnto, tea and coibe and to incraM the tax on Jjobm Md tto ntca 
of third claaa railway fare for increming their rwenne. The torden of ^sae 
toxi^. tiia reaolntion atotod. will mainly fall po the i^ssna jmd tba pm oosttona 
oltoa population in the country ainee the artlclea on which GpY«P»P^V 
to levy Md increase the tsx are daily nopMaanea tor the life of tlm VMt maacaa ^ 
the pmle. The Government propoeala of lorytog indiract O" .too 

neosawm of life of the bareat alrato of the population ia opp^ to the leeogniaad 

&miiSSeB^*mllarly eondemned the govmmsnt’a ottit^ of 
Impoaing tbeae additional bnrdena on PWl«.P^5o 

in defianee of unanimoue otdnion of pSwie bodlaa aa wall aa the eleeted reprmnto* 
By^th^i«iiSo?tiie'^m&toa 

should be snapended till the war ended and etoW W « pricawaaeijA JJe 
Commitiae fnrtiiBr potoM out that tim 

Ration! aa they have no Ten^ Act to pioleet Xlie 

tonb il i rr******* • Frontier Tenancy Act mnet Immedtotdy be passed to give 
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the nmmmtj to the Frontier Kiimi, their lende end the prodooe of the 

leadi. 

The Oomnlltee eondemoed In nnote leeoliitioii, the most rwetionery move 
of the Jegiidera end the Myie of the pfovlnee of Sind to get the Jngirdnri Aet 
either repenled or emeodcd in each n vmj es to deprive Kiteni end Mokadim of 
their riglite by peyi^ rent in oeeh— e right whieh they enjoyed under the provteion 
of the Act. The Oommlttee, therefore, eppleeled to the hiembrn of the MuAlim 
Lmgne and ell other progreeiive eaetioiia In the Sind Legisleture to fight for the 
Jnnt eeuM of tlie Herie end Mukedime end detent the neferioue move of Jegiidere 
end the Myre the object of whteh wee to eeoure unlimited power in their hende'for 
exploiting the Herie end Mukedime riithlesely, The Committee also celled on the 
Herie to etrengtben their nnity eolideri^ end orgeDlietion for defeetiog the move 
of the Jegirdere. They ar|^ on the Government of Sind to peee immedietely 
teneney iegieletion giving oocnpeney righto to ell the Herie who were cnltiveting 
the lende et the time of the eppointment of the Teneoey Committee. 

By another reedlntion, the Committee decided to appoint e committee to go 
Into the grievencee of the egricnltural labourers end report to the Central Eisen 
Committee lie reoommendetione. By a further reeolntion moved, it wee euggested 
an enquiry to be made by the Government for adequate nupply of eseential commo- 
ditise and reduction in imce. 

Resolutions ^2ndl. Day-— Bezwada^lSth. March 1944 

Rsleasb of National .Lbadbrs Urged 

The Snbjeele Committee resumed dircussion on the next day, the 18th. March, 
with fifioami Sdhajanand in the chair. The proceedings commenced with 
National songs by ledy volunteers. The pandal was packeo to capacity. 

The committee passed the following resolution on land trandference and 
eviotloii t'-The All-Eiean Sabha considers that relief should be given to the Eisan 
to enable and encourage him to produce more food crop for the benefit of the 
entire nation and demand that measnres be taken forthwith by the (^vernments 
concerned for the Immediate restoration to the Eisan of land transferred by him 
or the land from which he was evicted in 1948 and such other reliefs as arc called 
for under the circumstances, and urges the Government to modify the ordinance 
promulgated in Bengal, in oonneotion with the transference of land which does not 
in any way improve the present position and that meaaarea he immediately taken 
In all provineea to atop enhancement of Tent end eviction of Eissns from lend. 

The Sabha farther urges the Kisans to aet up aetilement Boards of villsges 
for setting all such easea of transference of land and eviction through mutual 
understanding of the parties ooneeroed. 

A second Keaolntion passed by the Ooromittee warns the Government that its 
policy off refusal to release the national leaders and enable them to solve the dead- 
loek, will only result in further worseniog the situation, thus delaying and weake- 
ning tlie common cause of the Ohinese, ibierioan, British, and the Indian people. 
The Sabha therefore demands the immediate and unoonditional release of Mahatma 
Qandhi, Maulana Anad, Pandit Jawhartal Nehru and other members of the Wor- 
king Committee. 

The Sabha ia eonvineed that release at the leaders would eresto an ‘atmosphere 
fsvourabls to the achievement of nstional unity and fpr the setting up of a National 
Compoaite Government enjoying the confidence of the p^ple and that this is the 
only way io wffsotively Sght famine and ensure lucoess of the Oeutrul Food Plan 
BO that everybody gSte hie food through efibetive control of pricee and rationing. 
Thia would also ensure eoouomio etability and pbliticsl freedom and enable tbe 
people to lead a eountSTKiflbnaive againal Japaueae aggreesion. The Sabha ealls 
upon all Its proviudal nnito and all Eisans to start a eampaiga for the release of 
national lenden for ending the deadloek and for aebieving all-ioand national 
unity based on an understanding as a result of mass urge between the major 
partuNi and oommuniliea. 

Beaolutions on nid to Bengal and on the poliey of the Elaau Sabha were also 
adopted by the Subjccto Commiltoe. 

The BubjMte Oommittoe adopM on the motion of Mr. BaMm Mukharjee a 
eompreheneive neolntloa explaining the poUey of the Eiean SaUia. Tfito resolution 
stated that a National OoalitioB Government, responsible to the Legislature and to 
the people of India, based on the "unequivocal declaration of India’s right to fm* 
dom and to frame her own oonsdtntion after the war" and fnnetioniog botb..al 
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Centra and in the Pio?ineee wee eieentiel. It ediied that the praneat var eaa 
effeetiraly be converted into a people'^ war only when it in fought under the leader- 
diip of a National Cnvernment and with the willinis and h*‘at ty co*operation of ih% 
people of fiidia. The revolution rIho pleadKl for Hindu MiiHlim unity and oalied 
upon the KiHnne to or}:anifiC a iiiifti>r| eam‘>ni|CD to promote tiiiiiy between Hindu and 
Mufllim maaeea end to create the urge for Ooi*i;r*:09 L(M;^ue unity with a view to 
forging all in national unity. 

The Open Se sipn or tne Kisan Conferaice 

Eighth SeasioB— Bezvrade — 14th. March 1944 

The Wekonie Addreaa 

Tlie opening aeaeion of the eighth AiMndia Eiaan Sabha oomibeneed at 
Bezwfida on the Hth. March 1944 amid en*oi«*8 of irreat enthuMiHam. Tliere were 
over 50,000 |>eoi)le in<*hiding more tliun 5,000 women. The Preeideiit wee 
taken to the roatriim to the neetiiiipmiimeiif nf liHiid play**d by Kiaau volunteen. 

After the leeitnl of wnn* Kia^an eonga by Indy volnntrare, the ISeeretary to the 
Reception Committee introdu*.Md proniiiicn* «Mig.ies from rarioue provinoea to the 
audience. 

Welcominir the Prei-id ‘nt tfwl the defeirM* Mr. C. Vaaudeva Rao^ Chair- 
man of the (^upTnitt.'p, Knid : •‘0<»ra i4 mitinly a food-grewiiig pruviiice 

end it i't onr duty to pi- dn -e o.co'p ; hnt. mere inereaRi d rirndiictioti will not retnit 
in any good unhaa we ace the priet-s tire {i.ir and within the reach of the nllla^c■; 
or elae tb« nn-ne»»lr-ihh H tigul will l)c repeated here.'* 

After narr.itiiig at leugih the noik dtme by the A. I. K. S. to- 

warde the p li«*f of t^amiar atri<*k<'ri plHOea, via. Bengal, II •yalase«*ma and .tlalabar, 
the Ohrtirni'in rec Mintfrd the vat jo«t« iiehifvementa of the EiMaii Sabha, by the Vrow 
more f'tod’* •••inipai :n, aueh an 'he Mudraa (jfivernmint’H law', making it obligatory 
on th«* Zimindara to repair all the irrigation works under th»’ir charge; the build- 
ing up hy ChiVHrnment of a number of projects in Eiatna Went (lodavari and 
ReyalaaeemM diatrieta. He aaid that when the-^e were completed, iakiia of acret 
would b*’ fre-hly brought under cultivation. 

S'reesing the ni ceggiiy of KiHan agricuUnral labour uui»y to fight for equitable 
Wagex for auricultiiral lahourere, he raid eiieh unity could do a lot in the way of 
■eciiring grain b ane at low pri'*eH and nettling disputes among agricultural dabour 
and the penaaiitH hy mtitiml dieciisHioii and co-operation. He cond-mned ilhu 
Ran'faitea who. he aaid, were nothing but diaTUtilioniata who are neither airivitiii ^or 
protecting the intpregt. of the r^eanantiy nor fur natiitnal Defence, but rontiiiuiug in 
their activity of di*iriiption again-t the f»eo|de and agninat National Defence. 

Conclii lirg. Mr. Vaoudeva Rno hoi*ed that thiM Heraioo, in the present nat onal 
and internatioii'tl eventa. would unify the entire Indian peastiitry and fulfil ita 
historic role 'l*he country was hMiking to them for giiidsnee, he gMid, and he firmly 
believed that this Gonferenee would show a correct way out of ibe ao many difficult 
problems facing ihe country to-day. 

Amid shouts of **Ki«nii Sshha Zindahad’* and “Inqnilab Zindahad", Suiami 
8ahnjn»and then delivered Ids pre^identia! eddrraa. The iiddre**H gated an hour 
and a half and was translated in Ti lugii by Mr. J, R^imalingayyii, ae most of lha 
audience were from Andhrndesa. 

Condo|pnce resolutions on the death of Mre, Oandhi and Mr. /?. 8» Pandit 
were then put from the chair and pass«'d. 

Messages wishing the C'»nf‘*rence sncceas were read. Prominent among those 
who gent the inesaag**4 were Babu So^an Singh and Sohanainyh Bhnknna (Punjat»), 
Dr Subharnyan^ Mr. .Sri Prakna^, M.L.A (Oentfsl). Mahaknvi Vailathoi, Mr. O, J#. 
8ved, President. P»ind Muslim Lragiie and member of the Working Committee of 
the All-India Mnstiro League. Mr. MHnaJkanti Bote {Amrita Bazar Patrika,) Mr, 
Bhupendranath Dutt and Mr. A/. 8, M, Sharma, Eiitor, Daily Oazette, KartteoL 

Praafdeut'e Address 

A demand for the Tflesse of Congrete l«dew end ibe fifabJW meBt of u 
national government was pnt forward by BwamI Sahajanand Sarasu’^b$ in hie 
presidential addnas to the All-India Biean fc^abha Co»ler«.ce Inid at on 

the 14tb. Marah 1944. The President emwaed hia 0 |;|oailion to ibe PakfatM 
Bcbeme and dialt with Uie fconomic pobltma of ti»e . ... 

Ectnea. reodpiarent of the visit of Unkniwa GatMt and cliir paiirral If ad- 
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\ wn faaek vhMi Hm ooBtlrvolift nonraiM of tho OoDncM to 
000 eioraof nipeM lor die TfUk 8iror»} nldhTiuS ooliot too lakHo memben was 
lonDOlftifd, men ogoin oitneowed boro to*do9 whin the AlUIndia Kieen Oooferenee 
Dpeoed Ite eeeeioo. Dn^pite tho rMtrietiooo loipoeod oo railway aod baa IraTcl, 
tboaoandt nado their way to Bi^awada. 

Tho Preoident-elort Swam Sahajanand and other Kiaao leaden were takeo 
to fnoeeialdii in country oarta drawn by aturdy Andhra bulla. The proceeaioo 
whieb waa two milea long waa compoaed of nearly 120,000 people and waa very 
ooloarful, with thooaanda of red flaga flattering. Slogana each as "Kelease Con- 
greaa leadcii” and **Down with Faaeiat Aggreaaion” were Inquently uttered with 
tothnaiaom* 

After the prooeaelon, Mr. Bankim Mukrfjm nnfuYliNl the Cisan flag. In doing 
fo« Mr. Mukerjee said that the flag waa a sign of victory and unity. The R«*d 
FIflg ga?o hopea to the people of the country who were ravaged by famine and 
pestilence and dia-epirited by dipunion. The flag also promtaed the release of national 
leaders and the eaiabliahment of a reaponaible National Govern men t. 

The Oooferenee waa held in an open maidan. About 400 delegates and 30.000 
visitors had arrived by last evening. Various exbibitio-' stalls were opened. 
A cattle show waa also held. 

After Mr. P. C. Jo^hP^ opening speech, Swami Sahajanand delivered the 
preaideniial address. 

The Kisaiis, the President in the conrae of hia address said, represented 80 
per cent of the people resitling in villages and played an important part in the 
life of the country. They knew very little of politics, but understood well their 
day-tO*day needs and economic i>roblema and were devoid generally of the idea of 
collective bargaining and aserriion of their rights, '^he Kiaan Sabha,'* he said, 
*]ndges the soundnesa nr otherwise of politics to the extent it effectively solves the 
bread and butter problem of the producing masaea, while others judge economics 
in the Ifgiit of its serving thf'ir politics or being an end in itself. In my opinion 
they cannot const! lute the executive of the Sabha. It iaour duty to clear once for 
all the cobwebs and miata that surround it., declare its poaiiion in unequivocal teema 
and adopt meaanres on the basis of its distinct political entity.** 

Dealing with the economic problems of the Kiaana, the President said that the 
crowere of jute and can** and the nianufacturere of gvr were the hardest bit of the 
Rieaiia daring th*>ae days of liigh prices for all other commodities. The Kiaan 
Sabha had bwn demanding a fair price for both of these. The enquiry committees 
set up by the Government from time to time, bad in their own way arrived at 
charges of cultivation. Many imtmrtant itema of expenditure like intereet chargee 
on capital investment, which had changed hands almost cent per cent, 
had not been tskeii into account by those committeee. The All-Tndia Kiean Habha 
Buat apwnt an enquiry committee to make a detailed survey of the cultivation 
eoatfr for juts and cane, and submit a report on the baaia of which they could 
demand fair and minimum prices for both jute and cans. *'l1iere is a wide disparity 
in the prices of augar pievailiog in the various parta of the country. As regards 
gwr. tbs IJ. P. and Bihsr Oi»vernmenta fixed e very low price and later, to add 
insult to tlm iujiiry, the authorities have totally alcu>ped the export of gur outside 
tbcee province! by utiv private agen^ and they themselves have so far exported, 
if at all. very little gur from U. P. and perhaos nothiag from Bihar The one 
distinct effect of the policy is that while in Bihar and U. P. gur ta simply rotting 
and wasting for want of oonsuinere and purchaaera in the oooeuming provinces of 
Maharaebtra and others it in selling between Rs. 20 to 30 a msiuid. The authorities 
bava also banned tlie mawnfaetura of gur in the areas of the augar factories in the 
Punjab, Bengal and Andhra, and the Gwalior Btaie too liae not lagged behind in 
the mniter. Can* ot wa force the nn willing hande of the rulera to oonc^e our 
dmand in reeiwct of ut leaet sugarcane and gur ?** 

Mils more food we produce,’* the President continued, "the more ceerce it 
beeomec. In the forma of our food committees and other kindred aetivitiee we went 
indeed wery much, by •ettfng exeinples, to force the Ooveiumeut to edopt our 
method and euggeetiOD to cofoe ell these knotty problems. But even our well- 
tbonghtKmt plane to meet the meet threatening aitnation have no piece In the min^ 
end workingi of oar ndere. Politlee liee el the root of all tbia. I am afraid, and 
without the pditieel eolulioD, no emonnt of aneh eommittem end the apparent 
jgipnler jonity behind them ell will do ea that unify ie like n body without 

The Prerideet pioteMed etnegly egaiaci the inereeae in mllwey fore in the 
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^ Froe^ing. Bahm^ u» : ^It bu bSim. bImbi b Ib^iIob wltt 

tlM offleisto aBd othen to repcBi ibu ilie Kimiib bBT« hrc-oai« vctlihy and proaptf 
out dm to^ high prices thej bib grttiiis boo. But it is sB sstsblisbcd fsst tbst 
BMBB USD n per sent of ibs pescBOt-holduiM sib BO-seonoBie sod sIbibbI 90 psr 
ssiitof tbs Bjssob sib eoBsrqusBtlv OBder^fed sitd ttudsr^slotbBd bs tbcf bbbbbI 
pvodiiss aMMigb to feed sod ololbs tbsasclfct sod ihrir dcpendsiita. oo tbs 90 
psr emt of tliB KIbbbb bs?s bo sbipIbb to soil aod thus gBt tboBissIvBS BBiisbid.'' 
Tbs PresideBt appeslsd lo tbo Msdias OofernBCBt to take up bBstsdiaiely tbs 
coBstmtioB of csual proisoto io BayaUsssBa ia order to root oat IbbIbb oblob 
was often prsfaleBt tboro. 

Hmabb OOBomaM Lbadbbb 


Bwami Sahajauandt desliOK osKt oitb tbo poliilesl sItostioB sold : ‘‘IndlBn 
polltlsB is alloircd to drift sod tbs polidosl BtsIsmsts betrays boI o?sb tbo rwotsst 
sign of solndon. Tbo mon tbo eonotry oudsafonrs to find a way ont of tbo 
inpassa, tbs mors befliog sod eompllcated form it assumss. Almost all tbs rio* 
MntB in tbs eooBtey are psrslstsotly dsmsBding tbs relsass of tbs Oongrsss Isadsn 
and an luidsmtsnding botwssB tbs OoBgissa and tbo GoTornmeBt. But Um Qo?- 
ommsnt tarns a deaf ear to all this and tbo GoTcmment'a eoDsIsient reply Is an 
smiibatle' This sbowi tbs oomparatifo wssknsss and strrngtb of too oonotiy 
and tbs Gofommsnt rsspsetivoly.'’ 

BofsrriBg to tbo suebsss of tbo OoBgiMS In tbo isesnt bys-slsotlona» tbo 
PrsaldeBt obasrvsd that tbey did not indlcats any rising slrfBatb of tbs ooaniry 
politiesny. **Riesl poHtieal power Nss* in lorrign bands tnat ere oseoming inercasingly 
determined and emboldened noi to port with lu Bo far, the people bats not bsm 
able to wTsai tbia power from the unwilling hands. No doubt, the general poUtisal 
eonsiUnanois In the eonatry has inersaasd manifold, but it baa taken no deflnlli 
form and bereft td the dgbling mood In tbo pnblie, it soonts little in soneielo 


Pmrriii abd Bubsuw Avaloot 

*l am BO believer,** Bwami Sakt^tumml deefend, *Ib eitbsr PakIstaa oi 
Akhand Hioduatan* An iodiTiBihle India in the sense of nnstlntsd and onwsvsrint 
loyalty to it and the inlnet p r ese r vation of nil the eommnnltisi» seota nnd rsligibm 
that inhabit thia great and saelsBt land <d ours is the thtag to bs eonesived oi 
eehlevtd end eepired after, and it is this India that lenlly mnCIsrs with ms. Bat 
Indeed we esnnot eee eneh en IntBe an seeomplished faet by aseeae of dio 
the Haelime, the Depreseed Oleseei and others eonilSBlIy sparring at sseh othsi. 
This can be sehisved only as a reselt sithsr of tha dtoloiigad miberatioM in a 
apirit of gfva-and-takn by soot-bsadsd spoketBsaa of all tbs sommanltlss ami arptn 
possess e d oi hcosd outlook or of an sconombi programme oompisbsasivsly ptepaisd 
and andercakaii, nosoted and timnalaiod Into asiloa by tbom wbo isnily 

*'At thia atage ibere soma forward some, dmalrlng psibsps of tbs gnidi 
rssalt of Ibs bitter sad beReving In tbs former. They ssrioaslf snnst s iormnJn 
as s basis lor tbs former. They Interpiet Pakistan as Uit right of ssH-dalermlnn- 
tkm for tbs Mnslim nsiSonslUifO. sod teklag tbeir cos from Bovist Itofat ibsy 
pnm lor lu noeeptaoes by tbs Hindos ssd tbs Oongieas Issderabip* Tbs Kim 
Balte bas so far ebosen to remain neotral in tbs asnttar la Itn own iBlensl nod 1 


am eonviBsed that this has bssn the right ehoiee. 

••Bat BO far ee 1 am peisonally eooeemed, I bava ssrioos Imw end dsjibm 
aboBt the saeeem of the astioBel •elf-determiaatioa pdley as applisd m Jadb fas 
the premat elaie of her pditieal dev^meat I Imr that tbel poliey will be dam* 
gsroBsly mlsplsecd hers. Firstly, tbs mnitsry sad seonomie aaioa bstwesa tbo 
BatioaJitisi ood tbs lesl of tbo eoaotry, ond ao lu ^ oompfeU omamdpm 
tta of tbo pcasoam wbicb sob bs noiblag aboil of lbs shsolBU ItaaldaUeB sf ^ 
wona of laadlordlni. and tbs hsadllag over of ^.wtlro poMtkol mor to tlm 
KUoat and tba Moadoora-ilieio tbmr aro tbo bools slcmtau and faetM wbUb 
soaslitau Ipgetlior tbs astioBsl seif-dc^lastiim potto. Bow to Ifj. Jo 

pnbioribo wltboot lescrvatloa to tbcos toee loadsascatds of ibm I I Ibto 
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of Am Ifotttmf, brnut fbe Mnilini mmmiIi m soeli bate Bam idntlifd 
wilh PftkiatMi m&Hmml tmi if ««6r tb^ b^re doM *0 «l all ifa^j 
dcHia M MiialiiDf and not pwaanu. And if and when tbcf do lOi I Mm o 
all Ibo Nawabo and Zamiadm of ibe Mudim Leasva, who are lo ▼oelleioBa 
ngaiding Pakiatao now, »U1 eUber drop tbit fhiita ioiallj or dip oot of the 
Laagoa w a body, Laatly, M. fitalio oppoaed fdiear ntly the eaceaekai d Ibe border 
lagioiia daring Iba ddl-frar daye and after, with ail bia mifjbt on tba plaa that io 
danand aaparallon then vaa a ooiipter rerolation. Noo auppodag the r|abl d 
aiU daterminatioo ia aranled to die MneliaBi and tb» dcmadi inaMdiatdy tbdr 
aapamtioB, witboat waiting for an indefinite period ifil ai>e Moaliia maaeca bate 
b Aaaaa aooooaaleally aad politically elaaa-eonaounia wbat wHl be our podiioB than f 
Will wa then oppoaa It on the laine grouad aa M. Btalbi f Will It not then look 
xUttMloaa aod fighting for tka ioipoMibla at that t 1 an, tbrnfoii^ dafiaitdy of 
opinion that antil a oonganial ataMMphcra for mntiial nndaratanding k created, wa 
vnet eonoentrate on a wdl-thovgfat-oat eeononle prograniae. 

COWOBBBe TO Nsm A lW IS Natiowal boot 
Deferring to the Oo^reaa.and attempta to aet up an anti»Coiigieaa bloe, tba 
Praddentaaid: 'Xhir difirren'eiM .with the Congreeo and lie laedaiiliip are fnada- 
maatd in atany reapeeta. Bat they era mnUero between oareeltee da-e-ak one 
aootbar and aurrly not when the oonntry'a freedom it nt ataka. Baeondlj, they 
are not aaeh aa to meka na forget our aleTeiy for a moment aod atreogtheo the 
baada that tighten our chaine. We do reeliee in onr bearte that the Oongreae ia n 
aeaw eonerate form of the netionat reeott egeiiiet foreign domination, and aa long 
at that domination ia there, the necewity ot the Congreea or a doiilar organiaailoii 
will ever remain, and we will not be a party to ita eztinotion ia why we have 
dwaya denanded aod continue to demand its legalisation and utic^ondltional releaae 
of In leadenhip. *1 hie we do despite the stern fact that we have never improved 
the Ooogreei attitude and policy aa regarde the war and war tffo to. We are 
oonvine^ that auch oppoeitlon will not io the least eocelerete our fight for freedom, 
nor will U bring that freedom any nearer. We further hold that oppoeition wUl 
only emkiolden the Asia to attack India and aa we can in no way reconcile ourseltres 
to prefer tlie fresh slavery of the Axis, we have adopted that eiiituds. Bnt so far 
■i eo-operation with thcea efforta is eonoemed, the same cannot and mnat not be 
ezpeoied from ns in the abeence of the congenial atmoapliere, which it ia the duty 
ol onr rulers to create, as an outcome of the Naiinnel Govern ment dfoerviog a 
heairty aod willing co-operation of the people and masaee of India.* 

Fourth Day — Bezwada— ISth. March 1944 

Reaelntlona 

V The fourth day evasion of tiie All-India Kisan Babba wu reanmvd at five 
this afternoon bffors a record crowd of 60000. All the reaolucionB which were earlier 
peaeed by tlie 8ubi(*ote Committee were again moved and passed nnanimouily. 
Beaolationt on * '^grievancea of the Btatea’ peoidct,* "defence fund and eavinge 
oertifteatee" and ‘'fund prmmrement imUry*' were alao moved end pemed. 

Mr. Butuuu 8ambamu*thi, ez-tipeaker of the Madrae Legialauve Aaeembly, was 
it do-day. He made a abort ape eh In Trlnan. Addreaaiog the oonferenee, 
> B. Bambaninrtbi said that the food problem oonld only be solved by tiie 

[bHahment of a Naiional Government. He added that the lormetioo of a 

Naitoal Government and the transfer cf power to India would lead to laal freedom 
In llm world.*' Mr. 8ambamar|i said that the present famine and other dtfiknltiae 
ware dne to the laet thnt the preeent India Governmenl was maaaed by paraoaa 
aol tha mreaeatativea of the people. Thm waa ao mntnal tinst batwaea 
the Oovaroa 




tha pcopla aad 


at Ha uhorted tha people to 


aad got 

BpeiklBg on dbe laadlBtloB oa ''release of politieel leaden/' Mr. Bmnhim 
Mmkkmjm made a epiilted apeech lasting an honr and said that tN gritwih of 
itecagth of the Hkaa Bahha bed dkanyad Ita ofiponaak ia tha eonatry. Thk 
gtowth Id Its ativagth wgi dna to itt firm ataad aMina^.Faaeiam. Tho people of 
ladle were becomb*g eoaaciooaly antl-faeeiit. be addM. more aod more they had 

come to mllae that the fierdma and p rog ren of ladaa lai . 1 1 ! 

tha prognaalve ioma of the world, eepedMIy Boeala aad €biaa. 

Mr. Makhevjn nvoorediag aald, the Govanimeat did aol allow the Ooagina 
we aigoiiiie win the Lngae to hrkg eboat aatkaal nalty aavieegad ia tba 
A^LAU. naainima i lamnd te bi JML 
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tedarlM io tjuto fa^, ia thdr igoonnoei ia their eoahuiae thoaiht tha beat 
coam for flHWatioa loy id the wey of MboUge. It wee on thet queetion that the 
AiMndie Ktseii bebhe took e firm atend. It ehowed to the world end went to the 
meeiee to deolere thet the peih of eeltetioii did not lie through eebotege which 
would hemfvr their pro^treee end effirte towerde freedom end liberty. 

OoiicludiiiK, Mr. Mukherjee hoped thet the All- Indie Kiaen tiebhe would drew 
to ita banner the milliona of Kiaena of Indie to work for the freedom of the 
conn try. * 

Or. Adhikary (People’a War), who apoke next, refuted the charge that tlia 
Communiat Party dominated the Kiaen Sabha end emphaaiaed the need for complete 
unity among the verioua pertiea. 

Many other prominent delegetra alao apoke atrepaing the need for national 
unity and co-operation towerde achivving liberty and the releave of leadera. 

Swatfii Sahajanand Saraewathi. windint; up tha conference, thanked the 
audience for turning up in larger ntimberM and adjourned the aeaaiou amidat ahouta 
of Kiaen 6abha Zindabad, Hindu-Muelim Unity, etc.'* 

COII&IUNlbTB* ATTXTUDB to (jOVV. 

Cultural demoatrat t ; f were held Ikai night in eunncLtiou. with the AlMndia 
Kiaan fc^abha. Theae inchn td a Zamin lyot Imllei, tra-tataie daiicea, chan-chetha 
technique of Bombay, burrakatha narration and btaliiigrad and Moscow reconqueat 
aoiiga. 

Mr. P. C. JoBhi formally opening the ahow said that culture waa sonielhiiig 
more viul than mere politica. 

be denied the charge that Commuiiiala were atrong siit>por<eia of the British 
Government. The Communiata all over India, s|>et‘iMlly in Andhra and B*ngal, were 
working tor tamiiie-reiief and al**o proieMing agHitiPi hoaicieia ui mHuding tair price 
for KtaMiiH. Waa thia lieiping ihe Gov»rnnient, he ask»d. 

CVjiicludiiig. he apiiealed to all to join haiida and work for people's food, releaM 
of National leaders and national freedom. 

Next e^EseroM iv Kerala 

The Central Kisan Council met this morning for an hour in camera after 
which the Bulijecta Committee reaumed general difctihsion and pHsced tour new 
reaoliitioiit on “bugarcane problem,*' 'greetings ii> ihe Cluniae peo|le,' **giow more 
food" and * previntioii ot iamine in Ka}alasi-eina." 

The resol luioti on China expressed confidence that tlte two peoples of China 
and India would aoou be liberated to take an honouiable t>iirt in the rebuilding of 
the world and ilie regineratiun of Asia. Mr. Ka^her sivgh China (Punjab,) who 
reeeiiily returned trom w tour of Chiuw and moved the leauluiiun gave a vivid 
picture of conditiona in wartime China, 

ill regard to sugar, the Babha called upon the U. I’, and Bihar Government 
to set up a coniiuiUfc with repreaeiiiativca of canegiowera, Kiaan and millownera to 
go into tile problem of sugarcane cuttivatiou in detail. 

'For giving relief to the People in Kayalaseima the Sabha urged the ap%edy 
execution of the Tungahhadra ana other projects. 

Ihe fourth resolution on the "Grow More Food" campsign, demanded tha 
removal of obstacles in the way of the Kisaiia and suggeaied the supply of teatrd 
seeds aud cheap manure, greater irrigational facilities and the declaration ot a Bera* 
torium on all agrk'uliural loana aud debts advanced to Kisant by Government 
during the pendency of the war, tlie passurg of legislation (or reducing the burden 
of rent nuG taxes of the cultivator and the restoration to Kieans of their landi 
which wen transferred or from which they were svicied owing to famine coodilkma. 

Delegaiea from Bengal and Kerala iuvitifd the Babba to hold the ^ next acaeion 
In their resjpective provincca but after some discusaion on the subject U waa dually 
dtcided to nold the same in Kerala next year. 

'Ihia moruiug a cattle ahow waa hela. Buffaloea, stud- bulla, etc,, of the ramt 
nnd ftneat type were exhibited before a large gatliaring. .... 

The Reception Committee had made splendid arrsiigementa for boarding nnd 
lodging of the delegaiea *ihe aeasiou waa older ly and the huge gathering maintained 
wonderful diicipliue. The only incident waa the removal of the red nag hohued 
on the Mogaliajapuism Ulll nnd (he hoisting of a black flag in Ita aiaad* 

Fifth Day— Bezwada— 16tb. March 1944 

The AlMiidIa Kiaan Committfe met this evenii.g and eketed the Cenitn; 
Kisan Council lot the forthcoming ycaii which cooataud of aixtecn mimbcn^ includl 
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ins Mr. Munfttr Ahm«d (ReRcul), Mr. J Bokhari (Bird), Mr. Barrhada llalavi^a 
and CbundiiT (U.)*.). Krniti>an (Malabar). Mr. (. Bundarayja, and ilr. 

N Prasad Kao (Andbraf, Mr. Rain* aaindbn Roy (Biima rall«>), Mr. Jbahanlo 
(Puniab), Mr. Jiimuna Raib (Bt^bar) ai*d Bhalrav Bbarati (Gaallor Bute.) 

Bnnidt'ii tbeK<>, Mr. Rartananda Sbarina (Btrbar) and Mr. Afcsbar BiDfrh 
€2)ifiiiab (Punjab) aara elaeiHl aa Viea*Prt«idaDta. Tba Cuantittaa alao eltcied 
iha following four Joint Bacrfiarira : Mr. Abdullah Baaocd (B«ngal). Mr. Jadu- 
nandan Bbarma (Bahar)* Mr. Ja^ Bingh (Pinijab) and Mr. £. IL B. Kamb^iipod 
(Rarata). 

Fartbar it ^aa daaidad by tba Committao that Mr. Rhoa-bal IQian of 
tba North* waat Frontiar Prorinoa ba inritad to attaod tba Ontral Kiaan 
Oomudl naatinfa. 


The Non-Party Leaders* Conference 

Openiiif Dasr-Lucknow— 7th. April 1944 

PiMidutlal Addnw 

Tba nfad lor rfataring constitutional Gcnwrament hi tba prorineea and tba 
aatiibKMliiBcnt of a National Qiiycrnmcat at the Centre waa atfaaacd by Sir Tej 
Bahadur Sapru in his |ireeidsntisl sddrcas at the Noii-Party Leaders* (Mofarcnce 
which met at l«ucknow on the 7tb. April t044. 

Ba urg#4 the release of Mr. Gandhi and other Gongreaa leadera ard the eon* 
Tailing of a National Conference for settling the communal problem, and appealed 
lor (joTcrn mint’s co-operation in sebieving unity in India. 

Sir lej Bahadur appcnlad to his counirymeu to close their ranks to fight 
Japan and sliow the enemy thsi **out iK^st safeguand and shield against foreign 
interference is that true and genntne spirit of nationalism whieb will brook no 
intefflerei»oe ou the fisrt of any forHgn nation eTco Uiongb it may profeM lo juaiify 
its conduct in tba name of Itlieriy and freedom.*' 

ReTtewiug fbe iKiliiical events since the meeting of the Conferenee in Delhi in 
Febmmry ltt42. Bir Tej Bahadur referred to the Ciinps Mission sud ssid : *Tt wss 
to me a matter of sutireme regret ihst the ncgoiisti(^*s which at one time held out 
the promise of soWitig ilie roiihiitiitionsl deadlock eame to an abrupt end. If each 
party had adopted a more acroniniodetiug attitude, if a h^RS legalistic view had been 
talmn by each imrty and if all concerned worked in a different spirit, it seemed to 
me at that time not only possible but slso probshle that Uie situation might have 
been aaved and much of tlie uuplessaiittiess and bitterDess that followed the failure 
of ^e Cripps Misaiou might have lieeii spared.’* 

Referring to tiie Congress resolution of August 1942, he said : So far as I 
sm aware Congressmen deny the inierf»retation ahich has been put on their resolu- 
tion and bold rery strongly that the lesKiifss and Tioleooe which followed cannot 
laiHy and reasonably be attributed to (hem. How til that came shout, has yet 
to be InTestigated by an independent tribunal. I have no doubt that not only do 
leading Congressmen sinccielT ngret the acts of Uw1e^slleB• and yiolenoe which 
happened in August 1942, and subsequent months, but that there also is a sery 
large b^y of opinion outside Congress circles which has always deeply regretted 
that things should bsTe happened ae they did. It hss not hesitatra to publicly 
denouuee those sets of violence Uiough it hss never s(^eepted in its entireiy the 
oflioial view as to Ibe causes which kd to the outbreaks nor has it entirely appro- 
ved of action taken by the Government in some places on some oecsoloDa and 
in some instsneee. It is permirsible to ask what steps Government took between 
May 1942 and August 1942 to iirevcnt or stop the growing deterloratioD of the 
situation. 'Was i( wholly iiiit>oef*ible for Oovtniment to establish oonCaeti with 
leaders which might have led to s betterment of the situation T 

It is to my mind most regrettable that ttie rebellicn of 1942 should have beea 
advertis^ far and wide as if it meant a rtbellicu on the part of tlic bulk of the 
pot»ulstioD. It will not do for any wise Government to dwell upon it day in sad 
day ODt and to refosa for ibot retaon to make a aaove on in tbe mdeal field. 
Today tbo internal aituatioii baa materially ehaoged but it ia more ttan obtiono 
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tluit tlim !• A kfen dcpife on thf* pnrt of n )nrpe ucclloo of pnlOi? that nos 
otilY the ordinary eonatitational form of Gorern»n«»ii( fihoulii he r^nored but tliat 
prt not and (rffiiiine atepa ahouM bf> taken to acei'h'rate psOi.biia'nnrnt. of fully 
re*f-»sov^rninu inaitiiriona and that Gr^verninent ahnnld be to ive partitilpaiita in 
>h- a •IiitioM 01* our interna] diflioiiltiea. Jt ia a mattpr of dee»' that HMG 

4ii 1 the Govfiiifnt'Dt ill ltidt% have adopted a •horNai|!'h(fd MMitmb of imuv** 
hilitv even though it. ia ahiiitiinutiy plain i' a an otrar#hAniiiitfly hir^e aecMeni of 
ihe country ii and aliraTa haa' been oiiprnied to all ideM of Faaeiarn and Naziiiryi 
and ia anztona for the ultiniHte vindication of the prineinlea of denot^ra.'ty. 

*£ren though there may be conHid^'nibfe doubt in the minde of many of iia 
f.a to whether many of the rh 'i.n^cal i*hrt-.*»a and abatement a of tlioae in 
ei her in India or in Kn!*l uid are poinif o b" im'-h^mt^nt^d in their entirety and 
i:i a true aririt of hrosid-minihd at^reHmaneldo. ia iiiHlnithUMlty a very lar»^e 
body of opinion in India wideh ha^ al'^aya favnir d the Allien in the Ii0|«€ and 
Mief that their am'iWHa may lead to tlte eHtnhliah nr-ni of a true demo4*ratic govern* 
ni«'iit in th** country. U ia not that I am orirto kinvr nur Internat difTnencea. hnt 
m<itntain very “irongly fho*<e diffe.i'nc^K vill not be aolved nnvi! tb*r€ ia a 
tieiiuine conviction nriKliit-.d in the minda of the feopte that India can reaMoiiahly 
cx'iect n fair and aqimr»' deal. That convh-iion, I ani^ bound to aay, ia lackini:. 
'Pbe key Hoa in the rfmoval of the stiirit 0l miitu* 1 diattual whicli ia the dt.uiiiiiani 
feature of the NitnnMor. 

“Von ronat hnve noticed that the Allied OouiicU or tlic War Cabinet haa Ken 
ce^'lbliHhed. leclitrKv\1!y^ I.ncii!i may be H. fu :.i3 be n |>reKCiilid on atirh counciia, 
but I aak Ton whether the revrea* titativra ‘rbo h;»vc been aent to aiic!« coiTiirila or 
l;,c War Caldnei or the deb'uarbmK wnii!« h iv.* I)c *n sent abroad wuiilil have been 
bcnt if a truly national govcrti iite.it hrA been in fiowcr. 

Vitmuov’s Cocscu. 

“I/nvtng aaide fbeae Kirc. r qi*esftioiia I B^k >oa to itoi>:'icr wh’'! cjc*ir»ly ia 
the po*4iiion at the Centre today. 'J'hcrc wcr»> howm* niiu’nu u"* ''ho niiiiJ the oilier 
day thouyht or hoped that the Home and Finance portfo)i**K votjld \'m f)hic«d in 
Indian handa. That bo^^e bna now bci'n d' fivtcii Aa •« d»b 'ipc p iint however, it 
may be nri:e»;l agv.nat tm ♦hat ten niemlierM nf th« ’ x^ciitirc C uni. jl of the Giiver- 
nor-Oeiieral are Indiana, but I vaitnre *.)ahy ih^l ilic:e baa noi b-en dining the 
la«t quarter of a century or more en Kitccniivc f'on»tcU wiiti baa hold on the 
vnblir mind nr with leaa moral prestige in the coiintiy than the Cotinrii fniie- 
t!' ni: at prearnt at Delhi. 

''Hoaaoevfr much it may be claimid that th«* l.x»'*iitive Oouneil worke aa an 
Huronomoiia body, I f^ink it will require nuic-h hardiliixd to deny that ita atrinea 
J ic rul 'd from acroaa the eeaa by a refhry of State, hImi is ennatiriifionatly 
reaoonaible to the British electorate whirl* Ima n*i»hrr direc t or adiqnate knowledge 
of India nor aiifficiently active inferc^*! in our »ill.i»ra The whole arrangement ia 
III) natural and in the altered aitiMtioii of li.diM [ fee] eonfideiit that tliere ia no 
itart> howaover moderate or sober, which is prepared to HUjiport a ayatim like iiie 
esisting one. 

•‘From the Centre let ua paa« On to the Prorineea In B'-nira], Asaam. Oriaaa, 
N-W Frontier Provineea and Sind vmi have Minialera fiii'ciioniiig under the Gov* 
ernment. of India Act. But remrinh* r. • vm in aon>p of ihwe prin’inrea Prime 
Miniatera who eomroand<*d th» loiiridrin-r of Iegirl:>tnira were luriipd out not be* 
rauee their foUnwera bad de-crtcd them o** ib»ir b^tialHfine- had txiwcaaed by any 
roiiatitutinnal method their (liK.in rnvi l ol their e< iifinet but b«'eaiiae tney did not 
fit in with the policy of their <iovrrn.»ra. D ia pl)a^ilde iji aiipi»ciri ihtir diamiaaal 
on ndminiatraHve or even political urounda, but 1 mainhun v *ry ationgly that it 
would be putting too much atrain on the ( im ennatiintionnl tln-ory to midiiUin 
that their reaignationa or to use the correct phrase trnir diamiaiftlH were warranted 
by any one of those cireumatancea which would warrant the diamissal of Prims 
Ministers either in England or in the Dominiona. 

“In other provineea such as Madras, Komhay, the Central Provineea, the U. P, 
and Bihar yon nave got the aiitocraie rule of Governors ahn raise taxes and apend 
public money without the supfiort of Miniat/ra or the duly elc ivd represontativM of 
the people and who carry on the day-to-day adminiairsti m not on tlw advice of or 
in consultation with the reprcaetitMtivis wf the. iwoide, but mN’ording to IMr 
unaided lighta. I am aware that the one an aer which ia naually giren to entietom 
of thia character ie ihet it ie not the fault of the Briti^ti Govfromeiit that 
poaitlon ehould be what it ie but that It ie the fault cf CoDgreaemen who uawMy 
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dcelM to tender ibeir reeig^natione and refnaed to bear the borden of Sieir 
reaponeibilitiae. 

*1 have alwaya rvgrott^ thfa dfcialnn of the Congreae. It waa neitfaar wiae 
nor fair on tbeir part to have reaigned ibeir office without reference to their elec- 
tora, but the qneptinn ia whether the miatake eommitted by CoiiKrefiamen nearly 
five years aeo can be a sufficient justification for penalizing and punishing the 
electoraiea from year’s end to year’s end. 

' The bnestion which arises now ia whether the present position can be prr- 
pefuated indefinitely and people allowed to biood over the situation fo a much 
longer time and whether it is wise or expedient to allow the sense of fruetra^ion 
to dominate men’s minds still longer f That there ie d^ep reeentment and a keen 
sense of fruairstion at large, 1 have not the least doubt. It is unwise in the abiding 
interest of India and England to allow the present dtate of things to continne in 
provinces any longer. It ia absurd to mortgage the future of thia cooutry by 
planning f>ost-wsT reconatruction and development schemes without giving the duly 
fleeted legislature a fair and free chance of expressing themselves on the expediency 
or desirability or feasibility of' these plans howsoever well mesnt they may be. 

PBOVIVGIAL LbOIBLATURBS 

"The mnre important question, however, is what should be done now. Frankly 
I think the time has come when constitutional governments and legislatures shoitla 
be restored in the provinces. If the legislatures have lost the force of their mso- 
dates or hsve become jaded there is no reason why there should not be a general 
election in the provinces and at the Centre, when there have been doting the war 
elections in Australia, B. Africa and elsewhere. 

"Assuming that the result of the general election is going to be— and I am 
not makiog any vain or exaggerated assumption— that the majority of the ifembers 
returned to the legislature are Congressmen or Muslim Leaguers, why should we 
shrink from a situation like that ? I do very strongly hope that they will be 
firepared to undertake resnonsihillty and if there is a change in Ihh spirit all round 
I have no doubt that tbeir attitude towards the wsr effort will slso be quite helpful. 
Btt assuming that these expectations are defeated I believe that they will not 
stand in the way of minorities forming governments as they realize that people 
will ardently prefer a change from 8ec. 93 rule. We can if necessary onnelves 
provide some eafeguards. 

**I very strongly believe that the best safeguard that we can provide ia the 
estabUahment of coalition ministries in the provinces. And once coalition ministries 
are estabtished the task of breaking them will not by any means be easy. It can 
further be provided that a mere vote of no-conftdence moved on behalf of a party, 
if carried, shall not have the effect of terminating the life of the party in power 
unless the party moving and supporting that vote is prepared to form an alternsive 
""government. Minority govenimeota are temporary expedients dictated by political 
necessity, but they are not unknown to constitutional history snd practice. They 
need not be so unstable or so devoid of moral influence as to justify the present 
holders of lOwer in refusing to make a move forward. 

**1 should not however, be understood to sufrgest tbst I sbsll be content with 
olianges such as those indicated shove in the provinces. It is mv firm cou*~iction 
that democratic and responsible Provincial Qovernmenta cannot be yoked without 
oonsiderahie riaks of friction to a Central Government which is neither democratic 
nor reaponaible. It is for this reason that I suggest that a change at the Centre 
should algo be simultaneously brought about. It must he a ustional government 
r fireseniiog different )K)litical parties and communities. What limitations of a 
temporary character on its powers may be considered necessary or expedient in 
view of the existing situation is a matter for careful consideration. 

OOMUOKAL QcttniON 

"1 do not wish to ignore or bv-pass communaVdifferencee but communal 
diffiirenoea can be removed by trying, and not by refusing to try to remove them./ 
The time hen come when the well-being of India as a whole should find a first 
place in our programme, hut thia doea not mean that the interesta of minoritiea 
or ’'different nations*’— if that phrase must please some of my friends—shonld , 
ignored or that perfect freedom of opinirm should not be granted to those 
differ from the msjortty community. But these are matt era which can be 
by negotiations and mutual diacusaion and not by ex-cathedra judgments noif^ by 
demanding surrender to pre-ooDceived notions however honestly cherished. 

^Tt is in my opinion the doty of Govern meat not merely to preach to « us 
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imm Id dvf Um importMiee of Qiilty. or oonmnnal harnony tmt lo aMfdy 
Mp M la oehierinK that end. I eaooot however eee how thie end ean be aohieved 
witlioiit the aetive co-operation of the Gongreee -and the Mntlini LeaKiie and other 
IMOfiei fnelndina the Government. 8o Iona at the leaden of the Oongreea or any 
partienlar party ace denied the freedom to approach other partiea for porpoaea of 
aetttement we need expect no change in the aituation. 

^It ia for thia reason in pariicular that 1 would uraa that Mr« Gandhi and 
other leadera ahonld be released and then a National Gooferenee convened. The 
one around which ia now uraed aaainat the release ia that thiy have not ao far 
repudiated the Resolution of 1942. I venture to submit that no settlement of big 
IXMiUcal Issues can be brought abbut in thia spirit. It was not brought about in 
thia spirit ia the case of S Africa, Ireland or Egypt 

'^peaking for myself I say that however much I may differ from or deplore 
the Resolution of 1942 the demand that the leaders who have not even been tried 
by any indepaodant tribunal should from thdr places of oonfinemant admit their 
error and repudiate the conduct attributed to them strikes me as being in the nature 
of a coercive process which is not likely to yield any salutary results. The occa- 
sion demand a different spirit all round. It it by no means an extravagant belief 
or hope that once free they will exercise their Judgment freely in the larMt 
interests of the country and try to restore conditions favourable to an abiding 
settlement of outstanding issues between Hindus and Muslims and England and 
India. 

**Orave as have been the events of the last few days, when the enemy hu 
ventured to tread the soil of our country in a remote part of India. 1 think the 
occasion demands that we should close our ranks. This in my opinion is pre- 
eminently an occasion when not only Indians of different schools of thought but 
Indians and Englishmen should come together to offer united resistance to the 
enemy in the firm hope, belief and conviction that the new apirit of co-operation 
and goodwill for which I plead may furnish a permanent basil of asttlemant of 
our mutual differences and release our energiea from fruitleaa aodvitiM and euabla 
ns to lay the foundation of our future freedom and prosperity by applying our 
minds to the building up of a Oonatitntion which will be fair and jiist to all and 
which may fulfil the cherished ambitions of every community and every party in 
tbs common service of the Motherland.*’ 

Tbs Welcome Address 

Raja Maheswar Dayal Seth^ Cbsirman of the Reception Committee weleomiog 
the delegstes said : ‘The first step towards settlement in India has to be tsksu 
by Britain and that should constitute a different policy from anv so fsr announoed. 
It involves the release of Congress leaders, removal of control by tbs India OAos 
and a declaration transferring resi power to a representative National Government 
at the Centre and formation of popular and representative governments in the 
provinces. 

**Sec 93 rule must go. India most be made a free country so that she may 
fight along with other free nationa for the liberation of humanity ag^nst the on- 
slanghiB of Axis Powers not under the cenaorioua or indulgent eyes of a pompous 
Secretsry of Btste end bis brother imperialists thousands of miles away, Mm 

incapsble of making a right approach to the Indian problem. The vaunted Britin 
stateamauahip is dead so far as India is concerned. All that we can do ia to mobi- 
lize public opinion against tbs continuance of the present system and try to piri ao 
much preHure that even the present irresponsible Government may not be abld to 
ignore and Britain may be forced to reconcile India in her own intersst." 

The Raja 8ahi^ referred to what be ^led “the vexed politi^l ^ 

oar unhappy country” and added ; **We are living in an age which uiil be branded 
as the blackest chapter in Indian history. We are condemned to a 'police govem- 
ment* for the duration of the war at least. Lawless laws in the guiM of ordioMM 
are being clamped on the country to such an extent that mm man one Mlgu 
^nrt has cried in despair Uodieiary is paralysed.’ Still the juggsrnaut of 
reprsNion moves on with inexorable fury, cruibiog tbs life and liberty of our 
countrymen under its wheels.” 

Lord Wavell claimed that bis first duty was to ^n war. In to gala 
that objective in the speedieat possible time the Ba]a frit that His focrileoey nuot 
rev^ hla attitude towards the Gongreas and maka ^ 

mwtiea to assist him in the formation of a ^y Hatiopal O^aniiMi. Lo^ 
Wavell wanted Congreaa to repent before be coudesSmded to enliat the organi- 
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Mtion’t ioppoit in bis ndiLtnintmibni oo iiU o#ii term. Whnt WM thcie lot te 
ConKrets ti» Hn f^:U:d ti) tee why ibn Confprett tbould be pensiteed lor 

mandine Iiiut:p*'iidoucc in view of whei wns offered iu the Grippe ptopoeelii. Tbo 
' C^uii liicTio" piimef had bt«n deliberately twieled by the bareauemcy to dwmi the 
Cufitrreee. All Ui«; Alabatme Gandhi meant by that phrase was that Britain bhoiild 
trautfir real power Ui Indian hands. *A atsfitehad now been reached, when **po!ia- 
calli conaciotia Ituiu'^-aod that included all political paniea iu the country^ 
w»>ii'ed the aubalhiuo of freedom here and now and not at some nnspecificd fotoro 
date. To treat India as a dependency waa to foster the very evils which Britain 
Seemed so fwixious to remove. 

<’c>m•hldin^. he said : 'lueUad uf cl:ut;Hi|s to the dtscreditcd and craven policy 
of now posBUhH'H, eminent ahcnhl revive the prtviiiciai hpislatnics. The war 
><!ould not be ra a pretext for a ithlohUnji liOneral flections. It was impera- 
tive that tlnre sLonld be rennwcntative fijverninent in tu^ provinces.’’ 'ITxe Kaja 

hoped the coiilnMue vioiild be a prelude to a final %ettItm«Dt of our difitreiicea so 
iiiht all parties and interests mijrlit jidn hands not only to bring honour to India 
blit coiiiribete worthily to tin. maintenHuce of peace and making the world safe for 
freedom and t'emo-iacy. ..... . 

Afur the I'nisidiui’s a.IdrUs, luts-ages wishing the coufereuee success were 
read oflicrs fiom Mr. M. S. A7iey, Sir J. P, Srivaatvva, Vv, M, li. 

Ju>i(ik>^T, .b.»'./nr/ Kumar Sir Vijuya of Visianagram, Sir Gokul Chawi Narang, 
P^.i liuhiuiur ^h^:,r (‘land Khanna, Sir Shantidas, and Sir Raghunath Paranjpye, 
'l AlUDl'E TO ICASrCllIIA Ganohi 

The first rcHoltidon moved by Sir Tej Pahaditr Snpru. on the death of Mrs. 
Kitstvrha Oandhi, whs all stai-diiu. M ran thus; “This conference places 

1 1 » r-rorti ita scl•^^^ of | r fonnd Horrow at the d rtl; of Srimati Kastnrba Gandhi, 
who ban ect a gieai example of service to tbo crrntiy s>nd offirs its deep sympathy 
to Mahatma Gaudhi.” 

lORE J*r.oviNci.tL Legislathres 


Sir Jagdiah Prasad next moved : Uuviug rt'gnrd to the txtreme and general 
dispaiisfatiiOD which prevails in the ccurliv, this eoiiftnnce is fiiinly of the view 
th it it is necchsarv in ih« vital ii tercsts r f Mlmost ‘JfH) million people that the 
IcgifihitiircH should' he r<H»ored io the five provim'os cf Madias. Bombay, the United 
J’lOvincVs. Ihbur and the G iitifii I’rovinct'H if* nhi. h they have been Puspeudfd for 
f*Mir and a Imij jer.ia ami Uuii. in hueh piovincfs, olV:ei»»l Adviawra should be re- 
placed by Coalitions or bir v*osgib!e, other reprea.nti ive Mini* tri*s.” 

* Sir J(igadi.sk f ros'id ^iuid that i^ec‘:..ii y.i l.mt b ni so uppht-'i S'* to crncon- 
trate all Icgislio ve, {idTiiinn-inuive and financial ht^wers in the Pant's of the Gov»:r- 
n u*b who had assoni'd fiiiJi*‘ions hilhtTto vxcrcited by the Ministers In each of 
these provinces, addul Jagadish I’rasad, iJiere were otlleihl Adviticis appointed 
by tb»r Governor and chosen trum the Indian I’isil rvice. Ttte latest figures 
showed that out of lb Advisers, only three were li.diaus. Finame. Gcicnd Adminis- 
tratton Law and Order were all in the hands cf Advisers drawn from the British 
section’ of ib« Indian thvH l!*ervice, which ttlso t»ruvidf.d ihrre of iho Governors, the 
other two being drawn from English pMbbu Ji^^* • i *i * n * • *i 

Continuing, Kuiiwar {?ir ,Tag»dn»h Prasad said that Governmeut in those 
nroviiiciw was an antoerscy under a Bri^i-h Governor such aa hi d nevir been 
iHffore We weic (ii tit led, atided the apraker, to ask wheih<:r aiich a sUte of affaiis, 
which had now continued for bo many years. sJiould be prolonged till the end of 
tlie war or even longer. What was the justification for placing the iu;»i.»r portion 
of British India under a dictatorship ? 

' “Unwise to Continue .Suspension op LKaiSLATOREa” 


If the CongresB Party, by virtue of its majority, was unwilling to work parlia- 
mentary government in accordance with the )>rescDt ncede, Bir Jagdiah Prasad 
obBervra, and if Iresb electionfl were not likely to disturb its numerical strengih, 
why had thia waywardness of the nisjority been allowed to stop the working of 
narliameutary insiitutiona altogeiher 7 Why had whole communities and classea 
been virtually cMafranchiaed by tlic suspension of the legiblaiures, ihua deprivii^ 
the elected repreaentadves of ncMi-Congrtha Hindus, of Muslima, of Indian Cbristiape 
•nd of special constituencies of the opportunity of discharging their dut^ to 
tMT ^ectoratea 7 ^ 

Feeling ov Frustration in the Country 
seconding the resolution, bir Maharaj Singh aaid that, for over four years, 
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Ibf l€|;wiA(urf;t h»»d Ueai ttu^i ciididi Hfitli the retuU tbat then Wit i gtcii aeitt 
of fruttoiliou in tki* cruiitry. 

**18 tbeie any country, ii»k«'cl Sir Mabtia) Finith, "even unoog tboat ioTolfcd 
in Ibe war, wbrrc liicm ave nu U'i;ialiiiiM functinniiiK 7** It wat all fOry wall, 
faid 8ir Maliaraj t4) icfar to iHitt niatakL't. bnt tboy bad to think of the 

future, nhero waa iioibiiifr in the Oovirnmriit of India Act IW to pimat tha 
leaioraiion of tV>a lr^Li*«lAiiiTr8 rveii if Miiiitlriat not reat^oiiBibla to tba legialatura-* 
aa at llie Centre to-tl ly— %yere set up in tha tvroviiicet. Tliat would te better than 
beet ion Oli Hula. Any (‘bAiii;o from the praaeiit rule would be welcome to Jndiaua. 

The preaeiit rc^imr, LOininurd Sir Mabaraj binfi^b, waa full of danger for the 
future. “Jii^t think of ihr pn^aibh' reaction and bad feclh*ga that would be created 
between Indi.^na and the llritii>h people when, aooiier or later, popular Minlatrte 
cume Iwck.’* 'Jbe rcault wotdd be very deplorable. 

a|)eaker aaid tl}<it milliona of ti e pvojde of IndiA— OoDgreeemeu, Mualima, 
llitidn MahaanbhaiieA and othem— were with tnern and eyinpathiiicd with them, when 
thvy aaid tbai they did nut want the preikut Bynttem of (xovertimeiit to coulinue* 
Kvery party in the coiinir} would welcome a change in the adminiatratioii. 

Go:icIiiding. Sir .Mahara} Si:igh aaid that much of the trouble could bare 
breii Bolvfd, if Coalition Miniatriea had been act up in the provliicea four yeara aga 
lie apitealed to hia audit noe to h*']p the conference to secure for the U. P. end 
otlier pruvincea rcHpoiiaiiiJu 3iiniatrice. 

rropi.E‘H Ui rnusENTATivEs Must be in Power 
i!‘n]<poriing tlie reaoliiiinii, Mr. Mvttammad Yuvutt, ex-l'remier of Bibar, aaid 
ti'.ni he In lirved thni the alcpa augi't ottd were not only in the beat iutrreata of the 
IniliAn luoplr ; in thrir wider appiication. they were ns much in the intereat of 
linSiiu htrcelf. Hr tlt'iipyht it wi»4 the dii*y of every pairiotic IndiAii to impreai 
Lii* the iintluniiic'', wtih nil the foice at hie command, to take Htrie to remove tlie 
iNtume Hiut diatatiafa -tion that prevailed in the country due to the preaeut 

h^Ateiij of ^oxci itiuftit ill provifuva %vhere Schuioii 93 hod bcrii enforced. 

Mr. Ytiinia raid that the two majority partice in the country were the 
CougrcAH nnd tlic M\udtni Longue. The CongrcHa did not ])rctcnd to rrpreaent the 
whole of India 'llio MuaUiu LcAgue. whether willingly or unwillingly, would have 
tt> admit tl'.nt itiongh it rrprcHi.ntcd a large imptilation of Mualima, it did not 
rcvichciii tho vltt>te ] opulntion of India, 'lie Uiiidii Mahoatihha would have to 
mimit that it (Im' t 't r*>i>re^€ut the enttre lliiidn population. It, therefore, followed 
that there were other organiaAtionn and pArtiea and individuala, who repreaeiited 
il.osr w'huiu H e tluce paiticf did not reprenent. Why did not the auihorltiei, 
he ubked, take etepa to put the (lovcnmient in the handa of aiicb partica, if the 
major pailiea were not willing to ehouldcr tlie reaponiibility of oltice 7 

JRttja Jugunmith Bujl' Binyh, Jlr. Kulhe A^6iis and Sardnr Saut Singh of 
Lucknow alao aupporied the rcaolutiou. The rcaolutioii waa uiianimuualy pasted, 

Resoluiiona — Second Day — Lucknow — 8th. April 1944 

lisrAuusuMi-NT OF .National Govi:rnmest 
The fiunl Bi’8si'>n of the CoubTeiicc was held on the Eth. April 1044 
ill the Kaiaaibagti Laradari, Lucknow, under the prcaideiitship of Sir Ttj 
Bahadur Sapru, , , , 

Dr. Hriday ^\^fh Kniuru. moving the rcaoliition on the ' recqnatrucUon of the 
CiOvernor-Clcuerara ICxoculive Coun«*il witliout ilclay aa a true National Qoverniuent 
with a Prime Miiiiater**, aaid iliat although repeated deniaiida had been made for a 
change in the character of the Kxccutive <.*ouncil, no aicpa had been taken by the 
Government in that direction. They had amuiiDied leu Indians to the fcxecutlve 
Council, but their demand waa quite diiTereiit. 'I hey wanted people who enjoyed 
the coufideiice of the counliy to be at the head of the admiuistralioii. Dr, Kuoaru 
deeoribed the present Executive Council as “a nniscum of epineleae men from all 
parte of the country**, and added that it was regrettable that at the prmot timf 
the progreea of Uie country waa being retartl^ by the preKut 
CouDcillore who bad ma^ a laugbiog atiock of tbemaelvee at the haude of kpe 
bureaucracy. „ „ 

Britibh Govt.’s Uxwn.LiNOSEgs to Part with Vo\x^ 

Continuing, Dr. Kuuzru said that they were asked by the British GoTerombut 
to settle their diflereucea themeelvea. 'Ibe sinaker referred to the hippeniiige In 
Canada and said that Govern nieot there had themaelves played an iiidiepeoenble petl 
nod awfietfid in tho wAution of the people a diderencce end lormulntod n ecmeutiitioii 
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wIM wm MoaptiUe to olL 


Ootaaioi dM sot iitplj to In^ 
boo. Ii tfco PNont I 


^ ModitioDO hokNog io tbo DoalnioM nd 
^ ^ mmpoBMt parts flMn. ho raid, wan all 

no Pnoni otato of tUvih It «aa bo& oo iualt aM an intnn to' oay 
Oto sonid a^im Oeii^iMto withoat the aatiataoM of the OmM Go*em- 
f *• Pplonleo ahmrad that if the GoTMomont kept naot ao 

ongnaa soadd be aehieral It only ahonad the Brlthib Goretinunffi’.nBfriningBetB 
to part vM P?7v , nfoaal id the Brltiah Gomaaent to iapleaieat any 
anaaMt toot Bigto be airifad at brtwaan the eariona partiaa la Indb. arid Dr. 
Xjuuru, WM a aaiiona aattor. It was etill mota avioot for the Govcnaient to 
rafaaa to faMia ifUataa OaiMi, who t e pi eae Bt ei l the iatnart of the oonatry, in a 
■aaaMia wUAnooiiaclMdid. Tha Goreraaiaat iariidad tbdr action on the 
badata ware raaponribb for the seta of riolenee in 
had ^ yat rirea say iadbathM of a dMaga on thrir 
part. Ihero wm a tini& arid m, Kenara, whaa,Gofttnnient canM on thrir 
angi^va propaga^ both b Indb and b the U. BTa. b the ribet that llahatma 

GukIIU wm pID*JipMI6M At llMrt And bADCA Kfutsd to COSMMIAto In tho WAF 
offort. ThlDM ludd^geddnrinRtholAftTMrnndAK^ id tb^ 

pMt piOKAKAndA, Mr. intd.ln the Hodm of Oommont neontly thnt Govm- 

mflnt nofor AOAttMd MAhntniA Qnndlii of Mnfc pro-jApfinoie. It wm good, how- 
Ofer, thnt Govornmon^ notwiihttAnding whAt they did And onid in tbo pMt, woro 
BOW willing, though indinotly, not to nnintnin thdr ehArge agAintt MAhaten 
Gandhi. If tha MAhatniA were aet fne now, thm wm bo donot Siat ha would 
approach tha preaent prdblemi in an unbiaaaed mannar which ha had alwaya aitown 
in tbo pMt. 

It waa a tragedy, added Dr. Knnira, that the antboritiee Aven at thfo time 
WMted to km tM pmle at arm’e length and to govern toe country in iaolalion. 
They thought that they alone had the wiodom and reeponeibility to eettle fhe 
ptoblemo of thla country. 

What ^^toe mighty Gorernment done durintg the laat three or four yeare to 
reeolve the deadlock. Mked Pandit Knnsm. Oltey had iedated tbemeelfM from 
public opinion and refnaed to bodge an inch from the poaitlon they obotiBately 
took op acoM yeaca ago. 

^ _ ‘‘Gif IHetwim PBOFCfS urn Qott.*" 

Referring to Bengal, Dr. Kvnzru eaid that toe aitualiim legnired toe adoption 
of proper adminietratiee meMuroi eo toat food reached everyone. Had a National 
Government been at the Centre, it would never have allowed the altuaiUon to 
deteriorate. failure of toe Government cd India to obtain kane toat they 
WMted tooi^ that there wm a gap between toe people and toe Governmenta The 
pricM of aroelee were going up by leape end bounde and when Indhm eeonomlete 
pointed oat toat toe riM wm due to the iMmetory policy of the Government, the 
Finance Member refuted toat argument. They wanted n Qouncil like a Ctoinet 
with a Prime Mioieter at the heed -of it. 

Oontlnning, Dr. Kunarn eaid that Indiana ehould be ennbled to aehiove 
complete freedom ao thnt they might take part in any oonferenee or council thnt 
mignt he aet up after toe war. It would do incalculable barm to India, he ohoervedp 
if abe wera repr^ted at any peace oonferenoee ae ebe wm at the Imme 
of Nationa Oonoludiog. Pandit Hridaya Nath advanced a plea for a nationd army and 
aald ,toat their fxemm wm worth nothing unlcee they had the power to mend 
thetoMlFee, 

' Beoooding toe rcMlntion Dr. Badha Kumnd Uukherjm, eK-w. L. a., Bengel 
nod Head of the Department of Hietory, Lucknow ualvirBity, Mid ton! too 
xeeignation of toe Oongreae Minietriee ^ed been made much of by eonm people, 
lliere wm a Ibbatantial reaeoo which made the Oougreee make lie exit from 
and tike that dnetio atep. It wm that India wm not ooneulted when war broke 
Ottt. The OongiiM toonght toat India had thue been gieatly hnmillatod by that 

action of toe Government of India. The preMot eftontion wm onl^ 

of the 1945 Aet. The imi^inte nurpoM of the Ckmfevmme, acid 
WM very praetloila The praaent chnrnoler of the GoveniBMnt mual I 
a Prime Miniator appofaited who would oeleot hie owu eoHeeguei. 

^ M»- mom Jk» 

aico iupporau me fieoiusoni« wbiab wm ummtmOBeiy pueecda 

BMJUtt GakmIui 

.Iha kM Mr. A H. S^/rm, Msabar. OboacB gl State, aiorioc Ika Itauih 
tta iriMM ot Mak&tma (hmdki aad gtltar taMm MAttM 


uiiaiea vj mat 
ily a oooaeaaaaoa 

bs*dM3^ 
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^ ^ ** tewud* iMolTtBa On eoutlta. 

tioml dndloek. It «•• M «• Moariag te wwcm iMtai, ha addad. of iMi«»t 
l)^la|Mpcat or |n»A]^ Thw wm avovcdly aati^Japaaraa oren at tbo lino 
jriMn Sir Bmnald MaxwM aad a 4 on van flirtiDa olUi and eonrtbiii Jauau. 
nay had a elan rmid ana thaa. lodkaa oan ao* wmaadiog tha nmaia M 
In vaa not a awllicibla taetor ia On aoBatoy*! peliiM. 

Hr. SapiB tidd that eoaatiy at (ha nonent waa (aead with arara daaaaia 
aad oaa of than waa tha dmacr of India baing axalndcd fron any iatornatiOBal 
wginiaatfon, that night aono into iMiag in tha poat-war world. It was, tharafan, 
Of fnndanea^ InportanM that tha ptineiplo of tqaall^ of raoas ihonid be 
raeoDMMd and India bo giren ila ri^tfnl plan on any auoh oiimnintioa. 

no spMdm aaraaly etitieited tha tiofarnmant for aaking Indiana to lolm 
thA intamal diffaronM and at the aana tima kaaping tha Oongtoaa laadata in foil, 
•nd^ deny them facilitiw eren to noke eontaeti among themMivea. He aald the 
Britiab GfoTeniment inalated on' the complete enrrender by the Coogreia. 'lliat wee 
Dot. aald Hr. Baprn, the apirit in which atateamaDihip abould approMh aneb a 
problem. Withoat the Mahatma'a rdeaea it waa not poaaible for Indiana to ap* 
preach the laak in a conatractiTc mood. Mahatma Gandhi and other Oongiiaa 
leaderap he added, ahould he giren an opportunity to approach the problem and 
abould not be coerced. Then alao could an atmoaphere be created to bnng about a 
aettlement of ontatanding iaauea between Bindna and Mualima and Engbnd and 
India. 

The reaolution which waa aeconded by Mr. 8. N. Jha of Bihar, wm unanim* 
oualy paaaed. 

Fbbbb ELionoMe to LnoiBLATiyB Bodibb 

The Conference paaaed another reaolntlon demanding freah eleetiona to all 
legialatire bodice without delay and by the laat reaointion autboriaed the Prealdent, 
the Rt Hon. Sir Tej Rdhader Bapru, to forward the terma of the reaolutiona to 
H. £. the Viceroy and the Secretary of State for India and take auoh other atepa aa 
he thought neceaaary for die achierement of the deaired objecta. 

PBBBIDBVT’S COBTCXTIDIVO RBMABKa 

Winding up the proceedinga of the Oonfeience, Sir TVy* Bahadur Sapru 
▼ehemently attacked Mr. ChurchilL the Britiah Premier, tor hie **die-hardiam’*^ and 
aaid that the proceedinga of the Conference would have no eitoot on the Prime 
Miniater*a mind. Even In 1982, aaid Sir Te], Mr. Oburcbill waa an uneompromialng 
opponent of India’a advancement and progreaa. *'6ometimea I aak myaelf the 
queatlon, *Haa the Prime Miniater now changed from a die-hard into a Libml 

K »litician T”' added Sir Te]. He had heard hia countryman aay, *l'he Prime 
iniater haa changed**. If that waa true and If Mr. Churchill had changed, would 
Mr. Amery have atayed on aa Secretary of State for India and would Lord 
Linlithgow continued ao Viceroy of India during the laat two yeara of hia office f 
The PrcaideDt atrongly ' ' " ' ' * 

ted their beat frtenda. The i 


which 


, felt that the Government by their actiona bad 

) aooial idatlona between Indiana and the Britiab, 

at one time aecmed to be improving, were now a thing of the paa^ 

**They aak ua", aaid Sir **what foltowing we have In the country. We 
have no following, and my anawer to them it : xon abut up people with follow- 
ing behind the bare and ignore the rcat. What are we to do f ** They have be- 
fooled the Mualim Leaguci obaerved Sir T^. They ahould have at Iwt the 

Muaiim League to form a Government, after Oongreeamen had been interned. 
But they did noh That aort of policy would not do any longer. India waa not 
in that atate of mind In which it waa ten ~ 

RehwAg 
Tc]aaid 
waa the i 



Givb Wavbll Etbbt Cbavob to Soltb Dbadlocb 

OontinaiBg. Sir T4 obastrad tbat a» bo tisM bad tha Bti^ 
mpatbias SBOie tbaa at tba peasant aMmaot. Bs was glad, >ia said, wta laud 
Wa»3l eaMO OBt to India as Vtaroy.^ Ha wm b« iiHb^ ato^ baaa w 
Lord WavyU was a soMiar. Sonu -ddlara ba^ br^a tto aLflHaas. Bo 
wOBld, thorafota^ adriao Wa aoBotrywaa, _addad _8to Tt), to ^«a land 
to aolvo tba dsadloek. Bat ha^^ not .l^h^)? * 


tha VieoMW 
bhi^l aM 


Bo hoped that W« 


SmthsaoBngatotaUMc.Amath^ha wiw te i 


Wamll araty 
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Ibe mt iod tliefiifoiib the right »•& to opprceiotc 1oc«i eoodiiioiit tod foiBiiiUte 
hii AceoidUiidy* Ho eoald not think of the btograpkor of Lord Allenby 
(LOfo^WiToll) idoimi a dlAient conne in India, addad Bur Trj. and if ha dU, it 
wonld ha hia nUalortona aa wall aa India’a. 

Ooneluding, % T(j aaid that idthongh ha Umaatf had na?ar baliaacd in the 
doetrina ci eif if diaobcdtaoai jat aa an In^Uan ha knaw Uiat Mahatma Gandhi had 
a Md on tha fmagination of tha paimla aa no other man baa. To keep the 
Mahatma abut np Indmlnitalj wfthont trial by a THbnnal waa nothing abort of 
eoaidoo. lliaia waa no dooot^ added Sir Tai that if Mahatma Gandhi waa lalaaaad 
ha would throw all hte weight in bringiog aboot a aattlemant It waa no matter 
lor abama, ha aaid, if non-party laadam had Ihna fan failed to aahlare that object 
May be Mahatnia Oiiuidhl nimaalf might alao fail in hia attempt Bnt that waa 
no raaaon mhi ha ahonld not be allowed a ebanee to bring about a aattlemant 
Ha felt that Gandhi waa the one man who conld examine the aituation 

fairly and aqoarely. Tha Mahatma had tha humility to approach othera aren 
though othera might not Uka to ai^roaeh him* 


The A. I. Newspaper Editors’ Conference 

PleiMury Seaaioii— Madima— lOth. Jaauary 1944 

Tha Plenary Saaaion of the All-India Newapapar Editora* ConferaiTee began 
on tha 10th. January 1044 at Gemini Studioa, Madraa, Mr. S. A, Bretvi, 
Preaidant of the Oonferenoe, preaiding. Kditora of newapapera from all orer 
India were preaent beaidaa a large gathering of riaitora. 


Mr. G. A. Nalaiaa’a Walaoma Addreaa 

Mr. O. A. Nat$$an Ohairman of tha Reception Committea, welcoming the 
membera, aaid : 

1 muat at the ontaet expreaa my grateful thanka to my fellow Joamaliata of 
Madraa for the honour thw hare done me in electing me to thie office. I value 


done me in electing me 


the honour greatly partlcufarly in view of the fact that I am a comparatively new 
member of tnia great organisation though 1 can claim to have followed your dia- 
oua ‘ 

which 1 have been editing for forty-three yeara U a monthly periodical and not 
exactly a nawapaper ; but the Pram in India, British or Indian -owned, daily or 
waeldy or monthly ia one and indivisible, and suffers and rejoloea together in ,ita 
pnrauit of freedom and service aa ia amply evidenosd by the struggles and achieve- 
mhnta of this Oonferenoa since its Inception in 1940. 

Friends, Madraa has played by no means an insigniAcanl part in the history 
of tha Praas in India, and . you have doubtless eome in Intimate contact with 


Madras Journalists all over tha country. It ia now my privi 
to our mmntiful Oity. Wa trust yon will enjoy your visit to 


;a to welcome you 
ds historic Oity and 


carry with you happy leooUeotioos of your stay apd experiences. 

This Omlareoce^ aa von are aware, came into being to meet an extraordinary 
situation aiealad by the Govammepit of India's panicky order of October 26. 1940, 
Imporingrievaia and altcgather unwarranted xmtriotiona on the Piem of India. 

BasTBioixoira tar Tans Pabbb 

Tha aetlOD of the Government was aR tha more pnxdiog, as It was common 
knowledge that Preas in India, irreueetive of party afflliationa of politioa, vesaed to 
the cause of deasooraey and the AIIImj and ooademned in no uneertaln terms the 


and ooademned in no uneertaln terms 


VHV vauw vs WMWWHmi tW HW UHWSflH iBkllW 

aim* ol tiM Asia Bomn. than eoula tliaefon be no joatifiealUa lor <lia 
that aay leatioa of Ihi PMh waa ooaadoinly or uoooaieioaMy UndMiag war 
effort, la bat, oo br oo war offbrt b eoneoraod. oar rolatloBa wiui tho GormaMbt 
to ladb haw btoa ohaiaotartaad br a qrirtt of amtblad oo^netaSoB froa olnoat 
avor, rcopoBilUa aawapapar bahnim b •hq abada of pditiad opinioB^' Apart 
fioa thtai, the Pnoo haa bota dolM war oarriea of no noaa raloo ia lb 
aaptal to the pooj^ and te to erwoiaa of GoraraacBt wdioto agd-^’ atiftib. 
nay an not aia too holptal booaan thoy an orMooI oppettnli. If la the 
■owBor of IMD whon aa tantoa of Sa^d oannd fbbiaotfiSr tta fktndb 
oolbani AUlnjbn^t At to deelon in the Hoon of Ootowpaa that oate 
StonuntoMw tha Fnii indd be fan to oxpnn to .TbMi vfahoot oOtU 


hio, the Pnoo hn bota doiM war nrriea of no nona raloo hotfa ia to 
to tho poojto and to to ernieiam of Gonramcat ndioin atw^ anthib. 
an aot ton too holptal boooan thoy an oiitooitoMtali. If la the 
a of IMD whon m tora^ of Jfai^d oo«^ iaitotaato aftor ton ftoaeh 
a, AUln tha^t At to doelan to the Hoon of Ootoaaaa that aadn 
MMitoaow tha gnta moU ha fan to oxpnn to TiOMi irithoat ofttol 


-10 SAM. lOM ] 


WELOOME iDDEBBS 


MtfleiiBCii, hms mnsh mm aMenrf It that feMdon Ibr India whm no Nttitiial 
Obfanwitnit xen«uibla tea popnlar Itglalalnin fnnelloot to dtftnd tha rMt^ 
tlM pcopla t M a reiifti that II it far fron ovr intendoa to enatt difllonlte for tht 
Oofmaienl or impede Ibeir war effort. Bat we iatial that a fret Prtte, with a 
Coll teMe of reapontibilitiet. mutt be allowed to fnoetion freelj tod nnhampered 
hf conetant lan-priekt wh^eh, ae in the earn of eertain oewtpapert we all know, 
baTe led to i;rievoa« mitiindertUudintc: Who doet not know the lolnrj to the 
eahtt of liberty and freedom o( tht Pxett tnttained by tht pieeipitate action of the 
Oofernment In lexard to the Janmobhommi and the Trihwiie, the pre^ntorthip 
on the Patrika. the ttrange order on the Hiiavada to diaolott the name of itt 
corrfopondeot, the raid on the Minduntan 2Viiief» and thnilar aotion which could 
certainly have been avoided with a little patience and eontideration on the part of 
the all-poweiful executive T Thankt to the efforu of thlt Oonferenoe, not once or 
twice but manv timet over hat the etnte of liberty been eerved and awkward 
utuatiooa averted by iudieioua intervention. Mr. Scoff of the ManohmUr Ouardian 
need to eay that comment ie free bnt facta are eaered. But the euppretelon of 
factual Tcporta and cxprecaioii of opinion bailed on such reporta, le a potitive iniury 
to truth, and certainly not htlpful to war effort. The tuppreition of onpalaMble 
newt or viewt either from thit eountry or from abrotd it by no meant ]aitiflab1t. 
Indeed, tnch auppreuion hit become impmotloablt end therefore utdeet. Dr. 
Shyama Pra$ad Mukherje§*$ ttetement on Food end Louie FItcher't vidwt on the 
dtadlook, in epite of oenaorthip, have not enoaptd public attention. Government*# 
ban only croiited a poaitivt tbiret in tht people to set at the banned ■rtldee. 
Government could have eptrtd themaelvet thit trouble. Their action in rettard to 
some papen hat proved to be politically inexpedient, legally invalid and morally 
wrong. The highaat judicial authoritiea in the country have more than once con- 
demned heety executive aeatultt on the Preet. It ie under inch trying conditioiie 
that tht Pratt in India it called upon to aboulder ita rttponeibility and function 
with freedom integrity and dignity. Need I eay bow oneroua and retpontible if the 
taek thii Conference bet imposed on iteelf t 


PEWtt Advisoey Bystxm 

The Preta tdvitory ayatem which it now In operation in the Province* and at 
the Centre it the reauK or an agreement between the All*Indie Editor** Ooufervuce 
end the Government of India and it function* through a Central Press Advisory 
Committee in oonsuUstion with the Home Department of the Government of India 
and Provincial Committees in each of the Provinoee. The Conference, through its 
Bunding Committee, hat tried time and again to Bmootben difflcuitie* and evolve 
methods of adjueting differeneee. Conceived purely aa a war-time measure. It hat 
tackled many a ticUieh problem *to mutual •atisfaetiou. But much remains yet 
to bo done, and we cannot be resting on our oars, if it has done nothing else, 
the Conference haa evolved a ayetcm, whereby presemen of all ■hades of opinion, 
Ifveipeotive of their politici or creeds, could sit together and plead for the prioelees 
gift of freedom. 

It only remains for me to convey to Mr. Snniecsofi, the retiring President, 
our grateful thanks for the valuable help hs has rendered to this Conference from 
lie very Inception, end out appreeiation of the patriptiem, tet and wiedoin he to 
bronght to bear on the exceedingly difficult and delicate tok aswUog the rigbU 
of the Piosi and at the same time avoiding neediest oleeto with the Government. 
In oor new Pierident my old friend, Mr. Brtlvi, wb hsve a Mniog example of 
one whoee etaunch nationalism end robust indopondenoe have wop lor him a 
nnkiao plaoo in Indian jourifilitm. With hia rich sxporicnoes and wiss muossL 
this Oonfsrenes ahonid have as good sod suooessfai a fatuie as It to hsd 

B^Sm rssnming my seat I should like to give oxpreeeion to onr deep 
at tImpaeSiS itf Mr. Samanand Ckait^rjm, the talented Editor of tho dtodsrw 
BnirnD, SdPtabhati. Not only Bengal, but the whole ooontfy to to pooror te 
the lose of one whoee vmrsatito glfte and i^uet nattonaltom wars as tnaspsiint In 
bis writtogs as in bis life. 

Mr. Jr. Brimvmn, ^^dn" «i^ 

Mr. B. ^ Mwi to tohe lbs etor, if ifrVJS# 

5mr-.lL' I'a S&S sg 
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M lb detail the mm eKedlent «aallllee of bmd eid bcul with ke ii 
endowed. Geofle nad ehotmliic in munm. Mr. Bieifi ie equipped with n full 
knowlete of eomnl dey ficobleai. Hie lonfc period of eernoe on the Bombay 
CknuieU hoe broocht him into oontael with nlmoet nil penoBe 'who xenita mottor 
in the polilieil dela. I nn penonnllj gcntefnl to him lor the immenee help be hte 
rendered to me in the dieeluHm of my dntlei no preeidml dnrinic theee three yenm. 
There here been oeeneionn in the life of the All-Indin Newepnper Edilon* Confer^ 
enee when,, on nooonnt of eerloai diffeienoee nmonx the memoere d the Standing 
Committee, n eplit eeemed imminent. Mr. Brelrih eo-opemtion on eneli ooennionn 
profed ioTnlnnble in tiding o?er diflbnlt eitnntione end prerenting the bienbdowa 
of nn orgniention which, to the extent it in poeible in tbcee dnye. hue been nble to 
nfford protection to the Preen ini Indin ngrinnt hnety nnd ill-coniidcred nethme on 
the pnrt of the exeentire. 

The drenmctanceii under which the Oonferenee won bronght into being nre 
well-known, thongh one fnct, nnmely, thnt it wne to the membere of the Indinn 
Mid Enntern Newtpnperc Society thnt the credit of innngnntiiig thic orypuiiontion 
belongs, hne not reoeired eoffioient pablicity. My friend Mr. 2>evadaa Qonihi^ 
who wne then the offleinting Ohnirmnn of the Society, will reeblleet thnt on the 
dlecoielooB thnt took place in October 1940 between n de^tathm of whioh he waa 
the loader nnd the Home Member of the Qoremment of Indin in regard to the 
relatione between Gtorernment nnd the Preen, with partlenlar reference to the 
otatemente of Afakatma Chandhi on the indWidnal ciril dieobedlenee mofement, that 
the fonndatione of thie oonferenee were laid. 

I do not propose here to take op your time with n narration of the detailv of 
the progreso which we hare made aa n corporate body, composed an we nre of 
nil important elements in the field of Indian Joamaliom. We repnoont in this 
Conference erery ahade of opinion and we are bound by n spirit of eomiadeah^ 
and cnmestneas. Onr one gniding factor during theae three wrs has been an 
anxiety to derelop nnd preaerre the highest tmdittona of ionmafiam. For the first 
time in the hiatoiy of the Press in India, the principle that edltora of newtpapera 
conld be dependea upon to net in concert for dlaohnrglng the responaibllitios as wolf 
as aafegoaroing the righto of the Press as n whole found a naenenre of praetical 
recognition at the hands of the Goremment. 

Liiilitbgow*s Teibotb Bboallbd 

The establishment of Press Adriaory Committees in Delhi and in lust of the 
prorineial centres waa at onr auggeation and, as yon all know, they hare bean 
functioning on right lines. I am not unmindful of the lukewarm attitude of some 
prorineial adminiatmtlona and the scarcely relied hoetilfty of one or two^ who hare 
either not set up theee committees at all, or who hare sufiered them only as aa 
unnroidnble nnisnnoe. But the Oorernment of India, with Lord Linlithgow at the 
bead, hare striren to co-operate with the Conference, though their intentions 
were often frustrated by a too ready deference to the wiahea or whims of the 
Prorineial Admlnistradons. In hia farewell address to the Central Legislatnre, 
Lord Linlithgow paid a handsome tribute to the integrity and pnbHo spirit of the 
Indian Press, whioh I recall here with pleasuxe, unee we hare him rlgoiona 
eritica to many of His Lordahip’a policies and adaslnlstratire acta. He obaerred: 
**Oceaaions there may hare been when there were difltaenessof riew on matters 
connected with the Press ; misunderstandings there may bare been horn ful to 
this great institution for its faimesa ; its eager anxiety to serre the public ; its 
concern to obaerre, and it possible to improre. the best traditions of {ournalism, 
and I would not like to leare India without paying thio public tribute to 
it. and tsr that hard working body of intelligent and able men by whom India 
is so well serred in the Pfeas.*» 

Hia sucoeasor, the present Viceroy, has already gi^ welcome eridence of hia 
interest in the deliberations of thia organisation by inriting the members of the 
Standing Committee to the Viceroy's House in New Dmhi after its last meeting. Mi^ 
1 express the hope that through auch contacts will grow a better understanding 
of the difficulties of the Piess leading to a remoral m the restrictions under which 
we are labouring t 

To the members of the general publle in India I would txpiesa onr gratitude 
for the nent inlenat they hare shown in onr proeendings nnd for the heli^l cri- 
tlriems flist hare been made about onr organiration. WbcD we bare to our erfdit 
the approbaSen cithe Rt, Hon. SaUri on the one eide and Mr. C. Nofopo^/a- 
dtaH on lha other, and Mr. B. G. Hbratmoa, Iha retenn taornaliat, theie ebb 
baldly be room for any miffililriBg nbout the ralue of our Cooferanee, 
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diwhnKf o( tbenqwMihUlto ha to widarirtiag u our uw PmUEab 

PiratldMtlcl AMfMs 

Bin SyBd AkduiiaM Br^lvi then delivered the pneeidentiH eddreie. He leid : 

I tender to jon my bcert*feU gnUlnde for eleeline me Preeideni of tale 
Oonmnoe. To eny iiidiTidnel no hDnonr opn be grater then umt eonlened on him 
to liie own peere. 1 em, thfiefore, overwhelmed by the honour thet yon hnve 
done me. Thin Oonleienoe hte.^durinu the very toief period of ito eiielenoe, eeenrid 
en importoni plnoe in the pnblie life or the eonntry end hni rendered Invelueble 
oorviee to the oeuie of the freedom of the Pieee. tndi through It, to thet of the 
mntry end no limit een be pleoed to the eerviee thet it een render to lM^* In 
roture. The reeponeibilily of preeioing over the deliberation! of thle Oonfmnee le 
thne both grat end oneroue. r eennot dtiiciherge thet n*R|)oneibility with eny enoeeee 
without your help end eo*opereiiou. I give* you (hie aaeuraiice. however, thet I 
ehell elweye ti^ my lieet to deeerve them. Bley 1 take thie opportunity of offering 
tor Mr. JT Srimvasan an your behelf ee welt ee my own oitr deep gratitude for 
the iiiveluehle* eontribiuion thet he hat made lowardi building np thle Oonterenee 
end nieftiiig it the power that it hea beeome to-dey ? An onr Preeident for three 
yeera he hea achieved a remarkable record of aucceaa end eflieieney. 1 do not know 
whet bee ooniribiited moat to hia aneceaa*— hie emieble peieonelity, hie infaotloae 
apirit of aocommodeiioai, iiia niicompromiaiog loyalty to nrinciplea or hia aelfleaa 
devothm to duty. 1 can, however, nay thia with oertmnty met he hea during this 
period won the K>ve aiia ean'em of all of ua.*' 

Sfaaoe we met feat the Indian Preae hea foat one of lie outateoding flgureet The 
lete Ramanand ChatUrj— wat e veteren Jouvneiiat who waged many e velienl 
fight on behalf of the Preee end ooiitribtiled much to the growth ol ita power end 
iiiflncuce. Babu JCmH Nath R:>y retired from the edtlorehip of the 'Tribnne** 
dnring the year. Though Bebu Kali Nath Boy did not take active pert in onr 
delibecetloae ibe eeMcietlon of a {oarneliet of hie endaence end eiperienoo wee an 
eaeetof immeaee value to ne. 

We ere ell proud that tlnet membera of our Cbnfertnce beae oonrageonaly and 
at eoneldoieble trouble end tiek to thameelvea vindlceted the liberty ol the rreee. 
Mr. jOeuedae Oanihi, editor el the **Mindnaten Timee”, wee econltced by the Privy 
Ceunefl in the Contempt of Oonrt Oeae filed egeiaet him end otheri In the 
Allsbebed Hfjeh Court efter be bed undeigOB^ * form of impriaonroent In that 
eonneetioo. lb. B. Q. Homiman, editor of the **fiombey Beatioel^ added one mere 
to hit many end distlngaialied aervicae to the Preee by e u ea i ae fa Uy qweatlonlng, the 
validity of the warrant of erreet leaned by Ibe Anehebed Hi^ Oonrtfii the 
conumpt of Court Ceee agehret him. He hie aeeund e ruling from tto Bombny 
High court thet no eeae for Contempt of Oouit can be filed by n High OonrI 
egelnat a joumellet who dom not mide within ita iuiiadiBtlon. How far thb roHM 
iMll bind other High Conrte la to be aoen. Bnt let ne hope too fodgmanle In hem 
theae eeaea will brfog home to the iudleiary the need for the eserc^ ntmoel 

eere before healing up editore for Contmpb id Court The Preee le ee kaen ee jte 
indloiary to aee that there le no Interferenc# with the fair end proper atolnlatmllQn 
of Joetioe. But the Preae cannot end will not tolerate intarfarenee inth the eiareto of 
Ite own legitimate fnnotion merely for lellefying the ofnoNf^proimi or upMdlng 
the peraoM prestige of any lodge cx Indgee. The lew ef Coafompt of Oenn 
lequiree dniatic revklon. We demand that tt ebonld have the of 

log proper edminiatretioo of joetlee. We elao demand that it Bhonld ten 
lend by dieintereafod jodgee. Jndm however taemed, are bnmea bdM 
eeanol. ordinerily. be espeefod to dtapenae Joetlee and nothing but Juitlee in 
in wbieh they are both proaeentore and Siid|aa. . « ^ ^ . . . . 

Mr. A. D. Jfam, editor of the ^Htti^ada,” ^ Ite rare espete^ 
admd, on pain of preae en tion, to violate tte profeeali^ eoda of hoMur Jto 
batraying eoafidanea and diaeloaing the eonroe wide ^ 9* 

pnblieaum of n newt item concemuig the rea tott U fo n of tte Chid Beam^ 
Qovemment of Bengal, llie Defeat of Indh^nfoa tev« bean ebi^ to wfone 
wave for varUme pnrpoaea. But it wae left to the Oovememt of Centml 
Pkoviaem to nee them to eoene on Editor to te gnttty d irntnofe miond ^ 

It to however gmtifylag that the Goverameni aa a raealt d f^^-ProfoW d te 
Preas add d tte Btandtog Commitloa d te teteenc^ei^neate^,^ te 

Oidar mtert Mr. Mani. Iha Govenameot d te. Ofte d te 

a P. Qovmnmentk hadlaened a Oommnnfoua in whlah they 

M 
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ll«i Ibil Em nItllOM bihiMB «i Bdkar and kU eomfpondeAii im eoiitetiil, 
kal EMf wtn prapaiid to ocoee i e it oaly to tkk czIobI tkot la til oidhiorf 
oImmbAdohi it maid not be ^aibed» To the ioumelietie inoIenioD, kowefcr, 
the awttir ie ooe of oimietaiee mad edmlte of ao ezeepfinatl eifoaoieleDcdi aerri»aV 
lac a bfMk of tke coP Tea tioD. 

Us» DtPodai C^mndhi^ Mr. B. Q. Hcmiman aad Mr. A. D* Mam deierfe oor 
ooagnldatioai oa the eooftce with which thej hoTe fiodieeted the righto tad 
apbeld the tnditioBo of the Pmo. 

Oajaoia ovtbb Cokfiwob 

The priadfiol obieoto of ooi .ConfeMace are (1) to praerre the high tcaditiooo 
aad otoodardo of looraalloB^ <2) to oafegnard the rikhla of the Pxeie ia geoeial aad 
ia paitiealar the ireedoia of pablioation of aewe aad eommefite and (3) to repreieot 
the Pnu la ladia in ite relatlona with the public and pablio Instiiatione and 
partlealarly in ite lelationa with Gofernment and to aet up Oommitteea which 
would aet aa liaiooa bodieo between the Government and tiie Fraaa ao a whole. Have 
onr eflbrta in carrying out theae objecta attained any aucceaB 7 ^Making for myaelf, 
1 have BO healtatioa in oaying that the Bneoeaa ao far achieved hae exceeded aaj 
own expeetatlona, Thia ia not to anggeat that the auececa ia very aatiafying. It 
only maana that my own forebodinga about the experiment of repreaentativea of 
the Preoo working with offieiala to preaerve as much of the freedom of the Preao 
aa poaaible have not all happily come true. It ia idle to pretend that the Preao in 
laaia is free or can hope to be free ao long as onr country ia not free. To the 
fetters that have come to us ao a legacy ol decadea of bureaucratic rule have been 
added more galling and stifling ones in the shape of l>efenee of India Bulea and 
the Preaa inatruotiona iaaned under theae Rules. Ihe Press in India has never 
beea free, but it has always been atn^gling to be free. The consultative machinery, 
to the . establiahing of which Government were compelled to agree in 1940 aa a 
result of the united front presented by the Preaa, irrespective of political dilbrences, 
oEered an opportunity, ouch aa the Preaa had never had of carrying on that struggle 
with greater nope of aucceoa than ever before. Whatever aucoeas has been, ao tar, 
adiieved in that struggle baa been a negative one. We have not secured positive 
gains in the shape of enlargement of our freedom, but we have been able to 
prevent much barm being done to the Preaa by bureaucrats many of whom are 
prone to act arbitrarily and ruthleaaly and, not seldom, vindictively. Even this 
negative gain has not been aeeured to the same extent in all provinces where the 
advisory system has been given a fair trial. Some provinces, for instance, have not 
been aa totunate u Bombay and Madras while in others the consultative machinery 
haa hot functioned at all or, has functioned moat unsatisfactorily. 

Tbaii Spieit of Editors 

*Mr. Srinivatan, in hia address to the last aession of the Oonferenee, claimed 
that, in apite of many handicaps, he and hia colleagues of the Standing uommittee 
had seenied protection agaiost hasty and ill-considered action by the Executive 
against membera of the Prm generally. The claim was a bold one. but it was 
fully ittstified. In fact, the principal cause of whatever succeas the Oonferenee baa 
achieved has been the team spirit disfdayed by the members of the Standing 
Gommittaa in all their deliberations and especially in raaisting all attempts to 
leatrlol tha liberty of the Press. The same team spirit haa characteriaed the work 
of the Frovinoial Press Adviaory Oommitteea wherever they have worked aatis- 
faetorily#»^ la my opinion the greatest good that the Goaferenee and its viariona 
Opmmltteai have dona la we feeling of comradeship which they have fostered 
among adltoia throughout the country. The growth of tbie feeltng ie an aaaet of 
iaealenlabla value aa much to the pnolie life of the country as to the Preaa. It is 
thu% no lam In the intereata of the country than of thoae of the Prem that this 
OoalaraBea should grow in strength. The pcogreae, prosperity and eflScien<m of the 
Pnos lancriy depmd on the aueoem of this Oonfennee. May I appeal to thoae 
aditoie, who have, ink some leaaona. not yet loined thia Oonferenee, to do so aad 
thus amp la make it an laereaslimly potmt ioatrument for aaeurlM and enlargiag 
the libartlea A tha Prem anf jpreserving its traditions aad standards 7 I have 
lehfied to tha fsaUag oleomiadeahip whidh this OoBfereaee haa fostered among its 
mamheia. It haa dao eageadired a faellag of oomparativa aaearity among thtm 
huamuch tha advisory kyitem has aarvad as a ehaek, not always aa aibetive oaa^ 
it is traa, igldhat hnAtiv Si-eU uM iie r l d aad aomatimaa, vMietiva aette by tha 
laasutlve mpdasi iadividaal nawapapan. I amy alao claim that tha work of this 
doaloaiBea am aet haaa withoat coma aitot oa oOalila thammlvea aemm of whoai, 
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Bt anf nte. htw now a bette •motion Ibaa Omi had betaa of tfeo dUholta 
at wol ai tba power of the ProM." 

OwsiJLTATivB MAoamaT nr ntonvoM 

. .• Jt?* .“"Wtog ^ work tX oar OoDfenneo oiiMe to toeqiltoi, w i 
iottifiablr feel iOM eadsfeetioD. Moeh wo^ however, attti lomatae to be dL 
Fitu aod fomoat we tove to aee that the poaaultedve aaaebinery taaetioae ia ail 
provtneea aflecdvel^. That it doea aot ao fnaetioa ia aoaie pioviaeaa ia dm aot ta 
uy iMk or denre oa the part of editota eoaoaraed to ntiiiaa It to the atooat, 
bat ettbar to the iodifferenee or ul-eoaeealed boeUlity of the Pioviaelal Ctoara* 
joeata who eoattape to regard it aa a Doieaaee to tbemaelvaa. The Ooreraiaeat' of 
Indift etDtiot sToid the reeponiibility for the feilare of theee Provineiel GoTernnenta 
to giro a fair mu to the advisory eystem. They are a pniy to a ReotIenan*a 
agreement with this Conference nnd most carry out their part of the Migain by 
secnring. through the means that sre open to them, the desired improvement in 
the attitude of the Provincial Oovernments. They cannot, as they often dok make 
provincial autonomy a convenient excuse for inartion. For, wheneTer, it is eon- 
venient to themselves they find means, effective and expeditious to make the 

C ineial Governments carry out their wishes and instructions. We have seen this 
g done not only in regard to the present food Ji|^iii|glon and other matters 
but even in respect of restrictions on the Press. Thus ajRries .of uncailed for and 
drastic restrictions were imposed at the dictation of the imtral Government on toe 
Press in all parts of the country regarding news and comments about Oandhiji*8 
fast. In fact the conduct of the Government of India themselves has not always 
been in strict accord with the spirit of the gentleman’s agreement. The ooosslono 
have not been few when, as a result of the measures token or contemplated by 
Government, the agreement would have been wrecked but for the firm manner in 
which the standing Committee handled the situation* Even more numerous have 
been the occasions when the powers of censorship have been abused to suppress 
political news and views unpalatable and inconvenient to the Executive. It is not 
surprising, therefore, that some Provincial Governments have been encouraged to 
be recalcitrant in their attitude and have all but deatroyed the consultative 
machinery and that, even where it hae functioned, the Provincial Govemmento 
on many occaaions, have ignored the Provincial Presa Advisory Oommitteea 
unanimous recommendstions and have t.ot seldom token action against newspapen 
without even consulting the Committees. 

Abuses of Cbnbobbhip 

The most flsgrsnt miause of censorsolp is the ban on the publication, without 
press advice, of the writings and epeecbee of Mr. Loma Fischer which, despite tbs 
many explanationa pnt forward is only a clumsv and unworthy attempt to sup- 
press the views of a man who baa bein a trenchant critic of the poUey of toe 
Government regarding the political demands of the people. Ceneorsbip wee, again, 
glaringly mieum during GandhiJiV fast to prevent the public in India and outsida 
from having a true picture of the situation as it developed in the country. Even 
the rcBolution of your Btcnding Committee regarding Gandhiji's fast did not 
escape mutilation whrn it was rutimittrd for press advice by a news agency. A 
resolution of the A zsd Muslim Board on tbe lolitical situation and. stotemente 
isBU^ by Mr. C, Pajagapalachari and Bir Tej Bahadur Sapru met a similar 
fate. In all these instances, the action of tbe Government was Indefensible 
inspired ss it was by a dtsire to gain political advantage sgslnst tbs pcopis of 
India. The action taken against the Hindustan Time and the order pco-ceosi^ 
•hip served on tbe Sind Observer early last year and a •imilar ocdec mmtly 
•erved on the Amrita Baear Pairika are some of tbe glaring inetanecs ia whleo 
the uDanimoue recommendations of Provincial Advisory Committees were ompisim 
Ignored. ITie Jugantar and Star of India of Csleutto and the Janmabhumi m 
Bombay were euppressed for a few days without consulting the Prmpdal MvSsM 
Committees coucerned. It is evident, therefore, that liberty of writing 
will continue to be in constant popardy so long as the Gomninsnt of I^ 
not radically revise their rolic^ towardi the Press and anob reviston also 
remain an i<ue dieam eo lone at the atrucinre of govOTment remains what it is. 
Recognising tbs Ihnitottws arising out of lbs existing system of governami 
under w^ tbe Prg* in India haa to work, this 

display^ a rats spirit of accommodation which however, btt ^Idom ejokw m 
rijbt reeponae from Governments The ontotandM 

dSoferei^ia the resolution psas^ by ft at its last memoraUe ssssiiMi m Bcnniky, 
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Ton m ill fisiillir with tho eirenniftliiicei which neecwitited the psuini; of the 
iMOliitioD. The Prem in Indie nee eoi.*«oiilcd with e preat cririi when the 
GoTeniDCDt eonsbt to control,, wnxzlc end hi.niilintc in a manner familial ;/.< cl to ua 
h 9 the Nizii end the Faaciate. The Conference met the criaia with couratre and 
wiadom. llie recolution which it naand embe died, 1 frd heppy to a ;crii ula 
which bad been previoualy aetilcd between the BcR.I>-.y Provincial Prcaa Adviaory 
Committee and the Government of Bombay, 'ihe dtvminK of thia formula cave 
proof of the good work that could I.e done by Oovrrnircnt and tlic Preea Adviaory 
Committeea working to^«‘tber in a apirit of aiucere loyui y tn the Delhi Agreement. 
UMmgb ita xeaolbnon the Conference declared ita uuici; promising rejection of 
pre-eenaorahip ol any kind, demAndt«d freedom for.,i:ewapa|ierp to publieb, without 
previous acrutiny,. objective ac'couiiiH of tncidcnta roimcctc'd ttie *miae move- 
ment’ or the diatuibancea. The Oonlerence. however, conaideted it iieceaaary that 
Editora abould exerciae rraaonable rectraint in the i ublication of such accounia 
and abould avoid the publication of anything which might incite the public to 
subveraive activity, convey auggeationa or ii^Rtructiona for illegal acia or which was 
an exaggerated report or unfounded allegation regarding exceaaive use or miauac 
of their powera by the Police, the troo|w and other Government aerveuta or the 
treatment of and condition of detenua and priaonera or which retarded tl.e reatora* 
tion of the public aeiiae of aecurity. The Conference alao gave proof of its loyalty 
to the Delhi Agreement by anggeatiiig that the reatrictions imposed by Oovcrnmeiit 
should be wilharaan and replaced by a ban on the publication iinleaa rehKeid to 
the Preas by Govenimmi, of reports, aa were of military value to the enemy, of 
interruptioni to roads and railway commnnicaiiona, acta of sabotage, atrikea or 
interruptions of work in factories chiefly engaged in producing war materiala. 

The Bombay Confebbnce 

Before the Bombay Coiifeteoce. was held a number of newspapers had been 
auppreaaed or had suspended publication as a result of the new restrictions or the 
manner in which they were applied. The most harmful use made of these restrie- 
tiona was to deny publicity to statements and reports aupporting the Indian 
demand for freedom and l^itimate political activity. The Conference made it plain 
that even in war time the Preas could not abdicate ita responsibility aa the guar- 
dian of public interest and of the rights* of citizens. It contended that it could 
not do. 80* specially at a time when the legialaturea did not function in moat pro- 
vinces and owing to penal restrictions public opinion could not express itself. 
The decision of the Conference was thni actuated by a genuine apirit of compro- 
mise. The Gonferenca felt confident, that It would effectively help to remove the 
bUternesa and resentment that executive high-handed ness had csiised and lead to the 
re|*ttblicatioii of the newapapera that had been aiippreseed or bad suspended publi- 
cation. Unfortunately the response of the Government to the statesmanlike gesture 
of the Cbuference was neither prompt nor adequate, Not only did the Government 
of India take an unconacionable Tong time in commiinirating the Bombay rrsolii- 
tion to the rrovincial Governments but they also failed to give a bed to three 
Oovernmenta by themselves readily accepting it and implementing it in Delhi 
province. Thus. precious time was waatca and several newspapers did not resume 
pnbitcation vntil the resofation had been accepted by the rrovincial GorirnniutB 
concerned. To the credit of the Sind GovernnKiit, it may be mentiomd that ihcy 
were the first Govern aunt to aimounce thehr acceptance of the rcsulution. Witn 
ProvincM Govemmenta with the exception of the ruiiiab Government did acn i v 
the BomDsy resolution the aceeptance was not wLolc-)u nrti d rnd in seme cisms \,art 
qualified by restrictions rad conditions alien to its spirit. Nor were the sui»^iquent 
actions of both the Central and Provinchil Governments always in accord with 
the spirit of the new arvangement or ol the Delhi Agreement. I need not mention 
how aome Proviacial Governmento took nafair advantage of the Bombay resolution 
by depriving newapapera of the little liberty they bad before ihe Bombay sef s:on 
of the Craferenoe of ventilating legitimate grievances regarding the treatmcia of 
priaoDers or the uae of execaalve force by the police. 

Teg Bbakbau's Episode 

Government, however, were guilty of tlio moat fiagrant breach of the Bombay 
Agreement when they suppressed nil news regarding Prof. BhansaWi fast and 
impoaad draconian reatrietiona on the publication of news and comments about 
OandhiiV§ fast Prof* Bbanaall was nather a detenu nor a prisoner. Aa a free 
eitiaen ha was entitled to undertake a fast. 'Whatever view one might hold about 
the wisdom or deiirabillty of eueh a fast, no civilized Government would kjuetlfi^ 
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hjpweaUBg pttblii'ition of new w eommwtii Bbovt it in the P.o«^-«ip*rUlly ii, 
• •*.*** uovernment had ant^ into a wleiiin a;:reemcnt bum whion, 

io pablMhing eueb i«na or eommmti, did not vioiHti) that agiesniMt The »•. t' 
•J*.?**^?!.****”*! WKb-hai>5kdiiw» «m tlus „i.d mjMali.e, 

of Uie Defence of Indiii KuIm were to nr>?veti- t»ie Pn **** •*ven fmm 

iuformtii)( the nublie thm ir hul tixu *;*•;£« d. Mih’ aMiiUJ j ouuai;o ihun ueiuMliy 
reecuted by ^e Piees oni tic C(irnutiii:*i: ile ’ided tlufc the siuietioit 

demondea tn etteetire protest. Un itii rceouMnetidution iioiiirH])epcr 4 i lirotMthaut I'n* 
conntry. with very te.^s exceptions, iiiisici.ti. d pi.!,!i. r.r one <1 y mul ielrj,|..«ii 
from publiHhinpr the New Yier'!! H Minors L^t. mil em nUw frow 
Houee^ mil 8|*^hot» of the ineinluie of iiic Ihitieii D vertimoni, th« Govcrmnciii 
of Indie end of the ProvincUl C}ov((rum.;uu «x;ept itor.ioiiH tiiwTM)! Wti’tjh ctuiaiiitil 
deciiioue end emiouncomeiitH. Th. dem .n .d eoiiduiity iii.im*. vaih ,1 

in the history of the ludisii Press, it hsd its effect ii id tb G )\t rnm-nt <h.]».,y 
were soon withdrewn. 


CiASTDijurs Fast an'o Aftsu 

Thr Delhi Ai.reiircnl a:::l the T5om*» ky r<‘ao!irt:.)i h were both, F,':»i.i, nr. -^r - 
moniouHly jettisoned wlieii oo Fr‘»rusry 10, O mdhiji be;.! fi hi-* i ivi j v ti d v? * 
fsst. On thr eve of the fast di-Hkn*’. r‘‘*ftritsio?»s were d uii *tie i'r''»*N, t'l'iio 

iasiied by the Gaverumtiit of Donibay beiiiK |it.Tiit‘i.iaily iifitniinu. 'I'he i<^’ani- 
ment of Bombay slio imposed pr/^ceiifi'iiithtp on all Hiati mtnre omon.iibi friiin 
Gendliiji or reports of or r firence to such slstcmrnt, wlft ter direct it .udirci;;. 
end eJl reports of intervi "s or conversatiinis with him or pcrttuns Ht tide’d u|i,| 
him or heviii)( access to him. As e result uf disciiKHions at on informsi mieiiti}' 
of the IStsiidiiig Committee, »he President eddrossed ii letter to too Govctnmetit of 
liuits asking for the wiihdroiva! of the lestrirtionH. IJe i» •lotci uiit iliot. quite 
ei*srt from the issues rsised by the fsst, the fxet thst («>mdliiji ttsd 4iti‘*ori«krM it ot 
sii advanced age ^d raised world-wide iiiti-«est mid in indtn, amotiK millions of Us 
couivtrynien« the utmost anxiety let shme ^ympivhy and. ♦hat In the civcnmstau;’ , 
it was not fair to imijose «iiy spnrial oestrieiions on tlie liber ly of iho hdiiors to 
handle the sirbject sccordiiip; to their discretion. Gofernmnit, hmrevet, paid no 
hetd to this representation as well as to the resolntiun of the h^tandioft t^mmutea 
ni^in^ the releas** of Osndidji to enahl? lii.n, as e ^re man, to help hi the 
restoration of peaceful conditions, btringent censursldp was iai posed un news uid 
comments, both internal and foreign, regarding (^ndhiji*s fast. This crmM only 
in**an that Government did not want that the public in India and on: side ahuuld 
know the truth about the situation in this conniry. 


Restrictions Must Go 

The Preee as s whole hsd reresined loyal to the Conference and to the 
agreements with the Government nisde by it and the bianding Committee. Provin- 
cial committees snd the Central Advieory Committre biiu not hisilatid in take 
erring newspapers to tssk snd even to truce to ihe imiOFiticin of drastic Kiislties 
in proved esses of default. This is s record of which we may will be proud, Doea 
the other party to the GcntiemiipH Agreement piif^cni such a iccord 7 Jn fairneta 
to some Provincial Governmenis, 1 must edmit that tiny have on the whole, given 
an honest trial to the advisoiv system. Ncvi rtbeliffS, it is also true of these and 
other Provincial Governments si.d also of the Gc vernroent of India that agreements 
have been made by ibtm only to be violated whenever it sui'ed them. lJuanimoue 
rccommriidations of a iToviiicial committee have iioi seldi m hc*n rejected. Gii the 
untenable plea of provincial autonomy, the Governmcjit of India have tterinitted 
certain Provincial Governments to to ccunter to policies accepfid by ihemMlvcs. 
Powers of censorship have been hsued to suppress icgiiimate expression of political 
ot'iniun. in defiance of the Delhi Agreement. However, we are not dispirited by 
our bitter ex|;erieiice aiid we sliail not he deterred by it from carrying on our 
struggle for broadening the basis of onr freedom, bince we held our last session 
in Bombay the situntion has chatigid considerably. The Iloifiiiay Resolution was 
passed to meet special cirriimsihiiccs '^rcaiid by the dhtuibances. Jbe special 
circini! stances hsving ccasrd to exist, a revision of pur existing srrsiigwfots ^ih 
the Government is tsscnlial. 'ihe Press hss no desire lo impede wsr efiorti. That 
is the basis of the Delhi Agrwment. It is siso the bssis of the Delhi Agreement 
tbs the Press will not be a p**rty to the suppression of legitimste (loliticsl activities. 
There it nothing in the prceeiit political sitiistim in the country to wamnt any 
restrictions on the Press €x«*ept those necessitated by purely miliUrf consideraUODS. 
On the contrary, the eiliiation demands that the Press should be abeolutely unfit- 
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Und fo TentUste Ifptimte fcHertneet rtgtfdioK. for fnftaaee* At tmtnent of 
and deteauK, ecoceitlly at aafair adTaatei^ liat bM takra of the Bombay 
ItMolution Hy aonia ProTineial Goveramenta Co prerent thJa being done. Sir SuHau 
.dhnied, Jiifornatioo Mc‘mbi*r of the Oovernmeat oi India, addreaaing a meeting of 
the SUndiiig Committee in July labt year, etaimcd that the reatrietiona on the Free* 
111 the country were not greater than, indeed, in hie opinion, were much leea, than, 
in eorot* eountriea, at any rate, daring the time of war. The bietory of the atroggle 
that tbia Conference had carried on during the laat three yearn and more with the 
Governmept ie a eoffioient oommenUry on thin claim. 'Jliat hintoiy ie the hietory 
of rdterated and not eeldom nneaeceeefnl demande that the eoneultatiTe machinery 
ahoiild be giren an honeat trial in erery proTinee, that the epirit of the Delhi 
Agreement ahould alwaye be nernpulouely adhered to by the Central and Provincial 
Oofcmmente and that the ^were under the Defence of India Rulce ahould not be 
miauaed to euppreaa newe and viewe unpalatable to, them. 

The year that haa Juat ended witneaeed a food erieie of unprecedented character 
in many parte df India, particularly in Bengal. The tragedy of Bengal haa had few 
parallele in the hiatory of human euifering. It ie unfortunate that in the begin- 
ning, under the convenient plea of war neceeaity, attempte were made to prevent 
the Preee in India from publiehing the whole truth about Bengal and the world 
outeide India from getting true and obiective accounte of the eituallon in thie 
country. The Preaa, however, did ita duty courageoualy by eucoeeafully appealing 
to the heart and coneeience of India and helped to oring home to the people and 
Government of India the extent of the havoc wrought by atarvatiou and to aecure 
prompt relief and waa thua inttrumental in caving thouaanda of human lirea. 

A CHinrcR FOR Working Journalists 

Tha first object of our Conference ia to preserve the high traditions and atan- 
darde of Jotirnaliam. We cannot aecure this object without maintaining our freedom 
and, naturally, in the present condition of our country, our efforts nave hitherto 
ehiefiy bmo directed towards removing the obataclea in our path. But thrre are 
alao other equally important things to be done if we wish to aucceed in preserving 
ih§ high traditions and standards of journalism. These traditions and standards 
are oreated and maintained by the men who work to make the Press efficient as 
well as free. It is theae men who have in their power to raise or to lower them. 
It is clear that if our tradiUona sod standards are to be preserved at the highest 
levels, the Frees must continually attract to its service men who, in their mental 
aod moral equipment, represent the best that our country produces, llie Press 
oaunot attract such men to its service unless it makes it worth their while to woik 
lor it. At present, with few czeeptioos, newspapers in India cannot be SKid to offer 
■uch attraction either in salaries or conditions of work, I'he avers ;:e working 
journalist is paid a very mengro salary and this, added to the at>B; nee of any 
Kheme of pension or Provident Fund, makes his life one of perpetn:il anxiety, li, 
in spite of idl this, journalism attracts a number of men whose tieers it is difficult 
' to find In any other profession, it Is because they consider it not as a career hut as 
a a&iasiott in life or find that newspaper work offers them the satisfaction of heart 
and mind which, they cannot find elsewhere. In the interests of iouinslism the 
need for the enforcement of minimum standarde of payment ana conditions of 
work for journalists, thus, becomes pa amount. The question arisea as vvho is to 
enforce tbeee standards. Primarily the joiimalists themselves must help themselves 
and, by organising a powerful trade union of their own as in Britain, 
effectively protect their rights and interests. Fins) decisions, naturally, rest with 
piopvietOTS who hold toe purse-strings. The Indian and l!:astern Bewspapera* 
bociety and the Indian I^gnagea Newspapera’ Association can and should give a 
helpful lead to proprletora in thie connection. But Editore, to whom jouroaliste 
working noder them look for guidance and protection, cannot shirk their responsi- 
bility. Oura is a powerful and influential organ isstiun of Editors and we are in a 
happy and advantageoua position In so far as we count among ourselves a consider- 
ible number of editor-proprietors aod managing-editors. Any rteommendatious 
that we may make about improving the economic status and working conditions of 
jouroatiets will have the merit of being constructive aod well-balsuced and I have 
no doubt will be treated with resfiect by the proprietors. Theu are the daye of 
Charters. Why alionld no! there be a Journalists* Charter ? Who can be in a better 
poaitioa to formulate it than a Conference of Editors and what can be a more 
propitious time than the preieat when the newspsper industry ie financially in a 
atronger poeltioo than ever before to give a new and fair deal to the working 
jourualiete who eeastitute ite backbone f 



an 


-^10 MU. ’« ] 


PBB8IDKim4L ADDRSSS 


OoMhiAag Hr. Bnlvt mM : 

... 3>«i«eM^J>efMid»« oltlie P*M»iwd«»touHt«ri»ii Kj{ima. U to^M 
fli« In /ndi» in «ot frer n* it th« PrrM in Britnin or Americn. the rcem 

suit be UNiJid in the toteliiariiiii chartf^ter ot the iiresent liovenimeni. of India* 
No orKtniaatlon could be more vtiallj interested in the oHtiblidimeot of true 
democracy in thin countrv than i« ihU Oonfeienee. For wt resliAC ih.it only in the 
atmosphere of tolerance, fairplay and comtiromlae which deroocrauy createa can n 
Free Preaa exist Free Press meane free dieeusaion which is like breath of life to 
demoermty. Thus a Free Press is as eaaential to true democrat^ as true democracy 
is to a Free Press. I submit therefore, thsJt the eiidiii|r of the presmt political 
deadloek mud the estsbliahmeat of a truly |)Opuliir (tovoriimcut is as uritent from 
our )>oiiit of view as it may be from auy other. I msy, however, be alhwed to M 
that Mitical freedom io India will uot necesniirily in.>aii the establiahineiit of true 
democracy- ^ We liave therefore, to uiiard au unst the dauj^er of a totalitarian reftiroe 
taking root io a Ficc India. Vitclly intcrosted ns the I'reHs wilt iil'^aya be in 
asHerti^iC and preserving its fret<i vu. It will have a ^reat part of pUy i.i the Shap- 
iros of the future cons' itiitlon ul India. Ami ss the reprcscuUitive urbanisation of 
the Presi. this Conference, 1 feel confident, will iirow from atrenKlh io elreiiKth 
and will have inereasiiiu opportunities of serviuK the cause of democracy iu thia 
country as wel) at of the freedom of the Press.*' 

Prbbipevt’b Tribute to Lord Livlithgow 


1 have no desire to be unfair to the Government of India and the Provincial 
Governments, nor can I let this opporiuutty pass without referring to the eiweiat 
contribution made by the ez-Viceroy, Lord Lhilithgow, to the eetablishuient of the 
conanltative machinery and to the tribute, wholly deserved, which lie tmid to the 
Press in one of his speeches before leaving -Utis eoiintry. The present Viceroy too, 
in one of the iiiterviewe he gave to tbe Press In J^ndoii before arriviug in this 
country, emphasised tbe importsnt part which the Press plays in the public life 
of the country. 1 have at^Hot the slightest hesitation in acknowledging that some 
officials of the Governincnt of India and cerisin provineiul governments hsve 
endeavoured to keep alive the consultative machinery for otdinnry purposee. Our 
grievance, howevtr, is that wheiicvtr it has suited them li .y have shown pcatit 
respect to the spirit of the l^elhi Agreement, of thim, agsin, beve contended 

tliat there are no statutory restriciioiis against the Pnws siid that editorial oomment 
bos been free. The question, however, is not so much as to bow many atstutory 
restrictions there are. 'ihe fact is that wheiievcr (fOvsiiiment wsnt tinder the 
convenient Defence of India itulvs, they prumulgate resiriciions of the Press, which 
though of a temiKirary character, are no leae indefiusilile tiicroacbments on onr 
liberty. As regards freidoni of comment the order strved by the Governmeut of 
Bombay regarding comments on Gaudbiji's fnat and the rreent artion taken against 
the Awn'tn Bazar Pairika are an eloquent proof of the fait that comment ie free 
only during the vicssuro of the Govertinii iit. If iK* spirit i f the Delhi Agncment 
ie to be kept blivc. onr right to cotiKuitatiim in regaid to sir icetriciioos that may be 
contemplated must be recognised in ithc^Kc. In css s of »i>«Tial emergency, it may 
not always be possible for Goveiiimeiit to do so. Hut in siiclt esses. Go^irnment 
niiiat, at the earlitst possible opi oitiiuiiy, place the lesirkiit ns imposed for conai* 
deration before us and amend or rescina tliem as may be icioinmeudid. 


‘ Freedom of the Press 

Tbe Chairman of the Associat'd Press nf Ameiica reicixly pro|)osed that Che 

S ace eouferince, wLer. it meets, should giiarsni«c fictiiom i f the Press throu^^iOttt 
» world, that it should also gnarautre freedom of sgi neies to make international 
exchange of news, equal accTesBihiliiy to all otticial news and transmission lacilitiee 
and the prohtbittoti of biassed propaganda in any newt atrvtce. Them are excellent 
pio|>oaalfl and iimde none too soon. Mr. I^nmner Welles, jormer Lumr-ffeeveta^ 
of Btate of the l). A. Government writing on them in tbe Netr York HeroM 


Tribune^ ears : ... 

**\Vhcn there is born a popular conviction that any nation which Kfusee !(• 
Mople the right freely to worship, freely to express tin mselves^ within the llmite 
ahieh public sccuriij rtqiiires— and freraom to obtain accurate .knowledge of whal 
iranaplrea both within and without their boundaries it a esnss of danger to all 
»ther people, lost so soon will these three freedoms be for all time esieblisbed as a 
nlgbiy bulwark to the future peace of tbe human race. 

“For that res«OD.*» Mr. Wellea concludes '‘the editors and pnbliiheia ol Om 
Jsited ritatea are performing an all-imporlaot service for their country and lot an 
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oountciM in thie task**. It is not necessary for me to add eoytliing to what Mr. 
Bumner Welles savs. I have no doubt there is not one anonffst join .who wiit not 
vholehearlcdly eudurse the iiroposal of the i^iairman of the Associated Ffess wf 
Aineriea, May I on your b.'hiilf say that wc Kditi^.rs of India fully associate onr« 

» H-itb the Kdit irs and lN:hlU!icrs of the Uuittd Btat»e in the move ihry lia;ve 
ni.ide^aiih tliis adclvudiim that when the t*eai!e I'onferenee f^narautees freHiom ut 
the Press and other freedoms to all nations of the world, the guarantee for India 
should i 01 be on paftcr alone. 

Reawln4l>ena 

I/ATK Mli. RAMAKAND CHAITBBJBA 

Mr. Brelri thi m moved from tlie Chair the followina resolution : 

The A. I. N K. Caiifcrence is dei ply grieved over the death of Mr. Ramajiand 
i.bo deui.r i ) is vholc life to tlic toMinlNnsitce of hiKh standards of joar« 
iislifin liiid wiiUflC .tervircH in tnis eonnectiiin piuvided an inspiration and guidance 
to t.’i:.‘ protes'^ioii. 'l'h>' tjoiifoteiice plucea on record ita apprecisiiou of Ids litvaln- 
'lif. ^«Tvi'*rH for the i‘ulrural upUftmeut of the country. 

The rt'^olutiou waa .adopted iiiianiHiously all standing. 

Tbiuoteh to Mr. K. S&inivarah 

Mr. iH ouflaH Gandhi moved a ircsolutiou thanking the outgoing President and 
i*\> T«Hnfn;. i\] pMci iiitoi of his eerviceH. *lhe. jesolntion was as follows : 

The A . i . N. ifi. Cuirfeiieiuie jdacos uu record its warm iu>P^tatien of the work 
jf Me. K. S.- iiiivoBan, the outgoing PrcHideiit, during his tenure of office for over 
two yests. it is largely due to Mr. Biinivasan^B untiring and pioneering zeal that 
tlif* Conreii'ti e htts been traced on strong foundatinns. Hy his diligence ami example, 
9.lr. brinivasan successfully brought about harmony and a tense of unity in the 
j •urt aliKiic profeiirtion. Tlie Prfss *4 f dii* is grAtefsl to Mr. Sriflivasan f r the 
Mvahiiiiblo services rendered by him to the journnlistic profession in the country 
aiid htf niaiiitainiiig its dignity and rights in these difficult Aimes. 

Ills rc oliitioa, Mr. Uevsdas GandJii said, did not contain a single idle word ; 
if nuydiing, it understated the |»o<.ltian. Ihe residufion as it stood expressed what 
btsioiiiig ComfliiAtee of the Cofilt'iesce fdi on ihe point mid it haa been adopfed 
nnssimouKly. !t was at s critfcM moment In the j mrnalistiv world that Mr. Erinl- 
Vftsati was invittd to take 44j) the leadership of the Press and he was glad to lay 
that tliey had mi diflicuUy in |.rrsiiadttig Mr.>:rtiiivssan to realise that it was an 
(icciuii.ni when liu ti.ad lo ikkti up viiiually tiic MSnaging I'dltorship of the entire 
]*rces ill I ndia. (Cheers) Never for a nnglc mmiH’nt fmd tliey tlie occasion to regret 
th;s clioiec they then made. 'IhiTe was ^very r>oasjbiKty at the time— it was in 
lUU- of the Press as a body being completely wiped out of existence, llianb to 
Mr. Srinivasan's prospecting winga, the Press hsd not only not been wiped out of 
existence hut the wlinic oofistdiacy to r.i|ie it out of existence had been shattered 
once Uir aIJ. On the orcasioii he had referred to, they retired to bod in the night 
expecting tlut the next morning newsiiatx^rs were all going to be luppreaaed ; Mr. 
Sriiiiva^Mii was up and toiling all the time, and the next morning instead of the 
iii.wH of the dissAter that was cxi>ecied, he waa in a poaition to convey to the 
t.\iufci« iMO the hsippy news of a verv favourable compromise. 

t^mtiiiiiing, Mr. iJcvadaa Chindhi said that the Presa had had to compromiae 
ui*h the Government on many an occasion. Many of the compromises for which 
Mr. 6Vmt rasan stood and was msiiily reapfinsible for but in which every member 
of ill s btaiidiiig Committee uiihcsitatingly associated himself with Mr. Srinivasan, 
were forced upon them by circumstances. Mr. Srlnivaian had been able to prove 
tliat the Press lossefscd streugsh of character much more |>erhaps than any other 
person in that position in those difricuU itroeR could have done. 

T;:6 Press, the spiisker continued, shoutd make it clear to Mr. S'inivtssn that, 
in Adopting the resolution, it was in no sense saying good>bye to him. Without 
hib L uidai.ee and his protecting wings and all that iliese roean^ the Press in India 
would have a very poiir chance i^dtHxl. Ue hoped fervently that Mr. Srinfvasjui 
w jiild never flag in his iiitereat in the welfare of the Press. To call him merirly 
s g eit leader of the Pwa ws^ not doing him justice. He was, quite apart from 
bin c miieciio'i with t:i»^ Press, “a v« ry grest personality.** The siieaki-r hid leariii 
to be a very great admirer of Mr. Sriiitvasan. 'J*he great ehnrm of hia personality 
was that he was not **a creatnre too good for human nature’s daily food.*’ Many of 
them, therefore, liked to be associated with a peraon who was 'pre-eminently human.’ 
In that email frame of bis, he enclosed the personality of n giant. Tba asme 
great personality waa evident in every line of his well-ohiaelled fece and the speaker 
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M iaqpiinid Witt JI m Mfio of MitoMHIf . If bt wm ift tflitl 
if Ml iiowen if ddlMlIoD he woald Ittt to iottr iaii i cloii woxwn 

of Mr BrinivoMii'o Hrtnoo ond dofoelo. Bat oo ioor woo Mr. SrloiTioon to the 
•pookerb ovn Moo of tto porfoel aioii, ttiu bo foil ttol it 01170110 wot qatUM 
to dioem or oouoid*'! hit wookneotoi, il woo Mr. Brlnlfooto hioMolf ond oortoinlj 
not bo (Mr. Dcrodao). 

Olio tbano bo would like to rofcr to 00 tto ooooiioo, ond ttot woo thot If one 
woo • ooHeoKOo of Mr. Biiniooioo, 000 oboold 01*070 bo proporod, ot oomo oto|to 
or ottor, of inearring oomo littio fluopiokm from Mr. Britilrooon. Bat wbot 
hopponod T Mr. Brioiroooii woo *oa ostrooidinory mon** ond whon bo ooopoetrd 
onroiio. tto Utter oomo olooer tt him feoling inotiDetUolf *beco io o non who io 
OIH7 trfing to impoio o higher otondord of ooudoot.** *Onoo 0 oolloogao of Mr. 
Srtiiifoton. 0IW070.0 oolUogoo ii Mr. Srioifoooa'*— ttot oortoiiii7 woo tto opeokor*o 
feeling ond hit doeloiotioo of ollogionoo. 

Bpeokine for *tto ooot ormj of oompotont mon. 70iing ond old, who worked 
undor Mr. Brinirooon**. Mr. Devodoo Oondhl ooid ttot It woo trno to 007 : ^»noo on 
omplojoo of Mr. BrlnWoion. olwo7o hit omplofoe.** Thot woo beoonoo the protection 
Mr. Brinivoeon gore woo not onU in tto motter of po7— ond it woo oertoinly rery 
•abotoiitUI poy— but In the woy in which ho ireoted hio empioyoe, the conddenoe 
which he ploeed in him, ond the woy in which he deolt with etch poroon'o 
dtfficnltieo ond tried to oympothioe with him ond remoTo difliealtioe. The epeoker 
hod leornt of thio from mony on employee ol Mr. Briniroooii ond olwoyo odmired 
him for the oaeoeoo he hod ottoincd In thot rotter norrow ophero of being *^0 hoee”. 
Borne of them knew— ho wiehed more of them knew it— ttot Mr. Brinivoeon woo 
deocribed by o lorge circle of people both with owe ond offection 00 booo ; he 
woe in truth *0 greet nooo”. Age rooted lightly on Mr. Brinirooen, end he hod no 
doubt thot in tto normol woy Mr. BriniTooon woo deotined to lire long ond In bio 
hundredth yeor would be 00 deroted to the oonoe of Indion journoliem oe he woo 
to-doy. (Cheem). There woo no intereot neorer to hio heort then the progreoo of 
journoliem in Indio. 

**lf there io one ezhorUtlon, I would moke to yon. Mr. Srinifooon,” Mr. 
Derodoo Gondhi continued, ^t io thio. Tan Hiudo io the greet monument you 
hove emoted. 1 om not nnmindful of tto foot ttot o good port of it woe 0 beritogo 
from yonr greet fetter. Yon do not perhone know ttot, in the '.Innormoet reoeoeeo 
of my heort, I boTo felt o brother to yon, Deeauoo l looked upon your fother oo my 
own fother; Thoee feelingo I leornt to cherioh when 1 vioited him in your office in 
1919 ond thoio ooeneo come bock to my mind when I oow hio picture in Tbb 
U iHDu Office the otter doy. Tbb Hibdb, 00 we know it to*doy, io the creotion, I 
ooy ogoin. of Mr. Brinivooon. Mow i wont yon, Mr. Brinivoton. to opreod youroelf 
out, devote youroelf to ereoting the oomo urge of o perfect nowopoper in oil newo- 
popen of Indio, to forget the individnol iutoceot of your own monument ond to try 
to bring the virtueo of T^b HIBDO to otter nowopoporo of IndU oloa I om ouro 
Mr. Brinivooon con oncceed in doing ttot.'* ...... 

Mr. Devodoo Gondhi wlohed to moke on ozhortotion to the incoming Preoident 
olio ond thot woo not to hooitote— ho woo merely voicing hio peroonol opinion--tq 
enlorgo the ocope of the (inference. **lf wo tie oaroelveo down to mem cditoriol 
mottera,” the epeoker ooid, "ond to o too Borrow dednition of whot wo regord 00 
ediiorlil mottom, wo oboll not be doing onr duty by our country. Them om very 
few orgonioed bodieo in thio eqnntry who om oble to do full oervice to the gantry 
ond It io in need of every ounce of oorrioe it con get from .•▼•ry quorter. Here io 
thio orgonioed body which eon, perhopo. do o lot ond, tterefom, I would it tiM to 
find out ovenneo of rendering greoter oervioe to the notion 00 0 wbde. 1 would not 
go into but ttio io o motter which we con conoider in our Oonfemnce. Mr. 

BrUivnoon, I om onm, would not only be eminently quolifled to, but would ^ 
oueoMofal, if he tried to enlorgo the ocope of ^the Oonbrepce. Lrt me coimla^ 
Witt the pmyer ttot Mr. Brlnivnoon be endowed with long life end thot be ehonld 
live mony loim yeore to eerve 00 o living inepimtion to the world of Joumoliem in 

>^lw^l!o»rikiilot oi Ih. TtmM of Jndi^ *^”^5 ^ 
it Rm hta TWf giwt iitaMBN to b* abl. to m* hit tribnu to Hr. SrioirMo oho 
iMd goUUd IhobMltNoeo dorioc tbo ‘^rtt ioidal jion ol w frott diOealto.” 
It wm Hkoltfoot. aithooith it MHht aot to theai ^ at t tarprfa« 

that obtoSt BdlM oftote looCtf tot a. ata lwwt. to tt^d rt-- 
tboaa who woold aooraoah opoo thoan, they lookad to Sonto lodia. Aaja 
tno\aooMfthioK SiMtooioaliilate lodia kaoir Hao that tbia waa toMi 
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la wvM do; 


tkafHMtf B«rth 


tefka 

m qiiiiyoB Qg Ikt 

.. . ^ _ j he f^fat Wii in A fdV femllier etMomhewt eeeioie ll wm 

j the eeme AlaiOiphen that he felt etenr tine he eniend hie eitb«EdUtere* 

hi Bemhej (eheere) Mr. SrMvaaan fveeided le IMD offer e meeting **ihe 

llhiiif whloh hAd oerer been leen before^. It wee e getherieg ef {onmellete, he 
wee elmoet foiag le eej **Otttieged iournelieU,'* who oeme to pnoieit egeinel the 
Ofdlneiigie of the Oomoment of Indie. 'Iliefe wee en old eeylog In the Bible. 
*11 the trumpet give iorth en nneeriein eonnd* who oen piepeie hlBeeif for the 
hettle f* Tim wee no nneertein eoood ehoot Mr. Brlnlveeene*e trumpet on thet 
oeem^ (eheere). Bo greet e noiee did thie getherieg rneke thet if the wnlle of 
Jerieho did not eseotlj oollepeeL et leeel tboee within thought dieeietion the better 
pert of velour end ineteed .of telling the bnmptlode newepeper editore to go boek 
where they hod eome frm, they thought it better to oompromieoi (Oheere). Bo, there 
wee the eompromlee whieh bed gone on frooi thet dny to thie— one of the moot 
velneble tbinge thet hed heQpencd in the hietory of newepepm in Indie. Mr. Brl- 
niveeen hed preeided over *e heterogeneooe eolleotion of people*; but, they bed ell 
one intereet^end it wee here thet their eneoeee ley— to proteet their own rigbte end 
Intereite euninet eneroeohmente from wbetever qnertere enoh eneroeehmente eeme. 
They etooa by their righto. If one knew eometli.ng of the difTerenoee thet cropped 
up in 0 body of to meny widely divergent Inteieece, one would hove tome idee of 
tlie ikill end ebility with whiuh the retiring Freeident hendled, he wonid not toy e 
lefreetory but e pretty mulieh teen*’ (leugbter). It wee diflit*ult indeed to get 
them ell to een elike, but deepite divergeneee, they did And unity— unity in divemity. 
Thet hp eoneidered to be one of the greeieet tribntee he eonld pey to Mr. Brioi- 
veeen. Tbel et eny rote, wee one of the thlnge whieh the Oonferenee eonld ehow 
ee en eiemple to the reet of Indie. If the net of Indie would get together like 
the Newepeper Editore, then **we will go e long wey towerde our goJ”. Me did 
not wieh to emberrem Mr. Briniveeen by further tribntee. He felt thet whet hed 
eo ebly been eeid by Mr. D§vada$ Gandhi wee entirely deeerved. Bomewhet of 
e leto^mer ee he wee to the Editore* Oonferenee end e eonvert to the eeuee^ he 
wiehed to heertily endoiie everything eeid ee to the quelitim of Mr. Briniveeen. 

In their diffloaltiee with the Ooveroment of Indie, Bir franeU eeid. the Freee 
hed often oome up egeioet eeriooe oppoeition, eo thet eometimee thing* locriked very 
bleek end the proepeot of oomiog to e eetiefectory eettiement on metiers et imne 
very gloomy indeco. Even et the moet critloel end depreeeiug timee Mr. Brinivasan 
never lost hie eenee of humour. Hie reedy emile end the wey in whieh he could 
leogh et trouble hed meny e time won over doubting Thomeeee. Ae one of Mr. 
Briniveeun*e devoted diceiplee in the greet work of nie Oonferenee^ he felt the 
tribute peld by the body to Mr. Briniveeen well deeerved. He hoped thet ee time 
progree^ the Oonferenee would oontinue In the peth whieh Mr, Briniveeen eo 
eerneetly end euoeeeefully put ite leet on. 

Mr. AmriiMal Snih, eupporting the reeolution, eeid He belonged to e eehool 
diflbient from thet JMr. Srinivanan belonged to end he wee not himeelf very eon- 
fldeni of reeulte when the Oonferenee elerted on Ite work. Mr. Erinivneen leveeled 
e beentifttl blend of iodependenoe, moderetlon end diplometie. ikill end e cepeeity 
to eonduet bueinem teetfully end tbue help the Oonferenee to tide over diftenitiee. 
The neture of the difficult time geve them the nimi to lend them thioimh end during 
^ three yeere of hie pveeldentehip Mr. Ikiniveeen roee eqnel to llm dntim he 
undertook end the trust reposed |n him. ^ 

Mft /• JT. Karandikar eeid thet whenever he thought of the outgoing Pieei- 
dent» he wee reminded of G. K* Gokkak whom he resembled, in thet be elweyr 
tried to eee hie opponvntb point of viow nnd wbUe never yielding hie fnndemenie 


the Oon- 


prlnolplee^ bring the opponent round, to eueoemfnl wan Mr. Briniv 
oompromiece thet meny e neper thet hed euepended publieelkm * 
lerenee wee eterted, found it poeeihle eud hononreble to Maine 
Mr. ifamenofh Gonnka eeid that he bad known '*our T 
eonld therefore, epenk wto euUmri^ dmived from perMuel l_ 
member of the Oebinet end of the OppociUon/' AUlumgk they 
eevtrel oeeealonn he could eey without fear of eoulredleuon 

never bore ilUwUl. Mr^ Brietveeen could not hete or dieliim t 

to do eo. Mr. Briulveseu mi^t not aeem to poaecee the qnellly of u tghiiit M 
when it beeeme loeyiieble,^ohe oould reiely Bad e fighter of fte hrpo 
veseo. (Oheere), But for hie g^ ebility end leet the Owilmenei would not hevu 
bemthm to lueet U Mediie.lkr. SciniviMen iofS beniony end mttf. tb SS 
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bla VM to lo?f him. He wai boBM to tot com ttd t ffnctlwmt anl to Itto 
Tbo ootttediag qiulltict wbM wobM ilrihe 0070110 obont Mr. torlotfcooB «mt Ito 
eirlllto of lenpor, 000(1 oibbilhy mod laiiolo fcentlcncM. Ooo mlfcbl oocooc bim 
M bdoo right or wrong, but oobodj fooid oeeom him of toking cMoc with wnMig. 
Mr. finnivcNO h^d boen o otooiioh ond ooociitoot ootkxiolict, Borcr comiNNMitaliig 
on fondomentol loyolm to tbo eoontrj. Uo bod tnoomifiiliy itectcd Um Prom 
tbfongh *'wotora Infoiiod with cmonl Uwoto’’ Altbongb ho might not bo Acci- 
dent m tbo ooming yeor the •pecker woo enio Mr. Srinirocen would bo • goldhw 
feotor of the orgonicotion wbiob be bao bnill, nonrlcbod nod brought op to ton 
poeitloii. (Obccrc). 

Mr. Bflvi ocioeioted himedf wbole-bmrtedly with the pierlooi •peokero md 
•nid that no tribotee ouuld be joster or greeter then thoee Mid. In IMO, the Preci 
in Indie woo eonfronted with e erieioeora ea bed nerer before feced It, end for it 
tbo queetion wee whether it ohotild eziet or not. The crieie oelM for n leeder who 
would take the Prem forward end In Mr. Muirecen they found the leader. ^Ha 
bee led no on a path.'* Mr. Brelri oeid, **whiob bee ehown to no that we ebell be 
able to broaden the baeie of onr freedom ae time goce on. 1 here no donbt that 
Mr. Brinireoan will be alwaye with ne to guide ne and help ne and we ehall alwayo 
bare hie oo-operation.'* 

The reeolution wee then adopted by the Conference nnanimonely. 

Mr. Brelvi then garlandad Mr. Brliiifaean amidat loud ohecre. 

Mr. ^rcAieaean. rcpl}iDg. aaid be wee utterly orerwhelmcd by the generooi 
tribntee paid to him and hit work He felt too embarraeacd to ezpreaa in adfqnate 
terms what be felt on the ocoaeion and he would therefore cod tent bimieU with 
•ayiiHg that he would strife hie beet to deaerre them. 

Ilia Conference then ad]ourn«*d for tea. 

After an hour's adJtMirnnieiit the Conference met again for the erening aeaaiOD. 
Mr. Brelvi preeidiiig. It apMinbd a Btth]eota Committee, consieting of 2A membera 
to draft resolutions to be placed liefore the Conference. Mominatione for the now 
Standing Committee were also called for. Tlie Oouferenee then adjourned. 

Reaolutioiia-*2nd. Day— Madraa-^lllh. January 1M4 

New Btakdivg CoaMiTrBB Foembd 

The Conference resumed its sitting at 9-ilO p.iD. on the neii daf, the tllb. 
January, when the reaulta of the election to the Btaodiug Committee of the 
A. 1. N. E. 0. for 1944 were announced. 

The following 91 membera were declared elected to the Standing Committee ; 
Mr. K. Srinifsean (The Htndu), ^ir Francis Low {Times of India), Mr. Defadaa 
Gendtii {Hindustan Times, Kew Delhi), Mr. J. N. Babni {National Call, Mew 
Delhi) Mr. 1. M. Btephene (S*atesman, Cab*utta), Mr. A. 8. Bbaratban (Aacociated 
press of India), Mr. luahar Kanti Glioah (A. B, Patrika), Mr. Kamanath Ooenka 
(Indian Express), Mr. D. AmriJal Bheth {Janmabhoomi, Hombi^), Mr. BamaMaa 
Oandhi t Vandemataram, Bombay), Mr. M. Mairifi (Ajmal, Bombay), Mr C. B. 
Brinivasan (Swadesamitram), Mr R. D. Malieswari (Hav Bh*irai. Nagpur). Mr. 
A. D. Mani {Hitavada, Nagpur). Mr. B B. VaaHii {Ananda Vikatan, Madras), 
Mr. U. R. Mohary (Samyukta Karnataka, Hiibli), .Mr. K. ruiiitiah (Bind Observer), 
Mr K. Brinifsaan (Free Press Inumal, Bombay) Mr. B. Hliifa Kao lAtwdoy 
Hindu, Madras), Mr. B. V. Bwami (Free Press, Madras) and Mr. Vidyabaaker 
(Aj*. Benarea). _ . . ^ 

PA 68 FORT FAHUTiEe FOR A. I. N. C. G. MRMBBaa 

The Conference pa*>eed two more resolutions before concludiug its eewion. 

Ihe first resolution whicii was moved from the chair and passed read aa 
follows : “Thia Conferenca requeats the Goverfimtnt to provide fiesaporia and ^ansport 
laeilitiea to such memliera of the A. 1. N. E. C. as may wish to fialt Englimd. 
America and oilier countries at their own fzitenae at the present iunetnte with Inll 
libariy to meet people of their choice end to ezprees their views treely." 

EOONOAIO CORDlTKig OF WOBKIFO JoUBFAUaTB 

Mr. J. H, Sahni moved and Mr. JT. Srimoasan ol Bombay snppoiled too 
•aoond reaoluiioo which ran aa follow# s ^ • a ai. i. a 

••Thia Conference direett the Standing Committee to apiioint tom to 

eonfar with the proprietorial organisatlone and formnlato ptopotala for the Impio* 
vemant ol the coonomic ooodition of working joornaliata. 

Mb. Bbklvi'b Apfbal ^ ^ ■ 

Wsndiog np toe proeeedinge, Mr. S, A. Brelw, the PreeSdeat, toaaked too 
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dttotM lor the oo-opentiOB oad oplcil of ■oconoodotioo llwj bad oboini whiob 
OBOblod him to oonduel Iht praeoedlngt tmootlily and mako tba Ooulereoea a 
aoooeaa. Ho hoped tho aaaM bamonum apiril would coaiinue to mark iha pro- 
oeadion of (he Ooofeioooo io the mootha imead, ao that ibo orgauiaaHoo miieht 
grow from atrengtb to atieiigib. Beferriog to a remark hy one of the delegatee 
that tho Ooofeiooce waa a war-time baby and that it might not anrfifo it» Mr. 
Bretfl aforrod that it waa not a war-ilmo baby. Tha Gonlerence waa a folly re- 
proaentatife gathering of the Preaa of India. In fact, there waa no oiganiaation in 
India whidi mittld eUm a greater ropreaeotatlTe charaetar than the All-liidia 
Hewapaper fiditora* Gonferencd. It belonged to no party and It waa open to erery 
Bownpaper In tha oonntry, irreapectlfe of ita editorial policy, to jjoin the Conference. 
Mr. Brelfl appealed to aneh of the newapapera aa bad not yet Joined the Coiiference 
to loin it and thua make it atrooger. The object of tha Conference, aa he bad 
asplained in the conrae of hie preaidenUal addreaa, waa to preaerwe the high tradi- 
tlona and atandard of JonrnaUam in India. It would be tho object of the Coii- 
lorenee to aocnro to ita membera tha right of ezpreaalon of their rlewa freely and 
foarleaaly, 

Mr. Br§lvi thanked the Beeeption Committee for the elaborate arrangementa it 
had made to make the Conference a aneocaa and to make tho membera’^ atay in 
Madraa ?ery eomfortablo. 

Mr. Bnlvi, io oonclualon. thanked Mr. dT. 8riniva§an, the former Freaident, 
for hie help and guidance in conducting the proeecdinga. 

Mr. C, B. Briwva$an, Kdjior of the 8wade$amitram, then propoaed a rota of 
thMuif to the chair, which waa carried nnanimoualr. 

Mr. J. N. 8ahni {Natumat Call) paid a trihuia to South India which, he aaid, 
waa tha aeat of Joarnaliem in thia country and aaid that their fiait to Madraa waa 
more in tha nature of a pilgrimage. Becalling that the prerioua aemiona of the 
Oonfcrenoa ware held firat at Delhi, right amidat tha amcll of melting lead and 
doe, and eeoondly at Bombay in an atmoapbera which reminded them of bmlneea 
and adfartiaementa. Mr. 8akni mid tha third aamion of tba Conference had aptly 
been bald in the artiatio Gemini Studioe. Bo thanked Mr. Vaaan on whoee 
dtouidere had fallen the brunt of making theae elaborate anrangementa. 

Mr. Nrimal Oho§h and Mr. B. 8an Chtpta, on behalf of the Bengal journaliata, 
Inrited the next aeaiion of tha Oonferenea to Calcutta. Mr. Brelfi, the Prcaident, 
tutcd that tba Standing Committee wonld bear in mind thair inyitation at the time 
of fixing np the renue for the next aemion. 

Tm Oonfotenoe then eonoluded. 


The All India Women’s Conference 

ITth. SenioB— Bombay— 7th. to lOth. April 1944. 

Procecdlage of the fiUeelon 

For tba acoond time in ita abort life of 18 ycare the Annual Bemion of tho 
All-India Woman’a Gonfarenoe was held ia Bombay. This Beeeioo waa held after 
a gap of 2 yeari. Unfortunately, owing to the uiiBettled political condition of the 
countiy and the imprisonment of both President and Preddent-elect no Bemion 
oottld be held in 1243. The entbueiaim with whieb thia Beeaion was receired and 
acclaimed altoTcr India proTca without a doubt the hold the Women *• Conrerenee 
baa on the hearts of women throughout the country and ita Influenoe aod Im- 
portanoa aa a lead-giying organiaation. 

Tha arrangementa made by the Beeeption Oommittee. tha gnmdenr of tba 
pandal and the abnormal crowds of ylaltora that attendad all tha tom deye* seseiona 
did foil JuBiioe to Bombay’s reputation aa tba premier city of ladia. Mot only waa 
Iha diaterial arcangemente for the comfort of the delegates on a good scale but the 
whole spirit both Intellcetnal and emotional of tha Sciaion was on a leale and of 
oharaeter not known hitharto. The delagataa ware in wondaitul form, their sign- 
mania cogent. A spirit ^ of go-aheadneas peryaded tba diaeniaioaa. Thera wcio 
many new*oomc*% Tha younger acotlon of cdoeaied women seemed to hefs wokaii 
Io tM potcnlialittcs of the WobmbIi Coafereace and amda a determined bid to 
utlllm U to Ita fullest dtant. Ihi old ayatem of Subjeita* Commitici end Plenary 
Beeilon wee lavacted to aa iho Qioep System had ba«i tried and found wanttni. 
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A d«Mrton tht aMd pcoeadut wm rnuda te Ihiii ai«i of lopoto 
yitod during Um UomIim to glfo thoir opooiolliod ?itwi wd ftndinn 
iiifolfvd in the roiottttioot. 04. Dr. Ai^arim opoko on '*Food and li 
Mr. MoUial Setalvad, one of tho Icodm of tho Boabof Bor and on outhority on 
Hindii Law* on **Uinaii Womcn'o Potltion under Hincln Low.** 

The Beventeeuth Seseion will o?or remoin o hUtorie one beeoneo of tho addrcoo 
preeented to 6*rtmafi Sarojini Naidu, tho BnlbuM-HInd hj tho A. 1. W. a. the 
Notionol Council of Women in Indio, the Bombay Proeldeiiey Women^i Oonnril. 
the Reception Committee, the Conetiiuento Branehco of the A. I. W. a, in Bombay 
and its tiuburba. and 75 other toeial eerfioo organ iaationo belonging to tho eity cic 
Bombay, for her life-long eereioea to the oauie of tho country in gonciil and 
women in partieular. Barojini Devi woe buried twice OTor in garlanda and the 
surge of emotion roue to an iudeacribablo climax. Tho anti-climax lay in the 
fact that Saroiini Deei could reply to thia orerwhelmiiig oiproaaion of lore and 
affection only by a Namaate, the Government of India ha?ing aealod her lipa in 
ai.eecb. 

A Civic Reception wao accorded by the Mayor and the Mnnieipal Corporation 
of Bombay to welcome the Prcoident and the other membera of the Btandlng 
Committee to the hospitable city of Bombay. 

*lhe Oelegatea who had come to Bombay prepared to rough thinge, having 
beard all about the rationing acbeme and the food saving, wore pleaeurably 
aurpriaed at the lavish arrangements of the Reception Committee. The At Uomes 
and Dinners given by iiistitutiona and individuals and Her Higlineas Maharani 
Bhakti Devi of Nepara Banquet also came as a welcome surprise, and also her 
maguificent donation of Ka. id),U00 towards the Kastiiriia Memorial Fund. 

The ariiatic excellence of the Variety Eotertainment and the Handicraft and 
Swadeshi Exhibition which have become customary featurea of every eeeiion, were 
in keeping with the general scheme of thinsa, and the mammoth crowds of the 
public meeting of women organised by the JMar-Matunga and Parel Coostltuont 
Branches filled the hearte of the delegatee with envy. 

Our aincereet thanka are due to Lady Premlila Thackerioy, Bte Chairwoman of 
the Reception Committee and her band of indefatigablo Becratarieo whoso labors 
reauited in a smooth, aueoesafnl and happy Beaaioo. 

Proceedings of the Session 


111, 17th SMtion of the Confarenoa wm held io • aiweioni pandid ,k«Im 1 in 
the grounds of Vanita Viabram, Sandhurst Hoad, Bombay, on Friday, the April 7, iHl. 
The proeeedingj began with a prayer rendered by pnpila of the Sebooi of Indian 
Music, after mich Mre. Vijapa Lakthnd Poadtf, the retiring President addiaaaed 
the Conference. 

Speaking in Hindi, Mra. Pandit recalled that the Conference was meeting after 
two years, the leet teasion having been held at Cooanada in 1041. In the period 
that had interrened between the last session and the present, many notable avoata 
had taken place all over the world. In India specially the last year had besn tragic 
one and circumstances beyond the control of the Conference bad coma the way of 
its normal work. For msny months some of our best workers had been In astan- 
tion and it had not been possible to give effect to many of the resolutiona p a ss e d 
at Cocanada. It is to our credit that tbroogbont this difficnlt period membeio 
ludividualiy and collectively bad kept tno spirit of the Conference siive, 

Mrs. Pandit exi reased the opinion that reforma in the political, eoeiel end 
economic sphere were interdependent. While it wae true that the main aim of the 
Conference wae to raise Indian womanhood to its rightful pleeS, they oould not be 
blind to the polUieel cltnetion If the Conferenee wiebed to progrece rapidly towards 
ita ideal it could not afford to keep out of politics— not the linilied party police 
of any group but those wider ieeuee which fees humanity. We must bring this 
wider poll! leal interest within our purview and attempt to solve onr probleoM In 
the Naiionel interest rather in the limited circle of our own immediala needs. The 
world is engaged in n War for freedom end we cannot forget ^t ow mn^ 
eonaiating of one-fifih of the human nee ia alao n part Of the world. For the 
satisfactory aolutioo of any of the dUBeultiea that fan ua aa a gtm or whM Im 
the conatiy, freedom is the first eaeeotial end only then eon we help towerde the 
building up of n better world, . ^ ^ j t. 

The women’e movement in Indln bus forged nbeed with n npidity whl^ if 
one nnderitanda the handieape we hove bed to overeomA bee been remnrkab^ 
The Indina woman laformet has not bavi lha aaeny of man-'-onr man have helped 
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ns In oar ifki lor cqoallte and Nm bltt« Milifcoaifm wbidi odttod ii iStm 
West belwoer 9 m MBit nofor ianad lli vaf ioko oor naki. Oar ancient trodi- 
tiim bee been one of eomredecbip end wo look forward in the fatnre to iu growth. 

She wee glad to etate that the Miberehip of the Oonferenee woe on the 
Inereoie end that nore and bmow woomo in the nofneeil oreoe were beginning 
to teellee the edfontagce of Joiniog the woflecnVi nofcment. Bhe hoped the time 
woold ioo i> come when hnnaredi ol bronehea of the Oonfemnee would epring np 
oil ofer the ooantrY, . . 

The Irork of the Oonferenee during the two yeore that bed peeeed einee the 
loot eeeeion woe mainly relief work lor the eoBcrere In the oalamitiee which hod 
Ofertaken MIdoapore and enbieqaeotiy the whole of Bengal, end Bijapor Dietriot In 
Bombay Prorince. Workere of the Oonferenee had not only eollectcd fuiide but 
hod rendered help in the dtetreeeed oreoe in eToiy poeelble way. In thif connection 
ehe referred to the All-Indio Safe the Obildren Committee which hod come into 
adetenee at a reeult of condltlone of Bengal. 

lire. Pandit referred to another tragedy which hod coot a gloom in Cf^ 
Indian home tec. the death of Koiturba Gandhi who woe the eymbol of ideal Indian 
womanhood to thoueande all 6?er the country. She appealed to women to help in 
the collectione for roiaing a euiuble memorial, which it hod been euggeeted, ebould 
take the form of an orgauieatioo for odfanoement of women ’e education, a eubjeot with 
whioh the Oonferenee wee Tcry much ooncerned. 

Paying a tribute to Bhrimati Kcmaledefi, Mrs. Pandit obeerfed that the 
Oonferenee wM fortunate in haring her os their President for the year, t^he was 
one of the foundation mem tiers of the Conference and a valued worker. Her work 
for women both in India and abroad had done much to raise the prestige of 
Indian women. Mrs. Fetidit was speoisily happy to hand over chgrge to a woman 
who was her comrade in another and bigger aphere. She felt that all she hsd left 
undone during her term os President would be more worthily sccompliehed by 
Kamslsdevi who would guide the Conference with sbility and coursge. 

Welecms Address 

Lady Premlila ThaekerBoy, Chstr woman of the Reception Committee, welcom- 
ing the President snd Delegates said : 1 wanted to deliver this address iu Gujsrsti 
which is my mother tongue, bu^ I chose Hindi because it is important 1 sbonld 
speak in a language which delegates from other parts of the country can under- 
stand. There is no other language except Hindi for that purpose. If we all learn 
Hindi there will be no need for us to learn any other language. 

After a lapse of fourteen years we have met again in Bombay. Bombay has 
not remained impervious to the many changes that have taken place during this 
period. Although it is not the capital of India, Bombay Is undoubtedly the 
greatest Ciiy in India and it has always given the lead in the matter of helping 
the rest of India, and relieving distress wherever it occurs. Bombay bos piaytd 
an important part iu the orgauisstion of the Women’s Oonfereuce. Alihongh the 
Conference esme into existence in 1926 its foundations were laid on a 6rm basis 
in 19d0 St the session held in Bombay. Here I em reminded of Iste Lady Dorsb 
Tats, the then President of the Reception Committee. Let me hope that the silver 
Jubilee of the Oonferenee will also be celebrated in Bombay. Last year we could 
not hold the Conference because ol the political turmoil and the arrest of our 
national leaders. Even today we are meeting under the shadow of grief. The pase- 
ing away of Kaeturba, the greatest of our womeu, is a matter of profound sorrow 
to ut. She was the embodiment of the virtues of Aryan womanhood and we all 
can draw inspiration from her. 

Her death has caused a void in Gandhiji's life which cannot be filled. Even 
eo it has caused a void in the life of our country. Indian women owe a great debt 
to Gandbiji for the progrese and advance they have achieved. 

The e»d demise of Sbri Rsnjit Pandit it still fresh in our memory. Mrs. 
Vijayn Lsksbmi Pandit, the President of our last Session and the soul of our Goo- 
lerenee hoe mode greet sacrifices with Mr. Pandit for the awakening and freedom 
of our country. We all tympatbise with Mrs. Pandit in her very sad bereavemeut. 

We keenly feel the absence of Bajkumari Amrit Ksur, one of our closest 
friends and very eineere and eetive worker on ecoonnt of her detention under the 
Defence of India Rules. 

It is our fortune, Kamohdifl, that yon are here to prealde over this con- 
ference. in what terms aboil I introduee you to the gathering T You are the 
embodiment of world womanhood. You have done the greateet eerviee to your 
^•lece in thie country by the moei lafoacobli imp r e ml on yon have eieoted obibad. 
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Tm luiro tata tho kMocfi fotenot la our OoafttMot. Yon vm 

iBa oponlag of BiioolMi io dlffnool porta of Iba oooatiry. In foeooiiltioii of 
forriooi the Ooulnoiioe daotcd jou geoefil aeeiotary thrloo. Now when rital 
hloM faee no jon hero aoiamad the pmldotitobip of the Ooofmiioe. Too ere 
okrer, eultoM, |(ifted and talented ; yoo eio e Kieet organiaer end you hare gioat 
eepeeity lor oervtee. By pertieipetiDg in the Tnternetional Womenh OonlereDoee et 
Berlin, Genera, Prague and Elielnor aa Indle^e repreeentatiro and rery ably preaen- 
ting our probleaii yon did e great eorriee to ne and won ue the eeteen of ooteide 
norld. Yon eleo dlepelled many wrong noMoiie about Indie that prereiM In 
other oountrice. 1 am cofldent that in the pieeent erltlcel Jnnetaie you will be 
able to lead ua along the right pith. 

It ie a great pleaeure, we here in oar midat today Mre. Berojini Naidu who 
hee gone through a long period of detention and illneie. 8lie ia not quite well ae 
yet, and it i« her great intereet in onr Oonlerenee that hee brought her here today. 
Srimati Naidu, we weleome you from the core of our hearte. 1 am aure that the 
Conference by pieaeiiting an addreaa to yon will ahow ite gratitude for all that you 
hare done for oe and theooontry. Ton pare railed the etatue of Indian women ae 
DO other penon haedone, and your eontribntion to Indian eultnre ie by no meane 
email. Your preaenoe here Ie a great inepiratiou to ne all. You hare brought 
lue re on Indian womanhood. May yon be long apared to ne. 

Thero a^e many grare probleme facing ne today. The war of the great powere 
ia atill raging furioualy, and it ia onaeting greater eacTifieee from the people. Al- 
though we hare no coneern with the war we hare been dragged into it. India haa 
made groat aaerifioea both in men, money and material. We are eiperieiioiiig 
great fiardehipa in trarelliog and getting the daily neoe»eiiiee of life. No one 
appears to worry about the needs of the people ; and there appeare to >e no proa- 
poet of any improrement io the aituatibu. All round, we see dietrest and famine 
la atalhing Bengal and other parte of the country, it is a matter of abame for onr 
mlera that in a raat agricultural country like India there ahoold be auch laminae. 
It ia imperatire that under such eirenmetanoes wa ahonld know what is our duty. 
1 hope the Oonferanoe will gire right and proper guidance In thia matter. 

1 am aware that India la a yaat ooun^ and there are nnmerona difficuUiea in 
our way. We are divided. Tbon are provincial, lingufatio and other differences 
which come In the way of onr progroaa. But if we approach our tnek in the right 
spirit 1 am aura we can aocompliah it. We have a great teak awaiting ue in the 
villages. Owing to certain difficultica we have not OMn able to give ae much atten- 
tion to this qneetion aa it deserves. The vast maaeca of village women are illiterate 
and ignorant. I'hey are like Iroga in the well. Their outlook on life needs to be 
liberalised and broadened. In tbie task we have a duty to perform. You have aet 
up a committee to deal wi*h thia problem. But 1 think greater emphasis should 
be laid ou thia work than ]»Hberto. 

The Coolerenee publishM a magaaine "Boabni." Many people do not know 
anything about Ik inoecd thqy have not even beard ita name, hecauae it ia in 
Engliah. 1 truat that it iiiH be publiabed in Hindi. . . ^ . 

Aa a reault of the war many educated middle class girls and women have 
aconred employment. It is neoeesary to utter a word of eauiioo that in thia going 
forward thero would be no blind imitatioD, lor eui^ imitation would nc^ help the 
promotion of eultnre. It is equally important that there ie no neglect of the 
moral aide of education. It goea without aayiog that atroog mora^*tv and character 
are coaeotlal to aocceea. ... « t. 

There areaeveral women*# organiaationa fnnetio^ng in Jbia country. I think 
that there ahonld be a cloae co-orainatiou of their effbrta. If they 
unit^ and under a alngle oivanlaation and direction wa could achieve better 

Once again I extend Ou oehalf of the Beeeptioo Committee a warm 
to lha Delegatea and Viaitore to the Conferenea. 1 hope ymi will 
our ihortcominga. Let ne hope that bf the ttasa onr next Beaaloo ia ^ 
elonda will aeatter away, and there win bo harmooy and 
iiid India will acquire ite proper dace in ^ world noder the gnidaoee of tho 
poatio ol pcaoa, iUbatBaa Gandhi. 

^maitoia* Bpoodma 

Mn. Urmtta MMa, Hoik OnKnU ^ w. d *l»«. wpo r* ^ ^ 

•etifiilM of tb. Oooferaaeo tof 1W8-48, ijbf* wM^ - jfiKfSf*’ ^•** ** 
a— oooa«— t oiBhiima gfolodwl. T)ittpw>.ipeeely 

Mr. U.S. MmtarO, tht Muttr : I wobM Idn at tbo ooHa* to art vkoa 



an ICT AIX INDIA WOMBIinS OONF^^ [MMB4T- 

two 4m tfO I hid Ifai pltMiit of wilaoBloK jon PiraridanMiel tad mmbm 
of thi randiBg OmmUteo lo this dtj on behilf of tho Mimielpil OonmtioD, 
BOW Ibii 1 Bidetitiod o lom Bumbar of deloiilM boa oom io. I would Itlm to 
doofiy to Ihm m will tno woroi wcleono whieh tho eitlieni of Bombty would 
d«wlri me to iivo thoM oo Ibii ooeation. It It oil the biofo f»l«ot«nt to welomne 
you oil bceoBue in o woy this U the drat timo tinee Aoguot lQ42 that wo ore hoviug 

0 gotbering of thie notnie in the city. Oue eonnot help looking bock oi>d being 
reaiiudell of oo»ooioni of thle eort in the poet whieh ore no longer pemiieeibte in 
three dayo in our oonntry or in our city. Yon bore brought odded liie to tho eiij 
ond reieed tbo level of ito eoneeiononeee. end in thot oenee yonx Oonference hoe 
oonirsbuted to onr eivio life. 

Hoving ioid tbet, 1 eonfoM to on omonnt of bewilderment no to the eopoeity 
in which i end my dietingoiebed fellow-eitifeni who ore invited here today ore 
bf^fore yon. 1 eon only enrmioe thot our eopoeity io oometbing opproxi mating to 
thot of froternol delegatee from o fortunotely non-ezietent All-Indio Men*o Oonfe- 
rence. (Longhter). At the oome time, the fact thot the moiority of the epeokero 
on the opening day of the All-Indio Women'o Gonferenee ohonld be man ia one 
which eonnot bat appeal to the vanity of the mere mole. I do hope it meone oo 
odmiotion thot even when yon foregather, you cannot really do without no. 

There ore jaet one or two pointo mode by the retiring Preeident ond the 
Annual Report of the General Beoretory to whieh I would like to draw attention. 
The firot pednt, which woo mode by Mro. Vijoyo Lokahmi Pandit, woo thot this 
in non-porelion orgonieotion. That ie a point which io well worth otreteing, becauae 

1 think that io the oeoret of the ouoeeMful growth and development of the ('onfe- 
renee. 1' think thio Gonferenee io boood to grow ond beeome more ond more 
powerfnl oo o factor in our notional life only to the extent that yon con manage 
to retain thot non-portioon eborooter. We hove oeen nnfortunotely in the eoae of 
certain other orgoolootione of thio nature, whether they were of the workera, 
peooonto or otudeiito. thot they hove oil come to grief become of ottempU in o 
certain quarter to permeate ond capture thooo orgoniootiono for partisan ends. I do 
hope thot your Cteferenee will be able to onrvive any ouch attempto and repel them 
firmly ond will keep Its broed-booed notltmal character. 

ne other point ia with reference to the Bceretaryn Report pertmning to the 
Abrama Training Gamp. Thot Gamp has aet a very fine fxample of what your 
Gonferenee can do to meet the growing demand for trained women workers of 
varioua kindo in our countryeide. There is a^ growing need for doetora, teachera, 
nnroea and teohnleiano of every kind, including those in oocinl servieea, aa well as 
enginecro, cbemisto and otbera. And that want hoa to be mot. When one reada of 
a plan Ilka the Fifteen Yeara Plan, what one ia worried about ia not where the 
money la going to come from, but where the men and women are to come from, 
berautf vueh a ^an requires laka of trained technicians, both men snd women, of 
vsriouB kinds. Todsy, those men snd women simply do not exist in aufficient 
numbers in onr eountry. For every doctor we have today, if we are to reach the 
United Kingdom’s atandarda, we need st lesst l6 dootom; And for every nurse we 
hsve in this eountry, we need .H20 nursee if we are to get anywhere near the Britiah 
atondard. There io ouch a terrific leeway to make up, and 1 do hope that you will 
follow the example yon have set at Abrama and have eampa tbroufdioat the country, 
in every province, and turn out a large number of women, trains in social and 
other ocieneei, so that when our eountiy It free to embark on big plana of develop- 
ment, women will be there, to take up the work. I wish your seasion every ouocrsa, 
and, apsh from being neefnl, I hope yon will find your atay In Bombay pleasant 

(Gheem). . Unaame PreaidenI, DelwtoB to the All-India 

Women’s Gonferenee and Friends, I myself wonder at the loot epeaker hae done as 
to the aotual pinoe I ooenpy when I am Invited to attend the Gonferenee, If 1 waa 
asked to do ao aa a aurvlval of thoae who used to hold what were euphcmiatically 
called aoeial eonferenees st the end of every session of tbs Indian National Congress, 
then I wish to repel the enggestlon. For I am one of thoee who feel that the pro- 
grewi of the nation, and particularly onr own, no longer depends on the viciasitndes 
throngh whieh other eonntries passed in the experiments of halting natnre wfich 
were their fats. Ws stand today io n vary different world in every aenie of the 
term. While there la the shadow of n world war, there Is also the inspiration of a 
groat sxampis of the grestasl experiment of n stnpeodone eharaetar in the applies- 
tton of freedom and eqnality to the ralatiooa of man and woman and men and men 
In the hlat^. It » that experiment whioh is the ontotoiidliig event of this 
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w. ud Q( wolld. Attd It li Hai espciinait whlbk R mIiiie m to bt 
lonHraanMT of tho work of VMOootnioSoii oi iooloty in fho worlo. Fbr it io 

Mfitim tkii BO doubt in tboprj, in timeo gone bj ee wee pointed ont 

•ometiim ego by ^ leUiing Pieeldml them wm nn eoeeptenoe of the eqnillty of 

poriod of intertening dericaeie when women fell 
bMl^ leR Mina n^ into e eM when the world begnn to look upon them 
with o ewtwn emimnt of niknnoo Itie not therefore by letrMdng thie< etep, bat 
by entMy rmgMteing our life ihMi the women of thin country nre going to lend 
the wki. 1 feel if you look nt the wey in which the problem of women in Indie 
hm during the leet yeere beer teekled, I think it deeer?ee e oontidenble nmont 
of ^gretidetion. For then nerer wee whet mey be celM e militent movement 
which OMke for the Mt thet them wee new eny reeietence to the cleim which 
they mede* An cqnelity in the ephen of life, en eguelity for the pnrpoee of doing 


— wiMuiou mm miv cvaui* u& wwbiP| is 

ea eqnelity which conld in modern timee be nerer reeieted. It It not e mere 
matter of h. erieel eneehroniem. but it ie e ceee in which we felt that in thic 
country we eeeeped the ricieeitudee of militent womanhood in other lende, end for 
the eimple leeeon that it proceeded in e ' manner which eroked not merely the 
entbueieem, bat the eoaietence of men whom yon here invited here to eddreee' you* 
They feel that it is not by eieieting you that they have done anything, but they 
reenoe that yon have made your own progreee unimpeded by men eo fee ee ^ie 
conn try ie concerned. It ie e silent end tacit recognition of n nrinciple whioh the 
world leerned after e greet deal of time end tronble- 

For that reoenn, I feel, eteiidiug before you today end looking beck to your 
work for the leet 17 years, it* is e greet ploesure to find that we etend when we 
etend today where no question can be reieed. If yon look et the history of the 
Iset three or four yeere in the matter of frenchiee. the other day counting it over 
I found that while in every country, even in the European world, there wee the 
question whether franchise should be granted or not, we bed e franchise of one 
in every ten women throughout the country. 1 do not see any meson why there 
should not be the adult frenchiee applicable to women as well os :meD. How they 
won the lest elections is e mettsr of history end e matter of greet setiefaetion to 
me ; it is e matter for greet pride in the wey in whidh they acquitted themselvce 
BO far ee the organisation of the national lift of this eountn is concerned. 

1 eleo wieh to add' e word ebont whet woe stated in regard to one of the 
matters in which the Gonlerence fapolds e strong opinion. That is, with nfennee 
to the petting legieletien, ee nwerda the rigbte of women as they ere eelletL 1 
would piefer to oell them toe restitution of their eetuel position. Whether ft ie 
the matter of inteslets eneceseion, or whether It is the metier of merrlege, the 
epplieetion of correct principles of life Ie an oMigetion end it Is not e matter to be 
Mf^ed for. There en befon the Aeeembly two Bills, tbs Bill of Intestete Socoeseion 
where nngrndgingly they have reeognleed the right of inberiteece of the aleten 
along with their Drotbers in almost every sphere and every grade. Hun la also 
befon the Aaeembly e Bill codifying the Hindu Lew on the question of marriage. 
It deela with two types of Baerriagss, the seerementel end the eivil, but even in 
seciementel merriege, the principle of monogamy it sought to be obligatorily 
enforced. The principle, while It eppeen revolutionery, will reeton that self-reepeel 
end dignity to men end women which alone will piece ue In the poeitlon in which 
we wish to be placed before the world today. ... ^ - 

Then ere other metten which will enee befon the Oonference, but ap far 
ee I am concerned, 1 feel that there abould no more be env orgnmeni abont 
prineipleA The world hea seen, ee I eeid, etapendcme ezpertmeDtel tnooeBa of the 
application of equality sod freedom In ell apberee of life end how it hee vlndleeied 
iteell in the vindication of fnedom and democracy todev. Ut u now nader the 
inspiring gnkbmee of the application of thia ^Dclple proceed to that our etottrs 
will have no cenee to eey that Indian men did not aim in the reetitntion of tbgR 
Boeiaty. In the rehabilitetion of thdr own Irie end in the reeonetractto of M 
fntnie which belonga to thia lend ea mneh ee any other. 1 tbeok yon lor 


M. C. Chagla : Madam Presideot, Lediee eod OmUeaira. I Me 
ceeaed to be n pbllticien ead 1 no loogar nodentend Dolittoa. But withont note* 
etending politiM I do rceliM that dor eonotry to at meant mm 
period of metzetion end dtoilloeionment and 1 congratnleuTthe AlMndie Womens 


tBB All. UDU WOMEBIIi OOHnaODrCB { MOAV- 

hit Oily to look it tUt fttboriig to mHit hov Ml ol Hit iod 
oithi^—ti Ihi Ali*liidli 'Wornti^ Oootaaooe It. Iho one omtl Ihti thlo 
oiiiMliii hit lor mo it ikit it bit oMted i phUtem vhoDt mSud wtHitnhood 
^^id Womoi of tU oommiiiitfet, 4^ oll.eatteiv ^ ^ ^ toy to of iH 
met*; tram Mknot pint of Iho ooiitry hifo ftOBO Oid tit im fhit pUtfoim. tod 
m dm piofioot qMthm hoTo p^otod oat IN mtii . fattmo of tUt ooiftraoot it 
thot It It i Mtioitlitt. iiOi*|iinlttii. ittiUtiHOi^ U Jo^ii moi Imvo loiM to 
entto iooh i pktfocm, oil the giomor glory to Xodiiovwomtn. (Amdinte). 

Lidiot *iiid gtotlomoi. I om tare thit nimoo of lodm do not oUim oo j 
fighti it womm. The rightt thg eltiir ort homia btiiigt s fhoy mot to 
htyo dm mm righto ot men hoye. The xightt th^ cNm ora Uial lightt, oiyie 
dghtt iid oeoDomlo xightt. They Mm thot Ihoy thoald hofo the tome legol 
ititnt io ioeiety oo/ moo ho? o ; they ekim thot thoy thonld hofo Iho tome xightt 
^oitiKiddp it the moo hm ; dm olaim thot ooooomietlly they ohoold aot be 
depeodeot upon the fother or the hntbtnd. hot thonld be iaaependeat eoooomic 
mitt. I Xeel oertolp thot then it no dtnger of the Inditii Women’t Ckmlerenve 
eontdindni itedl into o eenocttitt body. For Beoren^ take, ve do not wont 
toy mon dubxeocet in oux eounln «« not went t aez wor between men 
ond women. 

It if my profound oonrietion thot eoeitl xeform ean only he ooliieTed by 
women. Men ore not suiBolently intereeted in eoeitl reform. Ikey may m 
intereeted in the poiiiieol freedom of the country : they mty be intereeted in 
economic or induetritl idfonoement ; but eo ftr ts eociai reform it concerned it 
lenvee them cold, bectnte our |[>ri;tent tudety it t man -made ioeiety ; m^n htye 
made the lawa and have adminiatered tbepi and even if thia world la io n meaa 
it ia i maaeulina mate. (Laugnter). Bn^ it it time, Indies and gentlemen, that 
women redreaaed the balance of the old world. All that they claim ia that the 
eoeiety of the future ehonld be a 80 cie»jr which muet be made Jointly by men 
and women. The lawa which should govern aoclety must be laws unitedly made 
by men and women and I do not think that claim is too highly plact^. 

Ladiaa and gentlemen. . the pravlona anehkera wondered whit role erectly 
we epeakere were luppoaed to play on this platform. I can offei an explanation. 
When Madam Freeident inatead of first delivering her presidential addreaa aeked 
na to apeak 1 realiaed that we were to play, to nae the language of the theatre, the 
part of curtain raiaera and that we were to precede the going^up of the curtain 
lor the preeidential addreae. I ihall be the laet peraon to stand between the 
audience and the raiaing of the curtain. I am sure that during the term of office 
of your new Prmdent the conference will reach greater ancceBs. 

Mr, B, J, Wadia : Madam President, Ladiee and Gentlemen, on behalf of the 
Univereity of Bombay 1 welcome the Women’e Oonfeience to the City of Bombay, 
and with it every euccese. 

I have a grievance ; but it ia not againat the Preaideni for having changed 
Che programme. My grievance is agMnet the organisers of the programme, because 
when I asked what 1 was to apeak on, I was told-~'Nothiiig in particular ; yon can 
•peak generally and aay a few words/ (Liaughier). 

I eball therefore, eay only a few words, and will stand aside for Madam 
President to go on with her speech. In thia woyld, and at this particular moment, 
we are going through enormuue ebanges. We take new views of the past, we 
entertain new views aud ideas of the present, and we are making Ny number of 
plane for the future. Bo that we are entirely to a state of fiox. In the West, 
especially in England, women had to fight long to attain the position which they 
have attained. They got the right to vote after many yeaci. Having got the right 
to vote the$^ also waut^ a change io the rights to memberahip of property. The 
old adsM <S the law was *bueband and wile are one’; but the wife retorted : *The 
husband Is the one and not I.’ They gradually got many chaagea mide iu 
their favour. 

In India thioge have not yet attained that awige. In England women have 
attained the stage of absolute independence ; bat 1 do not comment it as Ideal, 
that men ehould be independent of women and women should be independent of 
men. 1 would rather that there wee foteidependence between the two. Without 
the two combining, no progreei will be pmible. 

I am eometimea told that eduoation ia malting anormoua progisM in India. 
Judged Mm the larger number of atudenta attending aohoMs and oollegee, that 
may. ba to, but vie atateoieut is not borne out bw the figuree of Utenmy in the 
country, la a oountry in whioh duly 12 per cent of the pofNdattoa is literate the 
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progifM of ffdacAtioii etnnoi be taid to be ntleiaetonr. In eitiei like Bombej the 
Dnmber ol slfli attcDding eollegee ie od the ineieeie, bat in the alllofne, whfeh it 
tho real Indie, the protEreea of litorac/j ie rery elow indeed. 1 em looking forwerd 
to the time wbcii Uiia progrrM will become more raidd, eud I em aoie tbit you 
ere ell elao lotAsng forward to the eeme end. 1 am anre that with the iemo?ei 
of the deed hand of the peat, end when the tyranny of cuatom, tradition, end 
Biii^eratltion, ia no more, our women will make greeter prngreaa in eduoatton, 
whicli will ultimately lead to their emancipaliun. 

Borne of you may have heud, if not gtudied, what ia known aa the Bergent 
acheme of edacetion. It ia a colotaal acheme Involviiig a ooloaael aum of money, 
end I for one am not ao very optimistic at not to care when* the money cornea 
from. Undoubtedly, an army of men and women teasers will be r^^uired, and I 
am Ruro that amongut onr rdneated men and woihen ire ahall find many able end 
willing to teach. The right to vote ia important, but it ie not everything. In 
countries like France, Hwitzcrland, Syria and Egypt women have not the vote. 
Everything doea not depend on the vote. Much depends on the social (lOBition of 
the women. In China they ray the wife rules the husband. 1 do not know bow far 
it is true, but 1 read aomewhere that there ia no country where there are more 
hent>e(‘kt'd buebands than in China. (Laughter). What is really required ia that 
tlie position of women siiould be equalised, and for that purixHie we welcome the 
different reforms rrlating to position of inheritance divorce and varioui other 
matters. 1 especially look forward to the amrlioration of the )>osition of widows 
bi'cause I cannot forget the words of Bwami Vivekanand whra he said : 'f eball 
liave no rcspc'ct. for any religion in the world, which docs not w ipe a widow's tears nn 
bring a morsel of fO(^ to an orphan's mouth*. This was his great ideal. That is 
the uleal which we in India must look forward to. 

Food has become a great problem in India, and when we think of the work 
done by women in the Bengal and Bijspur crisis, we men will never grudge the 
extent done to the women for tlie great part they have played in this humanitarian 
word. 1 am sure we shall soon have many more workers amongst ua and when 
we shall have the real emoncipation of women, men and women will become inter- 
dependent. It is a truism that no country can advance unless its women, tbe 
mothers of future generations, advance. We are all looking forward to a large 
increase in educational activity. I do not believe in, what they used to call In 
former times blue-stockings, nor do I believe in what they now call the highbrows ; 
but there is a tendency amongst our vonien graduates nowadays to ride the high 
horse, Hwcially when they get higher honours in the University examioatione 
than some of our boys do. I have no respect for highbrowe, but 1 look forwaijl 
to women who will not only give us the educators of Urn future, but above all 
who will produce the servants who will serve in millions upon millions of loulan 
homes in the village where their work is most irecessary. Madam Presideijt, 1 
wish your conference great success, and I thauk you for the great honour you have 
done me by asking me to address it this encuing. „ ^ 

Sir Sitaram Patkar : ^hrimati Kamoladcvi, Mrs. Pandit. Lady Thackersey, 
Delegates, Indies and gentlemen, l have no complaint to make why I have bwn 
asked to speak on this occasion, nor why I have been atked to upefk before the 
President has delivered her address. I am only anxious that I should not detain 
you and delay your licaiiDg the Presidential address. 1 shall, therefore, try to make 
mv obeervatione as brief as possible. , t ^ 

^ During the last quarter of a century the Women s Conference bee done 
creat service to tbe country. They have brought to bear cwsiderable influence 
upon the eonsideratioo of many political and social questions affecting the country. 

"ISS h“ e •!«) b«o • wurw. . .pting of ,.opuIw “LSStoS 

ideas. Women’s aasociations have done great service for tbe political rejuveDation 

**‘tbniIj‘quM«on to which I chaU sow addma myaclf ia in r^rd to tto 
aoeial and ttntuB of Hindu womm. 'Iheir riphu and libertiM haae byn 

curtniled on n^nnt ol nichaic rul« ol Hindu Lnw ^cb were franrf emtariw 

ago. llicy are inelaatic, wooden, and antediluvian. ThCT have no relation to and 

are not in consonance with .the present environments of society. ,, 

There ate two forces which militate against the progress of Indian woman- 
hood. ITie first ia tbe purauit of out-of-date cuafome and bv"h!dicl5 

inhariiad traditiona, and the second la the preservation of archaic law# by Indicia] 
deciaiona The remedy against the first ia eduwition of public opinion oy 
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Hm iBwe ol iahtfiluiee or lovi of Buunriofto tlwf b»io bfdMBO quite fixed eod 
itifie M the leeolt of mlioge dfeo bx fiool Jodioiel oeeleiooi^ eod theie mliuge 
ere bow in foiee Unonghoiit the whole conntrj* Thg only remedy effelnet the 
mieohlef oeuicd by the preecxeetloB of erebeie mwe by Jndhnnl deoieione le throiiish 
legielntion. 1 will give one inetenee of how the enefeDt texte were fxemed end 
how the Vcdle texte were mitepplird. There wee e Vcdie text whieh releted to 
the prohibition of pertieipetion of Soma jniee by women on eeooont of their wttk- 
neee end it wee mieepplicd by Bodheyene who leid down on the etrength of the 
text thet women were not entitled to eny portion of the inheritenee. Menu, 
enother lewgiTer, ceme to the eonolneion thet women were Incompetent end. there- 
fore. not entitled to get eny ihere in the inheritenee. I here reeeon to bellere thet 
if Menn end Bodheyene were preeent et thie getlfering they would here modified 
their opinlone ee regerde weekneee end ueompetenoe of women. I em qoite 
tore thet the force of public opinion genereted by women’e eieocietione will be 
inetmmentel in withetending the oppoeition which ie prerelent in eome perte 
of the conntry. Alreedy the efiorte of women’e eeeocietione he\e borne frnit. In 
the peet they here been reeponeible for eheping legieletion, end I here no doubt 
thet in the neer future they will eueeeed in etteining the ideele which they 
here in riew. 

It ie e metier of eetiefection thet the Ren Oommittee wee eppointed. Ite 
re-eppointment wee the direct reenlt of Uie egitetion carried on by the Womcti’e 
Oonfeience. Another inetenee In which women euoeeeefully carried on agitation m 
the Bombay Legialatire Aeeembly wae Mr. Deaai’e Bill of Adoption which had lu 
be giren up on account of their oppoeition. The Women ’a Oonference end the 
eeeocietione effiliated to it hare been doing Immenee eerrice to Indian womanhood. 

The Rdd Oommittee hee fortunately now aabmitted their well-eoneidered 
riewi in the two Bille, one relating to inteetate eucoeeeion and the other to mar- 
riage. The criterion of the ciribiation and culture ol eny eociety ie to be judged 
from the position accorded to the women by that society, and I think the Keu 
Committee has done e great eerrice to Indian womanhood by proriding rules 
of inheritance end marriage which ere in coneonance with justice and equity. 
Id Uie ciril form and also in the case of the saoremental form of marriage it has 
been prorided (bet monogamy khell be the rule. In the eaae of inheritance the 
Bau Obmmittee haa recommended thet the daughter should get a share eimultane- 
Ottsly with the son. 

In the past women’s orgenisations hhre done great sOrrice in the cause of 
edneetion, but this work ie more urgently needed in the rural areas than in the 
urban areas. 1 should like, therefore, ta eugest to members of this conference thet 
they should extend their eotivitiee to rural areas, where much work remains to be 
done. They ehould eUo consider Mr. Sergent’e scheme of education so far as it 
aflhota women. 

In eonclueioD, I would appeal to the membera of the eonference to go on 
eglteting till they aecnre equality of atatus and equality of opportunity in the 
competition of life, and equuity of rights and obligations, which ere the guiding 
principles in detexminiog the etetns of woman whieh in Iti turn ia the true index 
ol oiriliaetiou and culture of any society. 

Shrimati Kamaladsvi then read her rreeidential addreae. 

Preeidentiel Addreae 

Friende, I should like at the outset to offer our eineerest sympeihiee to 
BhrUneti Vijeye Lekshmi Pandit, our retiring Ptrseident, in the irreparable loss ^he 
has sueteinea, and tend our greetingt to Mrs. Maigaret Coosina, who may be jue Jy 
eellcd the founder of this Conference, now lying on her eiek bed, to wish ner a speedy 

Although the women’is morement has fairly acifanoed and matured, I feel the 
need today more then ever to reeteto Its oeae, because of the continued miaunder- 
stendiog of ite netuxe end growth by a teige number of men end quite a lew women 
alike. Tim women’e movement ie eiaen^iy n tociel movement nnd pert of the 
proceaa of enabling a eonetituent part of society to adjust itself to the eonetently 
changing social and economic eondiUone, nnd taying to influence those ebnnges and 
conditiona with a riew to minimising irritaiione and conflicte and making for tho 
largeat measure of harmony. Tbna It operatea as an Integral part of the progressive 
aooTel stmotnre in the brondeet sense, end is not n sex war aa to many maelinni- 
cally believe or are led to believe. For the iaraes round whieh it xovotvee, each ee 
right of votes, inheritance* entry into profeesione nnd tho like, ere an intrinsie part 
Of the bigger imnes striving to overcome the prevailing undemoeratio piaetieaa that 
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■fcrofxle pc ^ tekwai^ ooiIm and Uio long oppnwMd oImmi M^ng aliko to 
regain the loet inheritaoM of nan% inalienable righta. To glTO it an^f other 
interoretoticm or ahear Ik off to iiolate it from the main current, la aoeially Infuriona. 
It la CQuallj erroneOQi to hold the ‘‘nature of man" reapontible for women 'a 
diaabilitiea and give the women*! moeement an anti-mao twiat. It la tha nature 
of ,<mr ^ty which Is at fault and our drire has to be directed agalnat faulty 
aoclal inotiCutiooo. 

The women’a morement, therefore, doea not aeek to make women either fight 
men or imitate them. It rather eeeka to Inatd into them a conacloupneaa of their 
own lacoltiea and functions and create a reapeot for tboae of the other aes. Thus 
alone can aoeiety be conditioned to accept the two aa cquala. To fit women 
theoretically and praetioally into this scheme, women have to be encouraged to 
develop their gifts sod talents. This has, therefore to be one of the main planks 
of the movement. 

Closely allied to false conception of the women's movement is also the false 
value allot ukI to the women's economiio worth. The oorreot premise to start from 
is the recognition of the social tdlTision of labour between the sexes, which gives 
the lie direct to the middle and upper class conception of women se doroeetio and 
social parasites, living off their husbande and contributing nothing. Woman power 
is basic and the woman muill be recognised as a aocial and economic factor on her 
own, not as an asaiatent to man. Little recognieed are the tromendoua laboura of 
the housewife and even in the moet highly tndustrialieed conntrieB, house-keeping 
still remsins the major induatry, and the housewivea still form the majority. To 
state blandly that woman produce! children and reari them, cooks food, clesiis, 
washes, is not enough. According to industrial economy ihe prodnees labour power, 
and laootir power ia basic, for, without it noon of the other kinds of ppwsr can be 
made to operete. But that too is not good enough. The housewife Is ss mseh of 
a workiiig woman as a fsetory worker* ^he expends mon eneriar and time and 
skill la the production of commodItieB disn the usloniBed. legally protected worker, 
lor her hours are unlimited and her todiu couaflese. TrsfUtion has always teaded 
to place a lower ▼aloe on the home production end aervioea. One eeason mey be 
bccairae sueh goods and servicei do not come on the market but enly cater to the 
family group aa coneumers. Yet, really apeaking, this very fact abould make them 
a« one writer aaya ‘'Priceleea." For, ainee society depends upon the family not ouiy 
for biological perpetuation but cultural aa well, women es the guardian of the 
home and one of ita atabiliaiog factora, will also continne to remaiB “Pyicdcaa.** 
The tragedy is that its very non-peenniary and noncompetitive ebaraetor haa 
lowered the prestige of the woman'e role. Hnibands who claim they "eupport" 
their wives simply because the latter do not bring home a pay cheque, are beiog 
anti-social, upsetting the barmooioua social equilibrium and breaking social 
solidarity. For it is time society recognised thst every housewife eupporte herself 
though she msy not acrakch et a d«k or run a machlna, by the social labour alia 
performs and the coutribution ebe makes towards the msiuteosnee of the home and 
Its hsppineBB. 

Tne sntrsnee of women into extra-domestic activitioi has to be welcomed, for 
it providee s wider field for the women’s tsleuts, breaks the relative aegrsgation of 
the women ss a sex, relaxes the restrietious that otherwise ntrrow womea^ func- 
tions. What is strange ie that as long as woman confines herself to her domestic 
duties, she is censured as s burden on man, whereas if she tries to earn s livelihood 
outside the home, ebe is equally condemned ss s competitor of mao, trying to take 
his livelihood sway from him. Truly did Robert IngersoU say t^t a fact will 
fit all other facte, but a lie will fit notbing except soother lie mads expressly lor 
that purpose. Oorreotly viewed sod rightly interpreted, the women's movement ie 
found resting on a scientific bails, shaped by a rstionsl ideology and indispsnssbia 
in the sooisi scheme of things. 

The field of operatione that lie before the Gonference is ever-widening. Many 
varied activities beckon and the temptation to rnah in all directlooa la grmt. But 
like an autumnal matron who baa developed a high sense of diecninloation but 
not lost her yonthfnl vigour and antbuaiaam, the Conference would w w«l to 
ooneentrate on a few itema and do them well. First in importance I would plsM 
the training of social services, so eminently nasdsd yet lo g^vouily neglected. It 
Juid bmk my privilege to have my modest little exnsrimeot In this field scoeiM 
by the Oonfarsnee. Tbs ready remnse and co-operation It iwodvsd from other 
orgaaisationiy workers and the public hesrteas me once again to appeal to the 


286 IBE ALL INDU WOMEN’S CONFEBENGE [ BOMBiiT- 

TOfiDcial branehei of Ilia CoBferenae U» maka thia one of tha ebief rroaramni^^B 
* mcA for tha jaar. with any naeestary modifteationa in tha oriainal toiieme. 
Cloaalj iklUed to thia ia tha ueoatnity lor traininfc woman in handierafta and foster- 
ing hand indnatriaa, Tboaa of oor branehea who are already working in tiiia 
diiaetioii, one of them even taming out paper, will taatily to tba atility of such 
vmturca. *'Ihay will provide a maana of livelihood to many halplaaa women. 
IneiiUu tally, they will add to tha indnatrial prodaction of oor eountry at a time 
whan it is not able to meet onr needa. Elvary Braneh abonld initiate whatever 
indaatrlaa oan ran beat In aaeh nndertakinga, 1 am aare, wa ean alwaya count on 
tha help and eo-oparation of other azparienod bodiea who are already in the field 
bat who do not attempt, apeeially, to train «nd employ women, a taak thia 
Conlerencp ia beat fitted for. 

Aa eaaeBtial and aa aearce are the healtb-aervioea, particularly naraing. A 
rough act of figurea aay, there ia one Nurae for every 56.000 people or to 256 rqusre 
milea. The Health viutora are about one per 3,50,000. The maternity and child 
welfare movement ia mostly a week-end show and the entire country can boast of 
only 800 centres to cater to such a vast area and population. All this makes an 
appalling picture. While admitting that the Women’s Conference is not the body 
which ean bnild up a complete health service to meet the country’s requirements, 
I feel sure it can make a small but appreciable contribution. It can recruit women 
to the nursing profession, encourage many more girla to take couraea in public 
health, nursing, first aid, industrial hygiene, ete., and also get more of such 
couraea introduced into our educaiional and aocial inatitutiona. It can help to 
organise ahorter couraea in the general principles of nursing to meet the prei^ent 
emergency in the country. At the same time it shdiild agitate to raise the stsiidrird 
of housing Allowance, training and pay of the imrsing staff, with a view to 
popularise and secure eoeial recognition ro thia long despised but most noble of 
professions. The Conference cau alao organise relief units out of the Available 
material and oo-operate with such bodies as. the Women’s Reserve Medio a 1 Unit 
formed by the medical women in ll>elhi, which did such excellent service iri Bengal. 
Such work dcaervee our warmest commendation and I can only hope that this 
matiln example will be followed by other provinces in distress. The Branches and 
Bob-Branehes can certainly dot the country with numerous maternity and child 
welfare centres, crechea. ate. 

Although the food problem ia the most frightening at the moment ntid tenda 
to overshadow most others,, its causes are beyond the Coufereuee’s power to remeay. 
ha long SB Ittditt’e economy conliiiuea to be throttled and perverted by foreiuii 
ntcieata, hunger and starvation must stalk this land of plenty. Only a ranful 
development of its vast untaptied wealih based on au ecouoiny designed to m ci 
tha needa of the people by a free Indian peoi'le’s governuicut. can aspire . to over- 
come this dreadful scourge of perpetual famines. But that cannot by any roenm? 
be our final word on it, Aa women happen to be the regulatbra of food in the 
home they shonld be more sensitive now than ever to the care and preservation of 
food, ovoid watte in doily consumption aa also in laviab hoapitalily which in the 

S resent setting atrikes one aa painfully incongruous. Working out of balanced 
lets with the limriiod things avtilable would also help. The worst sufferers in this 
tiagie drama are the chiMran. In very responsible society they have the first clsim 
on the available resources, particularly milk. But today in our country tbe n.Ru 
who pafi the price gets the milk. 6o, while adults who are not wholly dependent 
on this article are able to get large eupfdm and aometimea even thoughtlessly waste 
it, children who solely anbaiat on it are forced to go without it if they do not have 
aufficieat means. Ways and methods must be aougbt by us to alter this and see 
that onr ohUdren, which in reality means aeveral future generalione to come, are 
not hopeleaaly undermined. We sbail be guilty of a grave crime if we do not get 
this righted imm^iately. 

In oatering to the daily needa of the mere man we too often grossly neglect 
the cultural side, the delicate creationa In word, song and colour in which the 
dreams of mankind find expresaion. Tbe Conference must realiae its responsibility 
Id fostering creative work. It can enoour^e women artists and ii troduce them to 
tbe public. It ean place Uteir writings wtui publisbera, articles with editors, it ran 
organise concerts and exhibitions ana help playwrights produce tbeir plays. This 
would help release floods of creative atreama and direct them into ueeful channels, 
thereby enriching tbe cultural wealth of oor eountry, a wealth which can only be 
measured by tbe happiness it brings to them that give and them that receive. 

Two happenings affecting women have couciderahly agaltated tbe public 
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hn% tMyM fa imetice, all talk of peaea and fnedom beeriaca tnnaitory and 
meaniaglaaf. For peace ta aot to be ae1iie?ed by anaod fietorica or by refuf^ing to 
beer anaa, but by the remoral of the root caueea : imperialieia and colonial f x- 
ploitatioa that menace peace. Today we witneaa the fantaatic anectacle of liiir 
orld powera daiming to debt for the larger freedom and greaier happineaa of 
latiklnd feeling DO eeo e 01 ahame or humiliation ia denying thoae my princi' 
plea to millioaa of the people they atill coontlnue to exploit and doiuioate. It in 
not idle eurioaity or cheap aentiment which abapea the queaUon that hauntn and 
haraaaea erm diplomat like a famiW ghoft : **Wbat about India'*? We may w<-ll 
aay ' Everything,** for while Eopland coutiaDee to hold India in political and ero- 
ooniic bondage, the United Nationa do nothing abort of perpetrating a coloaaal lie nn 
humanity. India ia more than a teat, it ia a symbol. It ia the mirror in whii h 
the world aeea the shape of things to be. Today we ire witneaaing the fantastic 
spectacle of two warring groups, each astidnonaly claiming to fight for the larger 
frc'^dom and greater happiness of mankind. It ia towards a world which recognises 
the right of every nation to deter mine and rnle its own destiny but in a co-opera- 
tive world order, that the women of India and of the world have to strive for, if 
humanity ia ever to enjoy decency, peace and happiness, and world wars banished 
from amongst our aaaaonal peats. 

Before closing, 1 abould like to send my thoughts to thoae millions all over 
the world whose homes have been gripped by the plight of death and destruction, 
and whose spirits lacerated by untold Buffering, and offer them stneerest symnn^ 
thiea. In particular, my thonghia turn to the diatreased areas within oiir o«rii 
homeland and I taka this opportunity to pay my humble tribute to the variona 
organiaationa, volunteer corps and individnait who a.*e so selflessly serving to 
alleviate aufiering. I should like particularly to congratulate our Bengal Branch 
for ita aplendid work in this terrible diatfeaa. 

The air ia heavy with gloom, the aky rent with cries of pain. Civil liberties 
one of the main planks of the Oooferepje, are under perpetual assault. Sbsdr.as 
of aoapicion and ioaincerity deepen and lengthen blacking out those neon lights 
mankind had aucceeded in lighting through the ages, a growing disregard for the 
common UonttesieB and human decencies and a ruthless fiouting of popular feel'ng 
mifte « mookeiY of Ufa. The cootinned detention of our valued aud irreplaceable 
loatlera *od oomrades who alone «t the helm could transform the scene from 
despair to hope and weave order out Of chaos, often dulls our spirit and stsys nnr 
band. Bwfe afals very tragedy ahonld in truth, galvanize ns into greater and mi«di. 
liar aoUoB, lor our feapeneibHity becomea doubly great. There are some who turn 
to post-war cecoiiatruotion u an escape from the terrors of the present. Others 
believe that in large scale indnstrialiaatlou Uca the cure. 1'hose who have fsith in 
. these pateat i^ll* bava only to glaooe at some of the highly indnstrialiaed conntricf. 
to note the havoc wrought oa^f prioeless natural resources and marvelloiis teebni- 
ral opportuBiriea. Huager, unemployment, aluma, human degradation, all h. i!r 
eUsqueut teatimony to thia tragedy, it ia not enough to prodnee more. It is more 
important to determine ila basis, and the principles that will guide the diatribiition 
in short, who controls and directs the economy. We cannot surely anbixTibe to a 
system in which many produce but few enjoy the benefit, in which artificial scareiiy 
ia created by arbUiarily denying men the right to prince, and destroying natural 
wealth. Women can have real freedom only in a society which will uphold the 
sonetity of life and the dignity of labonr. a society whiifli will give every child the 
fullest opportunities for development, enforce and practiee those fundsmentsi econo- 
mic and aocial righto that entitle every Individual to a decent life, the fruits of his 
or her labour, and the benefits of acleDoe and culture. To achieve this the 
Women's Cooferenca should ally itself with all the progressive forces in the coun- 
try and develop a vital identity with other oppreaiea aectlooB of the society to 
pull its full Wright 00 the aide of progress in order to overcome reaction. Thus 
alone can It meat the present challenge and play an aoeiedUed role in the national 
regeneration of the country. 

Reiolatioas Paued at the 17th. Senion 


1. Thia maaring of the All-India Women's Oonfareoee records its deep aenss 
of sorrow at the untimely daalth of Hr. B. 8. Pandit and offers Ito heartfelt 
coodolenoeB to Mrs. Vijaya Lakahmi Pandit in her sad bereavement. 

% Thia maetiBK of the A.-I, W. a pula on record ito deep sense of 
at the tratfe death * ^ 


of Kaatarba Ctondhi while in driention and expteaees 


sorrow 
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•na ewim ilt qraipattil to bit foaiily. 

6. TUs OoofmDeo idooei on raeofd ilt dttp mow ot Hit diitli of Bbifaioll 
ahnwt)0liti BdgtoBktr, the Brooch B qpro i eo tottfo of Kionio^ 


e. "Ihii CtaferiBoe it j grieved ot the deoth of Mr. V. M. Joihli Miel- 
fxol of the Womea*e Oollogo of the Iiidioii Woman’t Unlveioitj ot Foono. 

7. Tbit OooleioDee deeply legnii the deoth of B)t.BoBioBoadC3hottei|te» Editor 
of Ifodcm Review end Pravan end oooveyo Ito tympothy to hit foailW. 

ChlMtoa’o Boboo 

Thla Ooolerenoe eoDgntnlotee the Benool Bronehee of the A.-I.W.O1 on the 
ezeeHeot Belief work they hove andertoken in opeoino Bilk eentree for atervliig 
childem ood homee for destltate childreo. Thb Conferenee reeotde lie very gioot 
opoNoiotioo of bbrimoU Vljiiyo LokehBl Foodit ood Mre. Urmilo Mdito'e emlroble 
WOK la permolly vieiting vlllogee offeoted by fomlne, the reoalt of whieh bee 
been the lormotioo of the All-lodlo Sove the Qkllaren OoBBlttee. 

BoeoBBeadottoas of the CeMirot Advtiory Boord of BdaeolioB 

Hile Oonfenoee weicomee the Keport of the Oentrol Advleory Boeid of 
Edocotioo oa Foet-wor Edocotioaol Development 00 on eflbrt towoide onivoreol oad 
ooapnieory eduootlon, ond outhoriiee the oppolntmenl of 0 Be pt eee ot i l ivo 
OomBiUee to enbmit within o epeeified time, the oonildered viewo oad reeiK 
tione te pieoentotlon before the next meeting of the Stondiag Oommlttee. 

filial and Adnlt Bdneottoa 

me Oooferenee reeoBBonde thot the etady of eoeiol eeieneee be latradaoed 
in ell etegee ol Edneotion, with porticuUr emphoeie of preetlol wt^ 

Beonng in mind the n^ for efireod of odolt edneotion ond ttteraoy oad other 
•ooiol eerviee oetivltlee thle Oonforanee eolle npoa the higher edneotlOBol iaelltn* 
done to define o eeheme^ whereby it will bo inenmbent on etndente to eervo 0 
period in one of the reeognieed eoeiol ooUvitiee before they eve qnollfied to leeelfo 
0 eertificote, DIplomo or o degree. 

iiit.Aiirf; aB Octonte 

me eonferenee ie of the opinion tbel the Hindneten ,8mt MovbmU 
dionld be eneontoged and epeeiol ottempte be made to popnloiiee itewoBonle 


Trame in Women and Chlldven 

, The grove eeonomle dietieee In iomine oreoe hoe roleed 
with legoid to troflic in women ond ehUdren. Advantage ie being tekn of 
Mpleaaneae of women deetitntee, who ere being enticed ewey for Immorel p 
This Oonferenee emphetieellr eondemna anoh exploitation end wrgee 

(e) t^t ezemplory puniehment be meted ont to the oulprite by 
enthoritiee, end 

^ (b) that reoQgniaed oigeniaotione take innedbte elm for the pnrieete 
B-habllitotion of enoh women, and Qovemment by leglalotive ond eaeonttve i 
^ their Intereeta. 


Berede Merrfege 

IMe Oonferenee strongly eondemhe the eeim rf ^ Mphar^ el^B aw^ fat 
violotfifg the lew of monogamy in foree in hie dtote end deploiee the eotton 
definitely deMmentel to t^ progreae of Booiity in Indie. 

Sherlet F W 

TUi nertiiiR of Um All-IndU Womw*. raimiti te Bhntat BiU 

iatiodiMwi bj Baji BtdiU. LrtUT in te Fnnjak L«U.av. ImmiUJ. 

TU» HMtfaig of te 

sjstA»vsa. ■as. tassrssa^is&’ta 

of 

It further resolves that the Indian Foetofisi Aot may bo oHModed to 

** cqidpptd vUfc Mponto wot« tapo m 

lotiiMote mmo. 
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(b) Hiish ttlooli in thoM depwtmffito of i 
to tmbouc for long lionro in n ttnoding pMitiOtt. 

In Tiew of the ezhramely inedcqnete moviMon wkkk eiiMe for aedieel aM 
in India, thio Oonfeieooe nrgee opon the Qofemmant to^lnhi enollTe etepe Ihntr 
mcfUcel help ii made eTiilable for erery eitiaen of tliia ooutri by a; aehema of 
compnlaory haaltli inanienoe. 

Women In Wnea 

The All-Indin Women'a Oonferenoe oondemna the netioii of the Govemnient 
of India in withdrawing by a notifiGation the prohibition on women, to work 
utiiierground in the coal minea in India, an a retraginde and lepmhMaible atti). 
iiiii*in(;iiig a oonrention of the International Labonr Cnganlaatlon* No eircunia- 
taiicea juatify the employment of women undergronnd, and hence the Oonference 
urgea upon the OoTernment to raatore the aame i mmadiat a ly . 

HlndnLaw . ^ — 

(a) Thia Confeienoe irelcomea the xe-appointmenl of the Hindu Law Committee 
and hoiiea that, aa aoon aa the entire Code haa hem eomnle^ it will be enacted 
into law. The Conference, howerer, regreta the ttdnalon of ^ Diwan Bahadur 


V. V. Joahi from the Committee, who ia a weil-teownMomndon o^ wome^a nghta. 

(b) Thia Conference uotea with aatiafaot^^lhiit Nm Maniage Bill waa 
referred to a Joint Select Committee without a diriaMi. tot it feda that there 
ahould be aome piOTiaion for the dieaolution of inabrlatt onto apecific c^itiona. 
'lliey therefore, draw the attention of the Hindu Law^Commlttcc to the urgent 
iced of iiwprporatinj; auch proviaion in the 

thia 
the 


(c) While re-affirminc the claim for equal righto tor ^th men ai^ women. 
Conference aupporta the Inteatate Succeaaion Bill M originally int^nced Into 
^ ‘ -Tiggeetod by the Select Committee in 

Sia haa reaulted in the dilatory 


changea anc^j^eaM by the ftolcot Commit^ in 

regard ”tn the addition of* aimtltaneoua hclra, aa ' ‘ ^ 


legialaturc and deplorea the 
to the addition of aimt 
taetica of re-circulating the Bill. 


Own Liberaea 

Thia Conference rdteratea the reaolutlon on adl Xibcrtica peaaed at the 
mil ScMBion of the All-India Women’a Conference reo^a ita 

emphatic proteat agaiuat the continued attempt to curtail toe fnimmental riwta 
of the Inuian people, in particular thoae of peraonal aooority and liee apeecb. The 

(^oiiferoiice demniida : < n iaz 

(a) The iiiiinodiato and unconditional releaae of all oitiaena who bare been 

detained in jail without charge or trial, wd _ 

(b) I’he canccllatioii of the arbitrary and high-hauded order on Mra. Sarojiui 
Nttidii and olhera forbidding tbom to make any public apeecb or atotement. 

KraiichUe In Monlcipalitlea In Pnalab 

'IliiH (?oi'feienco lofaflirma ihe principle of equality aa between men and women 
in ihc ri^'ht of exercising the vote and, therefore, atrpngly condempa m action of 
ihf IViijtib (loverniaeiit in depriving women of the franchiM m toe coming 
Muiii>’ipH< i^oriioratioii eleitioiiH. It urges the immediate withdrawal of this 

relrogrcBsive step. ..... « 

Atrocities on Women 

*niiB Conference rcconln itu deep resentment at GoTemment’a attitade to the 
RtioeilicB committed on women at Chimur, Midnapore and Haewbar^ and, Mieving 
y.t such atrocitle. .till fKvnr iii v.tiou. puts of th. ooootey, h«y* nrform.- 

tion oL s|ieiilic cases will be siHH'bod by public spiiitad utifens to Uw Ooofanuce 

Medical ReUet „ „ ^ 

1’he All-India Womtn’i Conference weloomea Dr. B. 0. Roy’e eflprta to unite 
all Medical Relief Work in Bengal under the tenner cd the Medical tolief 
OoHirdiustion Committee ttiiti extends ite whole-hearted aupport to thia partriqtif 

endeavour. RepreBentattve Government ... . 

Thia Oonfercnce. realising that the gravity of the pMmt eriem in the country 
ia toe result largely cl the political impasse and the lack of public eoofidenee in 
toe Dresent administration, ia nrmly o the oiunion that the only ^imtive aplntion of 
toe oroblcm is the formation of rer rcsentative government zcapoaaible to the people. 
^ Food RcBOtntlou 

This Conference views with toe utmost alarm the food iilQiition In Bengal, 
Oriaaa and elsewhere and emphatically <*oiidemna toe wholly unaatiolaetQry handling 
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i* biMi« IBM contimird 

plMiiite fa tiM Ontnl tad PMfittiMQofmMttlik iMi faUantoiirexent 
*55S^? •!? ^ ip ladCi fMl moamii, aitU 

Ibiir to wmm rad wiilMilt i toe l Bi m mtoUmtory laeton. 

Whilto i^InniBg thto tito oalj idetMto nHitioo Itai In th# hnndt of ii 
repmenteUfa Gofomment raponiribln to Um pnopin, if in of opinion fbnt the prcuoiit 
dititwy cnn to ipme ertent bo nlticuM.ln eo-opontlon wm popwr fooil 


ooBunitiM by the following moonitMi— 

M of d^otlon of nunl mm to feed dtloB. 

(b) The iMding of met diieedy by Qofornment throiudk tmrorU end 
Borplnwi. 

(e) Uniform poliey of eontrol end mtioning of the neceeeitiei of life el prioee 
cnmmenittmte with the eoonomio eonditlone of the people. 

(d) Dreetie etopet to etop the prefeiling wide-epreed corruption end nne- 
crupnlone hnndling whether by Gfoverument or officUK pertlculerly in roml ereoB. 

(e) A more dmloped end prectioel form of the 'Grow Blore Food* cempelen, 
with iubeidlee to enltivetoie to grow mwe food grelne in preference to more peynig 
commerolil prodnete. 

(f) Arrengementa end priority for the eupply of edequete milk for children 
end inyelide. 

(g) The prevention of export of food*grelne in the period of the food crieie. 

(bMlie disoontinuetion of the deniel policy which ie preveleut in Biher end 

ilMwhcre* 


fd) Dreetie etopet to etop the preveiling 
crapalone hendling whether by Government or c 
(e) A more developed end prectieel form oi 


The All India Jat Mahasabha 

Annual Senion— Lyallpnr— Sth. April 1944 

Preetoential Addreee 

A reply to the criticism levdled egelnet the Jet Meheeebhe by Mr. Jinnah iit 
liie recent epeechee et Lebore, wee given by Chhotu Ram^ Kevenue Minister 
I'linjeb, eddressing the ennnel eeesion of the All-Indle Jet Mehesebbe et I«yell|)iii 
on tbe 8th. April 1944. 

Sir Ohhotn Bern seid thet the primary object of the Jet Btebessbhe wsh to 
work for the economic, educetlonel end eociel uplift of the Jeta end its mentlierH 
had complete freedom to join euy politioel orgenieetion in their iudividueJ capacity. 
They would not interfere In the communal orgenieetloD of any community, hut the 
Jat Mehesebbe pletform could not be utilised either to enpport or oppoee any ol ibo 
different political ideals. The Jeta could not agree to be the elevee of Jlittdiie, 
Mnslime. Bik'ne or Christiana nor could thi^ be used ea e mere herd of catllo. 

Sir Obhotu Rem went on to explain that they would be ooneerned with poiitice 
only to the extent of eecnring e euiteble there for the Jets In the political rights 
granted under the eonetitution to verioue religioue communities. Ooncliiding, Mir 
Ohbotu Bern said thet ninety per cent of their programme related to tbe economic, 
aoclel end edncetionel wdtere of the erte, end if, in epite of ell this, tome otm 
uDDeeeeaerlly gave them trouble, they would be forced to take up the cballcngo. 
'lliey anderstood very well tbe score of religion end bed fall reepect for it but they 
would not allow eoybodv to misuse the religion. 

Khan Bahadur Mohd Jluatain (I1.L.A.), in tbe course of hie prreidentlsl 
addreee, referred to the wsr effort of the Jet community and appealed to them to 
occelerete their recruitment to the army for tbe defence of their country. 

Resolutions — 2nd. Day — ^Lyallpur— 9th. April 1944 

A resolution expressing implicit confidence in tbe leadership of Chcvifkri 
•'^ir Chhdturam, Revenue Minister, Punjab, end approving of his politieel end 
economic policy end programme, wee unanimously passed st tbe Conferenoe, which 
i.*oncInde(l its two*dey session in Lyalipnr on the next day, the 9to, April 1M4, 

Khan Bahadur Pir Mohammad, who claimed to be e stounch Muslim Leaguer, 
paid iributoi to Choudhri Mir Chhotiirem who, he said, had seated e greet 
awakening among the Jets. He condemned tbe agitation launched by a aectkm 
of the Muelinui against the Jat movement. Mr. Jinnah had been mielal by some 
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oext 


^ to lanoh hii tf vide Mdnrt 8k Obhotnnwi 

He wee eife thet vlieB Hr. Jiniiu ene to the Piuijid) 

Hiie he woidd leeliee hie aiietilDk 

ne OenieieMe bj eootfMr linlilioB gmtty eppieeliled the Ooeenaient ot 
Iidiih eem to Methiff the enltlTitoir polit of Tiew. to^ enbetentlal 

wtlmt, hi Uitt the eootidl prieee ef food greino** end iixiiig miiilliiMOiidy i 
nlBlmiiiBi niee 

She Gwlneiee paeeed fnoliitlooe ughiR the Jite to eeoelefite tieir leeruit- 
Mirt is the emy esa si^ the OoTvosieBt ot India to eet eeide it leaet 100 
e i owe of copeei aid diemhste the imooit anong miose pioffaieei is peoportion 
to Aelr eestdhatloo to the mki of the eosntryh fiehttnir foreee to be spent for 
the benefit of Indian soldiere on the termination of the war. The Oonferen<'A 
fStm leMT? atiott of a leaionable share In the ser? lees for martial and 
onisoltvil elessesi 

Sb OUioliinm, la Ut wmdading oddm., nM that b. had taamt that 
"iaHmifr had haw obtaloed from Maul»i$ wjoiDinK npoa Maali»a oot to Join 
tha OMfmBeo aa it baing haM to bam their aommnnity and deeland that 
Um Oonfanaae had not beta aonraaad to inlara tha interaata of aay ooamnai^. 


The Federation of Indian Chamben of Commerce 

AdbiiaI SeeeiMH-New Delhi— 4th. March 1944 


The Federation of Indian Ohambm of Oommerce began ite annual meeting 
nt Few Mhl on the 4th. Maieh 1044 with Kumararaja Sir Minthiah 
CUUiar In the ehnir# 

Before diliTerIng the pieridential addreM» The Kumararaja made a reference 
to the death of Hra. Qmndhi, Paying a tribute to her, he aaid the wee the 
embodiment of Indian womanhood aod that her memory would alwaye he held in 
leepeet lor generatione to oonm. He mofed a leiolntion of oondolenee which 
wee paeeed. toe andlenee itandhig. 

u^eriim the Pieeldentlal addiese 8ir Mnthiah Oheitiar referred at the 
ontMt to the lanounhle lira fhe wer wan taking on the different thentres and said 
with legard to the polHlonl eltuntlOD in India that **the Indian Commercial 
oommniilty has always hsid the ?iew, that the politteal advancement of the eouiiiry 
hen mneh to do with Its seonomlc prosperity. Our commercial organisation a, 
althon^ Biey may esohew acCTs polltica cannot afford to remain nbnolotely 
impttnona to the march of ersntn connected with Indian freedom. We have as 
patriotie Indiana to aeaist in all legitimete and oonetitutionel efforta that aim at 
the politieal pn o g rem of the country. No one can deny thet a calm political 
atmoephere in an indinpeneible condition for a totalitarian war. Ihat our country 
ahonld hafs been denied this atmosphere ie indeed a tragedy. Opinlone may differ 
aa to who or what may be rcsponeible for the posiuon. A diaeuKsion of the 
hlamo to be apportioned doei not nt Uiii ntnge serve any uieful purpose, and T 
need hot atreas heiSi that It le the duty of everyoue to do all that liee in hie power 
to end the present state of effhixs.* 

^Almost every poUtM party end leader haa demanded the relesbc of the 

e ltloal leedsis who are now kept in detention. Whatever might have been the 
tIfioatioB for detaining these leadere, I feel the time bae come for the Govern- 
ment to ideeae thsm. They ahonld not be kept In such detention for a moment 
longer than la nee e ea a ry. Peceonally, I . no not think that their teleaae woiild 
emharresi wer efihrta end I am afraid It mnit have come as a great diaappdni- 
■enl to mmj In the ooontry when Xord Wavell declared In the AesemUy the 
Govammentli dedaion not to leisMe pdflleal leaders. There Is however, hm In 
his saanraneo that tha oooolosions hs has now come to may not be cegsidid as 
final. Everjtme heim that with tha idaase of these politieal leaders it may be 
poaafbla to hnn n men lepteaentatfve end National Government in India, hen at 
mOantn and in tto Pnvmes.* 

NATKmAli GOTSaWlfBHT ESBlimAL 

"When 1 ny a nonmnlative and National Government, I mean i Govern- 
composed of sepieaentativo leaden of dl important polUlcol groups and 
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FRESIDENTUL ADDMfeS 


Miig. A iniW Kati^ G^mmasl miitl mbraot all iIm dlvaifeat atetloat 


ol Aa oraaUi. What ii aafdad aov it a amplai^ fawMtatIfa Qofaruuiant 
10 whloh all important ^illeal Rfonpa and Inrtiaaii aia iadiMM.. and which will 
•^*5 ‘i ^ f&otbe pmwntioB ol tlia war, Iha dafoaca of tha aoaatry, 

and ita fotuia daralopmaat Tha OoTammeat matt ba oaa awan to aarta tha 
mnlry and mast awhaw PM politic at laM cada. Tha maRnitnda 

w.fba iianaa involTed in tbia war haa mada mn baHioarmt aoaatry aaoant tba 
role of a Qofarnmant eonatitatad ol all parliaa thiakinj; and aeting aa ona anthorita- 
tifa and anprama body^ rapraaanting allaaotiona of tha paopla. In aaeh work of 
harraoaioua blending tha Indian bdainaaa eommnnity haa a umnl and important 
part to play. Wa aia on tha threahold of tha moat momantona iwriod In niatory 
when the call oomaa to arary nation to play Ita part to aehiaya a great deatioy not 
only for itaalf bnt for tha entira hnman raoa. India too mnat raapoiid to thla oUl. 
Whatavar may ba tha reaction in tha politioal world to tha Aaaembly apaaeh of the 
Viceroy, it mart ba raoogniaed by all that Hia Ezeellaney waa •'?ary alneara whan 
he declared from hia military azparianoa that no ol^tlva oould afar ha gained 
withoQt tha fnllaat oo-oparation ol all aonoamad. Thera la no aaa denying tha 
diflTeraneaa and waaknaaaaa that at praaant dirida and aaparata ua. If wa oafa to 
gain oar objeotivab wa mnat oompoaa onr diffcrtnoaa, aloaa oar ranka and ataad 
together. Tba Cripiit offer ia atlll open and it ia my atrong oonfiation that with 
goodwill all-ronnd, tha offer may not only hrtp to unite ua bnt alao bring about 
real tranafer of power to TnHiaaa.** 


Tbb Food StroiTiog 

Sir Uuikfnh Ch§iiiat than tnmad to tha food problem facing tha oountry . and 
deplored tha fact that politioal capital waa aonght to ba mada oat of tha nagle 
and harrowing mlaeriao of tha pama by diflbrant faetioaa within India Itaalf and 
by liriUch raaotionarlao whoaa andTamooratio faith atill flood ffrmly rooted In apita 
of tha leiaona of tha war and tha nnmiatakabla aapirationa of tha people of thia 
eoniitry. Me traced tha policy followed by Gofainmant ainoa IffSO with lagaid to 
agrienltoze and aaid that they ware throaghoat tha period negligent of tba inlaiaota 
ol tha peaoant and tba agriealtariai Ha piaaded for a radical cnanga la policy and 
aaid that tha Gofarnmant of tha day ahoa)d alwaya think of tha real intwiau of 
tha people of tha eonntry. 
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;|Uiii||lMlteba0B4oMiBOtt»r malcte thi U.K.O.C 

ii Ml ARaved lo ommIb ialmally bal It tHowed to tekt tht fcoodt tl pM tad 
tnatpofi tad adl Atm tl mtonwlt prtoit to tonktga toaniritt/' 

VtuMBAnoa or Smuvo Balahcm 

&r Miulhiah CktUiiKr Am tttrntd to the quettion of tht teomiiultlion of 
fterlitiK btitoeet in Engltnd and to their p^bla utlltetUoa tfttr tht wtr. Thene 
fatltnoet «rt now in the nsioii of tbout £700 enillloii end mtj tmooiit to £l.000 
miltioii before the end of the wtr. Oertain nrtiolet in the iiewtptpeit end eren in 
economic ioncntlt tend to pm the imprettion that tomehow or other thia teen mu* 
lation of tterlinK btlaneet in farour of India leflectt a groit proBteerina on the purl 
of India and tiiat it it virtoally tantamoant to India not having played iia pMiwr 
l*art and takoii its ahare of burden in the proaecution of the war. It ahould be 
remcmbifred that a good portion of theae aterltng balanoea repreaenta the value of 
goinla aold by thia eountry to Great Britain, oountriea of the Middle Kaat, America 
and even Auatralia. For theae, we have had liardlsr any return at all by way of the 
iuiiortation of gooda. All theae materiala and aervieea have praotically not been 
|)aid for except by the L O. U.' which Uia Maieety’a Government h»va given ua and 
which repreaenta the ao^called eterling balanoea. Our troopa aerving overaeaa have 
according to the financial arrangement between the Government of India and HU 
Majeaty’a Government, to be paid for by Great Britain, but we have been iaaabiig 
rii|)ee notea towards their pay for which Great Britain haa again given ns only 
1. O. Us. All these factora have gone to make up the aterling balanoea. Verily it 
can be atated that theae eterling balances represent the toil and aweat of the people 
and the blood and tears of milltona of our countrymen. To turn round now for the 
ccononuMt or any other paper or individnale and apeak of theae aterling balanoea aa 
an unfair advantage which India haa gained over England la to put it mildly to 
show rankest ingratitude poaeible.'* 

Obarob of Tbofitbbriho Ubfaie 

*'When they talk of profiteering by India in the aoenmulation of theae sterling 
balances, 1 wonder,** eald 8ir Muihiah Chettiar, "whether they realiee wbat a 
boomarang they are forging for tbemaelves. Every article aupplied to tbe British 
Government hea b^n at controlled pricea— controlled by the Government of India. 
It is well-known that from the very start of the War, tbe Supply Department 
tbrongh its contracts and otherwise has controlled these prices for tbe benefit of 
every nation except our own. I wonder whether there is any other eountry amoiig 
the Allied nationB which has charged leas for its overseas eiiitomers and more for 
the citixena of its own country. It ia in theae cirouroaUnoea that the oharge U 
lightly and glibly made that India has exploited the needs of the Allied nations 
and by profiteering hea built up these huge sterling balanoea.’* 

Nbbd fob Buildiho up Dollar Bbbodbobb 

"In dealing with eterling balancee,** conHnued the Prmideiit, "one naturally 
comet across tbe problem of dollar balances. During Ae war, India has had a 
favourable balance of trade with the United Btatea and oould have built up fairly 
large dollar balances. In tbe Intewet of the war effort, tbe Government of India 
decided that all the dollar resources should enter Into n common Empire Pc^. 





m ISMBiXIOll OT mDUlI OHAIIBEBB OF OOmmOB I raw. 
Fo»>Wae BMomatoonoa Itun 

'8b IfarilMi flhiHbr nooHdtd to dbeoH ot bogdi tho ihIIoh oI port>«iR 
Hi—bMOlliiii «l lodb and Mid that tho wiow imoM—a ttat mmM imo no 
dmiAmK tilt nriod of itflOMlnietioo would Moto too mtlai tilt tod ■tltiffnii 
It diilr iolntloii tad tall lor tha addict aod raiwitittdttinti of ton-oflusial 
opiolon to help the Goftmmttt to eomt to a dteitioDa Ht hoptd fh> t tlM re-eom- 
teoitlO D woold bt plantod on at all-India baab and that tbt virioni tebtvca of 
itaaaatuMlion wonld bt obaiaottriatd bf tborong^ntH^ bold planniiig and a 
■ totar tDMtfliadoii of tho ntadt of tbt ooiintrv. 

^^Lttmhaft no mort of tbt blind ltadlii| tbt blind. obniTtd Sir Mntbiab 
Obtttlar in condneion. Let oe bavt a bold . and dtitniintd tfTort to pot the 
teononip of tUe oonnbry on a aonnd baaia. I aball bt told that all thia ncade money. 
It la tommon knowMga that money ia alwaya fonnd lor war but never for a il};bt 
agalatt tbt mort rtmorieleaa enemiea of iitnoranoe, diaeaae and atarration. To-day 
In many, oonntrlea bold adventaroua metboda of raiting money for pnrpoaea of 
war at wdl at for national wdfare have btcome a common thing. Wt in India 
art wtUng to mahe all poaaible aaorifioe in oor economy, if onir wdl oooefdered 
filana for vitalldng our national lift and bettering the lot of the common man 
art plated before the people of thia country ao aa to eaptnit tfadr imagination auii 
inaplit thdr faith. Bueb a plan lor the bnllding np of the India of to-morrow ia 
the long term plan of economic development for India which wan rtcantly pnblialiid 
over the abpiatorea of Sir Porihotamdaa Thakuidai and othera. On behalf of 
the Faderatloii and on my own, I widi to aay bow deeply they have laid tlie 
country In ddbt to them by tndr maaterly plan of economic rt-eonatruction. It ta 
noteworthy that in hit apemh to the Indian Legialatnre the other day, H. E. Uie 
Viceray add that the Qovernmtnt were examining the plan with intereat. To 
think that the plan eontdna a fnlly-hatehed practied aehemt complete in every 
detail, ia to miaa the point of ita importance. It givea rather a viaion, an inapira- 
tlon. It la a mine of auggeatlona bated on a maaa of facta carefnllv marahallcd 
and wdgbtd. It ia a acnemt which eontdna within ita flexible bade prindplea of 
rt-conatmotlop, which if wiady followed and firmly put into pmctice. will, I have 
no doubt, aaaore the happintaa and welfare of the India of to-morrow. It la in 
IM light therefoit, that 1 wdcome the publication of thia plan and congratulate 
the auttion on the great and dmcly aervice they have rendered to the country. 

Rwioltttioiia 


Danirnon of National Lxadbrs 

After the prealdentid addreaa the Federation paaaed a number of readutiona. 
Kummraraja 8tr Muthia ChttHar waa In the chair. 

The Federation **vitwtd with aerioua eonoem** the detention of national 
Itiitre and exmeated the fading that their continued detention ia not Juatifiable 
and Ihttefoie the Federation demanded their immediate rdeaat particularly in view 
of the fbet that prdbltBM of very grave import are ladng the country the aolntion 
of which haM to a large extent on Government atcuring the general goodwill of 
the public. Ae Federation alao atrongly expreaaad the opinion that, with the war 
neaifag Ua end; in Fum^ India can only find a proper place and |day an effective 
part in m aeltteihent of poat-tvar problema in an atmoaphere which the ideaee 
of fheae national leadera and the eatabliahment of a Nationd Government at the 


OmIh mwa mmm 

IVMA'k Bauvom Abboad 

:1a a mtlBtioa oa la^’fe-bdaaM abcoad th. lUtnfion Nitnatad it. opinion 
tet Mia'. aeoaMaIal.d Msltaic andit. dumid in tho flnt initnoM b. ntiliaid to 
Npntiinlo Biltiih WBMMdil iawteoat in ladln nad with nand to tho bdnnoo 
oiaminic oadiu tho Oofmawt ol ihoald Mono na andiirtnMng Iiom the 
BrMoh OoMtnment that to om vdM at tm dadhe Mag oi ate tho war 
domadatM in tnaM d gold, te IMte O o w t w t M[ lj P. DaM j MM t a .ttw Boama 
Bimk ot laittn lor all ita atarling hol^n to tho aalaal at apah dapiaalatlBa. 

WhUa oetInK with aatialaawa tha riooaao MaaiMt^ oaoonooanioat that a 
part ol tho doUaio aratoiog to ladia oa tiada halaaaa wiB bo eroiUtad to bar, tho 
ndmtioo Mt ao loomd tip iaot that lodia lua ao lor baao dapeivad of gold and 
ddinr eraffitn M n iMttlt of tho rnpM Mng linhod to tfilng and of So dollnr 
rrqniaitiao ordac. Tho SWiMtion domandad that at loMt at tbu Uta aug^ alt 
dwm aoawdag to Inda, whadw ao taoda balaoea or olhatwlaa, ihonld bo areditad 
to lo^% ooaooot M. Ihit dM Biaarya Book of lodio Aet bo amandad to aaaka it 
poaaible loc tha Book tb hoM dote bobnoao. 




Kmumom 




_ Ama ComiAm 

ilM MintfaB mm m u A te 0|iliitai 
Am Cemmu^ mt pm 


•iqA Ip Jit 




id imdmf^ wfw itt^ to m of food* 

CMiwfot iudm foil iboni tiM iteunm In olber 
of dfo omrim Bengol. to Fedo- 

^ to Mowlag feodi t tt ft from oatiido moion 
jeo ywyt od wfth to Oommuid ilumld bo mto 
to food tifootioo iov to ooulry.'* 

OHviL Atiaviov 

noled' witb irntfooiioii tbot um topomtloD 
jMit in Indio woo uiidor to Gofonminfo 
toll toie idbcmio. would bo* ofoh^ withoni 


wiili> Min oommonlol iiilBreohi« ond tot torigbt of 

roaM bo 


to ofott oThtion, 
of n^gto of 

.•ktorrkoi witbfo to ooonlrji^woab. 
J'hi Indfiit OompoBioA. wMoh won ownod tad 
In mtani for gninf b9 radio to foraigD ok Uiiaa 

Into And to nio of Inton ok boieA, Indio mnol 

f of ilinilar rlgbio on o fall/ loelpioeBl bitlA In nopor.l of 
Any Aztonol Ait tow whioh Into W niif dmo miishi cboot to opmlA. Tbo Fto 
rntfon ofoo fok fool ony fonto oir lino openrtinif; dkongb Into ■hoald not boro 
to ricbt to plek op Any of to interiiAE into la Indto. 

WAK RISKB lirBWBAlii;n rCB»l 

jKAgAidInp Wat KmIs (Goodo) and iFAeWtoi) IntorABW Micmw, to Fodo* 
tnlion nigod npon to OcnmnniAnl of Indi* tot in flew of the fanprofod iknAlion 
of to WAV In lAwonr of to Alliw And Im view of to onbilABtiAl AccretlonA to to 
Wat Siikf Fand, wtimAtod to Amount to Bo. 16 croreA on Alorch Sl» ldl4» and fo 
viow of to eompAfotWety IntiKBibcAnl elAimo on to Fund, no fnrthw poynant of 
prominm under to War Rito FActorleo IniorADCA Bcbcno iboitld bo riollotd 
from thooA inourfd who bod Alifody paid eigbl inilAlmonta of tbo lull pif mlnm 
and tot to ri»k in roopoct of aneh InturMl ihould be extended for a forthir peifod 
of one yoar ondlng Bliu.eh 31, 1945. While appreeiatbiK to Gofomment’A Action 
in fuEtMr lidneing to rate of premium under to War Rifka laaoranoe fSehamo 
to annaa two pe* oeat par month, to Fcdention, in eiow of to impronod tltaatfoo 
woo fnitor ui opinion tot na inbataotia} amoanta bad aoernad to to Aebemo aad 
aa to dalma agafo«t to Fond ao far paid by to GoTcmment wow aompaiatifoly 
inalgniftoani to Gofornment abonld icdnoe forthwith to rata to half anna par 
cent par month. „ 

XJ* K# C* 0. ■ , ■ 

On to United Kingdom Oommereial Oorporation, to Federation pnton rooprd 
tot to nppiAbanaiona entertained and giran AxpiAiflon to At Iti liat Animid OAmior 
zegArding to operation and to ixtantlon of trade aetlTitlea of to U. K. 0. C 
wore borne out by to findinsa of to roeently imUiBimd report from to Oo^ 
mlltee of Public Aeconuto eubmittod to to Brito Phrlkmoot, which m bmpd 
on eonfidcntlol particulare lalating to to working of to OorporAtUm. The Fed^ 
lAlioo. in Tku of toiA findinga, pw aea d to OorcromADt of India to to all 
ptoUa itm toir power to aaiegtMad to iotenetA of loton tiada 
oaiaa, pAroenlAily In nor export markto in to poit-war period. 

FimBBi*YxAB Flab 
M r. Natim Itanjam 8ark» mand: Tba FtitoMoji wOeomti 
WMoaie derdopMot for tadia, m moioied ^by JBIr PyofciKtoyrfo*. 
nd irtbiirr at a ooMtnietiva aaatribatioatmnida dw aolatioo af Iadia% 
gtoUoaa. Tbo Fadoadoa aeaoida Ha lAolo-bauM ooppiM to tta fir 

• aeonomy batwean agfiealtnra wd indnatry. The tow k^ 

tses&is!Si& sSi Sasrss^ ^iS'iJSr^ 
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fil|f In nwffiTi wo n o Mte and (8) 
fl&Ni MMiltt witli iBtoMfl Imlier . 

, «» wdl M inopoMlt for non aqailiMe 
“ that Meptenoa of tecka <i«>ital, If 
I aad iatecfanBaa of toniga oeal 


T npoKli Jm ma rt to «ki cola rt li 
• It a 
fak%a 
Xka 


«MB tha GararaBiaot of India to noogalaa Niat tba a oa t wa r 
oTliidia amiit bejMirt on ^ dbiaetifoa, Iwoad ptlneM^ aad 


1 

Ml 

naFada- 
I Blita in 
with 
n^- 
ioa ain^aa 

« ^ planaiBg 

j be baaed on Uia dbjaetlfaa, Iwoad prlaatipta aad aaaaatlal aaaditioBa 

antliaad abofo. lha Fadarathm axpiaaaaa ha baan aanaa of dtoBmoiataiaat with tba 
aMMidnaif aat ap bp tba GovaraaMot lor ooaaidaiing oahtoMa rt poaf wiar soaaaa- 
tmalioB and tba piagaaaa ao far mada. Tba Fadnatioa ia dadaila» of tha aafaiioB 
that na-co-ordioatad dapartmeatal aebamaa la tba abiNaea of a well*aOBaabpaiI aad 
oomprahanaiTa plan, aannot laanlt in aahle?ing tha daaliad obiaotifa of a bioad-baart 
aoonoBito daralopmaot of tha oonntrp.*’ 

Mr. 8arh§r rafarrad to tha ooaatrj^wida aathnaiaani and intaiaat arooaad bp 
tha plant wbifsh, ht aaid, bad tba object of anaaring a adniaiiun ataadart of lila to 
tha ooaaniOB man, aartalnlp not to make tha rich nobar or tha poor pooiar, but to 
haprova tba lot of tba bava-aota. Alter deaeribing tba broad ontlinea of tba aebana 
Mr. Bariutf aaid that they had tha Fedaration*a fmlaat aupport bat tha Fed^ion 
had not bad lima to exaailna tba dataila of tba aehame^ aneh aa tba prioritiai to be 
attaehad to tba variona component alamenta in tha plan, tha waya and naana of 
financing tha plan, etc. Tha Federation waa, thefafora, nnabla aa yat to azntaae any 
definite opinion on aneh detaili. MoreoTer, tha plan waa not complete witbont an 
indication of tba fatora role of tba Btata in aoonomie mattara aa wall aa aebamaa 
of diatribtttion. Witbont aoma eqaitable mathoda of diatribntion, indirldual Income 
might not be auffieiant to achieTc the minim nm atandard, while a minimum income 
witbont corralatlDg it to pricea might be meaningleaa. 

“Onr problam**, conclnded Mr. Barker^ **ia not merely one of laoonetmetion. 
it ia aaaantaally one of oonatruction from the rery beginning. That ia why wa 
ipeak of onr taak aa one of economic derelopment of India and not of po^war 
laoonetmetion." 

Me. BuLA*a Reply to Geitiob or Plae 

Mr. O. D, Birla, one of the anthora of the plan, aeconding the raaolntlon, 
anpporting the fifteen-year plan, mored bjf Mr. N. R. Barker, anggaated that there 
waa nothing frigbteniug about the huge inreatment propoaed for tha plan. After 
all, be aaid, the ao-callrt economica oi a country were no more than tba eoonbmica 
^ a fiiaily in a magnified form. Hare waa a family of 40 crorea that wanted to 
produce more and conanme more. It found that if it waa to eonanma more. It 
mnal prodnee 200 per cant more by the end of fifteen yeare. It alao calculated 
that, if it could produce that much, the family membara would be able to double 
tba eonaumption of their gooda aa compared with their preeent poaitioa after 
making full proriaion for the deipanda of the children that would be bom into 
tba family duriim tha next fifteen yeare. 11m qneation waa how to produce 200 
per cent more. The family diacofcicd that it needed new equipment and a larger 
amount of work from ite marnbera in order to touch the mark of tha propoead 
production. For aq^ment they found they bad aoma money partly in caah and 
partly In aterling. They plannrt to apand that money and alao borrow aoma in 
tha country wbm they propoaed to purehaea equipment But that waa not anoogh. 
8 o Aay doBlded to put up more work with the labour of tha family membara to 
eompleta ^ work on Mraipment, They had not bad tmaA to do eo Mr aad thua 
bad planly of laianra. Th^ did not therafora find any difllenlty In aparing extra 
time lu^ia new work. Let tie tegat tha woide *oa?uiga* aad created money aad 
lafonrabla balanoea. Let na find out what extra iabour wa are called upon to 
oentrOmte to aaiiiefa onr object The anewar in a nut-ehall ia that wo do not 
need to employ more than 4 par cant extra BMmbera of tha population during tba 
pl^nifciiig parttd to aomplatatlia new Tbia 41fi par cent of tha poprtition 
woSr& mm pioductiTa than tba raet and thua mi^ rap^t 15 per cent rt 
tha earning aapm 4 of_Ma wboM population, haaddad. 


of dm whola population, ha 

to tha FInanaa Mambar*a aigumant that^ if tha 1,000 

atmliag laioucea now with tha Baaarra Bank of India wan need lor the pba. 
hanMit to tha autiwn^ mifdkt ba aftatad. Mr. Birla aaid that tha SB 
iMi MI 2ss!ss^ •maniiiad In N !Pfi|loa» agMaM whiab mM haM fa 
Beak of Eagland waa awfa tea JiMlon that ia 0 S 7 Oil par aaut WouM o 
uu Ml aooounl ng that the ourianey of Kaghuid juat uow waa not hi in w 
pMit MaMbghaduoaidnteyalmn^^ 





ntOOBBDUtQB AND BBBOLimOin 


m vooH rt if wa vat to a^ tha naaaaa MMbar^ ktoe-OaB to kMp 
f<» rapaih oialf, vaa a daonnu napeanw t Bat 'Mr. 
wd aot ballan that tha poatihiB of attrliiM vSim iMtStfial aer dU ha 
tohik that tMoa baeUairiiUa toa iwaMoaTtte^^ 

Oar Bota euwlatte joat aow WBoaatad to aboat Ba. 8fl0 ato w a agmat vuSt^M 
(gold naacra, U vaload at tha mMt nioa ammatad to about n«ana or a baek- 
InR «rf mora t^.toa par oapt Bnrdy ia raopaet of ita gold baeUag toa raato 
vaa ia a aaneh BtaQom pontioa tbaa atarllog. Aad if paopla had att loot fuS 
to Ite aolraoey of atarlioR tbara vaa notoiiife to itar about tha faith ia tha aolrtoap 
oftharapM If va am to aeeapt tha fhitnea Mambarla logie, then, aa laaa aa 
than vat tha piaarot aiaa of oar aota iaaoa va aauat oontiBao to hold ootiaiie 
Btariiog aaaato at Iho baeUaK of tha rapaa. Wa ahoald not to a noanat toam 
them. For ell preetieel pnrppaee, thet would neen thet our eieete in itmliec 
wen permenently fiom in fiofdend’i leTonfa Oould eny one contemplete eneh e 
poiitiOD with eqnenimity ? 

Mr. Birle oonelndM with e cell for unity of pnipoee end the onltifetion of 
e eonitnKBtlre peyehology in Indie in order to meke e enooeii ot the plan. 

MF* ¥• (Medne) 4Mld that it wee for pnbUe optnioe now to 

■trenethen the hendi of the leedere end reeoWe thet, howerer tteggerinK the flgam. 
the plen mnet be brought to fruition. 

Mr. If. P. Bagaria (Oeleutte) thought thet it would ba e good idee to enoonrege 
intelligent critidim of the plan by tranueting it into the ▼erlona lenguagea of 
the counts. 

Dr. Samid (Bombay) felt that the enthora of the plen were putlng the cert 
before the home, inaamuoh ea the formation of a National Government wee e 
condition precedent to the working of the echeme. He peraonelly did not lee any 
chance of e hundred per cent free India to carry out the echeme. 

Mr. A. D. Shrojf (Bombay), one of the authom of the plan, founding e note 
of wernlng to the country at large and the commercial community in particular, 
atated thet eve^body must "prepare himself or herself to face the nardshipa, priva- 
tions and aaorinoes which the ezeention of a plan of this magnitude would call will 
entail for every body. Beferring to the oriticinm that the plan aimed at atrengthen* 
ing capitaliats, he said that such uncharitable and unfounded criticism must 
obviously be inspired from interested quarters. While he would leave the actual 
working of the aeheme to a future National Government he would urge the 
Government to ahow one or two email mercies. If the Government in terms of 
the Viceroy’s speech believed that their objectives were the came u that of the 
authom of the plan, they should do nothing which would make it mom difficult to 
carry this plan into fruition in the future and secondly, they should stmogthen 
their statistical organisation so that when the time came for the establishment of 
a Planning Comimaaion they would have sufficient and up-to-date data to work upon. 

The resolution was paaaed. 


Food Bitdatiov 


the country, 


The meeting adopted a lengthy resolution on the food situation in 

which was moved by Sir Puru$hothamda$ Thakurdaa, The resolution recorded ite 
profound sorrow at the heavy loss of lives and the impairment of the healu of a 
large section of people In the countnf as a result of the famiDe. and whileideploring 
the lack of foresight and of a co-ormnated policy on the part of (9overnmcnt» whm 
migM have prevented Uie calamitJi welcomed the efforts mesntly being mads In 
them for improving the situation. 

With a view to pmventing a reeurrenee td famine oomUtiono, the ms^ntto 
siumested thiit t£i (^vernment oftindia sbodd (1) evolvoand implement m all-Ind ia 
pmiey for the production, proeucement anddistribntioa ci food grains und^ eiewiss 
Bttffl^t vif^lanee over Provincial GovernmenU and, if nsesssary. toet t^ la^ 
to carry out effectively and efficiently the all-India |^ioy that miemt 
(2) utiliae under Government contru nonnal tra^ ^ ^ iL— ^ 

in the pmurement and distribution of food iiop eiports a nd ine rsi 

imports cfffood-gralns from abi^ with a view to bi^nc 
ad^uate quantity of leaervw and 
proseeution of the Grow Gtmd ^P^g n, ^ 

financial and otherwisq, to Provincial Qofmnmeols, Government i^W nw o, jOgg 

measures for eDsnringttmt pita of food-o^ JS5S25 

level, so that tte grower conld always have a su ffic i e nt inosntife Ipr SHmnMfog 

p^netkm. 



aoo FfiDERATIOM OF INDIAN OEAMSESB OFOQMMBBCE [ mw onn- 

Tbs molntioii nigsd the Oofcnmeiit to ioeUtati imnodiete mmmm te the 
leittilSltitiiioD of funine-etriehen eme. 

*Tbi Fmm ni BivaAL Oaoobd** 

Sir Abdui Halim Ohtmavin eapoortittg the leeolotion, eoofeyed on behelf of 
Beosel, her fcreteful thenke for the oeoeioiie donetioDe whieh the reet of Indie end 
Indiene ebioitfi hed to htr. Ue eompleined that the Pnee in Beneel wee 
geeited. eo that full deteila of the dieeater oonkl not be made pnblle* The reel 
dimenlty wee lack of tranaport There were no wagona, no bollocka and no boate 
arellable for eerejing food. There waa apprehenaion la the mind of ererrone that 
unleae Government decided to the people boate, bnllocka, and wagona the aitna- 
*ton wonid not inyprove. 

Sir Abdul Halim compared the methoda of rationing in Indie with thoae in 
Great Britain end aeld that In the latter eeae baaic itema, aneh ea, wheat end flour 
were not rationed. 6t.?angely enough, they had atarted with rationing baeie food 
auoh aa rice. Sir Abdul Halim eaaerted that more food eonld never be grown 
unleae the Government furnlahed the ryot with agrieuituml maehineiy, larnilaera, 
aeeda and finanelal aaaiatanoe. * 

Mr. D. N, Sen (Oalentta), Mr. if. A. Srinivaean (Prealdent, Myaore Chamber 
of Commerce), Mr. lehverdae MalUk (Karachi) and Mr. Z>. F. Naik (Bombay), 
aupported the reaolntlon, which waa paam. 

Goal Sbortaqu 

The Federation paaaed a reaolntion cm coal and fuel. In the eonrae of which 
it enpreaaed the opinion that the recent acareity of coal In the country waa mainly 
due to labour ahortage intenaified by Government'a policy of exporting coal abroad 
and ae auch, apeoial eudeavoura ahould be made by the (Government to help eolli- 
eriea to inereaae raleinga by making more labour available at the ooHlenea, by 
atopping the drift of coal mlnera to military worka In other areaa and aleo by 
arranging to procure neeeaaary atorea, plant and machinery for nae in coal mlnea. 
The Federation further auggeated that atepe ahould be taken to encourage the 
opening of new minaa and that an embargo\be placed on the export of coal from 
India,, and expreaaed the opinion that the ahbrtage of labour would be very much 
reduced by making working condkiona more attractive and rroueated the Govern- 
ment to give the neoeaaary laoilltica to the colliery ownera. The Federation naked 
for the oonatitution of in Independent Coal Beaeareh Board to etndj the prevailing 
oonditiona and to recommend atepa to aecure plant and machinery to recover 
amoheleea domeetic fuel and other by-prodncM. particularly, tar, diainfeetante, 
naptbaline and benilne by low temperature prooeaa. It alao urged the eatabliah- 
ment of a fuel reeeareh atatlon at Dhanbad. 

The reaolntion waa moved by Mr. A. L. OJha, Calcutta, and wee aeeonded by 
Sir 8hH Bam (Delhi). 

The meeting next diaoneaed (he annual report of the Federation ana adopted It. 

Reeoliilioae— End. dap— Now Delhi— 5lh. March 1944 
Poe^WAE iBorermire 

The poat-war poaitlon of induetriee eatablUed during the war waa among the 
anhieata on whidti the Federation at lie aecond day'a aittlng put forward Ita 
daMnde. 

In a raaolation moved by Mr. G. L. IfeAte, (Calcutta, the Federation txprtPacd 
"grave apprehenaion" regarding the poet-war poeilion of a number of new iudaelriaa 
and pmenlarly thoae which bad been brought Into exietenoe la thia oonntry during 
the war re meet the war neeeaeltiea of Ibo Allied nahona ae wfU aa (ho caaentim 
dvll naeda of tbe public In India. Tbe Fedoration fnrtbcr p^ta ont that the 
eatiMabment of tome of theae indtiatiiea waa definitely cneonmiNd by the Govern- 
ment, with an aaauranee that aneb induatrlea would be given aa^iod^aaie meaanre 
dl proteetlon agalnat unfair eompatitlen from outaida India aa miT be fonnd aaoee- 
•ary fdr the eontlnnance of their exielence In the poetrwer peridd. "While appie- 
clefing eueh en aeenranee from the Government, the Federation ia of opinion that 
anitobie maebinety on the llnee of the Ad Hoe Committee under tbe Sefegnardlng 
of Induetriee Act In dm United Kingdm ebould immedletaly be evdlvid to conei- 
der the clelme of eqeh Induetriee lor edcouate pioteetioii— when neeeeeeiy— wlthonl 
niftffti ye e to e refenbeo to the Teriff Boird» 

rill. FedmtiOB aiiikatiMlIy th. p61i.y newtl, /donl,d hf 

dM OovctniDWt ia •HOan^M iaowMtd import, of munuetaMa fooH wMoh aro 
M prtoaat ataalietaMd aad oanHod M tht paUie bf tho amly o mbli ifci d 
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iodilMOiia Uidnftte la ladia. It it ^ opialoa that tbiii ladaMiMt ari la a 
potitloa ta a^ tba lamariag daDMiida la Iba mtn for aaoh maaalbetiiiad 
artlelca only If tao GoTararaoiit astend to thaa tiia acaaMaiy aaiialaaea la tiii 
•bape of forthcr Importa of plant and maeldaary aad of MtarialOi atom aad tha 
laquialtd oomponant pavta for auob Inenaaad oatpai** 

llr. JfaAto want on to refer to the foot iHi tin war had diaeloaad thaaiiatanaa 
amoBR tha pMpla of orscanlainic oapMity. taehaleal ability and akUM eraftaaMuiahlp 
neceaaary to build up an emeient Induatrlal atmatnia* What waa laqafiad fnwa tha 
Qovernment, he aaliL waa a oatmioal deolaration of Mliay that ladnatriaa aatab* 
liahad or eapanded during **tlia war and haring a daflnlla aaaignabla ploaa In tha 
peaM aoonomy would ba given a due nanaufu of proteotion lor a laaaonabla period 
of tima^ no that they might have a minimum period of nurtuia and giow^ bafoia 
haii^ ezpoaed to tha full rigouia of aompetition from eatabllahed indoatrlae In 
foreign aonntriaa. The asauranoa given by Bir Bama$wand iMaiiar. the thw 
Conimarca Member, in the Central Aaaambly on jiateh 12, {1940^ did not go far 
enough. A comprehenalve and detailed programma of poat-war ntlliaation A war 
plaiita would have to be worked out. 

Befarring to the propoaala to Import epaebliiad Unde of goodi^ nmong whieh 
ha remarked, ware epirituoua liquora for tha use of a apiritual nathr (laaglilar), 
Mr. Mehta aaid if bioyclaa and tana aonid ba imported ragaidlaaa of tna^ bottla^aaek 
of ahipping, It waa diffionlt to nndatatand why thair oomponant niMi or eapital 
guoda and maehinary could not ba imported lor expanding donualk production. 
Tha daeiaion to import tastilea from tha United Kingdom waa in dliaet contravan* 
tl. n of the Gk>vemmant*o naanrancai that only oommodltlaa which mm althar not 
produced in India at all or produced in aztfamaly amall quantitiaa would be 
imported. The United Kingdom Govammant turned down tha Oanadlan Oovarn- 
ment’a offier :of one lakh tone of wheat lor iBangai'a famlna^triokan peppla on the 
plea of ahortaga of ah^ing apaaa^ but ahinpiiig apace wu lound for importimc 
whieln and totiM jooda and texBlaa. Mr. Mehta iMavad it waa naoaaaary to inetat 
that me rapidly acoumtilating iterHiig bilaocaa dboold not ha ntlliaad m anob a 
way aa to aaaiat and ailQOurafm Bfitbh maRnfactniai and axponla wilir lha war at 
the azpenae of Indiaa I^atrial devalopmant or to matrlat lndla*a aanaoHy and 
power to mMoe purehaaea of plant and macmiieiy In lha worldh heal and nhiignat 
markata (oheeraj. 

"BanoTAon’* of lirnuv Iwnimuiik 

Mr. (7. JariweUa (Bomhayi aaid that what had haen aohlavad in lha indna* 
trial field In the war yaara waa far abort of what aha oonld aohlaiio with her 
reaoureaa In men nnd mntarial. There wna already In progiwe what ha ^Iwmad « 
Vnbotnge** of Indian induatriai : ha laarnad that n Biltiah company far tha OBadno- 
tion of atoraga bntteriaa and aeoumnlnton had Imi anoonregad to aatabliih Haall 
III India, while there ware alrawly in asilaaea Ihdhm oomponlm lor tha aaenn* 
faotnra of thaia go^ and tnair fidl prodnetion aapaci^ had not yet haon 

’ Hr. B. O. OMh fCUcutte) vigei that Indiaa iadoatrita aaad ant ba lyo l ai l ia 
ia aaUaK tat proteetioB. H. diaw attmtioa to tha fiat that in Aanta^ n Pnpo^ 
bad bean ai^ tot tbo aaion ol onoatrias riaiihurly plaetd a. mudn hdaiMal 
derdopmaat m that tbe| maid pioaeat a nnitad boat aad pm. lor pntoeUao ol 
nniiftue* ioduatriaa. 

Hr. A. B. Bhatt (Poona) adced that tba ad Am mmniM ptop^ in tha 
naOlation abonid ineind. r q ir ewataHwa bom the PadaiatioD whiob waa Ihaa^polwit 




that AO j nieh taiotlOB woold be ▼ 

ttU lli^r MW tod ep|KO?ed of o eommliioelTe reoooitraellon plon. 

Bnpportliig the leeolatioa movea bj Bir Bedridae Goeoko. Mr. M. A, Masitr 
(Bombey) pointed ont that in any potiey of tazatioo. the important eoneidscation 
•hottld not be loet ilc^t of that what waa got for a highly Indnatrialiied eonntry 
like England nright hare aerlona eonaeqnenoea when applied to India which waa 
not highly detelopM indnatriaily. He erltiolied the policy of le?ylng heavy import 
dntlea on raw materiala or apare parta imported into tiiia county, and aaid that 
theae dntlea tended to hamper the indnatrial growth of thia country by pnttii^ 
the Indigenona artlclea at a dlaadvantage with artidea imported from abroaid. He 
pointed ont that, on certain apare parta leqnired for textile indnatiyi the import 
duty waa 90 per cent, while the dn^ on the finiahed product waa only 10 per cent 
He depreeated the tax policy of the Government which took away not only 100 
per cent of the ezeeea profita of an indnatry, but made an inroad into the atandard 
profita alao. The' reault of thia policy waa* that indnatrlea were loft without adequate 
funda for ezpanaloo and development. He aaid that relief and allowancea granted 
by Gofernment for renewala and repaira. depreciation, icaerve and rebabuitation 
peogramine and future expanaion were not adequate and aaaerted that the whole 
poliey aeemed to be aimed at preventing atabiliaation or expanaion of indnatrlea 
after the war 


Mr. «r. J. Kapaiia quoted fignrea from the balance aheeta of certain companiea 
to onbetantiata Mr. Maatere atatement that the tazea took away not only all the 
exceaa prodta, but alao made an Inroad into atandard profit. For inBtanoe» a 
company whooe excem profita amounted to Ba. 153 lakha bad to pay Ba. 101 lakha 
aa 1& P« T.» Ba. 21 lakha undar the old acale aa depoait and Ba. 26 lakha aa the 
nonnal laoomt and anper tazea, totalling Ba. 148 lakha. But under the new 
propoaala, the taxea would make an inroad Into the atandard profit The reault of 
thia heavy taxation, he concluded, quoting varioua antboritiea, would be lack of 
auperviaion. Inefficiency and waate. Indnatrlea were not philanthropic inatItotionB, 
he aaid, and ualaaa torn waa the incentive of profit, the mduatriaa would not thrive. 
Ete pointed out that than were many indnatrlea like eleokrical nndertakinga which 
wen not making any war profita. But they had alio to pay away all their profile aa 
taxea. The hiatory of the Bdtiah connectioo with India, particularly in the aphere 
of commerce and induatry, he aaid, had been one of loat opportunitiea. He hoped 
that the Government would graap at leaat thia opportunity to do their duty by 
thia country, 

jrfiau Bahadur G. A, DoBBafU (Calcutta) and Mr. B§ehittar Singh alao 
aupported the reaolutioaj which waa adopiM. 

IHDUVB* Biobtb nr POar-WAB Burma 

Hie Federation paaaad a reaolntion on the queation of Indiana in Poat-War 
Bunna which urged (1) that then ahould be no control of the immigration of 
Indiana into Burma after the ceaaation of the preaent hoatilitiea. (2) that Indiana 
ahould have the aame r^t of free entry and the aame atatna In that country In all 
reapecta aa wen enjoyed by pereona domiciled in the United Kingdom. that it 
waa ea a e n t ia l, in the common Inlenata of In<tta and Burma, particularly :n view of 
recent developmenta, that then ahould be eloaer aaaociation bkween the ewe conn- 
Irlea and that Indiana ahould, at all atagea. be fully aaeodated with the pnparation 
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tion of the neoeaany arrangementa lor the return of people to Burma during the 
period of military occupation t the formulation of plana for the re-eatabliahment of 
the economic life of Burma, we aafO-guarding of the interaata of labour and the 
rahdng of the atandard of the life and premotloQ of the general welfan of people 





— SlUB. 


raeOBIDINGB AHD BnOLDnOMS 


ia nrf with ly ^ at m Hide iniMMiii bikwM 

miutw wbioh mi|^ «ftol tht URtm, 
pofittop, lii^li or wtll4NiiDS of Indioiii in Burma. 

1^ tba GoTanvcnt Id Ind^ lo M all tMr lainmica and 
^ Cfofommant of Buima to arri?a at an agifammt wUob wonM 
not oonfliet witb the fundamental obii!Oti?ee mentlMcd abo?e to aa to enable Indi- 
ana to eseretae and enioy the atetue and ri||hle in the future Burma. 

Mr. if. (Bombay), morion the. leaolutloiL replied to the eonlmUon 
that Indian labour in Burma had led hi a ioweriag of the waice etandard. To meet 
^ii dUBeolto. he aaid. minimum, waicee ehould be fixed both lor Indiane and 
Burmane. Merdy by keeping Indiana out. the wagee problem would not be aolied. 
If Ae preoenoe of Indiane would create bltterneaa,liow waa ii he aeked. that tlm 
had tired in amity and good-will for many yeara before the aeparation of Burma 7 
He hoped that after the war the Gorernmenta of India and Burma would eroire 
tome form of oloaer aaeooiation between the two oountrlea which while maintaining 
the aeparate Identity of Burma would bring about enough common Inleieat between 
the two oountriee to }uatify and fulfil the hope of the gorernor of Burma himmif. 
Mr. Haji thought it unfortunate that the Governor ahonld hare complicated the 
aituation by au^eating that **Indiana with genuine roola'* ahould be helimd to return 
to Burma. There ahould be no qneatlon, Mr. Haji declared, about Indiana* 
right of re-entry into Burma, when it waa reconquered. Mr. HaJi urged the Gor- 
emment of India to aaaociate non-official public opinion in the country with the 
Ciril Aifaira Oommittee of the Burma Qorernment and aaid that thia waa neoeaaary 
to keep a watch on the thinga happening about the military oocimtiott of Burma 
and to prerent the eatabliahment of ^another United Kingdom Oommerolal Cor- 
poration** which would ouat Indian trade conneetiona there. 

Mr. Mohammad Hoosein Haaean Premii (Bombay), aupportlng the reaolntlon, 
aaked that Indiana ahould be aaaociated with the poat-war derelopment of Burma. 

iHmiVS OyBRSBAB 


In a further reaolution moved from the Chair on Indiana abroad, the Federa- 
tion demanded that the Gorernment of India ahould aecure for Indiana in the 
United Btatea righta of citiaenahip, and ne^tiate a tready of commerce and navi- 
gation with the U. 6. A. Goremmeat ao tnat Indian nationale might enjoy a atatna 
that would enable them to carry on trade uniterrupudly in (hat country, llie 
reaolution elao regiatered ita emphatic proteat agaiiiat the anti-Indiaa Peggiag 
legialation of the Union of Boutn Africa, ae it was incouiistent with India*! 
partnership in the British Oommouweeltb and repugnant to the basic ideals lor 
which the war ia being fought. The resolution urged the Government to take 
energetic etepe to give effect to the proviaiona of the Reciprocity Amendment Act 
Dr. N, B, Khare, Member for Indiane Overseas, Government of Indie wee 
present el die meeting during the diieusaion on them two reaolutiona. 

CONBTlTirriOH OF OlLBBBDB COMMITTBB UkOBD 


The Federation also adopted a reaolutioo moved br Mr. Batndat KUaehami 
uiging the Government of India to establish immediately a Central OIlBeedt Com* 
mittee on linca aimilar to those on which the Indian Central Cotton and Jute Oom« 
mitteea are eonatituted. lo that It might be helpful in aafegnardiog the lotermta of 
the producer and rn giving proper guidance to the oilieeda intcreate in the poet- 
TVer Reoonetruction period. The rwdlution also recommeoded that Gorammant 
should give priorities for the import of oilaeeda oruahing machinery to enable the 
fermera to get better value lor hie dlseeds and for retaining oil cake in the 
country*. 

lie* D&vji Ratanai (Bombay) end Mr. JC, L, Nataaimka Rao (Mediae) enp- 
ported the leaolntion. 

Babio Cbbmical Inddbtet 


Moved by Dr. H. Ghoah (Calcutto) and eeconded by P^. Bamid 
tha Federation paased a reaolution deploring the indMbrent ^to^ end me fufnre 
of the Government of India to formulate e co-ordineM plan for etartlng and 
developing the basic chemical induatry in the country both for d^foee POWM 
and for tea healthy progreaa of the cmemical, pbannacentlcal and allied Industriie. 
The resolotlon urged the Government to oonatitata an adviaory md ^ mennlsD- 
inrera to find out weye end mesne of removing the grwanoea of t^ toduetry ^ 
initiate meaeurea for a healthy and wdl-plaaned development of thle eei e n tl a l 
Mnetry* 


iM wBaBunan ew vmus mAmam m oonamm i wnr 


K*s «■ iMinuacB OoMMnM 

!DIni JFidflBiliM coMlndid ■flw iiPO noM MMOliitlQdiiL -qm ob « 

tioB ol lift tad fMtBl inauaBtt tonpuiiti and Hit ote on of eotfle. 

no taam mriodoB, wkMi vat movid bj Mi. JT. sTmS (BotahtyX 
pjtfttttd i^tlatt tlw dntita pitt la Hit niptt at Mag tbt tea wplMble lo 
tilt fsoitt of lift lataiaatt toaiptaMt at aaaoaaetd la tlia tooBBl Ba^^ tl^pdi 


Xlataot Mtaditr aad amd tba QoftroaMmt that la fltv tf ^ ptoaliar 
j tC*lilt lataiaatt aad for tht btiMt of pdUoy-holdtr la gtatial tha laaal- 

JEBMt, whidh 


LU I tC*lilt laaaiaaoa aad for Hit btaaftt of poU 

mam ndt of latoaM*te ahoald ha lovtrtd down to 


-holdtr la 
« pMiii 


mam nit oi latoaM*tas ahoald at lovtrtd down to to| put la tut lapot, whidh 
vat Iht raUag lalt la IMOhIL Tht naoiatioB alto proSeatfid agataat tat atUtadt 
of lBtono4as aathoiltita la dliallovfag gtatral lataiaatt tonpiuilii fma |rana- 
Mag aaioaata to additional itatr? ta at an azpaadltnit laid oat or tzptadtd 
thidly aad tidittdfili for tht porpott of thtir hntIwMt aad vhidh itoorfit wait 
iduolatilf atotttary with a viow to toftring tht tstnundlaaij lUka andartakta hj 
noB'llft iDoavantt tonpaalta. The Fadtratioo viged that mtoait-tas aathoritiea 
ahoald ftr panotta of ooaapatlog tht proita of Boa*lifa tonpaalta allov than 
aaooata tiaaaftrM to additional itatifta at tzptadltoit aoltif latantd te tht 
parpoat of aoming tht pioAtaof baalataa. 

BLAwnraa ov Oattui 

Mr. Framhl Dmtiaram Nai^t itadladoB Inflttd tht pdlatad attandon of the 
Qovtrantat of India to vfht iaditerimlBalB alantd^tar of oatflt la India itr araiy 
nqaiitnenta vhleh coold not bat haft fcrj andtalMilt and mlaoaa tonatqaeneta 
on ogiltidtait aad rnial tooaomf la pardealar, aad tht health and oatrltlon of tht 
nadoa la general. Tht itaoratloii amd that thart ahoald bt a total baa on the 
alaaghitr of aoefol oatUt and the itatriotloDa Inpoatd ao far ahoald alao bt atrletly 
tafoiaad. aad iMaeatad the Qoftrannnt to take atapa lor tbt Improftnent of tattle 
pavtitalarf nltS oatUt la Indli. 


oittb In India. 

Hbm Eifnaa DoUiAE Tool 


Sir JPafMoh<?h^ar^M£MUMthi htoaddrtn .to4ht at^ Marring to 
Iht Shoplit Dollar raoL mH riuO olaoa he vrtlt Mt maeeh the Ffnanea Meadier 
twfl i a naoBn tad that Hia Ma f aitp ^ C Kw ma Mari had M w e d loaet aride oath pear, 
lion MV mvaida, a pnt of the ddNara atenuM Otom ladk^a OKporta to the 
D. B. JL apart Iron and In addition do oar oarBaat dollar legaifaBientB trhieh vtre 
ant fromlha fbavdaa Mte Patl oadar tha BtnlM diiaa arraagcBMota. **While 
miariallag tta Unanoa Mambnla tfltorla la thia^oaotter, I voold Ito to obaeive 
tan ladiaa taiml dollar rofaiiomaata hata, ao far, hen inllT eawmi tom oar 
ova emorta to Iha UEX Mieh« la laet, hafa afen moridad a lafoafable trade 
hdaati k ear trade vhleh the end, ae anoh, thonaaaee Member*! atatennt 

|nMiati^^aj|M am aan oe aad vonid not lo^ and adeqoatriy oMOt India*! 

Thiaona vo Oinwim Phaamurr 


The Padarallon alao odoptod a vara fata Of thaaka r oeerdiag the aarrloea 
itadmd by iha ontgoing FkoridnaX tSr Xathith O hriti a r . Moriag the f ole of 
Mr. X B. Batalfid pold giovlag trlhalaa to the vork of BIr Mntfdah, both 
aa FmaUnt ii to Vetaalra aid la olhor ophnoi la to oaoae of to eonatry aad 
of Coaannoa and iadnalry ia partodar. 



The Indian Science G>ngre88 

Annual Session— New Delhi— 3vd. to 6th. January 1944 

The annual aenion of the Indian Bdenoe CongriM wee opened on the M. 
January 1944 in New Ddhi by H. E. th9 Viceroy. 

The opening proceedings were preceded by a unique function in whiob the 
Gongreee converted itself into a special tneetlng of the Royal Society— the first 
nieetiue of that My ever to be held outside England. Prof. A. V. Hill, Secretary 
of the Society, who had been elcbied Viee-President for the occasion, convoyed 
i'raetinira and goodwill from the Society to scientific men and women in India and 
messages from the Prime Minister, Mr. Ohurohill, Field Marshal SmuU, 
Sir Henry Dale, President of the Society, and Sir Richard Gregory, President of 
the British Association. 

On Prof. HilPs invitation, Dr. Homi Babha and Sir Shaiiti Swarup Bhatnagar. 
two Fellows of the Society who had not yet been formally admitted, signed .the 
obligation on parchments which will be incorporated in the Society's Charter Book, 
rhe special meeting of the Society then terminated. 

H. B. The VIeeroy's Speech 


In opening the Science Congress, H. E. the Viceroy said : 

It is a great privilege to have been present to«day to witness the uniqiie 
ceremony of a meeting ot the Royal Society outside England, to hear the greetings 
nf the President and oilier eminent Fellows to their Indian colleagues and to wit- 
ness the admission of new Fellows to the Society. It may interest you to know 
that it is lust over one hundred years ago since the first representative of SMtern 
science, an Indian gentleman of peat engineering ability, was idmitted to be a 
DMiki Tma nAAMinn ift aiia made memorable bv tha Drssenos 


internatiouai repose, wno naa come w tnum oiwuiim* ■ 

MiSstirti to the United Kingdom ud to Indto with epeci.! rafeiwiM to Indl.'. 
D^lami ol pwt-WK development. Sotonoe-knowledge ehouid mm pem M>d p*o* 
L.U bnt to meee deye of tnrrni^l. even men of ecMoce hive bed to toko e hud 
toltog of deetiuction ud Proleewa Hill U oloMly wmneeted with wu 
iefart . Ihetho hu bem ellowod .t onr lequeet to leeve ftoglud ud com. to 
fSto et Sit time ie e meuue ot to toportuce etteohed to to improvemut of 
th^ntacti betweu eeiutieta to to United Kingdom ud Into 
^ ^ototog to my ceieer bu fitted au u dijtingui^ » nttotog 

«>iaitietB I certeinly heve no ecientifio quelificetirae to to 
uStod coJtoetion' wito to Royel tobgc, « P«f. .Hlil hu told yoto. M; 
irreeUcrendfather end grandfather were both Fellows ; and I was 1*M|7 

to iSieb wo heve toet lutraed. My gteeUgrentother wu I W^e, qulto a 
la wniTO ^ J ^ mineral called wavellite: that it to 
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RWen pride of pl^ end power ec in nneient Efeypt. I think they htveilwnye con- 
tinue to bold n h^h pinoe in the eut ; bnl tn the west nt one period thm was 
Kreat mspicion of the man of science who was clsseed as a Wxroerer, *• wisaid or a 
warlock, hw to practice in secret and was liable to be burnt at tae stake. Since 
thoM to)' ^ general complaint 

^alnM him now might bo that he has |i:oDe too fast for ns ; and has poured out 
inventions quicker then we can assimilate them. A famous English^t wrote 
nearly one hundred years ago that -science moves, but slo^^ slowly erming on 
from point to points Had he written now. I feel that his line would have run 
more lite this ; Scien^ shovm on quickly, quickly, pushing us from post to post ” 
lliere is much to be nid for the old leisnrdy days and the old purely ^vs 
before the Kientist began his assault on space and time. Worse still, his inventions 
have sometimes got into wrong hands. A domineering bully like the Prussian 
been entrusted with an aeroplane , nor an ambitious barbarian 
like the Jap with a battleabip. 

“Still tfiere is no^inf; more noprofitsble tbsn to try to turn bsck the wheels 

‘“P- into the bottle as did the sailor of the 
Arabian Nights. We must go on now and must enlist the help of the scientists to 
control the genpii they have raised, and to bring order into this new world for 
winch they are BO larocly responsible. They have pnt before us possibilities to a 
hcaltnier and more prosperous life, if we can only use their 

gifts ariirot. 

-India, one of the oldest civilisatione, has perhaps felt the impact of modern 
^•lence later and tUM any other great people. A large proportion of her popnla- 
tion still lives the old life iin touted by the vast changes of this century. Her 
if)?'*? I?** r*”?* rather tbsn of the earth. It may be said of the 

hereafter that we took too much from lodia materially and too little 
spiritually. 

.• “u?**^JIL**‘* P*®? P®rt in the world to which her size, her popula- 

tion, her histo^ and her pMition entitle her, she too must make every possible use 
of scientific advancement, hhe has already produced many great scientists, she 
bears ®®*}y fertrie womb. Her contributionB to science have always 

been on the side of mace and progtess. She Has every&ing to gain by combining 
modern science with her old culture ; her traditional outlook should enable her to 
make an increasingly fine snd characteristic contribution to natural knowledisc. 
I ndian science has in m^e a very remarkable stride forward during the last 
years, as is shown by the fonudaHion of many new societies, new journals and 
new departoents of Mieuoe m universitiea and under the Government. 

Jn this war, science has played a great role in India as elsewhere. It has 
made a splendid contribution to maintaining the health of the fighting men. through 
the aclmties of such bodies as the Malaria I^^^^ the Indian I^seari^ P«„d 
Asapciation, the Nutrition Laboratories at Coonoor, and others. It has also played 
an important part in mnnitiona production and in solving problems of supply. As 

ex-Commander-in-Chief, I should like to thank Indian science for iii- 
valuabk aisistonce it has given to the armies in the field. It must play a great 
part also in |)oat-war devriopnenl The coming years will be vital to India. She 
must learn to make use of her abundant resources with the aid of science, which 
is the most international of all human interests. Professor Hill hns himself sniil 
in an address elsewhere I believe that the pnranit of knowledge for the welfaro of 
mankind is one of the grestost agents for goi^will between men in every Jsnd. It 
is in that belief that he w here io«day. 

Thi^ session of the Indian Science Congress has a momentous task to perform* 
to disc ver how best to bring the aid of science to the development of India's 
great resources in agriculture and industry to the improvement of health and to 
social advancement and prosperity. The Science Congress is a body of high renutu 
with a great and growing membership and influence. Gentlemen, I wish all sneoese 
to your delitoatrons. I declare the Congress to be open and ask Piofesscr Btm to 
give his presidential address, (applause). 

Preddentlal Address 

Profeswr S. AT. Bow.^vering the Presidential address on Classical Dstor. 
miniiin and the Quantum The^ said 

Many of us expected ^ that s d^lberate programme of the future scientific 
activities be a feature of the opening speech ^thiS 

Congress. Pandit Jawaharlal had studied the needs of the country, many of our 
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front^rmrtk •cientistr iind iiidnsirialisto hud met muter hja leederiliip not ions 

and fcireii lo queetiont of future reeoaBiruciion mnoti time aiul anxioiiH 
f bomtht. The rwaltii of ihia delibemtiou would bare been invnUmble at the preeeiu 
luomeni. My retn-et is keen that ohaiioe has deprived us of the benefits of a sus- 
t silled and «arefnl study of the problems of the day. I would have liked to prrsciit 
lierr the results, if they were available. Unfortunately they are not as most of the 
i tM>(>rts are inaeceseible to me. 

I would like to present before yon certain aspects of modern physics and draw 
your attention to the profound changes in the principle of siMiMiiific explanation of 
natural phenomena brought about by the quantum theory. Tlic last fifty years 
record remarkable discoveriei. I need only mention the electron, X^raya and Radio- 
activity to remind yon of the increase of our knowledge. Our equipment baa 
rained in power, range and accuracy. We tH>afiess powerful teleacopr:s to scan the 
lurtbest corners of the noiveree ; also precise and delicate instruments to pre^hc 
into the interior of the atoms and molecules. The alchemists’ dream of traiismutr.- 
lion has become a reality. Atoms are now disintegrated and synthesised. X-rav 
reveals invisible worlds and wireless links up the furthest ends of the esrth with 
possibility of immediate inter-oommunicatioo. These discoveries hsve their reper- 
cussions in the realm of ideas. Fifty years sgo the belief in causality and deter- 
mination was absolute. To-day physicists have gained knowledge but lost 
their faith. 


Tub New Tbborieb 

After describing the modification of classical physics by the discoveries ui 
Kinstcin and others, Prof. Bose continued : 

The new ideas hsve found application in difTerent branches of physics. Dis- 
continuous quantum pro c es s es fnrniahed solutions to many puzzles. Suitably modified, 
ilm theory furnished a reasonable explanation of the periodic classification of 
elements and thermal behaviour of substances at low tempest ure. There was 
^ otrever one striking feature. It was apparently impossible to characterise the 
details of the actual transition processes from one statiouary state to another, that 
is, to vianaliae it as a continnoua sequence of changes determined by any law as yet 
iiiidiS(M)versd. It liecame clear that the dynamical laws os well as the laws of 
• icidrrimagiietism failed to account for atomic processes. New laws had to be 
sought out compatible with the quantum theory capable at the same time of 
t'xpUining the rich experimental materials of classical physics, Rohr and his pupils 
utilised for a time a correspondence principle, guessing correct lows for atomic 
iirot^esses from analogy with the results of As classical theory. Jn every case these 
apiieared ai statistical laws concerned with the probabilities of transition between 
the various atomic states. Einstein tackled the problem of tbc equilibrium of matter 
und radiation of the baais of certain bypothes.s regarding the probabilities of transi- 
tion between the various states by obsorption and emission. A deiivatiou of the 
Planck Law was obtained by Bose by a suitable modification of the methods of 
classical statistics. Heisenberg finally arrlv^ at a satisfactory solution and dii- 
corered his matrix-mechanics and a general mctliod ior all atomic problems, 
liirnc and ^‘ebrodinger also published simultaneously their indeiwiidcnt solutions. 

1 bough clothed in apparently disaimilar mathematical symbols three th^ries 
g:»ve identical results and have now come to be looked upon ns difrereut formalisms 
expressing the sime statistical laws. . . ^ . 

”I have mentioned that the photon gave a simple explsnation of many of the 
properties of radiation and thereby presented its corpuscular aspect while the well- 
known properties of interference and sutwrposibility brought out its wave cmaracter. 
That the same dual nature may exist in ell matcnsl corputclcs was first imagined 
by Do Broglie. His phase-waves found quick experimental verification, and raised 
a similar problem of the real nature of the corpuscle. The fprroulatipn of wave- 
mechsnics by Schrodinger, one raised a hope that by a radical niodificatioo of our 
usual ideas about the corpuscle it might be possible to re-establish the law of 
cAusality and classical determinism. {Subsequent developments ha%*c shown such 


, 

siolnid representation of a phqse-spac« and arc just as incapable of cxplsining the 
individualtty of the electron, as the photon is incapable of explaininc the *UMr- 
poslbility of the field. The true meaning of his equations appears lu their statistical 
iiiter^irtation. _ 

Statistical Determinism 

•The adhefents of the quantum theory intTpret the equations in a peculw 
way. They maintain that these equations make statements about the behaviour of 
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ft limplft fttom ftftd nothing nm thnn ft edenktion of tho prabftbilitiM of tiMuitioQ 
bfttwftio Iti diioient StotM it evor noMible* Thm It noUidng ineompnimible 
•boat tneh • otftNoticftl low eYOO if it lolftteo to tho bohstionr of • liiiglo portideb 
Eat ft follower of determinism wiii interpret sneh stetemento as b etr ay i ng impact 
knowledge, either of the ettendent eirenmetsDcee or of the elementary Iftwe. We 
mey remd the throws when h eertein die ie eeot n large nnmbar of tiinee end 
errife al • etetiotieftl lew which will tell ne how many times ont of • thooiend it 
will fftli on ft certain side. But If we can take into eeeonnt the eioet location of 
its centre of gravityt all the ciicnmetancee of the throw, the iattfd reioelty, the 
resletanoe of the table and the air and erery other peeniiari^ that may affiKt it, 
there ean be no question of chance, becanse eadi time we can reckon where the 
die will atop and know In what position it will-^ rest It la Eie saaortlnn of the 
impossibility of eren eonedving each elementary determining laws te the atomic 
system that is disconcerting to the classical physicist 

**It la clear that a complete acceptance of all the recent condnaiono of the 
phyddata would mean a complete break with the ancient accepted piindples of 
sclantide explanation. Oanaality and the universal laws are to be thrown aimnl- 
tanaottdy overboard. These assertions are so revolutionary that no wonder, they 
have forced physidats to opposing camps. There are some who look upon canadity 
as an indispensable postulate for all scientific activities. The inabflity to apply ft 
consistently because of the limitations of the present state of human knowledge 
would not Justify a total denial of its existence. . Granted that physles has out- 
grown the stage of a mechanistic formulation of the principle they assert that it is 
now the task of scientists to seek for a better formulation. Othos of tlm opposing 
camp look upon old determinism as an inhuman conception, not only because ft 
seta up an impouible ideal, but also as it forces man to a fatalistic attitude which 
rewards humanity as inanimate automata In the hands of an iron law of causation. 
For them the new theory has humanised physics. The quantum statistical con- 
ception of determinism nestles closer to reality and aubstitutes a naspable truth 
for an inaccessible ided. The theory has brought hope and inapInB activity. It 
constitutes a tremendous step towards the understanding of nature. The features of 
the present theory may not all be familiar but use will remove the initial pr^udlce. 
We are not to impose our reason and philosophy on nature. Our philosophy and 
our logic evolve and adjust themsdves more and more to reality. 

Sir Nanriee Owner’s tribule 


Sir Maurice Owuer, Vice-Gbancdlor, Delhi Univerdty, requesting the Yfoeroy 
to open the Indian Science Oongress, said: "Indian science has diesdy 
achieved a position second to none in the world, and Indian men of science have 
it in their power to make a contribution to the future welfare of India dmost 
beyond human computation. They can transform the face of India, ttiey can 
multiply ito wedth, they can solve the problems of ignorance and poverty : and who 
knows whether they may not even be able to solve the most intractable of all, 
India’s constitutional problems f It is the earnest prayer of dl who have Eie 
happineas and wdfare of this country at heart that these problems surveyed in the 
calm and serene atmosphere of science by men oonseersM to the search for truth 
and nothing but the truth with minds free from prejudice and ifias, may find a 
solution, or at least the b^nninga of a solution at the meetinn this week in Delhi.** 
Lmt-Generd Sir Clarence Bird^ Master General of Ordnance^ gave a brief 
outline of the work of the M. G. O’s branch in its scientific aspects and emphasised 
that the Ordnance S^ces had contributed their onota to the development of ladinl- 
que in Indian industries to their permanent benefit. Be gave the example of the 
devdopment of the dlk parachute and oakL, his departaient felt that in this it had 
* I a veal contribution to the future of the Indian dlk industry. The Dqja^ 


bad dio bdped many of the smdler meld bidualdea to devdop i 

foimwdy wets Imputed, 

Piei A. Y. mi’a Bpeedi 

Frofcoaor A. F. Sill, Beoretary of the Boyd Society, in his i 

TuTiTa very apeeid! Indeed a unkue,pccad^ aa damdy gn 

the Indian SdeM Aaaooiatim and to antMto in nE kgi 

it. With your peradaripnJKi. I now dedaietlila great meeting to bet loe 
a meeting of the Boyd Sodety. 

m I Iw liOBdM io Nofonte, tba Fimitet nd OmwcO «t A, Bavd 
iMind M to MBTV to A, wiwtUle mm «i4 Mato.of bdto Adt 
bNp nd goodwin: ud A. Pwidat uM m, w Ui bAtH aA ' 
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aiMiocIfej, tocmfoM if pQiriUi,« t|M^ Bo|il Boeiili for the 

9BrpQM.^Tliot podbllllf hot boeomo o raOity by Um mrtiiy of the Indiaii 


Menoe Oongrm whleh See alhnved Ite inengore) oereniony to be deferred, for 
■hort lor the purpote. At thie meeting of the Royel Society the eeit meioriiy 
of thoM preeent ere, for the moment, gueetc $ but there ere in feet eeveml FAlowe 
of the Society here to-dey. end His Mejesty the Aing, the Fbtron of the Society, 
ie lepreientra by H. K. the Viceioy—who is not nnconnected by inheritenoe with 
the Society. Moreover, meny Fellows end foreign members of the Society, soetterrd 
over most of the eerth elthonish more conosntreted in the United Kingdom, will be 
present with ns in spirit et this meeting, end will wermly epprove the purpose of 
goodwill end comrsaeship in the '*Boieii tide endeavour for whicsh it is csllA : end I 
am snre that there ere a good many future Fellows of the Royal Society here 
present, for the moment as guests. 

This occasion is unique in the fact that for the 6rst time in its 281 years the 
Royal Society is holding a meeting outside England. At the beginning of the present 
wiir, the Society held a few meetings in Cambridge, and a few years ago a vi*ry 
B|XH*ial meeting was held in his home in London to admit to foreign membership s 
very distingniAed refugee from Nasi persecution. Dr. Sigmund Freud, whose health 
did not allow him to present himself at the Society’s headquarters for the ceremony. 
Apart, however, from those few oooaaions, our meetings have never been held out- 
side out own apartments. 

I mentioned the special admission of Dr. Freud. The Society, which hsR s 
ptons care for its records and traditions, has been rather concerned of late for the 
fact that too many of the great men who have been members of its Fellowship, 
have been unable to attend a meeting to be admitted and to sign the historic 
Charter Book, which contains the aigostnre of the vast majority of its Fellows for 
the last 281 years. The great Louis Pasteur was among those and also the first 
Indian to be elected (in 1841) Ardeshir Cursetjee, With the eipansion of science 
more and more of the Fellows tend to be elected in parts of the British common- 
wealth far distant from London, and at the present time there are four Indian 
F. H. S.'s who have as yet been unable to attend a meeting for admission and to 
sign the Charter Book and Obligation. The President has asked me, on his behalf, 
to admit such of this four Fellows as are able to be present to*day and to obtain 
their signatures on a special sheet of parchment to be included later in the Charter 
Book. This 1 propose to do at the close of my remarks. He has appointed me 
formally a Vice-President to act for him in this. 

Prof. Hill then read the letter BIr Henry Dale, the president of the Royal 
Society, to the President of the Indian Science Congress in which he had expressed 
bis earnest hope that Prof. UiU's visit to India would strengthen the bonds of 
understanding and true comradeship between Indian and British men of science. 
He also read other letters from Fellows of the Royal Society which expressed the 
same hope including those of Sir Richard Gregory, the President of the British 
Association for the advancement of science and formerly Editor of Nature, Field 
Marshal Smuts and Mr. Churchill, 

Mr. GhurchiH’s message, sending greetings and good wishes to Indian men of 
science and esiiecially to the six Indian fellows of the Royal Society, said ; "Science 
has given to this generation the means of unlimited disaster or of unlimited pro- 
gress. When this war is won, we shall have averted disaster. There will remain 
the grepter task of directing knowledge lastingly towards the purposes, of peace and 
human good. In this task, the scientists of the world, united by the bond of s 
single purpose which overrides sll bounds of rsce and language can play a leading 

Vrof. ^ill^ said : There is no qualification at all, nor any limit, to the desire 
of their British colleagues for intimate co-operation with the scientific J^Pjs of 

India, in the common . tasks, first of improving natural knowMge (wttieb is the 

age-long function of the Royal Society) and secona of applying toe kMwIedge so 
won to Auman Mterment. And— if 1 may dare to sty so— in oollaboratioj^ as we 
can so easily do, in these ways, we may learn perhaps to collaborate more effectively 

in ^ ^ Qbllgatlon to be signed by Fellows at toe Rpysl 

hereunto subscribed, do bmby fa?*1[mn5o^ 

we will endeavour to promote toe Good ^^^^rw^fonm£d * 

ring Natural Knowledge ; and to pntsne tor whito^ wjw 

That we will be present at too meetings oi the Society, as oftmi as convenien y 
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CM, ciptciftlly ftt tlie •DDiTflmurj daetiont, and 
that we will dbime the Stetntca aad Olden of 


‘S? 


laid 8oele^. Piovide^ 


wbeoeoem aay tee of oa, ehall elgaify to the PreaideBL under hie 

' ' ^ -‘iMfiee from thiiOblltetioii for 


deiinth to withdraw from the Boeletj, he ahall 
the future.** 

Prof. Hill, in eoneioakm, laid that the number of thoee who had eignided 
the Preeident under their hand that they dedre to withdraw from the Boeiety 
to uie a matbematleal term, ▼aniahingly amalL 


that 

he 


to 


Bn^eeilaf A Metallnify B ee t ien 

*'It ii reieareh, and nothing elee, that ean dardop onr induetriee and im|)ro?e 
our agricultnie. To-day. reaeareh ie progreea. reaeaieh b life^** aaid Mr. J. J. Ghandp, 
in hia preaidential addreia to the aeetion of Engineering and Metallurgy at the 
In^Uan Bcienoe OongreaB on the 5fh. Jannm 1044. 

Dealing with the queation of induatrial reaeareh in India, Mr. Ghandy aaid 
that apa^t uom the inadequately ataffed, official acientifie aerrioea and a mere haodfui 
of reaeareh inatitntaa and eommitteea and engineering oollegaa, India had had few 
f acilitiea for reaeareh in the naat The Departmout of Smtifie and Indoatrial 
Baaaareh waa only a ereatite of thia war and euffered from many handieapa. The 
hour had eome when we mnat plan national reaeareh on national linea or abandon 
all hqpaa for the future. ^ ^ 

lu erery adranoed induatrial eonniry of the Weal, Induatrial reaaaroh waa 
foater^ by State bodiea, obaerred Mr. Ohandy. There wa:. alwaya the doaeat 
liaiaon between Government, the nniveraity and the factory in the fnrtheranee of 
aciantific and induatrial reaeareh. For furthering reaeareh in India, he anggested 
that the eziating Department of Scientific and Induatrial Reaeareh. conaiating of a 
Remrch Oouneil and a Board and a Reaeareh Utiliaation Gommittee should be 
de-politiciaed, and ita membership enlarged ao as to inelude repraaeutaiivea of all 
branches of acienoe* The Cbunoil should only lay down policy and co-ordinata the 
work of the technically subservient bodies, corresponding in its functions to the 
Committee of the Privy Council lor Scientific and Industrial Research in England. 
The Board and the (bmmittee, both aided by chains of Oommittees, should plan 
national research in close collaboration, under the general direction of the parent 
Council. The Board should concern itself with the acientifie aspect^ and the 
Committee with the induatrial aspect, of the planning of a national programme and 
its direction and execution. 

For children, aaid Mr. Ohandy, 'Pioneer Palaces* on the Russian model, 
equipped with science laboratories, should be set up ; and for adults, facilities for 
scientific research at the universities and for technological training should bo 
extended. The vocational, practical training of science students in the workshop ol 
private companies and the railways should be arranged, to make the science students 
sbop-mindea. Industries should set up their own researoh laboratories, if they can 
afford them, or combine together and foster co-operative research like the Iron and 
Steel Industrial Research Council in England ; arrange part-time technical instruc- 
tion for the average factory worker, who Is the eventual agent for the application 
of research to industry ; and stimulate the growth of an industrial fellowship plan 
on the American model. The daily, non-technical press in addition to the technical 
press, exhibitions, the film and the radio should be fully exploited for the general 
dissemination of scientific intelligence. 


Agriealtnral Seieneea Beetion 

In his presidential address to the Section of Agrienltnral Sciences on the 6th. 
January, Rao Bahadur Dr. D. F. Bal dealt with some aspects of the present aud 
post-war food production in India. 

Dr. Bal said that various problems connected with the present and future 
food production In India had bMo broadly surveyed. It bad bm shown that on 
the basis of 1938-40 figures regarding the area under cereal eropa In British India, 
the quantity ol cereal food grains available for human consumption came to 53.2 
million tons. Average requirements in respect of cereal food grains per head per 
day came to about lb, on the assumption that out of the minimum requirement 
of 2,600 caloriea, about 275 calories were derived from olio, pulses and vegetables 
and 1} lb, If the total calorific requirements as shown by different diet surveys were 
to be derived chiefly from cereals only. According to the recent census figures the 
total quantity of cereal food grains required, would thus come to 57B to 67.5 
million tons which was higher by 4.6 or 14A million tons respectively than what 
the land eonld normndly be expected to produce under existing systems of eiop 
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foodoetioD ; in other voidf. tho proMot prodnetion would hm to be retted bv a6 
to 26B per cent in order to meet the mlnimnm food leiiaiTeniente of the exiedne 
popnletioo. It wee thne ofident thet leering eeide qaeetione like birth eontrol end 
other neeeoree for ehceting the growth of i^pulation, our immediete need wee to 
iiiereeee food ptodnokioD to the mezimnm extent poieible epert from the cconomio 
feetore governing crop prodoetion. 

Dr. Bal mede the following euggeeUone for increeeing food production. Com- 
preheneive eohemee ^uld be drawn op for the pnrpoee ot oonetruciioii of wclle in 
ereee poeoeeBing ehellow water table ae wdl ae conatruction of bunda and draine 
and the State abould make Bn£|oieDt funda available at low ratea of inti*real^ toK< - 
ther with a proviaion for adequate anbaldka and eaay inatalmenta for the rc|)aynitnl 
nf loana. Preparation of compoata from farm waalea by the cultivatora and pre- 
paration of compoata from town refnae and nightaoii in urban arena ahould be 
encouraged and the latter ahould in the firat inatenoe, be iasued free to the ciihi- 
vatora and in additloD amall eaah paymenta might alao be made to partinlly cover 
the ex^nditure ineur^ in earting me manure from urban areas to the field. 
F.xtcoaive cultivation of leguminoua crops was alao of urgent and vital tnnee 
both from the point of recuperation of aoU fertility and improvement of the existing 
lU-balanced diet of the people. Efforta ahould be made to increase seed mnl- 
tipliuation centres in order to meet the demapda of the ouliivaiors for improved 
aeeda of various crops. Suitable agencies on a regional baaia ahould ht estahliahed 
to deal with the diaeaaeB of crops and adequate storage facilitiea abould be provided 
for, to protect the produce from the attack of inaeeta, rata etc. Since the existing 
supplies of fodder and the area under paaturea were inadequate the practice oi 
breaking up fallow land should be adopted with very great caution aa it was likely 
to increase the competition between the cultivators and their cattle. Fortunately 
for US, if better methoda of cultivntioo and manuring were adopted, it wma fMMaible 
to iiicreaae the food production by 25 to 33 per cent so as to adequately meet the 
food requirements of the population of the eonntry. In view of the fact that it 
waa obligatory on the part of the State to ensure minimum requlrementa in reafwct 
of food and clothing to every individual oltlsen, there waa no reason why a portion 
of the increasing industrial and commercial income ahould not be utillfskl in giving 
relief in the form of aubsidlea to the enltivatora should the business of crop 
production vi$^a-vi$ industrial manufacture of finished articles become uneconomic 
or un remunerative. 

Referring to the question of long range problems relating to food production, 
Dr. Bal atreiwed the ncceasaity lor oonducting properly planned experiments to 
determine mnximum crop production capacity of soils for training a large number 
of young persona for ataDiliaing incomea of agricultural labourers and cuUivntora 
and for prevention of fragmentation of holdings. He also auggeated oolonisaiion 
of new area and utiliaatioo of demobilised soldiers and various motor vehicles and 
tanka at present employed for war work. 

In cjnclnaion. Dr. Bal urged that all the forca at our diapoal must tm 
harneaaed together in order to incresM the production of food in India, not only tf> 
meet her preeent xequiremeota but to banlah the problem of food deficiency for all 
time to come. 

Payekolegy ft Edmatlonal Sefenee Seetlon 

Prealding over the tiection of the Paycbology and Educational Science of the 
Indian Science Gongraa on the fith. January, Mr. John Sargent, Educational 
OommiMionet with the Government of India surveyed the poeition of education in 
India and at forth a plan of national education. 

Discotting the natnre of the changa that are called for and what is the 
minimnm programme of development which will place India on an approximate 
educntional level with other countria Hr. Sargent stated that the following were 
the foeotial nqniramente 

(1) Univenal eompulaory and ine education for all boys and girls from the 
age ol five os six until 14, in order to ensure literacy and the minimum pceparetion 
for mtizenihip. 

<2) A naaonable proviaion of education betora the eompulaory age for aohool 
attenmiiice in the form of nursery aehools and elaaaea. This is importaDt mainly 
in the inteceat of health pmticnlarly in area where hopaing conditions era 

^‘^^fl^Seoemdary Of hi^ sdiool education for thow children who show the 
•euMdtv for beneft&g by it. Probably to aath^ this requirement provi^ ebould 
bcMde nitiaateiy » oigh aebooli cl varloiis tjpa for not lea than 20 per eent 
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of dw boft nd in e>di ■M-Rioiip. Vaiiito M ^ 

anri^ of inttrUiial leboolf to CMtnttol to mm the wjing tMtw o^opUtudci 
of the individiial pnpito on the one hnnd end the leqniMMte of tMt fntaie 
on the other. In eddition, eo that no bo; or girl of onlatending ability 
ine;% debarred by porerty from further edneetion, liberal finnnoial aariatence in 
the form of free placaa, aeholerehipa and atipende must be fo^omine. 

(4) Untoerdty edneetion. ineloding poetgraduete and reaeeroh tecilltiea for 
nieked atndante. It to diffienit to fix a qnantitetWe atandaid here but probably 
when a High School ayatem aa contemplated above baa beeo fnlly eatabliahed, about 
one onpll In every 15 abonld be found flt to proceed to a Univeraity. , , 

(5) Technicftli oommereial and art educAtion. The amount, type end location 
of thie will neoetBarily be determined to a large extent by the requirements oi 

industry and commerce# * 

(6) Adult education* both vocational and non* vocational of all kinds and 
Htsndatds to meet the needs of those who were denied adequate opportunities in their 
esrlier years or recognise the importance of aupplcmenting what they then received. 

(7) Arrangements for tfaiuing the vast army of teachers which a system of 

this kind will require. . . au a u-u 

(8) An efficient school medical service which will see that children are made 

healthy and kept healthy. Thii means treatment as well as inspection and the 
provision of proper nourishment in necessitous cases. It is a waste of time and 
money to try to teach a child who is underfed or conscious in other ways of seriocK 
physical discomfort. Health alao postulates the provision of hygienic buildings in 
Buiteble snrronndings, the right kind of fnrniture and equipment and ample facilities 
for physical training and gamca. ^ , u i v 

(9) Special schoola for children suffering from mental or physical handicsrs. 

(10) Recreational facilities of all kinds to satisfy the craving for corporntc 

activity and to counteract the drabness of the conditions in which so large a part 
of the Indian people otherwise spend their lives. ^ ^ 

(11) Employment Bureaux, to guide school and college leavers into prolitable 
employment and so far as possible to adjust the outout of the schools to the capacity 

of the labour market u ,1 i .. j 

(12) Ad administrative system which will place initiative and authority in the 
hands of those who understand and care about education. 

Defects in the System 


Mr. Sargent^ proceeding to examine the defect of the present system, pointed 
out that in the lower ranges, in the absence of compulsion, 80 per cent of the 
studenta lapsed back into illiteracy. In regard to high school education, admission 
was determined by ability to pay fees rather than by intellectual promise of the 
student. The curriculum was determined by the requirement of university matiicii- 
latioD and offered hardly any facilitiee for pupils, who sought employment in indus- 
trial or commercial occupationa. Indian universities did not make any serious 
attempt to relate their output to the needs of the community. Their examination 
aystem did not encourage original thinking and real scholarship and their organisa- 
tion faiM to secure personal contact between students and teachers. There were 
few openings in industry and commerce and to the technically trained Indians 
opportunities were still more limited by the practice of filling better openings by 
import^ technicians. School medical service was d^ective, in that there was 
provision only for insp^tion, not treatment and that children were not supplied 
with the requisite nourishment. . , . , , .... 

Regarding equipment, the leas aaid the better, observed Mr. fSargent ; at any 
rate in the lower stages of Indian education, buildinga, equipment, playgrounds and 
BO on regarded as esaential to any proper school. BcouUng fiourished in ceuiiin 
areas, but there was no co-ordination of extramural corporate activUieB. Hie Indian 
education system, moreover, made no attempt whatever to musket the articles it 
produced. In the aphere of administration, if a national ayatem to be introduced 
within a reasonable period it would have to be not mer^ iubsidiaed but also 
stimulated and co-ordinated from the centre through a atrobg Education Depart- 
ment in the Oentiil Government 

Paaaing on to the queatlon of educational finance, Hr. pointed out that 

whereaa in England and Walea, the educational expewtnre, per head waa Rs. 
3‘*-2-0 in India it waa but 8 as. and 9 ps. Allowing iflir aaeale of salary in primnry 
schoola lor aaslatanto of Ba. 80 Jto Ba. 50 with free honaea or lant allowance and of 
Ra. 40 to Ba. 80 in peapeet of vernacular middle dr aenlor baaio schoola and of Rs. 
75 to Ba. 150 for giadnatai^ Hr. Sargent calculated that the total ealaiy bill for 
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MU Indte would omonnt to Rs. Ifl&Tl enom, indoding aamenditam cm mdieil 
ienloi, employnait bononii^ booing foatb aovomont^ odvll odiiMttoii, tratniiig of 
toMbon, Om ezpenditafe would oomo to Bo. 318 ciont hr BriU Indio ond 417 
mrei lor the wbole of Indio. In leepeet of BriU Indio eotinioting lor on ineono 
horn leei ond eimilor eonroee of Be. 93.66 erarei the deficit to be met from public 
lon^ in Britieh Indio omounM to Be. 8774 croreo, Mr. 6«gent etotod Uut it 
BtlfPl M p^ble to finoDoe thie bj eorlnge thot moy be expected In expenditure 
on defence by diverting the enrplne of rdigiono bodiee to edncotlon ond by other 
meone. 

^ - “All or Notbihg* 

OoDoludlng, Mr. Sargent eoid, “Moet of the motn llnee of devdopment hove 
olreodj been loid down by the Oentrol Advisory Boord but even lo, given the will 
ond given the funds it would in my opinion toke ot Icest 35 to 40 yeors to estoUish 
the sort of educetionol evstem which noi been outlined in this poper. The work 
might be eprcod over 8 five-yeor progrommes. The first would be devoted mdniy 
to working out plons in detsils, reorgonising the odministrotive system ond setting 
up the Training Schools and Oolleges neoessory to provide the teachers requiiea. 
During each of the seven subsequent periods an area roughly Muivalent to one- 
seventh of the area of each Province would be taken in hand. It will be about 10 
years after the end of this period before the full incidence of the cost of educational 
reconstruction will be felt. By that timci it is possible that the industdal develop- 
ment to which many look for raising the standard of living in India to o level 
which will enable her to finance essential services out of her own resources, may 
have become an accomplished fact. Moreover, as education spreads among the 
rural population, there is reason to hope that it may lead to the abandoning of 
those superstitione and prejudices whicn for centuries have bung like milletones 
round the neck of the Indian peasant. A competent observer has estimated tiiat 
with the removal of these the standard of living among agriculturists might be 
raised by as much as 100 per cent. Others are even more optimistic. If there are 
any such prospects, they would more than justifv an immediate loan of such a size 
as would enable a start to be made at once with educational reconstruction on the 
scale which I have advocated. It is in the world’s interest as much as India’s 
that thia should be done and done quickly. People like myself who believe that 

S iven the chance the human race, not excluding ludiane, is capable of progress, 
nd it difficult to understand why if money in any quantity can be raifrad in war 
time the same cannot be done in peace-time for what may be a still more world- 
saving purpose. The object of this poper is to throw down a challenge to sli those 
who bare the real welfare of India at heart. The question it propounds is as simple 
as it it urgent. What is not less important, it would appear In my bumble opinion 
to transcend all political controversies. Federation will not answer it, nor Dominion 
Status nor Ron -violence, nor Pakistan. But the right answer to it may provide 
the right answer to all these. If my preroises are accepted there can be no half-way 
houses between what is and what ought to be. It is all or nothing. All means 
expenditure on a scale which may frighten those who have defended inertia on the 
ground that India is too poor to have what other countries enjoy. Anything leas 
than all means — and there is no evading this conclusion — that India accepts a 
position of permanent inferiority in the society of civilised nations.” 

Botany Section 

In his presidential address to the Section of Botany of the Indian Science Congress 
on the 6tb. January, Mr. T. S, Sabnia dealt with tiie recent progress In the various 
fields of botany wito special reference to economic plan ta. During the last three 
or four genera&ons, he said, the progress made in improving the onmeroue planta 
•nd animals which provide ns with food, clothing and ornament had been astound- 
ing. The progress schieved by the non-scientific methods in earlier centuries was 
no doubt good, but it conld hardly have stood the strain of the modern roli^ 
problems and helped to latiafy the industrial and commer^l requixements of to-day. 

The lecturer said that one development of botany bad been plant ecology, that 
is. that branch of botany which dealt with the effiecta which the varies envton- 
mental factore produced upon plants. In dealing with the problem of controlling 
vegetation, dther lor agriculture, forectry or for the improvement of firaealand pfapt 
ecology, by inveatlgating the fundamental laws eonemlng growth of plants in 
relation to the environmental factors, would be of much help. „ 

Much attention had lately been paid to one of tbeee ^tors, namely, light M 
eubieeting plants to contndted illuminatioD, and eom^es. wlm necMm. by 
ai^oially giving them additional IllominaUon, the growth penodeof oropehad been 
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■Mikwllj dunged. Urat meUag poedble entda biMdiag ezperinentt. The informe- 
ikm Meued wns, befidiu, nnefiil to tbo agrieoltarlat ana the bortienUiiiItt in their 
efttemnU to grow plente in new enfironmentik dUferant from thoM to which the 
plMiii bdODged. 

The stody of reeponee of plente to difTeient temperetniee hed led to the prooeu 
origineted by KONian •clentiate end now known ea Temelieetion, which eonaiated 
of fo the aeeda oertein temperetnre treetments. Vemelisetion had enabled 
Bnaiie to grow Inzuriant crops of winter wheat in areas in which it was formerly 
impossible to grow it aneceasfnlly. Thns the process had enabled agricaltnrists to 
triumph o?er Nature's climatic barriers. A greet deal of work in this direction was 
now being done in the different countries. 

Anouer factor which stimulated plant nrowth resided In the plant Itself but 
it was discovered only recently, said Mr. Sabpis. It was known as the growth 
regulator and was something like the growth hormones of the animals in nature. 
Preparations of plant growth regulators were now being used for stimulating the 
rooting of plant cuttings or seedlings which were normally found difficult to be 
propagated. Researches on the nutrition of plants had led to the discovery of the 
important role which some of the elements played in the life of most plants. These 
elements were required only in traces, yet they were essential. Their deficiency was 
at times responsible for failure of vaat crops, but with the knowledge gained the 
crops could now be saved by supplying the deficiency. 

Medical A Veterinary Section 

In his presidential address to the Section of Medical and Veterinary Sciences at the 
Indian Science Congress on the 6th. January, Dr. iT. K. Kriahnan dealt with the subject 
of medical education in India and made suggestions for improvement in certain 
directions. On the standard of medical education reached in any country, he aald, 
largely depended the aoundnesa of the medical men, the efficiency of medical aervice 
provided i^ Government end its usefulness to the community. 

In Indis, ssid Dr. Erishnsn. they had a dual standard of medical education, 
medical schools turning out licentiates who are men of a lower atandard and 
medical collegea producing university graduates who are men of a higher standard. 
With the eiception of India and Russia, there was no other country in the world 
which retained this dual standard. Russia was fast trying to abolish the lower 
standard and he hoped in the very near future Indis, too, would be having only 
medial collages and no schools. 

In considering the needs of medical education of a country, almost the first 
question that arose was **are there a sufficient number of medical institutiona 
producing the requisite number of medical men ?*’ The standard aimed at in 
western countries wss to have enough medical colleges so that there would at least 
be one qualified doctor for every 1,000 of the population. According to this stan- 
dard, India should have at least 400,000 doctors or ten times the preaent number, 
llie ten medical colleges and 27 medical achoola in eziatenoe in India were jointly 
producing every year about 1,700 new doctors. Uoleaa some practicable plan waa 
put forward to hasten production (without lowering the atandard and without 
eonsiderabllB extra cost) there seemea to be no hope of solving the question of 
Inadequaey of doctors in tha near future. 

Frooeedine Dr. Kri^nan said that India waa predominantly a rural country ; 
05 per cent of her vast population lived in rural areaa. The majority of these 
received little or no medical aid. The majority of > the doctora produoM in our 
coHegea were averse to Mttling down In rural areas for one resson or another. 
The lew that do are unable to cater to the special requirements of the rural people 
and to adopt themselvea to the conditions of the villsgss for long. This unfor- 
tunate situation is due to a number of faetora one of which is that our colleges 
do not piodooe the right type of rural medical practitioners. Only if and when 
they produce thia apeoial type tbev would be conddered as having catered to the 
country's needa. What Is needed la a band of doctors with true missionary zeal, 
with genuine rural hias^ with proper understanding of the divemi rural problems, 
mediosl and non-medical, and with high humanitarian ideals, who will be content 
to devote their Uvea and knowledge at leaat for a set pericd to the service of the 
people for a small rsward. The coun^ needs and demands such a band of sdflsas 
workars and it Is not diffienlt to constitute that band if one goea about In the 
right way. It Is the duty of our medical colleges to arieet the right type of men, 
train them suitabW and make them available to the rural pewle who badly need 
them. It can be doae even under the present economic eomutiona and available 
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_ -7^:3— .*“?**’*?!■* ®* ■wdled tdMtttM k the oonstry, 

Sr. XnrtMii stNiMd th« owl lor oiMliiDg mopoc pootgrodmie eonnoo te ou 
am ptt^ftTly for th« iQsn^ pcMtttetf. Wfieio our oduefttloiiil InttlUitloiit 
Mla^ Uww it WM the dalj of ow Mdieel enooietloiiB to itep in. AdvMioe]nei»t 
of lolraee eoald only be eb^ed throogh men with e eeientifie bent of mind. It 
^ medicid eollegee to prodaoe euoh men throngh 
indheion of leBeereh pragnunmM In ednonUon. The hbniy wee e aitel pert ofe 
medkal' eolleise. A well eeleeted eolteetkm of books, monogrephe end periodieele 
wering es eompletelj ee possible the entire fidd of medicine wee e neeeesitv both 
for tM student end the steC *Here mention mey be mode ebont the nei» for 
text books oonteining Indien dete end reference to Indien problems** seid the 
leetoitt.. "At Ae eonntr; while being highly reloeble in oertein reepeets leek in- 
tometion on loeel problems thet thelEndien medlcel student will be pet^enlerly 
interested in. If the professon of oar medieel edleges would only teke the trouble 
to write sniteble text books end inooxpoiete in them ell erelleblo Indien dete end 
thdr ^n pemnel experience e long-felt genuine demend will be soon setisded.** 

Dr. JCnskaon elso leid empheus on the importence of prodding edifquete 
eiinioel fsellitiso lor teeohing purposes. **Here It will not be Irrderent for me to 
drew your ettention to one of the eritiolime thet Is being levelled et our recent 
greduetee by the eenior members of the profeeeion nemely, thet the greduetes 
nowdeye ere too much dependent on. leboretory, X-rey end other findinjn end ton 
little on the reeulte of their own eiinioel dbservetione*', he observed. “From per- 
sonel knowledge of leverel of our recent products I feel thst this is s very true 
snd Juit critieiem which our medicsl coll^ee would do well to note. Although-, in 
OUT edneetionel progremme we should end do rightly stress the importeuoe of* the 
ooientiftc method of spproeeh to medicinep It dose not meen thet we would be 
instified in negleuting or in even laying lees emphesis on the clinicei methode of 
exeminetion. One of the eeneeo of unpopulerity of western medicine emong the 
Indien meeeee is thet it is too expensive ; epert from the cost of medicinee, there 
is not only the doctors* fees to pey but elso the fees to tiie bsoterlolcgist the bio- 
ehemiet end the rediologist. I do not sey for e moment thet we enouid in our 
prectiee of medicine elt^ether omit resorting to leboretory elds, Ou the ground 
thet they are costly. But I do sey et the seme time that it is our duty to con- 
sider ^our ^patients' purse end to enggest these elds only when- they ere ebiolutely 

Dr. JCrishnan enggested two reforme rdetiug to the iuetruotlonel stefi of 
lodieo medical colleges wlticb need to be immediately introduced in the Interest of 
medieel edueetion. llie first wee to debar the entire teecbiog staff fbom engaging 
in private practice in order thet they might be able to give thdr undivided attention 
to teaching reeeercb end hoapitel patients, if any in their charge. A eerione 
damage thet bed been done throogh allowing privets prsctke to paid doctore in 
Qovsrnment employ in gsnsrd end to tbe piid tesching stsff 'of nMiesl eollsgss In 
perticulsr, wsa thet It had kept down the standard of the Independent medicsl prp- 
faaslon through unleir. eompstition. The second reform that wee needed is to *onsti- 
tute s separate cadre for the teaching staff of medical ooltegee. At present m 
college staff fooncd pert of the provincial medical esrdre end ss cueh vm Imido 
to be trensiened to non-teecbiDg post. Thece dmogee opart fttm depriviiig ^ 
eollegee of eompetent teachers might bdng in men who Jmd no aptitude isr 
teewng snd who could not appreciatively oo-opersta in the cdnestipnd programme 
of the omlen* The ctestion of a aenerete cadre would overcome this difiiciuty sod 
help the ooUeges to thieve their obieetives more rapidly. 

UHlTBBBm TTPB of COLUBQX ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Af tar diseaiilDg the venous aspects of m^ce! trelmug, Ih. Erisbnsn said : 
“A study of the various medical edocetioi^ institutious in o>i*tanoe in dffBnsnt 
coontriss of the world shows thet they may broadly be classified Into two typm — 

of a vocational type ; and the ssmd ie ornoiaed not cmly to profit^ te 
practitioner with e ecisntiflc bias bnt elso te spedelist in vsrious bran^ 
provition of ladlitiee for poatgreduets talmng end 
tive dmsd at and te fnnetioim of te var^ 
modem tead^ is to hova wherever possible medical colIeg« ^ , Pwywy 

tvpewldeh in the words of Abraham Itener would fddrm itodi wMa-beartadly 
and onmerredly to the advanoement of knowUge the study probleM 


from 
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wbaltm iomee tli«f «ni6 and the MBiiig of men all at the hlghort leva! cS 
peealble eibrt laoa aeede a ?few of tbeae. Almoet all her edUigBi aie of the 
ovdlnarj Ifpe and a few are atraggling towaide the nnlfeirity ^ype. Theee lew 
ean* leadllj be remodelled Into the nnivereitj type and let ne hope we will be ahto 
to do it In the near future. The eollegee in ludiaai Bmnbay, and CUeutla are 
admmtageonely placed and hcTe already faotlitice developed to an dtawk iStmi U 
would not ooit much to reorgenlee them into the unirenity typci He ^ice 
together would require about Be. 60 lakhe for capital eipendltuie and ebont Be. 10 
Iwa for addltionail lecnirring expenditure. Tide iiim ia nothing oomnaied to the 
henedte that are likely to acenrue from euch reorganleation and espanmon. 

The lecturer euggeeted the following eoheme of reorganleation. He control of 
the 'Unieeriity Medical College* ehould xeet with o board constituted for the purpose. 
It should be composed of two representstiree each from goyemment^ unifsraiCy, 
legislature, poitgraduste aud research instltutea and the medical eollegs itself, llie 
dutiee of the board should be admin istratire. dnancial and technical control. 
Appointment of staff; finance ; building ; equipment ; creation of new depertmente ; 
expanaion of existing departments ; formulation of policy and pragramme ; oiganiaa- 
tion of new courses of study ; xormiilstion of re^ulataoos and rules ; detemunation 
of fees and scholarahipo ; acceptance and utiliaation of gifts, bequests and tmats 
should all coma under its purview. The university concerned ehould help by (a) 
providing regular grants towards the cost of research and Mtgraduate educational 
programmes, (b) creating endowment fund by attracting public support^ (c) enabling 
the college to utilise some of the facilities of the university for their educational 
activitiea, (d) broadening the objectives and procedures of medical edocation and 
(e) encouraging the publication of books on medical subjects containing Indian data 
and information. The govemment will continue to give financial aid as at present 
but will delegate some of its powers to the board of control. 

VoBiTiON OP Ayurveda 

Concluding Dr. Krishnan said : 'If one goes into any rural area in this country 
(this is also true of many urban areas) one finds four classes of praetitioners— the 
witch doctor, the quake doctor, the ayurvedic or ununi doctor and the allopath. As 
regards the first two all are unanimously agreed that quackery wherever and in 
whatever form it exists must be relentlessly put down. Yet we have so far done 
nothing Bubstantial to root it out nor even to make it difficult, It is being prac- 
ticed o^nly and it still remsins a challenge to scientific medicine and a blot on 
human Intelligence. We must make up our minds what to do about it. As regards 
the ayurvedic aud unant systems the opinion is rather divided. If we want the 
indigenoui system to remain, we must encourage it as best we can, get the qualified 
men compulsorily roistered so that quackery may not masquerade under its name 
and spoit its reputation as it is doing at present and also make the services of 
these men readily available to the people wherever they are required. All this is 
possible, but if it is done, it will, in my opinion, be a false and retrogressive move, 
a move in the wrong direction. If really India wishes to keep pace with modern 
developments in soiebce and come into line with all advanced countries, she must, 
however unpalstable it may be to some people, be prepared to, abolish this anti- 
quated empirical system of medicine. Any sympathy or attachment to it will only 
retard aeientifie progress. The plea that Uie indigenous system is better suited to 
Indian ooostitutions is a myth. The plea tha^ it is cheap and within Che means 
of poor people is no criterion of its value or usefuluess. The plea that it le readily 
available even in remote areas is a dope to ease the conscience of the sick for 
whom we are unable to provide the eeientific medical aid that we ought to. 
Under those cireumatances we must make up our minds as to what to ^ wi& 
these systems of medicine. 

The position at present with regard to the allopathic system k that all people 
reaort to it when they can obtain it and if it is within their means. The majority 
of that people are thoroughly convinced of its greater value aad usefcilaess and 
ill wider applieatioD in many fields. It has the advantages ol possessing a preven- 
tive dde of having methode for develcH^iog poeitive health and of being built on 
rational end ooieutiflo basis. 

The type of medical eerviee that is best suited to the country hee to be 
decided. We must study beforehand the situation in the country thoroughly with 
the help of an expert committee and find out the type of medical eervioe that wUi 
imll; izd the hmafita nf modem scientific madieine within the leich 

of every individual In the country, urban and rural. 1 believe even with ihe 
•mtttag resouccee in men and money we can reorganise our medical servieee' ip- a 
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wty tiieh ttmy will bt of giwtat Mp to o loEget groap of paoplo tbon ot 
pmokt I itetod pmkNudTt thmgb the otUiieHon of eerfioeo of iMMorarj 
nea In p1^ of p^ mm in ell nrhon eiOM end throngh the emi^oiment of 
•Jeff m eu mel eme where th« m hedly needed we eon greeUy inpnwe mettere. 
Ipe type of oreenhHitioo I hete in ?lew eoneiete of flee elneeee of offleere : (1) 
•dminietritiee offieere in eeeh dietrlet for direetlon, enperrieion end eontrd. W 
n^ioel college oteff for teeching xeecereh end teehnioel edeloe. (3) mini hoelth 
raeem for doing meinly public heelth work end e little of medleel work* (4) 
honorery doetore in ell orben hoepitele for nedicel work end (5) heelth oflicere 
of mnnidpelitiee end towne. Once it ie egreed thet e pertiouler eoheme le enlteble. 
then medleel edncetlon oen be immedietely modified to rapply the type or typee 
of doetore required for tbe ecbeme. We most meke up our minde ee to the type of 
medleel eerriee that would euit the country beet*’ 

Anthfopelegy dc Areheoelegy Section 

In tbe eonree of hie Preeidentiel eddreee to the eeotion of Anthropology and 
Archeeology. Mr. Verrier Elwin, eeid : 

**1 here token *Tmth in Anthropology* ee my eubjcet for this eeeme of greet 
importence et e time when our eoience hee been debeecd in tbe intereet of folae 
raeiel theoriee. Truth ie epeoielly importent eleo et e time when e young eeieooe le 
peeeing the ege of puberty end entering maturity. I pxopoee to apeak to yon rery 
•imply ee e field«worker. 1 here no theoriee to edvenee end no eze to grind. I 
am eonoemed in my own work eimply in recording the facte, end in thie epecch 
1 went to epeek to you of eome of mjf ezperiencee In thet teak end to etreee tbe 
very greet need of e high etenderd of Truth in ell our field-work in order thet the 
eoience of enthropology may be eetebliebed in Indie, both ee e meant of recording 
tbe hiatory of her peoj^e end ee an inetmment which may be of velne to Govern- 
mente in eering for end pieeerving her eboriginele. 

**It ie neeeeeery to etreee thie. for anthropology le regerded with eome eueplcion 
In Indie. There nre eevcrel reeeone for thie. The attempt of certain eoholere end 
poliilelene to divide the eboiiginel tribee from the Hindu commnnity et the time of 
tbe Oeneue cieeted the impteaaion thet eoience could be diverted to polltloel end 
oommunel ende. In earlier yeere the Oeneue euthorltlee tried to diatfoguteh nnimiem 
and HIndniam. Later the ezpreeeion, *Followere of Tribal Beligloiie*, wee need. The 
teat prop e eed wee to eek e pereon whether he worehipped Hindn or teibel gode. 
Thie teat wee meeningleee. The religion of the ebodfi^e le Peninealar ladta at 
Icaet ie obvioneiy of the Hindu femily. Hinduiemr Itaelf having many elemcnte 
which e theofogian wbonld call animieUo. In tfaa rcRgiooe colnmn^ tbenfon^ the 
abcHTb^ala ehoold have been returned from tbe begini^ •• Bindne, Any other 
daedfication wan worae than ueelcee. It ie very diffientt even for a treined theofoglew 
to decide the eseet deeoriptkm of the mligioa of the verloue tribce. It ie obviouely 
unpoaeible lor an illiterate and ignorant enummter to do eo. WM we want to 
know iehow many eboi^ele thm eve in India eo that we can laM that they 
have e eqaave deal in the eouneele oi the comiliy. Bot now we know aoenrataly 
neitbei the reiigioae nor the reoiel. eitueitiav, eed the nutetaete feet that e number 
of euthiopbkKiete Intereeted themaiLvee fo Mplicatcd bueineae ef tekUng the 
ezeet weym which eboriginele ehonki be dletingniehed from the Eindn rAgiee 
hee done onr adence berm in pdb^ eetim^on* 

**Bnt perhnpe the ehief thiiig that hae dietarbed nattonaliet opinion Is Indln 
baa beta tba creation of EzblOdd and PartiaUy Eluded Arca^ It to aa opp 
r that thto move wee leinly the work el e dtotiagntoM ^ 

Tehie Oonfereace. mtoeUet ladle ,e^tod of te 

iNBl of Indie Act ee es teaidt to Mtoto pdltipl ci^ty. e^^ 
Hettaai Oongreae hdd el Feimr (end egeto at J^gwra) tim moel r 
motivm wero eecribed to iOm BrShfitovmwmeDt. Pro^ 
the anaagment In the etnogat tcrmA pd »n • de^ to the XAI^Ih — . 

to a AneyTimdllr. K. M. Joehi condemned, eU , eathimlof^ ee 

to keep the primitive raw of Indie *iineivillied end w n etale of 
_ w* maftoilor their erieye end > order to ad d to 

L of knowledge.* About tide time there eioee the csilone erittotom of 

tat itamit h tlM pnam ta d ;<taic lOtita ‘ "■ 




. **Iii mj eaie, it cMinot be too often empheeixed thet the xeel bneiiieM of eooid 
•Dthfopology is not the eolleotiag of cxeiting: end enrfame enstomo end the lecord- 
ing of Dtane enpentitionB. It is tbe nttempt to describe end to mske reel the 
enttn Uying beeuti of e ooltnie in sli its reileted soti? it^ I do not believe thet 
enyone een reed the best productions of tbe Fnnctionel School withont geining e 
profonnd respect for whetever tribe hes been described. Indeed, 1 wonld put this 
es one od the tests of snceeninl writing In this sphere. There ere lew conmunities 
of humen beings who, when Inlly end thoroughly studied end understood, do not 
exdte our edmintlon end even our love. 

WEAKijrBBe Of OmoiAL Bubbaeob 

As we look beck over the history of Indien ethnogrephy end survey the mesgre 
errey of boolw upon its shelf, we esn see. I think, why it is thet our science does 
not m>ld e highe^leee in the counsels of Indie. We heve been set some very 
bed esemples. The Ethnogrephio Survey, for ell the velneble infbrmetion it 
colleeted, wee tco supcrficiel, too Tylorisn. too bureeucrstic end too dependent on 
infbnnellon provided by nntreined subordlnstes. Unfortnnetely it hes generally 
hmk forgotten that the volumes of the Ethnographic Survey were prepared primarily 
es works of reference for the officers of Government and that as Orooke said at 
tiie time they were written not so much In the interests of anthropological research, 
as indispensable sids to the work of civil administmtion. The result has been tbe 
estoblislunent of a tradition of scrappy hurried work largely divorced from personal 
observation. 

''Another bad example was set by tbe reports of the Censui cf India, Here 
ngsin 'the iinpreosion was all too easily createa that social antbropolotnr consisted 
of a series CH notes on interesting and curious subjects. It would be hard to 
imegine anytlmig less like 'the prodne^dns of tbe Functional School than tbe 
material contalnrea in these reports. Part of it is tbe obviously inaccurate record 
of touxa fn motor-cars. Fart 4oes not even edjoy this eutbority. 1 notice one 
writer in the li^l Ceusue Irtnkly admits that bis contribution ie tbe result of a 
hasty perasal of the books availaole in tbe District Office". 

Troth in anthfopblogy demands a scrupulous adherence to the highest rules 
and atandends el hold-work. First and foremost I would put tbe length of time 
tbit an inAOstigator ibould apend among hits people. But here in India particularly 
where anthtopetogic«l work hae been mahdy the hobby of pereone otberwiee bueily 
enfniged how ehort has been the time given by many investigatore to tbeir task. 
Bimen wrote Us mssslve work <oa tbe Asurs after a stay among the tribe of lees 
than a month. ImUan writese whom I will not name have produced ariiclee and 
mODOgrapbe after a week or a fortnights stay in tribal villages. My own book 
on the .Beige wai pubUsbed seven yearn after I had settled down in the Baiga 
eountry, yet 1 em etiil Unlay discovering new facts about the tribe and points 
where I ehould like to modify my eerly coodusione. 

^ Evowlsdou of Lawguaobb Ebbintial 

Weetermarck very rightly.’ BtreeBes lingniatic qualificatiqae. A knowledge of 
tbe laaguage he eaye le in my opi«Hon en indispeniahle qualification for which no 
eoclolopcai training can serve u oompeneation. To be able to converse freely 
with the people sithoui the aid of an inte^eter should be the ficld-aothropologiet'B 
mOBt B^ue aspiration. 

One of the most important needs ot social anthropology ii that it should be 
firmly based on statistics^. By no other means pen we ersdioate from our literature 
the muiefni presence of the general etatement. Tbb is mtieularly neneesary in 
queetiona of eex and marriage, about which writere in ludla have a paeeion for 
being discreetly vague. That Unwin langht at such etatemente aa that the girls 
are modeet and beautiful, the ma]onty ehaete. A dietiaguiehed writer once 
committed bimeelf to the opinion that no jrir] of n certain tribe ever caase to her 
meiriw a virgin. By what possible meene oonld this remarkable piece of 
InformatlOB have been achieved except by direct revelation from Above ? 

In attempting to reech the realities of tribal 1 A, , I believe that tribal poetry 
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is of the first importsnee. !niere Is s remsrksbie nssssce in T^irk Uiin 4 u* 
deserita how poetry lesds od from dry fact to HvJITr reality ‘ 

,15*51® where natter of fact or of science ccaaeB to be mfin^lv biiaK « j 
to exhibit a further truth that is to say, the connect ion it has with the^ world *#!# 
rmotion u)d ita power to produce imaninetive plewute. Inquirioc of w 
for instance, what flower it is wc see yonder, he ansareri A lilv Tliia 
of feet. The boUuiit prononm*. it to be of tte UJdJT'of Hex«.drii 
lliis is matter of science. It is the lady of the garden, Bays SiMsiiaer and hcrM^ m 
^*'*** uti 2 . ^®T® * poetical sense of its fairness and grace. 1 1 is * ® we 

, . plant and flower of 1‘ght’Vsaya Ben Joneon ; and noetrr then ahAtem ... 

the beauty of the flower in all its mystery find splendour. ^ “ 

Por antliropology miiBt be eaUblishcd in its rightful place in India ii i. 
n^ed for the life and safety of the tribeemen. A whole world of Indian 
life and culture is rapidly paasiug away without proper rer^ird, because we are 
doing our field-work properly. I be cnUcctions in our Muarumn, the tcachiiiu in 
our Universities is equally inade quate to the task Unit lies a:.cad. A veri crAt 
chauge must be introduced and 1 believe inyaclf that that change will onJy 
we establish ourselves more and more firmly in tiie idea of Truth. ^ ** 

Mahatma Gandhi has act ua oil thinking agarn in terms of Truth. Above the 
changing flux of earthly exiatence there rises the Eternal Truth, in tlist YonilJt 
fhe frue home of man. And aiiice man was made for Truth he is reatlrM 
until hiB fwt are on the highroad which will lead him to hia home. Fm MirtCrurh 
of'*?*®*'?® w no itatic thing, for bia whole life mao must , pa a 'from truth *to' iillJlh 
All i ruth 18 a shadow except the last— except the utmost, yet every Truth is true 
ill Its kind. Ihe scholar a life becomes a daily .pafrting with ahadows— -and some of 
those wUI have . bwome dear to Yet he iniwa that of all the at 

which the world is full tlwre la not one that can compare with his. For oilier 
ambitiona and desirea aeek partial and imperfect ends, he alone baa set out fnr 
tlie whole. ” • 

Thaary of Qnsntiim Meehanles 

n Fufl^entaJ Kqi^om of <iua»tu» Mechanlca,'’ Mt. 

B. It. Set! in bn pceridenhii nddniaa to the Section of HMtlieniBtirB and Bithtiof 
of the Indian Stenoe Oonfim. Mid that the tbnirp af Qimntnn Maelia* 
nice wai a new ereation, which though not perfert, bwi tichievf<d wonders in 
plaining the myateriea of the atomic atrueturc Before it came, atoms were ffeirarded 
aa indivisible particles and it wae futile to try to discover their struetnies. Tbev 
were the fuadamental materials with which the univerite was built. But Quantum 
MechsuicB had entirely changed this outkiuk. Introducing some new phytical 
principles, it had exiilained satisfactoiily the structure of the elementa. It bad also 
explained many impi rfeotly understood phenomena of astioi^fayaica. In fact, there 
were very few hranchfs of Physics or Pbyairai Cbemistry which bad not felt t^ 
impact of these new ideas. 

It was, thevefore, of utmost importance, said Mr. Sen, that tlie subject should 
be developed in a perfectly logical way. 'ihougb in recent years, it bad attained a 
good deal of clarity and rigour of treatment, there were some gspa. 


The A. 1. Muslim Educational Conference 

Annual Sear ion— Jubbuipore — 16th. April 1944 

sir Aalznrs Presidential Address 

llie establishment of an institute of science and technology at Aligarh was 
recommended by a committee of which Prof. A. V, Hill, Sir Ziauddin and 
Sir Shanti Swarup^ Bhatanagar were among members, said Sir Azwtl Haque, 
Industries and Civil Supplies Member, Government of India, in the course of bis 
presidential address to the All* India Muslim Educational Conference held at 
Jubbulpore on the 16th. April 1944. 

^hlle the institution wss primsrily intended for Muslim resesrch workers, he 
proceeded, it would slso be open to other conimunitieB. It would give fseilities for 
scientific, technicsl end industrlsl research end for the highest pott-graduste scisnes 
Btudies. The institution would not in any way be a burden on the Aligarh Univer* 
eity ; it would be an independent institution not receiving any financial aaiieteoce 
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fvoai tluift BBiffnftv tad Umfon In do wdb mpoDsiblo lo Iho oiilhorltki of tbot 
mnimAtj. It wodd be Bader tb« BiDBOffOBiiotol a govcmiiis body repieMotetife 
al Mnilima of India and ipeelally edicetea for that pnrpoie. Bat It waa propoaed 
that the iastitDtioa would WOTk m eloaa oollaboratioa with the AliRaih Uaimeity 
aad that the ataif, the laboratory aod other laeilltiaa of the inatitata wonld be 
afailabla to that onWeraity to help them ia their teaching ead lal^ratory work. 
Ita loeatioo at Aligarh woald ei?a an undoubted advantaffa to the Mualim Unirar- 
aitf in the aeiaotiao and tachaleal aide of ita aetivitiea whila it would also gain by 
its proximity to the Mualim uni? araity with all ita ideals and traditions. It had 
bean estimated that a aon-reourrhig fund of about Ba. 10 lakhs, a raourring fund 
of Ra. 3 lakhi and a sum of Ba. 2 lakhs in the reserve fund would be required. A 
eommittaa of asparta had already been appointed to draft the acientifio and tecbni- 
eal aida of the aebame, and another eommttaa waif now engaged in drafting its 
admlnistratlva and financial details. 

Bepobm of Muslim Eduoatiob 

Sir AMttul Haqva went^on to angnaat, firstly, a replanning and reorf;anisation 
of the conference sm the setting up m a atatiatical and report section which should 
note the factual poaition of Muuim education In India. Skondly, steps should be 
Uken to organise provincial aod state branehee of the conference to keep watch 
over the conditions of Mualim edooatioD which, as experience showed, sunered in 
all provinces including even some of the Mualim-majorl^ provinces. Thirdly, a 
few b^ds should be constituted by the confexence to deal with such questions as 
the suitabiUty of existing text boon, particularly history text-books for Muslim 
students. Fourthly, a central Ishimio research ornnisation should be established 
lor India as a whole, fifthly the conference diomd arrange inter-provincial and 
international contact of Mnslim tesehers and students, organise holiday camps, 
travel parties and special study tours in India and abroad. Sixthly, the conference 
should lay down wnat the. type and pattern should be of a true Muslim school. 
Ltf tly. the conference should organise an oriental education board to establish 
oriental scholarship and co-ordinate the aerivities of the various oriental inatitn- 
tkMMi and oigaaiae aiao>apeoial Isetnres in^ Iriam. 

Dwellii^ on tha **croaa-ennientt of poUtioa,*’ Sir AmwuI Haqm eritidied thoee 
who aeemed to think that India wonld be worse off if ahe did not retain her 
potttieal nni^ aa one Stete. To these eritfce, he pointed out the existence of abont 



the laet war. India at any coat mnai be one political unit and in the name of 
demoeraey, a eonnbry of 4 (j 0 million people mnet be governed le one country with 
•11 ito multiple enltniea end lenguagee with people in different otrata of 
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"The me)ori|y nuiet role the minority, and a hniidred million people mnet 
aooepi' die oeheme of Ihinga ea may be deoided by the me]oiity, whether it io to 
the latneM of the miiiorltlei or not, whether die minoritiee agree to or aooept the 
oeheme or not There .need be no efibrt to take tha minoritiei with the mgioiity 
and to ereate a eenee of eeonriti among Uiem, They will not look at nay other 
iohesse If hereby the xaalDrity bee not a minori^ to govern and to inla. They 
win aot try to nndaratand tha otiieit’ poini of view or know the reeeone behind 
the attitiide of thoee who diflbr. They will allow the present eystcm of government 
to eontinne. end yet if anybody in the face of the exieting reMitlee of aente 
economio dUBenltlea and dieoiganleatioB in the eonntry, with enemy trying hard to 
ecose die frontiera of India, deapeiatoly etmgglea to bring about eoma amallonitive 
metauie to tha huagry and the needy milliooe, he muet be a traitor to tba conutry 
for ^Is eontaet with the exieting govemmentel ’ maebinery. I eeonot ^ink of a 
greater togedy in hnmnn aflbiri. 1 do not wiah to give any smnl verdict on the 
Sftient eepeoli of pottlfeal ntdtndee in the eonntry. I have Joet mentioned them 
•• feoloii ereetittg mm diffloiilt probleme lor ni in the ephmi of ednentloB. 


Convocation Addresses 

The Lucknow University Convocation 

Sir C. V. Bsflifui’s Address 

The following is the text of the Addrw delivered at the Annual Oonvooation 
of the University of Lucknow by Baja Sabhabuahana Sir C. F. Baman. st., ii. a., 
ph. D., LL. F. a. 8., N. L. ou the 15th. Jaanary, 1844. 

Allow me, Sir, in the first instance, to express mv high apmeoiation of the 
honour of being asked to address this Convocation. Even the most hax^ned 
|K>litician In India would have felt it an honour to be present here on this most 
colourful occMsion and to address this vast and distinguished gathering. Being 
myaelf just a student of Science and a teacher of youth, I feel that honour all the 
more highly and regaid it as a great privilege to address the graduates of the year 
cn this occasion. 

'J'he climate of Kortbern India in winter is i^rhaps the most beautiful climate 
ill the world : aparklii-g blue sky, sim-Bhine, a cold nip in the air and this wonderful 
panorama of colour is enough to stir the puUih iT < ven the most harden^ scientist. 
1 am still young enough to be thrilled at the sight of youth, to feel their joys and 
their sorrows as my own. 1 should like to say a few words about the topic of 
colour. I refer to the colours of these gowns, the colours of the saris worn by the 
Indies, the colours of the pnndal and so on. 1 have only to enter an apology for 
the colour of the gowns worn by the pround possesBors of Doctor's degrees and 
lierhapa you may be interested to know why it is that Doctor's gowns have these 
colours. It is the privilege of women all the world over and all the time to wear 
colourful dress. We mere men are compelled by the force of inexorable custom 
to be dressed in drab, whites, grays and blacks. Once in a while, and by virtue 
of the authority vested in the Vice'Chancellor, we are permitted to flit round in 
gayer colours, which not even a lady would wear (loud laughter). 

Allow me, Graduates of the year, to congratulate you on this occasion in your 
lives. It is no small privilege to have been a student of the University of 
Lucknow, to have trodden the halls of this beautiful centre of learning, to have sat 
at the jfeet of teachers of great distinction and to have achieved what the heart 
of young India regards moat highly and that le the honour of a University degree. 
It is a great pleasure to me to have come here and to be asked to upmk to you 
on this occasion and one thing urges me very specially and that is to find that this 
privilege has not been granted to the mere men amongst you. It rives me great 
Measure to find that amongst the recipients of degrees, amongst those who nave 
walked off with medals and diplomas and distinctions, are also a fair proportion of 
the young women of this province. To them specially I wish to expreae my 
heartiest congratulation. On this occasion, however, I feel a certain note of sadness 
coming over me, and referring to the women graduates of the year, I cannot but 
recall that to-day. one of the most charming and one of the most beloved fif|furee 
among the women of India is smitten by sorrow : 1 am referring to Mrs. Vijaya 
Lalndimi Pandit, and I tm sure the hearts of all of us will go out to her in 
her great bereavement (silent eyropathy). 

It ia often the case that those who are called upon to address University 
r*onvocstions tike it upon themselves to criticise snd to >pesk ill of our Indian 
Universities. They think they are privileged to address sn audience of University 
men and women and to tell them that Indian Uoiversiilcs are no good at all, that 
they are stamping machines, that they produce innumerable gnmUites year after 
year who are no good at all, who are out of contact with the realities of life and 
who are oot capable of rendering service to the country and so on. I do not 
traverse all those statements msefi by these people, because the inteusite of ttmr 
vitnperations is only mstch^ by the impregnability of their ignorance about ttia 
subject. I take pride in the fact ^at I am a University man. that I am a teacher 
and that it baa been my privilege over more than a quarter of a centory to come 
into contect with the youth of India— to live their Uvea, to share tbm joya and 
sorrow. I would like to any this, that there ia one thing above ril thinge whidi 
1 ehonld like to aee uppermoat in your minde to-day and dnrmg tlw mt of y w 
livee, and that is a feding of gradtude to the institntto and to ^ teachera with 
whom yon have epent your lives daring the psst lew years. There eso be no 
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gmter loftlty* no itnmgar leelingt in the mind of jfmih, tfau e feeling of gntl- 
milt for iboee who heve eet them on the right peth toweide life. 

I regerd the Indien Unifereitiei es iaetitntione of die higheet poeiihle import* 
nnee in the life of onr oonntry. It it quite often thnt yon henr epcekere telling 
ibont educetion in Indie, to telk of Primery edneetion, the lower gredee of ednee- 
tion ae the benia of ednoetlon, end ther telk of Unirernty ednoetlon ee the epez of 
the pyramid of ednoetlon. Thet pictnre, I think, ie entirely wrong, llioiie who 
here ipren thoimht to the anbieot will reellee thet the true fonndetion of edneetion 
la moitly fnmisned by the Uoireraitiea. We require e atrcng. broad foun^tion to 
bear the wdght of the pyramid end thet foundetion, in my riew, ia fnmiahed by 
the Unirersitiea of India. Yon, young graduateoi aa I aaid, yon can rightly feel 
prond of haring been prIrilegM to spend e few yeera within the wella or thia 
inatitution and to leem at the feet of yonr teechera. I am not paying an ezeggereted 
compliment to yonr Unlreraity when I aey thet yon here no reeaon to feel eabemed 
of yonr teechera. The Unlreraity of Lucknow has made itaelf felt In the educetionel 
world of Indie. The roll of its teachers Includes many men of distinction in many 
anbjecta who here kept elire the name end feme of yonr institution, end if I may 
sin^e out one name, because it rises uppermost in my mind end it is a name of 
one who is nnirersally acknowledged in scientific circles in this country end out- 
side, and is regarded by the outside public also as one of our great national figures, 
a man who is one of the foremost of the liring biologists of the world, it is that 
of Dr. Birbal Sahni. (Applause). 

What is the message I would like to gire you, what is the messtfe which you 
are going to carry back from the University into the walks of life ? I should like 
to suggest to you that the spirit of University education can be ezpressed most 
briefly in the form of a phrase : it is the "restless human spirit.” I mentioned the 
name of Dr. Birbal Sahni just because I happen to know your distinguished Dean 
of the Facnlty of Science. In a short phrase I would refer to him as the "rfstlcss 
human spirit.” What I mean by this is the spirit that does not satisfy itself by 
just ikiactivity in finding a position and just discharging the duties of it in a 
routine spirit. I mean the spirit which is always reaching out, which is always 
searching for something new, always moved with the spirit of endeavour, always 
athirst with the glory of achievement, always seeking for newer and newer fields 
to conquer— that is the "restless human spirit.” And if you look back over 8,000 
years cn human history, who are the human beings whose names shine across the 
mists of time 7 It is the "restless human spirit”— men like AroUmedes of the 
ancient Greeks, men like Leonardo da Vinchi of the Middle Ages* men like New- 
ton, men like the late Lord Butherford. I mention these names as of men whom 
no honour, no glory, no success ever succeeded in sinking back to Idleness, who to 
the lest day of their lives were atliirst with the same vigour and the same energy 
as they were when they were young men. I would like to suggest to you, my 
young friends, that one thing whidh you can take away irom the halls of this 
■eat of learning is that "reeUess human spirit.” A University, I think, altogether 
fails oi its purpose if it does not in InsuflicieDt measure impart that restlessness , of 
spirit to its alumni. You no doubt have succeeded in passing the University 
szamlnations. Borne of you have succeeded In walking away with one, two, three 
six or mors medals, but prey do not think for a moment that you 'have achieved 
the Bupreme auccess of life. Please remember that what you have done to-day is 
just a small earnest of whet the country asks of you in the future. If that rest- 
lese huiimn spirit has not been stirred, if that desire to do something, to achieve 
something, to prove yourself worthy of your country, has not been kindled when 
yon leave thejgates of your University, then I say the University has failed of 
its purpose. You should go out into the world, filled with the desire to do some- 
fliing worth while ; to glorify not yourself, but your alma mater, your country, the 
province that has given you birth, the lend of which you are the son or the 
daughter. If that feeling has been roused in you, if that feeling doea not remain 
dormant, but takes impetus, then I do not despair of the future of our countiy. I 
regard it aa the purpose and function of the University to ereate the ^Uess 
human spirit,” not in this or that field of knowledge or activity, but in field 

of knowirage and in every field of activity. It is these "restiesB hupid spirit” 
who will create and lay down atandards of achievement in the world, jkid who will 
bnild the India of the Inture. 1 ask you to bear these words in miiM^" 

I say to you fliat you cannot show your gratitude to yonr aiina mater in any 
gfoator way than by your future life and activity and by ffibwing yourselves 
wortoy sous and daughters of the UniverHity d£ Lucknow of wlfieh you nave the 
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honmir to bo grodnateo. Allow me alio to asy aomfthlng moia. I Ml that the 
loyalty of the giadoatea of Indian UnivenitieB, and of your Unl?eniity in partienlar. 
ahonlo be the neateet tower of strength to the Univeraity. A XJni?enlty in ny 
Yiew ie not and cannot be a static atmctnre. We either go forward or muikwaia 
There la no atanding-atill in the world of learning and or knowledge. We either 
more forward or elide back. Uow is this dynamic ideal of a unirersity to be 
achiered f It can only come through the eontinoons rnthuaiaam and support of 
the alumni of the University. Hundreds of University graduates pass out oi the 
University every year. If of yon sends out thoughts of affeotion, love and 
gratitude at least once a year to the alma maisr, )ust imagine what the oolleetive 
power of those thoughts can be. The most power! til things in this world are not 
tons of aeroplanes ; they are powerful thoughts and ideas, and if your thoughts 
and ideas are filled with the desire to serve and strengthen the glory of the 
matar, nothing can stop the progress of the University, ahe more yon appreoiate 
what the University has done for you, the more you should demand and insist 
upon the rapid prof^ress of the University. You shuuld all make it your earnest 
desire to see the University of Lucknow rise from strength to strength, to see that 
her fame and her lustre should not stop at the boundry of the unitra Provinces 
or of India, but that it should spread throughout the whole world. The lamp of 
learning should shine brightly ; the air of learning must waft its breeses all over 
the world, and if fame is to be achieved it can only be through you and others 
like you have been in this institution and who have received the benefits of it. It 
is up to you to see that your alma mater grows form strength to strength and 
reaones the very greatest heighte of fame and name. I am not one of those who 
constantly tell us that our Indian Universities are inferior editions ; that our 
graduates are worth nothing. So long as we have that feeling in our bearta, wo 
shall not be able to rise to the heights of achievement that we are capable of. The 
day is long past when we had to compare ourselves unfavourably with the institu* 
tiona of other parts of the world. I have a different message to give you : let ua 
be proud of our inatitutionB : let us demand of them the highest achivement. The 
more you ask of your teachers, the more they will give. That is the rule of nature: 
the more you ask of man, the more he will give: and the less you expect of him, 
the less you ask of him, the less he will give. 

And here lies a great burden on your teachers. When 1 address the graduates, 
it follows as a matter of course that I am also addrcBsing the teachers. I know, 
and some of us may feel sad that the profession of teachers is not honoured. Is 
not supported. Nonetheless it devolves upon us as teachers to bold our heads high. 
I do not mind saying... though 1 might be criticised... that I regard the poeitlon of 
a University professor as good as or oven greeter than that of the governor of a 
province or the Viceroy of India. Uis is an empire • f love ; and empire of service, 
fete lovM his empire and be is firmly established in the hearts of bis people. He 
sprees the light of learning and what greater thing can there be than to create an 
empire of love 7 Great men whose names slide through history in letters of blood 
ana fear have been forgotten ; but the names of those like Aaoka, like Jesus 
Christ, like Buddha, who have built an empire of love, shine for ever and will 
continue to shine. I say, a teacher, a bumble teacher, even though his work lies 
in the fields of learning and does not lie in the fields of philosophy or religloD, be 
also is building an empire which can never die. 1 would like to suggeat to my 
fellow-teachera of this University, that the higher the ideal they have of their 
profession, the nobler the ideals that move them in their daily thoughts, the 
greater the University, Ultimately, I have no doubt, that the honour of this great 
country, the future of India, depends, with ever-increasing measure on toe 
strength of our Universities, on the strength of our teachers, the energy and the 
devotion which they bring to their task and which they impart to their wplii 
within the walls of the University. I ssy once again that the real bases the 
education pyramid are the Univerailics, these men trained here as teacbera, Who nte 
to go out into the world and who have to spread the light of koowled|to sm 
learning, more and more, whose work will reach ont far and near, until lO or 20 
years hence we might hope to reaUse the viniiin which has been neld foito bef<^ 
UR— the vision of a universally literate and educated India. How la that to be 
accomplished ? It can only be accomplished if onr Universities prove toemeelvee 
worthy of the task. It is not the knowledge of the three ; it is not the JpntA 
of elementary knowledge tbroughont toe Icn^’lh and breadth .of M land that is 
going to make India a great, self-sufficient nation. I say that it is toe work of too 
University professors and teachers, that is going to build the nation, that le iiHig 
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Id itXMHEttai oar paMan in 11m wiont wtlkt of life, to thal we shall have Um 
lOKNims, sfeRiiirtli and Um mmicj to tpfaad the benefits of education ow the 
Ittfsst poerible nnmDer. To ImagfaM Hot yon omi negleot the nnifenitieB» that yoo 
ean etufe the noifersities and leaTS thoM to oany on theii work, and that in 50 
ywo yon ean mahn India edneated, foil of kamlng, I thinit that ia a ehimaera. 
we mast eniiport the nni^ereitieo and etrengthen timn. We muet boild the 
IbimdatioD and tend oat from the nniToieitieB great nunhera of highly qualified 
and highly itfted tesehere, and it Is thejr who are going to bnild ttie new India of 
^a fntnieL to whicii we all look forward. 

Well I ha?e fmt before yon my Tlsion of the India to eomoi and my Tislon 
of the toll which yon, my young friends are going to play in it^ lai me once 
again eay that I am not only rmerring to yon young ;nen T I am addreseing my- 
suf partieularly to the young women graduates of the year. 1 hare lived lung 
enough to known that men make up not only half this world, but less than lialt 
this world. The real world of India ia the world of the women. Why T Becaune 
they determine what we shall do. The influence of the women-lolk of India ia 
haraly realioed by anj except by those who have had the good or ill fortune to be 
subjected to that influenoe. l£ey determine the ontlook of our children. The 
mother, for example, has a much greater influence over her children, over the mind 
of yondi, than tiiie mere father has. The father is out all day and busy earning 
his livelihood. The mother is the first, last and everything ; and therefore if any 
body imagines that the promotion of education of the young men of India, to the 
npgieet of the uplift of the young women, is going to solve the problem, be is 
utterly mistaken. I say this once again, that there is nothing more heartening to 
my mind in the progress of education than the desire of the young women of 
India to ehoulder the burden, to improve themaelves and to show tbemaelvea fully 
worthy of their country, in the same manner and to the same extent as, or perhaps 
even more than, the young men of India. Last year I was addressing the Con- 
vocation at Madras. I then recalled what 1 had seen 32 years earlier. Then a 
single woman graduate was a eight to eee— I am not naing that term in any 
uncomplimentary sense. And now what do you find ? Half the Convocation haU 
ia ooeupied by women graduates. You, women of the United Frovinces, have not 
demanded such a large measure in the Oonvooation hall. Boms day yon wilL fot 
let me assure you that India is as high as its women are. It is they thi^ ulti- 
mately determine the fate of the nation. It ia their influenoe^ their ontlook, their 
virili^, their strength, which will stniigthen the . masses of In^a ia the tasks 
that lie in front of them. I see no future of Indian which does not also ioelnde 
a great and glorious future for our women. 

Here I should like to say a word. There are some who tldnk that for the 
women of India the proper place is in the household ; that their proper duty is to 
^prepare kiehri or laddu or whatever it ia for their husbands aM children. The 
domesticity which, for example, is insisted upon, I understand, by the Nani regime 
as a speeial virtue of the Cerman women ; that domesticity is al^ 1 know, regar- 
ded by many people in India as a proper virtue of women and they think that 
they should not try high, that lor instance, Uuy need not traverse the fields of 
Physics or Chemistry ; that they uould leave it to the mere men. Well, there was 
a dme when I thought so myself. I do confess it, but I have changed my mind. 
1 have changed my mind because I have actually seen that the women of India 
when they aet their hearts to a Job, they are Just as good as or better than the 
men. Thm is nothing to stop them. There is no field of knowledge, be it even 
Mathemallea, be it Pbysica or Chemistry, in which, so far as I can see, the women 
of India cannot equal men or excel them. It nmy be that in digging the earth or 
in some other physios] work, man are superior. But if it is a question of acquiring 
knowledge, if it is a qnestien of ttrsnuoua devotion to work, I do not think that 
women are in any way behind the men of India. It is true, and I hope it is true, 
that the women of India will regard culture, art and all the beautiful things of life 
aa Ihsir apecdal privilege. That It a privilege which we men shall not dfiy to 
thtm. It if the pnvilege of women to make the house beautiful, to mile her 
dwelllDg plaea imd the dwelling piece of men something worth gmng to earn worth 
looldDg at Whlla art in the fitneae of things, is the special privilege dTwoman, 
other ulngB ehonld not be denied to her. 1 eboiild like to imprem upon the young 
wommi of India, that whUa is quite right end proper diat they ehonld iwiaNi 
themiehee ee eqqato of mea in the men*e aphern the men cannot by any manner 
or mean! sucemsfully regard themaelves aa the equal of women in tha women'a 
epheiib Slid that is In making the home beantifnl and worth Hvipg In (kear, hear,) 
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1 riMMld like to ■» IM void biloit I flolili, bm till 700. jomm 

thot thii wortd !■ 0 !hna woiNU I hoio him thnnigh It mywdL Tho pra dt llfi 
U not BtiBvn wMi mil ok Jmilmi nil *tlio wm. It ii dko otnwii nltb thornii 
nrith itonii. Too hm to itragRlo thioni^ lift «• but oi 700 m. If Ton tbiok 
that moom will eoao toTOo nnn^id, jfOn an miitaknn. Hmko Ii nothing In thii 
world which li worth hamgi which wiu om ooma anlui It ii oamid bf the iwoat 
of 7onr brow. Bnoeoii li.araliTid bv blood and twn— I woald not 117, blood 


lean, oirtidnl7. Lot mo aloo 70a that 70a will not approdato oooooio If It 
eomoi to 70a nnoarood, andoiorfod. Tho onlp tnio o n eco m i that a man roallj 00)070 
and appmlatii an thoio thil he koowi in hlo heart of biarto that ho do n m i. 
What. II tho good of a title, for ozampio, If 70a know that It woo gifon to 7011 
anmeritid. Tho thlngi, ai I 007, 70a will approoiato moot oio thoio that come 
noioiight for. but eomo booamo thop are deier?od and dooorfid bp hard work. 
Thii ii a tnith« 10 obTiooi, bat norrorthiloii one which 1 hope 70a will boor in 
mind. 1 oap thii booatioo. It lo ]aat ao wall to bo prepaiod m dilBoaltlii In life. 
You moat bo prepared to find paoplo InllnItolp more anijmpathotle than ofon pour 
more onipmpathene teaeheii. You malt bo prepared to find people who make 70a 
work and gi?e 70a no oredtt. Do not Imagine that pou will find tho lamoi treat- 
ment ontiide 00 70a ind In the Uniwaltp ; but do not lot that diohoarton pon. 
I ahoald like to aap to pou, for 1 bare liTed long enough iln thla world to loulao, 
that life lo not worn IMog If 70a make poarielf miaemie all tho timo. If oforp- 
thing mikei 70a down-hearted. If mat li tho eam it lo mneh boiler that the 
whole hnmanitp make ap their mindi and die and dliappoar like tho oztffiel 


Brontoiaarai and find a |daee onlp among the mologioal ip^moni pon find in the 
maaeoma. Whp la life worth llrlng at allt Beeanao there la lomethlog worth while 
in it Thera la oomething In it whieh bringi 70a happineel The grealiit pouiblo 
fanlt iato aobk hamilneM bllndlp. Ifanp m poa map not perhapo nnderitand what 
ia the real ooeret of happinem and let me tell pon thia ai a meiaago coming from 
my heart after long esperlenoi of life. I hafo been throagh good and bad ; I hate 
been thronf^ manp triiua. The oeoret of bapidneia ii )nit the lenio of awaroneei 
of the braatlfol lanoandinga amonpt pon. Many of yon ha?e oome Into thii 
hall today. How many of 70a hara cared to look at theio boaatifal domem the 
loaely aky. the troea and ao on f Yon take it all for jsranted. Yon hare aeon Ihiio 
before and yon find nothing new in them. I would like to toll 70a thii, that it la 
a habit of mind that ii worai cnltfrallng to find )oy and boau^ in tho eommonml 
thinga of Ilia. If you hara nothing olio to do, pleaio look at the giaii on the 
groand and 000 how green it ia : I would like you to oaltivalo thii habit Thii li 
a thing which unfortanatelp dimppeara with the growth of human ciTUfaition, 
The really deiliiod belnga, lot me lap. are thoio who do not lire ia towno, but 
lire in alUaget elooo to the heart of nature ; who lire tho life of nature : who low 
the laid and leo tho plant grow ; who live In daily oootaol with nature^ life. Iheiro 
ia tho elTlllied life. The artificial life of tho towni and tho eltiei la ouch that we 
are blind to our ouRonndlngo. Aa aomebody remarked, wo enron forgot that there 
are atari In the slv : there to no lime to look at them, or to lei tho many beautifal 
thing! about no. India ia illll one of the moat beautiful countriei In the world. 
You hara only to open your. 0701. . . — - . 

Whetofor I go, I go in aooreh of Mother India. I gaie at lair face. I 
am nofor tired of gaifng upon her hix lace any mote than a child to tired of gasing 
at iti bblofod mother, mmomber alwapi tiiat India la your bdorad mother* and 
there to no greater toy, no greater happinem that you can find than in )ait gating 
at (he face of Molhor Illdll^ and eowing pouritiTm to Her eternal eer? ice (long 
applaum). 


The (Hmania Umvenity Conrocation 


Mt. 0.1 

Hw folknriBK to th. tnt of dw CtonvoMtiaa AUm. ddtotnd bj Ik C. 
Majagqfoladuiri .t Ite noul OooTOMtioD of th. OmhuU. ImU M 

Hyderabad (Deccan) on tito 89tt. Janniry 1M4< 

^ Uto '.iMt bMMUt doM to BO b, tho ontborittoo of tho notoanU* thot 
I boTo ben iaiitad to opiok ot ttto Oonneotioo. I too dwr a y gwtoful tb oi^ to 
Bto OijhBoa oad to tho ITotoonitr for omfiifiaK oo bo Oio prifOoRib 
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TIm Uaifflciitj has worked for 25 yean and qualified for ita BiWer Jubilee tbia year 
and 1 am happy to tender my conaratolatlona to the Ghanoellor and the Qofem- 
ment on their aohierementa. The bat time I waa on theae aroanda your lab Ohan- 
oellor waa alive. It ia too aad for woida that I come here to fill a place in thia 
fonotion after he ia gone for ever. I am proud of the love and xegara which he 
ohoae to beatow on me. Thb b no oeeaalon for referring to imvab friendahip 
however inaiabnt be the memory. Sir Akbar Hydari gave of omt to Hyderabad. 
Hay Ida *aonl real ^ in peaoe, and that of hb dear wife who liea interred here aa a 
aaeied relb of Sir Akbar*a connection with Hyderabad. 

I oongratttbb yon graduatea who have luet received your demea, 
eapeoblly thoae who have received them with diatinction. Ton are pi^ now of the 
predoua atream which muat water, nourlah and maintain the living culture of our 
people. Aa graduatea of a relatively young Univeratty you have a more particular 
duty than thoae who are aent out by the older TJaiveraitiea. By your love of learn- 
ing and continued application and more than tbat^ by your enlightened conduct, 
you ahould bring orrait, diatiuptive credit to your Uuiveraity. Remember that you 
are the ptoducte of an inmorbnt experiment, vie,, the imparting of the hbheat 
modern learning through an Indian language. You will be rigoroualy judgea by 
critica who have received their own training through the unnatu^, though may-be-at- 
preaent richer medium of a foreign language. Not only ia there no reaaon for yon 
to feel inferior, but you have every canae for juat pride and confidence. If you 
maintein your habib m atudy and regard for truth, ana keep your faculty for right 
Judgment whetted with daily practice and verification, if yon are weary and keep 
your aenae of valnea unapoileu, you will not find it diflScuit to do your battle of 
friendly rivalry with othera however induatrioualy trained through a foreign langu- 
age. You can go about it with complete confidence. 

I referred b culture and indicated that you formed part of the body of truateea 
for Iodia*a culture. What Tcall Indian culture ia one and indiviaible. 1 take it 
that thia ia the creed of thia University. Separate cultures referred to in controversy 
are hypothetical ideas framed ad hoc for the purpose of a stage in investigation and 
reasoning. We ahould not confound religion or religious practices with culture. 
The culture of India wUh all ita varieties ia In fact one. It ia single and iodivisible» 
even an the climate of India is one, with all its varieties. The composition ia itself 
a dbtinctive unit, as old as English culture. You do not anslyae the colour of a 
peacock or of a spotted deer or the tiger’s gorgeous coat but apprehend it as one 
whole. You do not understand it as a conglomeration of several separate colours. 
So it is with what I call the culture of India, dnd it is of that you are trustees. 

On behalf of the assembled gathering here, T congratulate you and give you 
our beat wiahea. 1 hope* that you will fulfil with honour and efficiency the dutiee 
eaet on you in return for the epecial concern which the State and lebrued men 
engaged for the purpose have spent on you through the period of fifteen yeare of 
Brahmacharya whbh you have finiahed today. 

The Osmania Univeratty b unique In all India in that the highest ecientific 
ednoation aa well as the teaching of the Humanities are done through an Indian 
language, the rich Joint product of Muslim and Hindu contact. It ie unique 
beoaoee every other Univereity throughout India uses the English language and 
from what one can lee haa no Intention of using mny other medium within a 
measurable dbtanoe of time. The teachers established in the Universities and the 
^ka in vogne form a conservative fortress of exceeding strength. The place of 
English in the edminbtiative meobinery of India and of almost every state and 
provincr in Indb completes the apparent impr«)nabllity of the fortification. Yours 
IB an adilevement of which not only von hut all India ahonld be proud. The only 
languege that can claim to be an afi-lndb language b Hinduetani and that ia the 
mediiim of inetiuetlon in thb Unlvenlty. Yonre, then, b the true Vidyapith, the 
Swedeehi Univereite of a)l India. 

Let ne hope that all diffieultiea will be overcome as are being overcome here, 
and timt them will soon be varioue Univereitiea aeattered over Indb whero the 
hif^MBi branohee of kaowledge am dealt with in one or other of our ten great 
languim. The smallest of these laagnaseB is spoken bv popnlelionB Uorger 
then that of Fbrtogal or of SeoUand ana Ireland combbca, and many of them 
am spoken by laim nnmbem than the pofiaatlon :of Spain. Each one of them 
ppeamsee an abandant litemlofa of Ita own^ pioaa, poetry, soog, drama and fiction. 
tTnforCnnately as yet even the Unlvenitbe nom in the new-fonnd eoneeioneiieii and 
mnaiBaance of India, lha Andhra UnlTamli^, the Mysom TJnivenIty, and the Anna- 
asalai Univemlty have not taken etepe to impart Univm^y adneam of te hifdiert 
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I 1b Tdagn, KaoBadB or IHunil nor it thon bdj ohortorod UnifondtyUiit htt 
ilad or it mporioK to adopt Moiklhl or BtDgtli tt itt modiom. The gmi 
. dvertllj of Benartt hot oot yet rctoWed od tny •dventnre in the direeiioo of 
tdoptfeg the fiogne fnuMt of Indit at the medinm of inttmeiion for the hij^er 
Uniecrnty eoonet. I am not indulging in cheap eriticitm without tfalittiig 
dilBcnltiea. It it beeance I know the difflenltitt, that 1 admire the courage, the 
patient indottry. and the tehitYement that the Oamania UniYcreity hat ehown to 
Itt oiedit at a thining esample for all India. Let ut hope that the Oamania 
egperiment will enable all of na throughout India to OYercome the difliicaltiea and 
act aaide the illnaion, which i» the greaieet of the difficultiea, that there it anything 
inanperable in gWing the higheat inatmctton through any one of the great languaget 
of India, be it Hinduatanl or be it Telugu or Tamil or Kannada or Marathi or 
Bengali or Gnjarnti. 

Sir Akbar Hydari on whote advice Hit Exalted Highneai iatued hie firman 
in 1918 and founded the Oamania Univezaity laid all India and all Indian lan- 
guagca under debt by the bold recommendation he made and the courngeona 
execution of the plan laid down« The Bureau of Tranalation which wna founded 
along with the Oniveraity became naturally the chief feature of the work that waa 
inaugurated twenty-Qve yeara ago. All inatruotion in the Univeraity waa to be 
through Hinduatanl. Engliah being given its proper place aa a compulaory language 
aubject. Quoting Mr. Vincent Sndth, the historian, Sir Akhar Hydari pointea out 
in hia mernmndum about Hinduatanl that its syntax was simple and flexible aa 
waa claimed for Eogliah, ite vocebulary wee rich with an abnndaree of words 
drawn from Western Hindi, Sanskrit, rersian, Arabic, English and other aourcee. 
and it waa capable of expreaaing ideas on any aubject, literary, philosophical and 
scientific. 

I have referred to the medium of inatmction in this Univeraity aa Hindus- 
tani though the official name adopted is Urdu. It is a paradox, out none the 
leee true that in a world dominated by prHudices, small differences cauee wider 
gulfs than very big difiereiicea. The dinerence between Urdu and Hindi it 
insignificant, almost microscopic, compared with the yawning gulf between any 
Indian language and English. But we are able more easily to reconcile ourseltea 
to getting all our achooling, not to speak of higher instruction, done through 
l&gli^ than to overcome the prejudice againet Hindi or Urdu. Yet if what la 
apokeo and understood under these two uamea be written in one script, the difie* 
rence will not be greater than that which marks the language of JhoniOD*8 /fam/ae 
aa compared with that in which Goldsmith wrote the Vicar of Wakefield or Char- 
les Lamb bis eesaya. We do not call the one English and the other by some 
other name. While we are quite able to swallow the Engliab camel— language, 
•oript, idiom, phrases and all— we strain at the gnat of Hindi or Urdu because of 
the difference in a certain measure of vocabular^f. It baa been conceded that it la 
poaaible even to adopt a third script^ Roman, without damage to the identity of the 
language. Indeed large numbers in the Civil and Military servioea are today 
learning through the medium of Bomao script what we all recognize aa the lingua 
franca of India. As regards the proportion of Sanskrit borrowings as agamat 
words taken from Arabic and Persian, la it really a great point when there la no 
difference in stnictuxe, Idiom or grammar or in the main bulk of the vocabulary 
of the language f If our ultimate goal ia the enrichment of the vocabulary of 
Hinduataui and the uae of H as a medium for every variety of higher knowledge, 
the difference between Hindi and Urdu based on present vocabulary it bound 
rapidly to vanlah. The en lchment of the laognage that la y^ to be aobiev^ by 
me in the teaching of modern knowledge will leave present differences in voeabnlm 
far bdiind. Wealth and variety are advantages and not a cause fw qumrel. The 
anltability of Hinduatanl aa a lingua franca oonaia ts in the very fmt that It hat 
banned by and modified to anit the requiremenU of both unong 

I and Mnaaalmani, and haa bmn for long written in both Uidn and Nagan 
The enriehmant of voeabnlary from Hindu aa weU aa Islamio soaroan, far 
belog a difficulty or oame for quarrel is the very proof ^ ite mpi^oi ^ 
dm mrviee. tSoiu la and eao ^ no compnlalm In ^oioa of worda. 
non ia no Univexaity that has made Hindi m aneh t^ mecBum of in^- 
Hen quaUfjrliffi for dogma In Boiaoeoa and Hnmanito. Hydmabad to ftoeiid 
doBid larma to thomnn franca of India by ita bold and ancoesifol eKpadmoDt 
Snuidn. Tho nama^idn ahonld not bn a eanae for nnderrMing thio 


I of tboao wbow coofirmod opinta ia that the stadonto* 
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pMlfitni or nontralitj in rcUtion to this wnr. which it knew it conid not do even 
If It wished. It deefsred Itself resdy nnd wlllinn for th«» fullest nssocistioii with the 
Allies provided her cisim for s ststiis of independence sm! equslity with the other 
free pMples of the world was adiuitted. Tlie Indian National Coii»!ress made this 
position as clear as was the obverse of it, namely that it protested ajtaiiist India 


clear as was the obverse of it, namely that it protested sftaiiist India 


'llie issue was not handled by the Biitish Oovernment in the manner that the 
situation demanded. As a result mutual district developed aiict became fixed as a 
chronic disease so that even Hia Majesty's Ooverninenfa dechiratioti on Maroh 11. 
1M2, to which no esception could be taken hardly made any impression on the iwople 
of India. Still, had more patience been ahown by the British mission in the nego- 
tiations that took place in Delhi in April I94*i and more earopst co-oi'eratioii been 
foribcominit from the Viceroy, t ie iasue miitbt have been aolved. But as everyone 
now kiiowa, greater attention was direct'd to propapsjtda as to who was to blame 
than to a aettlement of the issue itself. 1 do not rlaiiii for the Indian leaders that 


on their aide they made no mistakes in this connection. Blunders on one side could 
not britig disaster if on the other side were developed compensatitm tset, patience 
and stateamanehip. We could' have aaved the aituatiou in apite of Viceregal non-co- 
operation if we had these qualitica in extra-measure. Instead we succumbed to the 
temptation of comiwtintc in pride, imiiattenee and distrust and the negotiations broks 
down. The British Government were not prepared to far in taking; risks to 
appease Indian nationalism or in extending trust to tho«e who showed so much 
distrust. They preferred to lie content with euch co-operation as they could get on 
their own terms and banked on the reaourcea that they could conunandeer with the 
help and power of the phyaical authority they exercised in this country. They 
decided to fight Indian nationalism along with the Axis. They adopted methods of 
non-co-operation ss well as of repression in conducting this battle. They met every 
symptom of discontent with repression and adopted tlie method of passive resistanee 
against all proposals for a solution of the deadlock. This policy continues and our 
own errors of pride and lack of atatesnanehip have hel|>ed the Britieh. Tlie future 
it full of danger fiir world-peace. Wisdom calle for a satislaotory solution of the 
ludisn problem before the peace- treaty of 1945 overtakes the world. 

The honour of an invitstiou to address the graduates of this University wss 
extended to me on more than one occasion before this, but I was prevented for one 
reason or another from enjoying the privilege. I am very grateful to the authoriiiea 
of the University for rc|>«afing the invitation in apite of my defaults, i iinderstaiul 
that ills invitation to roe haa displeased some of the people who hold the view that 
there should be no conciliation of opinion by any recognition of the right 

nf aeiiaraiiim for Musliin tracts in the future conetitiitlnn of litdi.i. On behalf of the 
Univareity aiithoiities I roust point out that the invitation to me whs mneb older 
than the rei*ent negotiation s. In fact, 1 owe an apology to the late Vice-Chancellor, 
Dr. Ki'dar. for my inability to accept hia invitations during bis terms of office. 
Again on behalf of myself let me ask thoae who apprehend evil from my address. 
Is the case for undivided Hindustan so weak that it can be endangered by a s{>eecb 
of mine on this occasion T Such tear doea no credit to thn sirrngrh of your con- 
viction. Obviously you doubt your creed. Or is it your view that these graduates 
who have gone through an intellectual course which haa qualified them for various 
Degrees in your University arc yet. so poor of understanding that they cannni safely 
stand a single assault on my part? it would do litile endit to your confidence in 
University education If you think its products should be kept in iutcllectual purdah 
lest the purity of their beliefs^ and opinions may be corrupted ? 

I know that the University authorities do not hold such views and that 1 am 
giving petha(Ui undue iinfioriaiice to a stray disaenter. But 1 feel that 1 had better 
point Slot the error of even one fieraon who has such appreheiisiona. Our national 
problems are difiicut and cry for solution. No one, least of all University men, 
should hold the view that truth is protected by suppression of opinion or that a 
University education that entities one to a Degree is yet not good enough to enable 
one eafely to hear tome contrary opinions on national questions. 

And what is the hereey I am guilty of T I stand for a solution of the Muslim 
iMue on terma which have now obtained the apfirovai and adherence of the acknow- 
ledged eaptain of our national afTaira. The terms of eolution are open to anyone to 
examine and crittciae. By all weans let iia prefer to let tbfnga remain unsolved 
rather than agree to aaydiing dishononrahle nr tyrannical, but it is not dishonour 
or aubmiaeion to tyranny to allow the majorities in any area to be in more than sub- 
ordinate '•hargeof »he atrairs of these areaa, which is the offer Uiat wa made to Mr. 
Jinnah \ wuii v»atch he is not satisfied. 
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Moifim liidtnliip hati in my opIaloD, iliovn aa laotpadlp for ocmr- 

a^ionilj following op Ika owo deolactd PoUop, It It ofor tiio oom^ tbal wo allow moia 
oonftga when doBaoding aoiMtlilog wm um ofhar par^ will not giva. than whan It 
arrif aa and elaima oar aoaaptaooa aod zaapooiibllitj. Tha dangara and Mablaa of a 
ao?araigD aaparata Stata beooma moia olmoiia whan It la oAirad than whan It waa 
jamandad and rafuaed. The Maalim Laagua ohalonaty prafara eootfo?artp to tha 
caapooaibiliUea of goveraBant. it flnda a aaoaa of anooaaa In (nuotionlog aa a wall- 
diaciplined party in oppoaition to any adfanaa towarda demoeratia rula In India» 
which la aaaler than tha andertaking of a aaparata atata in tha praaant world. It ia 
not tha chaaplona of unitary Go?arni4ant, not tha Akhand Huidnatan leadarahip, 
but the Mualim Leagna itaelf that haa daalt a aawa blow and oauaad a aatdiack to 
tha Pakiatan oUIb. If tha Leagua'a eontaotlon la that Pakiatan cannot Baintalii 
Itaalf without the ioeluaion of non-MoaliB araaa within Ita boundarlea, It la a fatal 
adroiMlon against tha caaa for aaparation and makaa tha argument lor united India 
unanawarable. Yat this waa one of tha concrata clalma over which nagotlation broka 
down. May be that thin ia all to tha good. It gi?aa time for everyone to think morn 
abont it. If the Muelima can reoonetia thamaelvaa to a united aod federated India, 
they can have it and an honoured and even a privileged place In it. If tha Mnalima 
want a halfway honaa in tha ahape of a Oonledaratlon of free nnita In voluntary com- 
bination without prejudice to their potential aovaraignty, they can have ouch an 
arrangement teo. If they do not want to be a unit In any Federation or Ooofadaratlon 
but want to be a eeparate aovareign Stata aa waa aaid whan they met at Lahore in 1240. 
they can have that also, but we nave atated tha {uet, fair and faaaible conditiona under 
which they can have it. 

Than we come to tha aeomingly greater eonatitntional obatacla to Indian freedom 
and Indian democracy, namely, the treaty-protected autocratic rule of Indian princaa 
in aztenaive tracta eprawling all over India. Their able miniatara apeak two languagaa 
— one the language of the modern world, of democracy and prognaa, whan they aiiti- 
eiee the Mueltm Laague*a attitude, and quite another language whan they aaek to 
hold on to the privilegea derived from Treatiea, Engagamanta and Sanada. entered Into 
during the time of tnis Eaat India Oompany. They claim alliance with the King of 
Great Britain and aoveriign atatua aaag^nat Indian nationaliam. They claim aa a 
corollary the right of non-acceaaion to any Indian polliy baaed on democracy to which 
they do not individually and apecifically giva their approval. In internal adminl- 
atration they refuae to march, with the timea and have eo far failed to give to their own 
people the political righia that the people of the provincaa in Britiah India enjoy under 
atatute, although there ia no difference whatever in the condition, education and 
culture of tha people of the two intermin/^led arena. The talk of their own genina and 
tradition and development along tboee Itnea la Juat duet in the eyea of the foreign 
critic. They uae the phraee internal autonomy meaning thereby the maintenance of 
peraonal rule and oppoaition to the movement of democrac^y percolating into their 
domaioa. They claim under treaty with Britain the help oi Britiah military forcea 
to protect their authority aa againat their own aubjecta. Aa Frofeaaor Ooupland haa 
deacribedit in hia recent book, the gatheringa that take the name of legialative aaaam- 
bliea in aome of the moat advanced of theae Indian Btatea are atill mere Durban 
that add colour to the grandeur of the peraonal rule that prevalla in tboae areaa. 
Peychological illuaiona of democracy are nought to be created with the help of large 
nominated blocka that vote to order allently to neutrallae any popular vote* The 
Madraa Statee. M> aoie, Hyderabad, the Oentral Indian Stotea, the Kaatern Btatea, 
the Went India Btatea, the Baiputana Staten and Kaehmir. form together a great 
eprawling. patch on the map of India and are a greater logical Impediment to the 
aapiration for unitary democratic rule in India than . the vague and unpartieolarined 
deeire of the Mnalim League to form a aovereign Btate out of certain areaa in the 
northweat of India aod in Eaat Bengal. What 1 have aaid about the abnenoe of 
eonatitntional government in the Indian Btatea doee not mean that aome of the 
Frlncea and their capable officiala have not done a great deal lor the proaperity and 
happineaa of their people. Indeed in aome mattere autocratic rule can aAieve 
qntekly what takee conaldcrable time and management in democraclea. Borne of the 
Btatea have advanced beyond Britiah Provipcea in certain mattere that do not affect 
the peraonal aiithonty of the priocea aod Uielr miniatere; But good government ia 
no aubatitote for aalf-govarnment, aa Dadabbal Naoroji quoting Campbell-Bannar- . 
mao aaid 38 ycaia ago, and la atill aa trua aa aver before. 

That India haa -a great fntnie ia certain. My faith baa ationg aa aver, hot 
wa mnat ehed tha fond dream of driving the ball into the hole In one atroko. Wo 
have to woftk np to it and work poeiUftly. We mnet abandon the noUqp that ia to 

« 
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pttrlotie to ba in tbn wltderoaw nnd that if we evoid preeeDt reeponribilitj, tbe 
gfiftt fnise will drop on ue ne « Rift of the Gode in retnrn for tbe Tapoeyn 
of nbotentfon. We ebonld eeue hoploR that by none maRic oar peieinent 
refnaal to help oureelTea will outwit both the enemiee of oar freedom 
abioed and the opponente of sationaliem at home and that till 
then we hare only to be patient. Let ue not imaffine that by peraiatmt 
abatendon from exereiaing partial reaponaibility we ahall achieve both oar objeetivea 
at one and the name time, that of bringinR about internal harmony and confidenee 
in place of diacord and diatruat, and of wreating fall power from unwilling Imp^a* 
liata who bare our country and ita people in their grip. If we wiah to advance in 
oar programme we muat seize aueh opportunities and such power as and when they 
come, and use them to heal the diseases that have developed in the body politic. 
We ahottld use them to build up the habit of a common purpose cutting across clans, 
creeds and communities and to establish social and economic coiiiiitions that will 
help US to become strong as a united people and stisuin the respoiiHibilitiea of 
freraom. The cry will be raised that this is defeatist mentality and that 1 advocate 
surrender. Of such clap-trap we have had more than enough. To give up an illusion 
la not surrender but wisdom, especfally when that illusion leads us to leave the field 
free to Imperialism and those that thrive on it, to corruption and the full play of 
all anti-national forces. The confidence that if we seize opportunities and take up 
power and responsibility we can build up is not defeatism but the contrary of it. 
Subjection has developed diseases of all kinds and 1 firmly believe that they cannot 
be healed by merely remaining in the wilderness and allowing reaction to do full 
mischief. By all means, let us keep our aim and our inherent right to a revolution 
intact. Let us not be committed to a course that takes us away from the goal and 
the path leading to it. But let us not discard precious opportunities for building up. 
Thtf handiest and most effective tool for constructive work that rebuilds a natiou is 
the government machine. 

The journey along the route that I advocate may seem long, but it may prove 
much ahorter than it may now seem. On the other hand the heroic ahort-cuts that 
appear in tbe map of our day-dreams may be nowhere available on the actual field 
and serve only to leave the enemies of progress in full and free possession. I advise 
this on its own mo.*its but let us remember also that when this present war termi- 
nates, as a result of experience gained therein by the belligerents, the status of 
international sovereignly will be curtailed in material respects. 'Tnter-dependence, 
not independence” will be the international slogan raised by the Great Powers. 
Excepting America, Britain and Biissia, all the peoples of the world will be less than 
sovereign. None of the small States properly so called or the States, which though 
big in size and popiilatiou must lag behind in military and economic organisation, 
will be truly independent. All of these will be treated as legitimate fields for tbe 
activities of the International Police, which is another name for tbe triphibious forces 
of the Great Powers. But or rather therefore India will not be worse off than moot 
of tbk ao-called independent States of tbe world, if she takes up her own responsibility 
under any fairly decent settlement. The quality and numerical etrength of our 
population are such that in spite of all that I apprehend may happen in the world 
immediately after this war, I am certain that we ahall one day be a great well- 
governed people at tbe head of the liberated peoples of the world leading them 
in civilisation. Let me hope that you who have received Degrees this year will aee 
that day in your lifetime. 

1 congratulate you on the attainment of your Degreec. in particular the woroen- 
grsduatea. Do not be depressed either by your unemployment or by your environ- 
ment. Even if you do not find work suitable to your equipment and commensurate 
with the labour you have bestowed on your education, remember your role aa Uni- 
versity men and women and do what you can to raise tbe intellectual tone of socieU, 
to purify the public taste, to make people broad-minded and to bring refinement in 
privste life. In such endeavour you will find your happiness wbstever msy be youc 
rink or condition. God bless you all. 


The Patna University Convocation 

Tbe following is the text of the Address delivered at tbe Special Lonvoeatlon 
of the Patna University on tbe occaaion of its Silver Jubilee Oel^ration by Sir 
Sarvapalli BadhakrUhnan qq the Both Nwemher, 1044 ^ * 
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I «m dMply gratefnl to the onihoiitiot of the Poiim Unirer^H; for their kind- 
Mi io eddiiK no to tiieak on this memoreble oeceeion when the Unirereftf le celt* 
facettng ite l^lm Jubilee. When 1 icceiTed the iiiviUtion« my firet feelfni; wee one 
of donbi-Hloubt, whether I bed enythinit to eeji that would not be e tedioiie repetf* 
tion of thiogi more adequately aaid before, unleea, avoiding that, I fell into the trap 
of developing aome original ■uliiiioii of the world proiilenw. Fortified by the hope 
that tmthe ean bear repetition, i eball not aniiiae yon with any novel tale of our 
civiliaafion, its cause and cure. 

As institutions measure their lives, this University is very young, and your 
distinguished Vice-Chancellor, who has served for four terms, though old in yearst 
is yonng enough to see visiona and act on them, ^'he atidrcaa, which he recently 
gave at the inauguration of the Utkal University, reveals hia ohatiiiate idealism and 
constructive iwtrioiism. 'Jhoiigh bo there reminds us that be is only a **matriculateb*' 
ws know that he is a typical UnivcrBiiy man, sane, tolerant, and devoted to the 
serviee of learning and good manners. When he retires at the end of the year from 
the Vice-Uhancellonhip of this University, he can look back upon a singularly 
varied, interesting, and eatisfying life, and in hia iicriod of retirement— may it be very 
long— be may yet see hia University play an imt>ortaiit part in the life of Uie 

f »rovince; and his country grow into a self-govertiiiig, contented and helpful partner 
n the federated commonwealth of nations. 

Though this University has had about twenty-five years of life, some of its 
inatitutiona are much older, and the traditions of univeraity life in tliis city have 
been of great antiquity. Patna^ and its neighbourhood have been the stronghold of a 
tradition so remote and uninterrupted as to startle oiir mushroom vanities. **As far, 
O Ananda, as there are noble places of residence.*' says the Buddha, *as far as 
merchants travel, this will become the chief town, the Pataliputrs, a centre for the 
interchange of all kinds of ware."^ Shortly after the death of the Buddha, the capital 
of the kingdom of Magadba was shifted from Rajagrha to Pataliputra, Under 
Chandragupta Maurya, a vast empire was established which absorbed the dominions 
conqnerra by Alexander the Great. Pataliputra was even then famous for great 
teachers of secular learning. Canakya propounded a scheme of government and 
political strategy which influenced the minds of the ruling clsssee for centuries. The 
great grammariana (Panin!, Pataniali,* Vararuei) were associated with this place.* 
Aaoks, whose edicts graven on roexs and pillars in all the provinces of his vast 
empire, preach In simple and familiar language the great truths of goodness, gentle- 
ness, charity, and mutual respect had his capital at Palaliputra.* His councils were 
held here, and bis missions of peace and piety set forth from this place. Many 
great teaehera of Buddhism, from Mogalliputta and Upsgupta, came from these 
parts. 

Jainism spread from here to all parts of India including Afghanistan. It was 
in Patalipntra that the eleven Jain angas were compiled about 300 B. C. Digambara 
Umasvaii and Aryabhata flourished here. After the fall of the Maurya dynasty, the 
Sungs line came into power, aud its founder Fusyamitra repelled the forces of the 
Greeks, and performed the famous 'horse ssciiflce*, according to Vedic rites. This 
incident shows the rise of the Vedic religion. Under the imperisl Guptas (4Ui and 
5thCentnclea A. D.) Pataliputra became the centre of a Hindu revivnl. A Vaisuava 
religion (which absorbed the beautv and gentleness of Buddhism) developed, insisting 
on love and charity to all mankind. Yuan Ohwang found the city in a decadent 


*Archaeo^cal evidence shows that the modern city of Patna is built on the 
site of the ancient Pataliputra. 

^Rockhill: The Life of the Buddha ^ p. 126, 

*Patan)ali illustrates the use of a certain preposition by the expreesioii, anueonam 
pataliputram, Pataliputrs is situated on the river Son. Even during the visit of 
Megsstbenes, it was situated at the junction of the two rivers, the Bon aud the f^*ngss. 
Apparently the bed of the river Son bss changed its course. 

*Gp. srnyate ca pataliputra ssstraksra psriksa atropsvarssvarssu iba panioipin- 
gala iba vyadil vararuei patanjali iba pariksitab kbyatim npajagmnb. 

*Of bim H. O. Walla writes in his The Outline of Hietcry : "Amidst the tens 
of thousands of names of monarchs that erbwd the columos of bisto^, their majesties 
and graciousnesses, and serenities and royal highnesses, and the like, the name ol 
Atoka shinea, and shines almost alone, a alar. From the Volga to Japan his nama 
is still bODonred. China, Tibet, and even India, thoagh it bas left bis doctrine, 
preserve the tradition of bit greatnesa. More living men' cherish bis memory today 
thra have ever heard ^ namea of Cmiatantioe or ckArtamawn# *’ 
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eondltioii. and apeakt lo iia of .tha mooimtfita of paal maanifleaBaa. TIni dtf waa 
faitond lo pofpor and pmnarilp nndar Oia PaU nag. Dhannamla^ 810 a. n. and 
flonridMd for a while. EpCra^le cfideaea meala tfi |^Mm ofPatMmitin till the 
12kh Oentary a. n., whan It iiaaaed under Mohammadan mla. fiber fibah, in 1541, 
bnilt the fort of Patna wbieb aoon beeanM a eentre of trade and attraeted Eniopean 
merehanta, Tha Jeenite foniidcd a eettlemeni at Patna in 1030 and the EnKliab bed 
their own baee 1667. In the yeara that followed the Battle of Plaaaey, Patna be- 
eame a mat military eentre. On the 18th Deoember. 1911, the new ProTiaee of 
Bihar and Orleea wae eonetitntcd with Patna an ite capital. 

The tiharaa from which thie profinee derirea Ita name^ ware O’e Bnddblat 
eonnterpart of the gnmknlaa of the Vedie period, with their raia. They were the 
reaorta of Bnddblat mooki and anna for atady and meditation. '*To gife Tiharaa 
to the aamgha, where in aafety and In peace, to meditate and diink at eaaa^ the Bnddba 
ealia the beat of gifta. Let then, the able man, regarding hie own weal, baTC pleaaaot 
monaateriea bnilt^ and lodge there learned men.**^ Aa learned men began to lod|m lo 
f ihaiaa, atndenta were attraeted to them, from ? arlona parte of India, aa alao from 
diatant Joto and Snmatca, from Oeyion and China, from Tibet and Korea. Theoe 
fibaraa were eentrea of Bnddhiat atndy for nearly twelTe eentnriea. Fa*Hlen (599— 
414 A. D.), who apent three yeara in tbia dty fleeting rare Bnddhiat aeriptnrea, 
apeaka of two Tihiuraa or monaateriea at Patalipntra. with aix to ae?en hnodred monka 
and tbouaanda of atndenta. 

l-Taing tella na that at Nalanda he aaw not only thoae who were apprentielog 
themaelTea to the rdigiona life of a monk, bat alao thoae who bad no intention of 
renouncing the world, and no acquired general learning neeeaaary for the life of the 
honaeholder. In the worda of the biographer of Tuan Ohwang, the Bub]eota etudied 
inoinded **the Vedaa and other hooka, the Hetaridya, Babdafidya, Oikitaafidya, the 
AUiarra Veda and Sankhya.** In the fiiat or the entrance eonrae a knowledge of 
the following branchea of atndy waa required : fiabdafidya or ? yakarana, grammar, 
alipaathanandya or arta and orafta. eikitaaTidya or medical eeienoe, hetofidya or 
logie, and the adhyatmafldya or the acienee of aelf. 

During the Mohammadan period In Patna were eatabliahed many madramha. 
Sikhiam alao Influaneed the people, Patna being the birthplace of the Sikh leader, 
Oum CoTind. Pataliputra baa tbna been famona for ita retreata of apirltnal Ufa 
and aeata of learning, neenlar and aaored. The author of KathaiariUagara apeaka 
of it in eloquent terma.* 

The UniToraity whoae fiilrer Jubilee we are eblebrating today, ia bnilt on the 
elte and ahould continue the tradition of Pataliratra aacred to memory, oonoeeiated 
by legend and immortaliaed by hlatory. The Unireralty of Patna waa founded in 
pnrauanee of the policy of the Britiab Gofemment whieh uaumed ohqrge of the 
moral and material progreaa of thia yaat oountry in the middle of the nineteenth 
oenihry. The flrat of the Indian Uniyemliiea ia the Unireraity of Calcutta, which 
waa founded on 24th January, 1857, and in the conraa of that famoua year, the 
Uniferaitiea of Bombay and Madraa were alao eatabliahed, Thoae UniTeraitiea were 
howerer only examining bodiea, while the oollegea affiliated to them undertook direct 
teaching. In 1882, the Punjab Unlyeraity waa founded, whieh paid more attention 
to oriental learning than olhera ; and Allahabad waa founded in 1887. At the end 
of the laat century Calcutta Unireraity exerolaed Juriadiction o?er a large ^rt of 
India— Bengal, Bihar, Criaaa, Aaaam, the Central Pminoea, Bnrma and Ceylon. 
A Uniyeraity apread oaer anoh an area cannot be expected to exerciae adequate 
control oyer the affiliated oollegea, of help in the adyancement of learning or 
eMeney teaching. A Commimion waa appointed to anggeat meaamei *'aa may tend 
to eleyate the atandard of XJniyeraity teaching and to promote the adyancement of 
learning.'* The Aet of 1904 helped to make aome of the Uniyeraitlea into teaching 
onea. In 1918 the Qoyemment of India leaned a Beaolntiou fayoniing the derelop- 
mant of new teediing and reaidenUal Uniyeraitlea, and leatrieting fta afaa oter 
whieh the affiliating Uniyeraitiea had control by aeeuring n aeparate Uniyendty te 
each of the leading proyineaa of India. In pureoanca of thia policy the ^niye^ 
aitiea of Daooa, Aligarh and Benaiea, Rangoon, Patna and Nagpur were eatabHAed 

To aatiafy the needa of tim mfinee of Bihar, whieh waa the major partgim in 
the newly-cieated proylnee of Bihar and Oriaaa, and affiUating and 


•tad idam diyyam nagaram mayaraeitam aa paaram ata era namna palallpa 
tmm kaetram lakamlaainmtyoh ’ 
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Uohwtty th* oM tm «M MirirttdMd at Patea. Nmr 

• Mpmta piotinet, it it otl? attual that H thonld httt • ” A? ^5 

and wt an all lAetaad to naleonia tha aatahlMiiBeat of tha Utkal t^iff^tfi aad 
find amoBg oa tta fliat Vloa-Chaooallor. _ ^ ^ f.aa«^ 

Through modaro UnWmltlaa Wtatern CalHiio haa beeomt ap t^liTa fa^ 
Id our cultural erolntion. Tha connti^ la robom after ^5oani of trouble, aaa aw 
eulture renorat^ through eontaet with the wtata All the algna of a wwat Beatw 
anoa, the turge for fnSbm In all aldaa of Ufa, the new conception ol a natioaal 
patciotbm and public apirit, are*ottmnlatad by weatorii thought and pnticlaai u ^ 
When we ataud on thia rite with* ita atonoa worn amooth by the tread of 
uncounted generationa, when we incline before the monuiaenta of the opatlfe eBOfi 
of earlier agea, the Brahmantcal, the Buddhiat, tha Hindu and MogbuU In auppm- 
tion for the renewal of atrength, we are impreeacd by the deatnleMu eaa 
nlayata) of the apirit, that, though bent to earth, rlaea buoyant tom the pieaaure of 
cmritiea. and inapirfa ua to new life. Generation have come and gone, ataaduil^l 
faith and courage have rlaen and fallen, but the apIrlt of the race la* Immortal, 
renewed from age to age in the great aoula who moat ahiningly emMy II. The 
biatory of tliia city ia a mirror of the continnoua development of Indian life ua 
culture, which ia not a haphaeard collection like an album of old raotogranha, bni 
a living organiam where the life-giving currente •till operate. They do not dleappetf 
thmigh they change their IneidMee. The ability of the Indian mind, to gaae oaek- 
ward, while moving forward, haa made for both oontinuky and progrM In every 
oivilieation there ere certain oonatanta as well as certain variables, Ihe great ma- 
tant of Indian culture, is the spirit which la not the product of one century alon^ 
but part of a great vital' thrust that had taken other lorme In the far diateat pMl, 
and will take still other shapes in the unknowable future, Thie epirit of lud^ 
which ft ie hard to analyte and bard to explain, ia one in which all Indlaat In 
different ways share, thia strange and exalted feeling ia that there is a kingcfom 
not of thie world which ia within our gnap. . , 

In ihe ancient system of education the three main alma of humm life were 
recognised. We are prodneers. citiaena, and men or human beinga. We nil need 
to make a living, the beat that oonditlona allow. We all live in a lOeieiy, and so 
should be good membma of it. We require a aoale of valoea, an idea of the good 
life. The efficiency of a oommnnity depends on the vocational or technical towing 
given to Ua members. Its criterion on the elvie and tocial virtues cultlTated by lla 
membera and its quality on the spiritual directioa, the aeoie of valnee adopted by 
the Boeiety. The main purpose of cducatioa Ie not ezbauated by the nrat twob by 
the ■oquiaition of knowlMge and teehnieri akill or the social vlrtaea, Is a 

bnuger which will not be appeased by these. The soul of man is ormted lor ^ 
vision of the Supreme. Id Ha poaieeeloD, though It were only a faint gleam eanglit 
tom a great way off, is happiness. Bereft of It the human spirit is In towmt 
We need the atuiomeot of wisdom whieh makes for spiritual freedm. Ba vidya 
ya vimnktaye. The apirit of Indian enltnre ia dominated by the ideal of the 
integral or the whole man. In the coamio staircase which the Taittiriya Upanlsad 
describes as consisting of five stages of matter, anna, life, prana, the rimpls oonsei- 
ousnees of the animal or primitive man, manaa, the intellectual conaehmanean 
vimana, the integral eonaciouaneae of the apiritnai man, ananda, we are of 
the fourth and moat grow into the fifth order of nwaieiiaes. 
Initiation into a higher Hie, rebornneaa, dyitiyam ianma, is JP»PO>; 
of edneation. We areltorD into a world that ia visible, pbenomenri. mateM and 
Erectly observable, the world of science and law ; there is another wond behind and 
bayond this world, the invisible, interior, spiritual, felt rather than .paerived, mght 
rather than observed, the world of spirti To tnle world of arint fhm la m 
element in ue whieh reaponda, whieh makes ns trust in a Reality that la bmad tte 
perception of the senses, beyond tbs scope of logicsl remon. We bovMorsto 
tonscendent Bsslity which ws cannot h^ to enolpss fat any temnto temsd by 
tha bnmao mind, but it is tbs sonres of tbs idssl that inspires the ills of hnmMity, 
There Is tbs pressure of the apirit in man, the fores that ioMn* w *0 seek tiia 
better, not only In the order of knowledge bnt in the order of life. 

When we get beyriid enecesilon, when the eouPe gmnd tonchseeMtiel 
Bring, we find Uie inezfaenetible fount of pcsee ; the pence besed iw e dM mff« 
de^ in God. It is the inwerd tonq^li^^f mind thet 
oonfliet, deetrnetion itself, that knows thet wdn and evil, eywi tbs world *; 
fnlnra (e enfolded In a toper Sf 22^? 

with which we sen see the emel^ end fnlnetiee of lU^ the vlrieoee of tac stoopgi 
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nd tb» nfictoiv of tka noak. Jm the Upraiiodt dedm ttat an mat fcasar 
Um 84f» vlMi Um BudAftMlnat toMekbo^,or cnlishlennMiit, when JcMUnmt 
lit lltat ^ly IrnBb thtll mtkt m frae. thtj «n poioti^ oat in dilbitat myt the 
intnAeltiiey of tteultr Ittroing tod the iotdeqiitey of noio hnviMiMi it o gold# 
10 life. 

Tho gnot f ot eh o r t of oneioat lloitt wm not only letrnod Imt firtnoot. Yoon 
thwoM givti ot on oceonat of the tttehon. Bithmtnictl tnd Bodditl^ whom ht rnet.^ 
They hid o dltdtin for tbt tlluniatntt of ttfe, for ita pltttoctt tad i^icoi .widoli 
wen tpretd btlon them in Ttin. Thett ttn^ely tnfrtaehlatd beingt li?td in the 
world but wen yet outtldt itt iariadiction. They carried on their dnllet with o 
dteitin dottehment tnd helped (heir pnpilt to beeoiie twtn of a kingdom which it 
not of tbit world. 

Thii Univereity in the Immediate fntnn will han to derelop a poet-giadnato 
adhool lor teiencet and lettert, and eetablieh profeteional and teehnologieal iatlitutea. 
If the yonng of the proTinee are to be prepared for life in a modern eocioty, the 
UniToreity will hart to proride facllitiea^or training in the tcientific. agrieoltiirtl, 
and indnatrlal departmente. llicae derriopmenta ^ will hare to take place, war or no 
war. In the hour of her worat peril, Great Britain did not tay let na win the war 
firat before planninjK for the future.* Educational derelopment ia a part of the 
general plan for national reoonitruction, which, of oourae, will include health and 
aooial leourity. if the Unireraitr derelope along theae linea, it will carry out the 
tr^itiona of (he ancient Unirerafty aettlementa but it will be dialoyal to them if It 
orerlooki the eauential, apiritnal aim of all education. 

Your Unireraity ia a war baby. It waa founded in the midat of World War 
I and hat come of age In the middle of World War II. We are all of one mind 
about the cruelty and ininatioe of war. Let ua not hide from ouraelrea the actual 
meaning of war. Ita hiatory ia wiitten acroaa all the akiea in blood and fire, 
dlaeloaing the ahame and diagraoe of our ciriliaation. War meana the ahrieka of the 
mutilated and the dying, the acreama of children cut down or torn to piecea by 
ihrapntii in bombea oitiea, day after day, week after week, for yeara, leering behina, 
when the war ia over, thouaanda of aoldiera, aailora aad airmen, blinded, mamed and 
mutilated, epitting blood out of their Innga, or beating their heada agalnet the walle 
of mental hoapitma. The oonacience of mankind, which ia not in the handa of a 
few ambitloua politiciana who manipulate the atate machine, declarea that war la the 
blaekeat of all Crimea in human hiatory. There ia a profound feeling that, if we are 
to win the peace, if wara are not to occur again, we muat 'bring about fundamental 
ehanm in the heart and mind of the modern world. 

The moat dangeroua period ia not the yeara of war when we atrnggle for 
fictory, but the yeara when war anda and we aerve to win the peaee. In the 
esaltatlon felt at the ending of a long agony, we will be tempted to overlook the 
meaeuree aeoeaiary to enaure the close of a grosa, mlfiah epoch and the beginning 
of a happier era for tortured mankind. The atateamen will be busy as ui 1918 
with the foiana of settlement but what happened in the yeara between the wara 


^'*Tbeie are men who. far teen in antique lore and fond of the cefinementa of 
learning, *are content in seolnaion*, leading iivea of oontinenee. These come and go 
(lit. aink and float) outaide of the world, and promende through life away ixom 
hnmaa affirira. Though they are not moved by honour or reproaeh, their fame to 
far apread. The rulera treating them with ceremony and reapeet cannot make them 
eome to court. Now at the State holds men of leerning and genina In esteem, and 
the people respect thdke who have high intelligence, the nonoure and prrises of euoh 
men are eonepicuonely abondant, and the attentions, private and ofBeial, paid to 
them are very eontiderable. Hence men can force themaelves to a Ihorongh acqulsl- 
lioa of knowledge. Foraettlng fatigue they *ezpatiale in the erta and aeienoer,’ 
Making for wtoton wl " ‘ ‘ 


Making for wtodom while *relyiiis on perfect virine’ they N*couat not 1,000 li a long 
tourney** Ykongh their family oe in affluent circnmstanoeB, anch men make np 
ihclc mladi to be like the vagraata, and get thmr food by begging aa they go about. 
With them there is honour In knowing truth (in hiving wtodom) and (litre to no 
diagraoe In being deetitnte. Ae to thoae who lead dtoaipated hUe live^ InxnrioQS ha 
food a&d exiravasm,; iu dress, ss surit mum have mO moral emltoaoee and an 
without aecompliahmente, ahame aad diagnee eome on them and their Ul-ieputo to 
gfiffgid abroad.* 

BMvaet from *Oa Tuan ChwangU TraveU in India, ei9---44S AJ>.* B. T. bf 
Thomaa Watten, and after hto death 1^ T. W. Rhys Havi^ and 8. W« BudWl, 
LDodoBf Bi^al Arialto Boetoty (190A),pp, 160'^ 
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■im fbe IntdeqoMj ol pcditileal eelUaniattli «Dd Um med lo adaotta dii 
tpirli of nail. ^ 

IndiiD thiakan oodantaod tbal paaot or aantl ia born of eontrol of giaad md 
adnahotai. Tha Ghinaae naka oat that tbara ean ba no paaoa vithoat barmonf 
(bo) and cqnalitj (ping). "Paaea^** aald AnKoatlna, *ia tba qjaiatnaaaof oniar. ia tha 
diapoution, which, according to tha likanaaa or uniikanaia of thiaga. aaotoa to aaah 
ona ita plaea.** It ia an organic, balanoad condition of aooiaty. It Ja charity, 
intallactnal charity, mntoal nndaratanding in which all thoaa who haliafa In 
ciriliaation, hnniaiiity, order abould co*oparata. Tha anoocM of any political 
aattlemant will depend on tha^* economic and intallactnal, tha moral and apiritnal 
factora. It would ba diautroua to devlaa the meohaniam and neglect tha human 
forcea that regulate it. 

Tha world haa bean burning for five yaara, and even whan it waa not on fire. It 
waa ateadily getting madder, more frightened, and more full of anxiety, unraat and 
hatred.^ llie blindneaa of praatige, the arrogance of a maatar race, the fear of 
economic loaa engaged the minda of the ruling claaaea In almoat all eountriaa. 
A philoBopliy of life which exalte luat for con^iieat and dominion, which roakaa a 
relmion of war and a cult of maaa murdera, which puta gangateriam into uniform 
and calla it patriotiam. which looka upon murder and atrocitiaa aa noble acta of 
duty, haa been in the aicendant. There are law a again at thoaa who aat a house on 
fire or murder another man, but if we burn whole eitiee and kill thouaanda of men, 
there are no penalties provided against such acta. The falea philoaophy haa to ha 
defeated in tha world of thought. 

Nazism is not a sudden accident in the paiharo of history. If it ware so, we might 
hope to secure a peaceful way of life, when once Nazism waa crushed. Tha pre- 
world aufferad from a fundamental malaiaain which not only the Axis powers but all 
nationa had their aharea. A world of slave empirea. racial diacrimiDaiiona, induatrlal 
■trugglaa, and wastages of human life through preveutible unemployment oaunot 
make for peace. Bo long as we perpetuate such a world, we ahall not have peace 
though we destroy the Hitlerite regime. 

II we would find '‘the real cause of tne contemporary tragedy when men live 
in a bell of hatred aod destruction, when the meant of happineaa provided by the 
resources of acience are within our grasp, we have to look deeper than the political 
oataatrophiea or the economic diaaatera of a mechanised iiiduatrialiam in which 
starvation and overproduction exist aide by aide. Never before in the hitiory of 
man has it been poaaible for ua to create the world in which we wish to live. In 
the past the deaiiea of men were not difficult to discover, but the means lor their 
aatiafactioo were not available in an adequate measure. Now, tbaoke to the marvela 
of Bcienoe and technology, the means are available, but the act of spirit fa lacking. 
Id ancient India and ancient Greece, the seers imagined great ends and built great 
civilizations, but they failed, as the possibilitiet of good life were denied to large num- 
here, possibly due to the inaufficiency of resourcea. We have today enormous tesouroea. 
but are noable to imagine great ends and so ruin is staring us in the face. The 
contrast between man’s greatness and his wretchedness, between bis power and 
weakness, between bis opportunity and bis plight is due to the failure of ^rit 
to man’s incapacity to frame and strive for great ends, the real values of ^ 
Individual aouli and the ends of the State which are not prestige, power* or 
dominion, but the happiness of love, the joy of home life, ^e worship of Qod, the 
pursuit ol truth and beauty through science and art The world’s deeoent into 
barhariam ia due to an anti-democratic philoaophy of life. 

Sensible people are aeeptical, dieilloeloncd and unhappy as the whole develop* 
ment of reoent thought which culminated io world-ware is anti-democratic. Owi^ 
to oar praooeapation with the scteotific method, which hat given ua luarTHie 
and levointionfaed aoeie^, we failed to underetaad the value of the iodividnal who 
is tha ereator of all soMooe. As our study of the object— nature and society— 
iDoreaacd, our attaotlon to the aubjcct, the insplrer of all valuea dimiolahM, 
Oopemleae seemed to deetre^ the old. comfortable aeeumption that the earth was 
the oentia of thluge aod by dieeloaing the vast extent of the material ooiveraiL 
dwarfed the importance of man. Darwin tbongbi that the speciea which enrvivad 
were obviously tboee which were ;beit fitted to aatvive. When we take this prlod- 
pie oat of Uo blologloal context and apply It to human affalia, we helleva that 
then dmald be nq ioterlerenee of the Stete ib aeooomie aifidrs. Ifao’a piodiiotive 
■etlvItleiL eooBomista tell os, are gov^erned by their own laws and the leas Ihn an 
iaterfmad with, the better will they fonetioe. Eeonomie eotivltl^ we en toM, on 
wot Ip be Judged or dineted by uormel coottdemlone. The pursuit of ealjghteaed 
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Benlliim dtelait^ would laid to tha mataat good of aodo^. Fcond 
aotfoala that tha pottara of tha odalt mtod b tod in tha ralatloaahipa oatwaan a 
ahud and Ita paiaota formad uncanaoionaly In aarlj infanej. lha indindnal ia not, 
•n any affaeti?a aenaa. raaponaibla for lua eondnet Tha baharionriat hypothaala 
dlamiaaea tha mind altogathar. Mind ia almply tha anm of xadex aetioaa of tha 
narrona ayatami Ita mpooiaa and raaetiona. Tha aelantiilo aatimataa of man, aa 
biologleal, economic paychologioal or aoeiolcffical, hara a atroug hold on a eoneidar- 
abla aaetion of matfldna. If wa apeak of ralmon and philoaop^. planaibla axplana- 
tiona which explain them away ara offers Religion, to Fcand, ia an immaoaa 
anparatroetiira, growing oat of an infantlia oonfliet with the fadmr ; to Marx, it ia 
an inairument of aoeial domination; to aoeiologiatar it ia animiam or wiahful think- 
ing. Mora than tha aoientiaU or tha philoaophera, thoaa who followed them 
aeiaad iaolated fragmanta of truth and exalted .them into wiSa gaoeraliaatioua and 
became leadera of aecta or achoola of new thonght Theaa axponanta of new amartneaa 
uaa ail the maohinaa of pubUuity and impoaa themaalvea on imprearionable minda and 
fill them with donbta about the valua.of the human paraonaiity. Tha gradual loaa 
of tha old aimpHeity and integrity, tha prograaaifc aliminatton of tha human 
individual, hM affected tha roota of our life. 

Yet there ia the unappeaaad need in man to lore and adorer to dare and riak, 
to anffer and aacrifioe himaelf for eauaea. Lay religiona of tribe and nation, of blood 
and race are exploiting man’a aapiringa for the high and the noble. The world haa 
become pagan and barbaroua. Wa have maaterea tha world and the aalf but aoid 
ouraelvea to the devil. 


Whan wa therefore turn to the afdrit of Indian culture, it in not a mere 
noatalgie longing for the paat. It ia neceaaary corrective for the oiviliaation which 
haa taken a wrong turn, for tha culture which haa diaintegrated. It offara a new 
integration of life, bringing religion and aoiance, politica and buaineaa into a unity. 
If we ara to make a better world, we moat become different men with different 
atandarda and aapiratione. Tha great tradition of philoaophy— Indian, Greek, Mualim 
and Ohriatian, recalla ua to our < unity in the rational nature, cur unity in the 
anpreme end towarda which we all ahould atriva. Each one of ua haa by virtue of 
hie manhood and not birth or aoeial atatua the right to exiat, tha right to keep 
ona’a body whole, the right to aeek thoae good thinga through which a rational 
craatnre may perfect himaelf, and the right to travel toward eternal life along the 
road of one’a eonacience. Human dignity requirea that all men ahould be treated aa 
man. not aa thinga. We muet en]oy, in the worda of Aaoka, dauda aamata or 
equality of ail before tlie law, vyavaharaaamata. political or aoeial equality. Each 
one ahould have an opportunity to achieve, according to hie effort and bia condition, 
hia human fulneaa, to attain the fruita of wiadom and virtue whetbei he la digging 
the earth or governing a State. Social iuatice demanda the free participation by 
each one of ua in the good thinga, material and cultural, which will help him to 
gain that inner liberty, which ia obtained bv knowledge of tha truth and m«atery 
over aelfr 

We have in India a double legacy of generoua tradition ana a blighting diioord. 
a apiritual elation and aa obetinate dieeaae. We have preached equality and practiaed 
aoeial inequality. The rigouraof tha caate ayatam, tha treatment of the Harijane 


are oppoara to the epirlt of Hinduiam. Centuriea before Christ, Yainavalkya, who 
waa a native of Videha (io North Bihar), laid down tha maxim : *'Let no one do to 


othara wbai ha would not have dona to bimialf.’^ Many of tha mat leaders of 
Hindu thought and practioa have danouncad caate arrogance and proclaimed tha 
equality of all men aad womra. Aa a mlt^it ia^the privileged who have atarted 

* laftAw nf 1i 


laigaly a rcoord of tha repeated efforU of exceptional men who found Bfe baaed on 
aarvitttde, ioaufferable and who sat out to change it. In India wa have bad many 
protaatant laformara lika tha Saiva and Vaienava aainU. Baaava, Bamanand, Kabir, 
Dado, Nanak, Oaitanya and Namdev, who taught aoeial equality. At lha pmant 
time, it ia Gandhijl who ligbli a lamp of hopa in the haarta of milUona of tha down* 
tnmen. Mora than avar today, tha world la crying aloud for revoIntioBary reooo- 
atruetion aad acnaitive men aiw in tha front of every great upheaval of homon 
spirit* 

Tha Allied nations era figblinc to mdntain tha right of nations to live ttwlcota 
Ufa, tha right of individual man to of tboo'i^l, apaeeh and politleal 

againat Imtal tyrannies whleh wonld deny and daatroy human ri^ta. In atlww' 
words, wa are fighting to lalaMa lha whole earth from private and poliliaal iontn- 
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priatkatoUiebmelldaliiMof mukfaHl. Waiffiralhat «• ilud for prcmutioo 
u^tt forec, for tbo aiaii^ agoioot Um Urn, lor froidom agaiaol tlaTery« for know- 
ledge egeinet Ignorenoe, lor nnfeitered inquiry egainet authoritarian dogna. ior 
reasoo agaiost uoreaeon. We fight that we nay eur? ire ae free peoplee. If the 
pbieetirea which the Allied natione proclaim are implemented at the Peace Oen* 
lerenee, if there ie a real change of heart, if imperialiam ie aboliehed, If race die- 
crimination ia given up, if a world court and organiaation ara eet up, the world may 
grow Into a better place. " 

In thia war, Britona, Americana, Ruaaiana, South Afrioane, Polea, Indiana and 
Cbineae are in action tide bj aide. They look not at each other, but in the mme 
direction, lliey figbt for tbe common objective of a federated commonwealth of free 
natione. They nave been fighting on land, operating on aea or in the air under com- 
bined Allied direction in all parta of the globe. In apite of the divereity of peoplee 
and governmeota involved, the common canae haa cidled forth in an unparallelod 
way the brotherhood of natione. If we can co-operate in the art of ware, if peoplee 
of different racea and natione can work together in a fighting partnerahip, cannot 
we ahow theaame apirit of co-oi)eration and brotherhood in achieving taika not lean 
atrenuouB than tboee of the war ? The brotherhood in arma ahonid develop into a 
brotherhood in peace. 

We teachera have alao our part to play in tbe development of Che world 
community. We muat teach boys and girle that civillaation ia a co-operative 
endeavour and a'd nations have contribuM to it. In every educational inatitutioh, 
we may teach the piipila, not only legitimate pride in one’s own tradition and love 
of motherland but also the brotherhood of nations trhich modern oonditiona of life 
demand, the futility of wars and militarisnt, which mean the withdrawal of immenee 
human resources from constructive eerviee to aociety, the need for universal co- 
operation to the advantage of all, the reepect due to the great men of all lande and 
the neceaeity for the practice of toleration of all creeds. 

It is empty rhetoric to proclaim great ends without organising the condifUmi 
which make these ends possible. Where tbe Allied natione have the power, they 
ihould even now eet about implementing their idcalc. Tbe Indian situation at m 
moment is full of anxiety, but there is no ground for despair. The demand lor 
political freedom is universal. There ie no country in tbe world which would not 
rather govern itself anyhow than be ruled by another. Political aubjection ia the 
root canae of our progressive degeneration in character. Sir Thomas Munrohi letter 
to the Goveinor-General. dated November 13, 1818, sums up tbe situation: *Tbe 
strength of the British Government ensbiea it to put down every rebellion, to mpel 
every rebellion, to repel every foreign invsaiou, and to give to its subiecta a degree 

of protection wbteh tnoaa of no Native power enjoy but these edventages are 

dearly bought. Ihey are purchased by m racrifice of indf pendeuee, of narional 
character, and of whatever renders a people respectable.** I'o be deprived of the 
freedom to solve tbe probleme of one's country ia tbe moat deprassing form of 
apiritual degradation that can be inflicted on thinking map. No amount of material 
Improvement can compenaate for tke loaa of spiritual dignity. Ihcre may be great 
difficulties in being free. It requires effort and vigilance. But freedom it the 
eaeeotial condition of the true life for tbe people. Subjection iteriliaea a natlon’a 
genina for clviliaation. Political freedom means a great reh see. a soaring of the 
spirit, which will mean a healthy renewal of creative activity. If Indian people are 
politically restless, if politics nave become an 'epideaiic', it is not unnatural or 
uniutelligible. ^ , 

We are not concerned today so much with the maintenance of past glome 
as «»ith the organisation of future progress. AH schemcf* of post-war reconstruction 
assume a national government. In spite of British rule for over 160 years, the 
country ie etill an uneducated one. Twelve per cent of the people as a whole and 
only flve per cent of the women are educated even to tbe degree of being able to 
read and write. The type of education which even the few get produces large 
numbers whose opportunities are disproportionate to their ambitions, and who are 
therefore transformed into misfits or enemies of aociety. 

Mr. Bargent. with great imagination and reeolute purpose, baa augmted a 
radical reorgatifsation of our educational aysti m from top to bottom. Hia objective 
ie *'to outline ibe minimum provision of public instruction which would place 
India bn an approximate level with other civilised countries...Tbe expenditate 
involved is admittedly heavy. The experience of War suggeata that wbw a para- 
mount necessity can be established the money required can and will be found. 
It ia for India tu deckic whether tvoe bat arrived when a national eyatem of 
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^ b a iMiaBomit oaMMit;.* Only an Indian KorcniBant. braaddMaad on 
Um will of tba people, ean implemeot the enggeetcd eeheme of edoeallonM 

deTrt^mnt^ A. V. Hill, After hie recent vliit to Indie, gave the Honee of Oom- 
auNie A i^etly Account of the heelth of the country, ite norAlity from prerentible 
itt eemi-AtUrvAtion, ite berely imeeiiiAbie poverty. He epoke in a tone of 
greet urgency About the phyueel mieery of the country. Ezpeotetlon of life in 
Indie ii twenty-fix yeeia egeiiift the Britieh sixty-two. Only belf the people born 
In Indie reeoh the ege of 22 yeere while in Britsiu two-thirds resch tbe ege of d(X 
60 per cent more food ie weuted in India for d ceut health end the undernourished 
ere a prey to ill-beeltb, infection end diseefc. Professor* Uill believes in **the 
Erection of ell the methods of modern science end technology (Including medicine. 
Agricttituve, education) to the fuller use of natnral and human rfsonrees end the 
betterment of the life of the i^ple.." 'ilie Rusesiu example denionstrates that 
modern scientido methods can raise very quickly tbe level of national etriciency and 

R rosperity. Like Russia, India is a land of peasants; only 16 percent of her people 
ve in towns of over 5, (XX) people. The vast majority are peasants and their urgent 
needs are more food, better food and health. The record of the Government in the 
past produces impatience and bewilderment. Only a popular Indian government 
can shake us out of our lethargy, combat illiteracy and superstition and promote 
indnstiisl development. Professor Hill affirms that ^^progress in nstional develop* 
meat could be sensibly quicker under s purely Indian government, able to furnisl 
an urgent sense of nstional purpose and daring to apply the necessary rigour o 
persuasion or compulsion.**^ 

Through a conspiracy of circumstances, India is not only undernourished, she 
la ill-educated and over-strained. The vast majority of Indian poeple have no 
ehanee of full development, and are suffering from almost universal depriva- 
tion and .misdirectioiii and yet her potential wealth for human culture and 
civilisation Is immense. H. G« Wells observes: **111 spite of the tangle of 
eireumstancea that hta frustrated tbe aelf-realisation of all but an in6nitesimal 
fraction of the Indian population, its contribution to the synthesis of human thought 
have been such as to justify the belief that the World Revolution will release a 
vaater amount of aaderstaoding and serviceable intelligence from this agglomeration 
^ peoplee than from any other part of the glob^"* A free India will be 
able to make effective contributions to the culture and civilisation of 
tha world. 

The British Government have declared their readiness to recognise and accept 
Immediately after the war a working constitution framed by tbe Indians themselves. 
But if the Indians, at present, are unable to do so, tbe responsibility for it is partly 
tbe Brittsbers*. The British Government baa been in absolute power in this country 
lofT over 150 years but has ao used its power as to create cleavages which today 
aeem to be unbridgeable, and tbe suspicion is widespread that the British wish to 
retain in their own hands the effective reality of power and ao are not anxious to 
help the Indian people to overcome the differences. It ia an age of historic move- 
ment that we are living. Britain, by her long connection with India, is enirnsted 
with the proud and fortunate duty of assisting India, by example, by sober 
friendly counsel, by material aid in the establishment of a Just democracy which 
ia impatient with feudal rights, which ip intolerent of organised privilege, which 
nsf^ea to aee poverty abolished and an honourable social equality enaured to every 
peifon alike. This is possible only in sn India which is united and self-governing, 
thongh not self-sufficient or self-contained. 

with the increased iuierdependence of the modern world, tbe independent 
nation-state ia becoming more and more unlit for the organisation tbe world needs. 
A world orgsuisatioo, working through regional groups, is sn urgent neeessity. Of 
aneh groups, the three prominent are united Btatee of America, the Union of 
Soviet Boeiaiist Republiea and the British Commonwesith of Nstioos. The strength 
Of tbo British Commonwealth depends on tbe recognition of the unqualided nation- 
hood of its members. When the Dominions feel that they are free to shape their 
own life and destiny, they become equal partners in the common enterprise ol 
working for a fellowship of nations. If India is granted full freedom as tbe other 
dominions bsve, she will be happy to he within the British Commonwealth of 
Nations. When Gsndhiji was asked to explain what he meant by bis *Quii India* 
formula, he said that he und erstood by it that India should be entirely free to choose 
'^SpeViaior, 9thllune, 1914. ~ ' 

^Phoitiix, p. 157 (1942). 
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wMImt AtdMwld MOBC iDttdSKiiitfiiOmaMMivtiiiiof JNftUoiito^ He mm 
H it hi WM Ihii Mi vMld diooei to be t mnber of the OimiBioiiwiittli« 
if ihi nfK CBtlnlj frit. Thi dtoMUid te Indcpendenoe li a cry bm Of ditfiilr* 
Thi Oiiypi' oier coo^td the propOMil DoniDibo BtalQi inth the ri|^t of 
liOiiifba eipiMtly ookDOwMfml m port of the Coii»titntioii» 6o tb« qaiiuaii of 
lodipMidinoe Tenoi Domioioii Btitao lotco a!t poiat 

A ftdnil demoeritic otote with antottony for the Provlneei and tha 8tata% 
ahoold ba oor aim, QaofpnqfAloallf, eaoBomieally, and culturally, India la oua and 
indiviiibla. In a raoent work, ‘rated by Mr. O^Mallny as Uodtru India and Ma 
ITsaf, ha dbserroa: *Wbatefer other dementi of unity may be lacking, India la 
united by a common culture, which for many centuries has been ebaraoterisod by 
ramarkable continuity.*^ To this eultural continuum, all races ano eommunitiaSi 
that ha?e their homo in India, ha?e eontrihuted. ludinn music and Uteratuta, 
aenlptora and painting, art and architecture, life and manners and e?en religiott 
and philosophy show the inflnenoe of ?aried traditions. Any attempt to break ^ 
this unity, to divide the country iuto independent sovereign states will be a tragic 
mistake, which will hurt the interests of all communities and the country as a 
whole. It will be disloyalty to the ideale aimed at by our statesmen, Hindu and 
Buddhist, Moghul and British. We may redraw the boundaries of provinces, but wo 
ibould have a central authority to adminiater vita! eubjecte of common intereit like 
defence and foreign affairs, commnnicationa and cuaiomi. It will be a tragedy, 
which every partiiot ibould try to avert, if India, which la one In political aubjection, 
geta broken when freedom is achieved. 

If the Hiodu-Mnelim difierencee today are so acute, tney are not entirely of our 
making. At a lime when the people were beginning to think and feel along nationallat 
tinea, we were Invited to look oureelves, not aa citiaene of a nation, but u partiaani 
of a commanity. Separate communal electoratea were set up against the expreeaed 
wishei of the vaet majority of the people. The nationalist impulse has been 
•erlously hampered by these clever devices and we have now the ciemand for the 
division of ludia. Even if we bring about territorial readjustments, we cannot 
avoid the problem of minoxitiee. Bo loug as there is the fear of the domination of 
one community by enother, steps will have to be taken to seenre the legitimate 
righta of all. Perhaps an impartial commission will have to be set up at the 
centre charged with the task of protecting the interests of the minoritiei. 

University men have epecial duty in dissipating the cloud of ill*wlU and 
mieunderitanding and promoting inter-communal harmony. Political leaders on both 
aides, who have a superb confidence in the validity of their own prejudices, pervert 
hictorical truth to suit their own tbeoriea. When Bury said that history ia a scienet, 
he meant that it must be releaaed not only from the temptations of rbetorie bat 
also from obscurantist obteseions and political prejudices. The interests of all the 
Indian people who have had a common history are the tame in the matter of 
politiec and economies. 

A seif-governiag democratic India is not feaaible so long as the Princes remain 
owtside ^ Federation. A third of India and a fourth of her people belong to the 
Indian Btates. Their territories cut across the roads, the railways and the rtvera of 
Britiah India. Many of the progressive rulers are ready to join an Anglo-Indie 
Federation in which the Btates and Che . Previoccs will be free to develop along 
tbeu own tinea in friendly accord with each other. 

The Btates have no external aovereignty. The British Oovcrnirnit. represents 
them in external affairs and protects their subjects, when residing or travelling abroad, 
Inter«atats relationa are all conducted bv the British Ooverumeot. Thi Btatsa 
have dHTcrant degrees of internal sovereignty. Political upheavals all over the world 
Indicate that the only safety of the Princes ties to the support of the people and 
not in tha treatiea that bind them to the Grown, Again, even the Paramount Fowee 
has tranaferred responsibility for government to the people, where it baa direol 
•way and so the rnlera, protected by it, have to follow the example. Betides the 
Btntci today are fighting with the Allies on behalf of democracy and against tyranny 
and they cannot teiiimately stifle the movement for democracy and freedom In their 
own tenitories. Alany of the States have introduced popular inHitutiona and are 
•bowing great capacity for adaptationa which is the only condition for aorvival. 
The power of paramountcy will have to be transferred to the Central government 
where power will be ahi^ by the Provinces and the Ststes. 'ibis government 
wiU deu with all matters of defenee, 'foreign policy, finance and power to intervene 
•boold government show aigns of eoUapae in cith er the Pro vinces or the Btatea. 

^ Modern India and the West (19# IJ, p. 1. 
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I OI?lTACt«- 


▲I tht llm« of tlM Orip^* offer, H.H. the Moherole of Kaeh vir wdeoMd It «m1 
ptotod lift fall tapport to It 1 hofc no doobt the potrlotie prineit would be Uolte 
wUlmg to deel with the lodien people end eo-opeiate with them in the balMlnff 
an of e fne end proeperooe Indie. 

Let ne teellee diet e Torolntion it in progrete in on eonntrj, which Tetttd 
intertett mej delep but eennot prerent It It for ot to eo*operete with e fntuie 
from whote ooffteqaeneet we eeenot eecepe, while yet the ehence of eo-operetion it 
not eltogethei doted down. The e?olf log dj^nemic o! hietory meket for e democreey, 
polltleel, eeonoinieel end toelel end the Uoirertitiet mutt edneete the youth, not 
lor the world thet it dying but for the one thet It ttruggling to be bom. It it too 
much to hope thet thie Uoimtlty, which it eelebreUng iu Silver Jubilee todey, 
whioh hot Inherited velnct, veluet which ere older theb modern elvlieetion, will 
work in the next twenty-five yeert lor the emergence of e commending eim, en 
overerehiog purpote, e megnificent retolve, which would cepture the imegmetida of 
our people, drown our querrelt, ov^ride our ditputet end meke ub eehemed of our 
own littieneet end help ut to build e free end protperout Indie 7 


The Utkal University Convocation 

Dr. Saehehidanandu ffieka, eddtettlng the firet eonvoeetion of the newly 
oreeted Utkel University et Cutteek on the 2nd. November lt44 seid 

1 theH not be wrong in thinking thet you ell went **ewerej**~tbe term which wet 
nted by Hit Imperiel Mmty King-Emperor George V, in the eooree of bit Royel 
Mniiegn (tent through hit revered uncle, the lete Duke of Oonnenght) on the oceetion 
Of timinengureiion of the lndinn Les^leUve Aeaembly, iu 1921. Now it it nil to the 
good thet e country idiould heve economic freedom end poUtieel independence, if her 
peo|de but poeiece the cepeeity nod chnrecter to retein onoe they heve neqnired 
them end to hold thdr own egsintt ell eggremort. But whet if the people do not 
poeeeee each eepeeity end oherteter, lor went of which they ere more likely to loee 
th^ meet precious giftt— howeoever received or obteined-~et lOon et they ere 
neqnired. How did lodie come to lote her independence 7 Whet wee it thet led to 
the eittblichment of Britieh role, throughout the length end breedth of tbie Urge 
country, or rether sub-eoiitinent--eB Urge es Europe mtnue Ruttin— end whet wss 
it thet had enabled the British to reUin their undieturbed pocsession over their 
Ijidiin territoriee for s longer period then the rulers of sny importsut dynnsty in 
Indii f And how fe it thst, in epite of our stiennoue efforts, the gosl of Indian 
Bwerel ttemt almost es distsnt to-dsy ss it was s quarter of s ceniury back 7 

I wonder if nny of you, with all your desire to obuin independence, heve 
esiid to answer these questione to yourselves, after a osreful study of the lubjects 
Involv^ in their eoniiderntion—the history of your country, its sociological condition, 
the cspselty nnd ohnrscter of your people, and also those of the Britisb. whom 
you are so anxious to replace in the government of the country. To those who 
would care to grasp these questione, i would commend the serious study of the 
second part (dealing with India) of the late ProlesBor Seeley’s illuminsting work, 
*'The Expsnsi(m of England,’’ which (ibough published over sixty years bsck) is 
still by Ur the most instructive exposition of the sobiect. If you will but study it 
with an open mind, you will realise the truth enunciated by Mebstms Gandhi 
when (replying, some veers bsck, to the address presented to him by the Msdree 
Oorporetion) he bteted his conviction that **twarsj would be the ineviteble result pf 
the enlightened nwekening of the messes of Indie, which was e hardy tree of patient 
gfowth, end required the patient toil of men end womep," ..... 

I fully share the oouvlctiou that the diffusion of souml politiesi knowledge 
among the Indian mesces is the only precUcsl method for generating their '^enltgh- 
tened ewskening.” Remember that though en '’emotional awakeoing*^ of the masses 
may be poesible to bring about by inducing them to do eertein tbinn under the 
■tmas ot en exciting imphlae, tlmir ••enlightened ewntoiDg.” whidi^ MiAetmn 
Gandhi desired to usher, can only he brought about, elowly but steadily, hy the 
diffusion of thst sound political Mucstioa which will lequire *the psaent loll of 
men and women”— 'the raect end influence, of wbidi have not yet been brought 
intu foil pity in ont pnblie Ufa, ud oo one politiMi MtIfitiM, bj iwhb oI 
*lMiiotiouri mtkaiiag- haviDg out ito dudow oo turn. 
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IPXAL STSTSM or GOYBRNHBirT 

Allmoet All edncAted lodiinA ngtrd DamoerAcy as ad fdsAl systein of GoTsni- 
nsDt Bot Dsmoeney is aI pmaol ASSAiled in mAny quArters in the West itself, 
by serious doubts shout its suoeess as the best form of Gorernment, end is sold to 
be on its trisl. It is no longer felt se oertstn. se before, thst the bssie Assumptions 
of the theory of Democrscy nre Absolutely tensble end sound, end It is now bud by 
msny highly qusliOed pbliticsl thinkers thst these Assumptions, when subjected to 
sesiehing criticisni do not ring true—though there is a possibility of a swing sgslii. 
In the opposite direction. **Goyernment by the people as a wbole^’— was regerdra by 
Abrshsm Lincoln as the hsll-msik of Democrscy, its one differentietlng criterion 
from Oligsrohy, the gorernment bf only a pert of the people. But the grestest 
historien of Antiquity, Thucydides— in his world-fAmous history of the Peloponnesisn 
wsr— bed put into the mouth of the most eminent politics! lesders end the grestest 
stAtesmsn of sncient Greece, Pericles, the definition of Democrcy in the following 
terms:— **Our constitution is named Democrscy, becsuse it is in the bstids not of 
the few, but of the msny.*’ But the definition of Pericles— howsoe?er suited or 
spplicsble it might here been to the city-Ststes of sncient Greece— is wholly 
imprscticsble if Ap])lied to larger Areas, except by the method of the election of 
xepreeentstiTes, which system is regarded by msny historians of constitutional 
derelopment as the most important contribution made by our British fellow-subjects 
to the progress of mankind in good government. 

An eminent American authority on constitutional subjects, Mr. A. L. Lowell, 
sums up. however, his views on the soundness of the theory of Democracy, in the 
following terms:— *The conception of government by the whole people, in any large 
nation is, of course, a chimera; for wherever the suffrage is wide, parties are certain 
to exist, and the control must really be in the hands of the party that comprises a 
majority of the people.** And so ultimately the theory of Democracy breaks down 
iti actual practice into a government by only a majority of the people— thus postu- 
lating two parties in the State, and in its Parliament. And far from being “the 
government of the people as a whole,** it is In practice only an Oligarchy in disguise. 
In the resnlt, Democracy becomes the government (of a State, or a nation) tech- 
nically by the people as a whole, but practically by a majority only. The latest 
and sternest critic of parliamentary democracy is Mr. Bernard Shaw, wnose *Every- 
body’s Political What's What** (issued in ^ptember last) is a remarkable work for 
ont-spokennees on the subject of parliamentary and responsible government, which 
many of us in this country set nigh store by. Writing at the advanced age of 
eighty-eight, with more than six deesdes of experience of public sffairs, Mr. Shaw- 
one of the keenest intellects in Europe— opines that “the British party system should 
be scrapped ruthlessly.” 

But this system— with all its limitations— has the obvious advantage ( as 
emphasised by Lowell) of maintaining a political equilibrium or balance, in the States 
between anarchy and absolutism, sinee for Its efficient working it requires at least two 
major political parties of which one favour a greater and larger measure of individual 
freedom— a drifting towards anarchy, without desiring or working for anarchy while 
the other favours more and more centralisation— thus drifting towards absolutism,; with- 
out desiring or trying for absolutism. Too much drift either way, when it is likely to dis- 
turb the balanee, arouses a more or less general protest, and the voters then place the 
other party in power— which restores the political balance, the most important con- 
comitant of Democracy. Thus it is a political system, which, in its present form, has 
not been long enough established, in the world, to be said of it that it will necessarily 
suit the sociological conditions of all races and peoples, since it is a complex and 
and complicstra machinery of government, requiring special conditions for Its 
suceese, which have not yet been found to exist evsn in all the countries of OonU- 
nental Europe, or of the two Americas. 

A SiLraB Dbiiavd 

Nevertheless there is prsetleal unanimity among educated Hindus— and their 
view is now very largely nared by the other communities also— that the early, if 
not Immediate, estabushment of not only democratic, but full responsible, govern* 
meat (the system In which the Executive ie. responsible to the Legislature) is 
absolutely esaential to India's well-beiog ; and Britain’s refusal to yield on this^iat 
till how has bnt served to evoke much bitterness sgainst that country, and to produce 
tremendous acerbity of feelings acalnst the British— which finds daily, nay, burly, 
expsee sio n in the press, and on platform, in India. The argument that Indkuie 
shfiuM tiaia themselvee for polMeil indepeadspce by rsheaising, in the conrse of an 



«42 THE CONVOCATION ADDBESSES t miL- 


uiiduli loDti; series of yesrs, if oot decades, ibe whole drama of British history from 
William the Conqueror to Kina George VI, is regarded by educated Indiaoa to bo 
ao senseless a demand as it is believed by them to be 'selfish, since they conteDd 
that the same process by which Nature compressee ages of biological evolution in a 
few weeks of ea: ly embryonic life in the mother's womb, applies equally to political 
evolution. Tbnse are but a few of the many arguments that— along with the political 
and the economic ones, with which you are familiar— are regarded ao cogent end 
conclusive in favour of India's claims to immediate economic freedom and political 
independence. 

The case for India's attaining swaraj is. in my opinion, so absolutely incontro- 
vertible on much higher grounds than those usually 'hrged in its favour, that it 
requires no resort to doubtful political methods or sharp tactics. Confining myself to 
the moral side of the problem, I would say that the desire for independence springs 
' in the human breast from the psychological phenomenon that an environment whi& 
constantly suggests a subject people's depenaence^ incapacity and inferiority as com- 
psred or contrasted with the position of vantage of its foreign rulers, hss the in- 
evitable eflect of debilitating, degrading, depressing and suppressing the ruled In their 
own estimation not to say in that of others— thus reducting them from the high 
level of humanity to that of lower creation. The daily and hourly, conscious and 
subconscious suggestion of the inherent inferiority of the ruled, as compared with 
the rulers, is thus the ineradicable defect of an alien domination. This is an in- 
superable defect which even the best foreign rule— such ao that established in India 
by the British— cannot, in the very nature of things, ever be free from, and the sooner 
it is realised aud tackled, the better would it be for all conuerned— whether the rulers, 
or the ruled. I can tell you from my ex^Ience that there are, in almost every 
British Indian province, public mao ana others, who had been members of the 
Oentral, or a Provincial Government and who have lived to see not only BecietarieiL 
but even Under-Secretaries, to Government, in their time, elevated as ipembers of 
the Government of Indis, and even to the ranks of Governors in vartons provinces 
-•-while they themselves (inspite of their knowledge and experienosb gained from 
inside, of the working of the administration) had been but ploughing the sands or. 
at best the lonely furrow, since their retirement from office. You wul easily recall 
what but a few years ago threatened your own province but which was only avoided, 
at the last moment by reason of a very strong protmt by the then Ministry backed 
up by public opinion, throughout the country. Not is it all. Except once (in 1921) 
and that for less than a year, no Indian has been appointed a permanent Governor 
of an Indian province and the recent photographs taken of the Governors' Con- 
ferences at Delhi— the Viceroy sitting in i be midst of eleven Governors not even 
one. of whom was so Indian-^which bad appeared in the press, bad evoked feelings 
which 1 have no desire to describe. Those amongat ua who repeat the slogan that 
it is not high offices that matter but it ia the conaiitution alone with does, have yet 
to learn that it is men who mould systems and tranaform even deftetive ones to sub- 
aerve the end in view. All these feots clearly point their own moral if they do not 
adorn a tale. A system of administration ao galling and humiliating to the self- 
raapect of the people of this country as the one that obtains at present carries con- 
demnation on the very lace of it and the point . needs no elaboration at my 


hands. 

But apart from the psychologicaL aspect of the to wbi.>b 1 have invited 

your attentiodF, there is another no less important, to which (in his Romanes 
LMture lor 1902> on The Kflations of the Advi»nct<i and the Backwaid Races of 
Mankind' the late Lord Bryce— well-known as the au.hor of two monumental works, 
The 'American Commonwealth and niodcrn dcmov iacus — drew poiuicd atteirion as 
bming on the ethnological and the eocioK*gical sid* of the effict of foreign rule on 
a peo|ue less advanced than their rulers or vd a dtr'cieut race, or colour, fiom them. 
After having laid down the proposition iliw "the aversion to colour reaches its 
maximum among the Teutoni", Lord Brvic discv^sid at length the tioublea that, 
in the nature of things, are bound to ari«>c irtqnciiib between the rulers snd ibe 
ruled, where thev belong to races not only icarkcd /S by colour, but also in sociolo- 
gical conditions." 1 shall quote a passage f»< m the very striking observationa of 
li)td Bryce "ibe social relations of two raves which cannot be fused raise problems 
even more difrunli, hccsiise incsi>ab)c of being legniuted by law. Law may attempt 
to eecure equal admission to public conveyances or public entertsinmeiits. But 
there are injuueB which cannot be picvenUcl Imy unity corrupts the ordintfy man ; 
and even the better sort suffer from ibe consciousnesa of their own iupeiiortly not 
merely in rank, but also in suength and vohtioo One must have lived Mong a 
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waaker nee io order to reeliie the kind of Irritation whioh lie defeote prodaee Iq 
thoM who deal with it, and how temper and eelf -control are attained In reeietinft 
lemptaiione to hareh or abitrary action. It needs eomething more than the rirtne 
of a philoaopher— it needs the tenderneae of a saint to preeerre the same ooiirteay 
and respect towards the members of a backward race as are naturally extended to 
equals.** 

These are facts which caiin&t be challenged or disputed by any Impartial 
observer. It is much to the credit of the British in India that such acts and inel* 
dents, as were mentioned by Lord Bryce had been steadily on the deerease» on their 
part, consistently with the rise of a sense of higher self-respect, as the result of the 
diffasion of education, around Indians. Bnt the broad sociological facts and ethnolo- 
gical conditions, enunciated by Lord Bryce, stand good for all time ; and have got 
to be taken into account in considering the problem, whioh admits of but one 
solution • the economic freedom and political independence of the dependent country 
and its people, rhat seems the only solution of the problem, whioh roncerns the 
destinies of about four hundred millions of human beings —nearly from one*fiflh to 
one fourth of the |M)|»ulation of the world. Thus by incredibly slow, painful, and 
reluctant steps, many of us, who started public life long years back, with far 
different views on the political prtibleros of India, have been driven to tbie Irrefut- 
able conclusion that the only remedy, for the very unsstisfsciory and deplorable, 
situation in this country, is the estsblishment of swaraJ, as soon aa possible. 

COtIUUMALlBII 

6|)eaking shout the communsliem Dr. Binha said, **The source of the poieon 
of communsliem, that hss been for now nearly forty yeare corroding our national 
life ia to be traced elsewhere though we oursAlvee are not entirely free from blsma 
for the growth of communal movementa and tendenoiea. Those who will think over 
the matter dispassionately and impartially, will have to admit that the reeponeibillty 
of the British Qovernment for the present situation— howsoever wsIl-intantloBed 
their policy'-has been no less great in this matter. That being the position, it will 
alwsys be very difficult for nationslist leadere to drive out the evil of eommnnallam 
from the land so long ae It is freely and almoet aggressively, recognised, not only In 
the administration of the country but even io ite constitution.'* 


Ihe Allahabad University Convocation 

The following ii the text of the Convocation Addreea delivered by Col. Sir Kailat 
Hakaar, AT/., C. 1, E*t LLl). on Sovemher 194i . 

Half a century, all but two years ago, when tbie my Alma Mater was herself 
a atripling aged nine yeara, I came to these hallowed preciiicte to receive the sheet 
of parchment, which entitled me to flaunt a Hood and Gown and put after my 
name, in their inverted order, the first two letters of the Englieh alphabet. 

During these yeara since 1806, a period relatively abort from the standpoint of 
intellectual and moral advancement, what immeoee etrides tbia academic centre hae 
taken, how its activities have broadened, how obviously higher the standard of know- 
ledge, in its multifsrious sspects, has riseo ! 

No one will question tbst this accelerated progress, in particular the eonveridoii 
of the University from the mere affiliating aud examining to the unitary type has, 
in the main, been due to the ambitious eiithusiasu and unremitting toil of e worthy 
father and a worthy aon, both inspired by love of leeruitig for its own sake; 

I, therefore, msrvel at you Mr. Vice-Ohanoellor. that despite your dleeernment 
and the wide field of selection that lay before yon, yon should have eboaen to 
unearth a fossil to deliver this Convocation Addreee unleea it wae your parpoee to 
exhibit to the young graduates assembled here to-dsy the contrast Mween tbe past 
and the present in order to suggest to them that the law of evolutioue Is operalisit 
in the sphere of knowledge, as eltewhero, that the recent rai^d progress le oiily the 
earneat of more rapid progress to come and tliat tberefora they owe it, to Ikimelvei 
00 lese than to their country to exploit to the lull their woooerfol importj^tiea. 

Id any case, while your incomprehensible choice bee heighteoea niy feeling wl 
embarraeement it has equally deepened my aenee of the hooojtr yoo hm done me 
by enlling me to my present task. 1 will eohteot myadf with igsdog Mmply bttt 
in all sincerity— '*Xhank you very much;* 
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To thofe young peroons who to-d«y ]oin the time-honoured guild of greduetee 
1 would My : Life ie not just e wonderful edventure ee you should mske it ; it is 
Also e wonderful privilege. Hence it imposes greet duties. As the poet-philosopher, 
Luocetius, neatly puts it “Life is given to none in fee-simple, to all in usufruct.*’ 
It is more still. Life is a raeial heritage. .... . 

You stand between the Past and the Future : the world is yours to enjoy, to 
organlMt and to reconstruct. Your lot is cast in these sad times of turmoil and 
tribulation, but so has been the lot of countless others in the past. Remember— 

*The troubles of our proud and angry dost 
Are from eternity, and shall not fail. ^ 

Bear them we can, and if we can we must. 

Shoulder the sky, my lad, and drink your ale,*' 

To-day Mankind anxiously asks if there be no way out from gloom and horror 
ino life ana light. Centuries hence in different circumstances but with human nature 
little, if at all, changed, Mankind may be asking the same c}uestion. But such a 
reflection should not make you hesitate to blase now the trail for great movements 
that you hope will build a happier world. You are put into the world to live and 
if you can to be happy. You can neither live nor be hsppy without displaying 
energy, without fighting, but your energy and your fights are vain, indeed harmful to 
yourselves and others, if you forget that you have a duty not to Posterity, that is 
too much to demand, but a duty to Humanity in your own short diy. 

Man's personality needs growth and development in its four different aspects— 
Intellectual, Physical, Aesthetic, and Ethical. These are the four facets of a complete 
life and the attainment of this consummation is dependent on self-culture for which 
you can derive guidance from the store of accumulated Knowledge which will be 
available in increasing measure as time goes on and wisdom reveals her face from 
behind the infinite folds which, in spite of the advance of civilization, still bide her. 
It is up to you to make of man— the jest and riddle of the world— its out-standing 

glory. ^ ^ 

Resolve then to 

“Follow Knowledge, like a sinking Star, 

Beyond the Utmost bound of human thought 


and as Tennyson recommended, to combine Knowledge with Reverence so that 
Mind and Soul may be in accord. . « « - j 

Yet here incidentally a word of warning. You may wallow in books and 
aoouire a name for great learning but Wisdom as distinct from Knowledge comes 
from thinking about what you have read not from mere reading. 

- John Rmhard Green, the historian wrote 
*'l know what men will say of me, ’He died learning’.*' Whatever men said 
immediately after his death in 1883, it is doubtful, if comment to-day beyond 
admitting his picturesque style says much except that it is a pity that he misunder- 
stood so much, of what he tried to learn. None the less the hope of this honest 
man wm no ignoble one. Let men say of each of you “He died learning**, and it 
may be, that will get the chauce of continuing to learn even after your farewell 

to lo trgln and develop your Mind and acquire Knowledge, as 

much Knowlodge as you can possibly obtain. Knowledge is like a deep well, fed 
bv nerennial (Springs and your Mind is the little bucket that you drop into it. Keep 
yourbueket shining and you will get as larg draughts of crysUl Knowledge as you 
Mn assimilate. The brain, which is the physical organ of the Mind, Is one of the 
two pmoious products of the aeons of Evolution ; the other is the imponderable 
•Soolil InsUnct.'* . ,i, , 

At all svento remember ^t .— . 

•*New occasions teach new duties : Time makes ancient good uncouth. 

They must upward still and onwards, who would keep abreast of Truth, 

Lo Mfore us gleam her camp-fires I We ourselves must pilgrims be. 

Nor attempt the Future's portal with the Past’s blood-rusted Key,** 

At the outset, 1 referred to the present period as “the sad times of turmoil and 
tribulation** and the lines 1 have just quoted that “new occasions teach new duties.** 
I must elaborate both these points. For a proper appreciation of the dictum 
that “the old order changeth, yielding plaoe to new** let us cast a rapid glance at our 
m^d's hUtory as pieced together by the Setenoes of GcblQ», Btofogy end an ever- 
mAwInu hoot of o^r 'Ologies* and as preserved in ancient records— sncflviag 
' mSsumenta of a bygone Age, sinoe ^slatertaelf and the wxitMn page. 
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Science bee demonetreted thet life nnly eppeercd on Eerth In the Lower PelKOioie 
Aro in the ehcpe of emell ehellfieh end ceewecde. ere., when orer belt the peri<^ of 
one billion. 600 million yeere bed elreedy rtin. «Sn it he« to lie reelieed tbet llen*e 
eppeerence on the Eurth bed l>cen preceded by the A^e of Fiehee, the Age of Ooel- 
ewempe, the A^e of Reptilee, the A^e of Bret Birde end firKt Memmele.ele.. etc. 

Do not let tbie nerreiive ehock eny of^our preconceived notioue of your ehericb* 
ed beliefs. Yon muet keepen p|ieii mind end you must heve Che oourege to leoeUie 
truth. And for the comfort of your enule you mey reeliNc thet thie proccee of efola* 
tion mey very well heve been divinely ordeined. No O'le cen contest the belief 
beitotten of Feith in e Creetor whose Design is beyond the reech of logic besed On 
demonstrebie evidence end proof. 

But to keep to my point, nemely. thet Ohsnge whiob mesne unfoldmcnt by n 
continuous process of evolution, in e Lew of Life. Just teke e peep into the Keleldo- 
ecope where you will eee figures some eight or nine thoiissnd yesrs old. end you will 
recognise them ell. You begin with t^tiroerie end eerly Egypt, you see theiwimitivo 
Aryene, you get e view of the Empire of Deriue, you witness the Greeke end rereieoe, 
the megelomenie of Xerxrs, end the glory end splendour of the Age of PcHelee. 
You pise in review the Empire of Alexander the Greet, you observe with reverence 
end ewe. tiiddherth Gsuieiu end you get e bird's-eyo-view of King Asboke's Empic^ 
dotted over with bis bronze end engreven edicts You now reverse your ‘joy-tube” 
e little, you seethe profiles of Coniuctus end LsoThc. you see llome end Oerthege. 
You see the Hune end you slight upon the Byzentiiie end iSessenid Empires, you Me 
the greet days of the Arabs, the psnorsme trotn Cordove to Baghdad. Semurkund 
end Bokhara ; further l)eck you see the Mongols end ohtein e view of Chengei 
Khsn, Ogdei Khen, HeUku end Tamer-Lane, and so on. Empire thet ‘fell tuceeaMve 
end successive rise'*, changes occurring in evnry quarter of the Cvlohe. Meenwhile| 
Art. Literature, the Science of Politics. Ueligion every phase of biimeii life end 
activity is undergoing chenge, change end trensforroetion,— God fulfilling himMlf In 
many ways. Whet wonder then thet bumsti society, human institutions, ell thet the 
will of men has planned and wrought, heve their uey end cease to he. You hnvn 
then to regsrd the glittering Present egeiiiat the background of the hoary Peat nod 
realise thsi "the Knowledge of to-dey le the igtiorence of to-morrow." 

To-dey there rages e global war which bee plunged Uu inanity Into the dlnel 
miMry* And one wonders whether the words of Aristotle end Byron wort 
prophetic ? 

The former described how "States passed through tyranny, oligarchy domo- 
orecy, end beck to tyreuoy'* again end the letter veraifi^, eeotentiouely, the vegerlee 
of the human lot. ^ ^ ^ 

"There is the morel of ell human teles ; 

*Tis but the dull rebeereel of the Pest. 

First feedom and then glory^when that fails ; 

Wealth, vice, corruption— berberiim at Insi.** 


Bnt if you ere e man of Feith, a eouvinced believer in the Lew of Evolution yon 
cannot be a faint-hearted peseimisl. .... 

Some do what ie Good, otbera chooee whet is Better, but you ebould love only 
the Best end hold feat to it. whatever befelle. 

Tolstoy eeid. ** llie highest wiedom is not fiiiiiid4?d on rr:HOii alone nor on ihOM 
wordly ecisncea of Physics, Chemistry, History, and the like into which Intellaetud 
Knowledge is divided. I’he highev^t wiadom has but one science—the aolenet of Ibe 
whole. The science explaining the whole creation end men 'a place If It.'* 

Tolstoy’s philosophy of history wee dcvelo|H*d by applying to evenfo on • large 
aceie ana greet fundamental lew tbet can he oheerved operetlDg In the livee of 

Indtvtouele^^^ * nan has liberated himself from lh« immemorial emotloonl deluei o o 
that he end Ida Earth are the centre of things end bis mind something otow wM n 
punxMeful function of matter determined by necessity ; not until then will lie Mn 
to approach hie goal as a human being. I^e evolution towards a truly hnoinn Mtat 
will inevitably iasM in Tolerance, the Rule of Keaton and the aniAhilalion of ell 

Conite^MiT^ fom of thniight, criUcal and obMive, deema 
above former veligioua forms. Yet if, too, forgets ita limitations In ihniH leilim 
n form of thonghf. Audi have the intuition at this moment that the peel team H 
thought will eome day be the future forma and may look down with n 
onr entire erilicnl period. I know the argument thM all Gods ew but tlto 

I cl our own corporal nature, ano if an depbant were to betteve in n Geo, H 
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would bm to b« mn elephint. But tbit it no ditproof of tbt being of Divinity but 
only t proof of the ntrrowiiett of the mortnl mind limited to itt own Inw of 
imngining. I do not belong to thoae who believe in n hetven In Hetven. But 
neither tm 1 to be reckoned among thote meteritlieto who believe in n Hetven on 
EArth provided merely by better Itwt end mtchiiiet. Both belieft are too lacy, too 
eaty, and to mutt be euRpect. 

It it a* common place for each generation to tay to the next that it did not have 
ita tuccftRor*R educational facilitiea ; hut whatever the truth may be, in my own 
particular cate, I think I was unlucky during my Univertity yean. I am no hiatorian 
and no ecientitt, but my later life might have been richer, bad the Hittory and 
Science teachingR, of the ‘eightiet and* ninetlet been Innately leea repellent than they 
aeemed to me. Hietory in those decades was ttriving to get away for aentimentalitm 
and the Rcrvice of causes and to become ** 801001160 .** Ranke and Mommsen had 
done wonderful and nccesHtry research work in Germany for Euroi>rAn and Ancient 
Roman History, work such as a century later we are only starting to think about 
for India, but Hittory, as those professorial giants envisioned it, could not deal with 
moral ]uagmentt and yet remain **scientific.** How false was such a view the per- 
verted teachings of von Treitschke and hit pinchbeck imitators have amply shown. 
Still claiming to be **scieDtific’* historiane. they invented a new morality to suit 
German national heroes whom a chiimcd *‘greatness'* wss to set above normal moral 
atandards. It only needed Nazism to go the whole way and out-nictzching Nietzsche 
to land a country in a sorry mess. 

History ( it wae chiefly English History) as taught in Indian Colleges in my 
academic daye was certsinly not what Bolingbroke ciaima to have read somewhere 
namely that it is *‘Philosophy teaching by examples." English historians had not yet 
claimed to be “scientific.** They were quarreling violently among themselves. A few 
days ago 1 read some amusing rhymes in a letter from Stiihbs to Green —this was 
before Stubbe' researches had upset some of Green's most romantic statemmits, and 
the two were still in speaking terms. To quote the lines may relieve the tedium of 
thie Address 

**Froude informs the Scottish youth. 

That parsons do not care for truth. 

The Reverend Canon Kingsley cries 
History is a pack of liea. 

What cause for judgments so. malign 7 
A brief reflection solves the mystery 
Froude btlieves Kingsley a divine. 

And Kingeley goes to Froude for history." 

The word wae unknown then, but at a atudent I subconsciously held the view 
with which Henry Ford was later to secure besdliuoe in the pspers -.—"History 
is bunk." . . * 

Needless to say I have jettisoned so puerile a view years ago. I had forsworn 
the idea years before I read Lord Acton'a impassioned claim for morality in History. 
You will find it in hie Inaugural Addreee aa Regius Profeasor of Modern History 
at Cambridge. But an inhibition remains ; 1 am incliued to auspeet the ablest 
historian of misleading his readers unless he empbssises ethical values even at the 
expense of srU In no branch of etudy, in no phase of life, een morale be 
ambulatory. 

In my atudent days it was fashionable to be a materialist and to aome extent 
1 waa in tub fashion, but the Biuence of my daye was an uneatiafying diet. It 
oertaioly did not etudy the whole man and his needs, mske it elssr to him where 
his highest welfare resides and point the way to ita attainment. It deliberately 
Ignofud all man’s higher faculties, hie highest needs, and bad tUrted on ita course of 
hypnotising the so-oslled cultured wo.:ld into the lielief that a study of the laws 
wwh govern the lower asp^ta of mau conaiitutea the sum of knowledge. 

Bmeoee to-day is growing wiser. We see now that Science must be directed 
srigbt and such a direction can only come from an attempted uoileraUiiding of life 
at a whole, as correct in attempt as eseh scientific guru end ssch would be scientific 
cAefa can reason out for himself. 

Only s correct undemt nding of life esn give s right direction to Bcienee ; and 
the eo-eafled sciences that pMfeaa to study man in hit nsede and cibieetively (*Jiat in 
to eay. without any reference to the feet that bmidea being an nnimal he la also a 
SiMoaable baing) are ae apecioiia and inrlTef-tive aa would lie a science that professes 
to know everything nbout an egg while remaining in ignorance oi the one ini|Kn:taiit 
Isel that out of it can come a living creature. . 
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TImmm bliodncM, whiehftlM pervidet Philoiopby, EduetUon ftod Um whole 
of modem calkiie^ mekee the Tery fecttity ol reeeon, which ie the greeleet gift with 
whieb meo bee bem eedowed, et iu ilret eppeereoee leem to be en unmitigeted ale- 
fortnoe, eioee io ill eserdie hie eeee in hii refleetioni only e deniel of lifiL Without 
milling in whet direetion n mionible life ein be lougbt. But in reility tbeie 
lofferingi ere but the birth-pengi of n new nwakening eonirlonineii that peiceifei 
for the flat time that all that m had formerly believed could give him happineee 
can give him nothing withont lihowing him at once in what true life eoniiiti, and 
how ne caa live in aeeordance withiti mwi. 

IIm deriro for bappinem ii the deiire for univerial welfare, the deiire lor uni* 
vcraal goodnem ; and once reaion hat aieertained that these are unattainable in the 
aatiafaciioB of perional ambitiona, then it ineviiablv seeks a different form of life in 
which luch deiirei can be realiied. And luch a life not only exists but lies waiting 
to be entered ai soon as the level of animal •personal consciousness has been trani* 
cended, and man, rather than save himself, is willing to lose himself in higher 
service. 

To a man governed by reason, the renunciation of the welfare of the personal 
life is as natural as that a bird should fly instead of running with its feet. Because 
a bird runs with its feet, that is no proof that it cannot fly ; and because the 
majority of men believe that the whole of life consists in the satiHfactioti of material 
desires It does not mean that this is natural for a man, snd that his true life doee 
not consist in transcending theee desires, and so attaining the level ol epiritnal, or, 
if you prefer it, reaeouable, consf'iousnesa. 

But wbat I have been eaying is in no sense a plea for the rejection of acienee. 
On the contrary the *new dnt^ ’ owed by every one of you, to your country and 
indeed to humanitv at large, in consequence of the world's altered aituation Is 
thoroughly to familiarlae youreelf with the body of Nature'e laws discovered by ell the 
tcieoeee that have to far been developed and built up. Indeed, it is your duty that 
you. the young braioi of India, should, sooner rather than later, add to the world's 
etock of scientific knowledge. 

Theetudv of Science ie iodispeii sable, too, for us Indians en maaae from another 
etandpoint We have been, over ceniuriee, gradually caught in the tightening meahes 
of a wide net of euperetitions to which the sanction of lleligion has been quite 
wrougly imparted. This in India, as elsewhere in the world, has resulted from the 
exploitation of human credulity snd of the apprehensive state of mind begotten of 
fear or actual distress. Superstition has arrested our progress snd brought our true 
Keiigion, which has a philosophic outlook and is based upon eternsl verities, into 
diirepute to the eyes of the undiscriminating. Unbesitatingiy, I asHert tliat **popular 
religion” in India fiode no warrant in the teachings of the Vedas, the Quran, and 
the ^od Avastha, or in the teachings of Gautam Buddha, Mahavir, and Guru Nanak. 
On the contrary, ell those sources of spiritual enlighten men t inculcate fearless action 
In the service of the one God through the service of bumsnity snd indeed of all 


reach < 


God's creature. . « . . . ... * . , 

Yon must, tberefors, stodv Science in the asms spirit in which an intending 
wrestler builds up his bone ana muscles in order to overthrow hie foe remembering 
that the most formidable enemy of man in "Ayidy a"— Ignorance. 

Make your intensive study of science a preparation for the discovery of the 
aseret of man's true Destiny— the discovery of wbat lies beyond the scope of experU 
meat and the graep ol Beeson. 

You will admit that the most eminent Scientists of the world, Physicists and 
Blologiata, indeed explorers in every scientific Held have bad an intuitive feeling, nay 
I a glimmeriag— aa through a glaae darkly*^ eometbing which lies beyond the 
j of their line of exploration. 

Let me now turn to typically mundane matters which form tbs subetenee of 
the so-eallcd '^burning question of the day”— Nsiioiis, tbs State, Conetitutlon War, 
Boeial Services. Economic Beeoostruetioo, and the rest. ^ . 

The first Diaic feet that the world haa to accept ic that Humanity Is one end 
indivisible. The unity of mankiod should be one of the most sacred principles of the 
eivilieed mind'e ersed* 

The Anthropologista divide menkind into severe! "races" according to their 
eomplexiOB, etetnie, cephalic index, character of face, ahaiw of nose, texture of the 
heir.eteH cte. But who eao galnsey tbet all men and women belong to the epeelea 
Homo Bij^a t 

Whal ere the feelinge uppermoat In the civilised mind lonlay T Horror of 
Wnr mA a longing lor leetiog Wer hee been admitted to be an Unmeeautw 
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•bla follY, an iitexpUble crime, an tin pardonable ain. a homicidal madoeae, an ont- 
brcak of aaTage fnry, and a recurrent cataatrophe that maima and mare human 
eiriiieation. But it haa atill to be realiaed tbat it, can only be aboliehed by aboiinh- 
ioR the aofereign Natiun-State and eHtabliabing in ita piace the aorcreign World- 
Sute. No other palliative will cii.e this agelong deep-aeated malady. Paeu, Treatice 
and Oonventfoua among the Nation -Statea have been found to be fliuaory and in- 
effeotiTe. 

A great atudent of Hiatory and a great authority in hia epceial line^M. Valbert 
hie recorded that 

*'From the year 1500 B. C. to i860 A. D. more than 8,000 Ttetiea of Peace, 
meant to remain in force forever, were concluded. The average lime they remained 
in force ia two yeara.’* 

Take the laat thirty yeara and yiiu have the Treaty of VeraaiUea. the Anf^lo- 
Oerman Naval Treaty, the German -Faliah and the German -Cacchoalovakian Treatiea, 
and the Rnaao-German Pact. 

Take the firat of thia group— the Treaty of VeraaiUea which concluded the Brat 
Great War. That war, it was averred was fought to end War. While it iaated it 
waa being proclaimed that at the end of It all the people of the world would be given 
the right of aelf-determination. 'It haa been very aptly remarked by an acute analyat 
that **tbat conflict, terrible, and enormoua ae it waa, ended notiiing, began nothing 
and aetiled nothing. It killed miliiona of people ; it impoveriahed the world.” 

The peace of VeraaiUea waa a purely political peace and the League, which that 
Treaty inatituted, a political organ iaation. It waa an attempt to patch up human 
affaire while accepting eziating Governmenta and eziating oonceptiona of the t^tate aa 
inevitable conditiona. Thia waa the neceaaary conaequenoe of the aurvival of the idea 
of the Nation-State. The Nation-State foatera the mentality of a aelfiah Nationality 
which will alwaya aeek money and power by eniahiiig and robbing other Nationi. 

To end war thoae who lead nationa must become coamopolitan in politica and, 
if they ainoerely deaire that the world at large abould enjoy peace and make progreaa, 
they muat awaken to the fact of a myaterioua law which ordaina that no |>rogree8 
can be made without aacrifice. The creed of the world ahould be Melioriam for 
McUorlam ia the goapel of Progreaa-plue-PcraonalUy. Melioriata we muat be. We 
have had ao much of the optimist who proclaims that we live in the beat of all 
pooaible world and of the pessimist who fears tbat this ia true. 

War is the most prolific parent of a vast varir.ty of evils. For one thing it 
Inoreaeee economic inequality within a State. 

Green wrote of the war between Engisnd and France (17911-1815) *11ie war 
enriched the Land-owners, the Farmer, the Merchaiita, the Manufacturer, but it im- 

K veriahed the poor. It is indeed from thoae fatal years, which lie between the 
aoe of Liiiieville and Waterloo, that we must date tbat war of Clasaea which still 
forms the main difficulty of English I'oUiica.” 

Hence, possibly, the pslliative, in the present day, of the Beveridge Plan ea the 
principal measure of Post- War KeconBtruction--a step beyond the dole lo the un- 
employed, yet in the basic view, a mere placebo, leaving the fundamental queation 
untouched. What is more, ia it impoBaible that the oateuaible iusisteuca on the 
bnniahment of poverty may have for ita real purpose the inoreaae of the poor man's 
pnrohaaing power in order tbat he should consume the goods which the Industrial 
organiaationB infinitely extended by the War's need for the production of manitioua, 
must produce after the war is over, hi order to ensure the continnity of huge profits 
to the multi- millionaire capitalists ? 

*A time like this demanda 

Stong minds, great hearta, true faith and ready handa ; 

Men whom the luat of office does not kill ; 

Men whom the epoile of office cannot buy ; 

Men who iKMaeae opinion and a will , 

Men who have honour, men who will not Ha 
T ell men, Sun -crowned, who live drop ebove the fog. 

Id privete duty end in private thinking ” 

If thie wee true of the Age of Pcriclco bow much more tme *lt le to-dey T 
Therefore, the preaent dey youth of tlie world muat boldly issue Ite Decleretlon of 
Indepeodenoe end join the *0|ieu Conepirecy' outlined by H. G. Welle. 

I feer I have given you too many quotetiona end perhepe thoee already i ehede 
heekneyed but at thia ati^e let me give you a motto 

Six words there ere that plead with me each dey, 

1 ought, I muat, 1 een, 1 will, I deiA ^ may. 
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I ftm alto lemiaded of Aristotle’k great eajing 

'^Plato and I'mth are both dear to ae ; but it ie a ea^ red duty to prefer Truth,** 
Aad it takes courage to declare for Truth however mfii tally honmt yon be. Nor 
can 1 forget Voltaire*B Epigram : **tbe cowardice of the honcHt ciiHures the siieiTes 
of the sconndrela/’ though it is a question wbctber any coward can be an honest 
man. 

But 1 have permitted myaelf a long digression from my miiin point, namely, 
the evils of the Nation-Statet In Joining voices wiili great nit'dcrn minds in the 
condemnation of thia ty|)eol State, 1 am aniious not to he misiinderatood.. 'Jlie 
recommended abolition of the Natioii*State doca not at all iini ly ikie aholitioti of the 
Nations. Certainly not. On thia point I rather subscrilic to the view of that remark^ 
able woman Pearl Buck who has ssid 

*A1I of us need a physical home to love and cherish to improve and beautify. 
All of us, for convenience in daily life, if for nnihing eUe, ni ed a sotind'and useful 
local political organisation. There would be ciisos if Uiere were no Natimia or 
JNstionai Govern men la. But to insist that Nations iimst hr ih** chief groups of man- 
kind is to day to- insiai that a small province ought to have been the limit of maii*a 
thought yesterday, when already he thought in Nations. Today, mau'a tliougliU 
include me Globe.** 

Ihs history of msnkind from the 16th century onwsrds hss been a story of 
political and social misSta and part pas»u an ifRtrl, however unconscious, on the 
part of man to adapt methods to suit new eondiitoiiN. Conditions, however, cliaiigcd 
so rapidly Chat the adaptation lagged tiehind, for man, in general, hates vofun ary 
change. Neverthelesi, the urge to reconstruct the whole scheme of human society in 
accordance with former experience has never abated. 

There has perforce bem a great change in human conditions, due to a change 
in the epirh of human life. The change h^se gone on si<le by side with the increase 
and expeneion of knowledge snd is subtly connected with It. There has been sti 
incrcaeing disposition to treat life baaed on the common and the more elementary 
deaires and gratificationa ae uiisstiafactory, and to seek relationship with and service 
sod participation io a larger life. This it the common eharsrtei;istic of all the great 
religioiiB that have spread throughout the world in the last twenty odd ocntnrles 
Buodhiam, Islam, and Christianity. These religione have engendered forces that have 
helped to evolve a self-respect in the idividual and a eenee of reeponsibili^f in the 
common concerns of msnkind that did not exist among the populsiioos of the earlier 
civilizations. 

As mesBS of quicker travel snd communication have muUiplisd, these foreas 
have naturally spread and affected the intercommunicstiQii and interaction of men 
with one another. The world has grown smslier. How small the world hss bs- 
eomiog during the last less than one snd three quarters of a erntury (1776-19441 
was well brought out in an address by Hoti*bl8 Henry Wsllsce, Vice-President of 
the United States. He said .... 

*To-dsy, measured by travel-time, the who'e world is seiuslly smaller than 
was our little country then. When George Wesbington was iusugursted. it took 7 
days to go by horse-drawn vehicle from Mount Vernon to New York. Now Army 
bombera are flown from the Unit^ States to Chins snd India in lass tbaa 
three days.** 

But despite tbs dorld having thus contracted the great majority of human 
beluga have still to tea the human sdveoturs as one whole. 

At present they are obsessed by the air of permanence and flnallty in estabtiabed 
thlngi. Aa yet thinr accept current reality as ultimate reality. At the sayifig goea, 
they take the world aa they find it, little r^lising that it bae changed bejoad 
fcooguition, and the ebanget that muet come boreafter will be in geometne progrea- 
elon, if oaly because by the abolition of distaaee evervone baa become next door 
Bsignbour to svaryona elssb and tbs iileni revolution of thought tbst has oeeuned, 
and la occurring, is world-wide. 

In such a situation for anyone to think in terms of out-moded forms cl 
Oovanment, however you veil or dieguiae thtm, betokms a deplorable lack 4i 
tmagiaalioD, giving rise to dw most deceptive wlebful tbiiikiug. ^ulffa 

may pocaibly delude the pigmies of Central Africa tiill outside uc orbit of ^ea^ 
day world iboogfat, but can they meet, effectively, and for ary Icwgth of Ume« the 
nqulremants of India whose peofilcs Ineressinkly partici|wte in the cnUghtcnmeal 
eommoB to the whole world t It 'to oaly posslbto to uphold. In this cotmtiy. a form 
gf Govemmeut out of tune with the i|>lTli of the age, by all mauaer qf 
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iBtcramcDtf imprlsooBicBt wpiaiiif laws, ceMonhip, propaganda, paxTcnion of 
odooatioii aad, in general, of ?arioaf Ofil aete. 

Yoar country ie invited to oompoee ite differences tbst is to reconcile all 
inlereete and psrtiee to a eommon aim, and, having done so, lo frame a sell- 
governing constitution which will safeguard all interests including of coarse, tbOM 
of the Power that baa brought you into the present war and, having nUd this 
country for a ceniury and a half, believes itsdf to hsTc acquired some prescriptive 
rights. 

U is eulikely that you will be called upon actually to take a hand in constitu- 
tion^makuig but no one should ignore the fact that aseuming such a constitution 
ever becomss a fait accompli and withstands for any apprqcisble length of time the 
forces of tbe as yet indistinct end dark future, yon ae the youngest section of the 
couotrv'i adolescent population, stand to be loogeet ruled by this conetitution. 

l%if gives you the right to sty upon which category of rock the foundation of 
the eooitittttional edifice should be laja. 

When the liaee of the present Constitution Act of 1935 were being explored, 
one of the suggestions that was pressed by the Indisn Members of the Kouno Table 
Conference was that fundamental Rights should be embodied in the impending 
constitution. The reply wss that such Rights which were well understood and in 
fact acknowledged and in operation could not form part of a Legislative Enactment. 
What were eventually incorporated in that Act, however, were tbe special reaponei- 
bility and the discretionary powers of not only the Governor-General, personally, but 
also of tbe Provincial Governors that reducing the so-called “big step” forward to 
a nullity. 

Whether the contention about the exclusion of fundamental rights was valid 
or otherwise, you are neverthclese entitled to remind the framers of the future 
conetitution— your countrymen -of their own belief that such Bights should be 
suitably incorporated in an instrument which will govern and mould your lives. 

To digress for a moment, you have all heard of the Atlantic Charter which 
was pronounced by the Prime Minister qI Englsiid to be not applicsble to India for 
the reason that its msin principles hsd already been formally declared to be the 
objeetive of Britain's Indian policy. Tbe 3rd article of this Charter which proclaims 
tbe principles of the National Policies of Britain and tbe United Htstes reads : 

“They respect the right of all peoples to choose tbe form of Government under 
which they will live ; ana they wish to see Sovereign Rights and Self-Government 
restored to those who have been forcibly deprived of them.” 

Before going further I may quote some eenteuces from the Prime Minister's 
broidceet s|H!t>(’h (21et March, 1943— seven months sfler the signing of the Atlantic 
Charter on the Uth August, 1942) which are as follows 

*'lii Europe lie most of tbe ceusee which have led to these two world wars. 
In Eurdiie dwell the historic parent races from whom our westeru civiliution baa 
been so largely derived Here is a real opportunity for what 1 once called 'bring- 
ing the magic of averagei to tbe rescue of the milliont ” 

Now if tbe Atlsntic Charter ie not to embrace India for the additionel reason 
that ita third axticle eontcmplatea the restoration of Sovereign Righti and Srlf- 
C^vernment to those who have been forcibly deprived of them and India at a 
whole, had no Sovereign Rights and Self-Government at the date at which Britain 
hsoame the Paremount Power, what are the besic priiiciplet upon which yon would 
uk that the future constitution of your country which Britein graciously intende to 
permit your leadeia to frame, should be founded T 1 suggest for your consideration 
that you might seek guidance from tbe immortali bccsiiee eeecntially true, words of 
Jefferson which be made the baaie of America’s Ueclsration of Independence, nearly 
ona and a half ceutury ago. Ue eaid 

**Wc hold these Trutbe to be self-evident that all men are created equal ; that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain inelleneble rights ; that among thoee are life, 
liberty, end tbe pursuit of beppiiieae. Tbet. to secure these rights Governments arc ins- 
tituted amongst men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed ; that 
tiheaever any form of Government liecomce destructive of those ends, it ie the right 
of the iwo|>lc to alter or to abolish it.” 

If all those, including yourselves, who have peeeed through the portela of 
Ihrir reeiwctive Universities during the lest five yesrs sdo|*t this endo end unitedly 
voice it whenever the nrcesion denieiide an expression of the aspirations of India n 
youth, you aiii have taken so ia politics, in other wmrds you will 

batre done your turi and done it nobly. 1 venture the opinion that you cau do 
woM tbau read, mark, aud iuwatdiy oigeet tiaoae words. If you do. you will, fay 
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tapliniioB, dcdait that India ainrt be Int, an aa to order her fotaro in aeodcdanao 
with her lODiiu and to deeida lor heradi the manner o( her Mboeiadon with tha 
IsIttnfttiiHiftl world oidor of Um fnioree 

In opito of fMoonI iooiitenoe bf letdm of tbt Allied Notiono tiiot tto Iho 
pmonl holoeouU o wetter world then Honenity hee eo Ut known 4« coming Into 
bciog, 1 fenr the proipeet of the emergency of en cqiinlHerien world etete It fer 
from bright. Beeei, religion, wenlth. elhnete, geogrephy all eonetrtate divielooo 
egelnet which yon, the youth of to-dey, will have to fight. The dying wordo of 
Isdiih Caeella **Patriotiim is nOt enonah** were a propheey of the Great War in 
whieh we are to-day infoleed. And the real roota of the present war lie deep In 
the eaaential difference between thoae who cling to the old concept of the Nation ae 
a dieiaion-nnit of mankind and thoae who tee the new concept of the peoidee. We 
owe a deep debt to Beience for ahe, more than anything has taught us to think fn 
terms of the Univerae. The eery business of working with scientific methods, of 
thinking in scientific terms, as well as the fruits of scionre, have led ue to univer- 
aality. The scientifically mechanical tneana which have brought nationa eloae 
together physically have at the same time destroyed the mental and apiritual 
bonadarisa of thoae nationa, eo that to-day there are folk in many nationa who are 
oioeer together, through their ideas end their feeling and desires,^ through their 
temperaments then my ere to other peraone of their own nation and race. If to- 
day, therefore, the Big Powers, seek to make 'Nationhood' the chief division of man 
and the chief eauae for which this war Is being fought, they are doomed to fail, for 
too many have found a larger oauae, To-day nian'a tboughta include the Globe. 

And yet there 'are still in every eouutry. India included, some among the 
mighty, whose minds belong to yeaterday, and theae will try with all their strength 
to force the world back. It is a very atubborn atrength, aince atubbomneas and lack 
of perceptive imagioetion are elmoat invariably team-mates. 

llie mind that only koowa what it has seen is the mind that arrogates to Heelf, 
too. the valuable attributes of rcaliem. But true realiam la not to be found in the 
reactionary mind. That mind lives in a dream of the past. The old gospelitae. 
who ting of the religion that wee good enough for their lathere and 
ia therefore good enough for them, are, whatever their religion, 
not good enough for victory in this war. If arma could win any war. 
they might be able to win this war, for yeeterday’e men can handle a gun and 
aboot it off as well as anybody. But if man is to show himself superior to brats 
force he has to show himself capable of winning the peace. 

Were the present War Jaet like eu many of ita eountleat predeoesaors, then I 
would feel as hopeless, ee apparently did tits author of some lines published In tha 
Ohwrtwr in i940. Sadly he rhymed 

** After the quarrel the victor's lanrel 
To him who gave the final tbrnet. 

And what's the morel T What nee the quarrel 
If Gain be damned and Abel dnst 7* 

Bnt happily this war it a revoluikm ae well ae a war. The great powera 
•itbar ean recogoisa this fact to-day to their edventage or they can raeogniaa it to- 
monow to their cost, 'i'be word **revolutioD'’ has taken on evil eaeoeiatlone beeanae 
il bee been so often accompanied by hatefnl acts. Bnt, atripiiad of thoae hatefol 
aeta, it meant aimply a great change. A ravointion af people and aiich a ravblotioB 
haa taken plaee in India and will and mast not be burked or auppreased, ezoept at 
the eoat of much misery which would not be confined to this country. 

It may bo, aeeording to eoma unimaginative people a eooneal qf parfeetion. 
Tet in the common intercat of a vast maae of hnmaniiy it appertains m wlae eteOea- 
manabip to eat India fret to earra ont her own destiny. Indie neid not abed tenia 
over bar czeloaloo from the intended bcnefieleriea of the Allantie QhOiter or te 


"Four F^^oma.* India only wania her freedom ia order fully to ewopefilo with 
the Natfone of the world in preventing Ininatieei Aggreseion, and their eoneoadtanu 
Wnr» in tha fntnra. 

Eaiopa haa bean froaen into, perbapa, la atlll fiaeaing into nationa. Ita paoplaa 
anamonnd of thair eomparativoly raeont diaeovery of nationality teem nnanle 'to * 
thimh bnond naliooal nalta. Whan rdigiona diflkmieee in Iho pnal eanaod toonlM 
, horribly biller io thoy woro, natumali^ lo*day eonoca World Wan ; and te 

' 11 £^ain*SSStte peoplco Inhabiting that eonUnoni nio otill thfnkinff 

a of naonlt. Nation ia not important to any of them. China ia the 
India iSr^paopla of India, * 



852 THE CONVOCATION ADDRESSES [ allahabad- 

This war ta biMcally a conflict between the concept of national anpremary, 
and the concept of the of peoplee in a free world. 

If thie eccnie Kimplification let not to-day’a bifr, powerful nationa be afraid 
of eimplicity. Ii ia only the atronK who dare to be ttmple, who dare to reduce 
great problema to their eadentiala. Simple queationa go deep and their anawera. if 
they are honea^ ko deeper atill. I'eople ought to know^hiatory teachea it. life'a 
exiiericiice contirms it— that no great atride forward ia ever made for the individual 
or for the human race unleaa the complex aituatton ia reduced to one aimple 
qiieatioii and ita aimple anawer. 

How abnll thia war be won for the freedom and happineaa of mankind ? The 
aimple anawer, clearly indicated by the preaent temper aiTd the heartdeep conviction 
of the people of the world ie, that laeting victory and abiding peace will come only 
by aacrifi.dnir everything the doiniiiaut nationa have which deniea that for which 
theT do not yet ecem willing to make. Materially th»»y have ahed all that they like 
to nave and are equipped for an all-out eATort-but apiritiially they are not. They 
want to freeze their bouIh, aa they have frozen foreign and enemy aaaeta. until after 
the war. It cannot be done. No great war can be won without the apirit behind 
the wea()ona. The mind must, he clear and the aoul free, before men can fight a 
*\Var for Freedom" iind win it. It ia now time, therefore, and high time for the 
Rig Powers to see what tliey are willing to give up for the freedom, I aay even of 
their own people, in a free world. First must come the hacrifice of race prejudice. 
Let them prove to their Alliea everywhere in the world that they have seen wisdom 
and theri'fore, will not permit Impertaliam and human invquality to survive. Unless 
•uch Proof is given now, there can be no victory, no enduring peace. 

No man, it is true, can cut hiniHcIf otf clean and inatantly from bis Past. No 
change amniig t>eopie comes in the twinkling of an eye. Yet there are more pleas 
than one that can be made now fur a swifter process. 

This war ia between peoples, and the battlefield is everywhere. The Allies 
fight in every nation and on every soil. While their Armies snd .Navies snd Air 
Fleets swarm over the world, the leaders of the big nations must not lose sight of 
the real war which it between the Maves and the-Have-uots and must not forget 
that the present catastrophic conflict will have been waged in vain, if at the end of 
it the •cede of taree are driven underground by the colossal tractor which is tearing 
up the Esrth'e surface and if the **Toad beneath the Harrow" is further pricked by 
the tootbpoiiita until after a while he croaks all the loUder. 

In other words, if this war, as ia professed, ia in fact a war for the liberation 
of people it must assure the Sovereign equality of peoples throughout the world. 
DiscriminatioD between peoples bccanto of their race, colour, and creed must be 
abolished. The age of Imperialism must be ended as a result of the reslisstion of 
ita debasing evil efieots. 

It is unlikely that what has been said here to-day will be heard outside and 
pondered over at any great distance from ut. Yet 1 may take this opportunity to 
remind people of other climes of a fact already known to them by the admission 
of their own hiatoriana. That fact ia that India, an unhappy land to-day, stripped 
in the race of material advancement, inhabited by people who are serfs, vaasala, and 
bondsmen peychologicslly ae well as politically, this India had, thousands of years 
before the now successful, prosperous, and mighty but also unhappy. West emerged from 
a state of stark barbarism, evolved and developed a high and progreisive civilizstion. 
Tlie development of thateivUixation had bien the glory of our forsUtbsrs ; its decline 
was the disgrace of their deaeendanta ; our prsMnt inglorious lapa from its ideals ia 
our own peraooal abame to-day. To attribute India's decay to some such material 
eauae at malaria or any other^ia a facile explanation as unsatiafying to the Intellect as 
It It to the heart. For that olvlligation had been achieved by the valonr and energy of 
her own peoole. Thoaa people apmeeinted two qnalitiee in n apeeial degree— bravery 
aiid trathfnbieaa. They pteiiBrvcd the aohievemente of the greatnees of old in two 
A)iic pMma .whh;1i ore ttie vthioies of moral teaching to thii day. 

They neld/iip Kama tb;ihe admiration off the people na an ideal man. Rama, 
who emtmiedin hit peraQir|Mi*ahacgatioii. the courage to face hardahi|>s, valour, 
faith ill Right and in M goodneaa of human nature and thus prceentid to the 
world a high ideal of d o m ea lia dM eombined with a deep-regard fur and a willing 
drfercnca to publie opinto. '' And if I mention Rama, 1 may not— in the firm hope 
that mora and moia of tba |Deutli?r, acz, will eroaa the port ala of and add liiatre to 
onr iiniversitiea funti to mention Hita— iwrhaps the greatest heroine that has 
adorti«d the |iagee of any bbloty or legend In any country. Bhc was the embodi- 
ment of love, purity, duty, and aacrillct. IJ India’e daughteie are true to her ahd 
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the great ideals she exemplified in a life fran^bt with triala, they will suiely play 
a great part in the moral regeneration of India and the world. 

The people of India also dereloped the doctrine of religious toleration and the 
Emperor Ashoka enumerated it in his Edieta. Since that date (f^ecend Oentury 
B. 0.) the iiiiidas and Buddhists have not peraeeuted any one for bis dootrines ana 
worship. But one passive virture or a host of passive virtues is not enough, Faseive 
virtues makes small demands on valour or energy. 

My young friends, should* the dream of your leaders come true and yet gel aa 
opportunity to manage all yuor afTairs yourselves, let me hope that the conduet of 

B and old alike will conform to the ethical standards enshrined In the country’e 
and fully represent a revival of our ancient tradition of justice, toleration, 
valour and euergy. 

'J'bis brings me to a point which is labouring within me for expression and 1 
must disVmrdeu myself, even though 1 may appear to sermonize, I feci that I must 
not let the occasion pass without saying, if not to the present audience, at least to 
a wider one. 

The fact that for a few centuries we have been a subject people with the ret^ult 
that opportunities for rising to our full stature have been denied ui, hat operated lO 
weaken our moral fibre and has bred some vices in us, the principal being fear of 
candid speech. This lies at the b ottom of the charge of *slave mentality' which la 
levelled against us and explains the 'inferiority com))1rx' which is, not alwayt 
unjustifiably, imputed to us. Even our characteristic virtue— Courtesy— is undoub- 
tedly marred by a substratum of timidity or moral cowardice. W'e regard tbo 
straight, plain-spoken man as blunt, curt, and ungracious. 

Not only with those from whom we rosy have expectation of favours or 
whose displeasure wc m:iy have reason to fear but even amongst ourselves we often 
resort to circumlocution and prevsricstion. VVe camuufisge the truth, we sugar-coat 
it— just out of tenderness for the other man's feelings. This is au entirely fmseidet 
of courtesy. It is better to be frank and true than tK>lttc and false. When courtesy 
gets yoked to insincerity It becomes a Social Evil. It is kinder to hurt a persons 
feelings for a moment then to deceive and mislead him for a life-time, and pur- 
posive courtesy, courtesy whicii has au eye to the main chance, is dishoneity and there- 
fore contemptible. Polite you must be but strictly within the limits of versclty. Truth 
must be spoken nullinchingly, fearlessly, and without regard for eonieqneneee, 
otherwise you will have s guilty conscience and your self-esteem suffer. 

lisdiee and Gentlemen, 1 fear 1 have strained your indulgence and by an error 
of judgment, possibly bred of sclf-concett, tried to bold your attention too long. 

The address to which you have listened with genert>us patience is all a patch- 
work. If there is anything ill it which by its inherent truth or aptness has received 
the assent of your minds, 1 msy safely assume thst ibai something is not the product of 
my owu but of someone clse’s brain, because 1 have borrowed, cousciously or uncon- 
sciously, ill extensive messure. 

It appertains to honesty ; it is a part of ethics thst any obligation incurred 
should be openly owned. Hero and there I have tried to disidiarge this obligation. 
But if 1 have, iu other instances, omitted my aeknowlcdgnicntB to living or dead 
authors, I take the opportunity even if 1 cannot specify tismes, to own my debt 
and to expnss gratitude for every bit of the borrowed material which hat gone to 
the construction of this sddress." 

Ladies and Genilemcii, 1 thaiik you for the compliment you have paid me by 
your presence and to you, Mr. Vice-Chancellor, my dcfbt is immense for the honour 
you doubtless intt uded to do a recluse by dragging me into the Iime*light. 

1 pray that such occasions in future India maybe signalised by attracting the 
attentiou of the wide intelU’ctual and cultural world of the Fellowebip of Netione. 


The Delhi University Convocation 

The folloiviog ie the text of the address delivered by Sir Maurlee Qwyer, 
K.C.B., K.C.8.I., D.C.L., LLD., Vice-Cbaiicellor. ou the Deembar 14, 1944. 

The most important educational event of the year has been the pnblieetloii of 
the report of the Central Advisory Board for edneation on Poet-War 
Educational Beconitructioii, pommonly known M ihp 3argent Itopoyt after Ulfi 

45 
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Bduestional Adfitor to the Qovernment of Indie who ii populerly believed to heve 
inepired it end who we ere gled to know Is e member of the Executive Council of this 
Univemity. The propoeeU in the Report releting to Univereitiee, if edopted end put 
Into effect, will profoundly infiuenoe the future of University educetlon in Indie, end 
in my opinion Wholly for good. They inclnde proposels for the eeteblishment of e 
University Orenis Committee, on the lines of e very successful body with e similsr 
neme In Crest Britein, whose function is to be the distribution of Government 
grents to Universities In such e wey es to cq-ordinete their educetionel efforts end 
to prevent overlepping end westeful competition between them. Fenrs have been 
expressed that the establishment of such a Committee might interfere with the 
autonomy of the Universities. In my view this is based on a misconception of tito idea 
underl;ring the proposal ; and since 1 have some knowledge of the University Grants 
Committee in Great Britain, I can say with confidence that no apprehensions of this 
kind need be entertained. There is also this to be said. The older Universities In 
England and Scotland are the fortunate possessors of substantial endowments, which 
up to every recent times enabled them to finance their activities without any outside 
aid, so that their autonomy was complete. In a country like India, where few, if 
any, Universities could continue at all without a subvention from public funds, it 
Is less easy to assert an unqualified claim to the tax- payer's money to be expanded 
as the Universities alone may think fit ; and hence the great importance of making 
certain that Governments hold sound views on the educational policy. I think that 
Governments throughout India might have realised educational stanaards more than 
they have done, if they have insisted that every educational institution in receipt of 
Government assistance must qualify for that assistance by complying with certain 
minimum conditions. Autonomy is purchased at too high a price, it for example it 
implies freedom to neglect the interests of University teachers ; and I fear that in 
far too many cases Governments have stood by and watched without visible 
emotion teachers being compelled to accept conditions of service which are a scandal 
and a disgrace. These things must stop, if there is to be any progress in education; 
and the interests of teachers, which in the fullest sense means also the true interests 
of the Universities, must be the first care of every Government which is distributing 
educational grants. 

In this uarticiilar respect we have happily no cause for complaint and good 
progress has been made in Delhi during the last two years. Much, however, still 
remains to be done. The teachers are perhaps not yet fully conscious of the new 
freedom which is theirs; but L hope that the day will come when it will be the 
teachers of the University, inspired by motives wholly free from self-seeking and 
self-interest, who will be the principal factor in guiding the policy both of the 
Univertity and of the Colleges, it is probable thst no educational institution in 
India can dispense with the lay element in ita affaire, and that lay element, when 
eompoeed of wise and disinterested men with a genuine interest in education, can 
be a real aource of strength. Their practical knowledge will often be greater than 
that to which the academic world can lay claim ; and their advice muat neceatarily 
be of value in matters affecting the relations between the institution and the world 
outilde* But in its internal administration they can and should play only a minor 
part ; and academic matters should be beyond their juriedictiou. It may be that 
the courts of evente in the past hyis sometimes deprived the academic element of the 
opportunities which it should have enjoyed of exercising responsibility within its own 
sphere. The notion of private and proprietory interest dies hard ; hut no institution 
la likely to flourish where men of affaire try to assume funetions which properly 
belong to others. On the other hand, if the teachera claim, aa I think they are 
•iititM to do, an unreotricted freedom in their own sphere, they muat deserve it. 
In the teaehing world, at elowhere, the price of freedom ia eternal vigilance ; and the 
profeaaioD will beat achieve the statue which it ought to have by combining with 
ite educational ideas a spirit of manly iudepeiideuce. 

I believe that this University, like other Uoiversities in India, standa upon the 
threshold of great developmenu. It will, I hope, be our coiietant endeavour to fit 
ouraelvee for auoh further tasks at l*rovidence and the wisdom of men Id public 
life may aee fit to Impoae upon ue. I thtiik that we may look forward with coo- 
fidauee, for the fonndatione of the building are aonnd. 1 hope that the University 
may be an ornament to this city and a credit to Indie ; and that thoae whom it 
eeefa to educate mey serve their generation well and be diligent and laithfol cilisen#. 
kttowiog their duty to God aud to their neighboure, at good eitiaena abould. I 
hope that they will play tbmr pari in the new India whieb will btbara after the 
war, M champions of true freedom, merciful and peace-loving men and wonmn^ 
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M mA Mteg in eooiign to defend whnt ie right end to lednee whet it wnwR* 
It li froa aen and womai of thit kind that India will ohoosa bar leaden in iba 
llinca to aoaa, and 1 bopa that tbia Unitaraity may become tba fruitful motbar of 
many of tbam. 

To tboaa who bava raeelYed their degraea today and have tbua crowned their 
Uoifaraity earaar the Unifaniiy wlahaa *Oodepeed and happy and proaparoua daya 
benaftar. I bopa tiiat they will not be unmindful of the debt which they 
owe bar and that they will regard It an obligation of honour to repay 
aomathiag of It later ooe For It Ie thua that a UniverHity tradition, that 
moat ealoabla profamlon of a Unifanity, la preaarved and handed on to gaiieratlona 
yat unborn. 


The Punjab University Convocation 

Tba followine ia the text of the Addreaa delivered by The Hon'bla Sir 
Manohar leal, Kt., M.A., D.IilttM Barriater-at-Law, Fipance Miniater, Punjab at ^a 
Annual Convocation held on the December iint 1944 

The Great War. of 1914^18 made profound changea in tba world; vaat and 
Irrapraaalbla economic forcea operated In unprecedented directiona on a acala 
bltbarto unknown ; tba political atructura of large parta of the world underwent 
change beyond recognition. While tba foondationa of democracy held firm In a 
few eountrlaa, alaewbera timedong abaoluta monarchiea crumbl^ rapidly giving 
riaa to authoritarian dictatorahipa or faeiat rule--^very where the Individual bad to 
iubmlt to the growing demanda of the State. Imagination ataggera at tba bavoa 
and daatruotion cauiad by the preaent war. What the world will be like on the 
morrow of ita concluaion, bow ita rebuilding will be undertaken and achievad lie 
beyond man'a aura reckoning. Ideala are under aharp interrogation, but in apita of 
apparent wiah to bring a New Order where truth and justice would reign, there 
la BO definition of theatapa to lead up to ita realization. And, indeed, aa the and 
of the War ia fairly In eight, the voice of tho conflict ia once more heard, and 
national Jealousy reara Ita ugly head. The queation rests mainly on the position of 
Germany, and the fate of Empires— mighty issues to grapple with by chastened but 
weakened peoples, naturally intent everyone on seeing her own life quicken and bar 
own house put Into repair. Does a war, while it may reveal weakness in certain 
asiatlng systems and lay bare how the seeds of trouble thrive and the forces 
of evil gather strength, create in man the character necessary for Qod*s battles^ 
the struggle for true peace and contentment hereafter. A noble cause has been stead* 
lastly pursued and the shining war record of the Allies is rich not only in the 
story of anocesslul arms, hut in the unshaken resolve to strike for the right. 
The dream of victory is fulfilled but at a great Englishman, endowed with tmm 
lefleetloo, haa proclaimed, the prize is that we are left the imtmverished leadert of 
n distracted and ball ruined world, with immense responsibilities and precarioua 
powers, and Professor Gilbert Murray, lor it is to him that I refer, ia reminded of 
thi atatn of thoae Arthurian Knights who, in the quest of the Holy Grail, dared to 
ill on the Siege Perilous and atraightlorth saw around them the vtsiuii of a welcoming 
eBy full of triumph and enlendour. which as they sought to enter it, turned to 
dMtk toftng only a parched land and a sound of wailing in the air. Must eomplale 
Vlel^ lemalo a dream, increasingly remote from realizstioii ns time paaaee f 
Biller*! wild boeet: *1 will lee once more In youngroen*s eyea the instineta of a 
; of prof, 1 will rear a generation nl whose prospwts the world will tremble*'— 
I mign ia abattered for ever, Hueh wicked thoughts shall aever find 
ngaln. But war breeds war, and war is incompatible with eivitizaiion— for 
IIIb dba metrumantof destruction, both material and moral. Shall thcra be eonmge 
In tfm world, de^minnlton and forasigbt to stand firmly in the weye of leeilng 
VMon toMBtogto-Bomir. to bIwwIj «iib n. ; ^ d.; of ^ht 
‘ olielthfal end firm eodeevonr hei come. Whence shell our hMling 
r will the vein eeree thet vex onr life ceeee T We need e clear rhiloB 

^ malveL wlajte to eee end the will to eel. 

TMw^le no end In llailf, Hmnet fm ekto^new heglnning.^to I; 

— • - ^ of n ttflng poet etdllfnl^ ebnnhq; the meenlng of ttme ; 
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What we call the bet^iaaiog !e oftea tfie ead 
Aad to make aa ead te to make a beglaalog 
The ead it where to start from* 

We are truly at the thieehold of mao'e plaae aad the diipotilione of ProrideBee. 

Tbb IKDIAW Mivd. 

At iBoh a time it ie oo woader that ladiaa rniado ehoald turn with peenliar 
Vierronr aad iatoaeity to problems of ladia’s destiny. That is not my appointed 
mipose as it hu recently been of others who seemed to survey the World Scene 
withewfideat knowledge, and to bring that knoaledge conrageously to bear upon 
Sm ladiaa questloo. They have apokeu with ufocoi&uion emphsMs, some in the 
etralne of a prophet whose vision cannot be denied, others pronouiiciag as mighty 
lodges whose verdicts are open to no challenge. Into their confident footsteps 1 
may not step, 1 do not know whether from the present acsdemic platform I would 
even be entitled to enlarge upon inch a theme. But perbapa I may venture upon 
one or two thoughts gathered from the teachings of ancient sages. Independence 
Is unouestionsbly an ideal that must be steadfastly pnrsucd, as a national goal it 
eannot be put aside even for a moment, for in that possession lies life, otherwise 
there is death and darkness. But while ideals are to be fought for, even more they 
leouire prepsring for. The course of time, in spite of the rspid chsnges in man’s 
mu MBA outlook that the Great War and the present War have wrought, has not 
unicken^ in the measure which our impatience so often leads us to affirm. Time 


great tasks, all worth-while efforts, iovolve. Certain things are good, but they can 
nonetheless be only hard-won. Can there be much doubt that distant gods who 
watch over our doings to-day might well reason that our endeavours, howsoever well- 
tntautioned to attain our goal, are misdirected, and our pieparations for the prize 
we wish to seize ill-contrived T Do these gods, with all their benignity, not often 
remark at their l^h tables that here with us in India there is a sad tendency, in* 
stead of addressing ourselves to our immediate tasks and thereby acquiring strength, 
to think aad act as if all things wiU be added unto our stores if only independence 
would come. Independence may furnMi fsoUities for advance in certain of our 
stMogs. but in the main it Is a goal to be sought sftsr and worked for, it ie not a 
mare means without which we hsve to sit with ioided binds in idle weiUog for the 
dav that we imagine must IneviUbly arrive it once. 1 trust 1 have not etreesed the 
i^nt over mush, for to epesk otherwise would hsve been tlm easier and the 
ttlaasanter course. But ai I have spoken of the need lor true preparation, perbapa 
wou would permit me to refer to that matter thinker who more than two tbouaand 


Aristotle emphasised msn*s Innermost chsraeter ss s 'politicsl snimsr, snd .olesrly 
marked off religion from politics. Tliat was unquestipnably Aristotle’s gwatest con- 
toibution to tbe history of thought. History, particularly during the Middle Ages, 
fumlahea a record of how departure from this compellipg and am pnadple threw 
Iba ^Id Into the turmoils of dissension. It centuries to Eui^Mo dispel 



Mi MW 

yic^e has auAM^ 


Prieaa have rleen here eii^ loldi li 
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PoDiab the index hu nearly tonehed 400. an eoaapnnd vitli 100 in September. 1990, 
In Bn^Und the figure Btands at only 167. Tbla la n aUtpendona fact, the Imitlieatlona 
of which bear upon every aapevt of onr aeonomio life. Siiioe all pricea, iiioludinp: 
thoae for acrrieoa, do not move in equal meaaura. It fnrniahea at leaat a part of Uto 
explanation for present day impoveriabment and aearcity of food for the irhnl«* areaa 
and whole clasaes of people. Indian attention^ naturally faatena to-day on Inilla'a 
undoubted poverty. II ow are we tCLeecape thia poverty, and lu ineviublo eonee- 
queneea T The remedy was pointed out in an unerring manner by the Famine Ctmi- 
miaaion of 18S2 more than sixty years ago. We must not rest our economy exeluatve- 
ly on agricultures we must develop iuduatries, for unbalanced eoannmy not only 
impoaes serious limitations on the possibility of growth, it means without doubt for 
an old country like India with ita teeming population, po%*erty and starvation. 
Much thought has since been expended on plans for our deliverance from this 
perilous state, and several important steps taken to remedy the defip-seated fiiiida- 
mental evil ; but industry has grown but aloe ly, and the unbalancea character of 
our economy still persists in all its dire vigour. The result of it is that while else- 
where the chsllenge to master poverty has been successfully overcome : Science and 
invention have so incrcssed our power to produce wraith that imverty in the modern 
world is becoming an anachronism*, declared a large body of leading thinkers in 
Englitnd some years ago, emphasising iu this connection the need for a comprehen- 
sive and thorough-going policy of industrial reorgsnixstion, in India as Trof. A. V. 
Hill put it in a niushell the other day the factor of safety is verv low and appalling 
disaster will quickly follow unless rsdical remedies are immediately adopted and 
industry poperly put in ita rightful place. 

Yet in India thought itself seems to waver in the distressing complicationa of 
actual circumstances and the day's immediate need. Lord Wavell said the other 
day : '* Agriculture must take a high place — perhaps the highest place of all~iii our 
plans for the development of India after the War. Unless we succeed subatatitially 
the standard of living in out villagea, not only for the small farmer, but for all 
who make their living on the land, India cannot become a wealthier or a healthier 
or a better educated country.** And many have taken the counsel literally to the 
detriment of ihe essential need for a comprehensive and thorough-going i»oUcy of 
industrial organization if we are going to survive the impact of a determined and 
advancing world. Lord Wavell could have meant no challenge to the well-established 
doctrine for a bslauced economy and the imperious need in liidis of industrial deve* 
lopinent— he was bringing into poiuted relief what must be if our overwhelmingly 
large rural population is left inadequately fed and generally uncared for and ill- 

f irovided ; perhaps he was thioking slso that India like most other countries must 
argely produce her own food, at any rate, as far as one can see at present, and 
agriculture, therefore, must always be a primary interest with us. Hut rcul danger 
lurks here of erecting a false conflict, I refer to it because 1 have seen signs of it not 
only in the hurried arguments of short-sighted and intercHtod politicai-plntforniH, but 
ilso in some other circles where culm reflexion should prevail. There is growing up 
A tendency to decry the champions of industrialization who are hdd up to ridicule at 
giving a wrong twist to our real economica. An abiding lesson of the Great War is 
that a mainly agricultural country conducts her trade with the outside world at a 
growing disadvantage. With the advance of years, States, mainly agricultural, are 
faced with certain disaster ; they may, iu exceptional circiini stances, 
enjoy only a strictly limited measure of temporsrv well-being. Hut let 
there be no mistake about the import of the fast approaching fate that would con- 
front an unhappy India maintaining world's largest population on her own agrtcni- 
ture and atroggling to buy manufactured goods from abroad on terms incressingly 
unf .vourable. He who teaches otherwise Is no friend of India. We are drifting 
towards perils that are of a certainty, we must strain every nerve to reconstruct our 
eeonomtu life. If we are not determined and alert to-day, the world is not going 
to stay for us in her swift and clear-sighted march forward and our d<iom may be 
irretrievably sealed. Experience and teacbiiig alike point to one course of salvation. 
Plan tO'day or perish, for man's vision bolds no proB|)ect of another tomorrow for 
ns. And remember that with poverty search for political freedom ia Idle^ a thing of 
mere vanity and emptiness, 

Tbb tjHiyBBfllTY 

Yonr University has grown with remarkablv rapidity In slxe and numbers dnring 
the last forty years, to-day it is well-nigh the biggeat in India. Such expansion 
most raise problems of the highest monreut. Do numbers exhibit an equal maasuze 
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equipped with knowledge end light, of thie temple of leerning to enter upon iife*e 
Urger etrugglei, reeoWe to ooneoerete onr utmoet, our everj thought end energy 
to the eerriee of IndUi. Indie hue need of it ee never before in her history. We 
oen deny it to lier only st the peril of irretrievsble extiiietion, if we offer it to her, 
we may win for her life everlasting glory and fadelesi splendour. The moment 
to decide is to>day, or the choice goes by for ever. 


The Bombay 'University Convocation 

The following ie the text of the address delivered by Mr. B. J. Wsdie, Eipq., 
M.A... Rar-at-LtaWt Vice-chancellor, at the annual couvocatton held on the 

mh. August 1944 

All over the world the War has mobilized man's will to prepare new plans of 
developnieot and expsiiflion for the post* war period. New theories and new Ideas 
oc ediicattou ara being freely diHoiiHsed, and tbs time has come for us, with a wider 
horizon, to take larger views of our edueaiiongt aims and activities. It will always 
be our amtiitioii in tlie years uf future developiuent to keep before us high standards 
of exceMeiice, ajid equally to keep a high conception of the Truth as sn end to be 
purfned for its own sake. *J'he more democratic we become, the more important 
it IS that we mantain high standards in literature, in art and in science. With 
these itandarde before them our stiidente must seek to discover siid unravel the 
Truth by experiment, by reainm, and even by ttie imagination, 
in order to widen the b^)unds of human knowledge from yenr to year. 1 he patii of 
knowledge ie beset with ciifRcultics, which can be overcome only by c durance and. 
self'denial. Though the second oldest of the Universities in India, onr University is atilf 
young in years. It has not yet been greatly moved by the stir of the ueuitiries, but 
in an age which measures roost attainments by their market valne it has gone its 
way with quiet perseverance, attracting many schoUrs bent on learning for its own 
sake, and yet prepared to face the hard rcatiiies of life. It is our pride that this 
University has always been cosiiiopulitsn, and knows no barriers of birth, or class, 
or fortune. Its door are open to all. Our University is not only cONmopoUtsn io fte 
composition, but also catholic in its rntige. There are no limits to our range of 
study and scholarship, for we have not sought to restrict the pursuit of Truth 
within the narrow coniines of astiigle fifld. Wc aim not only at the creation and 
equipment of experts and specialists, but also hiimstiizing and broadciiiiig the mental 
outlook of the students generally. We wish to be judged not merely by our efforta 
to equip our atudents to compete Hiiccessfiilly in the crafts and professions, but also 
by the influence which they will exercise on the imagination and the character,, not 
only of themselves, but of their fellow -citizen ship also, with a view of enriching the 
corporate life of the coromnniiy. It is not the purpose of higher education io tcacdi 
our youth only to moke a living, but also how to live a full life. 

No plan for the future development of educatinii in the couniry can be 
complete without a full reconsideration of the scope and aims of University 
education, it is not the schools and colleges alone tbsi ere concerned, but the 
whole problem of the fitness of students is involvid. and also the crmsideiation of 
the aims and object of Universities and all they represent. A University is not a 
])lace for prole* sional education, its object is not to produce skilful lawyers, or 
physicians, or engineersibut capable and cultured human beings. We have facilites 
for the study of the professions, but that is not our primary object. What profe- 
ssional men should carry from a University is not mere professionsl knowledge, but 
the general culture which provides (ho background and throw o light on the techni- 
calities of a special pursuit. We believe in tbe relatively greater importance of 
Bl^mearch over Teaching in tbe dual aim of tbe Universitiet, and urge the need of 
a worthier output of original work from our graduates. There is no doubt that onr 
Indian Universities have struck their roots deep into the soil, and are greatly 
affected by their environment, social, intellectual and political. At times there is an 
arduouff struggle between the student and the environment, esi^cially when it k 
overshadowed by communal feelings which often involve considerable bitterneee. 
We have tried our best to eee that comrounsl bitterness docs not distort onr higher 
education and its aims, but 1 am not enre that we have alwi^s succeeded. That great 
factor, tbe sense of man's equality and freedom which affected tbe development o- 
ancient Greece and the Koman Bepubtic, ia aiHl absent from India. The eoantij 
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wDI, bowertr, look lor ito fotore looden rrioeipolly to tho men and women who 
poMthfoagh our doom ; but true leaderehip will be difficult of attainment unleaa we 
give aometbiiig more than lip-aervice to the great ideal of~couiitry firat aud 
eommnnity afterwarda. 

It ia difficult to addreaa an asaembW of thla nature without feeling that one 
cannot alwafa avoid all the common placea of education uaually dealt with in 
Convocation addreaaea. There are come problema wliichTare none the leaa important 
bacanie they are commonplace* It ia an old charge that we are yearly turniog out 
more educated men than can get work aulted to their abilitiea, and that therefore 
there muat be aomething wrong with our educational ayatem or with the world they 
enter after the acbool and college daya are over. There la proi>ably a groat deal 
wrong with both ; but we can poaaibly have too many educated men iu a country 
like India f Do we not in those daya think far too much in terms of what a man 
can do, not enough in terms qf what he ia or should bo ? The so-called "failures'* 
amongst our educated men are not an argument against education, for they might 
well be worse without it. No impartial observer, however, will deny that our 
system of education has been found wanting in many ways and that there is urgent 
need for reform. For the moment the "humanities'* have been relegated to the 
background, but it is refreshing to be reminded now and again that spirit and 
matter are mutually attractive, and that what has inspired man through the ages is 
something intangible which ia not to be found midst the din of macbiues and in the 
activities of the factories and the workshops. 

There are at present signs of intense activity on the whole educational front, 
and it is evident that we are in for a prolonged struggle about the education of the 
post-war world. Ideas of education take diverse forms, but though all of them runs 
a common aim, that of s system in which the mind and spirit of our youth should 
ba nurtured into a fine personality and uaeful citizenship. We are today confronting 
a world in which cultural valuea are momentarily in dissolution, but we feel 
eaftain that aooner or later they will be restored to their prot>er placet. Every one 
ie agreed that the quality and quantity of our education must be improved after 
the war, and that we must aim at quality rather than quantity. There ie, however, 
a great divorgence of opinion at to where the improvement Ie to be effected, and 
nowhere ia the divergence greater than among educationists themselves. It is for 
Uie Universities to see that aueh divergence does qot confuse our perception of the 

higher valuse, so that a man’s self may not seem greater than the race, and the 

present benefit more important than the permanent good. A sense of these values 
is the surest safeguard against the influence of catchwords and phrases ; the great 
things of tbe human spirit etill ehiiie like stars pointing the way to the triumph 

or the tragedy of life. The democratic tradition which the greater part of the 

^rld hii inherited is rooted in certain bdiefa about human nature and about the 
moral end which underlie a proper eyetem of rducatiou. We must go hack to tbe 
fundamental principles of moral training and reeponaibility, and givo euob training 
a larger place in our couraea of itudv than we have been doing/ Tbe battle oo the 
moral front has not yet been won. And U will not be won, so long as there ia the 
tendency to plan tbe new world only in terms of material well-being and to think 
always of economic, and never of moral and spiritual values. 

No ono can In our time deny the value and importance of aoientific knowledge 
and atudy, and the ever-iocraaaing numbera of students who wish to joiD tbe science 
Claeses In o«r colleges and the Department of Technology tcetify to thie value and 
Importance. It ia sad to thiok that so many of them fail to aecure admieaion. We 
want more acienee collegea and batter equipment in our existing laboratoiiee. Thie 
It the age of the maebina, and it ia oaly thoae scientifically devidoped eonntriea with 
highly organixed induetrics that will aurvive the praeent atmggia, But even with 
regard to the mathoda of aciantifie atudy educationiati are not agreed. One thing is 
elear. Studmita of acience need a broad and deep background to their traimg 
at mneh aa others, aud It is trna to aay that the want of a proper balance between 
the atudy of soienee end a atndy of thq **fanmanitlii'' laigely aecounta for the 
nnhalanoed atate of our modern civllixatton. Tbia ia not the ^*cf8lon to diaonee 
deteila of the diffarant eonnee of atndy which will have to ha recast Speaking 
ganarally, there is a oonaeneni of oiriiiion that the ednoatioit of the future ought tn 
Keve a double elm, the elm of developing the atudent'a individnaitty, and tbe mm of 
devAoping in him a strong aenaa of national obilgaiioD. What ia apveially ivqiiiiwd 
ia not the tenehing of perty viewe nor of narrow oommnnai ptedilaetiooe but the 
leeching of greet end ealM purpoeee whkh nim at tha piodaetion of the gpod and 
libeiel minded eltiein. 










